This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  no n- commercial  use  of  The  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


at  http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/ 


W.  U.  WATTB,  CBOWH  COUBT,  TKUPLB  BAH. 


THE  HISTORY 


OF  TUB 


BRITISH   AND  FOREIGN 

FROM  ITS  INSTITUTION  IN  1804,  TO  THE  CLOSE 
OF  ITS  JUBILEE  IN  1854. 

COMPILED    AT  THE  KEQUEST    OF  THE    JUBILEE    COMMITTEE, 

BY   THB 

REV.  GEOKGE  BROWNE, 

DORlnO   TWBHTY   TEABS   ONB   OF  THB   BECaBTABIBS   OF  THB   BOCIBTT. 


IN  TWO  VOLUMES. 
VOL.  I. 


LONDON. 


SOLD  AT  THE  SOCIETY'S  HOUSE.  EARL  STREET, 

BLACKFRIARS  ; 

BAGSTER  AND   SONS,   PATERNOSTER  ROW; 

ASD  AXL  BOOESBLLEBS  in  THB  DHITED  KIKQDOM. 

1859. 


PHEFACE. 


r 


I 


The  following  work  was  originated  in  connectJoa  with  the 
Society's  Jubilee.  On  that  occasion,  a  "Statement*'  of  the 
Society's  proceedinga  up  to  that  time,  was,  at  the  reciuest 
of  the  Committee,  drawn  up  by  the  Rev.  G.  J.  CoUinson,  tlien 
holding  the  office  of  Clerical  Secretary  of  the  Institution.  This 
document,  prepared  witli  muchcai-e^  was  found  to  be  too  long  for 
tlie  immediate  object  contemplated,  and  only  a  small  part  of  it, 
therefore,  was  printed.  At  the  same  time,  a  wish  was  entertained 
and  expressed  by  many  friends  of  the  Societj-j  that  a  work 
should  be  prepared,  approaching  more  in  its  character  to  that 
of  a  "history."  The  project  came  under  the  notice  of  the 
Jubilee  Committee,  and  was  favourably  received.  About  the 
same  period,  the  weakened  health  of  the  author  of  these  volumes, 
compelled  him  to  notify  to  the  Committee  his  desire  to  be  re- 
lieved from  the  pressure  of  the  fidl  duties  of  a  General  Secretary. 
He  was,  in  consequence,  allowed  to  retire  from  office,  and  a 
smaller  amount  of  service  allotted  to  him;  and,  in  connection 
with  this,  he  was  req^uested  to  undertake  the  present  work. 

A  task,  thus  unexpectedly  and  honom-ably  imposed^  he  did 
not  feel  hiuiself  at  liberty  to  decline. 

In  preparing  a  history  of  the  **  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society,**  it  was  requisite  to  bear  in  mind,  that  the  design  had  been 
already,  though  but  to  a  certain  extent,  anticipated.  A  sketch  of 
ihe  first  fifteen  years  of  its  o))erations  had  been  given  to  the  world, 
by  the  elcx^uent  pen  of  the  Rev.  Jolm  Owen,  A.M,,  the  first 
Clerical  Secretary  of  the  Society.  The  "Annual  Reiwrts''  of 
the  Society  contain  an  extensive  summary  of  its  proceedings. 
Its  "  Monthly  Extracts,"  commenced  in  August  lbl7,  and  cou- 
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tinued  tlirougli  each  ancceediiig  year,  supply  a  large  number  of 
interesting  iJIastrative  facts :  whilst,  in  uiaiiy  separate  publica- 
tions, by  various  writers,  its  labours  have  been  from  time  to  time 
recounted  and  reviewed.  Wliat  seemed  to  be  further  required, 
was  a  compi-ehensivQ  digest  of  the  wliule,  ficctimpanieii  with  sucli 
additional  uifurmatiun  from  unpublislitd  ducumeiita,  and  other 
authentic  sources,  as  should  contribute  to  furnish  a  eoniiKsn^liuus 
History  of  the  Society,  during  the  period  proposed  to  be  embraced 
by  it,  namely,  the  first  fifty  years,  or  from  its  institution  in  1S04, 
to  the  close  of  its  Jubilee  in  1854. 

One  considerable  difficulty  incident  to  the  task  thus  assigned 
to  tlie  writer,  arose  from  the  fact  of  the  cliief  part  of  the  details  to 
be  narrated,  having  already  been  given  to  the  public;  and  to 
rekindle  interest  in  a  train  of  events,  most  of  them  familiarly 
known,  seemed  almost  a  hopeless  attempt.  Who  could  tell  any 
thing  new  of  tlio  Bible  Society  ?  It  had  been  contemplated 
ali'cady  from  every  point  of  view ;  and  minds  of  the  highest 
order  had,  on  different  occasions,  eulogized  its  catholic  pruiciple, 
and  commented,  in  glowing  terma,  on  its  grand  and  holy  design. 
The  Incidents  of  ild  origin  and  progress,  also,  had  been  the  theme 
of  frequent  allusion,  both  at  Public  MeetiJigs  and  in  Annual 
Reports;  and  how  was  it  posaiblo  to  invest  these  with  any  freali 
attractions  ? 

Such  were  the  somewhat  discouraging  apprelienstona,  which  met 
the  author  at  the  commenconient  of  a  work>  the  object  of  which  wns 
to  retrace  the  operations  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society, 
during  the  first  fifty  years  of  its  existence,  Yet  there  were  not 
wanting  considerations,  tending  to  show  the  necessity  and  value 
of  such  a  review.  While  the  details  of  successive  years  had  been 
made  public,  a  condensed  narrative  was  still  required,  which, 
embracing  a  long  period  of  time,  might  exhibit  the  extent  and 
system  of  the  Society's  operations,  as  in  a  united,  so  in  a  more 
just  and  impressive  point  of  view.  In  proportion  as  the  progress 
of  aa  important  movement  has  unfolded  itself  before  us  iu  minute 
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porta,  and  with  familiar  cii-cmnstftiice,  we  arc  loss  apt  to  reflect 
on  i^  liiJtlon  imii  ruinate  causes,  or  on  the  extent  and  magiai- 
tiide  of  the  cliange  it  ciTects.  If  its  incidents,  at  et\ch  advance, 
are  deeply  iutortstiiig,  thejr  will,  on  that  account,  only  the 
more  absorb  attention  to  themselves,  and  veil  from  ua  the 
principles  wliich  set  the  whole  in  action.  These  remarks 
apply  to  some  extent  to  the  history  of  tho  Bible  Society, 
Though  springing  from  small,  and  apparently  casual  beginninga, 
that  movement  can  liardly  be  termed  an  iiisigiiifi,cant  otte,  which 
ultimately  engaged  the  co-operation  of  thousands,  in  tliia  and 
in  other  nations,  in  the  dlJFusion  of  the  isacred  Scriptures ;  neither 
can  its  magnitude  be  fairly  appreciated  by  its  details,  unless  these 
are  combined,  and  reviewed  through  an  extensive  period.  Com- 
menced, in  troublous  times,  when  this  country  was  engaged  in 
a  pcriEona  struggle,  and  had  to  ward  ofl"  invasion  firom  its  shores, 
it  yet  wakened  tlie  enthusiasm  of  all  ranka  through  the  empire  iu 
its  favour ;  it  penetrated,  in  all  directions,  to  the  ystj  depths 
of  Society;  it  brought  the  light  of  heavenly  knowledge  to  the 
homes  of  the  poor ',  and  taught  England  to  look  on  tlie  whole 
world  as  a  field  of  pliilanthropic  enterprise. 

When  we  confine  our  view  to  the  first  years  of  the  Society's 
history,  it  is  impossible,  even  at  this  distance  of  time^  not  to  con- 
template with  a  feeling  of  Wonder,  the  singular  spectacle  of  all 
ranks  and  parties,  during  a  period  of  national  alarm  and  bitter 
political  dissension,  uniting  together  in  a  project  for  disseminating 
divine  truth,  and  exhibiting  a  harmony,  of  which  ))erhaps,  in 
all  history,  there  had  been  no  similar  example,  in  promoting  the 
aubUiuo  object  which  had  combined  them.  Then,  again,  the  seem- 
ingly casual  nature  of  the  first  measures  and  suggestions,  which 
were  bo  suddenly  expanded  and  perfected  into  a  plan  of 
religions  philanthropy  for  the  whole  world,  must  impress  every 
one  who  reflects  on  the  cii'cumstances,  with  the  conviction  that 
higher  guidance  than  that  of  man*s  wisdom,  overruled  thoso 
deliberations  which,  by  the   bold  and  grand  suggestion  of  one 
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mind,  reached  their  final  result,  in  the  formation  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society.  Nor  can  it  be  uninatnictlve,  to  mark  tba 
Buccession  of  attacks  made  on  the  Societyj,  as  tlieae  ser\*ed  only  to 
elicit  freah  talent  in  its  service,  and  to  bring  out  its  dbdnctive  prin- 
ciples and  clainLS  more  prominently  before  the  public  Further, 
it  was  believed  tliat  a  retrospect  of  the  earlier  history  of  the 
Society,  Would  tend  to  revive  those  first  impressions  of  the  import- 
ance of  its  aim,  which  were  produced,  when  its  formation  stood  in 
immediate  contrast  with  the  preceding  period  of  inaction, 
and  with  the  magnitude  of  the  task  set  before  lU  In  like 
manner^  the  survey  of  the  enlarging  scene  of  its  operations  m 
Bubsei^uent  years,  and  of  the  extent  to  which  it  hm  advanced  in 
meeting  the  wants  of  the  world;  cannot  fail  to  suggest  lessons  of 
hope  for  the  future,  and  of  devout  gratitude  to  Him,  through 
whose  blessing  alone  success  is  achieved.  Some  service  it  was 
also  thought  might  be  rendered,  in  the  way  of  reviving  the 
ardent  feelings  and  impressions  which  animated  the  first  efforts 
of  the  Society)  by  recallijig,  even  though  in  passing  reference,  the 
eloquent  sentiments  of  tliose  who  ranked  among  its  early  advo- 
catfls  and  defenders,  Some  of  these  were  pre-eminent  in  genius  as 
in  piety;  and  their  noble  testimony  in  behalf  of  the  Society 
has  the  stamp  of  deep  conviction  and  of  enduring  truth ;  and 
challenges  assent  as  fuUy  this  day,  fis  when  the  project  of 
difiusing  tlie  Scriptiu*es  had  the  zest  of  novelty,  and  did  not,  as 
now,  wear  the  familiar  aspect  of  age. 

These  are  some  of  the  general  considerations,  which  inspired 
tiie  hope,  that  the  narrative  of  the  first  half-centnry  of  the 
Society**  labours,  notwithstimding  the  general  acquaintance 
possessed  by  many  with  its  leading  events,  might  prove,  in  tliia 
connected  form,  replete  with  interest  and  instruction,  and  advance 
the  great  object  of  the  Society,  by  stimnlatbg  its  friends  to  con- 
tinued edbrt 

The  present  work  is  intended  to  furnish  a  conciagj  yet  com- 
prehensive account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society,  during  the 
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period  which  it  professes  to  embrace.  It  aho  contains  some 
reference  to  the  opposition,  which  tlio  Society  haa  at  ttmea 
encountered ;  the  controversies  which  linve  arisen  at  dif- 
ferent stages  of  its  historj^ ;  and  the  difticult  practical  problems 
which,  in  the  course  of  Its  admluistratioQ,  it  ha3  been  called  to> 
solve. 

These  topics  will  be  found  adverted  to,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
Society  reviewed,  not,  it  is  hoped,  in  the  spirit  of  the  mere  apologiat 
or  partisan,  but  with  frankness,  impartiality,  and  fidelity ;  and 
so  as  to  bring  out  the  admonitflry,  as  well  as  encouraging  lessons, 
which  the  experience  of  an  Institution  may  be  expected  to 
supfply,  that  has  bad  to  urge  its  way  through  many  hitherto  un- 
trodden paths. 

The  author's  aim  has  been  to  give  a  faithful  h-istory  of 
one  of  the  most  prominent  religious  movements  of  modern 
times, —  a  movement  that  has  connected  itself  with,  and  in 
some  measure  acted  upon,  every  department  of  the  universal 
Church  of  God.  A  large  measure  of  tiie  happiest  results  haa 
been  already  witnessed  and  enjoyed;  and  whilst  the  triumphs  of 
the  Society  have  yielded  abundant  matter  for  grateful  praise  and 
adoration  of  that  Divine  care  by  which  it  has  been  guarded,  it 
may  be  asserted  with  confiJencej  that,  through  its  instrumen- 
tality, a  blessing  has  been  provided  for  ages  yet  to  come. 

The  plan  adopted  in  this  work,  is  different  from  that  pursued 
by  Mr.  Owen,  His  metliod  consisted  of  a  series  of,  as  it  were, 
panoramic  views ;  the  whole  circle  of  each  year's  proceedings, 
being  made  to  pais  before  the  reader  in  succession.  Whatever 
advantages  might  have  attended  this  plan,  in  the  history  ofa  period 
comprising  only,  in  the  first  instance,  ten  years,  to  which  afterwards 
were  added  five  yeai-s  more ;  it  is  conceived  that  the  same  method, 
pursued  through  a  period  of  fifiy  years,  would  have  proved  both 
inconvenient  and  irksome,  breaking  up  the  narrative  into  innu- 
merable, and  not  easily-connected  portions  as  the  operations  n£ 
each  year  liccame  more  extended  and  multifarious. 
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The  metliod  now  pui'sued  has  been,  to  divide  the  history  into 
two  piiacipal  compjirtmenta, — the  Home,  and  the  Foreign,— ^u- 
awermg  to  the  tn'ofolJ  title  of  the  Society  j  tlie  former  compart- 
ment, to  comprise  its  domestic  proceediugy,  and  its  opBratioDs 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  Kingdom ;  the  latter,  to  in- 
clude whatever  has  heen  attempted,  or  acconjplisbed,  beyond 
those  limits,  for  the  benefit  of  the  world  at  large.  Thia 
second  part  opens  bo  wide  a  field,  that  a  further  diviaion,  andi 
even  subdivision,  seemed  desirable.  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  and 
America,  are  therefore  reviewed  in  succession ;  and  afterwards 
Austraha,  and  the  Islajids  of  the  Southern  Sea.  These  larger  divi- 
sions, again,  are  reviewed  in  different  portions — Central,  Northern, 
Western,  &c— several  countries  or  provinces  being  grouped 
together,  where  practicable ;  or  their  history  traced  sc[avately,  if 
circumstances  appeared  to  call  for  it — aa  in  the  instance  of  Russia 
and  other  parts  of  contmeiital  Europe,  where  the  Society's  con- 
nections have  been  the  most  numerous,  and  its  labours  the  most 
abundant.  This  review  has  becn,in  some  instances,  further  divided 
into  distinct  period^t  as  well  as  localities,  for  reasons  which  are 
assigned  as  the  work  proceeds.  The  object  has  been  to  give, 
within  very  moderate  IimitSji  a  coimeeted  and  contuiuous  view  of 
the  Society's  work ;  in  order  that  thus,  the  course  of  its  opera- 
tions  in  each  province,  country,  or  separate  field  of  labour,  might 
bo  the  more  distinctly  traced,  without  materially  detractinij;  from 
a  definite  and  comprehe naive  impression  of  the  whole;  and  such 
details  hare  been  introduced,  in  coimexion  with  each  scene  of 
the  Societ3*'e  operations,  n*  seemed  necessary  to  give  a  just 
idea  of  the  work  itself,  or,  in  other  respects,  to  possess  permanent 
interest.  To  have  multiplied  these  details,  liad  space  pemjitted, 
would  have  been  an  easy  and  a  grateful  task ;  for  the  voluminous 
records  whence  they  are  selected,  contain  a  rich  mine  of  facts 
and  incidents,  of  which  tlioBO  given  in  tliese  volumes  are  to  be 
^takcn  only  aa  specimens. 

Ill  conclusion,  the    author  niu3t    say  a   word   or   two   with 
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respect  to  the  use  which  he  has  made  of  Mr.  Owen's  nar- 
rativa  However  adapted  to  its  object  at  the  time,  it  is  written 
with  a  fulness  of  statement,  incompatible  with  the  plan  of  the 
present  work.  Composed  in  an  ardent  strain,  characteristic  at 
once  of  the  author,  and  of  the  enthusiasm  of  the  period  at 
which  he  wrote,  his  volumes  embody  a  mass  of  interesting 
information,  interspersed  with  eloquent  sentiment,  yet  so  ex- 
panded as  to  display  rather  the  copiousness  of  the  orator,  than 
the  calm  recital  of  the  historian.  The  present  writer  does  not 
attempt  to  emulate  his  predecessor  in  the  warm  and  glowing 
character  of  his  narrative,  and  he  has  purposely  guarded  against 
amplification.  He  has,  however,  sought  to  avail  himself  of  the 
substance  of  Mr.  Owen's  history,  often  borrowing  largely  his 
very  words ;  and  not  a  few,  who  still  remember  his  stirring 
appeals  for  the  Society,  will  feel  gratified  to  have  these  recalled. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  work  now  produced  may  prove  not  altoge- 
ther unacceptable ;  and  if  it  should  be  found  to  promote,  in 
any  degree,  the  great  interests  to  which  the  Society  is  de- 
voted, the  author  will  have  cause  for  unfeigned  thankfulness. 
It  only  remains  to  add,  that  while  it  has  been  prepared  at 
the  request  of  the  Jubilee  Committee,  and  is  brought  out  at 
the  expense  of  the  Jubilee  Fund,  the  author  alone  is  responsible 
for  its  execution,  and  fur  any  observations  or  comments  intro- 
duced. 

TUNBRIIXIB  WSLLS, 

April  30,  1859. 
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AN  ACCOUNT  OP  THE  ORIGIN  OF  THE  BIDLE  SOCIETY. 

1604. 
Introductory  rcmarfu — Cfrcuvfstances  of  the  Origin  oftheBfbk 
Society — Neeemties  of  Wa)^-* — Apjitieation  of  Ret).  T.  Ckartet 
of  Dula — Suggestion  of  Res,  J,  Hughf-f^  and  Essay — Pfvlitni' 
nary  Meetings — CoUJuehj  atid  co-ojieration  of  Granville  Sharp, 
WiUiam  Wiiheiforce,  Charl$$  Grant,  ^c,—The  Society  for- 
mally comtititted — First  General  Meeting — Lord  Teignmouth, 
President  of  the  Society. 

The  British  and  Forbiqn  Bible  SociETr  may  be  re- 
garded as  one  of  tlie  many  fruits  of  that  religious  awakening* 
which  took  place  in  this  country  towards  the  middle  of  the  last 
century.  The  tide  of  hallowed  and  consecrated  feeling  which 
then  arose  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Christian  Church, 
sought  for  itself  channels  in  every  direction ;  for  genuine  piety, 
however  personal  it  may  be  in  its  first  principles,  is  naturally 
and  powerfully  diflfusive.  Hence,  among  those  whose  atten- 
tion had  been  aroused  to  their  own  spiritual  interests,  sprang 
up  some  of  the  principal  Institutions  which  are  now  in  ope- 
ration>  both  for  the  social  and  moral  improvement  of  mankind. 
Among  these,  Miasions  to  the  Heathen,  and  other  unenliglitoned 
nations,  found  an  early  and  prominent  place;  and  Foreign 
Rlisaions  were  soon  followed  by,  or  rather  accompanied  with, 
diversified  efibrta  for  the  promotion  of  education,  the  dilfusion 
of   religious    tracts   and   books,  and  the  adoption   of  other 
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siiiitlai"  means  for  tho  nmelioration  of  the  condition  of  those 
at  liomc. 

The  establishment  of  a  Society  for  the  universal  diffusion  of 
the  Holy  Si:ripturcs,  and  for  J.hat  uhjcct  excluaivuly,  seems,  so 
far  as  huniau  agencj  was  coucerned,  to  have  been  rather  Rcd- 
dental  than  premeditated,  as  will  appeiir  from  the  following 
History;  yet  it  is  cleai',  that  without  this,  the  cyclo  of  Reli- 
gious and  Benevolent  Institutions  would  have  been  greatij 
deficient  Experience  has  taught  tlie  necessity  and  value  of 
such  a  Society,  were  It  only  for  tlio  purpose  of  administering  to 
the  req^uiremeuta  of  other  Inatitutionfj.  Its  chief  clatoij  how- 
ever, doubtless  springs  from  the  intrinsic  and  superlative 
importance  of  its  distinctive  object— the  universal  cireulation 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

A  Society  for  thia  simple  purpose  did  not  exist,  anterior  to 
the  formation  of  tlic  British  cmd  Foivign  Bible  Society. 
Several  important  and  valuable  Institutions  were,  indeed, 
already  in  operation  in  thts  country,  having  the  same  object, 
more  or  leas,  in  view."  Ono  of  these  actually  bore  the  name  of 
"the  Bible  Society;"  ita  labours,  however,  were  restricted  to 
Soldiers  and  Seamen,  and  its  name  was  afterwards  exchanged 
for  the  more  appropriate  title  of  "  Tlie  Naval  and  Military  Bible 
Society."  But  none  of  these  exccUeut  Societies,  nor  all  of  them 
untted,  embraced  so  wide  a  field  as  that  contemplaied  by  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  or  admitted  of  so  large  and 
general  a  combination  of  different  parties  and  sections  of  the 
Christian  Church,  in  furtheranct;  of  their  respective  plans  of 
uflfifulncss. 

Thus  the  way  was  open  for  the  introduction  of  a  Society, 
whose  title,  "The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,"  indicates 
its  distinctive  character,  and  its  comprehensive  design.  How 
argent  was  tlie  necessity  which  existed  for  such  an  Institutionj 

Kitebliibrd 
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and  how  far  it  has  been  enjibletl,  through  the  fostering  care 
and  blessing  of  Almighty  God,  to  justify  tlie  lofty  aiins, 
which,  not  in  a  spirit  of  presumptuous  aiubition,  it  is  be- 
lieved, but  in  hurahle,  yet  strong  and  generous  faitb^  it  ven- 
tured, from  the  first,  to  assnmej  will  be  made  apparent  in  th^ 
course  of  the  details  and  incidents,  wliich  ai'G  now  to  pass 
nnder  review. 

The  Society  is  foundikl  on  the  principle  of  roverenco  for 
the  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  !New  Testament,  as  con- 
taining a  revelation  from  Grod  to  men — a.  heavenly  message 
addressed  to  all,  and  of  euprenii;  importonce  to  every  one 
of  the  human  family.  It  further  assumes  that  tbeso  "  Oracles 
of  God"  aro  to  be  looked  upon  by  those  who  are  so  happy  as 
tfl  possess  tliem,  not  simply  as  a  treasure  to  be  enjoyed  for 
their  personal  benefit,  but  as  a  trust  to  be  used  by  them  for 
the  benefit  of  others.  Hencc^  the  Society  aims  to  make  these 
Holy  Writings  known,  in  every  nation  and  in  every  tongue, 
and,  as  far  as  may  be,  to  render  them  the  actual  posseasion 
of  every  iiidividuLtl  on  the  face  of  the  whole  earth:  a  magni- 
ficent object,  surely  all  must  admit,  and  as  bcnevolont  as  it  is 
grand  1  It  unites  piety  with  the  widest  range  of  philatithmpy, 
and  dlaphiys  the  most  enlightened  goodwill  to  man,  in  con- 
junction with  a  devout  regai'd  to  the  glory  of  the  Most 
Iligli  God. 

An  object  so  exalted  and  catholic,  seemed  to  demand  a  cor- 
responding catholicity  in  the  framework  and  constitution  of  ii 
Society  formed  expressly  to  promote  it.  Hence,  in  order  to 
secure,  as  far  as  possible,  the  suflr^'^  and  tlie  support  of  all 
who  do  homage  lo  the  Bible,  aa  the  divinely  inspired  record, 
it  was  thought  welly  that  the  circulation  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 
stares  should  be  the  sole  and  exclusive  object  of  tho  Society ; 
further  lo  simplify  and  protect  its  proceedings,  it  was  r&* 
Bolved,  that  these  Holy  Writings  should  be  issued  by  the  Society 
"  without  note  or  comment";  that  thus  they  might  go  forth,  in 
their  own  unadorned  majesty,  lo  speak  for  themselves.  Oh 
these  groumb  the  co-operation  of  all  the  friends  of  tlie  Bible, 
in  every  part  of  tin;  Christian  Church,  was  invited. 

The  circumstances  which  more  inuuediately  led  to  t]ie  for- 
mation of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  are  narrated 
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SO  much  at  length  ui  Owen's  History,*  and  have  Ijeen  dwel! 
uprm  so  oftenj,  that  a  very  brief  reference  to  tliem  here  may  be 
sufficient. 

Tho  ascertained  and  urgent  want  of  the  Tloly  Scriptures 
Wales,  aiid  the  injihilitj  to  prociire  an  adequate  supply,  doubt 
less*  ill  the  first  instance,  gave  rise  to  the  idea  of  a  new  Societ] 
As  early  as  the  year  1787  complaints  had  arisen  of  the  greni" 
dearth  of  the  Welsh  Scriptures  in  the  Principality,  and  some 
eflbrta  were  made  to  obtain  supplies  from  the  Society  for  Pro- 
moting Christian  Knowledge,  the  only  Society  that  was,  at 
that  time,  ahle  to  furnish  tliem.     From  that  source  five  hun-: 
NiDceisities   dred  copies  were  ohtained;  but  no  further  supplies  could 
procured  mitil  the  year  1796,  when  an  etlition  often  thousc 
Welsh  Bibles,  and  two  thousand  extra  Testaments,  was  vol 
which  was  hrouglit  out  three  years  aftenvards^  and  put  int 
immediate  circulation.     This  lar^^c  supply,  however,  so  fa 
from  meeting  the  necessities  of  the  case,  only  served  to  dia-^ 
cover  the  extent  of  the  destitution,  and  to  stimulate,  in  Wales, 
a  more  general  desire  to  possess  the  Book  of  God.     Another 
application  waa  therefore  made  to  the  same  Society  for  an 

de-:^! 
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at  Chester,  Shrewsbury,  and  elsewhere,  for  printing,  by  pri-^^ 
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edition  of  twenty  thousand  copiea;^  which  wae,  after  a  time,  de- 
clined. In  consequence  of  this,  various  plans  were  projectedJ 
at  Chester,  Slirewsbury,  and  elsewhere,  for  printing,  by  pri- 
vate subscriptionj  several  smaller  editions,  but  all  without  suc- 
cess j  and  it  waa  in  this  emergency  that,  in  the  month  oM 
December  1802,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Charles,  of  Bala,  came  to 


London  to  try  what  could  be  done,  by  means  of  private  fi*iends, 
to  procure  a  (reah  supply  of  Welsh  Bibles.  He  was  intro- 
duced to  the  Committee  of  the  Religious  Tract  Society,  and 
the  subject  waa  deliberately  considered  at  several  of  the-iir- 
meetings.f  In  the  course  of  these  discussions  it  was  su 
gestedjthat  probably  Wales  was  not  the  only  part  of  the  empi 
destitute  of  the  written  word  of  God,  and  requiring  assistuiee ; 
that  even  Great  Britain  itself  waa  not  the  only  part  of  Oiristen- 
dom  which  needed  to  be  supplied ;  and  that  it  might  be  desirabl 


•  Vol,  1,  p.  17. 

t  For  aa  interesting'  account  of  these  deliberutions,  and  of  the  succes- 
sive  atepa  taken  in  furtherance  of  the  contemplated  objectr  see  the  Julillee 
MemoriiU  of  the  Ueligious  Tract  Society,  c.  vi.    Apiwidix  I.  Not4i  , 
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to  form  a  Society,  which,  while  it  met  the  demands  of 
Wales  and  the  necessities  of  our  own  country  at  large,  should 
be  comprehensive  enough  to  embrace  ivithiii  its  range  and 
scope  the  entire  world.  Tliia  suggestion  proceeded  from  the 
Rev.  Joseph  Hughes,  afterwards  one  &f  the  Secrelarics  of  the 
Society,  who  was  requested  to  einlMxly  his  tiiouj^hts  in  writinj^ ; 
and,  in  May  1803,  he  presented  his  Essay  on  "  The  Excellency 
of  the  Holy  Scriptui-es."  In  this  Essay  tlie  author  exjjatiatea 
on  the  transcendent  excellence  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  enume- 
rates the  different  Religious  Societies  more  or  leas  concerned 
in  promolint;  their  circulatiouj  and  describes  tlie  limitations 
of  their  respective  Const  it  ution?,  and  their  consequent  inade- 
quacy to  the  work  of  a  genei'al  distribution.  He  then  repre- 
spnta  the  importance  of  an  tissociiition  of  Christians  at  large, 
with  a  view  exclusively  to  the  circulation  of  tlio  Holy  Scrip- 
tures ;  and  points  out  a  variety  of  advantages.  Loth  direct  and 
collateral,  wliich  might  be  ex]>ectfid  to  result  from  the  opera- 
tions of  such  oil  [jistitutioiL  This  Essays  which  may  be 
regarded  as  containing  the  mdiments  of  the  future  Society, 
was  widely  cifctdated,  and  paved  the  way  for  fiirther  pro- 
ceedings. 

In  the  mean  time,  certain  measures  were  pursued,  with  a 
view  to  the  commencement  of  the  unctertaking.  A  communi- 
cation was  made  of  the  scheme  contemplated  to  some  persons 
of  disthiguished  estimation  for  piety  and  philanthropy.  Among 
these  was  William  Wilherforce,  Esq.,  who,  at  a  private  inter- 
view held  with  the  parties  who  had  aolicitcd  his  advice,  ftir- 
nished  such  liints  as  his  enlightened  mmd  and  liberal  heart 
would  be  likely  to  suggest,  hi  order  to  improve  their  plan,  and 
focilitate  its  introdnctiou  to  public  acceptance.  A  shnilar 
comniunication  was  made  to  Charles  Grant,  Esq.,  aad  attended 
with  a  similar  result. 

The  Rev.  C.  F.  A.  SteinkopfT,  Minister  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Church,  in  the  Savoy,  and  afterwards  one  of  the 
Society's  Secretaries,  voluntarily  tendered  hia  services  to  pn> 
mote  the  design,  in  tlie  course  of  a  Journey  wliich  he  was 
about  to  make  to  the  continent  uf  EurDpe.  His  offer  was 
thankfully  accepted ;  and  he  was  accordingly  requested  to 
inquire  jmrticularly  hito  tlic  want  of  the  Scriptures  in  such 
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places  fts  ill.'  slmulJ  havt  occasion  to  visit.     Similar  iiiquirioa 
wero  directiKl  tu  bo  pi-omotod  in  IrflanJ,  and  m  otlior  irnrta  of 
th«  United  Kingdom  ;  and  (jnovies  relating;  to  the  saine  object^ 
were  addrt'SBwl  to  the  (vmntrY  nt  birge,  through  the  medium 
of  certain  j>eriodical  publications.* 

It  waa  not  till  tho  month  of  January  1804,  that  themes*; 
aui-es  Jiad  attained  a  autHcieiit  degree  of  rijiencss,  in  the  osti» ! 
mation  of  tJiose  enpa|;«l  in  them,  to  justify  the  consideration  of 
steps  forcarr'vnng  the  design  into  actual  execution.  An  outline 
of  a  pinn  far  the  projected  Society  had,  early  in  tho  preeodrng 
year,  been  prcparetl  hy  Smnnel  Mills^  Es<^.,  a  f^utleman,  who, 
to  the  service  ho  rendered  in  layuig  the  foundation  of  the 
Society,  added  that  of  a  judicious  and  iiseftil  co-operaikin 
in  the  promotion  of  its  interests,  and  the?  management  of  ita 
concerns. 

The  plan  thus  sketcliod  out  wa&  now  regularly  completed ; 
and  tlie  title  was  altered,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  same  in- 
dividualf  from  whom  the  first  idea,  of  the  Institution  proceeded, 
from  *•  A  Society  for  Promoting  a  more  extensive  Circniation 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  Uith  at  home  and  abroad,"  the  form  ia 
which  it  originally  stood,  to  the  definite  and  compi'ehensive 
designation  of  "  The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society.*' 

Tilings  bemg  thus  far  advanced,  it  was  determined  to  con** 
veuc  a  Public  Meeting:  a  Circular  Address  waa  accordingly 
di'awn  uji,  and  copies  of  it  were  forvranled  to  anch  individuals 
flfi  \veix<  tliought  likely  to  favour  the  proposed  undertaking,  or 
at  lc:ist  to  gi\'e  an  inipartial  hearing  to  what  should  be  ur"ed 
in  reconiTFieiidatiun  of  it.  The  Address,  which  buro  for 
hs  title  *'  The  Impoitance  of  a  ^rtlier  distribution  of  Bibles," 
bricHy  touched  U[K)n  the  principal  topics  which  had  Ijeen  dis- 
cufijied  bi  the  Kssay,  and  referred  to  that  publication  tor  more 
complete  and  detailed  information. 

The  following  extract  from  this  Address  will  he  found  to 
deser\c  attention,  :is  it  explains  the  viowB  of  the  projectors  in 
recommending  the  foraiation  of  the  proposed  Society;  accounts 
tin*  tlie  delay  by  which  the  measures  pi*cparatory  to  jtg  forma^ 

*  t^e«  *' Evnngeiical  Magazine"  aud  "Cltristiaii  Obaerver"  for  June 
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tiiin  liad  been  retarded ;  .and  manitosta  that  fipirit  of  ciindour, 
coneiliation,  and  araJty,  iu  which  it  was  dcs3grn?d  that  ite 
future  uperations  should  be  conducted,  both  at  hoine  ajid 
abroad. 

'*  Scvpral  Societies  have  been  formed  for  the  props^tion  of 
Scripture  truth,  hut  there  is  room  for  several  more.  Tliis 
assertion  is  aflectlngly  confirmed  by  the  result  of  specific 
inquiries  recently  Tnade^  botli  in  Britain  and  &n  the  Continent. 
A  few  individuaJsj  the  promoters  of  these  inquiries,  have  had 
firequeut  diacussions  on  the  subject,  and  are,  at  length,  encou- 
raged to  hope  tlmt  thcj  shall  realize  thuir  wislius  in  the  forma- 
tion of  a  new  Society- 

"  Their  views  ai-e  considerably  detailed  in  an  Essay  printed 
at  the  commenceroent  of  last  year.  Euroi^e  was  then  in 
peace,  and  they  were  flattered  with  the  prospect  of  exteasivo 
ctHOperation  at  home  and  abroad.  But  the  flamea  of  war, 
hursttng  forth  again  with  augmented  ■violence,  and  spreading 
unusual  alarm  through  the  countrv.  oecaaioned  a  suspeiisiun 
of  measures  requieito  for  maturing  the  plan.  Now  that  the 
public  mind  is  partly  recovered  from  its  consteniadon,  tlioiigh 
we  may  not  jirocccd  with  all  the  advantftge&  attaclicil  to  a 
time  of  peace,  we  may  be  lapng  a  solid  foundation,  and  pre- 
paring smtabte  matcriaJs  against  &  happier  season. 

*'  If  the  present  period  is  not  the  most  auspicious  to  such  un- 
dertakings, neither  is  there  any  danger  of  its  bein^  fatal  to 
them.  "^  The  wall  of  Jerusalem,' it  is  written,  'shall  be  built 
in  troublous  times.'  In  fact,  how  mimy  successful  efforts  for 
the  promotion  of  huinau  happiness  have  been  made  amid&t  ttie 
clouds  and  tempests  of  national  calamity  !  It  should  also  be 
remembered  that  the  present  is  the  only  jjeriod  of  wluch  we 
are  sure-  Our  days  of  service  are  both  few  and  uncertain; 
whatsoever,  theretbrc,  our  hand^  find  to  do»  let  us  do  with  our 
might, 

"  Under  these  impressions,  it  has  been  proposed,  ]iy  the  iri- 
dtvidua!:^  referred  to  above,  to  institute  a  Society  entitled 
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"  Ita  object— to  proinf>tc  the  ctrcuhition  of  the  Scriptures  in 
some  of  the  principal  living  hmjjuaj^c;*. 
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"  The  spliere  of  its  fictivity — First,  t]ie  Uitited  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  imd  t!ie  Eui'opt'an  continent : 
afterwards,  remoter  regions,  as  tbe  state  of  the  finances  may 
admit,  and  the  urgency  of  particular  cases  may  require. 

"  The  object  and  tht;  Bjihere  of  such  a  Society,  consid 
in  their  union,  distinguish  it  from  all  existing  Societies. 

«  The  Bible  Society  (afterwards,  the  «  Kavid  and  Military 
Bible  Society"),  distributes  the  Scriptui'es  only,  but  confines 
its  distributions  to  the  British  army  and  navy. 

"  The  distribution  of  Bibles  in  otlier  Societies  forms  only  a 
jiart  of  their  plan ;  and,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  the  ex 
lions  of  tliose  Societies  are  limited  to  Britain. 

"  The  projected  Society,  not  refiasing  to  co-operate  on  ih 
same  jground,  would  traverse  scenes  which  other  Societies  are, 
by  their  regulations,  forbidden  to  occupy;   and,  presenting 
nothing  but  tlie  Inspired  Volume,  would  be  sure  to  circulate 
truth,  and  truth  alone ;  hGrcLy  avoiding  the  occasions  of  con 
versy,and  opening  a  channel  intoivhichChristiaua  of  every  uajui 
uugbt,  without  scruple,  pour  their  charitable  contrlbutious. 

"  Sevei^  persona  have  expressed  much  solicitude  on  th' 
Subject,  and,  together  witli  those  whom  it  has  chiefly  interested, 
look  clieerfiilly  forward  to  the  time  when  a  Society,  found 
on  ao  extensive  and  liberal  a  principle,  shall  be  able 
announce,  in  a  very  public  manner,  its  ample  patronage,  ani 
its  beneficent  exertions," 

To  these  observations  the  following  notice,  with  the  accom-" 
panying  signatiu'es,  was  subjoined:  — 

*'SiR, — The  prefixed  Address  h  respectfully  submitted  to 
your  i>erusal,  A  Public  Meeting  will  bo  liL'ld  relative  \jo  the 
luruiation  of  tlie  projmsed  Society)  at  the  London  Taveni 
Wednesday,  the  7tb  of  March,  when  your  presence,  if 
approve  the  object,  is  requested  by 
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Granville  Sharp, 
William  Alehs, 
Joseph  Benwhl, 
Hbmst  Boasb, 
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SAMirEt  FOVSTER, 

Joseph  Smitu  Go&i>u. 


HtcHARD  Lea, 
Alexander  Maitlasd, 
9ahuel  Mills, 
Joseph  Rrtnek, 
Herman  Schrordek, 
Cuni^TOPHKR  SuNDiue, 
Gboaoe  Wolvp.'' 


Ad 


On  Wednesday,  the  Jth  of  Marct  1804,  the  Meeting,  as    HOME, 
convenedj  t<juk  place  at  the  London  Tavern*     A  resjiectable     q^^^  i. 
company  assembled,  amounting  to  about  300  persons,   be-        — 
longing  to  different  religions  denominations.    Granville  Sharp, 
Esq.,  was  unanimouslj  called  to  the  Chair.     The  busbess  fj^'^If 
of  the  day  was  opened  by  R,  Cowie,  Esq.,  who  was  followed  ManJi?* 
by  W,  Alers,  Esq.>  S.  Mills,  Esq,,  and  the  Rev.  J.  Hughes, 
These  gentlemen  ex]>lained  the  nature  and  design  of  the  pro- 
jected Society,  and  demonstrated  its  necessity  from  the  great 
want  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  tlie  insufficiency  of  all  the 
means  in  existence  to  supply  it.    The  Rev.  Mr.  Steinkopff 
then  rose ;  and,  corroborating  what  had  been  previously  ad- 
vanced, by  a  representation  of  the  scarcity  of  the  Scriptures, 
which  he  had  himself  observed  in  foreign  parts,  ho  eapeciolly 
dwelt  on  the  spiritual  wants  of  hia  German  fellow-country- 
men, and  appealedj  on  their  behalf,  with  much  simplicity 
and    pathosj   to   the   compassion  and  munificence  of  British 
Christians. 

After  Mr.  Steinkopff  had  resumed  hia  seat,  the  Rev.  Mr, 
Oweu,  the  future  Clerical  Secretary  of  the  Society,  who,  not 
without  some  hcaitancy,  had  been  induced  to  attend  the  Meet- 
ing, rose,  and  moved,  as  he  expressed  it,  "  by  mi  impulse  which 
he  had  neither  the  inclination  nor  power  to  disobey,*'  proceeded 
to  express  his  conviction  that  such  an  institution  as  that  which 
had  been  recomnipnded  was  manifestly  needed,  and  that 
therefore  the  establishment  of  it  ought  not  to  be  delayed. 
His  emotions  on  the  occasion  are  thus  described  by  him  long 
afterwards : 

"  Surrounded  by  a  multitude  of  Christians,  whose  doctrinaJ 
and  ritual  differences  had  for  ages  kept  them  asunder,  and 
who  had  been  taught  to  regard  each  other  with  a  sort  of  pious 
estrangement,  or  ratlier  of  consecrated  hostility  ;  and  reflecting 
on  the  object  and  the  end  which  had  brought  them  so  harmo- 
niously together  •,  he  felt  an  impression,  which  tlie  lapse  of  yeai-s 
had  sciircpjy  diminished,  jind  whicli  no  length  of  time  would 
entirely  remove.  The  scene  was  new :  nothing  analogous  to 
it  had  j>erhaps  been  exhibited  before  the  public  since  Cliristians 
had  begun  to  organize  among  each  other  the  strife  of  sejiiaratian, 
and  to  carry  into  their  own  camp  that  wai'  which  they  ought 
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U\  have  waged  lu  concert  agaiii&t  tin.'  comwiou  eneniy.  To 
hun  it  appeiired  ta  indiCdte  the  dawii  of  a  ntMv  era  in  Chris- 
tiindom ;  and  to  portfii J  aumetliiii*;  like  the  return  of  those 
auspicious  days  when  '  the  multitude  of  tbem  tliat  beliuved 
were  of  one  Iicart  and  of  one  soul ;'  and  when,  as  a  conse- 
quence of  that  union,  to  a  certiun  degree  at  least,  '  tiie  Word 
of  God  mtglitily  grew  and  prevailed.' " 

After  giving  ottei-aiice  to  thcac  feelings,  Mr.  Oiven  rao^eJ 


coiistituted.  tl»c  Kcsolutioiia*  embodying  the  name  and  the  general  form 
and  conatitntion  of  the  Society,  which  were  adoptt'd  with 
unanimous  demonstratiuns  of  cordiality  alld  joy.     The  Itt- 

*  Tbfse  SeBolutioiis  are  here  inserted  at  len^h,  tliat  the  reader  may 
observe  the  gnulfltiond  of  improvement  in  tlie  cunatUudon  of  the  Society  : 

1.  A  S(H:iety  ebuU  be  farmed,  with  this  det^iguatioii,  TuJt  Uiurisu  axd 
FoiiRion  UiBL£  Sdcigtt  I  of  which  the  sole  object  i^luill  be  bi  eucouTDge 
a  wider  diAjtersion  of  iht  Holy  Scriptttrea. 

3.  This  Society  shall  odd  ita  endenvoura  to  those  employed  by  other 
Societies  fgr  circukting  tlie  Scriptures  through  the  British  dominiona,  and 
uhall  oka,  uccordin^-  to  ltd  ability,  extend  its  influence  to  other  cuiintnt.4, 
whether  Cbn.stiiin,  Mabomedon,  or  Pug-nn. 

3.  Each  Subscriber  of  One  Guinea  atinually  eball  be  a  Member. 

4-  Ea^-h  Pubseriber  qf  Twenty  Pounds  itt  one  time  shall  be  a  Mem 
far  life;  a  Subflcriljer  of  Five  Ciuiiieaa  per  armuin  shall  be  a  (iovemor 
Eind  a  Sabacrilter  of  Fifty  Pounds  or  Qpwnrds  at  one  time  ahnll  be  a 
Governor  for  Life.    Governors  ahail  be  tmtltttd  to  nttend  and  vote  tit  ajl 
the  Meeting:?  of  the  Committee, 

5.  Aa  Executor,  paying  a  Beijuest  of  Fifty  Poundj^,  shall  be  a  Member 
for  Hfe ;  or  of  One  Hundred  Pouucla,  or  murSj  a  Governor  for  lifo. 

6.  Each  M«nber  flhaU  be  entitled,  under  tJit  direction  of  the  Committee, 
to  purchase  Bibles  and  TestitmedtSj  for  the  purpose  of  gratuitous  didtribu- 
tioa,  at  (be  Sootety'a  price«,  which  shuil  be  a»  low  oa  |HtBgib]e;  but  no 
Engliij])  Bibles  or  XeBtaments  shall  be  given  awoy  in  Great  Britain  by  the 
JSociety  itself. 

7.  The  Annual  lleetini^  of  the  !^ocicty  shnH  be  held  in  the  month  of 
May,  when  tJie  Treasurer  and  Committee  lihall  be  chosen,  the  Accounts 
nudited,  and  the  Proceeding:*  of  the  foregwmir  year  reiMartt'd. 

W.  The  Committee  Bhall  conswt  of  niirty-aii  Membem^  who  sbaU  con- 
dtiert  the  businesa  of  the  Society,  niiil  have  power  to  oill  an  extniordi- 
ivxry  General  Mra-'tiiig.  T»venty-four  nf  the  Committee,  who  ahaU  haw 
most  frequently  attended,  ahiiil  be  elifrible  to  re-election  the  eneuing  year. 

i).  Tlie  Committee  eball  rfcomineiid,  at  the  (ienenJ  Mi;etings,  audi 
Noblemen  and  GeiiLl>L-uien  iie  ^IhlII  bine  rendered  important  services  to  the 
Sodc^P,  to  be  elected  Honorary  Membtra, 
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stitntion  was  considered  as  cstublislicd,  and  more  than  £700    HOME, 
were  immediately  aubscnbt'd. 

T]ui3  temiiiialed  the  proceedings  of  this  mteresting  day : — 
"  A  day,"  aays  Mr.  Owen,  *'  memorable  in  the  experience  of 
all  who  piirticipated  in  tlic  transactions  by  which  it  waa  Big' 
nalised;  a  day  to  which  posterity  will  look  hivik,  as  giving  to 
the  world,  and  that  iu  times  of  singular  perturbation  and 
distreas,  aji  Institution  for  diffiising,  on  the  grandest  scale,  the 
tjdings  of  peace  and  salvation  ;  a  day  which  will  be  recorded  as 
peculiarly  honourabloto  the  chai-aclcr  of  Great  Britain,  and  as 
fixuig  an  important  ejKJch  in  the  relt^ioiiit  history  of  mankind." 

The  Society  being  thus  establishE»dy  the  Committee  nomi-  Appohit- 
nated  at  the  Pnblio  Meethig,  proceeded  to  the  ap|»ouitmeut  of  "^"^  "^ 
Officers,  the  selection  of  patronage,  and  the  adjustment  of  the 
practicid  macliiuery  of  its  operations :  arrangements  which, 
though  not  unattended  with  ditficulty,  were  at  length  sntia- 
lacbirily  accomplished.*  The  first  measure  was  the  a.p]>oint- 
mentofn  Secretiiy.  The  Rev,  J.IIugheSsA.M.,  was  at  first  pro- 
jHWcd  alone  Ibr  that  office ;  bnt,  after  some  friendly  discnssiiin, 
three  gentlemeu  were  appointed— the  Rev.  Josiah  Pratt,  B.D., 
Secretary  of  the  Church  Missionary  Society,  to  represent  the 
listabli^hed  Chiirch^  the  llev.  J.  Hughes,  to  represent  the 
Dissenters  i  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Steinkopff,  to  represent  Foreign 
Christian  Churches.  Tlm^  a  comprehensive  provision  wna 
made,  adapted  to  satisfy,  to  conciliate,  and  to  unite  all  classes 
of  Chiistiaus,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  After  a  few  weekSj, 
the  name  of  tfie  Ilev.  John  Owen,  A.M.,  who  had  at  first  de- 
clined tiie  appointment,  was,  with  the  concnrrencD  of  all  parties, 
and  on  the  earnest  recommendation  of  Mr.  Pratt  himself,  auh- 
gtituted  for  that  of  the  latter  gentleman.  Mr.  Joseph  Tarn  was 
appointed  Assistant-Secretary,  and  Mr.  John  Smith,  Collector. 

The  next  step  was  a  measure  for  new-motlelling  the  Com-  Cumuiiiiee. 
mittee.  By  the  Eighth  Uesohition,  a^  settled  at  the  fonnution 
of  the  Society  on  the  7th  of  March,  it  was  enacted  that  the 
Coimnittee  ibr  conducting  its  business  '*  should  consist  of 
thirty-six  Members."  Nothing  was,  however,  stated  or  detinod 
in  tliat  Resolution  as  to  the  description  whicii  these  Members 

*  I'ur  a  full  account  uf  the  ittepi^i  taken,  in  connexion  wiCh  Qiem  objecl^', 
see  Ow  en,  Vol.  I.  p.  JO. 
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should  answer,  or  the  religious  communion  to  wliich   they 
a}iouJd  ries[M»ctiveIy  lielong.     They  were  chosen,  therefore,  in^^J 
diacriminately,  from  the  Episcopftl  Clcfgy,  Disaenting  IMinistera^^l 
and  tlie  Laity  at  large ;  with  little  reference  to  any  other  qun- 
JiHcation  tlum  that  of  koown  or  repntud  attaclwiciit  to  rciigior 
and  L'ithor  ascei-tained  or  prohahlo  regard  for  the  object  aitC 
success  of  the  Institution. 

It  appeared*  upon  refli?ction,  that  a  list  which  should  0x3 
liiUt  such  a  combination  as  would  naturally  arise  from 
desultory  a  choice,  might  excite  a  prejudice  agaiust  the 
designs  of  the  Society,  and  give  it  that  aspect  in  the  eyes  ol 
the  public,  which  would  preclude  it  from  general  support.  II 
was  further  considered,  that  it  would  be  highly  mexpedicnt  to 
let  the  composition  of  a  tody,  entrusted  with  the  dii'oction 
of  the  Society^s  affairs,  remain  wholly  undefined^  or  to  leave 
tlie  annual  election  of  its  Members  to  tlie  uncertain  operation 
of  caaiial  and  unre^lated  feeling.  A  plan  was  therefore  con- 
certed for  modelling  the  CDmmittee  on  a  principle  which^J 
should  define  the  respective  proportions  of  Churchmen,  Di&-iH 
senters,  and  Foreigners ;  and  iirescriho  such  other  regula- 
tions as  might  obviate  j>rejudice,  prevent  invidious  comjic- 
tition,  and  maintain  inviolate  the  exercise  of  those  rigiits, 
both  of  conscience  and  judgment,  which  no  constituent  part  of 
the  Committee  were  either  exjiected  or  disposed  to  surrender. 

According  to  this  plan,  it  was  determined  that  the  Com- 
mittee  should   consist  exclusively   of  laymen ;   that  of  th( 
tiiirty-six  Members,   to  which   number   it  was   linuted,  sh 
should  he  foreigners,  resident  in  or  near  the  metropolis;  an< 
of  the  remaining  thirty,  one  half  should  be  members  of  th( 
Established  Church,  and   the  other  half  members  of  other" 
Cliristian  denominations.     In  order,  however,  to  secure  the. 
services  of  the  Clergy  and  of  Ministers  generally,  provisit 
w.is  made  for  their  adnnj^slon  to  a  seat  and  a  vote  in  the  Com- 
mittee, on  the  terms  which  made  thera  Members  of  the  Society ! 
a  provision  wliich,  while  it  concealed  their  names,  recognis 
tlieir  privileges  and  retained  their  co-operatiun.     The  merit 
this  plan  l.>elongs  wholly  to  the  Rev.  JosJah  Pratt. 

The  revisiid  plaji  of  the    Society  being  now  prepare<l, 
General  Meeting  of  the  Subscribers  juid  Friends  of  the  lutititu-^ 
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tion  was  held  on  Wednesday  the  2d  of  May,  in  the  laainc 
room  in  the  London  Tavern  in  wliich  tlic  Society  had  hccn 
formed.  The  Right  Hon.  LordTt'ij;^month,  whose  name  had 
appeared  among  tho  earliest  in  the  list  of  subscrihers,  had  been 
solicited  to  take  the  chair,  and  had  consented  to  do  so;  but 
ill-health  comjjclHiig  liina  to  retract  his  engagement,  Gran^Tlle 
Shaqs  Esq.,  the  former  chairman,  kindly  repeated  liis  services 
in  the  same  capacity.  At  this  meeting,  in  which  Williaju 
Wilborforco,  Esq.,  took  a  prominent  part,  the  amended  plan 
of  the  Society's  Regidationa  was  presented,  and  imanimously 
approved  luid  adopted. 

The  following  list  will  show  who  the  parties  wore,  to  whom 
the  honour  belongs  of  having  served  in  the  first  Committee  of 
tho  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  after  it  bad  acquired  a 
regular  and  permanent  constitution : 


William  Albas,  £Bq. 
T.  Babinoton,  Esq. 
TuoiuAS  Bernard,  Eeq. 
Joseph  Benwell,  Eeq. 
Wilson  Birkdeck,  Eeq. 
Henhv  Boase,  Esq. 
Joseph  Bunnell,  Esq. 

J,  BUTTERWOHTH,  Esq. 

Robert  Cowie,  Esq. 
Charles  Crawtobu,  Esq. 
John  Fenn,  Esq. 
Sbbastian  Fhidao,  Esq. 
Chahlzs  Grant,  Esq. 
Claes  GniLLj  Esq. 
Joseph  Hauccastle,  Esq. 
W.  Henrv  Hoare,  Esq, 
TuouAS  HoDSQN,  £sq. 
John  Daniel  Hobe^  Esq. 


Robert  Howard,  Esq. 
R.  Lea,  Elsq.  Alderman. 
Zackarv  Macaulay,  Escj. 
A.  Maitland,  Esq. 
AuBROSE  Martin,  Esq. 
Samuel  Mills,  Esq. 
Joseph  Reyner,  Esq. 
H.  Bchhoeder,  Esq. 
Granville  Sharp,  Esq. 
R.  Stainfohth,  Esq. 
Joseph  Smith,  Esq. 
James  Stephen,  Esq. 
Robert  Steten,  Esq. 
C.  SuKDiua,  Esq. 
Anthony  Waoneh,  Esq. 

W.  WlLBERFORCE,  Esq. 

Joseph  Wilson,  Esq. 
George  Wolff,  Esq. 
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The  practical  macliinery  of  the  Society  having  been  so  far 
adjusted,  its  principles  defined,  its  officers  appointed^  and  its 
Committee  determined,,  it  now  became  necess.iry  to  devise 
means  for  rendering  the  Institution  properly  known ;  and  by 
a  fair  exposition  of  its  nature,  its  views,  and  its  actual  qnaliH- 
eationS)  to  make  w^ay  for  its  obtaining  R'specttihle  patrouape 
and  competent  supjwirt-     With  this  view,  a  prospectus  was 
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prepared;  and  directions  were  given  that  it  should  be  pri 
and  widely  distributed.     The  prospectus  was  as  follows : 

*'  BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN  ElULE  SOCIETY. 

"  A  Society  having  been  formed  with  the  ahove  designation, 
it  has  been  judged  expedient  to  submit  to  tlic  public  a  brief 
statement  of  the  reasons  which  exist  for  sueh  a  Society,  of  the 
specific  object  which  it  enibmces,  and  of  the  principles  by 
which  its  operations  will  be  directed. 

"  ThG  reasons  which  call  for  such  an  Institution,  chiefly 
refer  to  tlie  prevalence  of  ignoTanee^  superstition,  and  idolati-y> 
over  so  large  a  portion  af  the  world ;  the  limited  nature  of  the 
respectable  Societies  now  in  existence,  and  their  ackuowledjred 
insuiticiency  to  supply  the  demand  for  Bibles  in  the  United 
Kingdom  and  foreign  countries ;  and  the  recent  attempts  wliich 
have  been  made  on  the  j>art  of  infidelity  tu  distiedil  the  evidence, 
vilify  the  character,  and  destroy  tlie  influence  of  Chris tianityi 

"  The  exclusive  ol^ect  of  this  Society  is,  to  diftuse  the 
knowledge  of  the  Holy  Scriptiu*cs,  liy  ctreulating  them  In  the 
different  lajiguages  spoken  throughout  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land; and  also,  according  to  the  extent  of  its  funds,  by  pro- 
moting the  printing  of  tliem  in  foreign  languages,  and  tlio 
diatribution  of  them  in  foreign  countries. 

"  Tho  principles  upon  whicii  tills  undertaking  will  be  con- 
ducted, are  as  comprehenaive  as  the  nature  of  the  object  suggests 
that  they  should  be.  In  the  execntion  of  the  plau»  it  Is  projjosod 
to  embrace  the  common  support  of  Christians  at  large;  and  to 
invite  the  concurrence  of  persons  of  every  description  who 
2>rofess  to  regard  the  Scriptures  as  the  prosier  standard  of  faith. 

'"  It  may  he  necessjiry  to  add,  in  soliciting  the  countenance 
of  the  pablic,  that,  m  consequence  of  the  enlarged  means  of 
instruction  which  the  lower  classes  of  this  counti-y  have  en- 
joy&I  of  late  years,  a  desire  of  perusing  the  Scriptures  has 
considerably  increased  among  tliom;  and  ali^o  that  in  Wales, 
Ireland,  Switzerland,  Germany,  Denmark,  and  other  j>arta  of 
the  world,  Bibles  arc  greatly  wanted,  and  in  some  are  sought 
with  ail  eagemesa  which,  but  for  authentic  assurances  to  (hat 
effect,  would  scarcely  be  creditecL" 

Before,  however,  this  jiroiipectus  was  issued,  anot}ior  im- 
]»rtant  stop  had  been  tiken^bytlw  appointment  of  a  President 
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to  the  Sociuty.     In  this  appointjiieiit  the  Society  waa  much 
inilcbtod  to  the  jud^imeiit  and  advice  of  tlie  eatimablo  Bishop 
of  London,  the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Porteus,  who,  in  an  interview 
with  Mr.  Owpn.tho  Secretary  of  the  Society  (and  nlao  hisLord- 
ship'^s  chaplain),  suggested  the  name  of  Lord  Ti.'ignmouth,  as  a  UnrdTaign- 
Noldtftnan  singularly  qnalificd  for  the  office.     The  sn^gesUon  p^'f^*ij'"pt 
was  iiniiicdialeiy  conveyed  to  tlie  Committee,  and  in  a  few  days  of  the  &o~ 
his  Lordship's  name,  as  President  of  the  Society,  appeared,  ^^~ 
pended  to  tlie  above  document.  No  appointment  coiiUi  Jiave  been 
happier,  more  honourable,  or  more  beneficial  to  the  Society. 

One  thing  more  was  deemed  requisite,  in  ortler  to  complete 
the  organizatiun  of  the  Society,  and  that  wa3  the  placing  it 
under  suitable  pdtronage*  This  object  also  was  satinfactorily  at- 
tained. On  the  15th  of  May,  the  day  after  Lord  Teignmouth's 
nominatioT^  to  the  Presidency,  the  Bishops  of  London  and  Dur- 
ham sent  in  their  names  as  snbscrtbera  of  Five  Gnincas  annually 
to  the  funds  of  the  Society ;  and  before  the  close  of  the  ensuing 
June,  both  these  Prelates,  together  with  the  Bishops  of  Exetei* 
(afterwards  Salisbury)  and  St.  David's,  accepted'  the  office  of 
Vice-President,  By  the  27th  of  July,  this  list  was  augmented 
with  the  names  of  Sir  William  Pepporell,  Bart.,  Vice-Admiral 
(afterwards  Loi'd)  Gambler,  Charles  GrantjEsq.,  and  William 
Wilberforce,  Esq,;  and  these,  together  with  lleiu-y  Thornton,, 
Esq,,  who  had  allowed  his  name  lo  stand  as  Treasurer  from 
the  commencement  of  the  Society,  filled  up  those  stations, 
which,  next  to  that  of  the  President,  determined  the  character 
and  fixed  the  re-spectabihty  of  the  Institutian, 

It  remains  to  add,  that  an  alteration,  confimiod  at  the  next  nna]  fom 
Aimual  Meetin<£,  was  now  made  in  the  Laws  and  Rerjulations,  in  ^[^jy^g 
order  to  bring  them  to  that  form  wliich  tliey  ulttnintely  as-  Laws  and 
sumed,  and  which,  with  a  very  smdl  variation,  to  be  afterwards  t^7  ~ 
noticed,  they  retain  to  the  present  day.     The  principal  altera- 
tion now  made  waa  by  the  addition  of  the  following:;  words  to  the 
fli-st  article,  op  rcgnlation — "The  only  copies  in  the  languages 
of  the  United  Kingdom  to  l>c  circulated  by  tho  Society,  shall 
be  the  antlmrized  version,  witliont  note  or  commenL"     The 
words  "without  note  or  comment"  were  afterwards  placed  in 
the  middle  of  th^   nrticle,   immetUately  following  the  words 
"  Holy  Scriptures,^  in  order  to  render  the  whole  article  more 
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HOME,     iiorspicuous  and  explicit.     Ac^pyofthe  standing  Laws  aiic 
Chap.  I.     Regulations,  as  thus  amondod,  is  here  given. 

^30*.  LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS 


BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

I.  The  designation  of  this  Society  shall  bo  the  BuTTiail 
AND  FOEEIGN  BiDLE  SOCTETT,  of  wllich  the  sole  object  shall 
he  to  encotirage  a  wider  circulation  of  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
without  noto  or  comment :  the  only  copies  in  the  languages  of 
the  United  Kingdom  to  be  circulated  hy  the  Society  shall  be 
the  authorized  version. 

II.  This  Society  shall  add  its  endeavours  to  those  employed 
by  other  Societies  for  circulating  the  Scriptures  through  the 
British  dominions;  and  shall  also,  according  to  its  ability, 
extend  its  influence  to  other  countries,  whether  Christian, 
Mahomedan,  or  Pagan. 

IIL  Each  Subscriber  of  One  Guinea,  anniially  shall  be  a 
Member. 

IV*  Each  Subscriber  of  Ten  Guineas  at  one  time  shall  be  a 
Member  for  Life. 

V*  Each  Subscriber  of  Five  Guineas  annually  shall  be  a 
Governor, 

VI.  Each  Subscriber  of  Fifty  Pounds  at  one  time,  or  who 
shall,  by  one  additional  payment,  increase  his  original  sub- 
scription to  Fifty  Pounds,  shall  be  a  Governor  for  Lifa 

VII.  Governors  sliall  be  entitled  to  attend  and  vote  at  all 
Meetings  of  the  Committee- 

VIII.  An  Executor  paying  a  Bequest  of  Fifty  Pounds  shall 
be  a  Member  for  Life;  or  of  One  Hundred  Pounds,  a  Govenor 
for  Life. 

IX.  A  Committee  shall  he  appointed  to  conduct  the  busineaa 
of  the  Society,  consisting  of  Thirty-six  Laymen,  Six  of  whom 
shall  he  Foreigners,  resident  in  London  or  its  vicinity:  half 
tho  remainder  shaU  be  Members  of  the  Church  of  England, 
and  the  other  half  Members  of  other  denominations  of  Chris- 
tians. Twenty-seven  of  the  above  number,  who  shall  have 
mo«t  frequently  attended*  shall  1>e  eligible  for  re-election  for 
the  ensuing  year. 
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The  Committee  sliall  appoint  all  Officers,  except  tlio  Tresi- 
suivr,  and  call  S]>ecbl  Gt:'?ieval  Meet i^jgs,  and  simll  ho  t-liar^od 
with  procuring  for  the  Society  suitable  patronage,  both  British 
and  Foreign, 

X.  Each  Member  of  the  Society  shall  be  entitled,  njider  the 
direction  of  the  Committee,  to  purcbase  Bibles  ajjd  Tt'stamcnts 
at  the  Snciety^a  prices^  which  shall  be  as  K>w  as  possJblo. 

XI.  The  Annual  ISR'eting  of"  the  Society  sIirII  bo  held  on 
the  first  Wednesday  in  May,  when  the  Treasurer  and  Com- 
mittee shall  be  chosen,  tlie  Accomits  presented,  and  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  foregoing  year  reptirted. 

XII.  The  President,  Vice-Presidents,  and  Treasurer,  shall 
be  consideivd,  ex-offtciOt  Members  of  the  Committea 

Xin.  Every  Clergyman  or  Dissenting  Minister  who  is  a 
Member  of  tiie  Society  shall  be  entitled  to  attend  and  vote  at 
all  Meetings  of  the  Committee. 

XIV.  The  Secretaries  for  the  time  beuig  shall  be  considered 
aa  Members  of  the  Committee ;  but  no  person*  deriving  any 
emolument  from  the  Society  shall  have  that  privilege. 

XV*  At  the  General  Meetings,  and  Meetingii  of  the  Com- 
mittee,  the  President,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  Vice-President 
first  upon  the  list  then  present ;  and  in  the  absence  of  all  the 
Vice-P residents,  the  Treasurer;  and  in  his  absence,  such 
Member  as  shall  be  voted  for  tliat  purjwse,  shall  preside  at 
the  Meeting, 

XVI.  The  Committee  shall  meet  on  the  first  Monday  in 
every  Month,  or  oftener  if  necessary, 

XVII.  The  Committee  shall  have  the  power  of  nominating 
such  persons  as  have  rendered  essential  services  to  the  Society, 
either  Members  for  Life,  or  Governors  for  Life. 

XVIII.  The  Committee  shall  also  have  tlio  jwwer  of  nomi- 
nating Honorary  Members  from  among  Foreigners  who  have 
promoted  the  objects  of  the  Society. 

XIX.  The  whole  of  the  Minutes  of  every  Gteneral  Meetmg 
shall  be  signed  by  the  Chairman. 

These  preliminary  arrangements  having    been    adjusted, 

•  Sul»«)ueiLU7,  izt  18-^,  altered  to  *'bo  other  peftoii":  see  Kineleijfttli 
Report,  p.  7.1. 
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the  Society  was  placed  in  a  condition  to  go  forward  In  the  fiil- 
glmoiit  of  the  moiiieutous  task  whicli  it  hud  voluntarily,  deli- 
berately, and,  wp  may  add,  in  a  hiunbic  relianco  on  the  Dh'inc 
blessing,  taken  npon  itself. 

Before,  however,  we  proceed  to  accompany  the  Society  in 
its  onward  mo^'emcnts,  it  may  be  well  to  pause,  though  it  be 
hut  for  a  moment,  tfl  notice  the  cnconroging  combination  of 
circumstances  which  marked  its  outsot.  Wc  see,  then,  before 
ua  an  Iiistitution,  novel  in  its  scope  and  constitution,  if  not 
wholly  so  in  its  immediate  object; — reared  in  comparative 
obscurity,  tlicn  suddenly  emerging  into  the  full  light  of  public 
favour ;— putting  foith  claims  miprecedented  in  the  annals  of 
the  Church,  and  havin|^  those  claims  resjwmded  to; — demanding 
an  organization  at  onco  difficult  and  compk^Xj  and  succeeding  in 
effecting  it ; — going  forth  on  an  almost  illimitable  field  of  labour, 
yet  not  without  tlic  aid  of  dauutless  hearts  and  willirfr  hands 
to  further  its  enterprise.  Had  the  object  of  the  Institution 
been  merely  earthly  and  secular,  we  could  scarcely  hav« 
failed  to  watcli  ita  iiiture  course  with  interest:  how  much 
more  may  it  bB  expected  we  slioiild  do  this,  when  its  aim  is 
apiritual  m^d  heavenly.  We  are  about,  be  it  remembered,  to 
trace  the  outgoings  and  ramifications  of  a  scheme  to  conunu- 
nlcnlc  to  all  tho  nations  of  the  earth  tlie  inestimable  blessings 
of  revealed  truth.  The  inipresa  of  a  Divine  direction  is 
surely  discernible  In  what  we  have  just  seen  of  the  origin  of 
the  scheme;  and  it  will  not  be  found  less  coiispicuons  in  its  sub- 
sequent nni'olding  and  progress.  We  have  just  seen  Uio  be* 
ginning  of  a  "  great  and  marvellous  work : "  let  us  be  prepared, 
at  every  step,  to  give  the  glory  to  Him,  to  whom  alone  all 
glory  is  due. 
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CHAPTER  a. 

THE   FIRST   PERIOn  OF   THE  feOCIETT*S  EFFORTS,    AND 
OUADUAL  EXTENSION. 

It^formation  d'tfftiwd  of  tit  Aim  and  Principles — Oemrnl  assu- 
rances of  Si/Tnpathff  and  Support — Inquiries  set  on  foot  as  to 

the  exiating  Need  of  the  ScriptuTvs  at  Jloyue  and  Abroad — Oor- 
t^pondi'fice  with  Oberlin — First  dhtribution  of  Scriptures  in 
IValeif  Irvlandf  and  Scotland — First  attachs  on  the  Soci$ttf, 

One  of  tlic  first  steps  now  taken  was  to  make  the  Society 
more  fulty  fcriown.  The  Prospectus  alrciidy  alluded  to,  which 
had,  heeli  previously  prepared,  and  which  ccfntuiiitd  a  state- 
ment of  the  reasons  exiating  for  such  a  SixjietVj  the  olyect 
omhraoed  by  it,  and  the  principles  by  which  ita  oi>erations  werw 
to  be  conducted,  wasj  together  with  a  Circular  signed  Ly  tho 
President,  printed  and  widely  dispersed. 

An  official  and  respectful  comuiuoication  announcing  ilie  for- 
mation of  the  Society,  and  ita  genera]  plan  iuid  design*  was  fiUo 
made  by  the  President  to  the  two  Religions  Societies  of  Enjr- 
land  and  Ireland,  "The  Society  for  Promoting  Christian  Know- 
ledge," and  "Tho  Association,  ui  Dublin,  for  discount enanc-ing 
vice  and  promoting  the  knowledge  and  practice  of  llie  Christian 
Religion":  from  the  latter^  a  friendly  reply,  was  shortly 
atter  received. 

The  uotiiioatian  thus  made  to  the  public  was  soon  followed 
l>y  an  influx  of  communications,  giving  fnendly  Jissnrance-s  of 
synipatliy  and  supiwrt.  Several  associated  bodies,  as  well  aa 
innumerable  Individuals,  hastened  to  testJfy  their  approbation 
of  the  new  Society,  and  their  wiUuignesa  to  co-oi>erate  with 
it.  Tins  wag  the  case  with  the  latter  of  tho  two  Societies, 
mentioned  above. — The  Presbytery  of  Gla^^ow  directed  con- 
tributions to  be  received  for  the  Institution  from  all  the 
chtircbcs  and  chapels  within  their  bounds,*  which  act  was 

*  In  this  fri^mdly  moveiiicnt  tbe  uonie  of  Darid  Date,  Eaq.,  of  Qliu- 

g^w,  appears  conspicuous.    Owen,  Vol.  I.  p.  l«I.  1    Ji    
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confinnijcl,  nnd  the  example  followed  by  the  Sjyiioil  of  Glasgow 
and  Ayr,  njid  also  hy  different  classes  of  Disst-utera  in  Scotland. 
Within  the  first  year,  tlie  Principality  of  Wsdes,  stimuhit^  hy 
the  efforts  of  Mr.  CharlGa  of  liala,  and  tlie  recommend atiou  of 
the  Bishop  of  Hnngor,  lir*  Warren,  sent  np  a  mass  of  contri- 
butions, both  congregational  and  personal,  amounting  to  nearly 
£1900.  Such  a  stun  was  the  more  remarkahle,  and  certainly 
not  tlic;  less  gi'atifying,  from  the  consideration  of  its  having 
been  contributed,  for  the  mcpst  part^  hy  pci'suna  composing  tlie 
plain  and  inferior  orders  of  the  community. 

The  publicity  given  to  the  Institution,  and  the  effects  result- 
ing from  a  knowledge  of  its  eatablishment,  were  not  conBued 
to  the  United  Kingdom.  The  formation  of  the  Society  was 
hailed  witli  delight  in  Germany,  Switzerland,  and  many  other 
parts  of  the  continent  of  Eui'ope,  -  The  imperial  t*ity  of  Nurem- 
berg became  digtinguisbed  as  the  centre  of  the  first  associated 
efforts  connnenced  abroad  in  connection  with  the  Scnciety  i 
and  Pastor  Obcrlin  and  Professor  Van  Ess,  were  among  tiie 
first  to  be  euroUed  on  the  list  as  ita  foreign  correspondents. 

In  conjunction  with  these  efforts  to  diffuse  informntion 
respecting  the  Society,  the  inquiries  which  had  been  set  on  foot 
for  ascertaining  the  waiit  of  tJie  Holy  Scriptures,  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  were  renewed.  It  soon  I>ecanie  apparent,  that  the 
deficiency  which  had  been  discovered  iu  Wales,  existed  to  an 
cqud,  if  not  greater  extent  in  otlier  parts  of  the  United  King- 
dom, and  tliat  the  destitution  in  foreign  countries  was  apK 
palling.  Many  of  the  representations  thus  elicited,  especially 
those  from  the  Continent,  were  accompanied  with  the  must 
eamost  and  affecting  appeals  for  aid.  It  was  felt  to  be  an  im- 
perative and  immediate  duty  to  take  measures  frtr  the  supply 
of  these  necessities ;  and  to  tins  object,  which  cmistitutes, 
indeed,  the  proper  businei^s  of  the  Society,  the  attention  of  ita 
Committee  was  now  in  good  earnest  directed. 

Grants  of  books  and  money  were  made  tor  the  enconrage- 
mont  of  foreign  operations,  and  suppUes  of  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ments sent  abroad.  The  attention  of  the  Society  was  also,  at 
this  early  stage  of  its  proceedings,  called  to  the  subject  of 
foreign  translations ;  and  it  is  remarkuliiL'  that  tJie  first  of  tliese 
WRre  the  ChlJieac  and  the  Mohawk. 
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Tlie  nioasiirts,  however,  wtiieh  were  adopted  in  regard  to  HOME, 
foreign  eoimtriofi  %vill  be  more  fully  detailed  in  a-auhsequcnt  part  ^ ^  ~^  i  j 
of  tbia  history.  But  it  may  be  proper  here  to  ruiuark,  tlml 
from  the  very  cstaldishment  of  the  Soeiety*  a  large  portion  of 
the  time,  lit  ii.II  sittiuya  of  its  Committee,  had  been  devoted  to 
the  Society's  forelj^n  transactions— to  the  reading  of  corre*' 
spondence,  and  to  deliberations  on  the  courae  reqiusite  to  be 
tiiken,  in  carrying  on  a  work  which  was  soon  found  to  be  one 
of  no  ordinary  interest,  and  which,  while  branching  into  a 
variety  of  departnjcnts  at  home,  extended  itself  at  last  to 
almost  every  part  of  the  jjlobe. 

To  meet  the  wants  of  our  own  country,  measures  were  im- 
mediately  taken  to  obtain  large  supplies  of  the  English  aiid 
Welsh  Scriptures;  to  which  were  subsef|uently  added  the 
Sc-riptures  in  the  Irish,  Gaelic,  Manx>  and,  for  the  ClianneJ 
Islands,  in  the  French ;  thus  comprising  the  several  languages 
spoken  thiNau^hout  the  United  Kingdom.' 

It  is  worthy  of  noticej  that  about  this  time  the  process  of  Stereotype 
Stereotype  printin<r  hud  just  come  uito  use,  and  thus,  at  anoj>-  n^^'^r^f* 
portune  momentj  contributed  greatly  to  facilitate  the  Society's  brought 
o[w.rations,  both  by  the  rapid  multiplication  of  copies,  and  by 
the  reduced  cost  of  theii*  produL'tion. 

This  art,  thoug:h  partially  known  many  years  before,  had 
lieen  advanced  considerably  towai'ds  perfection  by  the  united 
ingenuity  and  perseverance  of  Earl  Stanhope  and  Mr.  An- 
drew Wilson;  and  to  the  latter  belongs  the  praise  of  having 
brouijlit  it  into  general  notice,  and  qualified  it  for  l>eing 
advantageously  employed  in  printing  the  Holy  Scriptures. 
Mr.  Wilson  had  oi^ened  a  negociation  with  the  Univer- 
sity of  Cambridge,  which  had  been  brought  to  a  favotu^ 
able  issue ;  and  the  Syndics  of  the  Press  had  concluded  to 
adopt  hia  process  for  printing  Bibles  and  Testaments,  at  the  very 
period  in  which  mquiriea  were  making'  by  the  Soc-icty  into  tiie 
i>c3t  mode  of  obtaining  supplies  of  both,  in  the  languages  of  the 
Uiiited  Kingdom,  The  plan  of  printing  llie  Scriptures  by 
atereotyj>e  appeared  to  otter  so  many  and  important  advantages, 
by  funiishing  the  means  of  a  regular  and  permanent  supply  of 
copied,  by  periK-tuating  a  correct  and  standard  tcjtt,  and  favoui- 
■  Owen,  V(j1.  I.  p.  89. 
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Illy;  its  ^]icr.it  propf\p:attoi\  tlirougli  the  country.,  and,  finally, ty 
materially  reducing  the  price — that  it  was  judged  expedi'wnl  tu 
give  it  tlie  doL-ided countenance  of  thelii3titutian,aad  to  stipuhite 
for  enpagemeiits  to  sucli  an  amount  as  might  encourage  tlio 
prompt  and  complete  adoption  of  the  system.  Under  this  con- 
viction, after  the  result  of  very  extended  inquiries  had  been 
nmturtily  considered,  a  Kesulution  was  passed,  that  a  numlier 
of  litblea  and  Testaments  in  stereotype  should  he  immetliately 
ordered,  mid  among  tliat  nuraljer  twenty  thousand  WeUh 
Bibles  and  five  thougmid  Tcstmnents  were  included,  Thia  was 
on  the  3d  of  Sci)tcmlier  1804.* 

Abont  this  [icrtad,  also,  the  foundation  was  laid  for  tliat  Bib- 
lical Libi*ary  which,  by  gradual  aecumulatiou,  is  now  boeome 
ctinwiJdcrable  mid  uiiporlant.  It  had  appeared  to  many  fricu 
of  the  Institution  in  a  liigh  degree  desirable  and  e:x[MxUe 
that  copies  should  he  pi-ocnrud  (as  far  as  practicable)  of  all  ti: 
existing  versions  of  the  Holy  Scriptures;  in  order  tliat  the 
Society  miylit  not  be  at  a  loss  ibr  a  standm'd  t.'dition,  and  Hil' 
means  of  collation,  whenever  an  occasion  should  arise  for  print- 
ing an  iuiprisssion  on  ita  owu  accoimt.  The  first  step  which 
was  taken  lit  pursuance  of  this  design  is  to  be  traced  in  a  Reso-,^ 
lution  (passed  on  the  3d  of  December  1804),  by  which  it  wadfl 
determined,  that  of  every  edition  or  translation  of  the  Holy 
Scrij>turcs,  or  of  part^  thei"eof,  printed  under  the  ausiHces  of 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  six  or  more  copies 
»]iou]d  be  transmitted,  to  be  lodged  in  its  Depository.  But 
it  was  foivaecn  that  the  operation  of  tliia  measure  would 
uiiavoidahly  slow,  limited,  and  remote,  it  was  ailerw 
delcrmhied  that  an  appeal  should  be  made  to  tlit^  coi: 
miinity  at  ktr^e,  through  the  medium  of  certaui  daily 
iiew3pa|iers    imd    j>eri«xlical   i»ublications   of  diaracter,   soli- 

*  This  pnK%ss  of  printing,  boweTer,  luu  nt  length,  in  a  great  (Ifgr&«j^| 
giTPn  jiWe  to  another — thut  of  "  atiinJing  h'lHes"— wlpch,  iHotitrh 
involving-  a  piuuk  liirjfer  outlay  lit  the  commcnci'ioftit,  jirovts  to  be,  oa  the 
wliule,  wlii're  a.  ^cat  numlu^r  of  ei^jwrate  eilitiuiis  are  required,  butji 
more  efiitknt  uud  more  ecoaomicuL  Tliu  jiruuess  coaeisCd  of  setting 
the  whuk  hmk  up  at  once  in  tjrji*,  and  in  keeping'  tLc  type  iii  that 
stiilfi  " Bttin J!ii|r,"  or*  "fixed,"  ami  pn  jiriiiCing-  from  each  piijre  or  form 
as  it  E[n;iclt!<,  wkhuat  L-ststin'^  pkt^s,  The  t^<;  thus  prepareU  ia  fuuud  to 
\mt  much  liiii^iT,  find  urruRi  are  niure  pauly  cumcted. 
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Citing  donations  of  Biblee,  Teatamente,  or  portions  of  tho 
Scriptures,  in  tlia  ancient  or  modem  languages.  TIic  first 
fruits  of  tills  dctemunntiDn  weru  a  munificent  pri^sent  fVoin 
GianvilJe  Sharp,  Es<p,  of  tliij-tv-nine  copiL>3  of  the  Holy  S<Tii>- 
tures,  or  eertnin  portions  of  tlie;ni>  in  various  latiguaj^es,  to- 

Igt'ther  with  the  Irish  and  Italian  versions  of  the  English  Li- 
tufgy.  Thus  the  first  chairman  of  the  Sociuty  became  also 
tho  first  contribntor  to  it«  library,* 
The  Society  had  now  entered  with  much  vigour  on  its 
prescribed  conrGe  of  action,  cncourajs;ed  by  the  patronage  of 
many  of  the  groat  and  honoiirabJe,  aald  effectively  sustnined 

I  by  the  libcrcd  contributions,  lUid  doubtless  also  by  tho  prayers 
of  a  multitude  of  the  good,  in  evipry  coramunity,  and  of  every 
grade  and  rank.  f ! 

It  was  soon^howeyer,  found  that  the  path  which  the  Society 
had  marked  out  for  itself,  howevei'  simple,  unexceptionable, 
and  prjusewordiy  it  might  ?rppear,  was  not  to  be  puraued  with- 
out impediment  and  oppoattion.  Irrespective  of  the  difhcnlties 
naturally  attendant  on  a  work  of  such  a  nature  and  magnitude, 
and  where  tlio  advantage  of  exjiericnce  had  yet  to  be  gained, 
B  suspicion  of  the  Socict^''6  motives  began  to  show  itself  in  some 
'  quarters,  and  in  otiiera  an  attitude  of  direct  hostility  was 
assumed. 

The  first  painful  discussion  that  arose,  relatt'd  to  tho  test  to 
be  employed  tor  a  now  edition  c»f  the  Welsh  Bible  ;  that  wlutli 
was  in  use  havhig  been  revised,  imd  sligiitly  altered,  chieHy  in 
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*  The  example  iset  by  tlii?  Illustrious  man  has  been  aince  ejkt«ii,siTeIy 
folIoweJ  by  otiifir  frienda  of  the  Society,  who,  from  tune  to  tinii*,  have 
contril>uted  versions  of  the  Bible  in  varioiia  langTiag^B,  works  on  Biblical 
cnticina,  Gmsmiars,  and  Dictitmories. 

The  library  now  cunaista  of  about  5O0O  Tolumes  of  printeJ  bookd 
and  mannflcripts,  of  which  by  for  the  "  greater  part  are  jireseat.*,  while  a 
few  hnvtf  been  jjurehjised,  and  the  re«t  are  copies  of  versions  pabliBhed  by 
Uie  Society." 

-  Altogether  it  L-ontains  versiona  of  the  Holy  Scriptures— a ther  in  irhole 
orm  part— in  mure  iLaa  15U  different  liuijiruagva.  In  Commentaries  and 
Bibli^.^!  criticism  the  Library  ie  udt  00  rich  as  cuuM  be  denied.  *She 
Maine  may  be  siijd  of  its  Ljturg^wa!  works,  and  ihu  definrtment  of  general 
tbeolajfy.  With  GranjHiars,  iJictialiafifi^j  find  jdiUijlogiciil  Worka  j^ne- 
rally,  it  13  reai»«:tiibly  furnished,  but  litire  also  mBoy  detieiencies.  iiiig-lit 
benot!(;e4i,  — !:>ee  Preliici;  to  tbc  nrw  CiiUilyjjur  of  the  Satiety's  Librury. 
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tho  ortliograplij,  under  the  care  of  the  Rev,  Mr.  Charles  of 
Bain.  Some  imputations  being  cast  on  this  revisod  text,  and 
un  the  Society  aa  countenancing  It,  the  subject  was  8ui>* 
initted  to  a  full  and  careftil  investigation,  and  was  ultimately 
disposed  of,  without  any  disparagement  of  the  labours  of  Mr. 
Charles,  hj  the  adoption  of  the  Biune  text  as  that  employed  or 
sanctioned  hy  the  Christian  Knowledge  Society.*  By  this  step 
nil  further  controversy  was  avoided,  and  the  affair  brought  to 
an  amicable  concliision,  Tliere  were  ordered  to  be  printed 
twDnty  thousand  copies  of  the  complete  Welsh  Bible,  and 
ten  t]u>usand  Tcstninents;  and  such  has  continued  to  bo 
the  demand  for  the  Scriptures  in  Wales,  that  subsequent 
editions,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  nearly  nine  hundred 
thousand,  including  about  twelve  thousand  Testaments  in 
Welsh  and  English,  have  been,  up  to  the  present  timc> 
called  for. 

Of  the  Many  direct  attacks,  which  the  Institution  was 
destined  to  encounter,  the  first  was  opened  in  a  publication  en- 
titlcd,  "An  Address  to  Lord  Teignmouth,  &c.,  by  a  Country 
Clergyman/' t  Though  little  deserving  of  notice  in  itself,  yet> 
ii'oux  the  importance  of  tlie  tjiUGstion  which  it  professed  to 
discuss,  naiuely,  the  dftngei*  to  be  apprehended  to  the  Ksta- 
hlishod  Church  from  the  new  Society,  it  was  judged  expedient 
by  the  BIsliop  of  London  to  convene  a  meeting  of  tlie  episcopal 
patrons  of  the  Society,  to  deliberate  on  the  subject  of  tliia 
pamphlet.  After  receiving  full  explanations  from  the  Presi- 
dent and  Secretary,  their  Lordships  expressed  themselves 
entirely  satisfied  -with  the  conduct  of  the  Society,  and  unani- 
mously deteiTJiined  that  it  should  continue  to  receive  their 
snpiiort.  Mr,  Owen,  at  the  request  of  the  Bishop,  published 
a  pamphlet  in  reply,  which  was  entitled,  "A  Letter  to  a 
Country  Clergyman,  &c.,  by  a  Suburban  Clergyman." 

We  may  here  allude  to  a  circumstance  which,  though  it 
relates  to  a  foreign  transaclioii,  may  be  taken  as  illustrative  of 


*  For  a  full  account  of  tUe  prnceedings  in  this  co-se,  in  which  the  Bociety 
wiifi.  for  a  time  broUErht  into  collision  witli  the  Clirisdan  Knowledge  So- 
ciety, see  Owen,  Vol.  1.  p.  138;  and  Dpjiltry'a  Viuilicatioii.  St-t  ulso  Ap- 
pendix tn  ilip  wimf,  where  the  officiiil  fiorresjioiidiyite  19  detailed. 

t  Owi-ii,  Vol.  l.  11.105. 
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the  cautJousBCTS  with  which  tlie  proceedinga  of  the  Society 
were  conducted  at  home.  It  haviug  come  to  the  knowk-dge 
of  the  Committoe  that  tlio  NuremlxTg  Society  had,  at  tho 
request  of  a  no^vly-forined  Roman-Catholic  Society  at  Ratis- 
bon,  exchanged  a  grant  of  one  thousand  Protestant  Kew  Tes- 
tamenta  for  an  equal  numlicr  of  Roman-Catholic  ones,  the 
Committee,  fearing  to  comuiit  themselves  precipitately  to  a 
course  of  action,  on  the  tendi^ncy  of  which  they  did  not  feel  at 
tlie  moment  prepared  to  decide^  interjK>sed,  and  uiduced  the 
Nuremberg  Society  to  rescind  their  grant,*  At  the  same  time, 
however,  to  prevent  disappointment,  and  with  a  \'iew  to  protect 
the  British  and  Foreign  Society  from  thu  chiirge  of  illiberality, 
flfl  well  as  to  uphold  the  credit  of  the  Nuremberg  Society, 
some  members  of  the  Committee  imited,  in  their  private 
capacity,  to  defray  the  cost  of  the  thousand  Testaments  re- 
quired for  Ratisbon. 

In  September  1805,thefirst  impression  of  aNewTeatametit, 
printed  expressly  tor  the  use  of  the  Society,  was  brought  out, '  It 
Was  in  English,  from  stereotype  plates,  and  exhibited  x\\q  earliest 
example  of  the  application  of  this  mode  of  printing  to  any  pai-t 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  As  it  was  the  first  sample  of  the 
editions  provided  by  the  Society  tor  Iiomc  circulationj  a  copy 
of  it  was  presented  to  the  President,  tlie  Vice-Presidents,  each 
memlier  of  the  Committee,  and  the  principal  officers  of  the 
Society,  both  as  a  mark  of  due  rcsjjcct,  and  as  a  testimony 
that  the  copies  issued  in  the  languages  of  tlie  United  Kingdom 
would  tje,  what  the  fundamental  rule  had  stipulated  they  should 
be,  "  the  authorised  version,  without  note  or  comment." 

With  a  view  to  identify  the  copies  issued  by  the  Society, 
and  thereby  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  any  fraud  njwn 
its  charity,  the  Society's  imprint  v>a&  inserted  in  the  title-page, 
and  its  desigUiition  stamped  ujwjn  the  binding  i  an  expedient 
which  has  since  been  adopted  by  other  Societies,  both  at  home 
and  abroad. 

An  impression  of  the  New  Testament  having  tlnis  been 
preparod,  the  work  of  distributiun  in  the  United  Kingdom 
commenced  without  delay.  Ireland,  whose  wants  were 
deemed  the  must  urgent,  and  wltc  also,  at  that  time,  the  best 

•  Oweu,  Vol.  I.  p.  177. 
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ascfftnined,  was  the  first  &c'ene  iri  which  it  waa  carried  iatd 
offtict.  Individual  agents  and  Sunday  Schools  were  the  me- 
diums throuj^h  which  tlie  cq>ies  troiiamittcd  tor  this  purpuse 
were  put  into  circulatioii.  The  Dublin  Association  was  also 
asaistcd,  as  wore,  subsequently,  the  Naval  and  Military  Bible 
Society  in  London,  and  other  relij^iaus  Institutions  in  tius 
country,  by  bcuig  permitted  to  share  with  the  Society  in  its 
advMitageoua  arrangements  with  the  University  of  Gatnbridge; 
and  every  opiKirtiinity  ivaa  ca^rly  embraced  of  suj>plyin^, 
both  directly  and  indirectly,  the  scriptural  wants  of  the  popu- 
latioHj  and  of  exciting  attention  to  the  importance  of  rending 
and  dispersing  the  lively  oracles  of  God. 

Odo  of  the  earliest  and  moat  beneficial  results  of  tlio 
distribation  in  Ireland,  was  the  establislunent  of  a  Bible 
Society  at  DuLUiif  on  similar  principles  and  in  friendly  con- 
nection with  the  British  and  Foretfjn  Bible  Society ;  an  ho- 
nourable precursor  to  wliichj  had  becin  found  in  the  Dublin 
Association  for  Discountenancing  Vice  and  Promoting  the 
Knowledge  and  Pi-actice  of  the  Christiiui  Religion,  wliichi 
in  conjunction  with  its  other  objects,  had  also  done  much 
towards  the  circuhition  of  the  Holy  Scriptures;*  not  enough, 
however,  to  preclude  the  necessity  of  a  new  Society  exeluaively 
devoted  to  tliis  pm^wse.  Hence  the  formation  of  the  Dublin 
Bible  Society,  aJ'terwards  called  the  Hibernian  Bible  Society  ; 
an  lustiluliou,  SDial!  in  it-a  commencement,  and  subsisting  for 
a  ]jeriod  witli  very  limited  countenance  and  equivocal  supjtort  j 
but  now  iKisscasing  distinguished  patronage,  ftnd  oixrating 
with  enlarged  means  and  great  activity  tlirough  the  whole  of 
the  sister  country. 

The  attention  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  was, 
about  tliifi  time,  excited  to  the  consideratiinn  of  the  Gaelic 
Scrliitures.  Ucprcseutations  were  transmitted  fi-om  persons  of 
credibility,  stating  that,  in  the  Highlands  of  Scothmd,  very 
few  (wrsona  were  in  |>ossesHion  of  a  comjtlete  Bible;  tha* 
among  those  who  possessed  a  single  voluine  of  the  four  in 
which  the  Scripturra  had  been  published,  the  ]>roportioii  did 
not  exceed  one  in  forty ;  that  the  pricu  of  a  complete  copy 

•  For  a  fulticr  accimtit  of  the  vuluuble  efforta  of  tliia  Swiiety,  see  Owm, 
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was  not  easily  procurable  at  any  price,     it  Wfis  ai 
that,  in  tbo  Island  of  Skye,  contairuug  about  15jtXI0  persons, 
acarttily  one  Gaelic  Blblt;  was  to  be  found. 

It  further  appeared,  on  the  authority  of  im  address, 
delivered  in  May  1H03,  by  tlie  Secretary  to  the  "Society 
in  Scotland  for  Propugutin^  Cliristian  Knowledge,"  that,  "out 
of  335,000  persons  in  Oie  Highlands,  300,000  were  considered 
not  to  understand  any  other  lanjjiiiage  than  the  GaeUc,  so  far 
at  least  as  to  coiiipreheud  a  book  written,  or  a  continued  dis- 
course." 

This  information  was  of  a  natm*e  to  awaken  the  most  lively 
concern  ill  the  niinds,  of  the  Committee.  It  was  immediately 
felt  that  an  attempt  ought  to  be  made  to  meet  tlie  wants  and 
the  desires  of  a  jx?ople  so  trnly  deserving  of  compassion  and 
reliell  After  a  friendly  corresijondence  with  tlie  Society  in 
Scotland  for  Propagating  Christian  Knowledge,  which  waa 
at  that  ihne  itself  engaged  in  printing  an  editiun  of  these 
Scripturets,  it  was  determined,  on  the  part  of  the  British  and 
Foreign   Bible   Society,   to  print  a  new  edition  of  20,000 

aie^  of  tlie  Old   and   New  Testjunent,   in   the  Giielic  lan- 

(ge,  for  the  usy  of  the  Highlanders ;  the  Siune  ver- 
sion being  adopted  as  tliat  used  by  tlie  abovcnamed  renerablo 
Society, 

The  version  wliich  conatituted  this  text  had  been  effected 
with  singular  care,  and  waa  recommended  by  testimonies  to  its 
fidelity  jmd  accuracy  wliieh  entitlud  it  to  tho  highest  rps[>ect. 
That  portion  of  it  which  contained  the  New  Testajiient,  was 
the  production  of  the  Rev.  James  Stewart,  Minister  of  Killin, 
and  was  printed,  at  the  expense  of  the  above  Society,  in  1767, 
previously  to  which  era  no  part  of  tlie  Holy  Scxipturis  had 
appeared  in  a  Gaelic  dross.  In  1803,  under  the  auspices, 
and  at  tlie  expense  of  the  same  Society,  the  Old  Testament 
was  pubhshed.  Three  parts  out  of  lour,  into  which  this 
portion  of  tlie  Bible  had  been  divided,  were  rendered  frora  th« 
Hebrew,  with  prrcatsimplicity^  and  with  as  literal  an  adherence 
to  the  original  text  as  tlic  idiom  of  the  re3|tcctivc  languages 
would  athiiit.  In  tlie  fourth  ^mrt,  executed  by  an^jtlier  lajid, 
the  style  was  described  :is  receding  fi-om  tlus  simplicity,  and 
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the  literal  and  plain  interpretation  was  said  to  liave  l"et*n 
exchanged  for  the  free  and  elevated.  This  division,  therefore, 
of  the  sacred  text,  was  judiciously  placed  under  correction  by 
tlie  Scottish  Society. 

Such  was  the  text  from  which  the  impression  of  the 
British  and  Fordgn  BiWe  Society  waa  afterwards  printed ; 
and  it  deserves  to  be  recorded^  to  the  honour  of  the  Diivctors 
of  "  the  Society  in  Scotland  for  Propagating  Christiim  Know- 
ledge," that,  wiion  addreaaed  on  the  subject  of  the  Gaelic 
Scriptures,  though  occupied  themselves  in  preparliig  an  edition, 
thoy  did  no^  betray  any  sjniiptonia  of  selfishness  or  jealousy,  but 
generously  imparted  the  desired  infonnation  j  and  fiimished 
a  copy  of  the  Old  Testamentj  as  soon  as  it  left  their  press, 
for  the  use  of  the  printer  employed  by  the  British  and  Fo- 
reign BiUo  Society.  Successive  editions,  either  of  the 
whole  Bihle  or  the  New  Testament,  have  since  Ijeen  brought 
out  and  distributed,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  nearly  150,000 
copies. 

The  case  of  the  numerons  prisoiicra  of  war,  in  this 
country,  next  claimed  and  received  the  consideration  of  tho 
Society.  They  numbered,  at  that  time,  about  30,000,  bijing 
chiefly  French  and  Spanish  prisoners.  For  their  special 
benefit,  imprcs&ions  both  of  the  French  BiUo  and  Spanish 
Testament  were  printed,  fmd  other  menanres  adopted  that 
appeared  called  for  by  the  occasion.  Thus  a  beginning  was 
made  in  that  department  of  beiieficenLe  which  afterrv-ardst  for 
a  length  of  time,  occupied  tho  labours  of  the  Society;  many 
evideaces  of  the  pleasing  results  of  which,  both  inmiediate  and 
rcmotCj  Wore  afforded^  Otiicr  foreigners  also,  whether  occa- 
Biunally  located  or  (lerraanently  established  in  this  countiy, 
shared  in  the  solicitude  of  the  Society,  and,  whero  they  needed 
its  assistance,  readily  nl^tained  it.  Among  these  may  he  )>i]T*- 
tieularly  UKntioncd  natives  of  Germanj^,  resident  in  tho  mctro- 
polisj  or  in  diflerent  parts  of  the  empire* 

The  period  was  now  come  for  the  commencement  of 
thnt  wider  organization  by  wliich  the  Society  was  destinett  to 
difliise  itself  through  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  empire. 
We  refer  to  those  volimtary  AA«f>ci:aions  In  aid  of"  the  Sucietv, 
which  tills  WAV  beirau  to  be  luruiLN-L     The  HrsI  demonstralJun 
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tn  favour  of  the  Society,  wpoii  a  principk-  of  combined  and 
aggregate  exertion,  had  been  made  iii  Miirch  18Ct5,  wlit-n  the 
Presli'^tery  of  Glasgow  s^t  the  example,  so  speedily  and 
lionourdily  i'ollnwed  by  the  S^>iiod  uf  Glasgow  niid  A}T,  aiid 
afterwai'da  by  difterent  Presbyteries,  of  a  eollection  at  all  the 
parish  chmvhea  find  chapels  within  its  hounds.  The  Society 
in  Scotland  for  Propagating  Christian  Kiiowletlge,  also  issued 
an  Address  recoiuinciidatory  of  the  Society,  one  of  the  earliest 
and  moat  benefieial  results  i}(  wbieli  was  a  collection  on  it^ 
behalf  throughout  tlie  bounds  of  the  Presbjtery  of  Edinburgh. 
All  Association  wag  formed  in  London,  hi  July  1805,  ori- 
ginating with  a  few  individuals  of  comparative  obscurityj  and 
aspiring  to  no  other  distinction  than  that  of  exemplary  zeal  fob 
the  diftusion  of  scriptural  truth.  Another  Assoeii'ition  was 
established,  in  April  IH06,  in  the  town  of  Birmingham,  chiefly 
through  the  instnuncnfality  of  a  highly-reapected  clergyman, 
the  Rev.  Edward  Burn,  of  which  he  and  the  Rev,  John 
Angell  James  became  the  first  Secretaries.  It  must,  mdced, 
be  conceded  in  favour  of  the  Principality,  that  the  congrega- 
tional collections  made  in  that  country  (the  first  which  took 
place  on  lUiy  considerable  scale),  partook,  in  some  measure,  of 
the  aggregate  quality  of  the  ahove  Associations,  with  this 
difference,  however,  that  the  collections  transmitted  from 
Wales  wei'e  contingent  and  occasional,  while  the  contributions 
from  Glasgow,  Edinburgh,  London,  and  Birmingham,  were 
raised  upon  system,  and  accompanied  with  a  pledge  of  con- 
tinuance and  periodical  renewal.  The  Associations  in  London 
and  Birniinghiun  contained  the  rudimental  origmalsT  and  were, 
in  fact,  the  harbingers  of  those  most  useful  and  productive  In- 
stitutions, Auxiliary  Bible  Societies. 

While  the  Society  was  thus  variously  occupied,  and  re- 
ceiving testimonies  of  approbation  and  countenance  from  difte- 
rent quarters,  the  elements  of  hostility  were  etill  secretly  at 
work,aJid  a  storm  was  collecting,  by  which  the  agents  who  raised 
it  presumptuously  hoped  to  involve  the  Institution  in  certain 
and  tiTemediablc  destruction.*  The  mode  of  attack  was  similar 
to  that  which  Lad  been  adopted  on  the  former  occasion— an 
attempt  to  detach  from  the  Society  its  episcopal  i>atrons ;  and 
#  Owm,  Vul.  I.p.23I. 
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it  ended,  as  that  had  done,  in  utter  disayhpointment  and  defeat 
A  pamplikt  was  addressed  to  the  Bishop  of  London,  charging 
hull  wit)i  "  misleading  his  <?piscopal  hrethren,  and  betraying 
the  Established  Church  by  his  connection  with  the  Society." 
At  the  desire  of  the  Bishop,  Mr.  Owen  prepared  for  him  a 
meniorial,  containing  a  solid  examination  of  facta^  adapted  t*> 
explain  the  natxire  of  the  Society'^  general  proceedings,  and  to 
evince  the  correctness  with  wliich  it  had  adliered  to  its  fiuida- 
montat  regulations,  in  all  its  transactions  both  abroad  and  at 
home.  After  a  tune,  Mr.  Owen  had  the  Satisfaction  of  leani- 
ing  from  his  Lordsliip,  that  the  whole  impression  of  the 
panipldet  had  been  withdrawn.  It  turned  out  that  the  writer 
of  it  was  the  same  individual  who,  m  the  Spring  of  1805,  liad,, 
nnder  the  chai'acter  of  &  "  Country  Clergyman,"  addressed 
Lord  Teignmouth. 

In  the  month  of  July  1806,  the  first  edition  of  the  Society's 
stereotype  Welsh  New  Testamentj  the  printing  of  which  had 
been  retarded  by  causes  already  adverted  to,  was  completed, 
and  immediately  put  into  circulation.  It  obtauied  a  rapid 
sale,  and  was  considered,  on  good  authority,  to  surpass,  in 
correctness,  any  other  which  had  then  been  printed  in  the 
Widish  language.* 

Further  editions  of  the  Englijih  Scriptures,  from  the  stereo- 
type press,  including  two  of  the  entire  Blblo,  were  now  brought 
out;  showing  tiuit  the  Society  was  not  unfaithful  to  the  domestic 
object  of  its  appointment,  and  was  not  tempted,  by  its  various 
and  interesting  engagementa  in  foreign  parts,  to  lose  aiglit  of  a 
due  provision  for  our  own  country.  And  when  it  is  obscrTed, 
that  in  these,  as  well  as  in  all  subGerjuent  editioUiS  of  the 
English  Scriptures,  the  authorized  text,  without  note  or  com- 

*  The  follDwIsg  account  of  the  manner  in  which  these  Tntameats 
were  recei\-ed  vi  given  on  tlie  authority  of  "on  eyewitnese." 

"  Wht-n  the  arrivnl  of  tlie  cart  was  announced  wlii^th  cnrried  the  first 
eacred  load,  the  Wekb  peawmts  wpnt  out  in  crowds  to  meet  it ;  wdcomed 
it  OB  the  IsmeUtee  did  the  ofk  cf  old ;  drew  it  into  the  town ;  and  engvrly 
txire  off  eveij' copy,  sa  rupidly  as  they  coulil  be  ciiapersed.  Tbi'  young- 
people  wfFB  to  l*  fleen  coueuminfj  tlie  wliole  nig-ht  in  raiding'  it.  La- 
brtHrtfH  eftrri^d  it  with  them  to  the  tit^IJ,  that  they  miirht  enjoy  it  durinsr 
the  intfrvBU  of  their  iHlKiori,  aud  Iwe  no  op7»ortiinity  of  hcromin;;  ac- 
(juninted  with  its  sacri'd  iraiiiB.— Christian  Obitcrvfrjbr  Jnit/  WIO, 
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ment,  was  osclusiTcIj  adopted,  it  may  npponr  that  tlic  Society 
has  done  no  :^inall  service  to  the  cause  of  orthodox  Cliriatiajiity 
by  pre-occupying  tlie  ground,  with  tlio  st^indai'd  translation  of 
the  Ho]y  Scriptures,  whieh  might  otherwise  have  been  sdzcd 
hy  the  propagatora  of  navel  and  deteriorated  versions. 

It  ouglit  also  to  be  added,  that  no  ordinary  pains  were 
bestowed  upon  the  examination  of  the  copies,  with  a  view 
to  determine  the  de^ee  of  correctness  with  wJiieh  they  were 
pi'inted,  and  particnlai-ly  to  ascertain  their  exact  confonuity 
to  tjia  authorized  standard.  In  this  work  of  laborious  and 
nuTLute  invcatigation,  several  members  of  tJic  Committee 
volttnlajdJy  participated  ;  and  no  one  erabai'ked  in  it  with 
more  promptitude,  or  executed  his  engagement  with  mora 
acutenesa  and  perseverance,  tlian  a  member  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  the  laXc  Wilson  Birkbeck,  Esf|.  This  nljJe  and 
truly  excellent  individmd  read  the  firat  stereotyped  Testament 
carcftdly  through,  collated  it  with  nn  edition  uf  e^^tablishod 
reputation,  and  presented,  as  the  result  of  his  reaearchea,  a 
string  of  passages  (amounting  to  thirty-six)  in  which  Le  had 
fomid  the  stereotyped  edition  to  differ  from  those  in  ordinary 
use.  Thia  list,  after  being  collated  with  some  of  the  most 
approved  editions— aa  that  of  Blaney,  King  James,  Black- 
letter  Bible,  and  the  Oxford  octavo — waa  laid  before  tlie 
SjTidics  of  the  Univereity,  for  them  to  express  their  judgment 
upon  it. 

With  a.   view  to   facilitate  the  circulation  of  the   Scrip- 
tures, the  prices  of  English  copies  were  now  reduced,  to  sub- 
sci'ibers,  twenty  per  ccait*  from  the  original  cost,  witli  tlie 
privilege  (extended  to  Lite  Mcmbera  and  Life  Governora)  of 
parcfaftsing,  at  the  reduced  price,  to  the  amount  of  five  gtiineaa, 
for  every  guinea  nnuaally   aubscribetl.      In  the  case  of  the 
Welsh   Scriptures,  the  reduction  was  undefined    and   dis- 
cretionary ;  and,  with  a  view  to  afford  atiU  greater  acconmio- 
dation  to  the  circumstances  of  the   subscribers,  the  Welsli 
Ministers    of   every   Feligious    denomination,   whetlier    sab-^ 
K    acribers  or  not,  were  allowed  to  ptirchasc,  at  the  regulated 
I    priccp,  for  the  use  of  Uifii-  respective  congregations*    This 
I    gratuitous  privilege  was  founded  on  the  conviction  tliat  the 
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inhabitants  of  the  PrmcipaJity  stood  i>eculiarly  in  need  of  such 

accoiumDilatiuti. 

At  the  sjinie  time  the  doors  were  liberally  tlirotvn  apen  t<t 
applicationa  from  all  Societies  and  benevolent  individuals 
in  any  part  of  the  Britiah  empire,  whose  object  was  in  any 
measure  identified  with  that  of  the  SocietVi  and  whoae  exertions 
were  directed  to  the  dissemination  of  the  Htily  Scriptnres*  On 
this  principle,  copies  were  fiirnished  at  coat  prices  to  the  Dublin 
"Association,"  and  the  Dublin  "Bible  Society,"  in  order  to 
enlarge  tholr  means  of  doing  good  in  tliL'ii-  several  depart- 
ments; while  to  individuals  in  that  kingdom,  who  bad  been 
accredited  as  Keatouslj  and  disinterestedly  employed  in  pro- 
moting tlie  education  of  childi'cn,  and  the  moral  improve*- 
ment  of  tlie  poor,  accommodation  was  afforded,  according 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  applicants,  and  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  services  in  which  they  were  respectivelv 
eng'agGd. 

In  At^ust  1806,  a  resolution  was  taken  on  behalf  of  felons 
and  other  prisoners,  applicable,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the 
prisons  of  the  nietrojiolis ;  but  measures  were  soon  after 
adopted  to  ascertain  and  supply  the  want  of  the  Holy 
Scriptiu'es  in  the  several  workhouses,  hospitals,  and  Jails 
througliout  the  kingdom;  and  this  department  of  service  has 
ever  continued  to  exercise  the  sympathy  of  the  Society,  and  to 
receive  a  full  share  of  its  attention. 

The  first  donation  of  Testaments  was  to  the  convicta  at 
Woolwich,  about  800  in  number  at  that  tuno,  by  whom  tlioy 
were  received  so  cordially  as  to  atford  miicli  encouragement 
to  proceed,  "  Never,"  declared  the  officer  who  was  engaged 
in  the  distribution  of  them,  "  was  I  witness  to  books  given  or 
received  with  more  apparent  satisfaction.* 

Nor  were  the  continued  exertions  for  the  supply  of  the  pri- 
soners of  war  pursued  w^ith  less  ^gour,  or  attended  with  infe- 
rior success*  The  consequence  of  the  eager  reception  given 
tn  the  Scriptures  by  these  unhappy  forei^era  was,  that  fTir- 
ther  and  large  editions  of  the  New  Testament,  both  in  Spanisli 

*  This  vlQcer,  Ueut.  Coxe,  almoat  from  that  period  devoted  himseif 
entirely  to  tliis  jiarticuliir  work)  chiefly  in  c»nnec:don  with  tlie  Merchant 
geamtetLS^  Auxiliitt^,  when  that  Inatitutioii  was  formed. 
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and  French,  woro  put  to  press,  so  that  the  Society  might  have     HOME, 
a  sufficient  numhcv  ready  tor  any  cnu-rgciicy.  Cii»t-.  il. 

Thw  following  animated  and  affecting  description  of  tlio  — 
maimer  in  which  the  fii*st  distribution  was  made,  fnid  of  the 
impression  wluck  attended  it,  was  funiished,  at  this  time,  by  a 
corresijondent  "  It  i&  inipoasihle,"  lie  writus,  "  to  give  you  an 
adequate  dostription  of  the  anxiety  that  was  mimifested  by  the 
jKwr  SiHUiiards  to  got  paiiaesaion  of  a  Testament.  Many  soii^lit 
copies  with  tears  and  earnest  entreaties;  und  although  1  luid 
nearly  enough  for  them  all,  yet  it  was  with  diffieidty  that  they 
wei'c  pacified,  until  they  received  from  my  hand  the  word  of 
eternal  life :  since  wliieh  I  have  witnessed  the  most  pleasinp 
sight  that  my  eyes  ever  beheld — nearly  a  thousand  poor  SjifLiiisli 
prisonei-s,  sitting  round  tla*  prison  walls,  reading  the  word  of 
God  with  an  aj»parent  ea}i;eniei4s  that  would  liavc  put  niany 
professinj:^  Christians  to  tho  blush."  Copies  of  tlie  Spanish 
Testament  having  been  largely  distributed  among  the  prisoners 
of  that  nation,  &teps  were  taken  without  delay  fur  preparing;:;  a 
second  and  more  numerous  iuipreasion*  IntpiJries  were  also 
promoted  into  the  state  of  the  prisoners  of  war  fj^enerally ;  and 
the  following  account  of  the  state  of  the  prison-sliips,  iind  of 
Mill-prison  at  Plymouth, -will  show  tlio  call  there  was  tof  tho 
Society's  bounty. 

"Of  5178  French  prisoners,  about  2B20couM  read,  of  whom 
about  2410  wore  desirous  (tf  having  Testaments;^  and  "of  1700 
Spanish  pr^onerSj  about  1200  could  read,  and  800  of  them 
were  desirous  of  having  Testaments." 

In  the  course  of  this  year  a  communication  was  received  FrofKisals 
from  Dr.  Buchanan,  then  in  India,  consistinj^  of  "  Proposals  for  J^i^^ta"*' 
translating  the  Scriptures  into  the  Oriental  languages"  by  the  trwiflft- 
Miss^ionaries  at  Serampore ;  and  these  were  accompimied  with 
a  recommendation  from  himself,  to  the  eft'ect,  that  a  SLTmon 
should  be  preached  before  the  Society,  "  on  the  subject  of 
Oriental  translations."     To  tliis  aii^y:estion  Iil'  generously  ap- 
l>ended  the  ofler  of  £50  to  the  preacher  of  the  sermon,  on  a 
printed  copy  of  it  being  supplied  for  the  college  of  Fort  Wil- 
liam, in  BengaL 

This  incident,  though  relating  rather  to  the  Society's  foreign 
transactions,  is  introduced  here  for  the  sake  of  noticing  the 
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course  adoptcxl  hy  the  Coniniittee  in  ref^ard  to  the  seniioti. 
Di*.  Buclianairs  pTopositlun  wag  at  first  acceded  to,  aiid  Mr. 
Owen  was  requested  to  become  the  preacher.  It  was,  how- 
ever, on  fiirther  eonsideratioiij  untusimously  t^freed,  that  n* 
tho  luensuro  did  not  fall  stiietly  within  thii  pmfcsAcd  oI»- 
ject  of  tiic  Soctctj,  and  might  open  ii  door  to  praelit-nl  irre- 
gularities, it  would  not  bo  csi>edient  to  sanction  its  adoption. 
The  generous  offer  of  Dr.  Buelianan  was  in  couseqneiiee  de- 
clined— a  further  instance  of  the  wiitehful  jcidousy  with  whieh 
the  Society's  counsels  were,  in  its  earliest  days,  condncted. 

India  having  been  adverted  to,  we  may  here,  also,  refer 
to  a  question  whieh  at  first  assumed  a  formidable  asj>eel, 
and  which,  though  relating  to  the  British  empire  in 
the  East,  yet,  an  it  was  cliiefly  af;tlated  in  this  cuuntry, 
and  implicated  the  Society'si  admiiitsti'ution  at  home,  uuiy 
Attack  on  be  fitly  included  in  tins  portion  of  the  history.  In  Octo- 
Kiufiof  li'g  l"^*!*  1807,  a  pauiphlet  appeared  under  the  title  of  **  A  Letter 
t^cripturfss    ^o  the  Cliairruttu  of  tho  East^India  Compaiiv,  on  the  danger 

1U   Iqu.i£l  *-  f    '  t^ 

of  hiterfering  in  tlie  religioua  opinions  of  tlie  natives  of 
India,  and  on  the  views  of  the  British  and  Forci^  ISibh- 
Society,  as  directed  to  India."  The  writer,  Thomas  Twining, 
Esq.,  fl  gentleman  of  groat  respectability,  who  had  recL-iitly 
returned  from  Bengal,  expressed  "  infinite  concern  and  alarm" 
at  having  heard  of  "  proceedings^'^  showing  a  "  stronix  disposi- 
tion" to  "interfero  in  the  rtligious  opinions  of  the  native 
)nha>)itants  of  India."  These  "  proceedings,"  so  fer  aa  tliu 
Society  was  coneeniedj,  it  need  scarcely  be  said,  consisted  onljr 
of  propOBed  measures  to  print  and  circulate  the  SaciL-d  Scrip- 
tures in  the  languages  of  India.  As  tho  pamphlet  produced 
considerable  Ronsation,  and  seemed  likely  to  sti-engthen  a  party 
already  liostile  to  tJie  Soeiety's  operations  in  British  India, 
and  aa  notico  had  been  given  of  on  intention  to  bring  tlie 
subject  before  the  Court  nf  Proprietors,  Mr.  Owen,  at  the 
suggestion  of  Loitl  Teignmouth,  hastened  to  prepai'o  a  i^cply,* 
in  which  he  chieHy  confines  himself  to  a  defence  of  the 
Society  itself  on  the  gi'oond  of  the  simplicity  of  its  object- 
On  the  23d  of  Decemlier,  the  Court  of  Proprietors  met  at 

■  ALldress  tii  thi-  Chuinnnn  of  Uie  Eoat-India  Com|>nny,  occasioned  Uy 
Mr.  Twiiang^s*  IfU^-r. 
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the  rndtn,  House ;  but  the  subject  having  erci'tcd  cNtrnordinflrv 
attention  anionp;  relijjiimis  ji<?rsiims  of  diflorcnt  jHTsiiasionft,  Mr. 
Twilling  found  so  little  encniirageincnt  to  expect  a  fnvouralik' 
issue  to  his  motion,  that  he  declined  proj^Ktsing  it,  and  tho 
CtiTirt  aceoi'dinn;Iy  ndjourucd.  Lord  Tetgiimouth,  the  Presi- 
dent, afterwards  presented  to  the  ]ili1i1[c  :i  more  onhirgod  viow 
of  the  whole  subject,  in  a  pfttnjihlut  entitled^  "  ConsideratioiiR 
on  the  practicability,  policy,  and  obIii;al]on  ofrominunifiitiiij,^ 
to  the  HHtivea  of  India  th«  fcnnwk*dge  nt"  Chnstiaiiity,  with 
observalinim  on  apamii]ih;t  published  \>y  Miijor  Seott  Wiiring," 
a  pentleman  wlio  had  come  tonvaixl  to  supjwn  the  opinions 
expressed  by  Mr.  Twining.  The  Bishop  of  London  also 
published,  anonymously,  "  A  few  cursory  remarks  on  Mr. 
Twining's  letter.*'     After  a  short  time,  tliis  storm,  which  had 

rkeiied  the  Society's  boriy/^n,  and  had  pnrtended  great  dun- 
to  il6  labours  in  the  Kast,  pnssctl  awiiy,  and  tile  Society, 
which  had,  itself,  in  its  collective  capacity,  taken  no  c>hai'e  in 
tlip  controversy,  was  ajfain  left  to  pnrsne  its  courHe  in  peace.* 

Among  the  mmieroua  obje<-ta  at  home,  vvliicit  durinjr  this 
year  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Society,  was;  that  of  printing 
the  Scriptures  in  the  Arabic  langnaj^e.  So  many  dithcidtics, 
however,  presented  thcniselve^  at  tins  time,  in  the  attempt  to 
obtain  a  satisfactory  version,  tliat  the  measure  was,  after  re- 
pented examination  and  extensive  coiTespondencc,  postponed. 

In  the  mcaan  time,  the  editions  of  the  Scriptures  in  Welsh 
and  Gaelic,  which  were  now  completed,  were  eagerly  sought 
for,  and  most  gratefully  received.  The  joy  of  the  Welsh  |iea- 
santry  on  obtaining  a  supply  of  the  long  looke'd-for  treasnre 
lias  l>ocn  already  adverted  to.  Similar  amotions  of  delight 
wei*e  manifested  by  the  Highlanders  of  Scotland,  both  ministers 
and  people,  on  learning  that  the  Gaelic  Scriptni-es  had  been  pre- 
pared for  their  use.  One  correspondent,  who  had  **  -KKK^  souls 
under  bis  pastoral  charge,  among  whom  he  did  not  suppose 
there  were  a  dozen  Gaelic  Bibles,"  spcjiks  of  the  heartfelt  grati- 
tude with  which  they  hastened  to  subscribe.  Another  s^>eaks 
of  the  **  anxiety  of  his  people  to  get  the  Ijooks,"  and  their 
"exceeding  thankhiliies?*  for  the  oppjortimity  of  providing 
themselvGs  with  the  Sciiptures  in  their  native  mother  litn- 
•  Owi-o.V'.].  I.pp.;i:i4— 30«, 
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^iag«"— a  tiling  long  ivisliod  fur  over  all  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland.  Many  of  the  |iCM>r  Hifrhlanders  of  ObiSj^ow  (writes 
n.  third),  upon  hearing  of  the  chfiipiiess  of  the  Stripturcs  nuw 
offered  to  them  in  their  native  tongue,  "  expressed  their  f;rati- 
tude  with  tears  of  joy,"  itmenibering  that,  hitlierto,  a  single 
copy  of  the  Bilile  could  not  have  been  purchased  by  tliem  at 
a  coat  of  leas  than  twenty-five  shiUhigs.  Such  was  the  result 
of  tliis  first  effort  of  the  Society  to  furnish  a  cheui)  and  abun- 
dant supply  of  the  Gaelic  Scriptures,  in  whifli  not  only  tlic 
resident  Gaelic  [wpulation,  hut  those  alao  scattered  abroad  in 
distant  lands,  participatt.'d.  Five  hundred  Bibles*  and  eight 
hundred  Testaments,  were  forwarded  to  Nova  SooUa  and 
Canada,  to  be  distributed  among  the  jHwr  lligldanders  in  that 
part  of  the  world. 

Liberal  prantg  to  Ireland,  Ixith  of  money  and  of  bonks,  were 
also  made  this  yeai'.  In  addition  to  the  Society  at  Dublin— to 
which  a  donation  of  ^100  was  given^-similar  institutions  began 
ta  rise  up  in  different  pajts  of  Irelfmd.  A  Bibk»  Society  was 
formed  at  Cork,  under  the  presidency  of  the  Diocesan  of  that 
county,  to  which  the  British  and  Foreign  Society  contributed 
J£100,  grantint;  also  to  it  the  sanie  pnvile{j;e,  in  regard  to  tho 
purchase  of  the  Scriptures  from  the  University  press,  as  tlmt 
enjoyed  by  the  Society.  This  latter  privilege  was  also  granted 
to  a  Bible  Committee  of  the  Synod  of  Ulster.  These  Socie- 
ties were  at  length,  for  the  most  part,  amalgamated  and  united, 
under  the  general  deaicrnation  of  the  Nihernian  Bible  Soaiefpi. 
which  had  it&  centre  in  Dublin,  and  which,  though  indept^^ndunt, 
has  ever  acted  in  friendly  concert  with  the  British  and  Foreij^ 
Bible  Society,  as  well  as  received  from  it  much  assistance. 

Tho  Sunday  Schools  of  Ireland,  from  tlie  earliest  period 
of  the  Society's  labours^  have  shared  largely  of  Its  bounty. 
Its  grants  after  a  time  came  to  be  cliiefly  disjjersed  tliroujib 
the  medium  of  that  useful  and  important  Institution,  "Tho 
Sunday-School  Society  for  Ireland,"  whose  frequent,  and 
never-unsuccessful,  apjitals  will  often  have  to  be  adverted 
to  in  the  course  of  this  history.  During  tlic  year  now  under 
notice,  sevcnly-foni'  Sunday  Schools  in  Ireland,  consistinjrr  of 
about  4000  scholars,  received  a  considerable  grant  of  En^f]i?>h 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  at  half  the  mt&t  prices. 
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The  question  of  printing  the  Scriptures  in  the  native  Irish,    HOME, 
which  had  been  previously  mooted,  was  again  considered  and   Ch*p!  11. 
postponed;  the  information  received  at  that  time  on  the  subject        ~~ 
not  appearing  sufficient  to  induce  immediate  action.     Inquiries 
were  also  instituted  with  regard  to  the  necessity  of  an  edition 
of  the  Sacred  Scriptures  m  the  Manx  language,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Isle  of  Man. 

The  state  of  the  Continent  at  this  period,  owing  to  the  pre- 
valence of  the  war,  and  the  rigid  enforcing  of  the  French  pro- 
hibitory system,  though  it  did  not  wholly  interrupt  the  So- 
ciety's labours,  rendered  it  extremely  difficult  to  extend  them 
as  rapidly  as  could  have  been  wished.  Hence  it  became  the 
more  important  to  seize  such  means,  as  were  accessible  at  home, 
towards  the  attainment  of  this  object  Thus,  while  large  edi- 
tions of  the  English  and  Welsh  Scriptures  continued  to  be  put 
to  press,  there  were  added  to  the  impressions  already  executed 
in  foreign  languages,  editions  in  the  Portuguese,  Italian,  an- 
cient and  modem  Greek,  Dutch,  and  Danish.  These  were 
designed,  not  only  for  the  numerous  individuals,  speaking  these  ' 
languages,  found  in  this  country,  but  for  islands  and  colonies, 
which,  by  the  events  of  war,  became  subject  to  the  British 
Crown. 
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CllAPTEU  III. 

THJ4    AUXllJAHV    HY^IEM    rOKMED    AND    EXTKNDEn;     AM> 

THE  CHIEK  ATTACKS  OX  TIIK  PlllNCll'l.E  OF  TUE 

BIBI.E  MOVEMENT. 

ie08-]8l3. 

liifi  Jii'iit  Au^iliai-fff  at  ICead'my — Rapid  extension  of  Aiixilior 
Haj — Athonfciffei'  nf  thu  Auxifitiry  IS^ntem — Attach  of  Dr. 
M'^orfhrrorfh — Jleplif  of  Lord  Teif/nmoitth  and  Eea.  W.  Deat- 
inf — Atfachs  of  Dr.  Marsh — "Bible  and  Prayer  Booh" — 
Ri-pVn-s  of  Dr.  E.  Clarhe  ami  W.  Dealtry,  and  .Speech  trfliev^ 
Jtohrrt  Jlall^Attarh  of  Dr.  Maltby — "  Selectw7i»  from  the 
llOME.  Bihh" — Speech  of  Mr.  Hall 

CuAP,  1 1 1,  Two  events  occuiTcd  at  the  period  on  whicli  we  now  enter,  Je-t 
l»08  serviiit;  lifsiwcial  ivniembrance ;  these  n'tTt-  the  tormation  of  the 
fii-st  Uililc  S(jc;iuty<oii  similar  prhiciiiles  with  those  of  the  iJritisU 
liistitutE.iii),  ill  t!n'  United  States  of  North  America,  ami  tin?  cora- 
liiencement  uf  tlit  system  of  Auxiliary  Societies  lu  Great  Brilaiiu 

Tlte  Pliiliidulfihia  Bible  Society  was  formed  in  Decendier 
1808»  and  kil  the  van  in  a  noble  career  of  hihlical  operations 
in  the  Western  Hemispliere.  This  Institution  will  he  a^^in 
noticed  in  connection  with  the  American  Hible  Society,  into 
whifh,  after  a  tinie^  it  uierjfed. 

Of  the  rise  and  extension  of  the  AiLxiliary  SysteiHj  whieh, 
comnieneing  in  the  year  1809,  ultimately  spread  over  the  whole 
kingdom,  we  must  ^Ive  a  somewhat  detailed  notice.  T]ie 
towji  of  Reading  gtivo  to  this  country,  and  to  the  world,  the 
first  example  of  a  regular  "Auxiliary  Bible  Society."  "Asso- 
ciations,'* contril.iutiiifj;  in  a  collective  form  to  the  fiuuls  of  the 
Institution,  already  existed,  as  1ms  been  mentioned^  in  Glasgow, 
LoJidou,  and  Bii-mtn<j;hain,  to  which  was  iifterwanU  added  one 
!it  Bath.  Con^^rfgational  collections  also,  to  a  liberal  auumnt, 
had  been  uiade,  as  will  be  recollected,  in  several  parts  of  Scot- 
land, and  in  Wales.     Moreover,  tliis  year  the  Wesleyan  body 


Tlio  Kiri>t 
,\  Lixiliary, 
nt  Reading. 
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prcseriUil,  throutrh  the  Ilcv.  Dr.  Adam  Clarke,  an  aggrcgato  of 
colli'i-tkhiirt  iikiJl'  in  th<!  gevcral  con;iTe;xatiims,  amounting  to 
llie  nuutiHt^L'nt,  sum  oi'£13(X).  Hut  an  Auxiliary,  PtiicHy  so 
calU^l,  forinetl  on  tJie  eaine  principles,  and  in  exclusive  conner- 
titm-witb  till;  I'aront  Sot-it'ty,  and  l)a\')ni,'  I'ur  its  sule  object  tho 
distrilmtiun  i>f  t]ii.'Savrt;di>iTi]^)tures,  togetluT  withtiiocolliRlMin 
(»r  funds,  did  not  exist,  till  tbo  ouo  nbove  mentiontd  was  esta- 
UisLedon  tlie  28tli  of  Marcli  1809.  Of  thia  tirst  Auxiliary, 
till!  Ili^liop  of  StUiRliury,  tho  lli^ht  lluv.  Dn  liurf^as.  bt^eunio 
tliu  Pivsiduut.  Ill  llio  Huuc  month,  and  only  tn^u  days  lateVi  WM 
furnK'd  "Tlio  Biblu  Society  «f  Nottifi^li:im  and  its  vi<'inily." 
Krou)  tJiat  time  these  valnablii  ini^titutionA  spriuiy  up,  and  multi- 
pliyd  witli  f*ye&t  rapidity,  and,  Iiy  tlie  efficient  aid  tJioy  rendered, 
justified,  to  tilt:  fullest  cxteW>  tlie  appellation  they  bore, — 
AiixitiuriL's  of  the  Parent  Society, 

The  years  18O0  and  1810  were  distinguished  by  the  establlsh- 
niont  of  some  of  the  principal  Auxiriaries  in  tlic  kingdom, 
namely,  those  at  Ifencustle,  Falmouth,  Leeds,  Mancliesti^r. 
Exeter,  Leicester,  Kendal,  SbefEcld,  Hull,  Bristol,  besides 
kindred  institutions  in  Scotland*  and  Ireland* 

Several  new  Auxiliarifs  were  also  formed  durinj;  tlio  fol- 
lowing year;  among  the  most  imi>ort:un  of  \vliieh  wure  Liver- 
jkool,  Iludderstield,  Cornwall,  Mwitrose.  Swansea  also  took 
the  lead  in  intr-^ducin^  the  Auxiliary  system  into  NVale^,  where 
every  tlihig  teifding  to  the  prospt^rity  of  the  Bible  Society  eatise 
has  ever  found  a  cordial  welcome. 

Thus  tbo  Society,  without  neglecting  to  a<ld  to  the  extent  and 
variety  of  its  foreign  o|>eration9,  wtts  diligently  employed 
in  augmenting  its  strength  and  inHuence  at  home.  The  spirit 
of  KCiU  and  enthusiasm  wliieh  bad  gone  forth,  continued,  in 
different  part^  of  the  ITnitcd  Kingdom^  still  further  ta  display 
itself,  and,  in  Great  Britain  alone,  Hfty-three  new  Societies, 
with  their  several  Branches,  wore  i^dded,  iu  the  years  1811-12, 
to  the  number  of  the  Auxiliary  liistitutiuns.  Of  these  new 
Soelotios,  fourteen  comproliended  twelve  entire  counties,  am\ 
among  them  were  the  Episcopal  See  of  Norwich,  and  tJw 
University  of  Cambridge.  The  total  of  llicac  Societies  now 
embraced  a  large  [irui^ortion  of  at  leu&t  thirty  countie^j;  and 
•  'I'hi:  Kahibur^t  Bible:  S^hjl'Iv  wj^  £oraiai  July  1801). 
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amcmj;  them  were  fuund  places  of  considera'ble  rank  and 
pojml.ition,  such  as  York  and  Plymouth,  Aberdeen  and 
lliilifax,  Glasgow*  and  liatb  ;  not  to  mention  otlier  towns  of 
DO  mean  consequejice.  Their  aggregates  contributions  alone 
amounted  to  nearly  £'25,[11X). 

The  cstabHsbmcnt  of  AusJliary  Societies  henceforth  drew 
larwely  on  the  time  and  efforts  of  the  officers  of  the  Parent 
Society.  The  services  of  the  three  Secretaries  were  in 
almost  constant  j-equisition  ;  and  God  eminently  qualitied 
and  assisted  them  to  render  these  services  exceedingly  ac- 
ceptable and  valuable  tljroughotit  the  country.  Mueh  aid 
also  was  rendered  by  numerous  otlier  friends  of  the  Insti- 
tution, botli  lay  and  clerical ;  indeed,  the  amount  of  talent 
and  zeal, — of  benevolent  and  clevotit  fee]!n<T — of  clo[juence, 
leamingj  and  piL'ty— called  forth  by  tliese  efforts  in  behalf  of 
the  Society,  and  willingly  and  generously  consecrated  to  its 
service  by  Christians  of  various  cumnmiiionsj  is  not  easily  to 
be  conceived  of  or  estimated.  Let  tlie  praise  be  not  of  men, 
but  of  God  I 

As  the  formation  of  these  institutions  may  be  regarded  as 
fixing  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  the  Society,  this  may  be  the 
place  to  advert  to  their  general  constitution,  and  to  some  of  the 
important  advantages  derived  to  the  Parent  Society,  and  to 
tlie  cause  at  large,  by  these  afBlia,ted  Asaociations, 

In  adverting  to  their  constitution,  it  may  be  remarked  tliat  tlie 
Auxiliaries  are  expected,  not  only  to  recognise  the  principle  on 
which  the  Parent  Society  is  formed,  but  in  practice  to  be  assimi- 
lated to  it.  Hence  their  attontion  must  be  directed  exclusively, 
and  their  funds  appropriated,  to  the  dissemination  of  the  Canoin- 
cai  Scriptures  alone,  widiout  note  or  comment ;  imd  in  tlicir  con- 
stitutioiij  they  must  be  open  to  alt.  Wanting  ii)  either  of  tliestt 
particulars,  thc'y  may  indeed  render  valuiihle  and  accepUible  aid, 
but  afe  not  acknowi^ged  as  Auxiliaries,!  and  cannot  claim 


•  Ths  Glasgww  AuxilJai^  Bible  Sodety  may  he  comitiptfA  as  the 
revival,  on  alargtracnle,  of  gne  ihat  pre-vioutJy  existed,  wid  wltitb,  Jatiiig' 
back  lu  fiir  a."  July  laa'i,  ajijumra  to  Jiuve  be«n  Um;  lirat  of  the  kind  iu  the 
kio^om.  The  earlier  Inatitutiuo  ori^natecl  in  the  bcwvujent  zml  of 
David  IfuJe,  Esq,  of  Glasgvw. 

t  See  ltule.1,  &x.f  recoauucudcd  fur  lulopiioa;  Appttudix  1,  uote  C 
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any  of  the  privileges  to  wliicli  Aiixrliarics,  as  such,  are  en- 
titled. 

The  advantages  derived  from  the  accession  of  these  Auxi- 
liary Establish ments  may  bo  summed  up  chiefly  in  the  two 
following;  fii-st,  the  public  reco^ition,  and  next,  the  perma- 
Jient  support,  they  yielded  lo  the  Parent  Institution. 

The  former  was  an  advantage  of  no  small  moment  at  this 
period  of  the  Society's  histtjry,  when  its  chai'acter  was  still 
subjected  to  suspicion  in  some  quarters,  and  its  cI&iids  directly 
impugned.  The  publicity  of  the  Meetings  at  which  the 
Auxiliaries  were  formed;  the  consideration,  not  unfrequently 
the  hi<^h  rank  and  station,  of  tlie  persons  under  whose  direction 
or  patronage  they  were  held,  including  in  gome  instances  a 
large  part  of  the  local  magistracy,  together  with  several 
members  of  the  Aristocracy,  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese, 
beside^  resident  Clergy,  Dissenting  Ministers,  and  otliers; 
the  recorded  approval  of  the  object,  constitution,  and  pro- 
ceedings ol'  the  Parent  Society,  which  usually  took  place  at 
the  formation  of  every  Auxiliary  ;  the  notification  of  the  en- 
tire transaction  through  channels  of  general  communication  ; — - 
all  these  circumstances,  gave  to  the  Society  the  benefit  of  a 
deliberate,  unequivocal,  and  wide-spread  attestation. 

But  it  waa  not  general  approval  merely,  which  the 
formation  of  Auxiliary  Societies  secured ;  they  aiforded 
also  a  most  eflicocious  means,  by  local  and  combined  exertions, 
of  permanently  promoting  the  great  object  of  the  Institution. 
IJeaides  assisting  to  diffuse  the  Scriptures  at  home,  they  haj, 
by  their  multiplication  and  extension,  become  a  principal 
source  of  revenue  for  carrying  on  the  Society's  o|>cratioi]s 
abroad.  The  amount  received  within  tins  year  from  the 
recently-formed  Auxiliaries  amounted  to  £6(K(U. 

Nor  must  we  omit  here  to  mention  the  friendly  concert  esta- 
bliaked,  in  carrying  out  these  operations,  between  mini-stera  and 
members  of  difturent  religious  cominuniuiiSj  and  Ijetwccn  per- 
sons  of  opposite  political  creeds,  as  well  as  others  differing  widely 
from  each  other  in  many  points; — a  religious  unity  which 
formed  no  part,  strictly,  of  the  Soi;iety*s  original  purpose,  and 
for  the  success  or  failure  of  which,  therefore,  it  is  not  resjjon- 
siblc:    but  yet  which  sprang  out  of  its  origuial  ]innclple,  and 
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was,  as  it  continues  to  be,  greatly  promoloU  by  the  siiiii^lk'ity 
ami  ojU'iiess  of  its  object  Many  gratifying  illustrations  of 
this  most  buautlfiil  result  will  have  yet  to  be  recorded,  in 
ti'acing  th^  progress  of  the  Auxiliary  system  in  the  Society's 
history. 

It  is  important  further  to  remark,  tiiat,  iu  addition  to  tlic 
advantiigc  derived  from  their  contributionB,  tha  Auxiliary 
Societies  began  forthwith  to  manifest  their  practical  utility, 
by  active  co-o^niration  T.vilh  the  Parent  Society  in  the  liome- 
distribution  of  tlie  Sacred  Scriptures.*  It  is  scarcely  necessary 
to  say  how  much  Imtter  qualilied  they  are,  botli  to  ascertain 
the  wanta  of  the  poor,  and  to  apportion  the  degree  of  supply 
In  their  several  districts,  than  those  could  have  been,  wlio  must 
bavB  dqiended  for  tlieir  information  in  tliuso  matters  upon 
merely  written  and  trausmitteil  statements.  In  this  view,  as 
well  as  in  the  other  modes  already  described,  the  Auxiliary 
Societies  showed  tJiemselvea  competent  to  render  essential 
service  to  the  object  of  the  Parent  Institution ;  and  it  a|>- 
pcarcd,  very  early  aftei'  their  furnialion,  timt  tliuy  were 
T»'»t  lightly  attentive  to  this  part  of  their  duty.  Tlic  liris- 
tol  Society  was  able  tu  rejjort,  at  Uig  expiration  of  its  first 
year,  a  local  distribution  of  Billus  and  Testaments  to  tiie 
nmount  of  -1210,  and  the  Manchester  and  Salfoi-d  Society, 
of  7U34. 

One  result  of  the  formation  of  so  many  AnxUiarie&>  was 
greatly  to  augment  and  extend  the  patronage  accorded  to  the 
Society.  Thus,  those  establislied  iii  tlie  j^jresent  year,  com- 
prehended in  their  List  of  Patrons^  the  names  of  Her  Royal 
Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales;  the  Duke$  of  Gloucester, 
Hudford,  IJuccleugh,  Grafton,  and  Manchester;  llic  Mar- 
quisscs  of  IJuckiiigliam^  Cornwidlisj  Uertfurd,  and  Uuiitlcy; 
the  Earls  of  Hristol,  Card^aii,  Cai'ysfort,  CJiatliani,  Coventry, 
Derby,  Dysart,  Glasguw,  llai*dwicke,  Moira^  Nortlicsk,  Or- 
Ibrd,  Sandfticli,  Temple,  and  Yarmouth ;  Viscounts  Bainanl, 
Dudley  and  \Vard>  Falmouth,  Grimston,  Ilaniji^len,  Ilinchin- 
bi-ocjk,  Kii'kwali,  Milton,  and  Proby;  Lord»  Aniion^  llaston, 
Uraybruukc,     Carrint5t4«n,     Gaidncr,    Grcnvillc,    Ilonniktr, 

*  Thir^  nuaiirk  iL|>|iIien  cr]ujll,\,  il' ikot  mart  iwjWfrrullv,  in  iLt  Adtowiii- 
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Malionc  and  Rivci'slIuIo — ^iianTes  altogether  jk-w  to  the  Society —    HOME. 
besiilea  tlioso  of  its  triod  Kpiscupal   Patrons,  the   Hishojis  of  Ciiat.  |[l. 
i>ui'hiiin,  Sutltil>ury,  and  Norwich  *,  luid  many  other  persons 
of  distiiictioix,  property^  and  Influence. 

Many  of  tli^e  Auxiliaries  occupied  a  sphere,  and  possessed 
on  influencoj  or  were  formed  under  circu instances,  i^ntit^jjig 
thorn  to  particulai'  consideration,  Sach  was  the  case  with 
that  formed  for  the  town  and  county  of  Bedford,  at  which  the 
Duke  of  Bedford  presided;  and  that  for  Norwich  and  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  the  first  Auxiliary  at  which  the  BIshcp 
of  the  Diocise  attended  and  took  a  prominent  part ;  that 
at  Colchester,  formed  after  much  discouragement,  and  the 
failure  of  a  first  attempt  ;*  those  for  Huntiugdonsliire, 
llertfordshiro,  Staffordshire,  York ;  and  two  AuxiJiaries 
besides,  which  must  not  be  passed  over  without  more  special 
notice,  namely,  those  which  were  originated  at  Cambridge  and 
Liverpool. 

The  establislimentof  a  Society  at  Liverpool  was,  under  all  cir- 
funistances,  an  event  of  considerable  im()ortance.  The  rank, 
wealth,  and  commercial  influence  of  this  city  and  port,  gave  to 
ihn  institution  of  a  Bible  Society,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
mayor,  clergy,  and  principaJ.  hihabitants  of  the  place,  no 
common  interest  and  cftbct.     It  ought  to  be  stated,  as  reflecting 

;at  credit  on  the  active  benevolence  of  Liverjioo],  that 
the  Society  in  that  place  was  formed  only  on  the  2dth 
:h  1811,  and  under  circumstances  of  great  commercial 
fistress,  it  was  enabled  to  present  to  the  Par«nt  Society,  at  its 
seventh  Anniversary,  on  the  1st  of  the  following  May,  the 
very  libend  contribution  of  £1800, 

The  formation  of  the  Cambridge  Auxiliary  was  rendered  Camiiri'lpi? 
iiiemorable  by  the  coii3[rtcuous  part  taken  in  it  by  luemUers 
of  the  University,  both  Seniors  and  Juriiors,t  by  the  ex^ 
traordinary  talent  and  eloquence  Cidled  fortli  at  the  Meeting 
held  on  tlie  occasion  of  its  institution,  and  also  hy  the  oppo- 
sition and  controversy  lo  which  it  gave  riscj  and  which  will 


AuKLlLiiry, 


*  The  tirat  President  uf  thj»  Auxiliary  wm  UoniUu  Cwtt,  £.-^1].,  wlix, 
itiV-r  eliuwiiij^  mui^h  iitti?n.-»t  til  Uie  Society  duiiii^  Im  lifts,  nt  liiti  tieuth 
Iwfjui'atlwti  to  it  u  V'^iKry  of  K\  !,(iUj .  V^.  i*fir 

t  t>ci!  ilrst  Ui'^mil  ul' C'iimlnitiyri!  Aujuiiary. 
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prosGntly  be  more  fully  adverted  to.  Tlie  Earl  of  Hardwicke 
presided  on  the  ofcasion^  and  the  speakers  were  Dean  Milucr, 
Dr.  Clarke,  Rov.  W.  Dcaltry,  Pror^asor  Farisli,  Rev.  C.  Simeon, 
ami  otiier  Jistinguifilied  persons.  The  Society  may  be  said  to 
iiave  originated  in  the  zeal  of  some  of  the  Junior  Members  and 
Uie  Undergraduates,  stimulated  not  a  little  by  a  Sermon 
preached  before  the  University  by  the  Rev.  C.  Simeon. 
These  parties^  however,  in  a  manner  which  did  t1iem  great 
honour^  retiredj  with  much  gi'acefulness  and  self-denial^  Irooi 
acting  a  promuient  part,  perfectly  satisfied  when  the  cause  was 
undertaken  by  the  University,  the  County,  and  the  Town.* 

Thus  the  Society^  iMivaneing  from  small  and  scai'ct^ly 
perceptible  beginnings,  had  already  ai^'ned  an  extension 
and  importance,  which  could  not  fail  to  give  it  considera- 
tion in  the  eyes  of  mankind.  Tlie  dirtcrent  portions  of  the 
United  Kingdom  liad  recognised  it  with  approbation,  and  sup- 
ported it  with  liberality.  Establislnnenta  had  arisen  tor  the 
promotion  of  its  object  in  three  important  stations  on  the  Eut\>- 
pean  continent.  Its  excellence  and  utility  had  been  proclaimed 
in  India,  and  plans  were  forming  there  fof  bringing  its  opera- 
tions to  bear  on  the  ignorance,  superstition,  and  idolatry  of  the 
EiisL  A  footing  had  been  ohtahied  for  it  on  the  territories  of 
the  American  States,  and  its  entrance  oa  tlie  Western  Hemi- 
sphere had  been  marked  by  all  tlie  signs  and  presages  of 
pi'uaperity  and  triumph.  Its  resources  were  considerable,  as 
its  works  had  been  numerous;  and  there  was  every  thing  in 
its  condition,  both  as  it  respected  its  domestic  and  its  foreign 
connections,  lojustlfy  what  may  be  regarded  as  the  dying  tes- 
timony  of  the  venerable  Bishop  PortcuSjt  that  *'it  was  rising 
uniformly  in  reputation  and  credit;  gaining  new  accessions  of 
strength  tmd  revenuej  and  attachiiig  to  itself  more  and  moi*u 

•  A  hiffh  testimony  wa§  bome  by  Dwvn  Milner,  Mr.  Simeon,,  Dr. 
Juw«tt,  and  I'rafeasur  Faridh  to  the  conduct  of  tlie  young-  meD,  alike 
crtdiCiibEi;  tu  all  jiiu-Ueti. 

t  'Hie  liifthop  died,  Mny  H^  1809.  It  may  be  truly  snid,  in  the  wordi^uf 
Mr.  Owen,  tliiifln  tliiai*vi?nt  tlje  t^ociety  huil  to  regret  [lie  ]u(«"  of  a  miiJuuh 
Pillion  ;  tliM  Church  uf  Eufrliuid  an  exem]>iiiry  Prelute,  and  Uie  t-auee  t>f 
C'liriatuuui'y  u  taii^t  ]u:tiv«,  vig'iiiuit  and  EtienU  Wtierjic^Uhr."  .Set;  Owrii, 
Vol.  I-  p.  421.  For  iin  mtetestiii^r  nccount  af  Mr.  Owwi'.-*  lu»i  iulefvivw 
widi  Llnr  Uitfhop,  Bve  ib.  pji.  i-2ii—'l-^». 
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the  approbation  atid  support  of  every  real  friend  to  tiie  church, 
and  tu  religion. 


In  th( 


of  the  precedi 


the  first  edition  of  tho         — 


course 

Irish  Scriptures^consisting  of  2000  copies  of  the  New  Testamentt 
in  a  tt'xt  conformed  to  the  accredited  venaion  of  Bishap  Btxlell, 
was  ordered  to  jii'css.  This  measure  was  adopted  after  n  dis- 
cussion, alternately  suspendc?d  and  renewed  during  a  period  of 
nearly  five  yeai-s,  and  a  correspondence  of  considerable  extent 
with  prelates,  scholars,  and  public  bodies  in  Ireland. 

Anotlier  opportunity  was  at  this  time  aftoi-ded  of  testifying  the 
Committee's  vigilaiit  and  zealous  regard  for  the  simple  object 
of  tils'  institution.  An  application  was  received  from  the  re- 
spectable body  of  the  Moravian  brethren  for  aid  in  printing  a 
Harmony  of  the  Gospels  in  the  Esquimaux  language,  a  form  of 
printing  the  Scriptures  in  general  practice  aniong  the  brethren. 
To  this  an  objection  was  taken,  on  the  ground  that  any  deviii- 
tion  from  the  mode  of  exhibiting  the  Scriptures,  as  they  stand 
in  the  Canon,  would  be  a  deviation  from  the  letter  and  spirit 
of  the  Institution.  A  sinular  exception  had  previously  been 
taken  against  printing  the  Calinuc  in  this  form.  Kor  has  the 
Society  ever  departed  from  the  principle  there  laid  down,  in 
regard  to  "Harmonies." 

We  have  now  to  call  attention  to  a  series  of  attacks  on  the 
Society,  which,  as  they  were  directed  against  the  fundaimental 
principle  of  its  operations,  and  ehcited  the  more  emphatic  vin- 
dication of  that  principle,  require  special  notice  at  this  stage  of 
the  Society's  history. 

In  tho  spring  of  1810,  a  j>amphlet  appeared  against  the 
Society,  which  gave  occasion  to  a  vexatious  and  protracted 
controversy.  It  was  entitled  "Reasons  for  declining  to  become 
a  Snbscriber  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  stated 
in  a  letter  to  a  Clergjf'man  of  tlie  Diocese  of  London,  by  C. 
Wordsworth,  D.D.,  Dean  and  Rector  of  Bocklng,  and  Do- 
mestic Chaplain  to  his  Grace  tJie  Archbishop  of  Canterburj-." 
It  was  written  under  the  alleged  apprehension^  that  the  Bible 
Society  would  interfere  with  and  damage  the  Christian  Know- 
ledge Society,  and  thus  *'' imiwde  and  curtail  the  inestimable 
interests  of  piety,  and  peace,  and  true  religion  ;'*  the  preser- 
vation and  continual  promotion  of  which  wore.  It  was  stated. 
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eminently  the  object  dnJ  aim  of  tho  latter  Society.  This  ap- 
prehension, like  many  othei'  prognostications  respecting  the 
Society,  time  lias  shown  to  Lave  been  ill-f oundtid  ami  imaginary. 
Ti»B  little  jealousies  which,  perhaps  at  fii-st  not  niinataratly,  were 
awakened  by  the  novel  character  and  rapid  growth  of  the  new 
SocietV)  have  happily  long  since  passed  away ;  a  better  under- 
standing has  been  established;  and  the  two  Societies  are  now 
found  reciprocating  friendly  orficea,  and  mutually  co-operating 
in  the  object  common  to  both. 

To   the  above  pamphlet  Lord  Teignmouth  replied,   con- 
fining himself  to  what  apjjeared  to   his  Lordship  the  ival 
ground  of  Dr.  Wordsworth's  objection  :  "That  the  Biblo  So- 
ciety withdrew  ft-om  the  Chrbtian  Knowledge  Society  fniuU 
winch  would  ollierwise  have  been  appropriated  to  its  aupiiort," 
Shortly  after  the  publication  of  Lord  Tei^nnioutli's  reply, 
"a   spirited    and    ingenious    letter,    addressed   to   the    Kev, 
Dr.    Wordsworth,   by    William    Dealtry,  M.A.,    Fellow    of 
Triuity  College,  and  Examining   Chaplflin  to  tiie  Lord  Hi- 
shop  of  Bristol,  introduced  to  tlie  public  a  writer,  to  whu3c* 
pramptitude,    acuteness,    and    constancy,    in   defending    antl 
vindicating  the  cause  of  the   Institution,   the  friends  of  tlic 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  were  luider  the  greatest 
obligations^     Mr.  Dealtry  had  been  a  coUege-tiasociate,  and 
was  still  the  personal  friend,  of  Dc.  Wordsworth,     He  bfid 
llicrefore  to  balance  between  private  feeling  and  a  sense  of 
public  duty.     It  Is  not  saying  too  much  of  Mr.  Dcultry  (and 
more  could  not  be  said  of  any  man),  that  he  sacrificed  neither 
to  the  other,  but  so  fulfilled  the  obligations  of  friendship,  as  at 
the  same  time  to  satisiy  those  of  aH'ection."" 

A  second  pamphlet  by  Dr.  Wordsworth,  in  defence  of 
Ilia  former  one,  afterwards  apiHjared,  which  was  replied 
to  by  tlie  llev.  W,  Dealtry,  iu  a  volume  entitled,  "A 
Vindication  of  tlie  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,**  (&c,, 
m  which,  in  a  very  able  manner,  he  enters  fully  hito  an 
examination  of  all  the  fjoints  introduced  fuid  commented 
ujnm  by  Dr.  Wordsworth,  illnstrating  his  arguments  by  nu- 
merous facts  and  stiitemtnts  collected  from  the  doeument:> 
»if  the   Socii'ty,  and  other  sources,  leaving  nothing  unnoticed 
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that  could  give  Ui  Iiia  nLle  work  the  cliaractcr  of  a  coTnjiIeti?     HOME, 
viiidiciitton.     An  eloquent  nnd  concilijitory  pnniplili^t*  on  the  t'liiirTrir. 
aiime  3ul>iect,  was  also  written  by  tlie  Rev.  W.  Want,  UtH*h)r         — 
of  Mylaiid,  nuai'  Coleiieater,  under  llie  imonyilious  desi^ation 
of  '*  An  Old  Friend  to  tlio  Swiety  for  Promoting  Ohristmn 
Knowledjic."     The  triumphant  doit'iice  which  the  Society  ob- 
tained, from  the  exertions  of  these  distinguished  advocates, 
contributed  not  a  Iktic  to  clevati!  the  sjiints  of  those  on  whom 
the  toil  and  the  vesjionsibility  of  conduLting  ilsalFiiira  oflicially 
devolved.    Horc  tlie  controversy  clo&ed,  so  i'ur  as  Dr.  Wi>rd^- 
worth  was  concerned;  not,  Imwevcr,  withuut  provinn;  of  emi- 
nent honefit  to  the  Society,  by  niakiii<j,  not  only  Its  txistcnccj 
hut  ita  principles  and  operations,  more  extensively  and  advaJl- 
ta^onsly  known. 

Just  as  measures  were  being  taken  for  forming  the  Auxi-  Attarfc  i.y 
liary  Society  at  Cambridge,  above  alluded  to,  there  appeared  ^'  ^'^' 
"An  Address  to  the  Senate,"  by  tho  Eev.  Dr.  Moi'sh,  Margai-et 
Professor  of  Divinity,  in  which  he  <rontra3ted  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society  with  tlio  Society  for  Promoting  Christian 
KnoMled^Gj  and  contended  that  the  latter  was  entitled  to  ex- 
clusive encouragement  and  support,  at  least  by  members  of  the 
Church  of  England.  After  comparing  the  constitution  of  the  two 
Societies,  and  their  respective  objects,  the  Professor  contends 
that  "the  encouragement  of  the  ancii^nt  Bible  Society  must  con- 
tribute to  the  welfare  of  the  Established  Church  ;  while  tlie  en- 
conmgemcnt  of  the  modem  Society,  not  only  would  contribute 
nmthitig  to  it  in  preference  to  other  churches,  but  might  contri- 
bute even  to  its  dissolution." 

To  this  "  Address"  a  "  Reply"  was  protlaced  by  the  Right 
Hon,  N,  Vansittart  (afterwards  Lord  Bexley),  of  which  lO(M) 
copies  were  printed,  and,  on  the  reconuuendatiun  of  His  Royid 
Highness  the  Duko  of  Gloucester,  Chancellor  of  tlie  University, 
distributed  among  the  persons  assembled  at  the  formation  of 
the  Auxiliary.  In  tliia  reply,  which  contains,  wilhin  a  small 
compaaa,  a  clear  and  satisfactory  refutation  of  tlie  charges  ad- 
vanced by  the  learned  Pi-ofeasor  against  tlie  principle  and  ten- 
dency of  the  instiUition,  were  found  those  memorable  words,  so 
woi-tliy  of  the  future  President  of  the  Bible  Society :  "  If  we 
cannot  reconcile  all  opinion3,lct  us  endeavour  to  unite  all  hearts." 
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In  tte  month  of  January  followlngj  Dr,  Marah  brought  ont 
another  and  more  eliiborate  work  against  tlie  Suciety,  LntltWil 
"An  Inquiry  into  th<3  consequences  of  neglecting  to  give  tlie 
Prayer  liook  with  the  Bible,  interspersed  with  remarks  on 
some  Into  speeches  at  Cainbrldgej  and  other  important  matter 
relative  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Societ}*." 

The  grounds  on  which  the  Professor  had  in  his  "Address"  ob- 
jected to  the  Society,  were  miscellaneous :  that  which  he  took  in 
the  "Inquiry"  was  simply — Uie  diatribution  of  the  Bible  alone. 

After  dwelling  at  large  on  the  excellencei  of  tlie  Liturgy, 
and  maintaining,  as  well  from  history  as  from  argument,  that 
the  Liturgy  is  essential  to  the  welfare  of  tlie  Establishment; 
he  proceeds  to  take  credit  to  himself,  for  doing  what  he  thinks 
other  writers  had  failed  to  do,  namely,  for  ponitiiig  ont  the 
danger  arising  to  the  Established  Church,  from  the  practice  of 
neglecting  to  give  the  Prayer  Book  with  the  Bible 

Replies  to  this  publication  were  speedily  furnished  by  Dr. 
E.  Clarke,  Mr,  Dealtry,  Mr,  Otter,  and  Mr.  Vansittart.  Th« 
Rev*  C.  Simeon,  also  in  the  preface  to  hia  "Four  Sermons  on 
tiie  Liturgy,"  dei'eiided  huuself  and  the  clerical  members  of  the 
Society  against  the  accusations  implied  or  expressed  in  tlie 
Professor's  pamphlet.  In  April  1812,  Dr.  Mar^^h  brought  out 
a  pamphlet,  entitled  "A  History  of  Translations,  &c.t  com- 
posed chiefly  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  in  how  many  lan- 
guages the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  has  been 
the  nieana  of  preaching  tlie  Gospel ;"  and,  aa  a  sequel  to  thtSf 
"An  Answer  to  Mr*  Vanslttart'i  second  letter."  The  object 
of  the  first  of  the  above  pamphlets  was  to  disparage  the 
Society,  by  attemptm^  to  invalidate  what  the  writer  pre.'iumed 
to  be  its  claims  In  regard  to  the  work  of  translations^  in  which, 
howeverj,  there  was  so  much  of  misrepresentation,  and  manifest 
ill-will,  that  a  direct  refutation  was  not  deemed  necessary.  To 
the  latter  pamphlet,  as  it  professed  to  gather  up  and  refute  all 
the  arguments  brought  fonvard  by  different  parties  in  favour 
of  the  Society,  a  reply  was  prepared  and  ls&u;;d  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Ott^r  (afterwards  Bishop  of  Chicheater),  who  hfid  become 
himself  mvulved  In  the  attack  of  Dr.  Maish,  in  consequtnce  of 
iJie  part  he  liad  (aken  in  support  of  the  Suciety.  The  Rev. 
Robert  llall  also,  in  a  very  argnmGnUittvc  and  eloquent  si>eech. 
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at  the  second   anniversary  of  the  I-niccster 
nished  what  was  regarded  aa  a  decisive  aiK 
tation*  of  Dr.  MarshV  lecviuig  objection 
Bible  alone.* 

On  this  question,  which,  on   account  of  the  general    con-  Spwchor 
sent  existine  on  the  subiect  amoncr  Protestants,  has  been  hut  ?,^T;  -  ■ 
rarely  forced  into  joimal  discussion,  the  orgament  is  presented  pCy. 
by  Mr.  Hall  in  so  conciuaive  and  yet  condensed  a  furm,  that 
we  cannot  refrain  from  placing  a  brief  Citract  from  his  speech 
before  our  readers. 

"For  my  part,"  Mr.  Hall  remarks,  "  I  am  at  an  utter  loss  to 
conceive  of  a  revelation  from  heaven  that  must  not  be  trusted 
alone;  of  a  rule  of  life  and  manners  which.  In  the  same  breath,  is 
declared  to  be  perfect,  and  yet  so  obscure  and  incompetent,  that 
its  tendency  to  mislead  shall  be  greater  than  its  tendency  tu  con- 
duct in  the  right  path ;  of  a  fountain  of  truth  (and  the  only  ori- 
ginal fountain,  as  our  opponents  themselves  allow)  more  calcu- 
lated, when  left  to  ita  silent  operation,  to  send  forth  bitter  waters 
than  sweet  If  these  must  appear  to  a  candid  and  impartial 
mind  untenable  and  contraditttory  propositions,  then  must  the 
chief  objections  of  our  opponents  fall  to  the  ground,  and  their 
prognostics  of  danger  from  tiie  operations  of  the  Bible  Society 
be  pronounced  chimerical  and  unfounded.  Wlioever  weighs 
the  arguments  of  our  opponents  must  be  convinced  that  they 
all  turn  upon  the  following  supposition — that  the  Scriptures 
are  &o  ambiguous  and  obscure,  that,  when  left  to  themselves, 
they  axe  more  likely  to  generate  error  than  truth,  to  foment 
division  than  to  produce  unanimity  and  agreement.  If  this 
implies  no  reflection  on  tbe  e^cellencewof  the  Bible,  and  the 
wisdom  of  its  Divine  Author,  what,  1  will  ask,  can  imply  such 
a  reflection?  And  if  this  be  not  admitted,  how  is  it  possible 
for  a  moment  to  entertain  a  scruple  respecting  the  propriety 
of  giving  them  the  most  extensive  circulation. 
t  •  «  • 

**  What  la  the  reason  that  the  Scriptures  may  not  be  trusted 
alone?  '  Wliy,'  say  our  op^ioneDts,  *they  are  liable  to  be 
misinterpreted,   and  wrested   to   countenance   the   respective 

"  Mr.  Owen  remarks,  that  nowhere  is  the  alwve  objection  bo  thoroughly 
sifted,  nud  so  ably  refuted,  n&  in  this  speech. 
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opinions  and  practices  of  ditftiront  socts  and  parties.'  Be  it  so : 
we  sidmit  tliis  to  be  posaibk  ;  but  what  remwly  can  be  devised 
t(j  obviate  tlus  evil?  Is  their  use  to  be  entii'elj  proscribed? 
'  No,'  say  our  opponents  ;  '  but  they  must  be  invariably  ac- 
companied by  another  book,  which  may  be  considered  in  tlic 
light  of  an  authorized,  commentary,'  But,  we  would  a^k 
again,  are  we  to  judge  of  this  coniinentary ;  or  are  we  to  re- 
ceive it  simply  on  tho  ground  of  authority,  aiid  upon  ihe 
principle  of"  implicit  faith;  or  is  any  exercise  of  private  judg- 
ment peiinitted  to  ns  ?  If  it  be  replied  tha.t  it  is  not>  thia 
is  neither  more  nor  less  than  open  and  barefaced  popery.  If 
the  judgment  is  to  be  exerted  at  all,  and  every  thing  is  not 
to  be  taken  upon  trost,  their  commentary  must  be  judged 
of  by  aome  criterion,  and  what  can  that  be  but  the  Scripturea  ? 
The  Scriptures  must  tliou,  after  all,  be  appealed  to  before  it  is 
possible  to  determine  on  the  correctness  of  the  commentary  ; 
and  thus  we  are  led  back  to  the  precise  point  from  which  we 
set  out,  tliat  is,  the  examination  of  the  Scriptures.  According 
to  the  viewB  of  our  opponents,  we  are  either  to  admit  the 
principle  of  implicit  faith  to  its  utmost  extent,  which  is  open 
and  avowed  popery  j  or  we  are  tirst  to  interpret  the  Scriptures 
by  the  commentary,  and  then  judge  of  the  commentary  by 
the  Scripturea.  Let  it  once  be  admitted  that  the  Sacred 
Volume  is  the  only  standard  of  trath,  and  the  only  infallible 
directory  in  practice,  and  it  w  tU  iiecessai'ily  follow  tliat  aU 
other  modes  of  instruction  must  l>e  tried  by  it ;  and  conse- 
quently that  every  other  idea  of  giving  it  a  corrective  or  a 
companion — call  it  which  you  please — must  be  futile  and 
absurd."* 

This  controversy,  after  sleeping  some  time,  was  on  a  sudden 
revived  by  a  singular  incident.  In  December  1812,  a  publica- 
tion api>earcd,  under  the  title  of  "A  Congratulatory  Letter  to 
die  Rev.  H.  Marsh,  D.  D.,  on  his  judicious  inquiry  into  the 
consequences  of  neglecting  to  give  the  Prayer-book  with  the 
Bible ;  together  with  a  Sermon^  on  the  inadequacy  of  the  Bible 
to  be  an  exclusive  Rule  of  Faith,  inscribed  to  the  same,  by  the 
Rev.  Peter  Gandolphy,  Piiest  of  the  Catholic  Church.** 

To  this  extraordinaiy  and  unwelcome  congratulation,  after 
•  Hall's  Works,  Vol.  IV.  p.  388. 
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satisfying  himself  that  it  was  not  a  mere  "pasquinadej"  Dr. 
Marsh  hastened  to  reply,  disclalnung  the  intention  ascribed  to 
him  by  tlie  Romau  CaUiLilic  priest,  of  giving  u|>  the  vital  prin- 
ciple of  Protestantism,  and  defending  himself  from  the  chal'ge. 
A  rejoinder  quickly  appeared,  in  which  the  Catholic  priest 
contends,  that  tliough  the  Professor  did  not  sny  in  terms  that 
"  true  religion  cannot  be  found  in  the  Bible,"  yet  tliat  the  prin- 
ciple advanced  and  argued  upon  by  him,  leads  directly  and 
legitimately  to  siich  a  conclusion^ 

The  publications  of  Dr.  Marah  continuing  to  be  circulated 
with  industry,  and  appealed  to  and  recommended  viili  confi- 
dence. Dr.  Milner,  Dean  of  Carlisle,  in  the  spring  of  1813, 
gave  to  the  public  a  volume,  under  the  title  of  "Strictures  on 
some  of  the  publications  of  the  Rev.  H,  Marsh,  D*D.,  intended 
as  a  reply  to  his  objections  against  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society,"  These  strictures  drew  forth  from  the  learned 
Professor  another  **  letter,"  in  which,  after  a  short  reply,  he 
takes  leave  of  the  controversy.**  * 

In  the  summer  of  ISIS',  when  some  of  the  pamphlets  of  Dr. 
Marsh,  already  alluded  to,  were  coming  into  circulation,  a  new 
opponent  of  the  Bible  Society,  appeared  in  tlie  person  of 
Dr.  Maltby.f  His  predecessor  in  the  field  had  contended,  that 
in  giving  the  Bible  alone,  the  Society  had  given  (oo  little. 
The  object  of  this  assailant  was  to  prove,  that  in  so  doing  the 
Society  gave  too  muck.  He  contends  that  "out  of  sijity'six 
books,  which  form  the  contents  of  the  Old  and  New  Testa- 
ment, nut  above  seven  in  the  Old,  nor  above  eleven  in  the 
New,  appear  to  be  calculated  for  the  study  or  comprehension 
of  the  unleai'ned." 

Against  this  attack,  which  threatened  to  reduce  the  Bible, 
in  the  hajids  of  the  common  people,  to  less  than  one  third  of 
its  former  dimensions,  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society, 
or  ratlier  Christianity  itself,  was  ably  defended  by  the  Rev,  J, 
W.  Cunningham,  Vicar  of  Harrow,  a  gentleman  from  whose 
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•  For  a  fuller,  imd  spirited  aci^oimt  of  this  impDrtant  controvemy,  see 
Owen's  History^  Vol  II.  Pam  II.  and  III. 

t  "  Tlioughtson  the  Utility  and  Eipediency  of  tW  plans  of  tlie  British 
:md  Foreign  Bible  Society,"  by  E.  Maltby,  D.D.  itc,  afterwards  Bisliop 
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eloquent  exertiniis  on  many  occasions  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Societj  has  reaped  emineut  advantages. 

The  topic  was  also  referred  to  in  a  ape-ech  of  the  Rev.  R. 
Hall,  from  whlcii,  for  reasons  similar  to  those  given  in  the 
former  instancej  W(?  subjoin  an  extract. 

**  To  give  the  (whole)  Bible  to  all  classes  and  descriptions, 
without  note  or  comment,  is  represented  by  some  as  a  dan- 
gerous esperimunt,  adapted  to  perplex  and  mislead  uncul- 
tivated minds.  Excellent  as  the  Scriptures  are  allowed 
to  he,  some  preparation,  it  is  asserted,  la  necessary  ere  they 
are  c^nimumcated  in  their  full  extent ;  and  that  the  best  use 
that  can  be  immediately  made  of  them  is  to  compose  and  dis- 
tribute such  selections  and  abridgm^enta  as  seem  best  calculiitcd 
for  popular  instruction. 

"  That  some  portions  of  the  Sacred  Volume  are  of  more 
universal  interest  than  others ;  that  the  New  Testament,  for 
example,  lias  a  more  immediate  relation  to  our  prospects  and 
to  om*  duties,  thaD  the  Old,  is  freely  conceded;  just  as  one 
star  differs  from  another  star  in  glory,  though  they  arc  all 
placed  in  the  same  firmament,  and  are  the  work  of  the  same 
hand.  But  to  this  restrictive  system,  this  jealous  policy, 
which  would  exclude  a  part  of  the  word  of  God  from  uni- 
versal  inspection  and  perusal,  we  feel  insuperable  objections ; 
nor  are  we  disposed  to  ascribe  to  any  description  of  men 
whatever,  that  control  over  divine  communications  which 
such  a  measure  implies.  We  are  persuaded  that  no  man 
possesses  a  right  to  curtail  the  gifts  of  God,  or  to  deal 
out  with  a  sparing  hand  what  was  intended  for  unlverBal 
patrimony.  If  the  manner  ia  which  revelation  was  imparted 
be  such  as  makes  it  manifest  that  it  was  originally  de- 
signed for  tlie  benefit  of  all,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  conceive 
how  any  man  can  have  a  right,  by  his  interference,  to  render 
it  inaccesaible. 

*'  The  question  itself,  whether  it  was  designed  to  be  com- 
municated to  mankind  at  large  without  distinction,  or  to  a 
particular  class,  with  a  discretionary  power  of  communicating 
it  at  such  times  and  in  such  proportions  &&  tliey  might  deem 
fit,  can  only  be  determined  by  itself.  If  it  bear  decisive 
indic«dons  of  Ua  being  intended  for  private  custody, — if  it  be 
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faund  to  affirm,  or  even  to  im'muate,  that  it  is  not  meant  for  HOHE. 
universal  circulation, — we  must  submit  to  hold  it  at  the  dis-  cha?~III 
cretion  of  its  Icgidniato  guardians,  and  to  accept,  with  be- 
coming gratitude,  such  portions  as  they  are  pleased  to  bestow. 
From  the  word  of  God  there  can  be  no  appeal :  it  must 
decide  its  own  cliaracter,  and  determine  its  own  pretensions. 
Thus  much  we  must  be  allowed  to  assume;  that  if  it  wa3 
originally  given  to  mankind  indiacriminately,  no  power  u|>on 
earth  is  entitled  to  restrict  it ;  because,  on  the  supposition 
which  we  are  now  making,  since  every  man's  original  right  in 
it  was  equaU  that  right  can  be  cancelled  by  no  authority  but 
that  which  bestowed  it.  If  it  was  at  first  promulgated  under 
the  character  of  a  universal  standard  of  faith  and  practice,  we 
are  bound  to  recognise  it  in  that  character ;  and  every  attempt 
to  alter  it»  to  convert  into  private  what  was  originally  public 
pro]>erty,  or  to  make  a  monopoly  of  a  universal  grant,  is  an 
act  of  extreme  presumption  and  impiety.  It  is  to  assume  a 
superiority  over  revelation  itself.'* 

Alter  reviewing  successive  portions  of  the  Sacred  Writings, 
in  order  to  determine  the  question  as  to  their  original  un- 
restricted publicity,  Mr.  Hall  proceeds:  "Thus  it  appears, 
from  a  rapid  induction  of  particulars,  that  the  Bible  is  a 
common  property,  over  which  there  is  no  human  control  j 
that,  as  "  all  Scripture  is  given  by  inspiration  of  God,*"  so 
it  is  all  *'  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correc- 
tion, for  instruction  in  righteousness,  that  the  man  of  God 
may  be  perfect,  throughly  furnished  for  every  good  word  and 
work,"* 

One  consequence  of  these  repeate<l  attacks  on  the  Society  Thi  ulti- 
was,  to  excite  a  deei>er  interest  in  its  belialf,  and  at  the  same  ^^^^f 
time  to  make  its  distinctive  principles  more  widely  and  intelli-  tLcB?  at- 
gently  Imown.      This  result  was  also  further  promoted   by 
the  system  which  came  now  to  be   adopted,  of  selecting  auch 
speeches,   addresses,   or  other  compositions,   advocating   the 
claims  of  the  Bible  Society,  as  were  considered  to  be  popular 
and  impressive,  iuid  dispersing  them,  not  at  the  expense  of 
the  Society,  hut  by  means  of  a  private  subscription,  in  those 
circles  which  required  to  be  excited  to  effort,  or  to  be  fortified, 

•  Hall's  WyrkH,  VuL  IV,  p.  084. 
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HOME,    in  their  attachment  to  the  Society  and  its  principles,  agunst 
Chap"  III.  '^^  influence  of  sophistry  and  misrepresentation.     This  plan 
—        was  devised,  and  chiefly  condurted,  by  Richard  Phillips,  £sq., 
a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 

In  conclusion  we  may  remark,  that  the  controversies  re- 
ferred to  in  this  chapter  were  not  afterwards  revived,  except 
to  a  very  limited  and  unimportant  extent.  It  would  se^m  that 
the  several  questions  then  at  issue,  were  discussed  with  so 
much  ingenuity  and  ability,  that  little  remained  to  be  said,  or 
at  least,  that  little  more  was  required  to  be  said,  on  either  side. 
The  Society,  was  no  loser  by  the  conflict;  while  to  the 
cause  of  truth  in  general  the  result  was  a  positive  gain :  for 
the  principles  discussed  were  fundamental  principles,  affect- 
ing not  simply  the  character  and  well-being  of  a  particular 
Society,  but  the  integrity  and  supremacy  of  Divine  revelation 
itself,  and  the  right  of  every  one  to  its  free  use  and  enjoyment. 
The  very  able  elucidation  and  defence  of  these  principles, 
which  the  controversy  called  forth,  could  not  fail  to  be  of  ser- 
vice at  the  time,  and  conferred  on  the  whole  Christian  commu- 
nity, more  than  an  ephemeral  benefit,  by  placing  in  so  clear 
a  light  the  claims  of  divine  truth  to  an  unrestricted  and  uni- 
versal promulgation. 
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lurreasififf  Demand  for  Engti^  Sct^ipturts — Metropolitan  A%t^\* 
linriei — Vii'U  of  Ur.  Sieinhopff  to  the  C'lmtinent — JuVenife  and 

Female    fUble  As$ociati(tHS  —  Dr.   Cftaimera^  Adtlr&is — Safe 
and  hetteficial  tendency  of  Bible  Associfitions^ 

W"e  now  return  to  the  transactions  of  the  Society :  The  in- 
creasing demand  for  the  English  Scriptures,  created  in  great 
part  by  the  claims  of  the  new  Auxiliaries,  rendered  it  necessary 
to  have  recoorse  to  extraordinary  expedients,  in  order  to  keep 
up  the  requisite  supply.  The  two  XJnirersities  lent  their  co- 
operation by  adding  to  the  number  of  their  presses,  and  His 
Majesty's  Printers  also  were  at  tliis  time  induced  to  put  into 
exercise  the  powers  of  their  patent;  and  these  have  ever  since 
been  largely  and  satisfactorily  employed  in  the  service  of  the 
Society.' 

This  augmented  demand  for  the  English  Scriptures  was  sti-  i>emand 
mulated  by  the  discoveries  successively  made  of  the  want  of  '"^  ^tuw' 
them  existing  in  a  degree  that  could  hardly  have  been  con- 
ceived- It  was  now  that  a  statistical  inquiry,  instituted  by 
the  Bieliop  of  Durham:,  througli  the  agency  of  \m  parochial 
clergy,  brought  out  the  fact,  that  there  were  6026  families  in 
his  diocese  defltitute  of  a  Bible ;  and  a  moderate  calculation, 
on  the  authority  of  the  Norwich  and  Norfolk  Auxiliary, 
justified  the  supposition  that  there  were  at  least  10,000  fami- 
lies in  that  county  in  the  same  truly  lamentabio  condition. 

For  the  purpose  of  fiirther  ascertaining,  and  supplying  m(M% 
fuUy^  these  local  wants,  which  were  shown  to  bo  sn  much  larger 
than  had  been  anticipated,  the  cstablislimcnt  of  Branch  So- 
cieties and  Bible  Associations  was  recommended.     Clergjrnen 

*  These  are  the  three  authorized  sourcea  from  wliiiJi  the  Eng-lifh 
ycripliires  are  obtained  in  this  toanlrj,  aod  from  whic^b  ulatie  those  cir- 
culatccl  by  Uie  Soci*^ty  are  obtained. 
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also,  and  Dissenting  MiiusterB,  were  invited  to  fonn  Associations 
in  their  respective  spheres;  and  the  same  encouragements 
were  lield  out  to  thein  as  to  the  Auxiliaries.  They  were  au- 
thorized to  receive  Bibles  and  Testamenla  for  distribution  to 
the  amount  of  one  half  of  any  tongregational  collection  they 
might  make  and  tranaimt  witliin  the  year. 

In  j>roof  tliat  the  Society  was  taking  deeper  root  in  tlie 
aflcctiona  of  the  public,  may  be  mentioned  the  fact,  that 
this  year  exhibited  an  addition  of  seventy-five  to  the  num- 
ber of  the  Auxiliaries^  and  an  advancement  of  the  Society's 
income,  throuj!:li  that  cliannel,  from  £24,813  to  £55,099. 
The  Hibernian  Sotriety  also  augmented  its  Branches  from  eight 
to  tliirty-five.  Many  of  thtaae  new  Societies  were  of  a  very 
interesting  character. 

Under  the  jiatronage  of  the  Bishop  of  St.  David's,  the 
counties  of  Carmiu^tlicn  and  Pembroke,  and  the  town  of 
Aberystwith,  ui  Cardi (ran shire,  with  a  return  of  nearly  £1100^ 
were  added  to  the  contributory  counties  in  South-WaJes ; 
while,  in  the  northern  division  of  the  Principality,  the  counties 
of  Merioneth,  Carnarvon,  and  Angleaea,  under  the  patronage 
of  Sir  Watkin  Williams  Wynne,  Bart.,  and  the  Eaii  of  Ux- 
bi'id^e,  (afterwards  Marquis  of  Anglesea,)  together  with  cer- 
tain places  of  inferior  importance,  united  themselves  to  the 
general  Association,  with  contributions  exceeding,  in  the  ag- 
gregate, £2500* 

Of  tlie  remaining  British  Auxiliaries,  eleven  were  established 
for  entire  counties ;  viK.  for  those  of  Chester,  Fife  and  Kin- 
ross, Gloucester,  Kent,  Northampton,  Perth,  Rutland,  Somer- 
set, Surrey,  and  Wilts ;  several  for  cities,  or  districts  of  great 
consideration ;  and  eight  for  the  central  position  of  London 
and  Southwark. 

The  Auxiliary  Societies  of^the  Metropolis,  from  their  pecu- 
liarity and  importance,  require  to  be  treated  of  as  constituting 
a  separate  class,  distinct  from  either  tlie  County  or  Disti'ict 
Societies. 

The  Southwark  Society  was  formed  on  the  3d  of  June  1812, 
under  the  Presidency  of  the  Earl  of  Rothes,  who  delivered 
his  sentiments  on  the  general  subject,  from  the  Chair^  with 
lUUvh  clearness,  liberalitv,  and  dt^usiun. 
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Among  tlie  steps  pi'cparatory  to  the  establishmont  of  tliia     EOUE. 
Society,  was  an  inquiry  intt)  the  local  clrcumstaiices  of  the  CmpTnr, 
|>oor,  as  to  the  want  of  the  Scriptures  among  them ;    and  the 
tbllowing  result  of  a  partial  and  indiscrimii^ate  examination 
was  given,  as  a  fair  criterion  of  tlie  state  of  the  district,  con- 
taining a  population  of  neaily  120,000  soula. 

"  In  925  families,  comprising  4508  individuals,  2745  can 
read,  and  only  395  have  Bibles  and  Testaments.  Of  the  530 
families  who  are  thus  destitute  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  more 
than  400  expressed  a  strong  desire  to  possess  them ;  many  of 
whom  profysaed  a  willingness  to  pay  for  them,  so  far  as  their 
very  limited  means  would  admit:  14  of  those  families  had 
never  seen  a  Bible ;  and  about  60  are  Roman  Catholicsj  a  large 
proportion  of  whom  ai'e  extremely  desiroas  of  copies." 

On  the  basis  furnished  by  this  and  corresponding  repre- 
sentationSj  the  proposed  Institution  was  accordingly  fonned. 
So  sanguine  were  its  Committee  m  their  prospectSj  that  they 
ventm"ed  to  assert,  in  their  Address  at  its  fonnation,  that 
though  not  the  first  in  point  of  timej  it  would  be  second  to 
none  in  diligence,  ardour,  and  generraity.  A  retui^  of  £2832. 
19*.  2d.,  within  the  yearj  followed  up,  as  it  was,  by  a  pro- 
gressive increase  both  of  activity  and  contribution,  compels 
us  to  admit  that  the  assertion  was  fully  justified,  and  the  pledge 
redeemed. 

Scarcely  had  the  Southwark  Auxiliary  Society  been  oata-  CLiy  of 
blished,  when  measures  were  taken  to  effect  a  similar  ''"*"^''*'' 
Institution  for  the  City  of  Loudon.  For  a  considerable 
time  previously,  some  friends  of  tlie  cause  had  united  their 
councils,  with  a  view  to  produce  such  a  distribution  of  the 
Metropolis,  as  might  lend  to  the  establishment  of  a  system 
of  productive  and  efficient  Auxiliary  Societies  within  its  pre- 
cincts and  immediate  vicinity.  Among  tliose  who  took  the 
lead  in  these  provisional  deliberations,  were  the  Rev.  Josiali 
Pratt,  Richard  Phillii>s,  Benjamin  Neale,  and  Gumey  Bitfclay, 
Esr[r3.,  together  with  Major  (afterwards  Colonel)  Handfield, 
and  Captain  (afterwards  Major)  Close.  The  result  of  their 
labours,  in  which  they  wore  assisted  with  advice  and  co- 
operation from  variiHis  i|uartei'a,  was  a  dctermmatiun  to 
inijulate  tlie  City  of  Loudon,  and  to  divide  the  remaining 
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territory  in  such  a  manner  as  a  consideration  of  local  circum- 
stances should  appear  to  recommend. 

In  consequence  of  this  decision,  the  requisite  arrangements 
were  made  for  carrying  the  first  part  of  the  design  into  exe^ 
cution,  and  the  City  of  London  Auxiliary  Bible  Society  wa-s 
formed,  on  August  6,  1812,  at  a  Public  Meeting  in  the 
Egyptian  Hall  of  the  Mansion  Hou^e,  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Lord  Mayor,  Sir  Claudius  Stephen  Hunter,  Bart.^  in  the 
Chair.* 

The  City  of  London  Auxiliary  Society  having  been  thus 
successfully  established,  active  preparations  were  made  for 
covering  the  ground  by  wliich  this  central  Society  was  nearly 
surrounded,  with  similar  Auxiliaiy  Institutions.  On  the  28th 
of  August  1812,  the  plan  concerted  for  this  purpose  was 
issued  and  distributed.  It  contained  aji  arrangement  for  six 
Societies ;  viz.  the  Westminster,  the  North-West  London,  the 
Bloomabury  and  South  Pancras,  the  North  London  and 
Islington,  the  Nortb-East  London,  and  the  East  London ;  and 
was  accompanied  by  a  topographical  chart,  on  wliich  the 
limits  of  each  Society  were  accurately  delineated.  Vvo- 
visional  Committees  had  been  constituted  within  these  several 
divisions ;  and  at  the  Meeting  which  definitively  settled  the 
plan  for  distributing  the  metro|>olis  in  the  manner  described, 
an  aggregate  Couunlttee,  consisting  uf  the  Secretaries  of  the 
difterent  Provisional  Comniitteos,  together  with  Giirney  Bar- 
clay, Esq.,  Maji»r  Hiindfield^  the  Rev.  Jusiali  Pratt,  and  Mr. 
Joseph  Tarn,  were  charged  with  the  duty  of  carrying  the 
objects  of  the  phui  into  effect. 

On  the  15th  of  October  1812,  the  East-London  Auxiliary 
Society  was  formed,  and  the  establishment  of  others  followed, 
as  their  preparations  were  respectively  completed ;  tlie  West- 
minster on  the  17th  of  December,  the  North  London  and 
Islington  on  the  I9th,  the  Bloomslmry  and  South  Pancraa 
on  the  25tb  of  February,  the  Nnrth-East  on  the  Ititb,  and  the 
North- West  on  the  18th  of  March  1813. 

The  patronage  acquired  by  these  Societies  comprehended 
no  inconiiderable  proportion  of  the  rank,  and  opulence,  and 
talent,  which  are  to  be  found,  either  occasionally  or  regularly, 

•  For  intifmciii?  ndticts  uf  thia  Meetiuff,  «e  Oweiif  Vul.  II,  p.  330, 
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witliin  the  precincts  of  the  metropolis.  At  the  head  of  those  HOME, 
who  thua  becaniG  connected  with  the  British  and  Foreign  ca^^it 
Bihle  Society,  must  be  placed  their  Royal  Highnesses  the 
Dukes  of  York,  Kent,  Cumberland,  Sussex,  and  Cambridge; 
and  to  these  high  and  honourable  names  might  be  added  a 
numerous  list  of  noblemen,  public  functionaries,  and  com- 
moners of  the  first  distinction. 

The  Earl  of  Moira,  Lord  Teignmonth,  the  Chairman  of 
the  Middlesex  Quarter  Sessions,  C.  Grant,  Esq.,  M.  P.  (as 
representative  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford),  and  their  Uoyal 
Highnesses  the  Dukes  of  Kent  and  Sussex,  severally  presided 
at  the  formation  of  the  six  Sooieliesj  in  the  order  in  which 
they  have  been  named ;  and  they  were  supported  by  the 
attendance  and  exertions  of  persons  high  in  alationj  and  emi- 
nent in  ability,  who,  rising  above  their  political  differences, 
evinced  a  magnanimous  agreement  in  countenancing  and  ad- 
vocating a  cause  to  which,  as  Christiana,  they  professed  an 
equal  attachment,  and  acknowledged  a  common  obligation. 

The  union  of  men  in  the  support  and  recommendation  of 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  whose  political  senti- 
ments were  diametrically  opposed  to  each  other,  had,  by  the 
frequency  of  its  occurrence,  become,  in  a  manner,  familiar 
to  the  friends  of  the  Institution.  But  one  of  the  most  remark- 
able instanceg  of  this  kind  iras  exhibited  at  the  Westminster 
Meeting,  when  Lord  Castlereagh  and  Samuel  Whitbread,  Esq,, 
were  seen  personallyunited  in  recommending  the  formation  of  the 
Westminster  Auxiliary  Bible  Society,  and  respectively  moving 
and  seconding  the  resolutions  by  which  it  was  to  be  established. 

The  proceedinga'ftt  the  formation  of  these  sectional  Societies 
were  regidated,  as  nearly  as  might  be,  by  a  principle  of  uni- 
formity; and,  with  the  exception  of  the  difference  occasioned 
by  the  rank  and  talent  of  the  speiikers  and  condnctors,  and  by 
certain  other  contingent  circnmstances,  they  were  only  so 
many  copies  of  one  approved  and  well-constructed  modeL 

The  basis  of  the  proceedings  was,  in  every  case,  a  formal 
and  accredited  statement,  on  the  part  of  the  Provisional  Com- 
mittee of  the  division,  representing  the  condition  of  the  poor 
population  included  within  it,  as  to  the  want  of  tlie  Holy 
St-ripturcs.     This  statement,  the  result  of  a  personal  and  sj's- 
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tcmatic  Investigation,  did  not  confine  itself  to  a  general  report 
on  the  object  for  ivliich  the  inquiry  was  instituted,  but  diacri- 
minated  between  those  who  could;,  and  those  who  could  not 
read,  in  order  to  show  how  many  wore  competent  to  make  a 
proper  use  of  the  boon  intended  to  be  conferred.  To  this  it 
jn&y  be  added,  that  the  t^ourse  of  the  investigation,  which, 
taking  the  entire  range  of  London  and  Sonthwark  into  the 
account,  extended  to  more  than  17,000  families,  led  to  the  un- 
expected and  painful  discovery,  that  half  the  population  of  the 
labouring  classes  in  the  metropolis  of  the  British  erapire  were 
destitute  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  Some  of  the  cases  which 
these  inquu'ies  brought  to  light  exliibited  the  want  of  the 
Scriptures  as  prevailing  to  a  deplorable  extent.  Not  to  mention 
othei"s,  it  waa  found  that  among  858  families,  containing  300() 
individuals,  in  one  part  of  the  Bloomsbury  division,  only  thirty, 
eight  Bibles  were  found.  The  pain  juising  from  such  &  repre- 
sentation WM,  however,  not  a  little  relieved  by  the  assurance 
(ui  which  all  the  returns  concurred)  that  a  strong  dispo- 
sition had  been  manifested  bj  the  poor  in  general  to  become 
posaeased  of  the  sacred  treasure,  and  that  many  declared 
themselves  ready  to  make  no  ordinary  sacrifice  In  order  to  be 
able  to  acquire  it. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  1812,  the  Rev.  C.  F,  A.  Steinkopff, 
the  Foreign  Secretary,  at  the  request  of  the  Society,  and  with 
the  design  of  promoting  more  extensively  the  object  of  the  In- 
stitution, made  a  tour  on  the  continent  of  Europe.  In  further- 
ance of  the  above  design,  the  sum  of  £2000  was  placed  at  Mr. 
Steinkopff's  disposal,  wlule  prosecuting  his  torn-,  with  in- 
structions to  appropriate  the  same  accordfng  to  his  discretion. 
The  more  particular  import  of  those  instructions  was,  to  nuke 
him  tliQ  fully-accredtted  agent  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society ;  to  authorize  him,  wherever  he  should  go,  to 
hold  out  the  completest  encouri^^ement  to  the  formation  of 
Bible  Societies ;  to  supply  such  wants  of  the  Scriptui-es  as 
might  appear  to  him  to  require  immediate  attention ;  to  pur- 
chase such  hooka  for  the  Society's  use  as  ho  might  consido" 
important ;  and,  generally,  to  take  all  such  steps,  in  its  name 

and  behalf,  as  mi^ht  swtn  in  his  judgment  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  accomplishment  of  its  object. 
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Thus  commissioned  and  instrncted,  Mr.  Stwinkopff  entered     HOME, 
uiwn  his  journey  on  the  12th  of  June;  and,  after  nil  abseticu  ca*r.  IV. 
of  neai'ly  six  months,  during  which  time  he  visited  many  im- 
portant stations  in  Denmark,  Germany^  and  Switzerland,  he 
returncsl  to  England  on  the  6th  of  December.* 

The  reader  should  he  remuided>  that  tlie  period  in  which 
Mr.  Steinkopff  embarked  in  this  benevolent  undertaking  was 
a  crisis  of  extraordinary  peril  and  embarrassment  That  por- 
tion of  the  Continent  through  which  he  had  to  travpl  was 
under  the  jealous  tyranny  and  vigilant  inspection  of  Napo- 
leon Bonaparte,  the  implacable  enemy  of  that  country  in  the 
charitable  service  of  which  our  traveller  was  despatched.  But, 
fortified  against  alarm  by  a  consciousness  of  the  excellence  of 
his  cauic,  and  the  purity  of  his  motives,  He  wisnt  out  in  faith, 
and  returned  in  safety. 

The  services  of  Mr.  Steinkopff  were  (as  might  reasonably 
be  expected)  jnstly  appreciated  by  that  body  at  whose  instance 
he  had  sacrificed  his  convenience,  hazarded  bis  liberty,  and 
even  endangered  his  life.  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Committee,  in  j^^  beaefi- 
which  Lord  Teignmouth  presided.  Admiral  Lord  Gambler,  cialr«ulu, 
and  the  learned  Dr.  Adam  Clarke,  charged  themselves  seve^ 
rally  with  moving  and  seconding  a  resolution  of  thanks  to 
Mr.  Steinkopff  for  his  valuable  services.  In  conveyhig  their 
thanksj  the  Committee  stated,  as  their  unanimous  determina- 
tion, "that  the  result  of  Mr,  Steinkopff'a  journey  to  the  Con- 
tinent had  fully  justified  the  expectations  which  induced  the 
Committee  to  request  bim  to  undertake  and  perform  it; 
that  the  various  commmucations  made  by  Mr.  Steinkopff  to 
Societies  and  individuals  respecting  the  nature,  object^  and 
operations  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  had  con- 
tributed materially  to  increase  their  attaclmient  to  the  Insti- 
tution^ strengthen  their  confidence  in  its  wisdom  and  liberality, 
and  animate  tbeir  exertions  for  extending  the  circulation  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures;  that  by  his  judicioas  dispensation  of 
the  funds  entrusted  to  him,  Mr.  Steinkopff  had  fulfilled  tlie 
wishes  of  the  Comuiittee  in  supplying  the  spirittial  wants  of 

»  For  the  intereatiiig  particulara  of  this  tour,  see  Mr.  Steinkopff'a  offi- 
cs«I  B(at«raent  in  the  Society's  IS'intb  Aonual  Heportj  and  his  "I^tu-ra" 
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numerous  poor  and  destitute  Christians,  protnoting  the  fomia- 
tion  of  new  Bible  Societies,  and  assisting  the  ineftsures  of  those 
ahx-ady  in  existence;  and,  finally,  that  the  proceedings  of 
Mr.  Steinkopff  had  been  conducted  with  a  zeal  and  discretion 
eminently  calculated  to  gu^e  the  most  favournble  impresaion 
of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society ;  to  enlarge  and 
Btrengthen  its  external  relations;  and  thus  to  facilitate  the 
accomplishment  of  its  oLjett,  the  distribution  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures  in  the  widest  possible  extent"  The  details  of 
this  tour  will  come  tmder  notice  in  a  future  part  of  this 
history. 

The  progress  of  the  Society  in  the  acquisition  of  influence, 
connections,  and  support,  tended  greatly,  as  might  be  inferred, 
to  the  increase  of  its  business.  Great  efforts  "were  now 
required  and  made  for  providing  the  Scriptures  wanted,  both 
for  domestic  and  foreign  circulation.  The  united  exeiiiona  of 
the  two  Universities  and  the  King's  printer,  stimulated  as  they 
were  by  every  consideration  of  duty  and  einottiment,  and 
further  urged  by  the  importunity  of  the  Committee,  were  yet 
dispro|>ortioned  to  the  actual  and  still  increasing  demand. 
Besides  the  English  and  Welsh  Scriptures,  wliich  were  fur- 
nished only  from  the  alxive  sources,  editions  were  now  required 
m  the  Gaelic,  Irisli  and  Manks ;  and  also  in  the  current 
foreign  languages,  for  Aliens  in  the  Brltl:>h  dominions  and 
elsewhere,  as  the  French,  Dutch,  German,  Spanish,  Portu- 
guescj  Italian,  Danish.  In  all  of  these  European  languages 
editions  were  printed  in  this  countrj';  while  Scriptures  in  the 
Swedish,  Finnish,  and  some  other  languages,  were  imported 
from  the  Continent. 

Attention  was  also  now  directed  to  the  prepai'tng  of  versions 
in  languages  either  wholly  new  to  sacred  literature,  or  further 
removed  than  any  of  tlie  preceding  from  general  cultivaton 
and  use;  as  the  Modem  Greek,  the  Esq^uimaux,  the  Ethiopic, 
and  the  Sj-Tiac. 

The  year  1813  witnessed  the  formation  of  fifty  additional 
Auxiliaries,  independently  of  Branch  Societies  and  Associations; 
among  the  most  important  of  which  may  be  mentioned  those  for 
the  counties  of  Somerset,  Cumberland,  Huntingdon,  and  Flint, 
and  one  for  Oxford  and  Oxfoi-dshire.     This  last  Auxiliarv  was 
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not,  however,  formed  without  some  previous  controversy,  in 
which  John  Colten,  Esq,,  appeared  as  the  Assailant  of  the  So- 
ciety, and  the  Hou.  N.  Vansittart  {aftenviirJB  Lord  Besley), 
and  the  Rev.  James  Hiaton^  Dissenting  Minister  at  Oxford, 
its  dc^fendera.  When  at  length,  very  much  through  the 
personal  exertion  of  G.  I".  Stratton,  Esq.,  a  gentleman  of 
the  county,  of  considerable  talent  and  respectability,  the  So- 
ciety was  formed,  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  the  county  and  the 
Chancellor  of  the  University,  became  the  Patrons,  and  the 
Bishop  of  Durham  its  President,  wLUe  several  noblemen, 
gentlemen,  Heads  of  houses,  and  Professors,  gave  it  tlieir 
caiuitcnancc.  The  Rev.  Hugh  Pearson,  the  senior  Proctor, 
took  a  prominent  part  in  the  proceedings  at  the  Public  Meet- 
ing, having  been  alao  previously,  next  to  Mr.  Stratton,  the 
most  active  in  the  establjslmient  of  tlie  Society.  To  its  for- 
mation, also,  the  ze^ilous  efforts  of  the  Undergraduates  of  the 
University,  and,  among  tliese,  of  C.  F.  Lefroy,  Esq.,  {author  of 
tJie  letters  signed  Peter  the  Hermit,)  very  materially  contri- 
buted. The  fonnation  of  the  Hackuev  and  Newinjjton  Aux- 
iliary  gave  occasion  to  a  violent  attac;k  on  the  Society  by  the 
Rev.  H.  H.  Norris,  Curate  of  St.  John's,  Hackney,  first,  in  the 
furm  of  a  correspondence  with  J.  W.  Freshfield,  Esq.,  and 
afterwards  in  a  pamphlet  entitled  "  A  practical  exposition  of 
the  t^endency  and  proceedings  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society."  The  learned  Bishop  of  St.  David's,  in  a  Tract 
published  by  his  Lordship,  entitled  "The  Bible,  and  the  Bible 
alone,  the  religion  of  Protestants,"  pronounced  Mr.  Norris* 
publication  to  be  a  most  uJijustiBable  attack  on  the  Bible 
Society,  adding,  tliat  "  it  was  so  destitute  of  the  demonstration 
which  it  professed  to  ^ve,sa  defective  in  ita  premises,  so  incon- 
clusive in  its  inferences^  and  so  reprehensible  in  itA  calumnies 
respecting  the  church-members  of  the  Society,"  tliat  it  might 
be  left  "to  its  own  refutation,"  The  work,  however,  being 
industriously  circulated,  and  being  found  to  raise  a  prejudice 
in  some  quarters,  a  more  formal  reply  to  it  was  fiimislied  by 
the  Rev.W.  Dealtry,  in  a  pamphlet  entitled  "A  review  of  Mr. 
Norris'  attack,  &c/** 

Li  connection  with  the  rapidly  multiplying  Branch  Societies 
and  Bible   Associations,  were  now    found    rising   in   every 
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HOME,  rectlon  numerous  minor  Societies,  distinct  from  both,  but 
equally  with  theni  contributing  to  tlte  (reiieral  Auxiliary  fund. 
Alluaion  ia  here  made  to  Juvenile  and  Female  Bible  Societies, 
wliich  were  at  this  ptriod  originated. 

It  ia  to  be  observed  that  the  Branch,  as  well  as  the  Auxi- 
liary Societies,  comprehended  persons  of  each  sex,  and  of  every 
condition,  while  Bible  Associations^  as  originally  constituted, 
were  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  cu-cumstances  of  the  poor, 
being  designed  to  assist  them  in  supplying  their  own  wants, 
besides  affording  a  medium  through  which  their  humble  yet 
willing  offerings  might  find  a  place  in  that  enlarged  fund  of 
benevolence  which  the  Society  was  honoured  to  dispense.  It 
now  occurred  to  some  friends  of  the  cause  that  much  might  be 
done  by  the  young  and  by  females,  in  aid  of  the  common 
undertaking,  by  Associations  constituted  from  among  them- 
selves, and  conaperating  with  tlie  local  body,  whether  a  Branch^ 
or  an  Auxiliary  Society.* 

The  first  example  on  record  of  a  Juvenile  contribution  to 
the  Bible  Society  was  furnislied  by  the  Holborn  Sunday 
School.  This  was  commenced  in  1808,  and  was  contiimed 
for  many  years.  The  first  Juvenile  Association,  on  a  regular 
and  systematic  plan,  waa  the  Surrey  Chapel  Bible  Association, 
formed  in  1812,  in  connection  with  the  Southwark  Sunday 
School  Society,  In  the  course  of  eight  years  this  Society 
enrolled  about  12,000  conti-ibutors  and  subscribers,  distributed 
7316  Bibles  and  Testements,  and  remitted  to  the  Southwark 
Auxiliary  £2113.  In  the  same  year  the  "York  Juvenile 
Society"  was  formed  i  and  very  soon  these  interesting  youthful 
efforts  extended  to  Scotland  and  Wales,  and  no  inconsiderable 
amount  of  revenue  was  the  result  By  the  Tenth  Anniver- 
sary, nearly  £500  annually  was  found  to  flow  in  directly  to  the 
Parent  Institution  from  tliia  source.  Several  Associations  were 
formed  in  connection  with  private  Educational  establishments. 

The  first  regularly  formed  Ladies'  Bible  Society,  in  direct 
and  exclusive  connection  with  the  Parent  Society,  appears  to 

*  For  an  iDtereating  socount  of  the  origin  af  tL^  various^  kiade  of  Bible 
Association &,  and  pwticularly  of  a  Juvenile  BiUe  Society,  formed  at 
ShetSeld  ia  1805  (nithciut  knowledge  of  the  existeDce  of  the  Bntiah  and 
FareigTi  Bible  Society),  see  Dudley's  Analytds  of  the  Bille  Society,  p.  277. 
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havo  beon  tliat  of  "Westminster,"  ostablished  in  1811,     In 
the  following  year  a  similar  one  waa  instituted  at  Dublin,  ^ 
nnJer  very  distinguished  patronage,  for  the  purpose  of  contri- 
buting to  tbe  Hibernian  Bibk  Society. 

The  meed  of  priority  is,  however,  in  no  small  respect  due 
to  i'cmalfs  in  an  humliie  class  of  life.  Tlie  "AI>ei'diH?n  FcinalL' 
Servftnts'  Society^  for  promoting  the  di^usion  of  tlic  Scrip- 
tures,'* was  formed  in  1803;  and  thongli  not  exclnsively  de- 
voted to  this  object,  yet  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  tins 
was  the  first  Association  of  adult  females,  formed  for  llie  pur- 
pose of  aiding  tlie  Bible  Society's  operations.  Tliis  was  fol- 
lowed in  Scotland  by  a  Society  at  Pftislcy,  in  1811,  under  the 
title  of  the  "Female  Bible  Association,"  which  is  thought  to 
Imve  been  the  first  Association  of  the  kind,  that  contemplated 
the  supply  of  heal  wants  aa  a  primary  object 

From  the  period  above  mentioned,  "  Ladies'  Bible  Asso- 
ciations'* began  to  be  oxtenstvely  established,  till  (it  length  tlie 
supply  of  local'wants  fell  in  a  great  measure  into  their  hands, 
and  with  the  most  efficient  and  happy  resultB.* 

Nor  was  this  laudable  zeal  for  the  dissemination  of  the 
Scriptures  confined  to  the  youthful  and  female  inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain  :  it  extended  beyond  the  Atlantic,  and  manifested 
its  influence  there  also  in  the  production  of  Juvenile  and  Female 
Bible  Societies.  Of  the  former,  the  earliest  instance  on  record 
13,  "  The  Young  Men's  Bible  Soeiety,  formed  at  New  York  In 
1809:  the  second  of  that  class,  "The  Nassau  Hall  Bible 
Soi'iety."  Of  the  latter,  the  first  in  point  of  rank,  and,  it  is 
believetl,  also  of  time,  is  "The  Female  Bible  Society  of  Phila- 
delpliia."    To  these  were  afierwarda  added  numerous  similar 

•  Hei«  it  ^e^nii  bat  due  to  Mr.  C.  S.  Dudley  to  stuli?^  that  to  him 
may  l>e  verv  much  Attributed,  if  not  their  ori^n,  yet  their  n-^lar  nnd 
aysteraatic  toyperation.  From  a  very  tarly  period  of  the  Sodety's  hi:'- 
tory,  in  consequence  of  refldin^  in  the  cofi*Apondenc£  of  Pa^t<»r  Oberliii 
aome  iiei>a»nt  of  th<e  luboar?  of  certain  females  in  his  dock,  Mr,  Umlley'st 
niind  Iwcame  impressed  with  the  jiuportnnce  of  cngnging  female  in- 
liuence  ui  tlip  work  of  the  Bible  Sucifty;  and  to  tUi3  impression  may  \m 
Imced  OiP  deep  iiitercHt  which  he  took  in  the  syptiera  of  I'emiile  Bible 
AitsociiJti(in5,  aiid  the  suct&^sful  effort*  whirh  hfi  biis  fur  so  mwiy  yeari* 
(Tontiiiued,  in  developing  and  carrying-  it  out  hi  iJl  jiarlfi  of  the  United 
Kingdom, 
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establishments ;  and  they  appear  to  have  multiplied  rapidly 
throughout  the  American  Union. 

The  increass  of  tliese  various  fifhliated  institutions,  and  the 
benefits  evidently  to  be  derived  from  them,  made  h  important 
that  every  method  should  be  employed,  to  render  them  as 
efScient  as  possible. 

The  origin  of  Auxiliary  Societies  having  b^n  altogether 
accidental  and  unforeseen,  the  regulations  of  the  Society,  as  at 
first  framed  and  adopted,  contained  no  provision  for  either 
modelling  tbeir  constitution,  or  defining  their  operations.  It 
followed  as  a  consequence,  that  there  was  no  uniformity  in 
tlieir  construction  or  internal  organization — no  principle  of 
agreement  (the  fundamental  principle  of  the  Parent  Insti- 
tution excepted)  to  govern  their  conduct,  or  to  direct  their 
separate  efibrts  to  the  consentaneous  accompliahineut  of  the 
general  end. 

Am()|ig  the  inconveniences  arising  from  the  absence  of 
system^  was  the  irregularity  which  at  first  prevailed^  both  as 
to  the  extent  and  the  manner  of  the  homc-diatribution  of  the 
Scriptures ;  some  Auxiliaries  reserving  a  much  larger  pro- 
portion than  others  of  their  annual  contribution  for  the  use  of 
the  domestic  poor,  while  tlie  rules  adopted  for  the  disposal  of 
the  books  were,  in  the  greater  number  of  instances,  vague  and 
defective.  Little,  if  any  idea  was  entertained  of  recommending 
sale  in  preference  to  gratuitous  donation,  of  ascertaining  with 
correctness  the  proper  objects  of  relief,  or  of  stimulating  the 
lower  classes  of  the  people  to  aid  themselves,  and  to  co-ope- 
rate, according  to  their  means^  in  the  promotion  of  tlie  general 
cause. 

These  irregularities  and  deficiencies,  attracted  the  attention 
of  some  of  the  active  and  watchful  members  of  the  Parent 
Committee,  and  especially,  among  the  rest,  of  Richard  Phillips, 
Esq.,  whose  name  has  already  been  referred  to.  This  gentleman, 
assl&ted  by  the  practical  experience  of  Mr.  C.  S.  Dudley,  pre- 
pared a  set  of  Rules  for  the  regular  and  effective  organization, 
not  of  Auxiliary  Societies  only,  and  their  Branches,  but  also  of 
Bible  Associations  under  tlieir  different  forms.*  These  rides, 
after  a  careful  reviBion>  were  adopted,  printed^  and  widely  dis- 
*  See  Appendix  I,  note  C. 
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I>ersed  bj  the  Parent  Society,  under  the  title  of  "  Hints  on  the 
constitution  and  objects  of  Auxiliary  Societies."  The  good 
efl'ects  of  this  measure  soon  began  to  appear.  Auxiliaries  and 
Branches  assumed  a  more  reguli^  form,  and  the  Asgociations 
in  particular,  profited  in  no  smal]  degree  from  the  directions 
thus  supplied  for  their  cons^titution  and  management 

BibLe  Associations,  in  connection  with  Auxiliaries  and 
Branches,  now  became  an  important  part  of  the  Society's 
regular  system  of  operation.  Ten  were  formed  in  the  Black- 
heath  district.  The  Suffolk  Auxiliary  early  adopted  the  same 
plan^  as  also  did  the  Societies  at  Darlington  and  elsewhere. 
The  Tindale  Ward  numbered  twenty-four  Associations,  in  a 
population  of  29,605,  The  twelve  Associations  formed  in  the 
Borough  of  Southwark,  with  its  650  active  agents,  deserve  spe- 
cial notice*  not  only  for  their  zeal  and  efficiency j*  but  also  for 
their  complete  and  well-defined  organization ;  on  account  of 
which,  they  have  been  accustomed  to  be  appealed  to  as  a 
mojelj  and  for  which  they  were  mainly  indebted  to  Mr.  Dudley, 
then  acting  as  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Southwark  Auxi- 
liary. 

The  beneficial  tendency  of  these  popular  Associations  had 
now  become  demonstrated  by  actual  exjjericnce ;  and  the 
Parent  Committee,  who  had  watched  their  progress  with 
great  solicitude,  tliought  it  right  to  give  them  every  encourage- 
nicntf  The  Bev.  W.  Dealtry,  who  early  perceived  their 
probable  results,  after  a  closer  and  more  serious  ej;amInation 
of  the  subject,  prepared  a  luminous  and  valuable  paper  on  "The 
advantages  of  distributing  the  Holy  Scriptures  among  the 
lower  orders  of  society,  chiefly  by  their  own  agency."  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  Right  Hon.  N..  Vansittart, 
in  an  address  at  the  formation  of  the  City  of  London  Auxiliary, 
bore  te-sthnony  to  their  great  imjKirtance,  as  deduced  by  him 
from  tlie  working  of  the  ten  Associations  at  Blackheath,  with 
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*  tn  threp  yetra,  these  ABandntioOB  mised  the  5um  of  £4085,  and  di»- 
trihtited  9S-2S  Biblee  and  4209  TegtameDtfi. 

Fat  a  full  expHfination  of  the  system  adopted  at  Southwark,  see  a 
Vol.  of  "Southwark  Beportej"  »tnl  Dudley 'e  Aii&]}-ii&  of  the  Bible 
Society. 

t  i*ve  Ninlh  out!  Tenth  Annual  Iteportf'. 
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HOME,    which,  as  President  of   the   Auxiliary,  he   was  connected. 
Chap.  IV.  Much  also  was  done  towards  tlie  I'omovalof  the  olijoctions 
~        wliich  had  been,  or  might  be,  brought  against  them,  hy  a  very 
ingenious  and  argumentative  essay,  published  by  Dr»  Chalniersj 
*  "On  tlip  influDnce  ofliible  Societies  on  the  iem[Kiral  necessi- 
ties of  tlie  Poor."     The  follou-ing  reply  to  the  current  ob- 
jectionj  that  these  AssociaCiona  are  a  tax  upon  the  poor,  will 
show  the  reader  how  worthy  tins  Essay  is  of  an  attentive 
perusal. 

"  This  assimilation  of  our  plan  to  a  tax  may  givo  rise  to  a 
world  ot"  impetuous  declamations  but  let  it  ever  be  renioin- 
bered,  that  tlie  institution  of  a  Bible  Society  gives  you  the 
whole  benefit  of  such  a  tax,  without  its  odiouaness.  It  brings 
up  their  economy  to  a  higher  pitch ;  but  it  does  so,  not  in  the 
way  which  they  resist,  but  in  the  way  which  they  choose. 
The  single  circumstance  of  its  lieing  a  voluntary  act  forms 
the  defence  and  the  answer  to  all  the  clamours  of  an  affected 
sympadiy.  You  tidce  from  the  poor.  No :  they  give.  You 
take  beyond  their  ability.  Of  this  they  are  the  best  judges. 
You  abridge  their  comforts.  No:  there  ia  a  comfort  in  the 
eserciao  of  charity;  there  is  a  comfort  in  the  act  of  lending  a 
hand  to  a  noble  enterprise ;  tiiere  ia  a.  comfort  in  the  con- 
teuiplation  of  its  progress ;  there  is  a  comfort  in  rendering  a 
service  to  a  friend ;  and  when  that  friend  is  the  Saviour,  and 
that  service  tlie  circulation  of  the  message  lie  left  behind  Him, 
it  is  a  comfort  which  many  of  the  poor  ai*e  ambitious  to  share 
in.  Leave  tliem  to  judge  of  their  comfort;  and  if,  in  point  of 
fact,  they  do  give  their  penny  a  week  to  a  Bible  Society,  It 
just  speaka  tliem  to  have  more  comfort  in  tbis  way  of  spend- 
ing it  than  in  any  other  which  occurs  to  them, 

**  Perhaps  it  does  not  occur  to  those  friends  of  the  poor, 
while  they  are  sitting  in  judgment  on  their  circumstances  and 
feelings,  how  unjustly  and  how  unworthily  they  think  of  them. 
They  do  not  conceive  how  trutli  and  benevolence  can  be  at  all 
objects  to  them;  and  suppose  that,  after  they  Lave  got  the 
meat  to  feed,  the  house  to  shelter,  the  raiment  to  cover  them, 
tliere  is  nothing  else  that  they  will  bestow  a  penny  i][>on. 
They  may  not  be  able  to  express  their  feelings  on  a  suspicion 
so  ungenerous,  but  I  shall  do  it  for  them,     "We  have  souls 


DRITISn  ANt>  FOREIGN  BIHLE  SUttETY. 


69 


IfiU. 


as  well  as  you,  and  precious  to  our  hearts  is  the  Saviour  who  HOmE- 
died  for  them.  It  h  true,  we  have  our  distresacs,  but  these  Chap.  W. 
have  hound  us  luore  firmty  to  our  Bibles ;  and  it  Is  the  desire 
of  our  huarte  that  a  gift  ao  precious  should  he  sent  to  the 
poor  of  other  countries.  The  word  of  God  is  our  hope  and 
our  rejoicing:  we  desire  that  it  may  he  theirs  also;  that  the 
wtimleriug  savage  nmy  know  it  and  be  gUid ;  and  the  jkjol' 
negro,  under  the  lash  of  his  master,  may  ho  told  of  a  Master  in 
heiiTcn,  who  is  full  of  pity,  nnd  full  of  kindness.  Do  you  think 
thut  sympathy  for  such  !ia  these  is  your  peculiar  attribute? 
Know  tlmt  our  hearts  are  made  of  the  same  material  with 
your  OTiVT)  i  that  wo  can  feel  as  well  as  }'0u ;  oikU  out  of  tlie  earn- 
ings of  a  hard  and  an  honii-st  industry,  we  shall  give  an  offering 
to  the  cause ;  nor  shall  we  cease  our  exertious,  till  the  message 
of  salvatiun  is  carried  round  the  glc>bt\  and  made  known  to  tlie 
countless  millions  who  live  in  yuilt,  and  who  die  in  darkness,"* 

Many  other  explanatory  i)a]>era  were  also  circulated 
throughout  the  kingdom,  together  with  numerous  apjieals,  to 
different  classes  of  society  ;f  by  means  of  wbichj  tlie  real  cha- 
racter of  these  Institutions  became  better  known,  their  safe 
tendency  was  vindicated,  the  motives  for  supporting  them 
strengthened,  and  the  best  methods  suggested  far  protecting 
them  from  abuse,  and  giving  tliem  thfir  due  efficiency. 

For  these  Associations  it  was  pleaded,  that,  though  not  free 
from  imperfection,  nor  secured  fiom  the  [K^ssibility  of  evil,  yet 
their  direct  tendency  was  to  produce  incalculable  good;  tbat 
they  awakened^  and  at  the  same  time  enlightened  the  benevo- 
lent principle;  tbat  they  elevated  the  minds  of  the  lower,  and 
softened  tlie  hearts  of  the  superior  orders  of  the  community, 
establishing  an  intcrconrse  of  sentiment  and  feeling  between 
tbem,  which  could  scarcely  fail  to  improve  the  character  of 
both  ;  whilst  their  peculiar  constitution,  and  their  simple  and 
defined  object,  secured  theni  from  any  serious  and  durable 
abnse.  This  reasonings  it  is  not  too  mucti  to  say,  baa,  by  the 
cuurso  of  time,  been  abundantly  and  happily  conlirraed. 

•  Pp.  21-23, 

t  Sw  Dudley's  Analyas.  Mr.  Dudley's  own  jien  funiwhed  several  of 
Utvsi-:  otlitTs  Were  siipjilieil  by  Mr,  Muiit^omm',  Miw.  UUl>err.  (furmprly 
.iViiti  Tjiylor),  luiil  iilher  Irictida. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

general  peace  f>f  europe,  and  extension  op  fqe 
society's  operations  on  the  continent. 

1&H-1810. 

EffeH  of  the  general  Peace — VUit.  of  the  Allied  Sovereign*  to 
MtufUind — Uepiitution  from  Parent  Sociaty  to  (he  Kinpcror 
of  liussia  and  the  Kintf  of  P-russia — Incrmse  of  the  Sodftt/'f 
JncomB,  and  of  IHhU  Distribuiion — Svcieti/'ii  New  PremtKcs 
fit  Earl  Street  —  Jvadies'  liible  Attsociatiorut — Merckunt  Sva~ 
meTvC  Bible  Soci£ti/ — Her.  Mr.  Owen's  visit  to  the  Continent — 
CoHcludiruf  Reflections  on  this  period — Extract  from  Mr. 
Wiiberforce's  Sjieeclt. 

The  eleventh  year  of  the  Society's  history  o|>eued  auspi- 
ciously, especially  in  regard  to  tlie  extensiuu  of  its  influence 
and  connecliona  on  the  continent  of  Europe.  The  re-establish- 
ment of  peace  tlirew  open  channels  of  communic:ition  that  had 
long  been  closed,  and  the  Society  waa  not  alow  to  take  advan- 
tage of  them,  03  will  be  shown  in  another  part  of  this  work. 
The  Rev.  Messrs.  Paterson  and  Pinkerton,  after  full  personal 
conference,  held  with  the  Committee  at  home,  were  despatched 
again  on  a  biblical  mission  to  the  Nortli  of  Europe, 

Large  distributions  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  amounting  to 
nearly  ten  thousand  copies,  were  nt  this  time  made  to  prisoners 
of  war,  who  were  returning  home  on  the  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties on  the  Continent;  in  which  distribution  tlie  Chaplains  of  the 
forces  took  a  kind  and  active  part. 

An  event  of  some  moment,  bearing  on  the  foreign  relations 
lA'  the  Society,  occurred  at  liome,  during  tliis  year— the  visit 
of  the  Allied  Sovereigns  to  this  country,  which  took  place  in 
tlie  summer  of  1814,  The  presence  in  tlie  metropolis,  of  the 
Emperor  of  Uussia,  and  the  Kin^  of  Prussia,  both  of  wliom, 
within  their  rL"3],Jt:ctive  dominions,  had  taken  the  cause  of  the 
Society  under  their  protection,  gave  an  opportunity  of  pre- 
senting to  these  august  So^ei'eigns,  in  persoHj  tlie  Society's 


BRITI9EI  AND  FOREIGN  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 


n 


grateful  and  respectful  homage.  A  Deputation,  consisting  of 
the  President,  sovcral  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  and  tho  three 
Secretaries,  waited  on  the  Emperor  Alexander,  and  were 
very  graciously  received  by  liini.  After  acknawledging  the 
Address,  presented  by  the  President  in  the  name  of  the  So- 
ciety, together  with  a  set  of  the  Society's  Reports,  His  Im- 
perial Majesty  conversed  familiarly,  and  at  some  length,  with 
the  members  of  Uie  Deputation. 

The  Deputation  to  Ills  Majesty  the  king  of  PruasUi,  the  first 
monarch  who  gave  direct  patronage  and  coimtenance  to  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  were  equally  well  received, 
and  assurances  given  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty  of  hia  appro- 
bation of  the  Listitutiouj  and  determination  to  protect  and 
favour  its  object.* 

Thus  was  the  Society  brought,  through  the  medium  of  per- 
sonal intercourae,  into  a  state  of  closer  and  more  detprnnnate 
union  with  these  two  powerful  sovereigns  of  the  Nortli* 

DuriTig  the  year  now  under  review^  a  spirit  of  generous 
emulation  appeared  to  actuate  the  friends  of  the  Society  at 
home.  Besides  the  enlargement,  by  additional  Branches  and 
Associations,  of  existing  Societies,  several  new  ones  of  great 
promisG  were  formed.  In  Scotland,  especially,  the  zeal 
displayed  from  tlie  commencement  of  the  InstiEution,  conti- 
nued to  operate.  The  Edinburgh  Society  nearly  doubled  the 
number  of  its  Auxiliaries  and  Associations,  and  that  of  Gli^gow 
succeetled  in  organizing  four  Associations  in  as  many  dtstricta, 
which  comprehended  the  whole  extent  of  the  city.  The  income 
of  the  Society  this  year  readied  nearly  £100.000,  and  the 
issues  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  amounted  to  neai'Iy  250,iyOO, 
The  distribution  efieeted  by  Bible  Associations  is  particularly 
entitled  to  notice*  Of  the  purchases  made  at  die  depository, 
amounting  to  more  than  £27^500,  the  greater  part  was  com- 
puted to  have  arisen  from  penny  contributions ;  so  greatly  had 
the  Society  now  become  indebted  both  to  the  liberality  and  in- 
dustry of  these  its  humble,  but  zealous  and  elVectual  supporters. 

The  domestic  history  of  the  Society  during  the  year  1815 
continued    to    lie   encouraging.      Notwithstanding    the   new 

For  a  full  report  of  the^  tntsrviBWit',  aee  Owen,  Vol.  III.  |ip.  It,  H. 
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sources  of  anxiety  abraad,  created  by  an  event- whkb  unox- 
pcutcdly  had  broken  aguiii  the  repose  of  Eurojie, — ^tho  return 
o("  Napakoii  Uuonapartc  to  Paris ;  the  Society  cx|jerieiiccd  but 
little  intemiptbn  In  its  operations  abroad,  and  no  abatement 
occiiiTcjd  in  tlio  zoal  and  liberality  of  its  friends  at  boinu,  ^vlio 
continued  still  to  contribute  buuncifullj  to  the  &j)ii'itual  wants 
of  tlieir  fellow-men,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  In  this  year, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Steinkopff'  was  despatched  on  another  tour 
to  the  Continent,  which  extendcKl  aver  4000  or  5000  miles,  und 
was  attended  with  many  advantages. 

The  Society  was  not  indeed  allowed  to  pursue  its  course 
without  the  embers  of  hostilitT  being  again  siiiTed  up  agiihist 
it.  Threu  of  the  northern  prelates,  tlic  Bishops  of  Lincoln, 
Chester,  and  Carlisle,  thought  it  right,  in  their  several  charges 
to  their  clergy,  to  arraign  the  principles  and  tendency  of  the 
Socii'ty,  as,  in  some  way,  pregnant  with  danixer  lo  the  interests 
of  both  Church  and  State.  Some  pamphlets  appeared,  in 
which  the  obnoxious  stnteincnts  were  alternately  attacked  and 
detendi-'d.  Tlie  Society  Joes  not  apjjear  to  have  suffered  any 
material  injury  from  tliis  renewed  assault.  The  episcopal 
testimony  in  its  favour  had  now  become  too  strong  to  be  over- 
borne by  the  authority,  however  respectable,  of  two  or  three 
members  of  the  Bench. 

This  year,  1815,  the  Society  took  possession  of  the  premise  at 
Eai'l  Street.  The  inconvenience  arising  from  having  the  library 
auddeiMjsitoryin  one  place, the  Accountant'aoffice  in  anotherjand 
the  Committee-room  in  a  thii-d,  as  bad  previously  been  the  case, 
had  long  been  severely  feU,  both  by  the  officers  and  members  of 
the  Society.  Uesides  which,  the  commis.sion  paid  to  the  book- 
Bcller,  Mr.  Seeley,  on  the  sole  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  had 
now,  owin^  to  the  extent  of  the  issues,  arisen  to  a  great  annual 
autount,  x^cndenng  it  the  more  desirable  that  the  Society 
should,  for  this  as  well  aa  other  purposes,  bo  supplied  with 
accommodation  of  its  own.  To  these  considerations  may  be 
added,  as  not  least,  the  importince  of  obtainint;  a  suitiibk^ 
room  for  tho  Society's  Biblical  Library,  already  consisting  of 
numerous  and  valuable  works,  additions  to  which  wero  con- 
tlnnully  being  made.  All  tho  ndv.int:iges  anticipated  by  this 
.arrangement  have  been  fully  realized. 
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The  mor&JcciJeci  part  which  females  were  now  found  to 
tukii  ill  the  work  ut'  BiLlc;  Societies,  ltd,  at  this  time,  to  a  rc- 
tonsiilL'ralioii  of  tht;  propriety  of  employing  ijidividuals  of  that 
SC3L  ill  a  participation  of  the  duties  which  respect,  exclusively, 
the  iiivestigatjon  and  supply  of  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  poor, 
iiiui'e  especially  in  reference  to  tlie  Holy  Scriptures.  Pains 
were  taken  to  ascertain  the  limits  ivithin  which  such  agency 
should  be  confined,  aud  to  point  out,  as  clearly  as  the  case 
would  allow,  the  line  within  which  such  benevolent  oflbrts 
might  bo  discreetly,  securely,  and  profitably  conducted.  Tliia 
was  required,  as  well  to  satisfy  the  apprehensions  of  some  of 
the  warm  adiulrers  uf  the  priiiciplcj  as  aUo  to  meet  objections 
brought  ii^rtiinst  it  by  others,  who  were  not  slow  to  seize  on 
every  thing  which  mjyht  contribute  to  raise  a  prejudice  against 
thu  Society.  A  determination  in  their  favour  was  now  found 
to  spread  and  increase  through  every  portion  of  the  country,* 

liible  Associations  in  general  were  also  now  deriving  in- 
creasing evidence  in  their  favour,  from  a  mature  osjierienco  of 
iheir  couduct  and  effects,  and  that  during  a  perit>d  of  consi- 
derable agitation  and  disturbance  m  many  districts, — thus  fully 
justifying  the  confidence  repused  in  their  integrity  and  discretion. 
In  striking  illnstration  of  tliis,  it  may  be  stated,  that  when 
about  tliia  time  "an  Act  for  the  suppression  of  seditious  meet- 
inga"  was  proposed  to  the  legislature,  &  Deputation  from  the 
Society  found  no  difficulty  in  Inducing  the  Officers  of  the 
Crown  to  yield  to  a  clause,  exempting  from  the  operation  of 
the  Act  '*  any  meeting  or  society  for  purposes  of  a  religious 
and  charitable  character  only,  in  which  no  other  matter  or 
business  should  be  treated  of  lUid  discussed ;"  Bible  meetings 
being  at  that  period  the  most  numerous,  by  far,  of  all  sucli 
meetings  held.  A  number  of  interesting  facts,  bearing  on 
the  influence  of  Bible  Associations  on  the  general  chai-acter 
ajid  state  of  the  poor  at  this  period,  are  adduced  by  Mr. 
Owen,  who  thus  sums  np  the  legitimate  inference  derived 
from  the  ivholcj" 

*  Fur  u  dtfftnvc  of  Female  jWociutioitii,  mr.  Dudli^y'd  jVualvhia,  p.  340 ; 
e»|HX'iully  an  extnut,  |i.  U47,  frum  Third  Rejiurt  of  Miuiciiest<er  ntid  i5al- 
t'ord  LuJira'  HiiuilIi  Apeuuiiititiil. 

i  Si-tf  ttv^,.ii,  Vol.  iir  pp.  iw— 104. 
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"On  reviewing  tliesB  facta^  and  connecting  them  with  the 
reflection,  that,  during  the  whole  of  tliis  turbulent  period,  a 
crisis  so  alarming  as  to  have  caused  a  temporary  suspension 
of  the  dearest  privileges  of  the  Constitution,  the  Bible  Asso- 
ciations spread  over  the  country,  and  ramified  among  the 
very  classes  ia  which  tlie  discontent  and  faction  prevailed, 
maintained  the  purity  of  tlieir  character,  and  escaped  alto- 
gether tlie  contagion  of  the  popular  ft>rment— we  have  a  proof, 
at  once  the  most  complete  and  decisive,  that  the  practical 
influence  of  such  Associations  is  directly  adapted  to  cherish 
those  principles  and  dispositions,  which  conduce  to  the  happi- 
ness of  individuals,  and  the  well-being  of  the  community," 

Tlie  prosperity  of  the  Institution  at  this  periodj  in  its  do- 
mestic relations,  tliough  not  conspicuous  from  any  splendid 
acqnishions,  the  larger  divisions  of  the  country  bein^^  already 
occupied  by  Auxiliary  Societies,  was  sufficiently  attested  by 
the  great  increase  of  Bible  Associations,  particularly  of  thoaf 
conducted  by  females,  and  by  an  extension,  in  various  ways, 
of  the  beneficiaJ  influence  of  the  Auxiliary  system.  One  uf 
the  directions  whjcli  this  extension  took  was  towards  the 
Commercial  Marine. 

In  January  1818  was  formed  the  "Merchant  Seamen's 
Auxiliary  Bible  Society."  TJiis,  however,  was  not  the  first 
direct  attempt  to  benefit  British  seamen  by  means  of  llio 
Bible  Society.  In  1813  had  been  instituted  the  "Thamt-S 
Union  Bible  Committee,"  composed  of  the  Secretaries,  and  four 
representatives,  of  each  of  the  four  Auxiliaries  bordering  on 
the  Thames,— the  London,  Blackheath,  East  London,  and 
Sotithwark.  Nearly  twntity  depositories  were  established  on 
both  banks  of  the  Thames,  from  London  bridge  to  Woolwich, 
which  were  supplied  with  Bibles  and  Testaments  in  several 
European  languages,  and  by  this  means  very  considerable 
distributions  were  effected.  Marine  Associations  had  also  been 
formed  iit  Whitby,  Hull,  and  Aberdeen;  and,  among  other 
ctlbrts  in  the  same  direclion,  tliose  of  Lady  Grey,  at  Ports- 
mouth, deserve  spi?cial  mention.  Through  the  activityf  and 
persevering  zeal  of  this  excellent  lady,  continued  through  a 
series  of  years,  many  tliousand  copies  of  the  Scriptures  were 
broai^ht  into  the  hands  of  sailors  and  others,  connected  with. 
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or  visiting  that  porl.  Tlie  Merchant  Seamen's  Bible  Socit'ty, 
formed  under  the  auspices  of  the  Lord  Major,  and  various 
noblemen,  gentlemen,  and  merchants  of  the  first  consideration, 
was  designed  to  consolidate  and  extend  the  efforts  made  for 
this  interesting  class  of  persona  employed  in  the  Ser\'ice, 
of  whom  it  was  ascortaincd  tliat,  at  Uiat  time,  at  least 
120,000  were  destitute  of  Bibles.  To  show  the  necessitj 
for  such  a  Society,  as  well  jls  the  vigour  and  judgment  with 
which  it  entered  on  its  work,  it  is  stated,  that  in  little  more 
than  two  months  after  its  formation,  360  outward-hound  ships, 
containing  44 1 6  men,  of  whom  3968  could  read,  were  visited 
by  its  agent,  Lieut.  Con,  and  1442  Bibles  and  Testaments 
were  sold,  or  otlierwise  distributed  among  them.  The  valuable 
and  useful  labours  of  this  Society  were  continued  with 
much  zeal,  perseverance,  and  success,  tliroughout  the  whole 
subsequent  period  of  this  history.  The  title  of  the  Society 
showed  that  it  chiefly  occupied  Itself  about  those  employed  in 
the  merchant  service;  sailors  connected  with  the  Navy,  en- 
joying a  special  provision  for  theii-  benefit,  in  the  Naval  and 
Military  Bible  Society. 

The  Society,  about  this  period,  became  the  object  of  some 
renewed  attacks;  but  the  scene  of  controversy  was  now 
changed  from  England  to  Ireland.  The  Rev.  A.  O'Callaglian, 
m.ister  of  Kilkenny  College,  announced  his  hostiTity  in  a  pam- 
phlet entitled,  *'  Thoughts  on  the  tendency  of  Bible  Societies, 
as  afflicting  the  Established  Religion,  and  Christianity  itself  as 
a  reasonable  service.^  The  main  positions  of  the  book,  rt'ile- 
ratcd  in  a  variety  of  forms,  apjjear  to  be,  that  the  Bible  is,  of 
all  books,  the  niost  difficult  to  understand ;  and  that  a  man 
born  iJi  a  low  condition,  and  destitute  of  a  learned  education, 
cannot  possibly  understand  it.  Spirited  replies  to  this  attack 
apjHiared  from  the  pens  of  the  Rev.  Rob.  J.  M'Ghee,  and  the 
Ruv.  W.  Nappor.* 


QOME. 

Chap.  V, 

laid. 


*  These  publications  were  (ihurtly  after  followed  by  "The  Bible,  not 
the  Bibl^  Society,  &c.,"  by  the  Rev.  W.  Phtkn,  lYOlow  of  Trinity  Cnl- 
l<'^i!,  Dubliri ;  and  a  second  b_v  Mr.  O'Collnghou,  under  ihe  title  of*'  Tlie 
Bible  Society  againftt  the  Cburdi  and  State."  U  does  not  iip)>ear  tiint 
the*;  two  IiilttT  works  rccwjvcil,  or  wl-r'  thouj,'Lt  deaorviii-,'  «f,  auy 
iluliiict  reply.     Fur  wjme  i'lUtUer  uctuimt  of  thtte  ImJj  |miu|ilileta,  nl" 

which 
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The  system  of  Bible  Associations  had  gradually-,  by  passing, 
hi  a  great  measura,  into  the  liaitds  of  the  fcimilc  sex,  assumed 
a  new  character.  Ladies'  Bible  Societies,  including  a  Dumber 
of  separate  Associations,  under  the  form  of  "Branches,"  were 
now  organized  in  m^ny  of  the  larger  cities  and  towns  in  the 
■kingdom.  Of  the  importance  and  efficiency  of  this  comhuied 
plan,  tlie  experiment  madB  in  the  town  of  Liverpool,  may  be 
selected  as  a  stiiking  example.  By  the  Ladies*  Liverpon! 
Branch,  established  May  1817  (re-formed  in  December  tho 
same  year)  "the  zeal,  the  talents,  and  the  influence  of  mure 
than  600  ladies  were  called  into  exercise,  and  dii-eeted,  in  a 
methodical  and  systematic  maiintr,  to  the  investigation  and 
suj.ply  of  341  districts.  At  the  close  of  the  first  year  tho 
number  of  Subscribers  exceeded  10,(l(X),  of  whom  3364  were 
Free  Contributors  j  more  than  31K)0  Btbles  and  Testament'i 
had  been  distributed  by  sale ;  and  the  aggregate  amount  col- 
lected was  £2552.  16j!,  lOrf.,  of  which  the  sum  of  £r5\S.\s, 
4d.  was  remitted  fur  the  general  object  of  the  Parent  Institution. 
During  this  period  more  than  20jiiOO  visits  had  been  paid ; 
attended.  It  was  believed,  with  many  hapj>y  results,  not  only 
to  the  families  of  the  poor,  but  amongst  the  collectors  them- 
selves."* 

The  establishment  of  the  Ladies'  '*  Branch"  at  Liveriiool 
was  Inimediattly  followed  by  that  of  a  similar  institution  at 
Manchester,  and  afterwai-ds  at  Plymouth,  Hull,  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne,  and  other  places. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  visits  paid,  at  different  times,  to 
the  Continent,  b^  Dr.  Steinkopff,  the  Foreign  Secretary,  and  to 
tliehenefitsderivedtherefrom  to  the  Society.  In  tljeyear  18 IH, 
in  addition  to  estenaive  tours  by  Dr.  Henderson  and  Dr.  Pin- 
kerton,  now  acting  as  foreign  agents  of  the  Society,  and  which 
will  come  under  subsequent  notice,  tlie  Rev.  J,  Owen,  the 
Clerical  Secretary,  was  induced  to  spare  ten  weeks  from  Ixla 
other  Im|>ortunt  and  onerous  avocations,  for  a  journey  Eo  sonse 
of  tho  Continental  spheres  o?  labour.  In  the  course  of  tliis 
journey  he  visited  Paris,  Strasburg,  Waldbach,  Colmar,  Mol- 

viHvh  Liiul  by  Mr,  Phclaii  aeewa  tu  Imvis  fhuwn  the  ^real£r  ability  and 
iiruteiiiti^,  wc  )lw«u'»  Uidtory,  Vul-  111.  p.  337,  &c 
*  UudlL->%  |>.  374. 
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hausen,  Biislo,  Schafflinuaen,  Ck)nstaiice,  St.  G:i]l,  Cliur,  Win-     HOME, 
tcrthur,  Zuridi,  Aaraii,  N'cufbluXtGl,  Bein,  Lausanne,  and  Ge-    j.^  ~_  y 
neva;  these  being  the  principal  places  in  France  and  Switzer-        — 
land,  where  the  Society's  correspondents  resided.     Many  in- 
tercsliiig  circumstances  attending  tliis  tour,  and  tiie  inlerviewa 
of  Mr.  Owen  with  ditiertnt  individuals^  were  narrated  inaserits^ 
of  letters^  to  which  furtbfer  allusion  will  hereafter  be  made,  and 
which,  with  the  correspondence  of  the  above-named  agents, 
form  a  valuable  part  of  tiio  Appendix  of  the  Sociot^'^s  Report 
for  (tie  year.* 

Thus  occupied  in  the  adcnini  strati  on  of  its  general  concerns, 
as  well  as  thu  execution  of  its  particular  undertakiiigSj,  with  a 
distiiigui&bed  patronage  from  the  highest,  and  a  liberal  support 
from  all  classes  of  the  community,  the  Society  sealed  the 
business  and  the  triumphs  of  another  year,  by  ibe  joytui  cele- 
bration of  its  Fifteenth  Anniversary.  The  review  of  its  [wsi- 
lion  and  labours,  taken  by  Mr.  Wilberforcc  in  bis  speech  on 
this  occasioDj  is  so  devout  and  animating,  and  is  unfolded  with 
so  much  beauty  of  thought  and  expression,  that  we  cannot 
c^Dnclude  this  period  more  fitly  than  by  quoting  a  few  sentences 
from  bis  eloquent  address, 

"  What  has  been  said  upon  other  occasions  is  strictly  true,  Mr.  WiU 
that,  when   we    come   to   form    any   adetiuate    idea  of  the  ^^Jp^L^,^" 
real   benefits    wliieh   result  from   our   Institution,  the  very  Mayiaifl 
magnitude  of  them,  the  very  immeiiaity  of  the  scale  of  the 
building,  prevents  our  having  any  just  and  due  feeling  con- 
cerning iL     It  is  too  large  for  us  to  comprehend  and  to  grasp 
with  tiie  ordinary  feelinga  of  our  nature.     lu  order  to  form 
a  mor^  just  CDueeption  of  the  benefits  to  arise  from  our 
labours,  we  shall  do  hotter  to  banisb  from  our  minds  all  the 
ideas  of  empires  and  nations,  iind  take  a  single  copy  of  thu 

*  Not  a  little  Ima  been  added  to  the  influence  of  the  Society  among  the 
mass  of  the  Driti^tb community  by  the  periudiuul  idsueofcertaiaportiQiiflof 
intelligence,  under  the  title  of  *'  Montblj  Extracts  from  the  CorrrapOndenLt 
of  the  Uritisli  and  Foreig:n  Bible  Stidety."  This  practice  fommynced  in 
1817,  ahd  so  gently  had  it  approved  ifcwlf  to  the  bulk  of  the  subacriber?., 
particulflrly  of  the  humbler  conditions  of  life,  that  in  a  .^Tiort  time  40,00fi 
copieB  wtn'  required  to  meet  the  monthly  demand.  A  Hmilar  &x|ieditnt 
was  ado|ited  at  Genera,  BfLale,  nnd  other  plnceu  ahiimd. 

See  Ue-pon  for  1819. 
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Scriptures,  follow  it  into  tbe  little  dwelling  in  which  it  ia 
delivered,  and  aee  those  who  have  not  enjoyed  the  henefita  of 
iustruction,  with  which  a  bounteong  Providence  has  favoured 
us,  hanging  upon  the  words  of  truth  and  mercy  that  are  there 
recorded  for  the  consolation  of  the  sorfowful,  and  for  easing 
the  guilty  heart  of  its  pangs.  Then  we  beliolil  theni^  with 
a  deep  feeling  of  compunction,  reading  of  a  Saviour  who  di«l 
for  &iimcr&,  of  a  Holy  Spirit  promised  them  for  the  change 
of  thcui*  natures,  while  a  principle  of  gratitude  hegins  to  warm 
thoir  hearts :  soon  you  find  them  engaging  iu  one  common 
prayer,  and  &  prayer,  I  trust,  in  which  we  ourselves  shall 
not  be  forgotten. 

"  But  when  we  come  to  consider  that  this  is  hut  a  single 
individual  case,  token  from  among  those  two  millions  three 
hundred  thousand  of  which  we  have  hecn  speaking ;  when 
we  recollect  that  the  benefit  conferred  adapts  itself  to  all 
circumstances,  suits  all  individuals,  from  the  monarch  upon  the 
throDe  to  the  peasant  bi  the  cottage,  and  l>ecomes  to  both 
alike  a  spring  of  new  life,  and  thought^  and  action  j  that  it 
is  productive  of  iudlvidaal  improvement,  of  individual  com- 
fort, of  domestic  peace  and  happiness,  of  social  delight  and 
enjoyment;  and  that  it  goes  on  enlarging  its  sphere,  till 
it  enlightens  kingdoms,  and  forms  the  cement  of  political 
Bociety  j  I  say,  when,  my  Lord,  you  trace  it  in  all  its  effects, 
from  man  to  man,  from  society  to  society,  from  nation  to 
nation,  the  world  at  length  becomes  too  narrow  for  its  ope- 
rations, and  you  are  carried  on  to  that  better  and  Inture  state, 
where  its  blessings  shall  be  Been  In  all  their  vast  and  endless 
dimensions.*' 

And  then,  after  adverting  to  hisCances  continually  occurring^ 
in  which  the  laboursof  the  Society  were  found  attended  not  only 
with  the  approval,  but  also  the  co-operation  of  other  countries, 
and  even  of  some  that  had  been  hitherto  the  objects  of  our 
jealousy  and  hostility,  Mr,  Wilberforce  proceeds:  "It  seems 
of  some  importance  to  observe  the  various  striking  effects  of  this 
onion  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  and  to  remark  the;  different 
sects  and  nations  of  men  acting  in  connection  and  harmonious 
combination,  while,  at  tho  same  time,  each  is  unconscious  of 
what  the  other  is  ]>crforuiIiig.    For  is  it  |)o&sibIe  lo  see  all  fliis. 
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and  not  reco^iise  the  operation  of  that  Almighty  Providence 
wbi<:h  13  thus  ciulying  on  its  own  blessed  purposes  by  huiuiLU 
means,  and  is  tbus  leading  us,  in  paths  we  know  not,  to  become 
the  honoured  instruments  of  dispensing  the  greatest  benc£ta 
to  mankind  ?  These  are  indeed  most  dellj^htfu!  and  cheering 
views :  and,  when  we  see  that  tlie  operations  of  the  Society 
are  in  this  way  tending  to  put  an  end  to  those  distinctions 
which  have  almost  separated  mankind,  and  to  dispel  those 
hostitilies  which  might  be  thought  the  least  likely  to  yield 
to  &ny  such  iniluence,  is  it  possible  that  there  can  be  any 
persona  so  in  love  witli  the  principles  of  discord  and  enmity 
as  not  to  wish  to  run  to  us  with  opcii  arms,  and  desire  that  all 
our  differences  may  at  length  be  done  away,  and  that  we  may 
all  join  ill  so  good  and  great  a  work?  Undoubtedly,  it  is  to 
be  feared,  that,  while  we  continue  in  tins  world,  there  will 
be  differences,  aud  that  between  nation  and  nation;  and, 
therefore,  that  the  hopes  of  universfil  peace  which  some  have 
indulged,  have  been  rather  the  delightful  dreams  they  them- 
selves have  encouraged,  than  tlie  anticipations  of  a  sober  judg- 
ment speculating  on  human  affairs.  Bat  this,  at  leostj  we 
may  hope,  that  even  nations,  if  they  should  be  called  into 
hostilities  against  each  other,  may  not  he  enemies  at  heart  j 
that,  by  the  operations  of  our  Society,  and  by  means  of  the 
connection  which  it  forms  witli  the  Societies  of  other  nations, 
there  may  bo  feelings  of  friendship  generated  which  will 
smooth  even  the  aspect  of  war,  while  all  are  joining  together 
in  the  great  and  happy  work  of  seeking  to  promote  the 
universal  benefit  of  mankind.  There  b  no  view  whatever  in 
wliicii  our  Socioty  appears  to  me  more  dehghtful  than  this, 
that  it  not  merely  gives  us  that  elixir  of  life,  that  universal 
medicine,  which,  suiting  itself  to  all  conditions,  to  all  circiun- 
gtances,  to  all  diseases,  is  the  universal  remedy  and  cordial  of 
our  common  nature ;  but  that  it  contains,  also,  the  elements  of 
peace,  of  love^  and  hope,  and  joy,  the  means  of  bringing  some- 
thing of  heaven  to  earth,  befure  it  executes  its  purposes  of  car- 
rying na  from  earth  to  heaven." 

With  this  year  closes  Mr.  Owen's  History  of  tlie  Society, 
aUhough  that  part  which  has  now  passed  under  review,  includes 
only  its  domestic  history.     When  the  otliur  i>oii;ion  <tf  it,  ro 
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lating  to  the  Society's  foreign  operationsj  comes  to  be  noticed, 
a  much  deejier  impression  and  more  correct  idea  will  lie 
gained,  of  the  rapid  progress  and  extraordinary  success  with 
which,  during  this  period.  It  pleased  God  to  favour  the  Society's 
labours.  We  give  some  of  Mr.  Owen^s  concluding  reflections. 
"In  reviewing  this  poilLon  of  its  history,  the  mind  is  fillod 
with  astonishment,  while  contemplating  the  variety,  osEent, 
and  influence  of  those  operations  by  which  its  simple  and 
benevolent  object  has  been  so  widely  and  efficaciously  pro- 
moted. If,  in  the  earlier  singes  of  its  introduction  to  public. 
notice,  doubts  might  have  been  reasonably  entertained,, 
whether  the  wants  of  Christendom  were  such  as  to  require, 
and  its  circumstances  and  disposition  to  encourage  the  ex- 
periment of  associatjjig  the  efforts  of  all  classes  of  Christians 
in  the  dissemination  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  among  them- 
selves, na  well  as  in  heathen  and  Mohammedan  countries  ;  the 
facts  which  have  progresgively  occurred,  and  especially  those 
of  more  recent  date,  have  shown,  that  such  doubts  were 
altogether  without  rational  foundation.  It  has  now  been 
ascertained,  by  local  uiquiries — the  exactness  of  which  is 
vouched  for  by  unrjuestionable  authority — that  there  has 
existed  in  nations  professing  to  derive  tlio  principles  of  their 
faith  and  the  rules  of  their  practice  from  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
(and  in  our  own  among  the  number),  a  scarcity — amounting  in 
some  cases  even  to  a  famine — of  the  word  of  God.  But  for 
the  existence  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  it 
appears  In  a  high  degree  probable,  that  such  inquiries  would 
not  have  been  instituted  ;  and,  conaeq^ucnlly,  that  tlie  maiady 
would  not  have  been  discovered,  nor  any  6t  and  adequate 
remedy  applied.  The  fitness  and  tidcquacy  of  the  rcniudy 
provided  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  have 
been  demonstrated  by  evidence  not  less  clear  and  incontro- 
vertible than  that  by  which  the  existence  of  the  evil,  that 
called  for  onCj  has  been  exposed  and  established.  Exacting 
nothing  as  conditional  in  the  terms  of  her  union,  but  what 
every  genuine  believer  in  Divmo  Revelation  may  conficien- 
tiously  grant,  and  what  no  one  professing  to  be  such  can 
without  inconsistency  withhold;  she  appeared  among  tliu 
nations   of  Christendom    with    advantages,  which,  had   her 
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object  been  less  simple,  and   her  principle  less  general,  she    HOME, 
mast  utterly  have  wanted.     Observing,  in  the  offers  of  her   chIp.v. 
friendship,  no   insidious  designs  of  proselytism  and  division,        — 
a  large   proportion    of  the   Christian    community  embraced 
them  with  generous  promptitude,  and  consented  to  take  their 
share  in  that  holy  alliance,  whose  object  is  the  dissemination 
of  truth,  and  whose  spirit  is  that  of  benignity,  conciliation, 
and  love." 


o 


HISTOBT  OF  TTTF 


CHAPTER  VI. 


deolining 


GENERAL  PHOGBESS  OF    TUB  SOCIETY,  CONTINUED  TO  TOR 
PERIOD  OF  THE  APOCKTPHA  CONXaOVERHT. 

1&2D— 1820. 

I/atlies'  Bille  Ansae iat ions f  Liverpool — Death  of  the  D/ifie  of 
Kent — Increased  coinmnnication  with  the  CoJidneitt — lilHem 
and  Death  qf  Mr.  Oti^en — Appobitment  of  Rev^  A,  Brafi' 
dram,  as  Secretary,  and  of  T.  P.  flatty  E^q.,  as  Ronorai'if 
Librarian — Issue  of  Nuiive  Irish  Scriptures — ScriptKre,s  at 
reduced  prices  for  Sunday  Schools. 

HOME.    The  liistory  of  the  Society  must  now  proceed  without  tJie 

ChaTvi    S^^'^l'^S  hand  of  hira,  whose  well-Instructed   pen   traced  its 

1B20.      courao  for  the  first  fifteen  years,  and  with  much  fidelity  and 

Mr  Owen's  ^^^''^  recorded  its  maltifarioaa  transactions; — transactions  in 

which  he  had  borne  an  important  and  conspicuous  pai't  from 

the  commencement,     Mr.  Owen's  enfeehled  state  of  health  has 

already  been  alluded  to:  his  visit  to  tlie  Continent  was  partly 

with  a  view  to  its  rfrestablishment;  and  some  benefit  appears 

to  have  resulted,  so  that  he  continued,  though  with  diminished 

and  gradually- decreasing  strength    and   energy,    to    occupy 

himself  in  the  affairs  of  the  Society  for  about  three  years 

longer. 

Theso  few  years  present  nothing  very  remarkable  in  the 
home  history  of  the  Institution ;  yet  muat  they  not  be  passed 
over  wholly  unnolieed.  The  Report  presented  at  Uie  Public 
Meeting  in  May  1820,  states,  that  "notwithstanding  the 
extraordinary  pressure  of  commercittl  difficulties,  and  the 
industrious  propagation  of  irreligious  and  even  antichristian 
opinions,  tlie  resources  of  t]ie  SocietVj  so  far  from  auffering 
any  serious  dtniinution,  had  been  very  liberally  maintained, 
and    its    operations  had   kept   pace  with    the    activity   and 
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cfHcicncy  of  its  most  pru3i>erous  yeflrs."  Tlie  efforts  and 
returns  of  tlie  Aiixiliark-s  and  Associations  in  England  and 
Wales  continued  very  encouraging.  One  fact  may  Llj  given 
iu  illustration  of  tlio  vigour  witb  which,  at  thi3  time,  Cliriattau 
females  plied  the  task  they  had  so  generously  taken  upon 
themselves.  Tho  Liverpool  Ladies'  Assoctutian  report  20.800 
visits  paid  hy  them,  in  tile  coucao  of  tlie  year^  on  behalf  of  the 
Bible  Society,  Other  localities  upheld  the  iuteresta  of  thi.^  Iii- 
atitutiou  with  energy  and  lihcrality  ;  and  in  Ireland  the 
cireidation  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  was  doubled. 

This  yciir,  tho  Suciety  lost  one  of  its  most  distinguished 
Tdtrons  and  warmest  friends,  by  the  decease  of  His  Royal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Kent,  father  of  her  present  Majesty 
the  Queen.  The  President,  on  o^ieniug  the  Public  Meeting 
in  May  IS20,  offered  the  following  respectful  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  the  illastrious  Prince,  whose  marked  attachment  to 
the  Institution  hfid  been  expressed  in  various  waysj — 

"  I  sliould  not  do  justti:e  to  my  own  feelings,  nor  probably 
satisfy  your  expectations,  if  I  were  to  omit  oftcring  a  tribute  of 
respect  to  the  memory  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
Kent ;  a  tribute  most  especially  due  to  him  from  the  Members 
of  a  Society,  the  prosperity  of  which  be  ao  anxiously  endea- 
voured to  promote.  We  have  bad  the  fn'atification  to  witness 
the  exertions  of  his  Royal  Highness  in  this  place,  and  I  could 
with  pleasure  refer  to  numerous  instances  of  his  condescension 
in  attending  the  Meetings  of  Auxiliary  Bible  Societies.  On 
these  occasions  the  dignified  ;tff;ibiHty  of  his  demeanour  was 
not  less  conspicuous  and  endearing  than  his  zeal  for  the 
success  of  the  Institution  which  he  so  publicly  patronized.  It 
lias  now  lost  the  bene6t  of  Ins  services  ;  but  the  i-emembrance 
of  those  which  he  rendered  to  it  will  long  be  retained  with 
heartfelt  gratitude,  and  with  the  deepest  regret  for  that 
calamitous  event  which  has  deprived  the  Society  of  the  con- 
tinuance of  tliem." 

The  communications  of  the  Society  with  tlie  Continent  be- 
came more  and  more  numerous  and  important ;  and  a  third 
visit  to  the  Continent,  accomplishExi  this  year  by  Dr. 
Steinkoptff  contributed  greatly  to  advance  its  influence.  His 
tour    extended    through   part  of  France,   Switzerland,   and 
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GermaTij,  and  occHpii?d  aUont  sis  months.  His  letterSj 
maorted  in  the  Report  cf  tlie  yeai',*  contain,  aa  on  former 
occasiona,  mut:h  interesting  aiid  valuable  information,  which 
will  come  Tinder  review  in  connectioJi  with  the  Continental 
proeeed.ing&  of  the  Society. 

In  a  Circular  Letter  drawn  up  on  the  above  occa.sion,  aniJ 
addi-esaed  to  the  Bible  Societies  of  Prussia  and  Switzerland — 
the  countries  through  whicli  Dr.  StcinkopfF  was  expected  to 
paas — the  following  summary  is  given,  which,  as  showing  the 
general  state  of  the  Society  up  to  that  time,  may  ba  here  ad- 
vantageously introduced* 

"In  October  IHIJ),  no  less  than  G29  Auxiliaries  and 
Branch  Societies,  within  the  British  dominions,  had  joined  the 
Parent  Institutionj  without  including  the  smaller  di&trict  and 
parochial  Associations,  which  exceed  a  thousand.  Since  the 
formation  of  the  Society,  in  1&04,  more  than  2,550,000  copiee 
of  the  Holy  Scriptui-ea  have  been  issued  from  its  depository ; 
and  if  to  these  be  added  330,000  Bibles  and  Testaments,  pur- 
ctiased  nnd  distributed  at  its  charge  in  various  parts  of  Eurojw, 
and  a  sEill  further  number  of  800,000  copies  which  kindred 
Institutions  in  all  quai'ters  of  the  globe  have  printed  and  circu- 
lat-ed,  a  grand  total  appears  of  ^1,680,000  copies  of  the  Sacred 
Records  of  our  Holy  Religion,  which,  as  an  incorruptible 
seed,  have  been  disseminatwl  in  the  vast  field  of  the  world. 

"  For  the  attainment  of  these  glorious  results  the  Society 
expended  £691  in  the  first,  and  £123,847  in  its  last  year; 
and  in  the  whole  of  the  fifteen  years  tlie  sum  of  £828,687. 

"  The  number  of  laTignages  and  dialects  in  which  the  entire 
Bible,  the  New  Testament,  or  some  integral  books  of  either, 
have  been  printed  or  distributed,  or  are  now  printing  or  trans- 
lating by  tlie  Society  or  it*  Auxiliaries,  in  various  parts  of  the 
world,  amounts  to  128,  among  which  are  comprised  all  the 
Euro[>ean,  many  Asiatic,  some  African  and  American  lan- 
guages, and  one  language  of  the  Societ>'  Islands." 

Passing  lightly  over  the  year  1821^ — which,  in  the  domestic 

proceedings  of  the  Society,  presents   nothing  very  material 

to   record,   except   its   steady   advance   and    prosperity — we 

come,  iu  the  antuitui  of  the  ibllowing  year,  to  an  event  wliirh 

•  S«*  Ap)M>nil]x  of  Sevenfpentli  Report. 
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aioVtid  the  deep  svinpathies  of  the  friends  of  tlie  Institution, 
and  spreiid  among  them  a  feeling  of  irrctrievahle  loss.  On 
the  2Gth  of  September  1822,  died  tlie  Rev.  John  Owen, 
tlie  much  diatingui$hed,  indefatigable,  aiid  devoted  Secretary 
of  tlie  Society. 

Sir.  Owen,  it  will  be  recollected^  attei^ded  the  first  General 
Meeting,  and  moved  the  aeries  of  Resolutions  which  were 
then  adopted  as  the  basis  uf  the  Society.  He  was  not,  how- 
ever, appoint^i  Secretary  till  a  few  weeks  later,  when  the 
Rev.  Jo&iab  Pratt,  who  had  temporarily  held  the  office, 
resimed  in  his  favour.  From  that  time  all  the  energies  both 
of  his  mind  and  body  were  devoted  to  the  iMdeilaking,  in 
connection  with  his  fellow  Secretaries,  Hughes  and  Steinkopff. 
These  three  colleagues,  attached  to  one  another  by  the  ties  of 
friendship,  and  by  the  interest  of  the  one  great  object  to  which 
they  gave  their  energies,  formed  an  harmonious  and  well- 
assorted  union,  at  once  representing  and  promoling  the  htu'mony 
so  happily  characteristic  of  the  Society,  *■  Never,"  to  use  the 
words  of  an  able  writer  in  the  *\Eclectic  Review,"*  "  waa  an  in- 
dividual more  admirably  fitted  fur  the  work  assigned  him  by 
Divuie  Providence  than  the  late  C'ferieal  Secretary.  The  public 
thought  so,  who  were  witnesses  only  of  his  ready  and  command- 
ing eloquence,  of  his  wisdom,  guided  by  an  ever-watchful  dis- 
cretion ;  his  lively  witj  never  at  war  with  a  serious  spirit ;  his 
fertile  imagination,  which  seemed  hut  tlie  sparklijig  of  a  solid 
mind ;  his  frankness  and  urbanity,  which  were  evidently  native 
to  his  character.  But  those  who  knew  sumethuig — few 
could  know  all — of  what  he  had  tocontend  with  personally  and 
officially  in  the  cause  of  tlie  Society;  the  constant  trial  which 
he  had  to  sustfiin  of  his  prudence  and  of  liis  principles;  the 
harassing  demands  made  upon  his  physical  powers  of  exertion  ; 
and  the  occasiom  which  called  for  the  display  of  all  his  dexlerityf 
conciliatory  address^  and  s^jund  practical  wisdom  \. — tliey  only 
can  be  awai'e  of  the  value  of  his  services  and  the  strength 
of  his  character.  In  the  words  of  his  respected  colleague, 
'  One  of  the  most  efficient  agents  which  the  very  first 
of  human  Institutions  ever  had  the  happiness  to  cmplov  is 
gone.'" 

«  Vol.  xixvL  |i,  MO. 
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The  liL'lit  in  wHcli  the  services  of  Mr.  Owen  were  viewed 
1)V  those  best  capable  of  forming  an  estimate  of  them,  may  bo 
gathered  from  the  following  Memorial  of  the  Committea 
adopted  at  a  Meeting  held  September  30,  1822,  the  Right 
Hun.  Lord  Teli^mouthj  President,  iii  the  Chair  ; — * 

"  In  adverting  to  the  afflicting  dispensation,  which  has 
deprived  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  of  the  in- 
valuable services  of  its  late  Secretary,  tiie  Committee  crtTinot 
resist  the  impulse  of  duly  and  aftbction,  thus  to  record  their 
grateful  testimony  to  his  zeal  and  unwearied  exertions- 

*'  As  no  one  was  more  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the 
great  impoL'lance  of  the  Institution  to  the  best  interests  of 
mankind,  no  one  laboured  more  strenuously  and  eti'cctuully 
to  promote  its  influence  and  prosperity.  To  this  object,  wliich 
was  ever  neai-  to  his  heart,  liis  time,  his  talents,  and  his 
personal  labours  were  unremittingly  devoted^  The  corre- 
spondence which  his  official  situation  imposed  on  bim,  waa 
alone  sufticient  to  occupy  tlie  time  which  he  could  spare  from 
Ilia  pi-ofess-ional  duties^  but  the  energies  of  a  superior  mind 
enabled  him  to  extend  his  care  and  attention  to  every  branch 
of  the  multifarious  concerns  of  the  Society,  and  to  accomplish 
more  than  could  have  been  ex|>ected  from  individual  eflgrts. 
His  pen  and  bb  Toice  were  incessantly  employed  in  its  cause. 
The  former  was  frequently  and  vigorously  exercised  in 
elucidating  the  principles  of  the  Institution,  or  in  defending  its 
character  and  conduct  against  misrepresentation  or  aggre^ion. 
To  his  pen  the  world  is  indebted  for  a  luminous  and  auihentic 
history  of  the  origin  of  the  Britiah  and  Foreign  Bible  Society, 
and  its  progress  during  the  first  fifteen  years  of  its  existence ; 
in  which  the  characters  of  truth  and  impartiality  are 
throughout  conspicuous ;  while  his  eIo»]uenco,  so  often  and 
successfully  displayed  in  advocating  the  cause  of  the  In- 
stitution, impressed  on  liis  audiences  that  conviction  of  its 
utility,  which  he  himself  so  sti'ongly  felt,  ajtd  which  tho 
progressive  experience  of  cighlecn  years  has  now  so  amply 
contirmed. 

"  But  his  eloquence  was  entitled  to  a  higher  praise :  it  was 

the  effusion  of  a  heart  in  which  c^iiidour  and  liberality  ever 

•  "  filoiithly  Extract*/'  Octuber  183'2. 
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prcdouiliiatetl :  it  was  characterized  by  that  suavity  of  dis- 
position which  had  endeared  him  to  the  aflectionate  eatOGm, 
not  only  of  his  colleagues  and  the  C'ommittee,  bntof  all  wlit> 
were  in  any  way  associated  witli  hiui  in  transacting  the 
esa  of  the  Society  •,  while  his  great  and  diversified  talents 
anded  general  respeet  and  admii'ation,  and  never  iailed 
to  produce  in  Public  Meetings  an  harmonious  feeling  of 
mutual  regard  aniong  all  who  had  the  privilege  of  attending 
thorn. 

'*  In  the  year  1818,  Mr.  Owen,  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
Conmiittee,  undertook  a  journey  to  the  Continent,  principally 
with  a  view  to  the  i-ccovery  of  his  health,  wJiich  had  materially 
suffered  in  the  cause  of  the  lustitution ;  but  also  for  the 
purpose  of  visiting  the  Bible  Societies  in  France  and  Switz- 
erland. 

"Of  his  conduct  during  this  excursion,  it  is  su^cient  to 
say  that  it  tended  to  raise  the  reputation  of  the  Institution 
of  which  he  was  tlic  representative;  and  to  cement  the  happy 
union  which  had  so  Jong  subsisted  between  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society  and  its  Continental  associates ;  and  that 
advice  and  experience  were  eminently  useful  in  forming 
gements  for  the  establishment  of  new  Societies,  or 
for  rendering  those  already  existing  more  active  and  efficient. 

"  The  Committee,  while  they  deeply  lament,  individually 
and  collectively,  the  loss  which  the  Society  has  sustained, 
Ciumot  but  devoutly  express  their  gratitude  to  Almighty  God, 
for  havinc  so  Ions  "ranted  it  the  benelit  of  the  zeal  and  talcnta 

^1  -OCT 

tif  their  beloved  associate :  to  the  indefatigable  exertion  of 
that  zeal  and  those  talents  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society,  as  far  as  regards  human  instrumental ity,  is  essentially 
indebted  for  its  present  prosperous  stntej  wLiIe  to  the  same 
cause  mnst  in  a  great  measure  be  ascribed  that  indisposition 
which  has  so  fatally  terminated." 

The  next  imjiortant  step  was  to  fill  up  the  vacancy  which  Appoint 
had  been  thus  occasioned  j  and  the  Comuiittee,  at  the  ensuing 
.Public  Meeting,  reported  that,  after  a  long-continued,  con- 
scientious, and  anxious  research,  they  had  felt  most  hapjjy  in 
eccuring  for  the  office  of  Clerical  Secretary  tht  services  of 
,tlie  Kev.  iVjidrew  Brandi-am,  M.A.,  Curate  of  Ueckcnham^  in 
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Kent,  and  late  of  Oriel  College,  Oxford.  The  qualifications 
of  Mr.  Braiidram,  though  in  inanj  respects  different  from 
those  possessed  by  hi&  predecessor,  wei"e  soon  proved  to  be  such 
aa  abundantly  to  justify  the  selection  of  the  Committee,  and 
gained  for  him  a.  large  share  of  the  esteem  and  confidence  of 
the  Members  of  the  Society  in  general. 

At  the  same  time  Thomas  Pell  Piatt,  Esq.,  Fellow  of 
Trinity  CoIJege,  Cambridge,  was  appointed  to  the  oflice  of 
Honorary  Librarian.  This  gentleman,  in  addition  to  other 
eminent  services  which  he  had  rendered  the  Institution,  both 
ill  its  Domestic  and  Foreign  departments,  had,  during  the 
intervening  period  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Owen,  assisted  the 
Secretaries  in  conducting  the  correspondence  of  the  Society. 
Under  the  above  designation,  Mr.  Piatt  not  only  hatl  charge 
of  the  Society's  Itbrai-y,  but  took  also  the  oversight  of  the 
literary  department  of  tlie  Society  in  general,  fulfilling  the 
dutiea  aftci-warda  discharged  by  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Translating  and  Editorial  department. 

Up  to  this  |>eriod,  the  services  of  the  Secretaries  had  been 
rendered  gratuitously ;  but,  after  mature  deliberation,  a  reso- 
lution was  now  adopted,  to  attach  to  the  office  an  annual  salary. 

The  announcement  of  this  resoludon  in  the  Annual  Report 
for  1823,  was  accompanied  with  some  observations,  intended 
to  CTiplain  and  justify  llie  course  adopted.  It  was  stated,  that 
in  consequence  of  the  gratifying  success  with  which  Divine 
Providence  had  favoured  the  Society,  the  magnitude  of  its 
eftbrts  and  the  variety  of  its  relations  had  progressively  in- 
creased, and  had  thrown  upon  its  Secretaries  an  accumulation 
of  labour,  and  a  weight  of  responsibility,  which  could  not  have 
been  foreseen,  and  which,  consequently,  was  not  In  the  con- 
tem|»lation  of  tlie  Society,,  when  it  accepted  their  gratuitOTis  ser- 
vices. This  prosperity,  the  Committee  observe,  had  been  mate- 
rially promoted,  so  far  as  human  means  had  been  instrumental 
in  producing  it,  by  the  indefatigable  exertions  of  the  Secreta- 
ries, to  whose  Christian  Kea!  and  disinterestedness  they  proceed 
to  offer  a  respectful  acknowledgment,  adding  their  conviction, 
that  to  liave  required  a  gratuitous  continuation  of  these  labours, 
would  have  been  unbecoming  the  dignitv  of  Uie  Intititutinii, 
They  furtliei'  mention,  that  in  adopting  the  amount  stated. 
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X300,  tliey  had  been  more  influoncec]  by  an  economical  attention    HOME. 
to  the  finances  of  the  Society,  tiiau  by  the  consiilefatiou  of  a   q^j^  y\ 
compensation  for  sorviceSj  whidi  no  salary  could  adequately        — 
remunerate. 

The  al>ove'  airangcmont  was  accompanied  wirh  a  slight 
alteration  in  one  of  the  laws  of  the  Institution,  which  enacts, 
tliat  no  person  derivbg  any  emolument  from  tlie  Society 
should  be  allowed  to  be  a  Member  of  the  Committee.  An 
exception  was  now  made  in  favour  of  the  Secretaries  for  the 
time  being,  that  they  might  retam  the  privilege  wliicli  they 
hftd  heretofore  always  enjoyed. 

In  the  same  year,  the  Society  was  called  to  mourn  tlie 
losa,  and  to  record  the  worth,  of  Charles  Grant,  Esq.,  one  of 
the  Vice-Presidents,  and  among  the  earliest  and  warmest 
friends  of  the  Institution,  Mr*  Ritnneberg  also,  who  had  for 
some  years  acted  as  Assistant  Foreign  Secretary,  and  whose 
knowledge  of  the  continental  languages,  combined  with  dili- 
gent habits  of  business,  and  devotedness  of  heart  to  the  cauge, 
had  enabled  him  to  render  essential  service  in  the  department 
to  which  ho  was  attached,  waa  removed  hy  death.  He  was 
succeetled  hy  Mr.  John  J^kson,  who  continued  to  hold  this 
office  till  the  year  1849, 

The  Auxtliaries,  Branches,  and  Associations  in  England  and  increa&cd 
Wales  exhihited  tli[s  year  no  symptoms  of  decay,  Lai'ge  sums  '-'»ft'"''''u~ 
were  raised,  evidence  waa  given  of  much  good  effected,  and  StoilanJ. 
the  Scripture  continued  to  be  lutroduoed  where  they  had 
been  previously  but  little  known.  In  Scotlandj  a  visit  to  Glas- 
gow, undertaken  by  Mr.  Dudley,  was  productive  of  happy 
results.  A  Ladies'  Branch  Society  waa  established,  together 
with  eighteen  Ladies'  Associations.  The  Edinburgh  Society, 
and  its  Auxiliaries,  seventy-six  in  number,  remitted  in  t'ree 
Contributions  the  sum  of  £1150.  Tlie  Glasgow  Society  pre- 
sented at  this  period  the  interesting  spectacle  of  an  Auxi- 
liary surrounded  by  nioro  tlian  fifty  Branch  Societies  and 
Associations.  The  number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments 
distributed  by  it,  since  it&  estabHshmentj  amounted  to 
18,4.S8;  and  its  receipts  to  above  £l4,4o0,  of  which  more 
than  £7000  had  been  derived  fioui  its  connected  Asso- 
ciations. 
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HOME.  Tlie  extraordinary  proportion  of  free  contributions,  when 
ChapTvj,  compared  with  subscribers  foi-  Bibles,  being  nearly  as  tlit-eo  to 
—  one,  atfui-dod  a  gratifying  proof  of  the  abundant  supply  of  the 
Scriptures  in  the  southern  parts  of  Scotland.  Of  the  Biblo 
8iibscribei-s  to  the  Glasgow  Associations,  the  gi'ent  majority 
were  not  natives  of  the  country ;  and  it  is  a  memoi'ablo  fact, 
that  in  a  population  exceeding  160,000,  the  ladies  found  hut 
tvBo  nntive  families  entirely  destitute  of  the  holy  Scriptures^ 
though  numbers  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to 
aupply  their  children  with  copies. 

It  ivas  shortly  before  this  period,  that  the  Rev.  R.  Daly, 
now  Bishop  of  Casbel,  at  the  Anniversary  Meeting  of  the 
Society  in  London,  bore  the  following  testimony  to  the  tioces- 
Scriptnres,  sity  then  existing  for  increased  means  of  education  ui  Irehmd, 
and  to  the  special  importance  attachini^  to  the  measure  of 
printing  the  Scriptures  in  the  nati\'e  Irish* 

"  In  Antrim,  Armagh,  and  Londonderry,  the  number  of 
children  educated  in  Sunday  Schools  Is,  to  the  whole  popu- 
lation, in  the  proportion  of  one  to  twelve ;  and  these  are 
peaceable,  quiet  countiea.  But  in  the  cotmly  of  Limerick — 
Limerick,  too  wel!  known  by  its  atrocities  and  murders — what 
is  the  number  of  children  educated  there?  There  are  uiany 
who  will  be  surprised  to  hear,  that  it  is  only  as  one  to  nine 
hundred  and  Heventy-seven.  In  the  whole  of  the  province  of 
Ulster,  it  is  as  one  to  sovouteen ;  and  in  Munstcr,  as  one  to 
about  five  hundred.  These  are  circuuis^tances  with  which 
many  persons  bore  are  unacquainted.  They  look  tor  the 
cause  of  the  evil  in  a  place  where  they  will  not  find  it;  they 
do  not  look  for  it  in  the  ignorance  ol'  the  Scriptures,  and  the 
want  of  education  for  the  people.  I  would  now  give  some 
information  with  regard  to  a  large  part  of  tlio  {lopulatiou  of 
Ireland;  1  mean  those  who  sfieak  the  Irish  language.  In  the 
provinces  of  Munster  and  of  Connaiight  I  bavu  taken  the 
trouble  to  ascertain,  from  different  accounts,  the  number  of 
persons  who  speak  only  the  Irish  language,  and  who  under- 
stand no  Other ;  and  it  appears  that  their  number  i&  no  less 
than  two  millions.  And  iioiv  are  tliey  provided  with  the 
Scriptures?  I  Iiavo  been  many  years  looking  in  bookscllcrB* 
sliops  and  i^talis  for  the  whole  Bible  in  the  Irish  latiguagi.',  and 
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I  never  saw  but  one,  aiid  I  bought  ttat  as  a  curiosity,  at  the 
price  of  two  guineas.  I  went  into  a  [jart  of  Ireland,  where 
you  suldom  heai'  the  Irish  language,  as  they  have  English 
enough  to  answer  a  common  question  on  the  roads  or  in  the 
fields;  but  1  found  Irish  the  language  of  their  firesides*  In 
one  place  aoniB  good  frieuda  had  set  np  a  large  Sunday  School, 
and  one  Sabbath  there  came  In  some  young  men  to  look  &t 
what  was  going  on  ;  I  brought  them  our  version  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, !iud  the  moment  they  saw  it  they  turned  away,  and  said 
they  could  not  read  that  book.  I  asked  them  if  they  would 
read  Irisli.  Yes,  tiiey  said  :  if  there  were  an  Irish  class  they 
would  all  come.  I  then  got  a  schoolmaster  to  send  his  son, 
who  could  read  Irish,  and  in  that  place  there  is  now  an  Irish 
clasSj  reading  the  Scriptures,  where  tLey  befoi'fi  turned  away 
from  the  Scriptures  with  disgust.  Now,  are  we  not  bound  to 
become  all  things  to  all  men,  if  by  any  means  we  may  save 
some?  When  the  enemies  of  Paul  heard  hini  speak  in  their 
native  language,  they  kept  the  more  silence:  so  it  will  be  with 
regard  to  tlie  Irish :  speak  to  them,  in  that  language,  the 
words  of  everlasting  lifcj  and  you  will  have  their  ears,  and, 
blessed  be  God,  you  will  have  their  hearts  also;  for  faith 
cometli  by  hearing,  and  hearing  by  the  word  oi  God." 

Hence,  to  meet  the  st>ecial  need  of  the  native  Iriah  popu- 
lation, thus  aflectingly  illustrated,  it  was  resolved  to  print  the 
entire  Bible  in  the  Irish  olmructerf  as  well  as  language,  after 
the  version  of  the  venerable  Bishop  Bedell,  and  a  separate 
edition  of  20,(KM.J  copies  of  the  New  Testament  vi  as  also  pre- 
pareiL  Large  grants  of  the  Scriptures  were  also  made  to  the 
Sunda}'  ScJiool,  and  other  Societies  in  Ireland. 

Tor  the  benefit  of  Wales,  a  new  edition  of  thu  Scriptures 
in  the  Welsh  language,  with  marginal  references,  was  printed. 
ThuH  vigorous,  at  this  time,  were  the  ellbrta,  and  highly  ani- 
mating the  prospects,  of  the  Society,  in  regard  to  its  general 
work. 

The  reported  proceedings  of  the  following  year  did  not  pre- 
sent an  aspect  materially  ditfering  from  tliose  of  preceding  years. 
There  wns  indeed,  an  under  ouiTcnt  of  iccling,  which  was 
productivi!  gf  much   ausit'ty  and  (a^rplexity  j  but  the  surface 
H  of  afiairs  in  the  Society's  progi'ess  still  Hp[K>ured  smooth,  while, 
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botii  at  home  and  aljroadj  there  ^ivere  abundant  proofs  of  real 
[jTOSperity  and  success  in  all  its  usual  dcpartmenta  ot"  operation. 
In  the  United  Kingdom  the  work,  on  the  whule,  was  ad- 
vancing; and  altlimigh  some  iueonvenienee  was  experienced  in 
regard  to  Scotland,  by  an  inteiviict  having  been  obtained  by 
His  Majesty's  printers  for  Scotland,  againat  the  uiiporlatlun 
into  that  country  of  Scriptures  printed  in  England,  ita  chief 
effect  was  to  diminish  the  amount  of  receipts  for  sales  from  the 
Depository  in  London ;  thie  Auxiliaries  In  Scotland  being  hence- 
forward obliged  to  fiirniah  themselves  with  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ments printed  In  Scotland.  The  remittances  of  contributions 
from  Scotland  were  still  kept  np^  and  the  Edinburgh  Society 
undertook  to  superintend  the  printing  of  two  editions  of  the 
Gaelic  Scriptures — one  of  the  New  Testament,  the  other  of  the 
vhole  Bible. 

The  distributions  of  the  Hibernian  Bible  Society  esceoded 
at  this  time  those  of  any  prci^eding  year;  and  the  measure 
already  referred  to,  of  printing  the  Irish  Bible,  appeared  to 
obtain  general  approbation.  The  grants  made  this  year  to  the 
Hibernian  School  Society,  the  Sunday  School  Society,  and 
other  Institutions  for  Irelandj  amounted  to  nearly  80,000 
copies. 

Of  tlie  transactions  of  the  year  1825,  also,  much  tlie 
same  general  report  may  be  given.  Though  the  attention 
of  the  Committee,  and  of  the  Society  at  large,  became  greatly 
occupied  with  tho  subject  already  alluded  to,  namely,  tlie  con- 
troversy respecting  the  Apocrypha— which  is  reserved  for 
separate  consideration  in  the  next  chapter, — -yet  itagenea'al  pro- 
ceedings suflered  but  little  interruption.  While  Dr.  Pinkerton 
was  occupied  on  the  Continent  in  risiting  the  chief  Bible  So- 
cieties in  no  less  than  seven  kingdoms ;  the  Auxiliary  Societies 
Rt  home  were  faithfully  aiid  diligently  prosecuting  their  labours, 
And  reciprocating  the  confidence  placed  in  them  by  the  Pai-ent 
Society,  by  their  steady  adherence,  cordial  sympathy,  and  un- 
reiaxcd  co-operation;  and  on  the  whole  the  work  of  tlie  So- 
ciety, in  all  its  different  departments,  was  prosecuted  with 
vigour  and  gratifying  succeas. 

One  liighly  Important  mcasuitj  was  adopted  this  year,  with 
a  view  to  extend  the  Society's  usefulne^  among  the  |>oor;  it 
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was  that  of  supplying  Sunday  Schools  with  Bibles  and  Testa-     HOME, 
ments  at  what  was  then  deemed  a  very  reduced  price— the  chap.  VI. 
Nonpareil  Bible  at  2*.,   the   Brevier  Testament  at  9rf.,  for        — 
school  stock.     This  reduction  proved  a  very  acceptable  boon. 

The  annals  of  tlie  Society  become  now  more  and  more  Death  of 
marked,  by  the  losses  which  the  hand  of  death,  in  the  progress  fjnjrto„  " 
of  time,  inflicts  on  all  human  associations.  The  Society  Iiad 
this  year  to  mourn  the  loss,  among  other  friends,  of  the  vene- 
rable Dr.  Barrington,  Bishop  of  Durham,  one  of  the  earlirat, 
and  at  all  times  one  of  the  warmest  Patrons  of  the  Institution, 
of  which  he  was  also  a  liberal  benefactor.  His  Lordship's 
name  appeared  in  the  first  list  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the 
Institution,  of  which  he  took  every  opportunity,  both  publicly 
and  privately,  of  avowing  his  hearty  approbation. 
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THE  APOCHVPEIAL  CONTaOVERSr,  AND  ITS  REStTLTS. 

1835-1837. 

JThtoriral  remarfm  on  the  Apacnjiiha : — Its  intt^-mxed  dhttl- 
hutlon  in  tke  Ssptuagini  tt'^t—First  £.thihiWd  in  separate  ar- 
rangement hf/  Luther^ Metained  aho  h\f  the  Enyligk  I'ranK- 
laiojs. — Account  of  the  iSocieti/'x  prvredure  tciik  respect  to  if; 
andjinal  resolution  for  its  exclusion. — Uitimate  resuHs  ofihe 
controverfjf. 

The  present  clmpter  introduces  ua  to  a  state  of  things  in  tlie 
Society's  history  fiir  different  from  that  whit-h  it  has  hitherto 
been  our  privilege  to  record.  Up  to  tbia  time,  we  have  boheld 
t!ie  Society  pursuing  a  course  of  much  harmony  and  pro- 
sperity; multiplying  its  resources,  and  extending  its  oiwratiuns 
from  year  to  year,  till  it  had  now  acquired  an  amount  of  in- 
fluence, both  at  home  and  abroad,  that  placed  it  at  the  lieai:! 
of  the  benevolent  and  religious  institutions  of  the  age.  Hi- 
therto^ also,  however  much  assaulted  from  without — and  its 
opponents,  as  we  have  seen,  wore  neither  few  nof  of  mean 
note — it  had,  through  thefavaur  of  God,  enjoyed  much  internal 
tranquillity  and  harmony.  The  simplicity,  no  less  than  llie 
magnitude  of  the  object^  which  had  done  so  much  to  draw 
religious  men  together^  contributed  to  preserve  them  m 
unity.  The  spirit  of  Christian  love,  shedding  its  balmy  in^ 
fluence  on  their  hearts,  promoted  a  disposition  to  mutual  con- 
fidence, and  checked  the  rise  of  irritating  feelings  j  and  thus 
the  Society  presented,  to  a  very  great  extent,  the  spectacle  of 
an  unbroken  fellowship. 

But  now  the  scene  was  to  be  changed,  and  we  are  coll<?d  to 
look  upon  the  sad  spectacle  of  discussion  and  debate  within 
the  circle  of  the  Society's  warm  sup^wrters*  Tlie  immediate 
occasion  of  tbifi  was  the  controversy  which  arose  on  the  subject 
of  the  AjMJcrypha. 
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The  writings  which  pass  umlL>r  the  name  of  "tlie  Apo<'rv]<li.V' 
though  iiQt  I'uimJ  in  the  Kchrcw  Cjnun,  wei-e  at  nii  early  pe- 
riod attaclnftl  to  the  iiispircd  books  of  the  Old  Testamem  in 
the  Greek  Septua^mt,  and  they  were  thence  transferred 
to  tlic  Latin  Vulgate,  and  from  the  Greek  iind  Latin,  to  versions 
in  other  languages.  When  the  New  Testament  Scriptures 
were  added  to  ibe  Old,  the  A(»ocrypha  retained  its  former 
place  in  the  entire  compilation,  now  used  by  th«  Christian 
ChureL  Down  to  the  lleforination,  the  Apotryphal  writings 
were  conluiued  in  their  origuial  loose  order,  being  inter- 
spersed ar^oug  the  inspired  books  of  the  Old  Testament, 
according  to  thtjir  prc$iimt>d  appropriate  places,  as  exem- 
plified in  the  Septuagint  ;  accompanied,  however,  for  the 
moat  part,  with  some  di:?tinotive  notice,  or  mark,  to  show  tiiat 
they  were  not  regarded  in  the  same  liglit  as  the  inspired 
canonical  writingfi. 

At  the  ]>eriod  of  the  Refoi-raationj  these  Apocryphal  Books 
were,  by  Luther  and  others,  di^tached  from  thia  intermixture, 
and  placed  in  a  part  of  the  volume  by  themaelveSi  in  which 
form  they  appear  in  all  the  Protestant  versions;  and  they  were 
geiicrally  accompanied  witli  a  longer  or  sliorter  notice,  allowing 
their  true  chai-acler. 

The  Council  of  Trent  took  upon  itself  to  declare  these  books 
"sacred  and  canonical,"  and  "to  be  received  and  venerated 
with  the  same  sentiments  of  piety  and  revereQce,"  as  the  other 
Scriptures.  Still,  however,  the  prologues  of  St.  Jerome  were 
retained,  and  also  certain  monitory  notes,  which  he  had  intro- 
duced into  the  body  of  the  Text,  to  maik  tlie  redundancies. 
But  from  mo&t  of  the  Modem  Roman  Catholic  Bibles  these 
notes  and  marks  have  disappeared. 

Our  English  translators  and  reformers,  like  those  on  the 
Continent,  retained  the  Apocryphal  Books;  carefully,  indwi^l, 
distinguishing  them  from  the  inspired  writings,  but  &lill  trans- 
lating them,  and  allowing  them  a  place  in  the  Sacred  Volnme, 
between  the  Old  and  J^ew  Testaments.  And  in  thia  form,  the 
English  autliorized  version  of  the  Bible  continued  to  be  printed^ 
especially  when  required  for  ecclesiastical  purposes,  as  the 
Engli&h  Church  apjjoints  lessons  from  the  A^wcrypha  to  he  read 
in  its  public  services,  tliotigh  not  to  '*  establish  any  doctrine," 
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yet  for  "example  of  life  and  instmotion  of  maiinera," 
The  Apocrypba,  howeviir,  liad  gone  very  mucli  ont  of 
nse  and  repute  in  this  country  at  the  period  when  the  Bible 
Society  was  instituted:  sevi'ral  smaller-sizt?d  editions  of  the 
BiblLs  which  excluded  these  spurious  writing,  were  accus- 
tomed to  he  published;  and  it  may  l>e  added,  iliai  no  edition 
of  the  Englhh  Scripiures,  adopted  and  issued  hf/  the  Bible 
Society^  has  ev^er  contained  the  Apocrypha.*  It  was  only  in 
reference  to  foreign  countries  and  churches,  that  the  question 
was  at  any  time  agitated,  and  that  only  in  the  case  of  veraions 
in  which  the  Apocrypha  already  existed ;  for  as  to  any  new 
translations,  assisted  or  sanctioned  by  the  Society,  the  idea  of 
introducing  the  Apocrypha  into  them  was  never  for  one 
moment  enteitained. 

When  the  Bible  Society  was  fomiod,  the  success  and  extent 
of  its  operations  abroad  were  neither  foreseen,  nor  prepared 
for.  \ts  founders,  in  framing  Its  laws,  wc?re  careftd  to  guard 
against  notes  and  comments;  but,  as  no  impediment  existed 
to  t!ie  omission  of  the  Ajtocrypha  at  home,  it  probably  never 
occurred  to  them,  that  this  might  one  day  prove  a  hindrance 
to  the  work  of  the  Society  in  otlter  countries,  The  state  of 
the  Continent  was  then  but  imperfectly  known,  and  tJie  enh- 
ject  of  foreign  vei-siona  of  the  Scriptures,  and  of  the  editions 
used  by  Protestants,  Roman  Catliollcs,  and  Greeks,  had  not 
been  specially  adverted  to,  nor  wag  it  anticipated  that  the  views 
and  prejudices  of  these  bodies  would  eier  interfere  with  the 
Society's  operations.  Of  the  cautious  manner  in  which  the 
directors  were  disposed  to  proceed,  in  a  new  and  untrodden 
path,  examples  have  been  already  cited.  In  the  case  of  the 
Esquimaits  Testament,  they  decHneil  to  sanction  the  printing 
of  a  "  Harmony,"  because  it  disturbed  the  usual  order  of  the 
Canon ;  and  in  tlie  instance  of  the  application  made  by 
the  Nuremberg  Society,  they  hesitated  to  allow  an  ex- 
change of  lOiX)  Protestimt  Testaments  for  an  equal  number 
of  the  Homan  Catliolic  version,  as  they  had  not  then  con- 
sidered whether  it  was  necessary  or  expedient  to  employ  any 

•  One  exoeption  hnf  Jjeea  charged  upon  tie  Society  in  the  coae  of 
some  copjipa  of  a  certain  edition,  but  tbis  arose  entirely  from  a  mijlnk*-  of 
tlif  prinUTR,     Se^  Dr.  f'tetnlttipiri"  L*»ff<^nj  to  Flnldnns,  p.n. 


BUITISH  AND  FOREIGN  BIBLE  SOCIETV. 


97 


but  Proti'stant  versions,  Stibgeqiicntlyj  howover,  iIk^j"  yielded 
tJii3  point,  and  it  became,  and  continuea  to  be,  the  jn'actice  ol' 
tbe  Society,  to  give  to  different  religious  bodies  their  own  ac- 
ci'edited,  versions,  provided  tbere  are  satisfactory  reasons  to 
bolieve  that  ibey  are,  ujx>n  the  whole,  faithful.  But  more  of 
this  boroafter. 

Tho  plans  of  the  Society  had  come  into  operation  but  a  abort 
tiTuc,  wbt'H  practical  difficulties,  as  to  the  Apocrypha,  began  to 
show  themselvos.  The  Protestant  Cburchea  of  tbe  CnntinL'nt, 
like  the  English  Church,  bad,  from  tbe  period  of  the  Reforma- 
tion, been  accustoniod  to  ap])end  the  A[K)crypha  to  tlieir 
Bibb's,  and  they  were  not  prepared  at  once  to  relinf^iiish  it 
In  Deninark,  Sweden,  Poland,  Switzerland,  France,  and  else- 
where, tliG  AjKJcrypba  was,  and  is  still,  held  in  great  vene- 
ration ;  and  tbis^as  is  well  known,  is  mon.^  fully  the  easy  in  tiic 
Roman  Catholic,  Greek,  and  other  ancient  Churcbes, 

When  encouragement  was  first  held  out  to  some  of  the  Pro- 
testant Societies  on  the  Continent,  to  print  editions  of  the 
Scriptures  iu  their  respective  languages,  it  does  not  appe^* 
that  the  Apocrypha  was  in  any  way  rcfen'ed  to*  But 
when  the  attention  of  these  Societies  was  called  to  the  sub- 
ject, by  the  fact  of  Bibles  without  the  Apocrypha  appearing, 
or  being  proposed,  considerable  uncasintiss  began  to  manifest 
itself.  The  copies,  thus  issued,  were  represented  as  unaccept- 
able, and,  it  may  be,  the  jealousy  of  the  ecclesiastical  autho- 
rities of  these  foreign  communities,  was  excited  at  what  they 
miglit,  not  unnaturally,  consider  as  a  tampering,  on  the  pai-t 
of  England}  with  their  recognised  standards. 

The  directors  of  the  Society  at  home  became  tlius  involved 
in  perplexity.  They  at  fii'st  attempted  to  obtain  the  omission 
of  the  Apocryjiba,  on  the  part  of  the  Continental  Societies. 
Thus  Dr.  Steinkopff,  on  a  visit  which  he  paid  to  the  Continent 
in  1812,  was  di&tinctty  charged  with  this  duty  in  regard  to 
the  Lithuanian  Bible,  then  about  to  be  printed.*  Remonstrances, 
however,  having  been  received  from  the  Societies  at  Berlin, 
Stockholm,  St.  Petersburgh,  and  other  places,  it  was  agreed,  by 
the  Committee,  in  June  1813,  "that  the  maimer  of  printing 
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the  Holy  Scrliituiva  by  Furcign  So<jictL'3  l>e  left  to  tlitir  dii»- 
crt?tion^  pryviJeU  they  be  printed  without  note  or  comment," 

To  this  resolution  the  Committee  was  Lroiif^Iit,  not  from 
iiiiy  fondness  for  the  Apocrypha  itself,  as  ia  evident  from 
their  having  omitted  it  in  scvenJ  editions  of  the  Foreign 
ScHpturcs  printed  by  or  for  the  Society,  and  from  their 
having,  as  we  have  toen,  urged  its  omission  in  all.  Tiiey 
yielded  to  what  apjjeai'ed  to  them,  a  case  of  necessity  ;  but  they 
did  not  deem  that  this  concession  involved  any  thing  un- 
scriptural  or  wrong.  It  was  a  question,  as  it  then  presented 
itself  to  them,  between  communicating  Bibles  in  the  manner 
ill  which  they  had  been  issned  both  before,  and  since  the  Re- 
formation, or  not  communicating  them  at  all. 

The  consequence  of  the  above  decision  was,  that  Bibles  in 
foreij^  languages,  with  the  Apocrypha  sometimes  annexed 
to  the  Canon,  as  in  the  versions  used  by  the  Protestant 
Churches,  and  in  other  cases  intermingled,  as  in  those  of  the 
Greek  and  Roman  Ciitbolic  Churches,  continued  generally  to 
he  circulated  throughout  the  Continent,  under  tlie  auspices  of 
the  Society;  and  even  in  our  own  country,  aome  foreign 
editions  in  the  latter  form  were  printed. 

After  u  time,  liowever,  sej-ious  objections  were  urged  ou  the 
part  of  many  members  of  the  Society  against  the  course 
adopted.  The  subject  was  again  distinctly  brought  before  the 
Committee,  in  Eai4  Street,  in  1S20,  and  it  became  a  matter  of 
repeated  grave  discussion  during  the  two  succeeding  years. 
At  length,  in  August  19,  1822,  the  following  Resolution  was 
ado[>led : — 

*'  That  when  grants  sliall  be  made  to  any  of  the  Bible 
Societies  in  connection  with  this  Institution,  which  are  accus- 
tomed to  circulate  the  Apocrypha,  it  be  stated  to  such  Societies, 
that  the  attention  of  the  Committee  having  been  called  to  the 
fundamental  Rule  of  the  Society,  as  luniting  the  application 
of  it3  funds  to  the  circulation  of  the  Holy  Scriptures ;  and  it 
appearing  that  this  view  of  tlie  said  Rule  has  been  taken  from 
the  beginning  \>y  the  great  body  of  its  mejubers ;  the  Com- 
mittee, anxious  on  tlie  one  hand  to  keep  entire  good  faith  witli  all 
the  members  of  the  Society,  and,  on  the  other,  to  maintain  unim- 
paired the  friendly  inlerconrse  which  it  has  had  the  happiness 
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SO  long  tt>  liuld  with  Bib)u  Societies  wlitfli  circulate  books 
CAteomed  Apocryplml  in  this  country,  rei[UC6t  of  those  Societies 
that  they  will  appropriate  a!!  futury  frrauts  which  they  may 
receive  from  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  exclusively 
to  the  printuig'  of  the  Books  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  as 
gctierally  received  in  tliia  country ;  auch  Societies  remaining 
lit  full  liberty  to  apjily  their  own  funds  in  whsit«ver  way,  as  to 
the  printing  nnd  cirfulntiuii  i>F  the  AiJocrypba,  it  may  seem 
good  to  them.'" 

Discussions  having  subsequentK''  tnJvcn  place  upon  the 
meaning  and  extent  of  this  Resolution,  it  became  evident  that 
a  more  explicit  one  was  necessary;  and,  in  December  1824, 
after  a  reneAved  and  deliberate  consideration  of  the  wtole 
matter,  the  following  was  adopted: — 

'*  Tliut  no  pc-cuninry  grant  be  made  By  the  Committee 
of  this  Society,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  printing  or  pub- 
lishing of  any  edition  of  the  Bible,  in  which  the  Apocrypha 
shall  be  mixed  and  intersporsod  with  the  Canonical  Books  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures;  and  that  grants  of  money  to  Foreign  So- 
cieties, wliich  are  accustomed  to  publish  Bibles  containing  the 
Apocryjilia,  but  separate  and  distinct  from  the  Canonical 
Books,  be  made  under  nu  express  stipulation,  and  the  as- 
surance of  the  parties  receiving  the  same,  that  such  grants 
shali  be  exclusively  applied  to  printing  and  publishing  tlie 
Canonical  Books  only." 

This  Resolution,  lioweverj  equally  with  the  former,  failed  to 
set  the  subject  at  rest.  The  Edinburgh  Bible  Society,  which 
had  by  this  time  taken  a  prominent  paii;  in  tlie  question  at 
issttfl,  strongly  objected  to  the  above  Resolution,  and,  in  Fe- 
bruary 1825,  transmitted  to  the  Committee  at  Earl  Street  "  its 
fii-ra  but  respectful  remonstrance,"  in  considerable  detail.* 

Another  protest  agwnst  this  Resolutioo,  but  on  an  opposite 
ground,  v/a^t  in  I^Iarch  1825,  submitted  to  the  Society  in 
London,  by  twenty-six  members  of  the  University  of  Cam- 
bridge. They  urged,  against  the  Resolntion,  "  That  it  was 
a  violation  of  one  of  the  grand  and  fundamental  principles 
of  the  Society,  namely,  that  of  uniting  in  one  common  work 
the  efforts  of  all   Christian  communities,  and  would  cut  off 

•  S«  Edinlmrg-li  Stntemeiit. 
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some  of  ihi-*  Iftrgcst  and  moat  promishig  Lrtinches  of  the 
Soifiety's  hibonrs,  by  fjiving  up,  in  some  quarters,  the  only 
way  in  whk-h  any  part  of  the  word  of  God  can  be  cumulated  j 
and,  in  otlior  quarters,  the  only  way  in  which  the  Old  Testa- 
ment can  be  t-irtuJated  with  the  New."* 

Placed  thus  painfully  between  two  conflicting  parties,  the 
Committee,  with  the  'view  of  clearing  the  ground  for  another 
and  impartial  consideration  of  the  subject,  at  once  resolved. 
March  7,  1825,  that  &U  the  Rt^solutions  uf  this  Coumiittce 
relative  to  the  Ajxicrjpha  be  rescinded. 

In  the  ensuing  month,  another  effort  waa  made  to  bring  this 
prolontged  discussion  to  a  close ;  and,  on  the  recommendation 
of  a  Special  Committee,  it  was  now,  by  the  General  Com- 
mittee, resolved,  '*  not  to  print  or  circnlate  the  Apocryphal 
Books;  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  use  their  best  endeavours  to  aid 
the  circulation  of  the  Inspired  Volume  in  all  foreign  countries, 
by  grants  of  the  Canonical  Books,  in  whole  or  in  part,  without 
interfei'tng  with  the  future  distribution  of  tlie  same,  whether 
with  or  without  the  Apocryphal  Books." 

But  this  Resolution,  again,  was  considered  hy  many  as  un- 
satisfactory, shice  it  left  the  point  of  Jt/onei/  grants  unnoticed, 
and,  hy  sanctioning  the  granting  of  the  Canonical  Bookn  in 
parts,  gave,  as  it  was  contended,  facilities  Ui  the  aiuieKatioii 
and  intersperaion  of  the  Apocrypha. 

At  this  juncture,  tlie  Edinburgh  Committee,  from  whom 
cxprL-Ksiuns  of  dissatisfaction  on  the  course  pursued  in  regard 
to  tlic  A|K)crypha  had  chiefly  emanated,  resolved  to  discnn- 
tinue '*  their  remittances"  to  the  Society  in  Loudon  till  their 
"friendly  intercourse*'  should  be  renewed,  *' by  the  Pe- 
moval  of  the  circumstances  wliich  led  to  its.  intL-rruption ;" 
and  iiome  few  Auxiltiiry  Societies,  both  in  England  and  Waica, 
sent  up  remonstrances  on  the  subject,  whilst  others  sought 
olficinl  explanations. 

It  bad  now  become  evident  that  some  further  restriction  was 
required,  even  by  many  of  the  Society's  best  friends.  Accord- 
ingly, the  ahvle  siihject  of  the  Apocryiiba  was  again  refciTcd  to  a 
Special  Committee,  in  which  to  undergo  "  a  careful  and  de- 

*  For  the  |ifDtest  nt  length  Bee  "  Venn's  Heinarts.'^  The  nnnif-s  nl- 
uithed  to  this  documenl  will  bp  found  in  Appendii  I_  Ngie  D. 
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liberate  coitsideralion."  Thia  Conimittec  coiisUtcd  oi'  the 
President,  Hve  of  the  Vico-Pr*?sidL'iits,  six  Clcricai  and  six  Lay 
moQibcrs,  together  with  the  three  Secretaries,  in  all  tweiitj- 
on€  members ;  •  and  the  result  of  their  anxious  deliberations 
was  a  recoiniMcndation,  which  was  accepted  by  the  General 
Committee,  and  emlwdi*^  in  a  Resolution.  This  forma  the  basis 
ot' those  "  Fundamontat  Regulations"  which  were  afterwards 
adopted,  and  confirmed  at  two  Annual  General  Meetings  of  tlio 
Society,  and  which  have  continued  to  guide  the  practice  of  the 
Society  to  the  present  time.    The  Resolution  was  as  follows: — t 

*'  That  the  Funds  of  the  Society  he  applied  to  the  pmiting 
and  circulation  of  the  Canonical  Books  of  Scripture,  to  the 
cKclnsion  of  those  Books,  and  parts  of  Books,  which  are  usually 
termed  Apocryjihal ;  and  that  all  copies  printed,  either  en- 
tirely or  in  part,  at  tlie  ex|>en&e  of  the  Society,  and  whether 
such  copies  consist  of  the  whole  or  of  any  one  or  more  of  such 
Book(jj  he  invariably  issued  bound  ;  no  other  Books  whatever 
being  hound  with  thein  :  and,  further,  tliat  all  money  gnints 
to  Societies  nud  individuals  be  luade  only  in  conformitj  v^ith 
the  principle  of  this  regulation.*' 

The  Regulations  which,  after  further  consideration,  were  Bub- 
mittfid  tO)  and  adopted  at,  the  Annual  General  Meetuigs  in  1826 
and  1827, and  which  ai'e  regularly  printed  in  the  Annual  Ue^jovt as 
part  of  the  fundaraental  Rules  of  the  Society,  arc  as  Iblluwa: — 

"  1.  That  the  fundamental  law  of  the  Society,  which  liuiita 
its  operations  to  the  circulation  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  he 
fully  and  distinctly  recowuiscd  as  excluding  the  circulation  of 
tlic  Apocrypha. 

•  The  liumea  of  lIub  ComuiiUee  were — 
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"  II-  That,  in  conformity  to  the  previous  Resolution,  no  pe- 
cuniarj  aid  can  bo  granted  to  any  Society  circulating  the 
A[iocrypha  ;  nor,  except  for  the  purpose  of  lining  applied  in 
confomiitj  to  the  sairl  Resolution,  to  any  milividual 
whatever. 

III.  That,  in  all  cases  In  which  grants,  whether  gratuitoua 
or  oUierwise,  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  either  in  whole  or  in 
part,  shall  be  made  to  any  Soiiety,  the  books  be  issued  bound, 
and  on  tlic  express  condition  that  they  shall  he  distributed 
without  alteration  or  addition. 

*' IV,  That  all  ^-ants  of  the  Scriptures  to  Societies  which 
circulate  the  Apocrypha,  be  made  undtir  the  expreas  condition 
that  they  be  sold  or  distributed  without  alteration  or  addition ; 
and  that  the  proceeds  of  the  snles  of  any  such  copies  of  the 
Scripttircs  be  held  at  the  disposal  of  tlie  British  and  foreign 
Bible  Society."* 

The  Resolution  of  November  lS2.j,  above  referred  to,  was, 
immediately  after  its  adoption,  inserted  in  the  "Monthly  Ex- 
tracts," December  1825,  and  otherwise  extensively  issued,  ac- 
companied with  a  Circular  si^ed  by  the  Secretai'ies  j  and, 
in  Enf^land,  It  apiieurs  to  have  met  with  general  accejitance, 
especially  in  the  expanded  form  in  which  it  afterwards 
appeared  in  the  Regnlatiotts.  A  largo  number  of  the  Auxi- 
liaries transmitted  Resolutions  to  the  Parent  Society  exprcissive 
of  their  salisfuctlon  with  the  decision  arrived  at,  together  %vith 
assurances  of  confidence  and  goodwill. 

lUit  a  different  feeling  prevaileil  in  Scotland.  The  subject 
bad  been  taken  up  there  with  great  earnestness  and  wanntli. 
The  concessions  mode  by  the  Conunittee  to  ancient  ecclesmtical 
usages,  and  to  what  were  Riipposed  to  be  the  insuperable  pre- 
judices of  the  Continental  Societies  and  Churches  in  favour  of 
the  Apocrypha,  had  been  represented  as  being  a  "  direct  vio- 
lation of  the  fundamental  law  of  tho  Society,"  as  well  as 
"  taniperijig  with  the  canon  of  inspired  Scripture;"  and  these' 
charges  were  reiterated  and  adhered  to.  To  the  latter  of  the&e 
charges  the  Sof*it>ty  would  only  be  obnoxious  in  common  with  all 
the  ancient  Cliurchcs,  as  the  Greek,  Latin,  Armenian,  Syrian, 


Thin  RejfulatioD  was  not  adopted  till  18t!7. 
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Coptic^    Sclavonic,    &c.,  and   also    most   of   the    Reforinod     HOME. 
Clmrclses.* 

With  regard  to  the  former  charge,  tliat  there  had  been  a  di- 
rect violation  of  the  fiindaiHental  law  of  the  Society — those  of  the 
Society's  Dii-ectors  who  had  yielded  to,  and,  under  a.  sense  of  ita 
necessity,  pleaded  for  the  annesaUon  of  t!ie  Apocrypha  in  some 
of  the  Foreign  Versions,  certainly  did  not  conceive,  or  admit, 
tliat  this  waa  a  direct,  or  even  a  virtual  violation  of  the  Laws 
of  the  Society :  they  did  not  regard  the  Apocrypha  aa  coming 
under  the  head  of  "  Notes  and  Comments  j"  and  the  place  it 
had  80  long  been  aecnstomed  to  hold,  a3  an  adjunct  of  the 
inspired  Scriptures,  and  a  part  of  the  Book  called  the  BiUe, 
led  them  to  think  that,  under  all  the  peculiarities  of  the  case, 
they  were  not  wrong  in  allowing  the  Scriptures  to  bo  issued  in 
a  form  sanctioned  hy  tht?  resjiective  Churches  and  Commiuiiona 
for  which  they  were  intended.  With  tliese  parties  it  was 
never  a  question  of  inspiration  or  Divine  authority,  but  simply 
one  of  Ecclesiastical  usage.  Owing  to  the  circuuistiince  of 
the  Apocrypha  having  very  much  ceased  to  be  bound  np  Trith 
the  English  Bible,  there  was  no  difficulty,  when  the  Bible 
Society  was  formed,  in  nut  including  it  in  any  of  the  English 
and  Welsh  Scriptures  circulated  by  the  Society.  It  was  oidy 
whoD  the  churches  on  the  Contiiientj  whose  Ecclesiastical 
usages  had  been  less  disturbed  than  ours,  showed  a  repug- 
nance to  receive  and  circulate  the  Bible  without  it,  that  it  was 
thought,  hy  some,  that  the  iJOint  might  be  conceded,  espe- 
cially as  the  Rules  and  Constitution  of  the  Bible  Society  did 
not,  iu  their  apprehension,  fibsolutely  prohibit  it. 

Nor  were  these  views  confined  to  those  whi3  were  more  in> 
mediately  entrusted  with  the  direction  of  the  Society's  affairs. 
A  considerable  nnmljer  of  its  wann  and  influential  frionds  were 
prepared  to  vindicate-the  course  pursued,  and  some,  as  we 
have  seen,  formally  protested  against  its  abandonment.  The 
voice  of  tiic  majority  was,  however,  doubtless  against  the 
practice;  and  when  the  final  decision  of  the  Committee  eamo 
to  be  generally  known,  there  wore,  perhaps,  comparatively 

•  It  ijs  wnrthy  of  reiimrfc,  UpbI  the  scveml  JJiAapatiiur  uoinmunkiea, 
botli  in  England  and  ScutlancI,  titlltiiviag'  in  the  steps  of  tht  Puritans, 
have  alwn}'B  rqtudiated  tlie  A|XKTyplia. 
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did  not  sincertily  rejoice  in  it  Even  those  wln>  liad 
prott'stt'd  airaiiist  it^  at  last  willin^rly  acquicsctd  m  tho  change, 
when  tliej  perLuived  the  injury  hktdy  to  arise  to  the  Society 
in  this  country,  by  the  coritinuj^d  agitation  of  the  subject, 
and  when  they  further  were  brought  to  perceive,  that  by  the 
strict  Rules  of  tlto  Society,  all  those  prefaces,  prologues, 
headings,  and  notes,  were  excluded,  which  had  been  employed 
to  warn  the  ivader  of  the  real  iimniipired  charaetei'  of  the 
Apocryphal  writings.  And  it  is  but  justice  to  Kay  that  some 
of  them  became  amongst  the  most  zealous  and  watchful  in 
resisting  all  measures  in  connection  with  the  Bible  Society, 
whicli  could,  by  any  fair  consef^uence,  tend  to  countenance  the 
circulation  of  tlie  Apocrypha.* 

But  the  friends  in  Scotland  atill  were  Hot  satisfied. 
Tlie  strong  feeling  entertained  against  the  Apocrypha,  and  a 
mistrust  of  the  Society's  whole  administration,  winch  had  been 
excited,  and  ijidustriously  fomentt^d,  in  that  country,  by  some 
whose  opinions  and  writings  greatly  swayed  the  public  mind, 
tended  to  prcttluce  in  that  quarter  a  suspicion  and  jealousy  of 
every  thing  that  proceeded  from  Earl  Sti'eet.  The  Resolutions 
of  tbc  Committee  were  pronounced  to  be  evasive,  or  capable  of 
being  evaded;,  and  it  was  demanded  that  the  Executive  of  the 
Society^  both  at  home  and  al'road,  should  be  changed,  or  so 
re-raodified,  that  none  should  he  retained  in  the  service  of  tlie 
Society,  who  had  been  mixed  up  with  the  Society's  later  pi-o- 
ceodings,  or  who  were  supposed  to  have  been  favourable  to 
Apocrypha  circulation.  These,  and  some  similar  retiuii-ements, 
not  being  acceded  to,  the  Auxiliary  Societies  in  Scotland,  with 
fewexceptions,  withdrew  from  tlie  Parent  Society.  Thenceforth 
their  Bible  operations  were  carried  on  separately ;  and,  up 
to  this  time,  though  all  irritated  foelhig  has  happily  been 
greatly  allayed,  the  former  full  and  harmonious  co-operation. 
with  the  Society,  in  the  work  of  Bible  distribution,  lias  not 
been  restored. 

There  were  other  matters  introduced  in  these  contro- 
versies, and  made  the  subject  of  censure,  such  as,  the  general 


*  This,  was  eminently  the  cam  with  Mr.  Braudntm,  tltt;  Cleiiuil  Sc- 
rreiary. 
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managcraeut  of  the  fuiid^,  tlie  agencies  of  Professor  Kiefier, 
of  Paris,  and  Dr.  Lcandcr  Viui  Ess,  of  Darmstadt,  together 
with  the  circumBtance  of  the  Strashurg  Preface,  and  the  Lau- 
sanne Bible. 

To  satisfy  inquiries  that  had  been  mado  relative  to  the  ma* 
^mcnt  of  the  funds  of  the  Society,  the  Committee  -wqk  in- 
dufiid  to  publish  a  more  detidled  balance-sheet  than  tlie  Coni- 
mitteus  of  preceding  years,  couaciuua  of  their  own  integrity,  had 
folt  to  he  necessary." 

With  reference  to  the  complaints  made,  touching  the 
employment  and  remuneration  of  Professor  Kieffer  nnd  Dr. 
Van  Ess,  m  whom  great  confidence  had  been  placed,  tlio 
Committee,  after  reviewing  all  the  circumstances  oounected 
with  tlieir  highly  important  and  extensive  labours,  did  not 
conceive  that  they  exceeded  the  boujids  of  propriety  in  con- 
tinuing the  remuneration  severally  assigned  to  them.  They 
further  judged,  that  these  individuals  stood  too  high  in, 
general  esteem  on  the  Continent,  to  make  it  at  aU  necessary  to 
enter  into  their  defence,  by  Eidducingj  as  might  have  bcea 
done,  the  Btrongest  testimonials  on  their  l>ehalf.  For  the  satis- 
faction, however,  of  the  subscribers,  a  specimen  of  the  accounts 
of  each  was  published,  with  a  view  of  showing  the  accurate 
nijinner  in  which  they  attended  to  the  afihlrs  confided  to 
thcTn.t 

A  serious  charge  was  brought  a^itist  the  Society,  from 
the  circumstance  of  tliere  having  been  a  preface  affixed  to  an 
edition  of  the  German  Bible,  published  at  Stra&burg.  The 
Committee  in  consequence  issued  a  publication,  containing 
their  "  mmutes  and  proceedings  "  in  regard  thereto,  tending  to 
show,  that,  immediately  on  receivuig  information  of  the  ex- 
istence of  such  preface,  they  bad  remonstrated  against  it,  and 
continued  to  prosecute  the  matter,  until  it  was  entirely  j-e- 
moved,  and  all  expenses  mcurred  by  it,  refunded4 

The  objections  to  the  Lausanne  Bible  were  of  a  different 
nature:  they  related  to  the  character  of  the  text  itself,  which 
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•  8«  Moiitlil>'  Extmcta,  No.  110,  September  1820, 

t  Hi-e  A|>|>i*!iiiis  ofTwcnt_v  third  Hejwrt,  \\  ItO  aiid  1-18. 
]  ScL-  "  MiimUfS,"  i:c.,  rela.tiii;g  tu  Uic  ttbcve  prtfacu.     I8*i6. 
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HOME,     was  a  revised  edition  of  Ostervald's  French  version,  piib- 
ChapTvii.  liahed  at  Lausanne  in  1822.     In  regard  to  tliis  work,  it  was 

—        alleffed  that  the  revision  had  been  entrusted  to  unsuitable  and 
1826.        .      °  ,        .  .  . 

incompetent  persons ;  that  it  was,  m  many  instances,  incorrect 

and  erroneous;  and  that  the  Committee  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society  had  been  remiss  in  the  measures  taken 
by  them  to  secure  the  faithful  execution  of  a  work,  which  liad 
been  assisted  by  a  considerable  grant  from  its  funds.  To  meet 
this  charge,  also,  at  least  so  far  as  regarded  themselves,  the 
Committee  published  their  "Minutes"  relating  to  the  trans- 
action, accompanied  by  the  official  correspondence  which  took 
place  on  the  occasion.* 

With  tlie  publication  of  these  several  statements  and  expla- 
nations, and  the  brief  references  made  to  the  subject  in  the 
ensuing  Annual  Keports,  the  official  defence  of  the  Socioty 
ceasetl;  but  the  subjects  continued  to  be  agitated,  and  nume- 
rous Explanations  and  Defences  were  issued  by  friends  of  the 
Society,  including  some  who,  though  alienated  or  hesitating 
for  a  time,  were  afterwards  ranged  among  its  warmest  sup- 
porters. 
Be-nnion         Among    the  most  important  of  those  documents  may   be 
of  Society's  named  a  "  series  of  Resolutions"  passed  at  a  "  Meeting  of  the 
inScoUand.  friends  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  at  Edinbnri;;!!, 
June  14,  1827,"  when  a  "Committee  of  Correspondence"  with 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  was  appointed,  consist- 
ing of  twenty-seven  ministers  and  other  gentlemen  of  higli 
respectability. I     These  Resolutions,  as  coming  from  a  circle  of 
friends  who  had  been  themselves  amongst  the  earliest  and  most 
conscientious  opposers  of  tlie  Apocrypha,  and  who  now  ex- 
'  pressed  their  satisfaction  with  "the  Regulations  of  182G  and 

1827,"  and  "their  entire  confidence  in  the  integrity  and  up- 
rightness of  those  men  whose  office  it  was  to  carry  those 
Resolutions  into  eifect,"  could  not  but  prove  peculiarly 
welcome  and  gratifying  to  the  Committee  of  the  Parent 
Society. 
A  "  Statement"  was  also  put  forth  by  the  above  body,  in 

*  Pee  "  Minutes  of  Committee  "  rdatinff  to  LauBanne  Bible,  18120. 
t  "  Montlil.v  Extmctd,"  ,Tuly  18-27. 
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vindication  of  theii'  conduct  in  resttming  a  fiicndly  communl- 
Liition  with  the  Society ;  than  whicli  nothing  can  lie  appeak-J 
to,  as  containing  a  clearer  or  fuller  explanation  and  elucidation 
of  the  several  points  at  issue  in  that  part  of  the  controversy 
to  which  it  refei-s.* 

But  we  must  bring  our  review  of  these  discussions  to  ji 
close,  Pttinful  as  was  the  character  of  tliis  controvcrsj  at  the 
_time,  and  in  Romo  of  its  conspcjiienees  much  to  be  regretted, 
it  was  not  witliout  its  advantages  to  the  Society.  The  line  ot" 
duty  hecame  thciicernrth  clearly  defined  and  settlcKl,  all  doubt 
and  ambiguity  relating  to  the  meiining  and  latitude  of  the  laws 
was  removeJ,  and  a  qucstionj  which  had  long  agitated  the 
Couiniittee  and  many  of  the  Society's  friends,  was  ftnally  set 
at  rest.  Thus  an  incubus  was  taken  oflj  and  the  Society 
seemed  to  breathe  again  more  freely. 

Abroad,  too,  the  discussion  was  of  service.  Tlie  Apocrypha 
■was  not,  indeed,  abandoned  so  readily  and  extensively  as  some 
persons  had  predicted.!  -A-  fe^  only,  of  the  continental  So- 
cieties, could  be  induced  to  give  it  np^  and  iit  has  of  lote  years 
become  the  occasion  of  increased  ill  will  and  hindrance  in  some 
quarters.  Stillj  however,  very  important  counterbalancing 
advantages  have  resulted  to  the  cause  of  divine  truth.  The 
work  of  tlie  Society  has  been  simplified,  and  the  course  ado])ted 
has  operated  as.  a  silent,  constant,  and  not  altogether  ineffica- 
cious  protest  against  the  Apocrypha,  which  has  led,  in  many 
instances,  to  a  re-examination  of  its  pretensions,  and  a  rejec- 
tion of  its  claims. 

And  may  we  not  hope  that  there  were  benefits  of  another 
kind,  resulting  to  the  Society  from  the  severe  conflicts  thrnngh 
which  it  had,  on  this  occasion,  been  called  to  pass  ?  Its  rapid 
and  extraordinary  prosperity,  the  harmony  and  zeal  which  had 
everywhere  prevailed  within  the  circle  of  its  operations,  had 
perhaps  led  to  an  undue  confidence  in  man— an  overwrought 
elevation  of  spirit;  and  it  may  liave  been,  that  this  atHictive 
difipensation  was  permittcfl  to  come  upon  it  to  humble  it,  and 

*  See  "Statement  of  tlie  EJialiiir^li  CoiTPflpondinp- Committee,"  and 
uho  "  Htul^ment  of  the  Glasg^iw  Aaxiliiin',"  on  the  siame  .lubjpct. 

t  For  numerous  letters  on  this  &itlijp<'t,  see  Coiresjiontteiic*  in  the  Ap- 
pendix of  Twaity-third  Annunl  ni^port. 
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to  prove  it;  and  to  prepare  it,  tli«s  chastenecl,  marc  safely  to 
reap  the  larger  meiisure  of  success  wbtchj  throiigli  God's 
favour,  it  Tvas  destined  afterwards  to  enjoy.  It  is  sometimes 
good  for  Societies,  as  well  as  individujils,  to  be  "  atHictt'd," 
that  they  may  be  led  to  search  and  discover  if  iii  any  thing 
they  have  "gone  astray,"  and  that  they  may  be  stirred  tip  for 
the  future  to  be  more  diligent  and  faithful  in  "  keeping  God's 
word." 

That  such  benefits  were  at  least  earnestly  desired  by  tlie 
Directors  of  the  Society,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  tlieic 
friends,  may  be  gathered  from  tlic  manner  in  whiub  the  subject 
h  fiUuded  to  in  the  conclusion  of  the  Annual  Report  for  1827. 
After  a  review  of  the  transactions  of  the  year,  which  gave,  as 
they  considered,  on  tJie  whole,  occasion  for  great  joy,  they  pro- 
ceed to  say — "  There  arc,  indeed,  circumstances  connected  with 
the  past,  as  well  as  anticipations  with  respect  to  the  future, 
which  will  throw  over  that  joy  a  chastened  chariActor.  But 
such  a  chastened  joy,  they  may  observe,  is  perhaps  best  be- 
fitting every  luunan  institution.  Tlie  Society  has  passed  the 
days  of  its  youth ;  and  if  all  tho  ardent  hopes  and  expectations 
i]i  ivliich,  as  is  the  manner  of  the  young,  it  may  have  indulgt.d, 
have  not  been  realiised,  it  has  more  than  enough  received 
enconragement  to  gird  itself  up,  in  the  years  of  its  maturity,  at 
which  it  has  now  arrived,  to  renewed  and  increased  exertion. 
If  its  labours  shall  meet  with  a  less  measure  of  approbation 
than  tliat  with  which  they  have  been  hailed  in  fonner  times, 
a  heart-stirring  inquiry  will  bo  made,  whether  the  favour  of 
llim,  wliose  favour  is  life,  ia  enjoyed,  and  a  more  simple  desire 
will  bo  created  to  secure  His  approbation.  If,  in  former  times, 
looking  at  the  delightful  harmony,  onion,  and  love,  winch 
everywhere  prevailed  within  the  circle  of  tho  Society's  opera- 
tions, a  confidence  of  strength  was  felt,  tliat  confidence  led, 
perhaps,  to  an  exultation*  similar  to  that  experienced  by  tlie 
Psalmist,  who  writes — '  In  my  prosperity  I  said  1  shall  never 
be  moved.'  He  coupled  with  this  an  acknowledgment,  doubt- 
less sincere, '  Lord,  by  thy  favour  thou  hast  made  my  moun- 
tain to  stand  strong.'^  An  aiWictivc  di*iM>nsa[ion  soon  ln.'fcl 
him,  and  induced  hiui  to  repair  rlglit  humUy  to  his  God;  and 
if  aucb  a  view  of  the  triaU  of  the  Society  shall  be  taken  Iiy  the 
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Sabscribers  and  tlie  Committee,  the  Societj  shall  with  the     HOME. 
Psalmist    exclaim,   *Thoa   haat  turned  my  mourning    into  chap^^VII. 
dancing ;  thou  hast  put  o£f  my  sackcloth,  and  girded  me  with 
gladness ;  to  the  end  that  my  glory  may  sing  praise  to  thee, 
and  not  be  silent.     O  Lord,  my  God,  I  will  give  thanks  unto 
thee  for  ever.'  ** 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

EXTENSION  OF  THE  AUXILIARY  SYSTEM,  AND  ATTACK  ON 
THE  society's  VERSI0N8, 

1826—1829. 

Hev.  Dr.  SteinkopfTs  resignation — Renewed  assurance  of  conji- 
dence  from  Auxiliaries— Visit  of  Dr.  Pinherton  and  Rev.  R. 
Sibthorp  to  tJie  Continental  Societies — Rapid  increase  of  Avxi- 
liarieSf  hy  means  of  increased  Home  Jgency— Attack  on  the 
Society's  versions — Vindication  by  Mr.  Piatt  and  Mr.  Green- 
field— Ajtpointment  of  Mr.  Greenfield  to  Editorial  Supervision 
of  Foreign  versions^His  Death. 

HOME.  After  the  ample  explanation  given  in  the  preceding  chapter, 
—  on  a  subject  which  occupied  several  years  in  its  discussion, 
and  which,  in  order  to  a  complete  view  of  it,  required  that 
dates  should  be  anticipated,  we  now  resume  the  narrative  of 
the  Society's  ordinary  and  more  peaceful  proceedings — a  peace- 
fulness,  liowever,  which  was  destined,  ere  long,  to  be  again 
disturbed. 
Bedgna-  One  event  took  place  at  that  period  of  the  Society's  domestic 

StoSniopff-  Jiistory  to  which  we  now  recur,  which  awakened  very  ex- 
tensively feelings  of  deep  regret :  this  was  the  resignation  by 
Dr.  SteinkopfF  of  the  office  of  Foreign  Secretary,  which  he 
bad  held  from  the  formation  of  the  Society.  His  immediate 
motive  for  taking  this  step,  as  he  explains  in  a  beautiful  and 
touching  letter,  which  he  addressed  to  the  Committee,*  was 
the  state  of  his  health,  which  had  been  for  some  time  such  as 
to  lead  him  to  anticipate  a  retirement  from  his  official  duties, 
especially  since  they  had  now  become  more  onerous  and  over- 
whelming to  him,  in  consequence  of  the  complication  of  diffi- 
culties to  which,  in  his  opinion,  the  Apocryphal  agitation  had 
given  rise. 

The  Committee  put  on  record  their  expression  of  deep  con- 

*  See  Twenty-third  Annual  Heport,  Appendix. 
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cem  at  the  loss  of  these  invaluable  services,  in  a  Minute  passed; 
on  th&  occasion,  and  from  which  the  follow-jiig  exti'Eict  was 
transferred  to  the  ensuiiiy;  Annual  Rejwrt : — * 

"Oi  the  nia;rnitude,  extent,  and  beneficial  effects  of  the 
services  of  Dn  Steinkopft',  both  at  home  and  ahroad,  durini;  a 
period  of  moi'e  than  twenty-two  jeiirs,  an  adequate  opinion  -rice*. 
CMi  only  be  formed  by  those  who  were  witncaaea  of  them^  or 
have  tlie  means  of  access  to  the  records  of  the  Society,  in 
which  tliey  occupy  so  large  a  space.  Of  the  zeal,  the  cheer- 
fulness, and  the  patient  assiduity,  with  which  they  were  per- 
formed, the  members  of  every  successive  Committee  of  the 
Society  can  bear  the  most  ample  testiuiony.  Nor  is  it  to  be 
forgotten  that,  for  eighteen  years,  those  iervices,  which  during 
a  considerable  jxirtion  of  that  period,  occupied  neai-ly  his  whole 
time  and  attention,  were  gratuitously  performed  ;  and  that  the 
salary,  which  was  afterwards  annexed  to  his  office,  was  wholly 
unsolicited,  and  reluctantly  accepted- 

"  Never  were  services  rendered  by  any  public  functionary 
more  disinterested  tlian  those  of  Dr.  Steinkopft*.  Hia  colleagues 
and  the  Committee,  will  Jong  cherish  the  remembrance  of  the 
truly  Christian  spirit,  that  ever  tempered  the  ardent  zeal  which 
animated  his  exertions,  and  endeared  him  to  their  afTectiona." 

But  though  released  from  the  responsibilities  of  office,  the 
labours  of  Dr.  Steinkopfl"  in  the  cause  of  the  Society  by  no 
means  ceased.  His  sincere  and  uiisliaken  attachment  to  the 
Institution,  led  him  to  embrace  every  opportunity  of  promoting 
its  interests,  whether  by  bis  counsel,  or  by  bis  active  personal 
services;  and  twenty-seven  years  afterwards,  he  was  found 
still  as  fresh  as  ever  in  his  affection  for  it,  taking  his  full  share 
of  interest  and  delight,  in  the  arrival  and  celebration  of  tlie 
Jabilee  year  of  the  Society ^s  history. 

The  general  work  of  the  Society,  during  tlie  recent  stormy  CmbiM 
period,  never  ceased,  scarcely  was  it  relaxed,  nor  was  its  ^^'I'^u'^' 
income  diminialicd  to  any  great  extent,  as  might  have  been  cieij. 
apprehended.  Though  the  vessel  had  been  In  troubled  waters, 
and  at  times,  as  some  had  thought,  jn  no  small  peiil,  still  it  was 
enabled  to  hold  on  its  way.     This   is  the  more  remarkable, 


See  Twenty-third  Annual  Report,  p.  xxL 
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as  the  din  of  controversy  had  spread  through  the  kingdom, 
and  there  was  scarcely  an  Auxiliary,  which  had  ttot  been  in- 
dustriously supplied  with  stateincntJi  and  accusations  against 
the  Society's  pfoceedings,  so  that  topics  for  disctission  and  dis' 
union  were  most  abundant^  Still  the  Society  retained  its 
hold  on  the  attachment  and  support  of  ita  constituents,  with 
tho  exception  of  Scotland,  and  even  there,  some  few  Auxiliaries 
remained,  or  were  newly  instituted,  as  at  Glasgow,  Aberdeen, 
Inverness,  S^c, ;  and  at  Edinburgh  a  Corresponding  Board 
was  formed,  so  that  a  medium  was  thus  kept  open  for  the  So- 
ciety's continued  supply  of  the  Scriptures  to  that  country, 
where,  particularly  nnionfr  the  Gaelic  population,  a  conside- 
rable destitution  and  demand  was  stilt  found  to  exist.  Tlie 
Annual  Report  for  1827,  for  instanre,  states,  on  the  aiitlioriry 
of  a  comniunicatian  from  the  Inverness  Ausiliary,  that  there 
wore  then  more  than  12,000  families  in  the  Highlands,  wlio 
bad  not  a  single  copy  of  any  part  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures ; 
many  of  them  too  poor  to  pay  any  part  of  the  price  of  copies, 
and  most  of  them  able  to  pay  tory  little.  250  Gaelic  Bibles, 
and  500  Testaments,  were  immediately  sent  to  that  AnxiUary, 
and  3000  more  Gaehe  Bibles  and  1000  Testaments  appro- 
priated to  tho  same  purpose.  3500  Gaelie  Testaments  wore 
also  voted  to  the  Gaelic  School  Society  in  Edinburgh,  150  to 
a  Minister  in  Perthsiiiro,  and  500  Gaelic  Bibles  to  the  Society 
in  Scotland  for  Propagaling  Christian  Knowledge,  for  tho  use 
of  the  schools  under  their  patronage.  Large  grants  of  the 
Scriptures  continued  also  to  be  made  to  Ireland,  where  the  de- 
mand for  the  Bible  in  the  native  Irish,  had  become  increasingly 
ttrgent. 

From  various  parts  of  England,  the  Committee  again 
received  the  kindest  asBurances  of  confidence.  Two  new 
Ausiliaries  were  formed,  together  with  seventy  Branch 
Societies  and  Associations.  The  distributions  of  the  Serip- 
tur^a  from  the  Society's  depository  during  the  year  1837 
amounted  to  294,(X)6  copies,  being  a  larger  number  than  that 
of  any  preceding  year.  Three  additions  were  also  made  to  the 
Society^s  list  of  Vice-Presidents :  these  were  the  Right  Kev. 
the  Bishop  of  Llandaff,  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Famham,  and 
Viscount  Mandeville. 
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The  measure,  annotmccd  in  a  preceding  Chapter,  of  lower- 
ing tlif  |jrict!  of  capius  to  Sunday  schools,  was  Liwlcd  with  very 
general  satisfaction,  and  acted  ujwn  by  the  conductors  of  those 
iiistitutioua  to  a  considfrable  extent. 

Thus  the  Committee  had  the  joy  and  satisfaction,  of  bearing 
tlie  following  testimony  to  the  general  results  of  thia  and  tlie 
procedtnj^  eventful  and  trying  years; — "The  desire  for  the 
Holy  Scriptures  remains  unabuled,  and  they  have  continued  to 
bo  willingly  received  where  they  have  been  offered;  and  the 
Reports  of  the  Societies,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  have  broui^ht 
a  lurjre  measure  of  tidinpa  of^ood,  which  tbere  Is  reut^ou  to 
hoi^e*  has  been  effected  by'^tbc  circulation  of  the  sacred 
volume." 

In  the  summer  of  1827,  Dr»  Plnkerton  was  deputed  to  pay 
a  visit  to  the  continental  Bible  Societies.  He  was  accom- 
panied by  the  Rev.  U.  Waldo  Sibthorp,  who  was  invited  to 
undertake  tbe  journey,  with  the  impression  that  it  would  afford 
additional  satisfaction  to  the  friends  of  the  Society.*  The  ob» 
ject  of  tlieir  visit  was,  on  the  one  hand,  to  remove  miaappre- 
henslona,  wiiich,  it  was  evident  from  the  correspondence,  existed 
on  the  part  of  many  Foreign  Societies;  and,  on  the  other,  to 
ascertain  what  more  could  be  done,  through  the  medium  of 
individual  agency,  where  Societies  might  not  feel  at  liberty  to 
accede  to  the  wishes  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society, 
on  the  subject  of  circulating  Bibles  UDaccoiupanied  by  the 
Apocry|i}i3. 

This  visit  was  piNiceded  by  a  "  Circular  letter,"  addressed  to 
Foreign  Bible  Societies,  consliiting  of  various  inatructions  to 
be  observed  by  them  in  applying  for,  and  appropriating  grants 
of  Scriptm'es,  and  which  the  Deputation  were  instructed, 
when  necessaryj  more  fully  to  explain  aud  enforce.  Though 
the  document  relates  to  the  foreign  transactions  of  the  Society, 
yet  we  think  It  right  to  refer  to  it  here  as  illustrative  of  the 
views  entertained  by  tlie  Committee  at  home,  of  the  extent  and 
obligation  of  the  Apocryphal  regulationa.t 
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•  Mr.  Sibthorp  read^red  this  service  iree  of  »tiy  cbsjrge  to  the  Society : 
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While  tlie  Committeo  -were  thus  employed  in  endeavours 
faithfully  to  carry  out  the  Society*3  new  regulations  abroad,  n 
consideraLIe  measure  of  prosperity  was  vouchsafed  to  its 
labours  at  home.  Its  isauea  for  the  year  1827  amounted  to 
3S6,270,  being 42j264  more  than  in,  the  preceding  year;  and 
fifty  new  Societies  were  added.  The  necessity  for  these  in- 
creased exertions  was  made  cunifeat  by  the  still  extemivo 
destitution  of  the  Scriptures  which  continLally  presented 
itself.  For  instance,  the  Ladles'  Associations  al  Birmiiighaui 
found,  on  commencing  their  labourSj  not  fewer  than  200O 
families  in  that  town  and  neighbourhood  entirely  without 
the  Scriptures.  An  inquii'y,  instituted  in  efghteen  viBages 
out  of  sixty,  wicliin  ten  miles  of  a  market  town  in  Wilt- 
shire, led  to  the  discovery  of  500  families  similarly  destitute. 
These  may  be  regarded  as  only  indicative  of  the  afFectiug 
Btate  of  the  population  in  many  other  places. 

The  increasing  openings  which  were  found  for  extending  the 
work  of  the  Society  by  means  of  Associations,  led  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  Mr,  W.  Brackenbury,  as  a  Domestic  Agent,  in 
addition  to  Mr.  Dudley,  who  was  insufficient  alone  to  meet  the 
niunerous  calls,  in  all  directions,  for  aid  in  forming  and  con- 
<liicting  these  valuable  institutions. 

Though  the  larger  streams  of  Scottish  contributions  were 
now,  to  a  great  extent,  directed  into  another  channel,  yet  sup- 
plies from  that  quarter  did  not  wholly  cease.  The  several 
Societies,  or  associated  bodies  in  that  country,  still  adliering  to 
the  Pai'cnt  Society,  remitted  ihisyear  above  £600,  showing  tliat 
feelings  of  confidence  and  attachment  towards  tlie  older  Insti- 
tution still  survived  in  many  quarters.  The  Committee,  on 
the  other  hand,  felt  much  pleasure  in  availing  ttiemaelves  of 
an  opportunity  to  show  that  their  interest  in  Scotland's  weliai'c, 
and  desire  to  promote  it,  were  not  weakened  by  any  of  the 
untoward  events  which  had  occurred.  Between  6000  and  7000 
copies  of  the  Scriptures,  chiefly  in  the  Gaelic  language,  were, 
during  the  year,  voted  to  Scotland,  at  a  cost  of  about  £1390, 

The  Hibernian  BiUe  Society,  whose  G:xtcnding  prosperity 
aflfbrded  to  the  friends  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society 
matter  of  unfeigned  rejoicing,  received  this  yeai*  a  grant  of 
2.^,150  copies  of  the  Scriptures;  the  Hibernian  School  Society 
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25,000;  the  Sunday  School  Society  20,000 ;  the  Irish  Society, 
and  the  Irish  BcLptist  Society,  were  also  supplied  with  copies; 
BO  tliat  the  total  number  sent  this  year  Into  the  sister  country, 
to  be  added  to  its  own  distributions^  amounted  to  70,550  copies. 

The  Irish  Bible»  In  the  vernacular  character^  long  so  anx- 
iously looked  foiv  was  now  reported  3s  at  length  completed, 
under  tlie  superintendence  of  the  Uev.  Robert  Daly,  H.  J.  M. 
Masou,  Esq.j  J,  L»  Foster,  Esq.,  and  Rob.  Newenhanij  Esq.,  who 
}iad  kindly  formed  themselves  into  a  Committee  to  assist  the 
editor,  the  Rev,  Mr.  M*Quigc.  The  grateful  acknowledg- 
juenta  of  the  Society  were  presented  to  Mr.  M'Quige,  who»  by 
bis  diligence,  and  the  talent  displayed  in  the  work,  bad  laid  the 
Society  under  ^reat  obligations. 

It  has  not  been  the  lot  of  the  Society  to  continue  for  any 
long  interval  exempt  from  attack.  Li  the  conduct  of  50  wide 
and  varied  a  system  of  operations,  it  could  scarcely  expect, 
nor  onglit  it  to  desire*  to  escape  criticism.  Such  criticism, 
whether  fairly  or  unfairly  exercised,  can  only,  in  the  end,  benefit 
an  Institution  which  seeks  to  carry  out  to  the  fuUlta  great  design. 
If  real  imperfections  are  noted,  such  scrutiny  leads  to  their 
correction.  If  unfounded  charges  are  made,  their  refutation 
sets  in  a.  clearer  light  tlie  excellence  and  value  of  the  results 
achieved.  These  remarks  will  apply  to  tiie  Society's  opera- 
tions generally ;  but  they  bear  still  more  e3j>ecia]ly  on  the 
qucstionof  Scripture  versions  prepared  by  the  Society,  where 
all  must  wish  that  the  most  sifting  scrutiny,  whether  hostile  or 
otherwise,  should  be  incessantly  applied.  It  was  therefore,  on 
the  whole,  with  no  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  or  annoyance,  that 
the  Committee  became  apprised  of  a  sweeping  attack  being  made, 
at  this  time,  upon  a  considerable  number  of  their  versions. 

In  June  1S27,  an  article  ap^ared  in  the  "  Quarterly 
Review,*' greatly  depreciatoiy  of  several  of  the  versions  adopted 
and  circulated  by  the  Soc'iety,  and  vehemently  impugning  the 
conduct  of  the  Society  in  regard  to  the  preparation  or  publi- 
cation of  them.  The  versions  selected  for  special  animad- 
version were  the  Welsh,  the  native  Irish,  the  Mohawk,  Cal- 
muc,  Chinese,  Turkish,  and  Bengalee,* 

To   these  strictures  a  very  able  reply  was  furnished  by 

•  .See  **Q«ftrt«Tlv  ReTiew,"  No.  71. 
*i2 
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IIOMt:.  T.  1\  Piatt,  Esq.,  tlio  Society's  Ilonurary  Librarian,  who, 
Cu.VlU  ^y  ^  flitnple  statoiiiont  of  facts,  tlemonsti'atcd  tlic  critic's 
great  w'aat  of  iiifin'msitioii  on  most,  if  not  aW,  of  tlie  puEnts 
touched  upon  by  hira,  and  consequently  tho  utter  gronnd- 
leasness  or  futility  of  the  several  charges.  A  more  complets 
viudi<:ation  of  tlie  conduct  of  the  Society,  in  the  matters  referred 
to,  can  scarcely  he  conceived,  while  at  the  same  time  honour- 
:il)le  tcsthnoiiy  is  home  to  the  character  and  labours  of  the 
translators  and  revisers,  whose  qualifications,  or  principles,  the 
article  in  question  had  so  recklessly  maligned.  It  doea  not 
appear  that  anj'  similar  iittacfcs  ever  afterwards  proceeded  from 
that  (piarter. 

In  this  reply  to  the  Quarterly  Review,  Mr.  Piatt  alludes 
to  a  work,  at  that  tnne  just  commenfed  by  himself,  at  tho 
recpiest  of  the  Committee,  and  for  which  the  Society  was 
brouj^ht  under  great  ohlijrations  to  him.  It  is  "An  account  of 
all  the  TranBhitions  circulated  by  the  Society,  stating  the  reasons 
wliiL-h  led  to  Their  adopttoit,  or  the  history  of  tlie  translating 
and  editing  of  those  which  were  new  a]ul  revised  versions." 

Tliis  very  valuable  historj,  brought  down  to  the  period  when 
Mr.  Platt'a  connection  with  the  Society  ceased,  at  present 
exists  only  in  manuscript.  It  comprises  12  volumes,  which 
are  found  in  the  Society's  library.  The  continuation  of  this 
interesting  work  has  been  long  proposed  and  desired  by  the 
Cummittee,  but  circurastancea  have  not  hitherto  admitted  of  its 
accomplishment,  Tlie  intention,  however,  is  not  abandoned. 
Tlie  materials  for  it,  which  are  most  ahundant,  have  been,  to  a 
great  extent,  prepared,  and  It  Is  hoped  that  the  lime  is  nut  far 
distant,  when  the  Society  may  have  it  in  its  power  to  make 
this  importiint  contribution  to  the  cause  of  sncred  literature. 

The  success  which  attenil(?d  tho  \\sh  of  the  Rev.  R.  W.  Silj- 
lliorj)  and  Dr.  Pinkerton  to  different  Continental  Bible  So- 
cieties in  1827,  led  the  Committee,  in  1828,  to  send  tho  latter, 
who,  since  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Stelnkopff,  had  been  dis- 
charging in  part  the  duties  of  Foreign  Secretary,  to  the  Insli- 
tutions  of  Denmark,  Norway,  and  Sweden.  On  his  way  home, 
he  visited  tlie  SocLety*9  agents  at  Darmstadt,  Frfuikfort,  and 
Paris.  The  results  of  this  Journey,  proved  of  much  advantage 
to  the  Society. 
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Tbe  work  of  the  Society  at  honiej  during  the  year  182H, 
was  conducted  wiEb  uiiaLat4^d  vigour.  In  Great  Britain,  121 
iiew  SoL'ictTes  were  added  to  the  number  of  those  already  ex- 
isfing;  and  additional  aid  having  been  found  requisite  iii  this 
growing  department  of  lahour,  the  Society  engaged  the  services 
(at  first  for  u  portion  of  his  time)  of  Mr.  W.  Acwortb,  ofQueen^a 
CoUege,  CatJibridgc,  as  Domestic  Agent  in  conjunction  with  Mr, 
Dudley,  and  Mr.  Brackeubury.  The  iasues  of  the  jcar  in- 
creased to  nearly  30)000  copies  more  than  in  the  preceding 
•year;  and  a  corresponding  increase  was  found  in  the  finan- 
cial resources;  ivbilo  the  eomnuniieations  from  diU'erent  parts 
of  thd  kingdom  continued  ebeering  and  encouraging.  The 
Corresponding  Board  at  Edinburgh  dissolved  itself,  in  order 
to  give  place  to  a  regularly  formed  Auiilia.ry  Society,  in  con- 
nection with  which  a  depfit  was  opened  for  the  supply  of 
Scriptures  in  English,  Welsh,  Gaelic,  Irish,  French,  and  Gcr- 
jiian,  together  with  &onie  otlior  foreign  langiiflges.  The  Inver- 
ness Bible  Society  transmitted  an  interesting  account  of  the 
steps  taken  to  appropriate  the  2{X)0  Gaelic  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ments which  had  been  placed  at  their  disposal.  To  Ireland 
the  grants  continued  on  the  same  large  scale  as  usual. 

It  may  serve  to  show  the  extent  to  which  the  Society  was 
now  engaged  in  printing  editions  of  the  Scriptui'es  in  tbt^^ 
country,  to  mention,  that,  during  the  year,  besides  the  English, 
twentj'-two  separate  works,  consisting  of  132,000  volumes, 
were  reported  to  have  been  completed.  These  comprised  edi- 
tions in  the  Amharic,  Aimara,  Danish,  French,  German,  Gaelic, 
Greek,  Italian,  Irish,  Portuguese,  Swedish,  Spaniah,  Welsh, 

The  Society  had  to  lament  the  loss,  this  year,  of  a  valuable 
friend,  by  tlie  decease  of  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Liverpool,  one 
of  the  Vice-Presidents,  who,  though  immersed  in  the  duties  of 
Ilia  high  position,  took  a  lively  interest  in  the  Society'*  opera- 
tions, and  often  publicly  advocated  Its  claims.  Tiie  following 
memorial  was  adopted  by  the  Committee,  at  their  Meeting, 
January  5,  1S29: — - 

"Tliat  the  Committee  feel  themselves  called  upon  to  take 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  recording  their  sense  of  tlie  very 
serious  loss  the  Society  has  sustained  in  the  decease  of  one  of 
its  Vice-Presidents,  the  late  Ear!  of  Liverpool. 
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"  While,  in  common  with  the  public,  tliej  lament  tlie  loss  of 
an  able  and  upright  statesman,  they  are  more  peculiarly 
bound,  as  representing  a  Religious  Society ,^  to  acknowledge  the 
benefits  which  the  cauae  of  religion  and  virtue  has  derived 
from  his  Lordaliip'a  influence  and  example,  from  the  weight  of 
his  declared  opinions,  and  the  exemplary  regularity  of  his 
private  life:  but,  in  particular,  the  Committee  cannot  forget 
that  His  Lordship  undertook  the  cause  of  the  Institutionj  and 
defended  its  print-iples,  when  they  were  openly  attacked  by 
some,  and  regarded  with  distrust  and  suspicion  on  the  part  of 
many,  by  whose  authority  an  individual  of  his  rank  and  station 
was  likely  to  have  been  guided ;  and  that  amidst  the  multi- 
plied cares  and  avocations  of  the  most  important  political 
station,  he  found  opportunity  to  become,  on  several  occasions, 
the  personal  and  powerful  advocate  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Socit'ty." 

Three  additional  names  were  now  enrolled  on  the  list  of  Vice- 
Presidents:  Dr.  Sumner,  Bishop  of  Chester;  Dr,  Turner, 
Bishop  of  Calcutta ;  and  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Mount 
Sand  ford. 

Three  years  had  now  elapsed  since  Dr.  Stelnkopff  had  resigned 
the  office  of  Foreign  Secretary.  It  was  not  felt  to  be  urgent, 
nor,  afler  much  deliberation^  was  it  judged  expedient,  to  ap- 
point a  successor,  as  the  duties  of  the  office  were  satisfactorily 
discharged  by  Dr.  Pinkerton,  when  in  this  country*  and,  in  his 
absence.  Dr.  Steinkopff  kindly  gave  bis  services  to  the  full 
extent  which  his  health  and  circumstances  ivould  permit. 

In  the  course,  however,  of  the  discussions  which  took  place 
on  the  above  subject,  it  clearly  appeared  that  there  was  a  de- 
partment in  the  SocIety^s  operations,  for  the  due  conduct  of 
which,  though  one  of  considerable  and  daily-increasing  im- 
portance, no  specific  provision  had  then  been  niade^  and  for  want 
of  wliich  provision,  serious  inconveniences  had  occurred.  The 
department  alluded  to,  is  that  of  the  Editorial  Supervision  of 
versions  of  the  Scripturos  printed  for  the  Society  in  foreign 
languages,  whether  in  this  country  or  abroad.  In  some  of  the 
languages  referred  to,  the  Society  had  long  been  under  the 
greatest  obligation  to  T,  P.  Plalt^  Esq,,  for  his  frequently  la- 
borious and  altogether  gratuitous  services.     But  it  now  ap* 
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pcaavd  desirable,  that  in  future  the  whole  of  them  should  be     HOME 
committed  to  the  superintendence  of  3ome  properly  qoaMed   CH.'vilJ. 
individualj  wLo  should  be  the  medium  of  conimmii eating  to 
alt  editors,  employed  by  the  Society^  the  instnictionB  of  tho 
Committee,  and  of  seeing  tbat  those  instructions  were  complied  Mr.  Fbtt. 
with.    And  as  the  translators,  or  revisers  of  translations,  more 
or  less  directly  coimected  with  the  Society,  had  now  become  a 
numerous  body,  it  was  thought  that  it  might  be  attended  with 
the  happiest  consequences,  if  the  correspondence  with  these, 
relative  to  the  versions  of  the  Scriptures,  should  he  confided 
to  an  individual  who  might  give  to  it  hia  imdividwl  attention. 

The  views  of  the  Committee  as  to  the  qualifications  and 
duties  requisite  for  the  above  office,  and  of  the  advaotages  to 
be  expected  from  it,  are  thus  summarily  expressed: — • 

"  It  was  not,  of  course,  expected  that  any  one  peraon  should 
be  met  with  competent  to  understand  all  the  languages  in 
which  the  Scriptures  have  been  translated,  or  to  become  per- 
sonally the  editor  of  many  versions^  or,  indeed,  to  be  capable 
of  examining  all  copies  of  the  Bibles  and  Testaments,  to  ascer- 
tain that  they  contain  notliing  contraiy  to  tho  laws  of  the 
Society ;  but  it  was  not  deemed  an  unreasonable  expectation 
to  meet  with  some  gentleman  of  such  literary  talcnta  and  at- 
tairanents  m  languages,  as  would  qualify  him  to  act  the  part 
of  an  editor  liimself  in  some  versions,  and,  by  conference  witli 
others  who  might  be  employed  by  the  Society  as  editors  and 
correctors  of  the  press,  of  examiners  of  versions  submitted  t^ 
them,  to  be  a  guarantee  to  the  Committee  for  the  general 
fidelity  of  the  version,  and  accordance  of  the  copies  printed 
with  the  rules  of  the  Society." 

Considerable  hopes  were  at  first  entertained  that  Mr.  Piatt 
might  liave  been  induced  to  undertake  an  office  for  which  he 
was  so  eminently  qualified,  and  with  the  duties  of  wliich  he 
had  already  become,  to  no  small  extent,  familiar.  But  the 
death  of  his  father  having  placed  him  in  circumstances  which 
prevented  his  giving  thai  attention  to  the  work  of  tlie  Society, 
which  such  an  appointment  demanded,  he  was  under  the 
necessity  of  declining  it.      The  appointment  ultimately  de- 

•  S*!C  Tweaty-Bijth  Report  p.  89;  also  Appeudix  of  tlitlo,  p.  101—4, 
ior  **  Frooeedinga  concerainff  the  appointment, '^'  Ico. 
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volved  on  Mr.  William  Grecufic'ld,  a  gentleman  who,  together 
with  verj  considerabk'  literarj  tak'nts,  was  distinguished  for 
his  knowlcilgc  of  many  Euroju^an  and  Asiatic  languages,  and 
iiad  been  for  several  years  connected  witli  Mr-  Bagster, 
as  editor  of  vai'ioua  bibUcal  Tvorka,  and  more  particu- 
larly oi'  various  poly^lott  editions  of  the  Scriptures.  Mr, 
GreenfiL'ld  had  been  first  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
CommittGf ,  hy  Iiis  valuable  defence  of  the  Scramjiore  Mahratta 
version  of  the  New  Testa.mentj  against  an  attack  made  upon  it  in 
the  Asiatic  Jourrah*  Of  the  Maliratta  language  he  had  had  no 
previous  knowledge,  nor  yet  of  some  ntlier  languages  refeiTed  to 
in  the  work ;  Euid  when  it  is  stated,  that  the  pamphlet  appeared 
within  five  weeks  of  his  directing  his  attention  to  the  subject, 
and  that  it  was  acknowlcd^d  to  be  a  masterly  refutation  of 
the  ■chari^es  alleged,  no  stron^r  proof  could  be  afforded  of  the 
remarkable  talent  for  acquirhig  languages,  with  which  he  was 
endowed,  t 

To  this  gentleman  was  ai^si^ied,  therefore,  the  office  above 
described,  under  the  title  of  Sujierintcndcnt  of  the  Translating 
and  Editorial  Depai'tnient,J 

Mr.  Greenfield  was  spared,  however,  for  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  this  new  and  important  office,  only  for  a  brief  period. 
At  the  end  of  nineteen  months,  he  was  called  to  close  at  once 
his  labours  and  his  life.  Yet  in  this  short  apace  of  time,  his 
varied  talents  had  been  brought  into  exorcise  in  no  fewer  than 
twelve  European,  five  Asiatic,  one  African,  and  tliree  Ameri- 
can languages ;  and,  after  the  commencement  of  liis  engage- 
ment, he  had  acquired  a  coiiBiderahle  skill  in  the  following 
languages,  with  which  he  had  been  previously  wholly  un- 
acquaintwl — ^tlie  Peruvian,  Negro-Engliah,  Ghippeway,  and 
iierbcr. 

A  circumstance  had  occun-ed  during  this  year  which  the 


*  Si?e  Defencie,  kc  in  tpiiIv  to  the  nnimadverdonB  of  an  anonymoua 
writer  in  the  •'  Asiatic  Joiirflul,"  for  Septeraber  1829. 

I  For  an  honouniWe  testimony,  to  Uic  c^amcter,  labours,  and  talents  of 
Mr.  Greenfield,  see  fiesolutions  of  the  Coiuiuittee,  in  the  Apptudii  to 
'rwfnty-ei^''hlJi  Rrpnrt,  p.  05. 

I'ur  OutlJiti?  of  JtuUr-s,  &se  Appendix  to  Twenty'&ixth  Report,  p.  103. 

For  timt  yoir'a  lubuuri*,  aee  Appendix  to  Twpntj'8?Tenth  Heport,  p.  D7. 
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Committee,  in  their  report  of  its  transactions,  refer  to  with  ex-  HOME. 
pressions  of  unfeigned  regret.*  It  was  the  discovery  that  cer-  ce."vill. 
tain  copies  of  the  Italian  Bihle  **  with  the  Apocrypha/*  had 
been  issued  from  the  dep6t  at  Paris.  A  careful  investigation 
of  the  matter  showed  that  this  had  originated  in  pure  inad- 
vertence on  the  part  of  Professor  Kieffer,  who  was  filled  with 
astonishment  and  grief  when  apprised  of  the  error  into  which 
he  had  unintentionally  fallen,  and  immediate  measures  were 
taken  to  recover,  as  far  as  possible,  the  comparatively  few 
copies  issued,  and  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  any  tiling  of 
the  kind  in  future. 

TJiis  circimistance  was  made  a  great  handle  of  by  certain 
parties,  who  had  persuaded  themselves  of  the  Committee's 
insincerity  and  unfaithfulness  in  regard  to  the  Apocryphal 
Regulations ;  and  though  a  full  and  candid  explanation  of  the 
circumstance  was  published  at  the  time,  it  did  not  prevent 
the  same  parties  from  recurring  to  it  again  and  again.  The 
very  slight  grounds  on  which  suspicions  and  charges  were  thus 
made  to  rest  may,  considering  the  eagerness  with  which  any 
supposed  instances  of  this  nature  were  sought  out  and  reported, 
be  appealed  to  as  no  light  evidence  of  the  pains  taken  by  the 
managers  of  the  Society,  honestly  to  carry  out  the  "  Regu- 
lations" both  ill  the  letter  and  spirit  of  them. 

«  Twenty-sixth  Report  (1830),  p.  30. 
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DOMESTIC  HISTORY  OF  THE  SOCIETY  TO  ITS 

THIRTIETH  ANNIVERSARY. 

I8a0—1&34. 

Afjitalian  of  question  refrpectiit/j  TeHs  and  Prai/er — Address  of 
the  Presuleni,  Vice-Presideiitfif  ^c,  against  change — Hejection 
f>f  Amendment  proposed  at.  General  M^*;thif}f  1830 — TrinUarian 
Bible  Society — Adherence  of  AuxV'taries genernlh^  to  thcParent 
Society — Dittribitflon  of  Scriptures  to  the  Poor  during  Cholera 
— Nvmerotis  losses  to  the  Socieli/  %  Death :  Mr.  Wllherforce^ 
Rev,  J*  Hnghei^  Right  Hon.  Lord  Teigtimouth — Itetrosper.t 
of  fhtTty  years  of  the  Society's  hlitory. 

Akotuer  stormy  period  in  the  hiatory  of  the  Society  was  now 
approaching.  The  Apocrypha  controversy,  at  one  time  so 
threa-tening  in  its  aspectj  had,  to  a  great  extent,  diud  away ; 
notwithstanding  repeated  efforts,  in  some  quarters,  to  keep 
alive  the  spirit  of  disaffection  and  distrust,  whicli  the  course  of 
that  controversy  had  engendered.  After  a  time,  however,  the 
smouldering  emhera  were  again  kindled  Into  a  Wame,  and  tlie 
Society  was  called  to  pass  through  another  ordeal,  differing 
from  the  former^  indeed,  in  some  of  its  charactenstics,  but 
scarcely,  if  at  all,  less  formidahle.  In  the  former  case, 
attention  had  been  chiefly  drawn  to  the  adminiatration  of  the 
Society's  affairs,  and  the  force  of  the  Btoim  therefore  fell  on 
the  Committee  of  the  Parent  Society,  and  its  officers  and 
agents.  But  now  the  constitution  itself  of  the  Society  w.is  to 
come  into  question,  and  endeavours  were  made  to  place  the 
Institution  on  a  different  basis  from  that  on  wliicli  it  had 
hitlierto  rested>  and  whichj  in  sabserviency  to  the  great  object 
of  the  Society,  had  I>oen  usually  appealed  to  as  ita  most  pro- 
minent recommendation  and  excellence,  namely,  the  accepted 
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co-operation  of  all  who  should  be  fonnd  desiroas  and  content 
to  promote  that  object,  the  circulation  of  the  Holy  Scriptures 
without  note  or  comment' — ^the  Bible,  and  the  Bible  alone. 

The  immediate  and  ostensible  aim  of  this  new  agitation  was 
to  give  to  the  Society  a  more  directly  religious  character,  by 
introducing  into  all  its  Meetings  united  devotional  exercises, 
and  also  by  instituting  such  terms  and  qualifications  of  mem- 
bership, 99  should  render  such  exercises  congruous  and  be- 
coming. And  a^  it  was  assumed  that  the  chief  hindrance  to 
tliis  arose  from  the  presence  in  tlie  Society  of  persons  holding 
the  tenets  of  Socinianism,  and  further,  as  very  strong  and 
exaggerated  notions  were  entertained  of  the  existence  and 
danger  of  Socinian  influence  in  the  Society,  it  was  projwsed, 
in  order  at  once  to  exclude  these  parties,  to  make  some  re- 
cognition of  the  doctrines  of  the  Trinity  indispensable  for 
the  purjioses  of  membership.  Some»  indeed,  as  will  be 
presently  seen,  would  have  been  content  that  this  test 
should  have  been  used  only  Id  respect  to  management  or 
office,  but  the  greater  number  pleaded  for  its  application  to 
membership  also.  Thus  arose  the  controversy  on  the  subject 
of  prayer  and  tests,  which  issued  in  the  formation  of  a  separate 
Society,  entitled  the  Trinitarian  Bible  Society. 

Whatever  individual  representations  might  Iiavo  reached 
the  Committee,  it  does  not  ap^iear  that  the  subject  above  re- 
ferred to  wa3  formally  brought  before  tbem  by  any  of  the 
Auxiliaries  till  the  autumn  of  1830.  In  September  of  that 
year,  the  Guernsey  Auxiliary  Society,  at  its  Anniversary 
Meeting  (which  was  opened  witli  prayer),  passed  the  following 
Resolution,  which  was  atlenvai-d^  tranemitted  to  the  Parent 
Society: — "That  the  members  of  this  Auxilimy  liibic  So- 
ciety, deeply  impressed  with  tlie  necessity  of  a  simple  de- 
pendence on  the  Divine  blessing,  to  be  derived  only  tlu-uugh 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  both  God  and  man,  pledge  themselves 
to  discountenance  all  union  with  Socinians;  and  to  promote, 
to  the  best  of  their  power,  this  moat  desirable  object  among 
all  other  Branch  Societies,  they  ejuTiestly  recommend  the 
Parent  Society  totally  to  withdraw  froHi  those  who  deny  the 
Divinity  of  our  Lord."  Shortly  afterwards  a  Resolution  to 
the  same  effect  was 'transmitted  from  liugby,  and  one  from 
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Derl>j,  more  distinctly  advocating  the  iiitrodaction  of  prayer 
at  !ill  Meetinj^s  of  the  Soficty. 

In  the  spring  of  1831,  it  had  hecorae  evident  that  the  ele- 
ments of  agitation  and  disalFectiun  liad  widely  spread  tliern- 
Bclves ;  and  it  was,  hj  th.it  ti'mi?,  gen*?rally  iiiiderst'ood  tliat 
some  attempt  ivould  ha  niadL^  to  bring  the  suhjet^t  hctbre  tlic 
assembled  friends  of  the  Society  at  the  approaching  An- 
niversary. In  prospect  of  this  event,  and  as  the  season  n[i- 
jiroaclied,  some  individual  and  luiofficiat  efibrts  were  made^ 
if  not  in  sanguinu  hope  of  preventing  a  pnlilic  discussion,  yet 
witli  the  view  of  somewhat  antictpalinj;  and  preparing  fnr 
itt  "  Two  ietlerSj  addressed  to  hard  Teigninouthj  on  the 
suhject  of  prayer  and  religious  tests  ttcj"  were  put  farlh 
hy  Mr.  Hughes,  imder  the  signature  of 'Sesagenarius.'  An 
Address  also  was  pretty  widely  circulated,  signed,  in  their 
individual  capacity,  hy  the  President  and  a  numher  of  the 
Vice-Preside uts,  including  tite  Bishops  of  Wmcheeter,  Chesterj 
and  Liehfield,  Lord  Bexhy,  Mr.  Wilheriuree,  and  others, 
together  with  the  Treasurer>  the  two  Secretaries,  and  thii-ty- 
two  members  of  the  elected  Committee;  in  which  they  assign 
reasons  for  not  recommending  the  adoption  of  prayer,  :tnd 
distinctly  object  to  any  alteration  of  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciple of  the  Society  with  regard  to  the  admission  of  memhers." 

This  brief  but  Important  doeumeut  wc  think  it  right  to 
place  before  the  reader,  as  expository  of  the  anxiously- 
weighed  derision  of  those  who  signed,  as  well  as,  ultimately, 
of  the  great  majority  of  tlie  members  of  the  Society. 


AJiircM  of 
ills  t'rui- 
4''nt,  Vice- 
I'fcsi^ieats, 


To   THE   MEMIlKtta   OF  THE   BaiTISH  AND   FOEEIGN  lIlBLE 

Society — 
"We,  the  Undersigned,  the  President,  Vice-Presidents, 
Treasurer,  Mentbci's  of  the  Eleeted  Couunittoe,  and  Secre- 
taries of  the  British  and  Foreign  BiLle  Scjcioty,  tliink  it  right, 
indhiduallt/,  to  expresR  our  sentiments  upon  tv,'o  important 
subjects,  which,  we  are  aware,  have  of  late  excited  much 
public  attentioiij  and  occasioned  anxiety  to  many  of  the  Sub- 
Bcrihcrs, 

•  An  "  AppenU"  mlrocating'  opposite  viewa^waa  oliW  Arrtwn     p  nnJ 
ttrculattf»l  liy  iIik  Rev.  i},  Wsvshw^Um  PhilUjts. 
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**  We  have  considered  the  proposition  for  introducing  a  Law, 
tliat  the  Meotmjia  of  ttic  Society,  and  its  Coiiunittijrs,  should 
ha  opened  with  Prayer.  It  is  obvious  that  the  Bible  Societyj 
hy  its  constitution,  unites  persons  of  differeut  religious  ophiiona 
in  one  imitortant  object,  tor  tlie  Furtherance  ol"  which  they 
may  co-o^K-rato  without  any  compromise  of  tbeii-  respective 
principles.  No  arrangement  has  yet  been  suggested  on  the 
subject  of  tiiu  introduction  of  Pruyer  into  the  MeetingSj  which 
aj»pears  to  ns  generally  practicable,  or  which  would  not  de- 
mand such  a  eoinpcoiui-'ie  ou  the  part  of  some  of  our  ixioml>ers ; 
and  ive  cannot  venture  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  a  mea- 
sure which  might  force  any  friends  of  the  Society  to  the 
allerniilive  of  either  retiring:  from  it,  or  of  appearing  to  sa* 
crificc  tliat  consistency  on  which  peace  of  mind  and  usefulness 
so  materiiilly  depend.  We  are  likewise  persuaded  tliat  the 
tyne  which  has  pervaded  its  Reports^  and  the  sentiments 
which  Iiave  animated  it3  proceedings,  must  make  It  manifest 
that  the  Society  has  distinctly  professed  to  look  up  to  the 
favour  of  the  Most  High,  aud  to  ascribe  its  success  wliolly  to 
His  blessing.  This,  we  conceive,  is  the  frame  of  mind  in 
which  the  Oiristian  Is  haljitually  prepared  to  enter  upon  any 
business,  whether  religious  or  secnlar. 

"  In  the  opinion  wo  have  given  on  this  subject,  we  desire 
to  lie  understood  as  not  expressing  any  unkind  judgment  upon 
the  practice,  where  it  exists  in  Auxiliary  Societies. 

"  We  have  also  considered  the  no  less  important  question 
of  adopting  measures  wliich  wouid  operate  to  the  exclusion  of' 
any  particular  cia&s  of  persons,  on  account  of  their  religious 
opiiuons,  hy  the  iutrodnctiou  of  a  Test,  ou  the  admission  of 
members;  and  we  believe  that  the  sound  principles  of  Cliris- 
tian  faithj  a3  well  as  Christian  chajfity,  are  more  likely  to  be 
promoted  by  an  adherence  to  our  present  constitution,  than  by 
any  change  which  would  uccasion  a  breach  in  the  Society. 

"  On  these  grounds  %ve  object  to  the  alteration  of  the  funda- 
mentfll  prlnci[kle  of  the  Society,  which  adjuits  of  the  co- 
operation of  all  persons  willing  to  assist  in  the  circulation  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures  ;  and  we  entreat  those  among  our  friends 
who  are  inclined  to  view  these  sulkjects  in  a  different  light,  to 
weigh  against  their  private  sentiments  or  feelings  the  danger 
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of  tUviding,  if  ]iot  dissolving,  a  Societj,  which,  as  at  present 
constituted,  and  as  liitKerto  conducted,  has  bc^en  hououred  with 
such  evident  testimonies  of  the  blessing  oi  Alniiijhty  God  upon 
its  objects  ajid  its  proceedings. 

"  In  conclusion,  wu  would  expreas  au  anxious  desire  that  the 
Divine  influence  may  guide  the  proceedings  of  the  Parent  Insti- 
tution, and  of  all  its  Auxiliaries,  Branches,  and  Associations;  and 
that  the  res|Mictive  Comraitteea  luid  Officers  may  coulinuully 
prove,  by  their  piety,  wisdom,  juid  zeal,  that  they  possess  the 
qualifieations  requisite  for  the  due  discharge  uf  tlieir  important 

duties, 

"Tejcnmouth,  Pretident.^* 

&c,  &c.  &c. 

At  length  the  day  arrived  for  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Society,  wliich  w:ia  this  year  held,  for  the  first  time,  in  the 
large  i-oora,  in  the  newly-erected  Exeter  Hall;  the  larger 
accommodation  giving  also  an  opportunity,  for  the  first  time, 
for  the  attendance  of  females,  who  had  hitherto  been  neces- 
sarily excluded  from  these  Meetings  of  the  Parent  Society. 
The  audience  Tvaa  thus  unusuallv  lar^^e. 

The  Report  of  tiie  Committee  filled  as  usual,  for  the  most 
part^  with  infomiatton  relative  to  the  general  work  and  pro- 
gress of  the  Society,  opens  with  a  reference  to  the  two  points 
which  liad  been  found  of  late  so  much  to  occupy  the  minds  of 
some  of  its  friends,  and  on  which  a  diversity  of  opinion  was 
well  known  to  exist.  To  these  qnestioas,  on  account  of  their 
confessed  importance,  the  Committee  deemed  it  right  lo  call 
attention  in  the  following  remarks  :— 

"  Several  respectable  and  sincere  friends  of  the  Institution 
have,  at  various  times,  urged  the  Committee  to  introduce  oral 
prayer  in  the  Public  and  Conunittee  Meetings,  and  to  recom- 
mend tlie  practice  to  the  Auxiliaries  generally.  Your  Com- 
mittee have  never  recorded  their  sentiments  on  this  subject  in 
the  form  of  a  Resolution,  but  they  may  now  state,  as  their 
almost  unsmimous  judgment,  that,  viewing  the  peculiar  consti- 
tution  of  tlie  Society,  they  cannot  advise  the  adoption  of  the 
measure 

"  When  the  second  point,  namely,  a  modification  of  the 
fundamental  hiws  of  the  Society,  with  regard  tn  qualification 
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for  momljicrsliip,  wna  first  brought  under  the  notice  of  your 
Committee,  diirtiij*  the  past  year,  by  two  Auxilinfics  (one  of 
some  years'  standing,  the  other  but  just  formed),  tliey  felt 
it  iheir  duty  to  record  a.  Resulution  to  the  foJIowing  effoL't,  viz. 
"  '  That  this  Committ^t,  feeling  that  it  is  their  duty  not 
only  to  confine  themselves  to  tlie  prosecution  of  the  exclusive 
object  of  the  British  and  ForLMgn  Bible  Society,  liut  also  to 
uphold  the  simplicity  of  Its  constitutiunj  under  which  the  con- 
tributions and  assistance  of  all  persons,  without  respect  to  re- 
lijijitms  diatinctions,  are  admissible.,  earnestly,  rL'3|>ectfuny, 
and  art'ectionatLdy  entreat  the  Committees  of  thg  Societiea  in 
question  to  reconsider  tlie  Resolutions  passed  at  their  late 
Meetings,  with  a  view  to  their  returning  or  conforming  to  the 
established  principles  of  tliis  Society.' 

"  To  tlie  opinions  then  exjjreased  your  Committee  (with 
two  exceptions),  continue  to  adhere ;  and  they  are  at  liberty 
to  state,  that  in  that  opinion  they  have  the  concurrence  of  your 
President,  ajid  many  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  together  tt'ith 
that  of  the  Committees  of  several  important  Auxiliaries,  who 
have  addressed  them  upon  the  subject. 

"  They  have  felt  it  their  duty  thus  frankly  to  apprise  you 
of  their  deliberate  conviction  on  these  momentous  points,  fully 
believing  that,  as  has  been  often  stated  in  former  Reports,  the 
Society  owes,  under  the  Divine  blessing,  its  extensive  oppor- 
tunities of  usefulness  to  the  simplicity,  not  only  of  its  object, 
but  also  of  its  constitution."* 

The  conclusion  of  the  Report,  in  perfect  keeping  with  the 
sentiments  contained  in  the  above  extracts,  embodies  an  appeal 
so  forcible,  and  at  the  same  time,  in  its  spirit,  so  solemn  and 
impressive,  as  to  claim  to  be  jnseiied  at  lengtli,  even  in  this  brief 
account  of  the  transactions  of  that  memorable  day, 

*'  Your  Committee  have,  on  many  former  occasions,  in 
drawing  their  Report  to  a  conclusion,  delighted  to  dwell  upon 
a  variety  of  pleasing  topics  connected  with  the  Society ;  and 
especially  upon  that  L'KION  which  has  existed  within  its  circle, 
among  tnie  believers  of  every  name.  They  have  thanked 
God  for — they  have  rejoiced  in  that  union ; — their  joy  and 
thanksgiving  have,  peradventure,  tlirough  the  iniirmity  of  the 
*  Twenty-wventh  Report,  pp.  xv'a.  xviii- 
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HOME,  flesli,  occasionally  degenerated  into  an  unaeasonaWe  glorying 
CuAi-.  IX.  •"  *^i^  principle  of  tlio  Institution,  through  the  simijlicity  of 
which,  shicere  Chiistians  of  different  den oini nations  have  been 
enablod  to  give  to  each  other  the  right  hnnd  of  fellowship,  and 
to  enjoy  a  delightful  commianion  of  brotherly  love  one  with 
another^,  They  ai-o  precluded  from  pursuing  such  a  course  on 
the  present  occasion ;  for  they  Lave  been  ofticially  apprised 
that  it  is  intended,  on  this  day,  and  in  this  assemlily,  to  call  in 
question  the  soandneas  of  that  view  of  the  constitution  of  the 
Society  which  your  Committee  (they  believe  in  common  with 
every  preceding  Committee)  have  taken  ;  and  they  have  been 
further  apprised,  if  the  soundness  of  their  views  he  admitted,  a 
demand  is  to  be  insisted  upon,  that  a  cliange  without  delay  bo 
mado  ;  because,  in  the  judgment  of  those  who  are  movini;  tlie 
question,  the  uiiiuij  subsisting  in  the  Society  is  unhallowed,  is 
nnacriptural.  Under  tliese  circumstances,  your  Committee 
feel  imperiously  called  upon  to  offer  a  fefv  observations  on  this 
important  point. 

"They  will  freely  admit  tlmt,  undcf  the  view  of  tlie  con- 
stitution which  thoy  believe  to  be  coiTect,  it  may  happen — 
it  does  happen — that  such  as  embrace  those  views  of  Divine 
ti'uthj  which,  by  the  general  consent  of  Christians,  in  every 
age,  have  been  esteemed  '  the  tmth,'  shall  occasion;iilly  find 
tliemselvea  in  a  painfiil  juxtaposition  with  those  who,  by  the 
same  common  consent,  have  been  accounted  to  hold  serious, 
nay,  fundamental  and  vital  error.  But,  making  this  admission, 
your  Conimitteo  would  appeal  to  experience,  and,  without  any 
disparagement  of  tho  use  and  value  of  creeds,  ask,  Wbetherj 
in  commmiions  professing  the  piu-est  principles,  the  same  evil 
be  not  occaaionaliy  to  be  deplored?  and,  further.  Whether,  if 
the  parties  objected  against  should  be  removed,  there  would 
not  remain  behind  persons  professing  to  belong  to  purer  deno- 
minations, who.  by  their  published  writings  (of  which  no  Ciwn- 
mittce  of  a  Bible  Society  could  take  cognizance),  and  in  other 
ways,  might  be  as  clearly  known  to  hold  sentiments  almost, 
if  nut  aliogether,  as  daugeroits? 

'*  It  may  be  admitted,  at;.T[in,  that  expressions  have  found 
their  way  into  addi-eases  ill  Public  Meetings,  wiiich  carry  the 
principle  of  the  Society's    union   far  beyond  its  legitimat' 
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boiiiids.  But  still,  how  often,  bow  sedalously,  lias  the  all- 
imporUuit  distinction  been  driiwn^  and  liow  well  aiid  bow 
clearly  Ims  that  distinction  been  understood,  that  the  union  in 
the  Bibl»?  Socioty  is  a,  union  without  cmnproniise — a  union 
m  one  work  aloiiL- — a  union  wliiob  commits  none;Cif  the  uniting 
parties  to  the  relinquishment  of  their  own  opinions  on  ary 
oilier  subject,  or  to  the  adoption,  or  even  countenance,  of  the 
opinions  of  others.  And  why  sliould  this  distinction  hL^  ap- 
plied to  various  other  subjects,  some  of  which  areofequa.1 
•weight  !ind  importiince,  while  it  is  deemed  inndmissiblo  as  it 
respects  the  one  now  before  you?  The  introduction,  too^  of 
the  name  of  one  class  of  Suhaciiliei's,  as  no  longer  fit  to  remain 
members  of  the  Society,  would  only  prepare  the  way  for  the 
introduction  of  another,  by  those  who  may  discover  fresh 
grounds  of  objection. 

"  They  would,  further,  beg  leave  to  inquire  how  those  who 
may  cbaritaltly  believe  of  each  other  that  they  hold  '  the  ti'uth>' 
shall  be  brought,  from  among  the  varied  cammmiiona  to  which 
tliey  respectively  belong,  into  an  effective  union  to  accomplish 
a  work  iiko  that  contemplated  by  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society'?  To  the  infirmities  of  the  human  mind  it  may 
be  attributed,  that  there  is  no  common  declaration  of  faith,  on 
the  great  fundamentals  of  truth,  to  which  they  can  all  in  com- 
mon subscribe.  To  the  infinnilies  of  the  human  mind  it  may 
be  attributed,  that  some  would  conscientiously  and  solemnly 
object  against  any  ftctual  or  implied  aeknowledgn>ent  of  sub- 
mission to  any  human  formulary  expressive  of  the  truth  :  yet 
other  thai)  human  formulary  would  not  meet  the  occasion; 
for,  it  may  be  added,  were  scriptural  declarations  simply  pro- 
posed in  the  words  of  Scripture,  and  as  those  words  stand  In 
Scripture,  the  parlies  now  objected  against,  reser^-ing  to 
themselves  the  right  of  interpreting  those  words,  would  sub- 
scribe as  readily  as  others*  To  human  infirmity  it  is  doubtless 
owing  that  so  many  diversities  exist;,  not  merely  as  to  minor 
points,  but  as  to  the  method  and  manner  of  conceiving  of,  and 
stating  tlio  weightier  points  of  the  Gospel.  The  Society  may, 
in  one  sense,  be  said  to  have  its  foundation  in  this  very  in- 
firmity :  and  were  it  attempted  to  define  the  limits  of  funda- 
mental truth,  as  they  lie  in  the  Sarred  Volume,  those  who 
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have  l>eoii  brouglit  together  u|wn  the  siraplt  acknowledgment 
of  the  paramount  authority  of  ihe  Sacred  VoUimc  must 
quickly  part ;  a  farewell  tmtst  he  taken  of  etch  otlier  hy 
Chi-istiana  hitherto  united  in  the  Society's  ranks  i  aJid  again 
must  they  retire  to  their  respective  comracjiions,  ajid  separately 
carry  on  thai  work  of  the  Lord,  which  consists  tn  giving  his 
word  to  the  world.  The  infirmities  of  the  human  mind  are 
known  unto  Him  whom  the  Society  profesacs  to  serve :  and  is 
it  sajnng  too  much,  provided  it  be  said  with  the  humility  he- 
coming  thosy  who  venture  for  a  moment  to  interpret  the  mind 
of  God  rcspectmg  the  conduct  of  man  in  his  endeavours  to 
serve  Him— is  it  sayin;^  too  much,  your  Committee  ask,  to 
aay,  that,  with  all  our  infirmities,  He  Has  graciously  deigjied 
to  accept  our  labours?  Is  it  too  much  to  hope  that  He  will 
yet  dci'gn  to  accept  them,  though  it  be  admitted  that  that 
scheme  on  whicli  we  are  united  be  not  perfect  at  every  point, 
be  not  free  from  every  objection  ?  Is  it  too  much  to  hop?, 
that  tlie  number  of  those  who  shall  !ovo  the  Bible  for  its  own 
sake,  for  the  sake  of  *  our  God  and  Saviour'  whom  it  reveals 
to  man,  and  who  shall  therefore  be  deeply  zealous  for  Its  pro- 
pagation, will  ever  outweigh,  by  a  vast  majority,  those  who, 
not  having;  these  views  iii  common  with  themselves,  may  yet, 
from  other  causes,  he  willing  to  join  in  the  work  of  the  So- 
ciety ;  and  that  thus  the  Institution  sliall  be  preserved  from 
the  evil  effects  dreaded  by  somej  and  shall  thus  remain,  what 
it  has  ever  substantially  been,  and  which,  under  God,  is  the 
secret  of  it^  sti-engthj  a  centre  around  which  good  men  shall 
meet ;  and,  if  they  cannot  now  lay  aside  the  iiiHrmities  which 
prevent  thcin  from  being  perfectly  joined  together  in  one  mind, 
look  forwfird  to  that  period  when  they  shall  no  lonper  see 
throuf^h  a  t^lass  darkly,  but  shall  walk  in  tin;  lirrht  in  that  city 
QTid  that  heavenly  country,  of  which  the  Lamb  is  ihe  light, 
the  Sun  of  Righteousness  shining  in  the  brightness  of  bis 
strength  ? 

"Tour  prayers,  which  can  now  ascend  in  silence  to  the 
throne  of  grace,  arc  earnestly  entreated,  that  a  wisdom  hetlej;, 
than  man's  wisdom  may  guide  the  decisions  of  this  important 
day;  that  the  wisdom  which  is  from  ahovemaythisday  appear, 
first  pure,  then  peaceable,  gentle,  and  easy  to  be  entrealeil ; 
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and  that,  under  tbe  piiidancG  of  tliat  wisdom,  the  mind's  eye, 
tlje  eye  of  faith,  mny  pierce  nithiii  the  vi'il^mjiy  realize  the 
solemn  liour  wlien  the  question  shall  not  he,  Who  are  worthy 
for  admission  into  a  Society  such  iis  youra  ?  but.  Who  shall  be 
counted  worthy  to  stand  before  the  Son  of  Man  ?  May  con- 
siderations such  as  these  allay  all  undue  heat  of  feeling,  and 
lead  our  thoughts  to  Him  who  hath  made  penc-e  by  the  blood 
of  His  cross;  lookinjj;  unto  which  alone  can  any  hoi>e  to  be 
presented  faukleas  before  His  glory,  with  exceeding  joy." 

On  tbe  aeeustomed  ResoItiTion  being  put,  "  That  tiie  Report, 
an  abstract  of  which  has  now  been  read,  be  adopted,  aJid 
printed  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee,"  Captain 
Gordon  rose  to  move, 

"  That  instead  of  the  reconnnendation  contained  in  the 
Report,  that  tbe  constitution  and  practice  of  tlie  Society  cou- 
tinne  as  they  are,  the  following  Resolutions  be  adopted — 

"  That  the  British  and  foreign  Bible  Society  is  pre-emi- 
nently a  Religions  and  Christian  Institution. 

"  That  no  person  rejecting;  tlie  doctrine  of  a  Triune  Jehovah 
can  be  considered  a  Member  of  a  Christian  Institution. 

"That,  in  conformity  with  this  principle,  the  expression 
*  Denominations  of  Christians,'  in  the  Ninth  General  Law  of 
the  Society,  be  distinctly  understood  to  Include  such  Denomi- 
nation? of  Chi'istians  only  as  profess  their  belief  in  tlie  doctrine 
of  the  Holy  Trinity." 

Another  annendment  was  movetl  by  the  Rev.  Liuidy  Foot, 
restricting  the  specified  qualification  to  tbe  agency,  and  not 
extending  it  to  membership  generally  :  it  was  as  follows — 

"  That  tbe  words  of  the  Ninth  Law,  and  of  the  others  which 
prescribe  Uie  terras  of  admission  to  the  agency  of  the  Society, 
be  not  taken  to  extend  to  those  who  deny  the  Divinity  and 
Atonement  of  tbe  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

It  will  be  perceived  that  in  neither  of  these  ResoUitions  was 
any  reference  made  to  the  subject  of  prayer.  Thia  was 
avowedly  held  In  abeyance,  till  the  Society  should  he  so  re- 
constructed, as,  in  the  opinion  of  those  who  tlien  advocated 
the  meaaiu'e,  to  justify  its  introduction. 

It  is  not  iiecessai'y  here  to  enter  into  the  arguments  of  the 
respective  speakers,  a?  a  full  acrnnnl  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
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day,  with  ths  addresses  sit  k'li^thj  was  given  in  tlie  "  Montldj 
Estiacts"*  of  tiic  SoL'ic'ty,  ond  thus  is  easily  accessilile.  It 
may  be  sufficient  to  say,  that  tlie  two  ametidmenta  wpre 
negatived,  and  tte  original  motion  carried  by  an  over- 
whelming majority,  so  far  as  could  be  giitbered  from  a  show 
of  hands.  And  it  may  be  proper  to  addj  that  this  -w-as  all 
that  was  done,  namely,  the  affirming  simply  the  adoption,  aa 
usual,  of  the  Annual  Report.  Yet  was  it  soon  given  out,  tind 
very  SndnstrioURly  propagated,  that  the  Meeting  had  pro- 
nounced against  prayer,  and  ui  favour  of  Soclninns  being  re- 
^rded  as  Christians.  The  decision  come  to,  taking  into 
account  the  recommendation  contained  in  that  Re|H>rt, 
amounted,  in  ctfect,  to  thia,  and  nothing  more  than  this,  that 
the  Society — the  constitution  and  practice  of  the  Society — 
shonld  remain  unchanged- 
Foiled  thus  in  tlieir  attempt  at  the  Public  Meeting  to 
obtain  a  change  in  the  constitution  and  priictice  of  the  So- 
cietVj  the  parties  who  were  intent  uprjn  this  objcrt  formed 
themselves  into  a  Provisional  Committee,  which  met  in 
Sackville  Street^  choosing  for  their  Secretary,  the  Rev.  G. 
Washington  Phillips,  a  gentleman  who  had  Wen  among  the 
earbcftt  to  moot  the  agitated  question,  and  who  liad  seconded 
Captain  Gordon's  motion  at  the  Public  Meeting. 

This  Provisional  Committee  immetliatelv  proceeded  to  open 
a  correspondence  with  the  Committee  in  Earl  Street,  with 
a  view  to  induce  the  latter  to  concur  with  thera  in  adopting 
some  measure  in  unison  with  their  sentiments  and  wishes, 
or  to  call  a  Sjiecial  General  Meeting,  for  a  reconsideration  of 
the  whole  subject.  Failing  ui  these  attempts,  as  the  Com- 
mittee in  Earl  Street  did  not  deem  themselves  competent  to 
ro-ojjen  the  question  affecting  tlie  constitution  of  the  Society, 
which  the  sense  of  the  General  Meeting  had,  in  their  judg- 
ment, salistactorily  determined,  the  Provisional  Committee 
jirocceded  to  issue  a  circular,  addressed  to  the  members  of  the 
Uritish  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  and  of  the  various  Auxi- 
liary and  Branch  Societies  and  Bible  Associations,  containing 
a  fleric*  of  Resolutions,  GX]>lanatory  of  tlieir  own  views  and 
convictions,  and  calling  upon  all  concerned   to   unite  with 

•  "  Monthly  Eitracta"  for  May  1831. 
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them  in  their  endeavour  to  induce  the  Society  to  reconsider 
and  reverse  the  docision  of  the  Anniversary  Meeting. 

In  this  iittcmpl,  also,  the  advocntcs  of  the  proposed  change 
were  destined  to  experience  a  signal  fuiliire.  Agitation  wits 
uideed  promoted  to  n  wide  extent.  Every  Committee  Room 
in  the  kingdom  whs  thus  atti;mpted  (o  he  made  the  scene  of 
diafusston,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  actually  became  bd  ;  and 
the  spirit  of"  controversy  was  regalc?d  to  satiety,  by  nutiierous 
lettera,  pamphlets,  aiipeal&j  &c.,  which  now  issued  from  the 
pi'esa,  in  separata  form,  or  through  the  medium  of  periir>dicals. 

The  reaultj  bowevL-r,  was,  that  by  the  close  of  the  year,  the 
Committee  in  Earl  Street  received  comniunieations  from  280 
Auxiliary  and  Branch  Societies  and  Bihle  Associations,  "  ex- 
pressive of  their  eonfuiTeuee  in  the  views  of  the  constitution  of 
the  Society  contained  in  the  last  Annuid  Re|xirt,  and  depi^e- 
cating  attempts  U>  introduce  any  alleratioiis  therein;"  whilst 
18  only,  of  these  attiliated  institutions,  recommended  that  the 
Buliject  should  be  reconsidered,  with  a  view  tu  alter  or  explain 
the  constitution  of  the  Society.* 

The  ProWaionaJ  Committee  in  Sackville  Street,  having  l>een 
thus  disappointed  in  their  various  endeavours  to  stir  up  the 
constituency  of  the  Bible  Society  at  hu-ge,  to  concur  with 
them  in  seeking  the  alterations  and  concessions  they  required, 
and  six  mouths  having  elapsed,  "  without,"  to  use  their  own 
language,!  "affording  them  any  prospect  of  effecting"  (he 
un[K)rtant  objecta  tiiey  had  in  view,  proceeded  to  call  a 
Public  Meeting  of  such  members  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society,  aud  such  other  CJiristian  friends,  as  might 
desire  to  establish  a  "  Bible  Society  u[>ou  scriptural  prin- 
ciples.*' 

On  the  7th  of  December  IB31,  the  Public  Meeting'was 
held  in  Exeter  Hall,  and  a  new  Society  was  instituted,  under 
ttie  title  of  the  "Trinitarian  BJWe  Society;''  the  object  of  the 
new  Society,  like  that  of  the  old  one,  being  to  circulate  the 
Holy  Scriptures  without  note  or  comment :  its  general  eonsti- 

•  ForalifltoflheaeseTCTalSocietiea,  see  "Monthly  Eitracti"  for  1831, 
and  January  Hi3-2\  lastly,  ot  April  1832. 

t  See  notice  of  tin?  Public  Meeting  for  estublishtng-  n  n^w  Society, 
dated  Sackville  Street,  November -2^,  1B31,  G.  W.  PMUips,  Secretary. 
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tutiun,  however,  requires  "  that  its  meiiibeta  &hall  oonsist  of 
Protestants,  who  acknowledge  their  beli<?f  in  tke  Godhead  of 
the  Father,  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghust,  three  co- 
equal and  co-ett^rnal  i»ersona  in  one  Hving  and  true  God:** 
it  further  enjoins  the  offering  up  of  prayar  and  praise  at  all 
its  Meethigs.* 

It  falls  not  within  the  province  of  this  hiatorj  to  comment 
on  tlie  speeches  delivered  on  the  above  occasioHj  or  to  dwell 
on  the  measures  subsequently  adojrfed,  with  a  view  to  bring 
tliis  new  Society  before  the  public,  and  to  gam  for  it  public  sup- 
jiort.  This  task  is  the  more  willingly  declined,  now  that 
much  of  the  heated  feeling  excited  and  manifested  at  that 
period  haa  passed  away,  erroneous  impressions  Iiave  been 
corrected,  unfounded  charges  have  gi'adually  assumed  their 
real  character,  and  very  many,  who  had  been  induced,  from 
various  causes,  to  leave  the  older  Society,  and  even  to  contend 
gainst  it,  have  since  returned  to  its  ranks,  and  are  now  found 
among  its  warmest  supporters,  f 

Still,  it  must  he  confessed  that  the  trial,  at  the  time,  was 
very  gi"eaL  Not  that  the  general  operations  of  the  Society 
were  much  impeded ;  not  that  even  its  funds  were  materially 
attected ;  but  ft  was  grievous  to  witness  the  eft'orts  made  to 
rend,  if  not  to  root  up,  an  Institution  confessedly  the  instru- 
ment of  very  extensive  benefit  to  mankind.  It  was  grie^  oiis, 
of  course,  to  its  conductors  and  manager*  to  have  tlieir  motives 
impugned,  their  doings  misrepreaeoted,  and  their  loyalty  to 
the  great  Head  of  the  Church  brought  under  imputation  and 
suspicion.  It  was  espeetally  grievous  to  see  the  Society 
deserted  by  some  of  its  l>eat,  and  wamiestj  and  holiest  friends 
— for  such  they  were— who^  for  a  time  at  JL-ast,  withdrew 
their  countenance  and  active  aid,  even  though  they  did  not 
all  join  the  new  Society* 

•  Pot  pnrticulara  of  its  Likwe;  ani3  Rp^latjons^  eec  lle|Jort  of  the  Public 
Mefting',  and  also  Be[idrts  yf  the  Suciicty. 

t  Those  who  wish  to  inform  tiitmselvts  more  fully  on  tlie  suVject  ti( 
the  rDrRj.''ojnp  pu^'^s,  may  cumu]t  uumcroufi  ■workfl  wriltpn  at  the  dme  ; 
nrovn^  which  mij  be  sp^dfied,  "  Letleis  nf  Sf»xitjjeniiriu*i,"  iitready  re- 
f.!rred  to;  ami '"  The  BiW^  Sndety  Question,"  bj  Hef.  S.  C.  Wilkfi. 
On  the  other  aide — The  ProvifiioTiFll  Commiltee's  "  CoTTPspondpJice  and 
Fnpcrs ;"  Pbillijw'  "  Ap[>eal ;"  the  Trinitariim  Sodetj-'s  *'  Rf'porls." 
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ITic  Comiiiiltei'.  however,  and  tho  vast  boJy  of  the  Society's  HOME. 
constituents  iind  supix>rters.  steadily  lield  on  their  way,  and  CairTlX. 
the  stonn,  at  one  time  so  threatening,  gradu^Iy  spent  itself; 
the  dark  and  cloudy  day  gave  place  to  many  bright,  and 
hopeftil  ones ;  a,nd  the  Society's  snhspquent  history  may 
surely  be  iippealed  to,  to  sliew,  thiit  the;  favour  and  blesamg  of 
the  Most  High  did  not  then  abandon  it. 


We  now  rettim  to  the  narrative  of  the  Society's  ordinary  Pmneitic 
domestic  proceedings.  Notivitliatanding  tlie  interruption  P'"'"^*^- 
whlch  Biiglit  have  been  expeoted,  and  wliich  was,  to  some 
extent,  experienced  from  the  agitation  of  those  questionSj  to 
which  allusion  has  been  made  above,  llie  Society's  work  at 
home  still  went  on  with  considerable  vigour.  The  ltc|wrt  of 
the  year  speaks  of  the  formation  of  164  new  Societies  aiid 
Assoeiations  J  and  tlie  domestic  agents  found  everj-whorc 
much  encouragement  The  issues  of  tht;  Scriptures  anioniited 
to  abo>'e  36,000  copies  more  tlian  those  of  the  preceding  year, 
being  470,920. 

The  gratuitoug  services  of  Messrs,  Marten  aiid  BrowTi,  as 
professional  advisers  of  tlie  Society,  were  this  year  kindly 
offered  and  accepted,,  in  the  place  of  those  which  had  been, 
in  the  same  manner,  rendered  to  the  Society  from  its  insti- 
tution, by  Thoraaa  Pcllatt,  Esq.,  then  lately  deceased.  The 
names  of  the  Bishop  of  Bristol  and  the  Earl  of  Cliiehester 
were  also  added  to  the  list  of  Vice-Presidents* 

The  year  which  ensued  after  the  extraordinary  Public  Meet- 
ing at  wliich  the  streimoas  attem[tt  was  made  to  alter  the  consti- 
tution of  the  Society,  and  dui'iiig  wliiuh  the  gi'cater  part  of  the 
280  Memorials  and  Resolutions,  already  referred  U\  of  the 
Ansiliiiries,  Branches,  and  Associations,  on  the  agitated  ques- 
tions, were  prepared  and  transmitted — this  year,  which  thus 
threatened  to  be  one  of  considerable  detriment  and  damage  to 
the  Society,  was  nevertheless  one  of  no  small  aeti\-ity  and 
snceess.  More  than  130  new  Societies  were  added  to  those 
previously  existing,  and  the  issnea  exceeded  583,000  copies, 
being  the  largest  which  had  taken  place  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Society. 

Amongst  these  issues  were  19,537  copies  of  the  New  Tefela- 
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ment,  bound  up  with  the  Psalmsj  and  dUtriljiited,  as  a  loan,  to  so 
manjdeatitutefiimilies  in  the  metropolis  and  the  neighbourhood, 
tkrough.  tho  medium  of  the  Society's  Auxiliaries*  This 
measure,  from  wliit-h  there  is  reason  to  hope  much  spiritual 
good  resulted,  wils  adopted,  in  anticipation  of  the  visitation  of 
tlie  cliolera,  which  about  that  period  first  appeared  in  onr 
country,  after  having  produced  ita  fearful  effects  ia  njany 
other  countries, 

A  similar  plan,  having  the  same  object  in  view,  was  pui'- 
sned  in  Manchester,  where  14,000  families  were  visited,  and 
40(X)  found  destitute  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  notwithstanding 
that  100,000  copiijs  had  been  distributed  b}"  the  Auxiliary  in 
that  town.  In  Edinburgh  ajid  Glasgow,  also,  the  proposal  was 
hailed  with  mueli  gi-atitude :  in  the  fomier  city  (after  a  most 
eseniplaj'y  canvas:*  of  the  poorer  districts)  2000  families  were 
supplied,  and  in  the  latter  3000  copies  were  called  for. 

Tlie  death  of  !Mr.  Greenfield,  the  Editorial  SuperintGudent, 
has  been  already  referred  to,  together  witli  tho  Resolutions  of 
the  Committee  on  occasion  of  that  affecting  event  It  was 
ft^'lt  as  a  trial,  also,  that  this  year  T.  P.  Piatt,,  Es<|.,  the  Society's 
Honorary  Librarian,  retired  from  hid  otfice,  having  joined  the 
ranks  of  tlioae  who  thought  it  right  to  secede  from  the  Society 
on  the  question  of  Prayer  and  Tests.  Tlte  Committee 
recorded  in  a  Resolution  their  great  regret  on  receiving  his 
resignation,  and,  at  the  same  time,  their  deep  sense  of  the 
high  value  of  the  numerous  services,  which  he  had  cbeerftilly 
and  gratuitously  rendered  the  Society  during  the  eight  years 
that  he  had  held  the  office  of  Librarian. 

Ttiis  and  other  secessions  which  took  place  at  tliis  time, 
occasioned  the  Committee  much  pain.  Great  regi-et  was 
felt  at  the  breach  which  had  been  made  in  the  Society, 
and  the  division  which,  to  some  extent,  had  thus  been 
spread.  At  the  same  time,  the  Committee  saw  no  reason  to 
depart  from  the  views  adopted  in  the  preceding  Annual  Re- 
port, in  the  adherence  to  which  they  had  derived  so  much 
support  from  the  concurrence  of  sentiment  expressed  on  the 
part  of  so  many  of  the  Auxiliary,  and  Branch  Societies  and 
Associations.  The  Committee  also  record,  with  thankfulness, 
their  obligations  to  numerons  friends,  who  voluntarily,  and 
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on   their   own  responsibilltj,  had   come  forwai'd    to   dofend     HOME 
the    Society,   when,   adhering    to  the  example   and    practico   cbap.  IX. 
of  preceding  Comniittees,  thej  had   themselves  thought  it        — 
right  to  abstain,  aa  a  Committee,  from  entering  into  contro- 
versy.* 

The  Report  for  1832,  worthy  in  all  respects  of  an  atten- 
tive perusal,  inculcstea,  towarda  its  close,  in  a  peculiarly  im- 
pressive manner,  on  all  the  friends  of  the  Society^  on  a  review 
of  the  position  in  which  it  was  then  placed,  an  increased 
feeling  of  humility,  self-renunciation,  and  dependence  on 
Almighty  God-t 
The  closing  paragraph  is  here  introduced:  — 
*' If  ever,  now  more  than  ever,  your  Committee  would  ex- 
press their  sense  of  dependence  upon  tlio  Divine  Being.  As 
with  the  growth  of  years  the  human  mind,  in  looking  back, 
sees  many  a  danjrer  never  suspected  at  the  time,  but  which, 
through  a  kind  Providence,  was  secorcly  passed,  so  may  the 
friends  of  Societies  such  as  yours  freely  confess,  that  through 
comparative  ignorance  they  were  often  unconscious  of  that 
fear,  because  unconscious  of  danger,  which  would  have  pro- 
bably led  thorn  to  express  themselves  in  a  more  lowly  manner, 
and  to  have  looked  less  to  second  causes.  But  as,  in  the  case 
supposed,  ripened  years  unfold  danj^ers  not  seen  before,  and 
check  presumption,  and  increasL^  caution,  so,  in  such  a  work 
as  that  of  your  Society,  experience  discerns  tlie  frailty  and 
weakness  of  all  human  instruments,  shows  the  map-nitude  of 
opposing  powers,  and  brings  vain   man  to   himselt.     Kxpe- 

*  The  niiml>pr  of  such  defenders  was  greater  thnn  on  any  former  ot*- 
«L*ion.  The  expenses  of  these  puhUi.-fltioa'!  were  defrayed  by  th*?  private 
contributions,  eitheP  ni  the  authore  therOsclvM  or  of  tlieir  friends. 

t  An  iatereatinR'  iocideiit  occitrred  nt  the  Public  Meetinj;  when  the 
above  Report  was  read.  The  two  brothers,  the  Hon,  and  Rev.  Gerard 
Noel,  and  Hon.  and  Rev.  Baptist  Noel,  who  for  a  time  had  faltered  ia 
their  nlle^ance  to  the  Society  (the  latter  having  seconded  one  of  tlie 
iimendineitt^  the  preceding"  year,  and  the  foTTPer  h»vintr  written  nn  accu- 
pstory  jifimphlet),  now  stood  togrfher  on  Ihe  platform,  while  the  elder 
in  their  joint  Dames,  mnde  a  noble  and.  candid  retmctatioD  of  thp 
mistakes  into  which  he  admitted  they  had  fallen,  sud  o}f<>red  ftfre»h 
their  Cdrdift!  and  anrpserved  adhfrenfp  to  the  Sodety.  TYtf.  ifeetitig^  was 
altogether  one  of  (he  nioBt  animated  iind  pleasing'  that  the  Society  hns 
pver  witneased. 
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Hence  leads  liim,  indeed,  not  to  despond,  but  feelingly  to  con- 
fess, and  feelingly  to  exclaim,  '  So  tlien,  neither  is  lie  that 
plaJiteth,  nor  lie  that  ivatereth,  any  thing,  but  God  Uiat  giveth 
the  incL'ease.*  Experience  leads  him  devoutly  to  acknow- 
ledge, if  he  he  the  honoured  instrument  of  good,  that  lie  is 
what  he  is  by  the  grace  of  God ;  aiid,  turning  away  the  eye 
of  the  beholder  from  himself,  he  points  it  to  that  grace,  and 
says,  *  Not  I,  but  the  grace  of  God  that  was  with  me.'  The 
same  experience  will  lead  him  to  ]>ray  mueli,  and  also  to  cast 
liimself  upon  the  charitable  prayers  of  others,  and  to  say  to 
Jill,  in  the  words  of  the  apostle,  *  Now  I  beseech  you,  brethren, 
tor  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ's  sake,  and  for  the  love  of  the 
Spirit,  that  ye  strive  togetlier  with  me  In  your  prayers  to  God 
for  me,'  that  wisdom  and  sti'engtJi  and  love  may  be  given  me, 
and  that  my  fier\ice  may  be  accepted  of  tliose  whose  "jood  is 
sought,  and  that  God  may  be  gloriKed- 

"  Your  Committee  cannot  but  be  reminded  of  the  apostolic 
declaration,  *  In  many  things  we  offend  all ;'  and  whiie,  in  i-o- 
ferring  to  tliis  declaration,  they  allude  to  the  shiful  ijuper- 
Fectiona  which  liave  accompanied  their  own  services>  they 
cannot  refrain  from  putting  tlie  question,  as  tlie  proceedings 
of  the  past  year  are  reviewed.  Who,  aa  being  blameless  him- 
self, can  cast  a.  atone  at  Ms  brother?  How,  then,  shall  wo 
give  ourselves  anew  to  the  duties  of  the  coining  year  without 
looking  afresh  to  Him,  who  through  the  Eternal  Spirit  ottered 
Himself  without  spot  unto  God,  Jn  order  that  their  consciences 
jiiay  be  purged  from  guilt  conti-acted,  and  we  become  thus 
titted  to  serve  the  living  God.  Looking  anew  to  lijm  wliom 
we  have  pierced,  may  another  apostoUc  exhortation  be  en- 
graven on  every  heart :  *  Bo  ye  kind  one  to  another,  tender- 
hearted, forgivhig  one  another,  even  as  God,  for  Christ's  sale, 
hath  forgiven  yon.  Be  ye  therefore  followers  of  God  as  dear 
cliihlrBO,  aud  walk  in  love,  as  Christ  hath  also  loved  us,  uid 
given  Himself  for  us,  an  offerijig  and  a  sacriiiee  to  God  Ibr  u 
sweet-smelling  savour."' 

The  death  of  Professor  Kiefferj  of  Paris,  whose  labours 
will  be  more  fully  alluded  to  in  tlie  histtjry  of  the  Society's 
work  in  France,  took  place  ibis  year,  and  was  followed  by  the 
loss  of  utJier  old  and   tried  fnenda  of  the  Society ;    among 
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wliam  may  be  mt-ntloncd,  the  lii^^jht  Iloti.  Lord  Gainbier,  one 
ot"  the  Society's  Vice-Presidents,  as  well  as  one  of  its  earliest 
and  most  constant  supporters ;  and  Dr.  Adam  Clarke,  who 
hud  rendered  valuable  services  to  the  Sodety,  more  parti- 
cularly in  its  literai-y  department.  The  latter  was  suddenly 
called  away  to  his  reward,  by  that  awful  visitation  which  now 
swept  tlirough  the  land,  the  cholera, 

Tu  supply  the  place  of  the  late  Mr.  Greenfield,  the  Com- 
mittee had  this  year  the  satisfaction  of  obtaining  the  services 
of  the  Rev.  L  Juwett,  rector  of  Silk  Willougbhy,  Uncolnshire, 
as  Superintendent  of  the  Translating  and  Editorial  Dcpaitmcnt. 
For  a  sliort  time,  also,  Mr.  John  Hatteraley  was  engaged 
under  Mr,  Jowett,  in  the  same  department,  with  speeia!  refe- 
rence to  the  Berber  language.  An  addition  was  inade  to  the 
Domestic  Agency,  by  the  appointment  of  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Brooke,  rector  of  Wistaston,  Cheshire  ;  and  aiTangeinents  were 
planned  with  a  view  more  fully  to  keep  up,  to  interest,  and 
extend,  the  Anniversary  Meetings  of  tJie  Auxiliaries,  by  increas- 
ing the  number  of  occasional  and  gratuitous  deputations*  Several 
ministers  and  other  geiitJemen  were  now  induced  to  otf'er  their 
services  for  this  workj  in  addition  to  those  who  had  previously 
been  thus  occupied.  It  had  Iwen  found  that,  from  the  want 
of  such  deputations,  many  injurious  effects  had  arisen,  and 
that  nut  of  2000  Societies  wliich  ought  to  have  held  Annual 
Meetings,  1400  had  omitted  to  do  so. 

The  grants  of  Scriptures  made  this  year  to  Ireland  were 
very  considerable :  these  included  60(X)  to  the  Hiberuiaii 
Bible  Society,  20,000  to  the  Hibernian  School  Society, 
?2,oOO  to  the  Sunday  School  Society  for  Irehuid, 

The  yeai*  lB:i3,  witnessed  the  advancement  of  the  Society 
to  an  increased  state  of  efficiency,  notwithstanding  that  many 
causes  were  in  operation  which  tended  to  produce  a  con- 
trary effect.  A  brief  appeal  for  increased  liberality,  issued 
at  the  commencement  of  the  Society's  year,  was  not  without 
a  favourable  result.  The  receipts,  which  in  the  prei'eduig 
year  had  shown  a  deficiency  of  more  than  £6tKK>,  were 
tlus  year  exceeded  by  ahove  X8400.  The  plans  which  had 
Iveen  arranged  for  giving  greater  effect  to  the  Auxiliary  system 
were,  after  trial*  found  to  yield  a  larger  measure  of  success  than 
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HOME,  lifld  even  been  anticipated.  By  means  of  the  assistance  of 
Chap.  IS.  friendly  visilnrs,  soino  of  whom  insisted  nn  payinr*;  their  awn 
expenses,  and  none  of  whom  received  more  than  barely  theii' 
expenses,  nearly  200  Meetings  were  held  more  tlian  in  tlie 
pi'eceding  year.  Twenty-one  gentlemen  were  thus  engaged 
for  the  Society.  This  system  of  gratuitous  frkmdly  aid  has 
been  continued  ever  since,  and,  in  later  years,  has  been  greatly 
extended,  much  to  the  benefit  of  the  canse. 

IJut  while  the  Society  was  thus  sustained  and  carried  for- 
ward in  its  general  work.  It  again  received  some  very  solemn 
and  admonitory  lessons  as  to  the  instability  and  tmcertainty 
of  those  human  helps  and  acjenclos  with  which  it  had  been 
supplied,  and  by  whicli  it  had  been  distinguished.  In  tlie 
snmmer  of  1833,  died  William  Williorforee,  Esq^.,  one  of  the 
Vice-Presidents  of  the  Society,  and  one  of  its  earliest,  most 
constant,  and  most  active  friends.  In  a  memorial  drawn  np 
on  the  occasion,  the  Committee  thus  speak  of  his  attachment 
to  the  Society,  and  the  services  he  rendered  to  it. 

"The  Committee  cannot  record  npon  their  Minutes  the  loss 
of  their  late  Vice-President,  William  Wilbei-force,  witliout 
claiming  their  share  in  the  genera!  expression  of  mourning 
occasioned  by  his  decease.  No  individual,  not  called  upon 
to  conduct  the  councils  of  nations,  baa,  perhaps,  for  centuries 
p^t,  so  much  impressed  tns  own  views  on  public  opinion, 
or  exercised  so  great  an  influence  on  the  destinies  of  mankind; 
— no  man  ever  consecrated  eminent  talents  with  more  dis- 
interested zeal  and  mare  unrcinittitip  perseverance  to  the  glory 
of  God  and  the  welfare  of  his  fellow- creatures,  For  nearly 
half  a.  century,  fi-ou!  his  first  entrance  upon  public  life,  amidst 
increasinf;  bodily  uifirniilics,  wiiich  yet  never  subdued  the 
vigour  of  his  mind  nor  damped  the  cheerfulness  of  his  spirit, 
he  was  preserved  as  a  central  point,  to  which  a  great  body 
of  the  friends  of  religion  turned  their  eyes;  and  he  was  at  hist 
called  away,  when  that  great  object  to  which  his  lite  luid  betjii 
moi-e  especially  devoted — the  extinction  of  slavery — was  on 
the  eve  of  its  accomplishment, 

"His  religion  was  eminently  the  religion  of  the  heart,  and 
diffused  its  influence  over  all  the  details  of  his  domestic  nswell 
as  public  life;    and  the  extent  of  bis  munificence  not  only 


BtttTISlI  AND  FOREIGN  BIBLE  SOCIETY, 


141 


rcfit'Iietl  tlia  lull  boiiiids  of  his  t'ortuiif,  but  was  scarcely 
resti'iuned.  witliiii  the  limits  vi'  prudence. 

"  It  is  not,  howfvcr,  for  the  Committee  to  review  liia  general 
carcei'^  of  piety  and  usefulness,  or  to  hold  up  his  example 
to  iKJStwity:  it  behoves  them  rather  to  bear  him  in  affectionate 
remembrance,  as  one  of  the  earliest,  most  constant,  and  active 
friends  of  the  Brittsh  and  Foreign  BIblo  Society. 

"  He  saw  from  the  first  the  simplicity  and  importance  of  ita 
object;  for  no  man  more  warmly  entered  into  the  spirit  of  the 
Bible:  he  approved  its  comprehensive  principles;  for  no  man 
more  readily  embraced  all  whom  he  believed  to  love  the  Lord 
Jciius  CliriHt  in  sincerity:  he  delighted  in  its  extended  operations; 
for  he  waSj  in  tlie  largest  sense,  the  friend  of  mankind:  and  ho 
seizeil  every  opportunity  of  pleadiJig  its  cause^  with  iLat  per- 
suasive eloquence  to  which  none  could  listen  without  delight." 

The  almost  unrivalled  eminence  held  in  his  countiy'a  liistory 
by  Mr.  Wilberforce  as  a  Christian  philanthropist  and  states- 
man, Ilia  catholicity  of  spirit,  and  the  wiirm  and  unqualified 
attachment  be  invariably  evinced  for  the  Bib^e  Society — for 
its  constitution  no  less  than  ita  object — demanil  that  we  should 
not  part  with  his  name  from  the  ranks  of  its  living  supporters, 
without  incorporating  in  this  history  some  further  memorial 
of  those  bursts  of  chastened  eluquence,  fraught  with  devout 
feeling  and  a  wisdom  without  ai*t,  wbich  were  wont,  year  after 
year,  to  lend  ao  much  interest  and  delight  to  the  Meetings 
of  the  Society.  One  such  extract  we  have  already  given  from 
Mr.  Wilberforce's  speech  on  the  Society's  ITiftetnth  Anni- 
versary. We  give  the  following  from  two  of  his  latest  speeches 
at  tlie  annual  meetings;  the  first  delivered  in  1829,  and  the 
next  in  1830,  when  he  made  his  lust  appearance  on  tho 
platform,  surrounded  by  many  of  his  surviving  associates  at 
the  formation  ol  the  Society,  and  by  a  still  greater  number  of 
the  second  generation  of  those  of  his  own  rank,  who  had 
enlisited  themselves  amongst  the  Society's  supporters.  It  will 
be  seen  that  the  same  feelings  of  attadnnent  to  evangelical 
truth,  and  of  cordial  affection  to  the  pions  of  all  denominations^ 
animated  his  last  years,  iis  had  marked  his  whole  career. 

On  theTwenty-fifth  Anniversary  of  the  Society,  Mr.  Wilber- 
forcc  spoke  as  foUowa: — 
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HOM£.  "NotwJtlistandjTig  the  numemu?  and  deeply-interesting 
CBtp,lx.  anpcdotra  and  detaila  ivliirh  have  been  stated  to  us  bv  the  pre- 
1M3  ceding  spt^akers,  my  mind  {perhaps  naturally  from  my  time  of 
life)  has  been  led  to  lotnk  back,  and,  as  it  were,  lives  in  the  past. 
You  will,  therefore,  probably  pnrdon  rae  for  recun'ino;  to  t^ie 
origin  of  this  Society;  and,  rccollerting  the  various  feelinfis  with 
whicli  I  thought  of  it  at  first,  I  caimot  now  but  look  back 
with  ronthiually-accnniuhitinr^  joy  on  the  anccess  it  has 
esperienced  and  the  sufFrages  it  Iiag  received:  it  was  a  feeble 
plant  at  first,  and  experienced  some  chilling  influences  of 
calamity,  calculated  to  nip  it  in  the  bud;  hut  there  were  some 
circumstances  whieh  induced  mc  to  tblnk  favourably  of  it, 
nnd  to  expect  the  blessing  of  God  npon  it.  My  knowledge 
that  the  individuals  who  entered  upon  it  did  it  with  the 
siraplirity  of  tiiie  Chriatians,  gave  me  reason  to  hoj>c  that 
it  wonldj  as  has  been  well  observed,  take  a  deep  nnd  firm 
root,  and  spread  its  branch^  wide;  and  I  ha^'o  not  been  dis- 
appointed in  my  expectation.  In  the  humble  support  wtiicli 
I  have  endeavoured  to  render  it,  there  is  one  constderatiim, 
whicli  has  had  peculiar  weight  with  me,  and  recommended  it 
strongly  to  my  ho]>e  as  to  the  result.  In  ninst  of  the  operations 
of  man,  till  the  entire  work  be  completed,  no  good  can  be 
aceoinplishod:  it  is  only  by  the  operation  of  the  whole  machine, 
and  after  the  lapse  of  considerable  time  rnu!  labour,  that  any 
gveat  result  can  be  exjieeted.  But  here  I  know  the  case 
is  very  different.  However  small  might  be  the  sphere  of  our 
operations,  we  were  engaged  in  a  work  that  could  not 
disappoint  us;  and  the  smallest  operation  must  be  beneficial 
to  tlie  cause  of  truth,  and  to  the  interests  of  religion.  I  saw, 
that  where  the  efforts  of  this  Society  were  to  be  extended. 
It  was  a  sort  of  natural  wilderness,  in  which  the  weeds  of 
human  nature  were  growing,  and  bidding  fair  to  choke  the 
seed.  But  I  knew,  that  where  the  good  seed  was  sown,  the 
effect  of  it  would  be  to  introduce  a  better  vegetation;  and 
we  should  have  the  gratification  of  seeing  one  blade  spring 
up  here,  and  another  there;  till  at  length  it  should  overcome 
every  difficulty,  and  the  whole  scene  should  be  rhnnged  from 
barrenness  to  beatity,  and  all  around  should  rejoice  and  blossom 
as  the  rose.      Every  succeeding  Anniversary  has  been   the 


nrilTISlI  AND  FOUHIGN  TiIIlF<E  SOCIKTV. 


143 


1 1133. 


nieitns  of  hupri-ssin^  my  iiiiiul  more  aiicl  more  with  the  HOMEL, 
t'liicicncv  of  this  Institution,  and  inspiring  tliankfulncas  to  God  QhjJ^  IX. 
for  having  pormilted  me  to  tate  any  part  in  it.  We  cannot 
have  ivitnessed  ifs  Anniversaries,  nnd  esppcinlly  this  Anni- 
versary, without  noticing,  that  though  it  might  Iiave  been 
sii|>(xised  that  its  various  supporters  wouhl  have  exhausted 
every  combination  ot"  circumstance  and  imagination,  jet  at 
every  Anniversary  fresh  interest  is  excited.  Every  year 
brings  forward  additional  matters  of  fact;  and  arguments 
are  ur^ctl,  and  ilhistralions  are  supplied,  which  were  not 
thought  of  before.  Tiila  is  not  a  figure  of  speech,  but  a 
downright  fiict;  and  hence  it  fs,  that  these  AnniverBarios  have 
a  peculiar  effect  in  warmhig  those  who  come  from  a  great 
iUstance-  Here  they  come,  as  it  were,  close  to  the  Sun  again; 
and  getting  heat,  and  light,  and  life,  they  go  back  to  com- 
niuiJcate  them  in  their  respective  spheres.  And  these  Anni- 
versaries cannot  but  ha^  e  a  tendency  to  make  a  man,  who  has 
attended  tliem,  put  this  question  to  himself:  'Have  I  duly 
estimated  the  value  of  this  treasure,  which  I  have  all  my  life 
possessed,  and  wliioh  such  a  vast  multitude  of  Christians  are 
endeavouring  to  circulate  throughout  tiie  world?  Ought  I 
not  to  be  more  and  more  conscious  of  the  cause  that  1  have  to 
lift,  up  my  heart  witli  j^ratitude  to  God  that  I  have  had  that 
blessed  Bookj  which  I  now  find  is  worth  the  business  of  a 
whole  nadon  to  distribute?'  To  myself  it  has  I>een  an  hmn- 
bling  consideration  tliat  1  have  not  duly  valued,  however 
highly  I  may  have  valued,  that  blessed  Book,  when  I  see  such 
multitudes  come  forward  to  place  their  highest  earthly  hopes 
upon  sending  it  to  the  world  at  Inrjje. 

"It  gives  additional  value  to  this  Institution,  that  the  more 
religion  is  communicated  through  the  medium  of  the  Bible, 
the  more  it  will  he  of  that  pure  and  sacred  and  wholesorao 
kind  which  will  always  produce  its  good  effects,  without  any 
mistiire  of  the  evil,  almost  necessarily  conununicated  in  any 
other  fonn.  The  religion  of  the  Bible  is  adapted  to  all  the 
wants,  and  weaknesses,  and  errora  of  man.  Here  I  cannot  hut 
observe,  that  there  is  nothing  more  extraortUnary,  considering 
the  degi'ecs  in  which  the  Almighty  sheds  Ins  Ixjunties  ujton 
the  earth,  tlian  that,  whenever  man  makes  a  religion  for  him- 
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self.  He  is  always  opt  to  make  it  of  a  kind  wliicli  should  render 
it  necessary  for  Iiim  to  martify  and  injure  himself;  like  that 
poor  man  alluded  to,  wlm  was  HjTng  on  spikes,  while  there 
were  spikes  in  his  sandiils.  It  is  astonishing,  that  in  all  the 
systems  of  natural  relij^ioii  which  men  make  for  themselves, 
they  seem  aa  if  they  tliought  God  envied  man  the  happiness 
he  enjoyed:  whereas  the  Holy  Scriptures  tell  us  that  God 
is  love;  and  that  man  will  please  God  best,  by  accepting  the 
mercy  offered  to  him  through  a  Redeemer,  hy  endeavouring 
to  hecome  happy,  by  becoming  holy,  and  by  receiving  those 
holy  operations  of  the  Spirit  of  Gad  which  will  he  gracioLisIj 
afforded  to  him.  Bat  there  is  often  a  danger,  if  people  do  not 
habituate  themselves  to  the  study  of  the  Scriptures,  lest  they 
should  lose  s.ij;;ht  of  the  chief  peculiarity  of  the  Scriptures,  and 
lest,  instead  of  feeding  upon  those  blessed  ti'^uths  which  they 
contain,  and  wlilch  are  duslgned  to  make  the  heart  fit  fur 
heaven,  they  sliould  rest  In  a  way  in  which  they  may  be 
useful  to  their  fellow-creatures,  without  inculcating  the  spirit 
of  religion  upon  themselves.  We  think  that  religion  consists 
more  in  acts  to  be  done,  than  in  habits  and  characters  to  ha 
formed.  But  though  religion  tells  us  to  be  useful  to  mankind, 
and  to  employ  ourselves  in  labours  of  beneficence;  yet  man's 
great  business  is,  throi:igh  the  mercy  of  the  Redeemer  and  the 
agency  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  to  have  that  character  formed 
within  him,  which  will  fit  hlin  to  be  the  inhabitant  of  a  better 
world,  and  to  behold  the  face  of  God.  The  more,  therefore, 
the  Holy  Scriptui'es  urc  studied,  the  more  will  their  essential 
tnitliB  bL*  likely  to  sink  hito  the  mind,  and  to  produce  their 
just  unpreasion.  For,  with  all  the  deep  conviction  which  I 
entertain,  that  these  Institutions  are  in  tbemsL-Ives  useful, 
I  cannot  hut  feel  that  there  h  a  tendency  in  that  machinery, 
by  which  we  cairy  on  our  purposes,  to  distract  oiu*  minds,  and 
to  prevent  our  remembering,  that  the  great  benefit  of  Religious 
Institutions  is  to  be  found,  not  when  we  are  met  together,  and 
are  animating  one  another  in  the  great  cause  of  Cliristian  love 
and  charity,  which  we  assemble  to  su[iport,  hut  when  we  retire 
to  our  closets  to  humble  ourselves  betbre  God,  and  when  those 
lessons  of  animating  hnjtc,  which  we  are  to  derive  from  the 
Scriptures,  have  their  proper  influence  upon  us.** 
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We  iidd  an  extract  from  his  last  speech  Jclivcrcitl  at  the 
Annual  Meiting,  May  1830. 

"I  rise,  Mj  Lurd,  wjtli  peculiar  satisfactirtii,  to  second  the 
motion*  which  lias  just  heen  made  by  raj  Right  Rev.  Friend. 
Tliere  is  a  sort  of  propriety  iii  its  being  given  to  one  who  has 
known  the  Society  from  its  coranienceinent;  who  welcomed 
its  birth,  as  the  dawn  of  that  most  auspicious  day  which  waa 
to  diffuse  the  liglit  of  Cliristian  trutli  fui-tlier  and  furtlier,  and 
has  already  extended  it  to  almost  every  accessible  region. 
There  is  one  part  of  the  motion  which  particularly  Interested 
and  gratified  my  mind — (he  Society  s  comtection  tek/t  kindred 
Instittdions  in  the  four  quarters  of  the  world.  It  was  the 
originnl  ^lory  of  this  Society,  that  it  diaclnimod  all  those 
divisions  which  had  too  long  existed  among  individual  ClirJs- 
tiAtifl  who  entertained  the  same  grand  views  of  their  duty; 
and  called  upon  all  around  to  unite  in  giving  the  Scriptures, 
and  to  form  one  grand  Association,  ttiat  should  concur  in  this 
importjmt  work.  It  designates  all  the  different  Societies,  which 
have  been  since  established,  kindred  Societies,-  and  rejoices 
m  their 'i]i(rccs3t  no  less  than  in  its  own.  Here  we  lose  sight  of 
those  subordinate  distinctions  wliich  mark  this  lower  world. 

'•  If  any  one^  when  this  Society  began  its  labours,  had  only 
looked  forward,  and  considered  what  was  likely  to  be  the  extent 
to  which  its  operations  might  be  carried,  how  little  could  he 
have  anticipated  such  a  result  as  we  are  permitted  to  witness! 
When  Galileo  first  discovered  the  telescojie,  and  directed 
it  to  the  hDa\ens,  he  was  astonished  at  the  now  worlds 
which  were  breaking  on  hia  view  in  every  direction,  We  may 
now  look  through  this  telescope  of  the  Bible  Society;  and 
wherever  we  look,  we  discover  some  fresh  Society,  the  source 
of  light,  and  life,  and  warmth,  and  blessing.  We  cannot  but 
wonder  that  this  Institution  was  not  at  work  before,  when  we 
consider  the  extent  of  its  magnitude  and  success.     Some  stars 
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*  "Thnljiipon  a  review  of  the  proceedings  of  thii»  Institutjfjn,  in  coonec- 
tion  with  those  of  kindred  SMietiea  in  the  Four  Quan*rB  of  the  Wurld 
during  the  past  year,  this  Meeting  would  agtilti  devoutly  ut  know  ledge 
the  gmdous  hand  of  Almijjhty  God,  ns.  mmii/csted  in  tli?  hle^aing^  wliich 
have  attended  th^m,  nnd  conuDead  to  His  merciful  direction  uid  favour 
tli^ir  future  Inhour?.'* 

T. 
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HOME,    are  said  to  be  so  distant,  timt  thelv  llglit  is  only  just  come  to" 
Chai'.  TX.  out  earth.     It  is  certain,  that  till  within  tht'se  tew  yeai'S  the 
Hglit  of  the  Scriptures  had  been  withheld  from  many  remote 
countries,  which  it  is  now  heginning^  to  visit. 
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"  I  trust  we  shall  ever  remember  that  our  success  must 
depipnd  altogether  upon  that  Great  Beinp;  wliose  woi^l  we  are 
now  eifcidatin^.  And  how  can  v^g  cngatje  in  any  labom's 
more  truly  woitliy  to  be  called  laboiu^s  of  love ;  or  in  which 
we  should  engage  with  greater  ardour  and  hope,  when  we 
remeraber  that  we  have  the  promise  of  that  God  who  cannot 
lie,  to  encourage  us  wtiile  we  are  carrying  on  His  work. 
What  attention,  what  admiration,  would  be  excited  were  we 
to  keep  distinctly  in  view  the  sublime  contents  of  the  Scrip- 
tures I  In  them  we  are  provided  with  a  volume  which  makes 
UB  acquainted  with  the  attributes  of  that  Beirg  on  whom  we 
depend;  aiid  shows  \\s  the  way  in  which  a  poor  guilty 
ainnei"  may  be  made  a  partaker  of  mercy  here,  and  enjoy  here- 
after a  world  of  glory:  moreover,  we  have  the  means  of  cir- 
culating through  the  world  those  blessed  tidings  of  joy  and 
salvation.     Can  we  be  engaged  in  a  service  more  glorious? 

"It  is,  I  hope,  unnecessary  for  me  to  make  an  excnso  foi' 
lingering,  at  my  time  of  life,  round  a  Society  like  this — in 
itself  so  excellentj  and  to  nie  productive  of  ^o  much  delight* 
I  hope,  My  Loi'd,  that  it  will  be  long  l*fore  your  bodily 
infirmities  will  render  it  necessary  for  you  to  withdraw  from 
the  scenes  of  active  life.  You  will  not,  I  feel  assured,  retlrp 
from  the  society  of  Politicians  witii  so  great  pain  as  you  will 
experience  when  you  cease  to  take  part  in  the  proceedings  of 
this^  Society :  for  though  we  may  meau  to  do  our  best  for  the 
welfare  of  onr  country,  we  cannot  but  confess,  that,  when  we 
have  formed  our  achemes  with  the  greatest  care,  wehaveoften 
found  ourselves  disappointed.  But  here  it  is  not  sn:  here 
we  can  proceed  with  firm,  confidence:  here  we  have  divine 
wisdom  to  gnide  ns,  and  God's  bTessing-=-which  shall  more 
than  reward  all  those  who  labour  in  tbo  cause  of  our  Society. 
It  is  therefore  that  I  linger  in  it;  and  would  with  the  last 
breath  I  can  use,  say.  May  God  bless  this  Society,  and  make 
it  a  blessing  to  the  whole  earth  I** 
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In  tlie  niitumii  of  the  same  yeai',  \B^'i,  it  pleased  Gotl  to  nOMF.. 
subject  the  SociPty  to  a  still  heavier  liereavement,  because  cbapTiX. 
one  more  intimntcly  a^ec-ting  the  secret  springs  snA  praetical 
working  of  tJie  Irstitution  ;  this  was  tbe  removal,  by  death, 
of  the  Kev.  Joseph  Hughes,  who  had  been,  from  the  very  h**ii  j 
commeneeraent,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Societv.  "To  Hufrlies. 
him,"  as  the  Committee  emphatirally  state,  "belonged,  in  '^^^'  *" 
an  eminent  degree,  the  character  of  its  Founder  i^  no 
mean  honour  to  be  attached  to  the  name  of  any  man.  The 
part  which  lie  took  in  the  fbnnatioii  of  the  Society  has  been 
alreatiy  explained.  His  subsequent  labours  on  its  belialf  it 
would  not  be  easy  either  to  number  up  or  to  estimate.  He 
brought  to  the  service  of  the  Society  no  small  amount  of 
talent,  and  of  mental  culture^  combined  with  a  sound  Judg- 
ment, a  dtsiTiminating  tastCj  a  truly  catholic  spirit,  and  a 
heart  glowing  with  benevolence.  He  wat<;hed  over  its 
interests  with  an  enlightened  jealousy,  and  sought  its 
welfare  with  the  zeal  of  a  self-saerifieing,  vet  ever  unosten- 
tatious consecration.  The  Memorial  adopted  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  occasion  of  his  deccaaej  records  their  sense  of 
the  very  eminent  services  rendered  by  him  to  tlic  Bible 
caase,  and,  at  the  same  time,  bears  &  pleasing  testimony 
to  his  truly  catholic  spirit  and  consistency  of  Christiaji 
character.  When  it  is  added,  that  an  interesting  memoir 
of  this  devoted  servant  of  the  Society,  and  faithful  minister 
of  the  Gospel,  was  drawn  up  and  published  by  his  friend, 
the  Rev,  John  Leifchild,  D,D.,  there  will  be  seen  to  he 
the  less  necessity,  however  grateftil  the  task  nu'ght  have  been, 
for  enlarging  here  on  his  life  and  character  and  labours. 
His  name,  endeared,  on  many  accounts,  to  all  that  knew  him, 
will  chiefly  go  down  to  posterity  in  honourable  and  closest 
connection  with  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,* 

The  fuUowing  is  the  Memorial  adopted  by  the  Committee 
on  the  occasion  ; — 

"  In  preparing  a  grateful  Memorial  to  their  departed  Secre- 

r,  the  Rev.  Joseph   Hughes,  the  Committee  cannot  but 

Mr,  Ilug-hies  was  also  known  as  Paator  of  thi?  Buptist  Clmrch  nt 
Batteraeu,  and  \f[is  one  of  the  Secretfljiee  of  the  Religioiis  Tmct  Society, 
from  its  Ln^titul^on  till  the  perioJ  of  bia  death. 
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testify  how  much  he  was  beloved  and  rtisi>t;uEeJ  Ijy  their  whole 
body ;  botli  by  those  who  wefe  acquainted  with  him  during 
the  entire  course  of  the  Society's  existence,,  and  by  those  vvho 
have  only  known  him  of  laEe.  In  this  feeling  the  Committee 
helJBvia  that  tlliey  are  joined  by  all  the  friends  of  the  Sociel>'. 
However  auy  might  be  exalted  ui  rank,  whether  in  Cliurcli 
or  State — however  any  might  seriously  differ  frora  him  in 
subordinate  points— a]l  were  agreed  to  reverence  and  love  an 
individual  in  whom  so  many  excellencies  appeared. 

'*  To  hinij  as  the  Committee  have  much  pleasure  in  recording, 
belonged,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  character  of  a  Founder  of 
the  Society ;  and  in  lnni  they  desire  to  adore  the  manifold 
wisdom  and  goodness  of  God,  which  were  ao  evidently  dis- 
played, when,  the  idea  having  been  originated  of  a  Bible 
Society  for  Wales,  the  thoughts  followed  in  quick  succession 
in  Mr.  Hughes's  mind — '  Why  not  a  Bible  Societ}'  for  the 
kingdom? — why  not  for  the  world  ?'  While  grateful  science 
will  ever  admire  the  hand  of  God  in  the  falling  apple  that 
opened  to  the  mind  of  Newton  a  train  of  thought  which  has 
astonished  the  world,  why  should  not  the  friends  of  religion 
thankfully  acknowledge  the  same  Imnd,  which,  from  sugges- 
tions go  simple,  has  educed  results  aft'ecting  the  eternal  welfare 
of  the  entire  family  of  man — to  name  no  more  than  the  circu- 
lation of  eight  millions  of  copies  of  Holy  Scripture? 

*'  Not  less  observable,  the  Committee  behevc,  are  the  g<Kid- 
nesa  and  power  of  God  in  eminently  qualifying  their  lat« 
Associate  for  maturing  the  plan  which  he  had  been  so  instm- 
niental  in  originating.  By  his  pen,  as  well  as  in  conversation, 
he  developed  that  plan  witli  such  Bingular  felicity,  that  many 
who  regarded  it,  in  the  outset,  as  altogether  chimerical  (and 
among  such,  the  Rev.  John  Owen  was  at  ftrst  numbered), 
became  afterwards  its  warmest  admirers  and  firmest  sup- 
porters. 

"  Much  ton,  in  after  times,  did  Mr.  Hughes  contribute,  by 
hiB  intelligence  and  piety ^^  conibined  with  no  ordinary  degree 
of  suavity  and  mildness,  to  preserve  in  tlie  councils  of  the 
Committee  a  large  measure  of  kindly  and  hunnonious  feeling, 

**  When  it  became  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Society's  plan,  by  the  formation  of  Auxiliaries, 
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Brjiicti  Societies,  and  Assoc iatlous,  that  Representatives  from    HOME. 
London  should   visit  the   Coiuniiltees^  and    asBist   iii    Public  cuap.  IX. 
Meetings  held  in  the  country,  the  presence  of  their  late  friend        — 
was  always  most  at^coptable ;  add  his  appeals^  frequently  dis- 
tinguished   by  eloijuence    at  once    chaate    and    fervid,  were  i*"*^  '"Vm- 
liatened  to  with  delight ;  and  often  woa  the  opponent,  decided  queat  wsr- 
the  waverer,  and  confirmed  the  friend.     Calletl,  in  the  course  *'°"" 
of  the^o  visits,  to  nilugle  in  the  private  circles  of  tlie  Society's 
friends,  it  is  not  too  raucli  to  atiirui,  that  when  he  was  once 
known  lie  could  not   ensily,  if  ever,  be   forgotten.     While 
adverting  to  this  paint,  the  Committee  may  truly  add,  that  ho 
was  iu  journeyings  oft — that  by  night  and  by  day,  to  the  very 
last,  he  was  i-eady  to  serve  the  Society,  which  he  loved  with 
intense  and  unabated  affectlan. 

"  In  the  recent  question  regarding  the  constitution  of  the 
Society,  hia  s^ympathies  and  exertions  were  largely  called 
forth.  In  coimnan  with  many  others,  he  apprehended  danger 
from  the  ctiaiigea  proposed  i  while  in  the  past  history  of  the 
Society  he  had  seen  nothing  to  demand  their  adoption,  but 
much  that  appeared  to  claim  for  the  original  simplicity  of  the 
plan  a  continuance  of  that  approbation  bestowed  upon  it  by  itA 
early  friends.  In  all  his  conduct  connected  with  this  discus- 
sion, the  same  mildness,  the  same  freedom  frotn  asperity, 
shone  conspicuous ;  and  safely  may  theii  late  friend  be  held 
up  as  a  pattern  wortliy  of  imitation,  whenever  controversy 
shall  have  become  unavoidable. 

*'  While  he  rejoiced  in  the  prospects  opening  before  the 
Church  of  Clirjst,  of  the  dawn  of  that  day  when  all  nations 
whom  God  hath  made  shall  come  and  worsliip  befthre  Him — 
while  he  rejoiced  no  less  in  that  laborious  part  which  he  was 
himself  called  upon  to  sustain  in  operations  all  tending  to  so 
glorious  a  consummation — the  Committee  gratefully  testify 
their  belief,  that  Mr,  Hughes'?  mind  was  never  diverted  from 
the  habits  of  personal  religion  by  ihe  glowing  anticipations  m 
which  be  indulged,  nor  yet  by  the  mnUipUcity  of  his  labours; 
but  that  he  caught  the  spirit  of  the  prophetic  Psalmist  just 
cjuoted]  who  unites  with  his  glowiiig  visions  of  the  future 
earnest  supplications  and  resolves  on  his  own  hmncdiate  behalf, 
*  Teach  me  thy  way,  O  Lord!    I  will  walk   hi  thy  truth. 
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Unite  my  heart  to  fear  tliy  name  P  was  the  language  of  their 
friencl^s  hejut:  it  was  the  hmj;ua"e  also  of  Jils  llil*. 

"  WEiile  the  Committee  deeply  deplore  the  loss  sustmnedj 
not  only  by  tliemselvcs,  but  by  the  Society  at  large,  and,  they 
may  add,  by  the  whole  Christian  commimity,  they  cannot  but 
take  couifoi't,  from  the  assuiance  they  have  recetved,  that 
those  cousolations  revealed  in  the  aacrcd  Toluuie,  and  tlie 
knowledge  ofwliich  Mr.  Hughes  had  so  widely  assisted  in 
spreading,  Wert:  gi'aciously  vouchsafed  to  himself  in  the  hour  of 
trial ;  enabling  him  to  glority  God  by  the  esercise  of  patience 
and  resignation  in  the  niidat  of  intense  sufferings,  and  to  re- 
joice in  a  good  hope  throii<fb  grace — a  hope  full  of  immortality. 

"The  Committee  conclude  their  Memorial  by  transcribing  a 
passage  from  a  beautiful  Letter  recently  addressed  to  thom  by 
their  late  Secretary,  tendering  tlie  resignation  of  his  oftice,  on 
finding  himself  no  longer  able  to  fulfil  its  duties.  They  would 
accompany  the  transcript  with  the  expression  of  an  earnest 
hope  that  all  the  friends  of  tlie  Society,  while  engaged  in 
helping  forward  its  glorious  work,  may  so  receive  the  truth  as 
it  is  in  Jeaus,  and  so  love  that  truth,  that,  when  plaeed  in 
similar  circumstances,  they  may  be  enabled  to  bear  a  similar 
testimony, 

"  '  The  office  has,  I  believe,  greatly  heljjed  me  in  the  way 
to  heaven.  But  now  my  Great  Lord  seems  to  say,  I  have 
dissolveii  the  commission — thy  work  in  tliis  department  is 
done :  yield  cheerfully  to  my  purpose,  and  prepare  to  enter 
those  blessed  abodes  where  the  Iaboiu*s  of  the  Bible  Society 
shall  reveal  a  more  glorious  consummation  than  the  fondest 
bo]}e  had  anticipated.' " 

In  the  course  of  the  same  year,  1833,  the  author  of  the 
present  work,  at  that  time  minister  of  the  Dissenting  Congre- 
gation at  Claphom)  was  apj^Ktinted.  to  succeed  Mr.  Uiighes,  as 
Secretary. 

Before  the  Society^s  current  year  was  closed,  it  was  called 
to  sustain  another  heavy  and  afilictive  loss,  by  the  death  of  its 
noble  and  venerable  President,  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Telgu- 
mouth,  on  tlie  14th  of  February  IH34.  The  tribute  of 
gi-ateful  res^tect  to  Ins  Lordship's  memory  which  the  Com- 
mittee adopted^  tuid  which  is  given  in  full  below,  will  best 
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enable  the  IqCi-t  friends  of  the  SociL'ty  to  appreciate  the  sin-    HOME, 
giilur  lavoiu- of  God,  in  giving  to  the  Institution   for  its  first  cbapTiX. 
President,  one  so  eminentJy  qualified  to  head  its  unportant        — 
movement  in  a  path  hitherto  uiiti'oddi'i],aiid  togiiide  and  encou- 
rage wid  I'ccommend  its  wide-spread  scheme  of  benevolence. 

Indeed,  the  same  maj  be  said  of  each  of  those  honoured 
men  who  first  held  office  iti  llie  Society  ns  President,  Treasurer, 
or  Secretaries,  none  of  whose  names  were  now  any  longei* 
to  appear  on  the  title-page  of  the  Society*3  rccoi'ds.  They 
were  men,  it  is  generally  admitted,  eminently  fitted  for  the 
work  assigned  them ;  and  by  giving  them  to  the  Society  in  ita 
infancy,  and  continuing,  somu  of  them,  so  long  to  watch  over 
and  subserve  its  interests,  the  adorable  Head  of  the  Chureli 
seemed  to  impress  on  tlie  Institution  the  sanction  of  His  own 
approval. 

The  vacant  office  of  President  was,  by  the  unanimous  and  tua  Riglit 
s(io]it;kneoua  act  of  tine  Committee,  filled  up  by  the  appoint-   j^""  ''"^'' 
nient  of  the  REglit  Hon.  Lord  Beiley,  whose  deep  interest  in   Cretiuleiit. 
alt  its  concerns,  manifestt^id,  amongst  other  ways,  in  his  public 
defence  of  the  Society,  und  bis  frequent  presence  at  ita  private 
deliberations,  naturally  [joioted  Uini  out  as  tlie  dttest  persou  to 
succeed  Ida  noble  friend. 

With  the  death  of  Lord  Tei^imouth.  closes  the  second  epoch  Tbtrtidth 
in  our  domestic  history  of  the  Society,  which  history  lias  ^"""^ 
now  embraced  a  period  of  thirty  years.  The  Thirtieth  A^inual 
Report  contains  the  grateful  record  of  tlte  Society's  manifold 
obligations  to  the  above  nobleman  who  had  so  long  presided 
over  its  interests,  and  influenced  its  councils  with  so  much 
wisdom  and  kindness ;  and,  moreover^  it  supplies  an  interesting 
review  of  this  extended  jieriod  of  tlie  Society's  operations, 
which  may  here  also  be  appropriately  inti'mluced. 

**  In  announcing  to  the  Society  at  large  the  loss  of  its 
veneniblc  and  bdoved  President,  the  Committee  feel  that  they 
discharge  a  duty-more  pbiuful  than  any  they  have  liitherto 
been  called  u]»on  to  perfurm.  \et  in  thii  moment  of  sorrow, 
lliey  cannot  torbeur  to  otfer  a  iribule  of  gratitude  to  Divhie 
Providence,  which,  from  the  beginning,  placed  Lord  Teign- 
mouth  at  the  head  of  ilic  tfocjetv*  and  has  ciuibled  liliu  to 
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preside  over  it  for  a  period  of  thirty  years.  Hia  LordslMp''& 
rank  and  station  in  the  world  were  uf  no  small  importance  to 
the  Institution,  especially  during  the  weiikness  of  its  inffuicy  : 
but  tiiese  were  always  of  small  account,  when  compared  with  the 
f^uatities  of  hia  mind  and  heart.  He  unit;.fj  in  himself  qunlifi- 
cationa  and  talents — rai'e,  if  separately  taken,  while  it  might 
have  been  deemed  vain  to  hope  for  their  union  in  a  single  in- 
dividual. To  a  dignified  courtesy  of  manners,  becoming  the 
high  stations  which  he  had  filled,  he  added,  in  an  eminent 
degree,  tlie  simplicity  of  Christian  benevolence,  great  aagacity 
and  decision  in  forming  hia  own  judgment,  the  utmost  candour 
and  facility  In  giving  full  wtt^rht  to  the  reasonings  and  opinions 
of  others,  and  the  most  patient  attention  in  tracing  tlie  bear- 
ings, and  weighing  the  difficulties,  of  every  question. 

"For  many  years  after  tEie  formation  of  the  Society,  he  paid 
unremitting  attention  to  the  details  of  its  proceedings.  The  — 
earlier  Annual  Reports  were  wholly  written  by  himself;  an<^^^| 
tije  extensive  con-espondence,  both  foreign  and  domostic,^^ 
earned  on  for  several  years  under  his  immediate  direction, 
derived  the  greatest  advantage  from  the  purity  of  his  taste, 
and  the  perspicuity  and  elerratico  of  bis  style.  The  atluiirable 
manner  in  which  be  presided  at  the  Annual  Meetings  of  the 
Society — the  piety  and  grace  that  breathed  in  the  addresses 
delivered  by  him  on  those  occasions — the  delij,dit  whioh  ho 
visibly  felt  m  meetinjj  the  body  of  subscribers  nnd  friends» 
drawn  together  from  so  many  parts  of  the  world,  as  well  as  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  diJfering  in  so  n)any  particulars, 
but  united  in  the  one  piir^wse  of  doing  homage  to  the  God  of 
the  Bible,  hy  sending  forth  the  Saci'ed  Volume  to  all  who 
might  be  accessible  to  their  exertions;  — these  arc  points  too 
fresh  in  tlie  recollection  of  numbers  to  require  enlargement, 

*'  It  must  not  be  supposed  that,  when  declining  years  pre- 
vented bis  frequent  presence  in  the  Committee,  he  whs  hiat- 
tentivc  to  the  operations  of  the  Society.  He  still  continued  to 
exercise  a  superintendence  over  its  alTaIrs,  by  m^'ans  of  tlie 
unrestricted  iiiterconrse  with  him,  which  he  atforded  to  the 
officers  of  the  Society  ;  and  it  has  been  no  small  consolation 
to  learn,  from  those  who  enjoyed  this  intcrcoui^e,  that  lii>s 
aHVrlionate  prayers  were  continually  offered  up  on  behalf  of 
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tile  IiistUution.  Ol"  tins  fiujt,  liis  written  coHiinuiiIcations, 
moreover,  scarcely  ever  faik-d  to  givt?  them  pleasing  assu- 
rances. Ilia  patient  attention  and  accurate  judgment  never 
forsook  liim.  In  many  a  case  of  difficulty  aiiJ  diversity  of 
opinion,  lie  was  enabled  to  point  out,  by  hia  directing  counsels, 
the  coui'se  to  bo  pureed ;  while  the  acknowledged  candour 
and  impartiality  of  hia  mind  gavi?  at  all  times  a  weight  to  his 
decision^j  which  few  thouj»ht  themselves  at  hbertj  to  dispute. 

"  To  the  OrieDtal  operations  of  the  Society,  his  extensive 
knowledge  of  the  laiiguageSj  and  his  intimtiie  acc[unintanc.e 
with  the  maiinei'S  and  sentiments  of  Eastern  Nations,  were  of 
the  highBst  importance.  These  studies  he  had  long  pursued, 
with  eminent  success,  in  India,  in  conjunction  with  his  friend 
the  kte  Sir  William  Jones ;  to  whose  memory  he  has  left  a 
lasting  and  valuable  monument,  and  with  whom  he  may,  in 
fact>  be  regarded  a&  the  Founder  of  the  first  literary  associa- 
tions in  India. 

"  But  while  iiteratui'e,  la  its  vaiHous  departments,  was  in- 
deed the  recreation  of  Lord  Teignmouth''a  leisuroj  it  was  in 
sacred  literature  especially  that  he  found  his  chief  delight. 
For  all  iiis  talents  were  subordinate  to  that '  charity'  which 
'thinketk  no  evil,'  and  ^rejoiceth  in  the  truth,*  and  to  that 
piety  which  has  its  'conversation  in  he;iven.*  Accordingly, 
his  companions  were  chosen  among  tlie  moat  eminent  Chris- 
tians of  his  day;  and  the  friend  of  Porteus,  of  Barrington,  of 
Gambler,  of  Granville  Shai*pe,  of  Hannali  More,  ol'  Henry 
Thornton,  of  C'iiarlcs  Grsuit,  «]id  Wilherforce,  has  uow 
followed  them  to  their  Kest  To  the  suggestion  of  tlie  first  of 
these  eminent  characters  tlie  Society  was  indebted  for  the 
acquisition  of  his  Lordship^!^  valuable  services;  the  venerable 
Bishop  having  [wiated  him  out  to  the  late  Rev.  John  Owen, 
with  a  kind  oF  I'rovidential  and  prophetic  discernment,  ab 
'one  of  the  Subscribers,  who  would  make  an  excellent  Pre- 
biJcnt.' 

"  In  how  great  a  degree  of  veneration  the  name  of  Lord 
Teignmouth  was  held  abroad,  the  extensive  travels  of  the 
agents  of  the  Bible  Society  will  bear  ample  testimony.  Hia 
introduction  and  reconnneudatiou  ilever  failed  to  ensure  a.  kind 
and  really  attonUun,  from  many  of  ilie  most  distinguished 
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cliaiacters  of  every  country  which  tliey  visited;  and  removeJ 
many  of  the  ditHculties,  necessarily  attending  (^'specially  In 
tlieir  first  outset)  the  foreip:ii  operations  of  the  Society. 

"Such  was  the  Nohlc  Preaident  whose  loss  we  deplore  — 
such  the  bright  example  he  has  bequeathed  to  the  Society ; 
an  example',  to  which  its  future  conductors  will  ofteu  recur 
with  deli^rht  and  advantage;  for  on  all  occasionsj  but  more  espe- 
cially in  moments  of  difficulty,  doubt,  and  apprt'ht'nsion  (which 
must  be  expected  sometimes  to  occur),  the  I'eeoUectiou  of  the 
manner  in  which,  under  similar  circumstances,  Loi-d  Teign- 
mouth  felt,  counseled,  and  acted,  combined  with  an  endeavour 
to  catch  his  spirit  and  tread  in  Iiis  steps,  will  prove  ii  solace, 
and  will  tend,  under  the  Divine  blessing,  to  ensure  a  continu- 
ance of  the  Society's  real  prusperity. 

"  It  only  remains,  tlmt  your  Conunittee  briefly  advert  bo 
the  secret  springs  of  such  exalted  excellence.  While  few  men 
have  been  mure  highly  favonred  by  Divine  Provideiice,  as 
instruments  of  most  extensive  good  to  the  human  race,  few 
have  been  more  remarkable  for  the  deepest  hnmiUty  and  seTf- 
abasement  Many  luive  been  the  assurances  ottered  by  his 
Lordship  to  tlio  officers  of  the  Society,  in  their  more  rect^nt 
interviews  with  him,  that  he  was  fully  sensible  of  his  own 
utter  ujiworthiness  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  that  his  entire 
aud  Bote  hope  of  acceptance  rested  on  the  merits  of  the  atoninjj 
Saviour.  To  these  statements  he  invariably  added,  that  his 
ability  to  believe  in  that  Atonement,  as  well  as  to  do  any  good 
work,  originated  in  the  *  pi-eventing  '  and  *  furtheririj^' graco 
of  God  the  Holy  Spirit.  Animated  and  influenced  by  tlieso 
principles,  he  lived;  and  feeling  their  Hnn  support^  he  ws3 
enabled,  as  the  outward  ntan  decayed,  to  speak  with  cheerful 
confidence  of  the  solcnui  day,  which  should  remove  him  from 
time  into  eternity.  To  Inin,  Death  was  disarmed  of  his  «tiiig ; 
and  it  may  be  truly  said  uf  him,  that  he  has  fallen  asleep  in 
Jesus." 

The  com^luding  retros|)ect  of  the  Re[H>rt  Js  as  follows: — 

"Your  Committee  have  tlius  glaaicud  at  a  few  pronunent 
points  in  the  year's  Rc|iort,  They  feel,  however,  that  a  period 
ia  arrived,  when  the  Society  ought  to  derive  its  motives  for 
thankfulness  and   renewed  activity  from  a  much  loitger  fe- 
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view.  For  if  a  tew  poiiitj^  in  tlie  survey  wf  a  single  year  arc 
Stt  full  of  iutiijrest,  wimt  inuat  be  the  Retrospect  of  Thirty 
Years !  A  moment  like  tlie  present,  more  espeeiallv,  when 
you  are  afl'eetingly  reiiiiiidi^cl  tliat  '  all  flesh  is  grass '1 — when 
scarce  a  single  original  otticer  remains  I— when  It  ih  Betting 
fonvoi'd,  as  it  were,  nntjer  new  auspices  I — seems  a  suitablo 
occasion  for  reverting,  liowever  briefly,  to  the  past. 

"Let  our  tbouglits,  thexi^  go  back  to  the  moment^  when,  in 
a  3mall  apartment^  and  among  a  small  company  of  persons, 
tho  thought  was  originated,  '  Wliy  not  a  Bible  Society  for  the 
w'i>rld?*  And  then  behold  that  thought  cai'ried  out  into  ertect 
aud  reality^  to  an  extent  even  beyond  the  imagination  and  the 
hope  of  those  in  whose  breasts  it  sprung  up.  Let  us  think  of 
that  little  company,  and  tlmt  obscui'e  chamber,  and  contrast 
them  with  the  multitudes  now  assembled  in  this  magnificent 
Hall,  besiJcs  the  eountleas  thousands  througliout  tht  earthy  of 
every  tribe,  kindred,  and  tungue  under  heaven,  whose  hearts 
all  beat  with  high  and  holy  delight  m  the  one  cause  of  sending 
abroad  the  Sacred  Volume,  And  let  the  ascription  of  praise 
be  heard,  'Now  unto  Him  who'  not  only  'is  able  to  do,* 
but  has  actually  done,  *  exceediaigly  abundantly  above  all  that 
we  can  ask  or  think — unto  Him  be  glory  in  the  church  by 
Christ  JesuSj  throughout  all  ages,  world  without  end* 
Amen.  I' 

"  Let  us  look  back  to  the  fir&t  Anniversary,  let  us  inspect 
the  first  Annual  Rejmrt — a  little  thin  volume,  which  tells  us, 
indeed,  of  an  income  of  £55&2. 10s.  5d,,  but  of  no  issues 
of  the  Scriptures ;  while  the  thirtieth  brings  the  total 
of  receipts  to  £.2,050,956,  and  the  total  of  copies  issued  to 
8,549,356.  Li  its  Hrst  year  the  Stwjiety  stood  aJoue  :  in  the 
tliirticth  it  apiwars  sun'ounded  by  numerous  AuxiliarieB, 
Branches,  and  Associations ;  the  greater  part  of  which  are 
piii'suitig,  with  nntired  activity,  tlie  work  of  su[ipiying  the 
deatitute  around  them,  and  of  providing  funds  for  the  Siupply 
of  the  Scriptures  to  distant  nations.  Not  only  did  the  first 
year  exhibit  no  issues,  but  the  preparations  then  in  progress 
were  jmncipally  confined  to  the  English  and  Welsh  lan- 
gtmges;  but  the  thirtieth  tells  of  the  Scriptures  preparcil  and 
prhited  in  157  dJttcrent  languages;    in  all  of  wliich  the  work 
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—  "  In  its  Foreign  Associations,  what  a  contrast  is  the  begin- 

ning of  the  Society's  days  to  its  present  position  I  What  mul- 
titudes have  been  called  into  active  operation  (literally  and 
truly  in  the  four  quarters  of  the  world),  and  have  thanked 
God  for  the  example  set  them  by  Britain  1  If  reverses  have 
here  and  there  arisen — if  the  Russian  Bible  Society,  once  the 
admiration  of  the  world,  has  suspended  its  operations — if  diffi- 
culties have  occurred,  which  have  shaken  the  Society  itself 
to  its  centre,  and  loosened  its  connexions  with  many  of  its 
former  associates — if  mistakes  have  in  some  instances  been 
committed — if  humiliation  has  been  called  for — ^if  correction 
haa  been  administered, — yet  how  wonderfiil  still  has  been  the 
preserving  and  reviving  mercy  of  God  I  How  has  the  God 
whom  we  serve  been  better  to  us  than  all  our  fears.  The 
Society  remains,  notwithstanding  all  the  predictions  of  its 
speedy  decay — predictions,  which  not  only  the  singular  diver- 
sity inherent  in  the  component  parts  of  the  Society,  but  still 
more  the  errors  and  infirmities  of  those  to  whose  management 
the  Society's  afiairs  have  been  confided,  were  too  well  cal- 
culated to  fulfil.  The  Society  remains,  although  the  enchant- 
ments of  novelty  have  long  since  passed  away  ;  together  with 
all  that  excitement  derived  from  the  extraordinary  career  the 
Society  was  permitted  to  run,  when  princes  and  potentates, 
prelates  and  dignitaries  arose,  touched  by  an  invisible  hand, 
and  zealously  promoted  the  work.  Oh  what  cause  for  thanks- 
giving, what  ground  for  encouragement,  does  such  a  survey 
present  1  and — vast  as  the  prospects  of  future  labour  un- 
questionably are — how  does  the  retrospect  forbid  despondency, 
and  call  upon  you  to  go  on  your  way  rejoicing!" 
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CHAPTER  X. 

NEORO  EMANCIPATION,  AND  SPECIAL  FUND  ON  THE 
OCCASION. 

183*— 1835. 

Unabated  prog  r  MX  of  dw  Society  amid  chantf^s  in  itx  adtni»istration 
— Negi-0  Emancipation—Suggefiiun  of  Kev.  M.  StoiceUj  of 
g\ft  of  Sfriptrtrcs  on  the  Day  of  Freedom — Special  Meetings  for 
this  object,  and  liberal  Contributions  from  AitxUiariex — 1833, 
the  Third  Centenary  since  the  printing  of  the  Jirst  English 
Dible — Death  of  the  Bishoj)  of  Lichfeld  and  Coventry,  and 
of  R.  Phillipf,  Esq, — Aj)pointv%ait  of  Rev.  T,  Phillips  at 
Agent  for  Wales. 
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Notwithstanding  that  the  Society  was  now,  in  a  great 
measure,  found  in  other  hands  tlmn  those  whicli  liatl  oi'Iginally 
moulded  and  guided  it;  notwithstanding  that  a  generation  had 
passed  a^waj  since  it  had  cQm6  forth  invested  witli  the  charm 
of  novelty,  and  had  rapi<Uy  acquired  a  wide-spread  popularity ;  Ativiwce  of 
notwithstanding  that  after  this  it  encountered  storm  afti*r  'amids*/"'*^'^ 
storm,  by  wliich  it  had  schemed,  at  times,  tlireatened  witli  OTeat  "^Iiwcm  in 

1         ,  .A  1*        J      ■  ■II'-      f  1  '  iuAdlrini- 

detruuent,  if  not  utter  dissolution;  still  it  is  found  entering  on  strntiari: 
this  new  era  of  its  operations  with  vigour  unimpaired,  with 
projects  and  schemes  not  less  bold  and  enlarged  than  in  former 
years;  and,  in  its  subsequent  historyj,  it  will  be  seen  "en- 
larging its  cords  and  Btrengthening  its  stakes,'^  showing  that, 
in  the  accomplishing  of  any  great  and  holy  work,  human 
instrumentality  is  just  that,  and  only  that,  which  God  is 
pleased  to  mate  it,  "  who  can  work  by  many  or  by  few  ;"  by 
one  agency  no  less  than  by  another ;  by  the  "  blunted  arrow" 
as  well  as  by  the  polished  shaft :  "  not  by  might,  nor  by  power, 
but  by  my  Spirit,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts;"  and  thus  all 
the  excellency  of  the  power  is  seen  to  be  of  God  and  not  of 
men. 

The  year  of  the  Society*s  history  at  which  we  have  now 
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arrived  was  cliiefly  marked  and  mucli  signalized  liy  efforts  nn 
IwL'lmU"  of  the  eniixncipatod  N^'groes, 

Tilt!  Act  of  tlie  Legislature  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery 
throughout  the  British  Colonies,  which  was  passed  in  August 
1B.'13,  and  which  was  to  take  effect  oil  the  1st  of  August  1834, 
naturally  awakened  great  interest.  At  the  Society's  Anni- 
veraary,  in  May  1834,  the  Rev.  Hugh  Stowell,  of  Manchester, 
alluding  to  the  death  of  William  Wilberforce,  Esq..  in  cr>n- 
nection  with  the  approaching  liberation  of  the  slaves,  observed, 
"  I  should  propose  that  a  separate  fund  mijeht  he  raised,  in 
order  to  put  n  copy  of  the  word  of  God,  in  his  own  Innpia*^?, 
into  the  hand  of  every  slave;  as  I  know  of  no  boon  that  can 
so  well  comiT«nsate  hun  for  the  wrongs  he  has  sustained,  as  the 
gift  of  those  Scriptures  which  make  known  the  pearl  of  great 
price." 

■  The  suggestion  thus  thrown  out  came  early  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Committee,  and  the  following  Resolutions 
were  adopted: — 

"  That  tlie  Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bibfo 
Society  desire  to  nnita  in  the  general  feeling  of  satisfaction, 
expressed  in  so  many  quarters,  at  the  approaching  termination 
of  slavery  In  the  British  colonies. 

"  That  this  Committee,  while  they  rejoice  in  the  extension 
of  civil  freedom  to  their  fellow-tnen,  cannot  but  he  reminded  of 
that  freedam  of  which  the  Scriptures  speak,  and  on  which  the 
Scriptures  lay  so  great  a  stress  :  '  If  ye  continue  in  My  word, 
then  are  ye  My  disciples  indeed  ;  and  ye  shall  know  the  truth, 
and  the  trutli  shall  make  jou  free :'  John  ^'-iii.  31,  3.2,  *  Being 
then  made  fre«  from  sin,  ye  became  the  servants  of  righteous- 
ness:' Romans  vi.  18. 

"That  it  appears  a  religious  duty  to  embrace  so  appropriate 
a  moment  for  calling  the  attention  of  those  about  to  be  liberated 
from  earthly  bonds  to  this  heavenly  freedom  ;  and  that  to 
present,  in  an  affectionate  manner,  to  sin-h  persons,  at  the 
present  juncture,  a  copy  of  the  Scriptures,  would  be  calculated 
to  produce  beneficial  impresigions  on  their  minds. 

"That,  with  these  views,  a  copy  of  the  New  Testament, 
accompanied  by  the  book  of  Psahns,  in  a  large  type,  and  sub- 
stantially bound,  be  tendered  to  every  person  rt'ceiving  the 
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gift  of  frccilora  on  the  appvoacliing  1st  of  August,  who  can 
read;  or  whoj  thougli  not  ahle  to  read,  is  the  head  of  a  fauilly 
in  which  there  are  readers,  or  children  learning  to  read ;  such 
parties  receiving  a  recommendation  from  a  minister,  teacher, 
or  employer." 

Intelligence  of  the  design  was  speedily  conimnnicated  to  the 
Auxiliaries,  Branches,  and  Associations,  as  well  as  ara^ong  the 
various  friends  of  the  Society,  and  it  met  with  universal  ap- 
prohation.  Suhseriplions  for  this  particular  object  were  forth- 
with commencetl  in  various  forms;  S|>ecial  Meetings  -n-ero,  in 
some  instaneeSj  called;  in  others,  the  subject  was  brought  far- 
ward  at  Meetings  held  in  the  usual  course*  In  aome  places 
visits  were  made  from  house  to  house,  while  in  others  Bcnnona 
were  preached.  Collections  were  also  made  in  various  Sunday 
Schools;  the  little  children  giving  to  this  special  object  with 
the  Utmost  delight.  Several  contributions  were  received  from 
Ireland,  and  some  reraittanced  from  the  Continent,  arcora- 
panicd  with  expressions  of  lively  satisfaction  at  the  measure. 
The  contributions  for  the  purpose  amounted,  in  the  whole,  to 
£15,975*  6s,  Id.)  without  in  any  way  interfering  with  the  So- 
ciety's nsual  receipts.  We  may  add  tliat  tlie  fund,  when 
finally  closed  In  the  followingyear,  amounted  to  £16,249 .  5s,  9(1." 

This  measure  was  received  with  no  less  approbation  in  the 
West  Indies ;  and  the  most  cheerfnl  co-operation  was  proffered 
and  afforded  by  all  classes  of  peraong,  including  Goveraora  and 
other  official  persons^,  the  Clergy,  Missionaries,  proprietors, 
managers,  and,  above  all,  the  negroes  themselves. 

It  having  been  found  impracticable  to  get  the  books  for- 
warded by  August  1st,  the  happy  day  on  which  tlie  liberation 
took  place,  the  25th  of  December  was  fixed  upon  for  the 
delivery  of  the  proposed  boon,  before  which  time  the  friends 
of  the  measure  in  the  West  Indies  had  been  requested  to 
ascertain  and  transmit  the  number  of  the  persons  who  were 
able  to  read,  or  who  gave  a  fair  promise  of  being  able  to  do 
80  by  the  appointetl  day.  In  consequence  of  some  of  the  sup- 
plies, however,  not  having,  after  all,  arrived  in  time,  the  iTHcriod 
of  distribution  was  extended  to  August  1,  1835;  and  after- 
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waixls,  for  tlic  sake  of  some  of  the  coloiiits,  iiiduding  a  large 
number  of  beneficiaries,  to  August  1,  1836. 

Nearly  lOO,fKX>  copies  of  the  Now  Testament  together  with 
the  Psalms  were,  as  the  result  of  this  noble  act  of  liberality, 
sent  out  for  the  benefit  of  the  emancipated  negroes;  and  it  is 
pleasing  to  add,  througli  the  kindness  of  shipowners  and 
others,  sent  out  free  of  expense  to  the  Society,  by  which  a 
Baving  of  not  less  than  £2.50  was  effected. 

Further  particulars  relating  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
"gift  Book"  was  received;  the  pains  which,  in  many  instances, 
were  taken  by  the  poor  Negroes  to  quidify  and  entitle  them- 
selves to  obtain  tKe  gift ;  and  the  benefits  attending  or  accruing 
from  the  measure ;  will  be  given  when  the  Society's  labours 
in  the  West  Indies  come  under  more  immediate  review." 

The  above  noble  and  spL'cial  subscription  for  the  emancipated 
negroes,  together  with  a  legacy  of  £11,695,  received  fi'om  the 
Executors  of  Horatio  Cock,  Esq.,  contribnted  to  swell  the 
total  amount  of  the  receipts  of  this  j'ear  to  a  larger  sura  than 
those  of  any  preceding  one.  The  issues  of  the  year  also  ex- 
ceeded those  of  the  preceding  year  by  nearly  26O,0OU  copies, 
amounting  in  tlie  whole  to  653,604  copii-s,  and  raising  the 
total  issues,  up  to  this  period,  to  atxjve  9,000,000. 

The  work  of  the  Domestic  Agency  continued  to  be  pushed 
forward  with  considerable  energy,  and  was  this  year 
strengthened  I»y  the  api>ointment  of  Mr.  Thomas  Sanger  as 
Agent  for  London  and  ita  vicinity.  Eighty-three  new  So- 
cieties were  added  to  the  number  of  the  Auxiliaries,  Branches, 
and  Assoctatioii!?, 

Ireland  again  became  a  recipient  of  the  Society's  boimty 
to  a  more  than  ordinary  amount :  2000  Bibles,  and  3000 
Teatamctitj,  were  granted  to  the  Hibernian  Bible  Society ; 
10,000  Testaments  to  the  Loudon  Ilibemiau  School  Society; 
18,000  Bibles  and  40,000  Testaments  to  the  Sunday  School 
Society  for  Ireland ;  besides  considerable  grants  to  diflereul 
Societies,  of  the  Scriptures  in  the  L-isb  language;  and  o 000 
Irish  Testaments,  in  the  Iriah  character,  were  pat  to  press. 

•  For  nuinei'oiifl  interesting"  articles  relutive  tu  the  Negro  Fund,  Brethf 
"Monthly  Extracts"  for  the  Veaf,  and  pnrlji!ular]y  the  "SupiilemenlH" 
fur  ftevpnil  mowtha  devoted  to  this  siiet-Jnl  object. 
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Furtlier  supplies  of  tlio  Gndic  Scriptures  were  nlso  sent  for 
the  benefit  of  tiie  Uloiids  and  Higlilonds  of  Scotland,  iind  for 
Scottish  emlgrnnts. 

So  growing  wns  tlie  fcelin^  in  favour  of  the  Society,  and 
90  deep  the  interest  excited  during  the  yeav,  by  the  effort  in 
Iwhalf  of  the  Negroea,  th^t  when  the  next  Anniversary  of  the 
Society  arrived,  Uie  hirgc  room  in  Exeter  Hal]  wna  foiiiid  in* 
sufficient  to  contain  the  multitudes  Assembled,  and  a  second 
Meeting  was  held  at  the  same  time  in  the  lower  room,  at 
which  600  [lersons  were  present. 

A  striking  coincidence  occurred  this  year,  1835,  which  is 
happily  and  forcibly  alluded  to  in  the  annexed  extract  from  the 
Report : — 

"  The  year  is  one  in  which  a  chronological  epoch  recurs, 
BO  interesting  to  the  country,  so  interesting  to  the  Society, 
that  they  venture  to  advert  to  it,  and  point  out  the  striking 
contrast  between  present  and  bygone  times ;  &  contrast  on 
which  they  enter,  again  disclaiming  all  idea  of  magni- 
fying the  Society,  and  only  desiring  to  derive  from  it  matter 
of  praise  to  God,  and  of  instruction  and  encom*agemcnt  to 
themselves  and  all  the  tnciids  of  religion.  It  was  in  the 
year  15Z5,  then,  that  the  first  edition  of  the  entire  English 
Bible  was  printed ;  and,  consequently,  the  year  1835  is  the 
third  Ci-ntcnary  of  that  important  event,  Important  it  truly 
was  to  England ;  so  important,  as  scarcely  to  allow  a  measure 
by  which  to  form  a  just  estimate  of  its  importance.  The  hap- 
piness, the  aggraudisement  of  the  uatlon,  all  that  is  connected 
with  her  glory  and  her  usefulness  in  the  world,  is  identltied 
and  bound  up  with  the  free  course  which  the  Bible  has  been 
permitted  to  have  in  England.  Her  prosperity  and  her  re- 
ligion have  been  closely  united,  and  the  purity  in  which  her 
religion  has  been  maintained  Is  owing  to  tlie  Bible  being  re- 
cognised as  the  standard  of  divine  truth.  Well  is  it  said 
to  our  Kings  of  England  at  their  coronatioUj  a  moment  happily 
selected  for  presenting  them  also  with  a  copy  of  the  Sacred 
Volume,  *T]iis  is  God's  Wt  gift  to  man.'  And  surely,  if  by 
any  the  centenaries  of  the  first  publication  of  the  English 
Bible  may  be  appropriately  observed,  by  none  more  appro- 
priately than  the  friends  of  the  British  and  ForeigB  Bible 
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Society.  What  a  contrast  does  the  reti-oapect  afford  ?  Mark 
the  English  Bible  in  1535 — in  aii  Jinpcirfcct  traaslation,  in  a 
ponderous  form,  of  a.  cosCiv  pnce,  with  but  few  who  wc?re 
capable  of  reading  and  appreciating  it,  and  with  fewer  still  to 
spread  it  far  and  wide.  Mark  the  English  Bible  in  1835 — in 
a  translataon  whichj  with  all  its  alleged  remaining  defects', 
stands  uimvalledj  or  at  least  unsurpassed,  in  the  world — in 
every  form  of  bemity — adapted  alike  to  tho  eyes  of  n^  and 
youth- — of  every  price,  suited  to  rich  and  poor — the  must  coatly 
price  of  the  Society  being  clie&pnGss  itself,  compared  with  its 
pecuniary  value  in  older  times.  See  multitudes  ready  to  give 
it  a  welcome  ailmissioD  to  their  houses ;  and  the  period  fast 
approaching  when  the  benevolent  wish  of  our  late  beloved 
monarch,  George  the  Third,  shall  be  realized»  'that  every 
child  in  his  dominions  should  be  able  to  read  the  Bible.'  See 
multitudes  ready,  not  only  to  welcome  it  to  their  own  abodes, 
but  to  obtain  an  entrance  for  it  into  the  dwellings  of  others  ; 
a  well-compacted  Society,  expressly  and  singly  formed  to 
promote  its  circulation— untirod,  and,  it  ia  humbly  trusted, 
untiring  in  its  labours  ;  a  variety  of  ingenious  devices  formed 
for  aiding  its  circulation;  obstacles  removed  i — -a  contrast  this, 
proclaiming  aloud  the  gracious  goodness  of  God.  Mark» 
again :  the  English  Bible  of  1535  standing  alone,  one  edition, 
of  at  moat  a  few  thousand  copies;  the  English  Bible  of  1835, 
surroundeil  by  the  Irish  and  the  WeUli,  the  Gaelic  and  the 
Manx,  for  domestic  circulation ;  and  in  such  request,  that  in 
one  day  in  the  last  month  a  variety  of  editions  were  ordered, 
to  the  extent  of  365,000  copies;  while  the  aggregate  issue, 
during  tliirty-one  years,  baa  been  several  millions,  in  the 
British  dominions,  and  in  the  British  languages. 

"But,  in  1535,  British  Christians  had  enouj^di  to  do  to 
provide  themselves  with  an  English  Bible :  little  opportunity 
had  they  of  thinking  of,  or  providing  for  other  lands;  but,  in 
1835,  the  English  Bible  finds  itself  m  the  company  of  trans- 
lations into  more  than  150  other  languages.  They  then  *  did 
what  they  could:"  may  a  like  honourable  tribute  be  paid  to 
the  present  generation  by  some  future  historifui  I  But  well 
doe?  it  befit  British  Christians  to  think  of  foreign  lands,  and 
well  does  the  Society  designate  itself  the  British  and  Foreign; 
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for  where  was  tliL'  Bible  of  1535  printed?  It  was  printed  at 
Zurich,  by  tlio  care  of  one  who  had  been  drivon)  by  the  fear 
of  persecution,  to  seek  refuge  in  Switzerland  ; — no  voluntary 
exile,  travotling  for  pleasure's  sake,  to  enjoy  the  magni^cent 
scenery  of  that  interesting  country,  nor  yet  for  the  purpose  of 
mnassing  wealth  in  the  pursuit  of  commerce,  nor  even,  as  those 
who  now  happily  often  maki^  themselves  exiles,  that  they  may 
discover  luid  relieve  the  wants  and  woes  of  their  fellow-men  ; 
but  an  exile  fur  religion — the  memorable  Coverdale.  What 
do  not  Christiions  owe  for  that  Sacred  Volume,  which  ho  first 
sent  forth  in  its  eutire  form  to  our  land?  To  foreign  Churches 
the  Society  has  begun  to  pay  the  debt  of  gratitude  which  the 
nation  owes,  for  the  asylum  then  afl'ordeJ  to  that  venerable 
servant  of  God.  In  Zurich,  more  particularly,  it  hae  been 
the  honoured  instrument  of  promoting  the  circulation  of  the 
Scriptures  to  the  extent  of  10,814  copies.  Moreover,  Britain 
has,  in  her  turn,  through  the  medium  of  the  Society,  printed 
on  her  own  shores,  and  sent  forth  to  the  continent  of  Europe, 
(or  provided  the  means  of  printing  in  the  diilcrent  parts  of 
that  continent  itself,)  the  Scriptures,  in  the  languages 
spoken  throughout  its  length  and  breadth ;  besides  medi- 
tatbig  and  executmg  much  in  the  bleased  enterprise  of 
spreading  the  Sacred  Volume  through  tlie  length  juul  breadth 
of  the  world.  Oh  may  the  civil  and  religious  liberty,  now 
enjoyed  by  us,  be  more  and  more  sanctified— be  more  and 
more  consecrated  to  the  advancement  of  the  glory  of  Grod  in 
the  earth  I" 

The  year  was  not  marked,  like  the  preceding  one,  by 
any  estraordiaaiy  efforts  or  contributions,  but  it  was  equal 
to  most  j-ears  in  the  amount  of  its  ri.'gular  receipts,  and  sur- 
passed by  none  in.  the  variety  and  extent  of  its  operations, 
especially  in  foreign  lands,  of  which,  however,  it  is  not  our 
business  here  to  treat* 

Two  of  the  old  and  valued  friends  of  the  Society,  each 
of  whom  in  Ha  own  sphere  had  rendered  hnportant  service 
to  the  Institution,  were  this  year  catted  away  to  their 
heavenly  home;  the  excellent  Dr.  Ryder,  Bishop  of  Lich- 
field and  Coventry,  one  of  the  earlier  Vice-Presidents  of 
the  Society,  and  Richard  Phillips,  Ksq.;.  a  member   of  the 
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Society  of  Friends ;  to  tlie  latter,  &»  one  of  the  most  active 
promutci'3  of  Bibk*  Associations,  tlie  following  testimony  was 
borne  in  a  inemorikU  adoptod  on  occasion  of  his  death ; — 

"It  was  more  especially  to  the  work  of  the  Bible  Society 
that  he  brought  tho  fuU  weight  and  power  of  his  capacious 
and  intelligent  mind.  He  loved  the  Society,  because  he  loved 
the  Bible^  He  admired  the  grandeiu*  of  its  Object,  and  the 
simplicity  of  its  Principle ;  and  to  Ais  ^>en,  among  others, 
we  ai'e  indebted  for  the  plain,  intelligible  exposition  of  that 
Principle.  To  see  the  foundation  laid,  was,  to  him,  only  the 
incentive  to  Increased  activity.  A  private  suggestion  froia 
his  lips  led  to  the  estalalishment  of  the  Southwark  Aax- 
iliary  Society,  which  was  speedily  followed  by  the  formation 
of  other  similar  Institutions,  which  extended  with  unprece- 
dented rapidity  throughout  tlie  kingdom.  Still  the  mind  o? 
Mr,  Phillips  was  not  satisfied.  He  rejoiced,  indeed,  in  wit- 
nessing the  progress  of  the  Society,  and  the  increasing  recog- 
nition of  its  claims  by  the  more-educated  and  influential  classes 
of  the  community:  but  he  had  long  cherished  a  ]j>er5uasion 
that  it  was  possible  to  interest  the  Poor  also,  and  to  devise  a 
plan  by  which,  through  their  own  instrumentality ^  they  migh 
not  only  supply  themselves  with  the  Holy  Scriptures,  ha 
assist  in  extending  the  aame  blessing  to  the  whole  world. 
With  characteristic  energyj  he  endeavoui'ed  to  carry  out  the 
bappy  idea.  At  his  suggestion,  the  masterly  Paper  by  Dr. 
Denltry,  entitled,  'The  Advantages  of  distributing  the  Holy 
Scriptures  among  tlie  Lower  Orders  of  Society,  chiefly  by 
their  own  agency/  was  drawn  up;  and  its  publication  was 
promptly  followed  by  that  of  'The  Bible,'  'The  Appeal,* 
*  Address  to  Servants,'  and  other  short  Papers,  which  pre- 
pared the  way  for  the  pi'actical  application  of  the  principles 
enforced:  and,  through  the  gracious  extension  of  that  blesaing 
which  alone  'giveth  the  increase,'  Ins  most  sanguine  expec- 
tations were  more  than  realized.  The  establislimcnt  and 
extraordinary  success  of  tlie  Twelve  Bible  Associations  of 
Southwark  deraonsti-ated  the  correctness  of  his  riews,  dis- 
pelled every  doubt  on  the  subject,  and  set  an  example  to  the 
nation,  the  Wneficial  effects  of  which  eternity  alone  can  fully 
reveal.     He  waa  In  an  important  sense,  the  Fatlier  of  Bible 
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Associations  ;*  and  under  this  title  his  memory  has  a  claim  on  HOME. 
the  gratitude,  admiration,  and  love  of  every  friend  of  the  ^^  ~  ^ 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society."  — 

.  •    ■  1835 

The  Report  of  the  Domestic  Agents,  for  this  year,  exhibits 
a  large  amount  of  personal  labour  on  their  part,  as  well  as  on 
the  part  of  numerous  friends  who  had  kindly  assisted  in 
arranging  or  attending  Anniversary  Meetings.  Nearly  1000 
Public  Meetings  were  attended,  and  ninety-five  new  Societies 
established. 

Wales,  as  we  have  seen,  from  the  earliest  period  of  the 
Society's  history  occupied  an  interesting  place  in  its  opera- 
tions.    To  the  supply  of  its  urgent  demand  of  the  Scriptures, 
some    of   the    Society's    first    efibrts  were    directed ;    and 
among  the  warm-hearted  people  of  the   Principality  it  has 
always    found    devoted    and    most    active    supporters.      It 
had  long  been  felt  desirable  to  have  an  Agent  for  Wales,  who  Appoint- 
should  understand  the  Welsh  as  well  as  the  English  languages;  "*"'^^ 
and,  with  this  object  in  view,  the  services  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Phillips  aa 
Phillips,  of  Hay,  were  now  engaged,  at  first  for  a  limited  y^^  **"^ 
period,  but  afterwards  more  permanently;  an  appointment 
attended  with  the  most  satisfactory  results. 

*  It  will  be  recollected  that  Mr.  Dudley  took  a  foil  share  with  Mr. 
FhiUipa,  in  working  out  the  plans  which  each  contributed  to  devise. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

fiETIEW   OF    PROCEEDINGS   RESPECTING   BAPTIST   TRANS- 
LATIONS IN  INDIA. 

]83fi. 
Dtffictdtits  regarding  the  Greek  icard  for  *^  Boptism" — Afd 
granted  by  the  Societif  to  the  Serampore  Missionaries — Memo- 
rials of  ether  Missionaries  on  the  renderings  of  certain  tfords — 
Correipondefice  icith  Dr.  Carey,  and  conferences  with  rnem- 
bera  of  the  Haptixt  Missionary  CoMniittce-^l^aTiouA  proposals 
unavaiiinff— Formation  of  the  Baptist  Translation  Socwty, 

This  may  be  tJie  pi'uper  place  Jot  introducing  a  subject  wliicli 
through  a  nuniber  of  years,  at  times,  painfully  engagod  the 
attention  of  the  Committee,  and  the  diacussion  of  which  ulti- 
mately ledj  as  in  a  former  instancej  to  the  formation  of  a  new 
Society.  The  subject  here  referred  to  relates  to  the  pro|>er 
mode  of  rendering  the  Greek  term  for  Baptism. 

When  the  Bible  Soc-iety  was  estabUsbed,  the  Baptist  Mis- 
sionaries at  Serampore  had  already  entered  upon  the  work  of 
translating  the  Scriptures  into  many  of  the  Eastern  languagea. 
To  assist  them  in  their  very  important  and  invaluable  labtjurs, 
the  Bible  Society  contribut<?d  considerable  suras  of  money 
either  directly  to  the  translators,  or  through  tlio  Calcutta  Cor- 
responding Committee  in  the  first  instance,  and  afterwards 
through  the  Calcutta.  Auxiliary;  insomuch  that,  down  to  the 
year  1827,  the  Baptist  translators  bad  received  from  the 
Society  grants  amounting  to  not  less  than  £27,000  in  pajwr 
and  monev.* 

In  that  year  the  Committee  were  for  the  first  time  (foiiually) 

•  The  kflt  grant  was  made  in  1824 :  it  was  the  aum  of  £251X1,  and 
was  pttiJ  on  (ici^ourtt  of  t^n  versi^'Otij  wLiL*L  were  tht'ii  unilerstooil  to  be  in 
progress.  The  granta  wtrR  dificoiitinued,  not  in  consequfuoe  of  the 
dirtereiices  relalinp  lo  Unpti^ni ;  fnr  nt  thfif.  timi?  Ihe  i^iie^tio'D,  n^^  tttatftd 
aboTe,  had  lurt  lieen  furmnllv  bmua-ht  hefiirp  the  Comiriltee  ;  but  i*ole]y 
H-'i  the  n^ult  of  diOicutKi^d  which  nrase  in  obtniniu(^  the  lequiivd  att4.*6ta- 
lions  Xq  X\at  dmract«r,  &c.,  of  the  Temions. 
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apprised,  that  in  all  thesp  translations,  the  Greek  word  fur  HOME, 
Buptism.  hiid  been  so  rendered  fis  to  fix  its  meaning  to  tlio  ono  caa"  XI. 
exclu8i%"e  idea  of  immersion.*  Tlic  information  came  to  them 
in  the  form  of  a  Mcmorialj  signed  by  twenty-one  Mifisionarics 
labouring  in  Intlia,  complaining  of  the  "injury  done  among 
their  converts  by  this  limitation  of  the  sense  of  a  Greek  term, 
which  they,  and,  (as  they  represented,)  the  large  majority  of  the 
Christian  world,  believed  to  be  capable  of  a  much  wider  inter- 
pretation." The  memorialists  suggested  that  the  liible  Society 
should  stipport  aufli  vei*sion5  only  as  ndopt  the  practice  of 
the  English  translation,  by  transferring  into  the  language  of  the 
new  version  the  letters  of  the  Greek  word,  luiless  the  lan- 
guage should  contain  some  term  of  neutral  meaning,  which  all 
parties  might  consent  to  adopt. 

On  the  receipt  of  this  ifemorial,  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Huglies, 
was  requested  to  correspond,  in  his  private  capacity,  with  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Carey,  the  senior  Missionary  and  priiieijial  translator 
at  Sei-amjiore,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  there 
was  any  prospect  of  the  Baptist  bretbren  there  relaxing  in  their 
strict  mode  of  rendering  the  disputed  terms.  The  reply  of 
Dr.  Carey,  which  was  not  received  till  the  spring  of  1830,  was 
by  no  means  favourable,  and  the  Committee  at  that  time  de- 
clined coming  to  any  decisive  resolution. 

In  the  mean  time  the  subject  had  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  Calcutta  Auxiliary;  and  the  Serampore  translators,  failing 
to  obtain  the  countenance  of  that  Committee  to  the  principle 
of  translation  they  had  adopted,  referred  the  matter  to  tlie 
Baptist  Missionary  Body  at  home,  who  fully  sustained  their 
brethren  in  India,  in  the  course  they  had  taken  in  declining 
to  adapt  their  versions  to  the  views  of  the  Calcutta  Auxiliaiy, 
and  resolved  on  bringing  the  subject  again  before  the  I'arcnt 
Committee  in  London,  by  appealing  to  them  for  pecuniary 
assistance  in  behalf  uf  their  Bengalee  version. 

The  application  was  accordingly  made,  and  the  subject  was 
discussed  at  various  times,  in  ]>ersonal  interviews  witli  the 
Committee,  who,  after  some  delay,  occasioned  by  the  expec- 

*  UefoPe  this  timp,  fomniwiiif^ritJiift  on  the  suliject  haH  piif^^rd  betwera 
some  of  the  Serampore  Missionorits  ami  AJr.  Hughes,  but  the  latter  had 
not  thought  it  n>ece3sary  to  broach  the  subjet^t  io  Comniittee. 
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tfition  of  furtlier  advices  from  India,  adopted  and  forwarded 
the  following  resolution: — *'  That  this  Committee  will  cheerfully 
aiford  assistance  to  thi:  Missionaries  connected  witli  the  Bap- 
tist Missionary  Society  in  their  translation  of  the  Bengalee 
New  Testament,  provided  the  Greek  terms  relathig  to  Bap- 
tism be  rendered  either  according  to  thf2  priiiciple  adapted  by 
the  translators  of  the  authorised  English  version,  by  a  word 
derived  from  the  original^  or  by  such  terms  as  mny  be  con- 
sidered unobjectionable  by  the  other  denominations  of  Chris- 
tians corn  posing  the  Bible  Society/' 

This  called  forth  a  resolution  from  the  Baptist  Missionary 
Society  in  wliieh  reasons  are  assigned  by  the  Committee  for 
the  regret  felt  by  them  at  the  conclusion  to  which  the  Biblo 
Society  had  arrived." 

The  document  containing  these  reasons  wag  transmitted  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Parent  Society,  who,  "under  the  impression 
that  further  discussion  was  in  no  wise  calculated  to  lessen  the 
ditFerencc  of  opinion^  did  not  proceed  to  a  particular  conside- 
ration of  the  various  pouits  adiianced  by  the  Baptist  Missionary 
Society,  or  to  the  preparation  of  specific  replies  to  each  par- 
ticular." 

Thus  the  matter  rested  for  a  time,  with  mutual  expressions 
of  kindly  feeling  and  regret 

In  1836  a  further  application  for  aid  in  favour  of  their 
versions  was  made  by  the  Baptist  Missionary  Board,  hut 
niider  some  modifications. 

It  ap]>ears  that  the  Baptist  Missionaries  at  Serampore  and  Cal- 
cutta had  conaentcd  to  print  for  the  Calcutta  Bible  Society  an 
edition  of  their  Bengalee  New  Testament,  with  the  words  "  bajw 
tizo,"  &c.,  uiiiramiated.  Tlicy  also  had  consented  to  alter  any 
passage  to  agree  with  the  English,  in  which,  through  a  regard 
to  the  original,  they  had  deviated  from  it.f  On  being  infonnctl 
of  this,  the  Committee  of  the  Baptist  Missionary  Sociely  ap- 
pointctl  a  deputation  to  wait  on  Lord  Besley,  the  President  of  the 
Bible  Society,  that  they  might  state  their  view  on  the  subject. 
An  interview  took  place  at  the  Society's  house,  when,  besides 

*  For  these  retufona^  sm  Ilui>ort  of  tlie  Baptist  Mindiutiarj  Society  fur 
18:14. 
t  8e«!  "  Bujitiiit  Memorial,'"  Apjieudix,  p.  51*. 
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the  President,  the  Secretary  and  some  otljer  gentlemen  con- 
nected with  the  Society  were  prtiacntj  and  tbe  busiiness  wa3 
discussed  at  considerable  Icngtli,  In  compliance  with  the 
invitation  of  the  Pivsiili^nt,  an  offit-ial  applit^ation  was  suIj- 
aequentlj  forwarded  by  the  Comtuittee  of  the  Baptist  Missio- 
nary Society,  expressing  their  earnest  hope,  that  as  llm 
Missionaries  at  CdcutTa  had  a^eed  to  print  for  the  AuxUiiiiy 
Socit-'ty  in  that  city  an  edition  of  5000  copies  of  the  Bengalee 
New  Teatameat,  with  ccrtahi  specified  alteratiotiaj  tlie  Com- 
mittee of  tlie  Bible  Society  would  make  a  frrant  for  the  pui"- 
poso  of  funiisliing  the  Baptist  MissionaniL's  with  a  small  supply 
of  the  aaine  version,  as  completed  by  Mr,  Yates  for  the  n«e 
of  the  CJiiirches  and  conirregjitiona  in  connection  witli  them. 
At  the  same  tune  tht?  Baptist  Missionary  Society  renewed 
their  application  for  pecuniary  aid  to  the  new  translation  of 
the  Old  Testament  then  iu  progress. 

After  much  discussion  the  Committee  declined  complyhio; 
with  the  request  for  aid  ou  the  part  of  the  Baptist  Missionary 
Society,  in  printing  a  separate  edition  of  the  Bengalee  New 
Testament,  in  which  the  words  for  "  haptixo^*  &c.,  are  rendered 
by  words  signiiybg  immenion;  at  the  same  time  expreasing  the 
sincere  regret  experienced  by  them  in  not  being  able  to  arrive  at 
any  other  conclusion.  At  the  special  request  of  Mr.  Dyer,  tho 
Secretary  of  the  Baptist  Missionary  Society,  wlio  was  present 
by  invitation  at  some  of  the  discussions,  the  Committee,  con- 
Irnry  to  their  nsual  practice,  furnished  aome  of  the  reasons  on 
which  their  resolution  was  founded.  These  reasons,  as  adopted 
by  the  General  Committee,  are  given  below,* 
.  In  rcg;ard  to  the  aid  requested  for  the  OM  Testament, 
a  grant  was  made  of  £150,  to  cover  the  expenses  incurred  in 
pre|»aring  Ihe  Bengalee  Psalter,  it  appearing  that  that  version 
had  been  higldy  approved  of  by  the  Committee  of  the  Cal- 
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*  Firal,  While  this  Committee  give  fiaU  credit  to  the  friends  of  the 

Biiptiet  Mijaiamiry  Society,  tbat  they  ar^  actuated  by  coni«tieuttous 
morives  in  ufji^iiig'  the  duty  of  tranaktin^  the  original  terms,  and  ren- 
tlmiif;  them  by  lerme  signifying-  inimfr-^imi,  iJiitt  Committee  nre  bouud 
to  give  cn;(iit  a]so  to  t]ie  njotives  of  others,  who  iin  leaa  coijacietitiuuply 
and  u]>rig:btlj  believe,  that  the  ori^^iniil  temie  ia  the  Greek  do  not  neces- 
sarily and  olway*  imply  wasliing  by  mmrrsunu 
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cutta  Auxiliary;  and,  subject  to  the  same  approval  ot  tlic 
transhttifjii,  a  grant  of  £250  towards  the  Bengalee  Peutateucli ; 
with  a  profter  oi  further  a.iJ  as  other  parts  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment might  be  completed,  and  obtain  the  like  approval. 

Here  the  matter  terminated  so  far  as  regaiNied  tlie  Bible 
Society ;  but  upon  the  coiTespon deuce  which  had  taken  place 
btiing  brought  before  the  Baptist  Body  in  this  counttyj 
a  protest  was  prepared,  wliich  Tvas  signed  by  above  500  of  the 
ministers  comiectcd  with  the  Baptist  Union,  aud  preseuted  iu 
March  of  the  following  year.  The  Committee,  however, 
while  receiving  so  iiniwrtant  a  document  with  all  consideration 
and  respect,  did  uot  thiiik  it  expedient  to  re-open  the  discussion 
— a  discussion,  not  critical  and  polemical,  (for  such  they  never 
allowed  themsel  vea  to  render  it,)  but,  in  their  judgment,  simply 
prudential. 

The  subject  is  thug  sumraanly  referred  to  in  the  Report 
of  the  Society  for  1837: 

"Unwilling  as  the  Committee  may  be  to  advert  to  diffe- 
rences of  opinion,  it  seems  but  right  to  state,  that  between,  the 
Baptist  Missionary  Society  and  inenihera  connected  with  that 
denomination  of  Christians^  and  themselves,  discussions  have 
taken  place  relative  to  the  translation  (iu  some  of  tlie  Eastern 
versions)  of  the  words  "baptizo,"  &c.j  by  tenns  signifying 
immersion,  or  leaving  them,  as  in  the  Enghsh  Bible,  untrans- 
lated. Your  Committee,  having  considei'ed  of  whom  the 
Society  is  composed,  and  that  there  are  m  its  bosom  many 

Secondly,  That,  inasmuch  as  this  Societv  it&elf,  tuii!  iL-*  Coraraitlee^, 
aud  euli- Committees,  are  coTn|>o5ed  of  persona,  hoMtng'  on  thiH  iiubj^t 
widely  different  ofiinionfi,  and  ic  U  no  part  of  tbp  duty  of  tJie  Committees 
or  sub-Cotoinittees  to  adjust  such  differencea  of  Opinion,  it  seemed  most 
deiiiirablc  to  fiUl  back  upon  the  practice  roiorted  to  in  tlie  Eng-lish  and 
other  vfiriiions. 

TMrdlif,  That  they  fed  more  encoiim^ed  In  recDminendiii^  this  courste, 
jnaHBiiK'h  xis  the  prat'tii*  of  not  tran&liitijig  the  word  /Shjtti^w  Icoves  llie 
mutter  ffitbout  prejudice  to  any  ;  while  the  adoption  of  a  contrary  courM 
wuuld  ut  least  wear  the  appearance  of  a  diapoEiitiiiii  to  favour  the  rtews 
of  Line  body  of  Cliristians,  at  the  expense  of  those  of  others. 

Fvurfldy,  Thitt  in  assigning  these  rfvsoii?,  it  is.  not  meant  to  convey  the 
idea,  th:it  each  anil  nil  uf  them  were  felt  alike  by  sruch  member*  of  ttiid 
Committee  lu  unitt^d  in  the  recommendation  to  decline  the  uid  reijuested  ; 
Dome  havmjf  t»et>n  influenced  by  one  coneidemtian,  and  others  by  iinotlier. 
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wto  OS  conscientiously  object,  with  roferenco  to  new  versions,  HOME, 
to  tlie  use  of  terms  exclusively  signilying  iiuniersion,  as  others  chap,  XL 
conscientiously  plead  for  such  a  renderingj  and  that  it  was 
utterly  imjiosaiblc  for  tbeui  to  decide  the  controversy,  whether 
theologically  or  pliilologically  considered — determuied  to  ad- 
here to  the  course  taken  in  the  English  and  majiy  other 
versionsj  which  they  were  the  more  encouraged  to  do,  seeing 
that  it  leaves  all,  in  their  ministerial  inatructiona,  free  to  give 
that  view  of  the  subject  they  deem  the  correct  one.  Your 
Committee  iire  quite  aware  that  objections  may  be  easily 
offered  to  the  plan  that  has  been  pursued?  but  it  seemed  on 
the  whole  the  test  The  limits  of  a  Report  will  not  allow 
ftiller  notice  of  the  subject"* 

It  may  be  convenient,  in  order  to  preserve  a  connected  riew  FurthBr 
of  the  whole  auljject,  to  state  here,  that^  in  the  beginning  uf  tlie  |Jj_  toihe 
year  1840,  a  fresh  appeal  was  made  to  the  Bible  Society,  in  year  1040. 
"  a  Memorial,"  drawn  up  and  presented  by  the  CoraniittBe  of 
thu  baptist  Unionj  in  the  name  of  the  whole  body- 

This  document  is  described  by  the  memorialists  as  "another 
and  a  final  effort  to  induce  a  reversal  of  the  measure  by  which 
translations  of  tho  New  Testament  executed  by  Baptist  Mis- 
sionaries in  India  had  been  denied  the  support  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society."  In  the  course  of  it,  much  use 
is  made  of,  and  a  fresh  argument  sought  to  be  founded  upon, 
certain  remarks  and  admissions  on  the  subject  of  versions^  con- 
tained in  the  Society's  Report  for  1839,  where  the  Committee, 
in  reply  to  some  attacks  made  from  another  quarter,  (which 
will  be  hereafter  noticed,)  explain  the  course  adopted  by  them 
in  regard  to  some  of  the  older  European  versions. 

The  Memorial  received  a  full  and  careful  consideratioa. 
A  dijcument  was  drawn  up,  not  professing  to  give  a  full  and 
detailed  answer  to  all  lis  statements  and  arguments,  but  to 
S?cord  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  on  a  few  of  its  leading 
]»articulars.       In     this    paper    a    respectful    acknowletl^ient 

*  "  Strictures "  on  the  cDur»e  pursued  by  the  Bible  Society  were 
publuhed  in  "a  Letter  to  Lord  Bexley,"  by  Rev.  J.  Hinton.  It^a?. 
Oa  the  other  hand,  the  conduct  of  the  Bible  Society  was  defen<led  liy 
iinoiher  Baptist  minister,  in  a  pnraiililet  entitled  "The  Dibl'i  SK-ifjty  Vin- 
dicated, by  Elihii.''  The  lirst  edition  appesured  in  ISdfl;  a  seoond,  f iilurged 
and  much  iiDproved,  edition  in  1B37> 
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HOME.  LB  made  of  the  "  value  of  tlie  services  rendcrod  to  tlie  cause 
CaA^,  3CI,  °f  translation  by  those  pminent  servants  of  God — Carey, 
~  Marslunan,  and  Ward,  as  weU  as  by  subsequeut  labours  of  the 
same  body."  The  formation  of  a  separate  Society,  or  the 
adoption  of  separate  measures  bj  a  whole  body  of  the  Society's 
constituents,  hitherto  happily  miited  in  tlie  promotion  of  one 
common  object,  is  deprecated,  and  the  memorialiBts  are  affec- 
tionately appealed  to,  to  review  tlieif  position,  and  to  considei* 
whether,  in  maintaining  it  so  stronglvs^  they  are  not  pressing 
their  conscientious  feelings  beyond  just  limila. 

To  this  api'teal  the  memorialists,  after  entering  at  some 
length  into  an  examination  of  tlie  comments  of  the  Committee 
on  their  former  document,  intimate  that,  after  reviewing  their 
position,  they  did  not  ace  that  they  could  consistently  alter  it, 
Tliese  several  documents  were  printed  and  circulated  among 
of  t!ie  Bible  their  friends  by  the  respective  parties.  The  result  of  tha 
whole  was,  that  the  Baptist  body,  finding  themselves  unsuccess-* 
ful  in  their  attempts  to  obtain  md  for  their  translations  an 
the  terras  on  which  alone  they  thought  they  could  conscien- 
tiously accept  of  it,  procieeded  to  form  a  now  Society,  under 
the  title  of  the  **  Bible  Translation  Society,"  its  object  beiny; 
to  support  and  countenance  those  translations  alone  which 
render  the  controverted  Greek  words  by  terms  exclusively 
sigiufjang  immernon* 

It  is  gratifying  to  mention,  that  while  the  Baptists,  as  a  deno- 
mination, have  thus  adopted  a  diverging  line  on  this  particular 
question,  tliere  are  a  gotidly  number  of  Individuals  among 
them  who  continue  to  support  the  Society,  ljein«j  retained  ui 
fellowship  with  it  by  an  undlmimshed  regard  for  its  general 
object  and  principles. 

•  This  movement  waa  not  approved  by  the  entire  Bnptiet  Body.  A 
pamphlet  waa  publiahed  entitled  "The  Bible  TmnHlatioii  Soiatty  of  the 
BaptwtH  shown  to  be  nflLTiIlecl  for  and  injurioua^  by  n  Baptidt/'  io  wlii<:^ 
the  arguments  oiid  Etiitemenls  of  the  Memohid  are  freely  examinied. 

The  controversy  also  culled  forth  two  critical  and  learned  pumpbleT^ 
on  the  meaning  of  the  Greek  t^nns  for  Baptiam,  one  by  ftev.  Dr.  lieti- 
iler^ou,  the  other  by  Rev.  E,  Betclier,  of  America. 


DRITISIE  AND  POBEIGS  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 


173 


CHAPTER  XII. 

i*YSTEMATTC   VlfllTATION  AND    LOCAL    AGENCIES   IN   LARGE 

TOWNS;    AND  ATTACK  ON  THE  SOClKTr'S  CONTINENTAL 

VERSIONS, 

lS3a— 1839. 

ffoft,  Mr».  V/itmtt^rt'4  beqwtt — Support  given  to  the  Bihh  caute 
in  Walex — Viiitntion  in  the  Mi:tropolxs — Death  of  Bishops 
Bnthurgf  and  BurffesSf  Vke-Pretidente-^af  Rev.  C.  Simeon, 
ProfcMor  Fari-th,  and  3It\  Tarn — Scriptures  Jar  the  Blind 
— Agencies  in  large  toims — Ar^tivitt/  of  Merchant  Seamen'i 
Society — Death  of  Bishops  of  Sodor  and  Man,  and  Madrat, 
and  of  T.  Babinjtonj  Esq. —  Grants  to  London  City  JUs- 
gian—to  Hfnnchegter,  ^c. — Attack  on  the  Bodety's  Continental 
VenionA—  Vindication  by  Res-  Joseph  Jouett  and  Mr.  Radk}/, 

While  the  above  discusaions  aiid  movemeuts  were  going  on, 
whiuh  could  hardly  fail  to  detract  in  some  degree  from  tjie 
eonlial  aiip^mrt  iiikI  interest  of  some  of  tlit:  Society's  earliest 
and  very  valuable  frionds,  the  Institution,  on  the  wholcj  was 
still  sustained  in  iindiniiniBlied  strength  and  in  much  pro- 
siierity.  The  funds  of  the  Society  tins  year  were  the  largest 
attaillE^d  in  any  single  year  hitherto,  amounting  to  £11)8,740, 
derived  from  the  usual  sources.  One  donation  which  con- 
tributed to  swell  this  amount,  was  that  of  Mus.  Soptiia  Vaii- 
sittart,  sister  of  the  noble  President,  "a  lady  whose  name  was 
long  associated  witli  works  of  faith  and  love."  This  lady  had, 
in  1821,  executed  a  Trust,  in  which  she  made  provision,  and 
directed  that  £10,000  Three  per  Cents,  ghootd  be  paid  to  tlio 
Society  at  her  decease,  winch  took  place  in  tliis  year. 

It  was  thought  right  this  year  to  close  the  Negro  Fund. 
From  its  first  opera ng,  to  March  31,  1837,  there  had  been  con- 
tributed £16,249. Qjs.  9t/. — a  noble  expression  of  British  sym- 
pathy and  benevolence.  The  cost  of  the  Testaments  required, 
with  tho  esi>ense.s,  had  oidy  amounted  to  £13,6oT.2jr.     Tlie 
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balance  was  held  in  ccsiervc,  and  principally  appropriated  for 
the  purpose  of  beneHting  the  Ncfiroes  of  the  MsiuririuB  aiid 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  (whose  iieriod  of  freedom  wns  some- 
what later),  by  providing  them  also  with  copiea  of  the  Scrip- 
tureSj  to  be  used  in  aehools,  or  given  to  those  who  should 
make  sufficient  proficieucj  in  reading  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  gift. 

The  Rev.  W.  Acwortli,  one  of  the  Domestic  Agents,  having 
this  year  resigned  his  connection  with  the  Society,  a  new 
arrangement  of  the  districts  was  made,  so  as  to  bring  the 
whole  kingdom  under  a  more  convcuient  system  of  visitation. 
The  beneficial  results  of  the  appointment  in  the  preceding 
year  of  an  Agent  for  Wales,  soon  began  to  show  themselves.  In 
every  part  of  the  Principality  visited  by  Mr.  Phillips,  he  was 
received  with  a  cordial  welcome,  and  several  official  expressions 
of  approbation  were  transmitted.  Among  these  was  one  from  an 
important  Meeting  of  the  Calvinistic  Methodists,  in  which  the 
gratifying  fact  was  stated,  that  up  to  that  time  "  Wales  had  been 
permitted  to  assist  in  the  glorious  work  by  contributions 
amountingto  nearly  £90,000,  and  had  received  from  tlie  Society 
more  than  350,000  Bibles  and  Testaments."  *  Since  then,  a 
very  large  increase  has  token  place  in  both  these  particulars; 
indeed,  in  proportion  to  ita  population  and  its  means,  no  ]>art 
of  the  world  has  done  more  to  promote  the  objecta  of  tho 

■  For  tm  interesting-  accoaot  of  thia  Meeting,  see  **  Montlily  Extracts," 
July  1833.    The  ItesoliiUon  jinaued  on  the  occasion  was  as  follows : — 

"  KE80LTKD— Tliat  this  Meetingembracea  this  opportunity  of  ackaow- 
leJg^jng-,  with  devout  gratitude  to  Alraig^hty  God,  the  p^at  auccess  which 
hna  attended  the  labours  of  the  British  und  Fordgn  Bible  Society,  in  trans- 
lating-, printing,  and  circidating-  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  both  at  home  and 
abroad :  and  for  the  honour  conferred  upon  WpVs,  in  being  permitted  to 
naeiat  in  the  g-lorioua  Work,  by  contributions  nraouatLnfr  to  nearly  £lK),n00  : 
and  grratefiihy  remembering  thut  the  PrineipAlity  ha^  received  from  the 
Society  naore  than  350,000  Bibles  and  Testameuf,WBfeeloTirBfc!v»imtdej 
|iec;uliar  oMigfstions  to  furuish  tliis  evidence  of  our  (.-onHimed  interest  in 
ita  objet'tfi,  and  our  firm  i^rpose  to  gnaht  in  the  work  of  filling  the  whole 
world  with  the  word  of  God.  For  thi&  purjxise,  we  recommtoid  nil  our 
cungre^tions  to  redouble  iheir  exertions  in  the  gtiad  cause;  and  by  per- 
sfinul  Ijliour,  pecuniary  contributions,  and  fervent  prayera,  to  cuntribute 
towards  nmking  the  way  of  Oq6.  known  ill  the  eortU,  and  Uid  saving: 
bealtli  among- oil  nations," 
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Society  than  tlxe  Principality  of  Wulc-s.  The  Islo  of  Anglasea 
lias  for  several  years  remitted  not  less  than  from  £600  to  £70U 
per  annum,  the  greater  part  being  free  contributions.  Nor  do  _  — 
the  natives  of  the  Principality,  when  theymigi'ate  from  its  soil, 
lose  iheii-  interest  iu  the  Bible  Society,  for  the  Cambrian 
Societies  established  in  London,  Liverpool,  Maiichesterj 
Chester,  and  otlier  parts  of  England,  are  among  tlie  most 
liberal  of  the  Society's  affiliated  Institutions.  The  annual 
colIectJOTis,  from  the  Welsh  congregation  at  Liverpool  alone, 
have  often  amounted  to  £300  and  £400. 

The  eflbrta  of  the  Society's  London  Agent,  together  witli 
other  inquiries  that  "ivere  set  on  foot  about  this  time,  rektive  to 
the  spiritual  wants  of  the  vast  popuiatian  of  the  metropolis, 
brought  out  some  appalUng  discoYeriea  of  the  still  existing 
want  of  the  Scriptures.  In  a  district,  inhabited  hy  3296 
fiimiiiea,  it  was  ascertained  that  581  families  were  destitute 
of  tbf  Bacred  volume.  In  a  second  diati-ict,  out  of  850  families, 
344  were  without  the  Scriptnrea;  and  of  1147  families  visited 
in  Whitechapel,  only  128  were  found  to  possess  copies  of  the 
Sci'iptiu'es ;  so  difficult  is  it  to  overtake  the  necessities  of  an 
ever-growing  and  ever-varying  populatiiD'n. 

Considerable  supplies  were  also  requested  for  Scotland  tills 
year,  in  consequent-e  of  the  affectingly  destitute  state  of  the 
poor  Highlanders,  of  whom  a  population  of  at  least  60,000 
were  threatened  with  the  calamity  of  famine.  A  benevolent 
gentleman,  J.  W.  Lillingstouc,  Esq.,  of  Lochalsh,  exerted 
liimself  greatly  on  this  occasion  aa  the  almoner  of  the 
Society, 

The  Sunday  School  Society  for  Ireland  distinguished  itself 
this  year  by  remitting  to  this  country,  in  return  for  books 
received,  no  less  a  sum  than  £1401.  5x.  To  this,  as  well  aa 
other  Societies  for  Ireland,  liberal  supplies  as  usueU,  were 
granted. 

Two  of  the  Society's  etirlicst  episcopal  Yice-Presidenta  were 
this  year  removed  by  the  hand  of  death — the  Bishop  of  Norwich, 
Dr.  Bathurst,  and  Dr,  Burgess,  Bishop  of  Salisbury.  It  Is  not 
easy  now  to  estimate  rightly  the  value  of  the  countenance  and 
support  afforded  by  such  names  in  the  early  days  of  the  Society, 
To  these  are  to  be  added  the  names  of  the  Rtv.  C.  Simeon 
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and  Professor  Farish- — namea  long  aaaociated  with  the  Bible 
Society  and  many  other  religions  and  henevol<int  Institntions, 
Tlieir  services  were  uf  no  ordinary  chixraclei'  in  t!ie  earlier 
days  of  the  Society's  liistory.  When  it  was  far  from  [wpular 
to  do  so,  they  stood  forward  as  the  Satiety's  fearless  advocates. 
If  not  the  originators  of  the  Cambridge  Auxiliary,  it  was  by 
their  encouragement  and  counsel  that  the  plan  for  ila  establish- 
ment was  matured,  and  many  of  tlie  clerg;y,  both  at  home  and 
abroadj  were  favourably  influenced  in  i-egard  to  the  Society 
by  the  example  of  these  Dminont  men. 
Mr.  Tarn.  Another  loss  was  experienced  thE&  year  by  the  death  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Tarn,  the  Society's  valued  and  honoured  Assistant 
Secretary  and  Accountant.  Mr.  Tarn  had  appeared  less 
before  the  public,  yet  he  had  sustained  an  ef^ual  share  of  the 
weight  and  responsibility  of  the  affau's  of  the  Society  with 
Owen,  Hughes,  and  Stelnkopff,  as  also  with  tlieir  succeasora 
in  the  same  department.  In  an  affectionate  tribute  to  Iiis 
memory,  the  Committee  record  their  sense  of  his  worth 
'*a3  that  of  a  most  valuable  fellow-labourer — ^)nc  of  tliose 
few  remaining  friends  who  had  known  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society  in  its  very  first  risings  and  smallest  beginnings; 
who  had,  in  fact,  personally  assisted  in  the  preparatory  arrange- 
ments which  ultimately  led  to  ita  establishment,  in  the  year 
ly04.  At  the  same  time  they  feel  constrained  to  bless  God 
that,  fay  his  overruling  providence,  their  depai'ted  friend  was 
led  to  enter  into  an  intimate  connection  with  the  Ius(itutioii> 
by  accepting  tlie  important  and  responsible  offices  of  Assistant 
Secretary  and  Accountant;  and  that  he  was  enabled^  by  His 
grace,  for  nearly  thirty-three  aiicccssive  years,  to  perform  tlie 
many  and  diversified  duties  of  those  offices,  with  a  degree  of 
regularity  and  ordfr,  of  steadiness  aiid  perseverance,  of  sound 
practical  knowledge  of  hustness,  of  strict  integrity,  and  constant 
attention  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Society,  so  as  justly  to 
endear  his  memory  to  its  friends  and  supporters.  In  the  per- 
formance of  Ids  duties  he  was  actuated  by  far  higher  than  mere 
personal  considerations.  He  was  under  the  influence  of  real, 
solid,  Christian  principle.  To  serve  liis  God,  and  to  render 
liiinself  useful  in  his  day  atid  generation,  was  his  simple  hut 
noble  object     Having  himself  deeply  felt  Ehe  inestimable  vj^^ue, 
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of  the  word  of  Life,  he  longed  to  aco  it  universally  diffused; 
and  having  m  lua  own  soul  espeneticed  the  grace  of  tlmt 
adorable  Redeemer,  of  whom  the  Smpttirus  tearify,  he  desired 
that  His  sacred  name  and  bleased  Gospel  should  be  proclaimed 
to  the  very  ends  of  the  earth." 

Mr.  Turn  was  succeeded  in  his  offic-t  by  Mr.  "WiHiam  Uitcbin, 

The  attention  of  tbo  Society  was  this  year  hrat  directed  to 
the  interesting  subject  of  printing  the  Scriptiu'es  for  the 
Blind. 

It  having  heen  found  that  by  means  of  raised  letters,  the 
Scriptures  might  be  brought  into  uae  by  the  Blind,  the  Society 
cheerfully  encouraged  so  benevolent  a  project,  hy  grants  of 
money  towards  aiding  in  this  novel  mode  of  conveying 
inspired  tmth  to  the  apprehension  of  this  afflicted  class.  The 
sum  of  £150  was  voted  to  an  Institution  for  this  purpose  at 
Bristol.  Encouragement  was  also  given  to  similar  eftbrts  in 
Edinburgh  and  Glasgow,  The  Institution  for  the  Blind  at 
Boston,  which  at  that  time  had  taken  the  lead  in  this  labour  of 
tmc  charity,  was  assisted  to  print  an  edition  of  the  Psalter,  by 
a  grant  of  £l50,and  a  circular  was  issued  invitingthe  attention 
of  the  friends  of  the  Blind  to  the  subject. 

The  records  of  the  Society  afford  many  affecting  and  inter- 
esting incidents,  illustrative  of  the  advantages  which  the  Bliud 
are  capable  of  deriving  from  this  new  source  of  occupation  and 
enjoyment.*  From  that  time  the  Society  lists  continued  to 
render  assistance  to  this  mode  of  printing.  No  particular 
system  has  been  exclusively  aided,  as  it  seemed  desirable  that 
fuller  opportunity  should  be  given  to  test  the  merits  of  each.f 

The  year  next  ensuing  was  characterized  by  continued 
prosperity,  and,  so  far  as  regarded  the  proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mittee, with  unbroken  harmony.  "Nothing  from  within," 
they  remark,  "and,  happily,  nothing  from  without,  was  per- 
mitted for  a  single  moment  to  divert  their  attention  from  the 
great  object  which  they  had  in  view;"  no  jaiTing sentiment  or 
feeling  was  recollected  to  luive  disturbed  their  deliberatloiifl. 

•See"  Extracts,"  June  and  July  1637. 

t  Several  aysteiDB  of  printing  for  the  BUiul  liave  been  deviMil,  bearing 
the  names  respectively  of  Moon,  FrBr?,  Lucas,  Sec,  each  one  of  which  has 
betn  more  or  leas  promoted  by  the  SocJet.y''a  grants ;  sinon^  thespj  tlmt 
uf  Moon  seema  to  possess  pecuHnr  claim9> 
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Such  has  been,  if  not  invariably,  yet  to  a  great  extent  tho 
GxpL'neiire  of  the  Society's  Committees.  Many  a  ti*aji(|uil 
happy  hour  hag  been  pasaed  in  listening  to  its  extensivo  cop- 
respondcncc,  or  in  friendly  and  mutual  counsel  npon  Its  mulli- 
form  aft'airs;  and  if,  at  times,  these  deliberations  have  been 
disturbedj — much  oftener,  however^  fi'om  without  thfiu  from 
within,— the  mutual  feeling  of  confidence  and  gooJwiU  has 
quickly  diffused  itaeif,  like  oil  upon  the  ruflled  surface,  and 
the  streani  Las  soou  resumed  its  even  and  tranquil  course. 

The  issues  and  sales  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  by  the  Society 
abroad,  during  the  year  now  under  review,  were  unprece- 
dented; aiidj  though  somewhat  diminished  at  home,  they  were 
still  very  considerable ;,  while  the  regular  and  free  contrihutions 
of  the  Society  showed  a  decidiid  increase.  In  this  and  the  pre- 
ceding year,  ahove  200  new  Societies  were  formed;  and  the 
number  might  easily  have  been  increased,  had  not  the  time 
iuid  attention  of  the  Agents  been  engrossed  by  attendance  at 
Anniversary  Meetings. 

Now  was  coinmcuced  the  practice,  on  tlie  part  of  the  Parent 
Societyt  of  supplying  gratuiloushf  the  Local  Societies  with  the 
hooks  and  papers  which  are  required  for  conducting  the  details 
of  business;  a  measure  which  proved  gi-ahfying  and  encou- 
raging to  many  friends  of  the  Institution,  and  matiprially 
promoted  the  establishment  of  new  Associations.  They  had 
been  previously  charged  to  the  account  of  the  several  So- 
cieties. 

The  desirableness  of  Local  Agencies  now  began  to  force  itself 
on  theattentionof  some  of  tlie  larger  Auxiliaries;  and  in  four  of 
these,  Ashtan-undei'-Lyne,Mancliest.cr  and  Salford,  Plyujouth 
and  Devonport,  and  Norwich,  the  system  was  adopted;  tiio 
agents  being  appointed  by  tho  respective  Cummltlecs  of  these 
Auxiliaries,  subject  to  tlieir  control,  and  remunpRited  by  lliL-m, 
or  by  means  of  a  special  prlvatt;  subecription. 

Fresh  grants  were  made  to  the  Highlands^  throngh  J.  W. 
Lilliiigstone,  Esq.,  of  Lochalsh,  the  gcntle-ra^Tii  already  refwTod 
to,  wliu  kindly  and  zealously  suijerintended  the  distribution  of 
the  Scriptures,  amounting  to  2500  GaelicBIliIes  and  loOOTesta- 
uients,  among  the  poor  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scotland, 
who  were  still  suffering  severely  irora  tho  cft'ccts  of  famuic.    A 
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very  interesting^  report  of  a  visit  to  this  sceneof  labour  was  fur-     HOME, 
nlshcU  by  Dr.  Paterson.*    A  pleasinj;  auj  siibstaHtial  expression    ca."xil. 
of  the  sense  tfntertainecl  of  the  Society's  bounty,  was  suppned        — 
by  a  remittanceof  £62.  6s.  lOd^.  from  the  poor  Highlanders  in 
the  pai'tbh  of  lAJchalBh.collecttfd  at  the  two  churches  in  the  parish. 
"This  13  perfectly  astonishing,"  writes  Dr.  Pateraou,  '*as  the 
iitiual  Highland  collection  tit  the  church  door  seldom  reaches 
£1  ;    so   grateful  were  these  poor  people  for  the  heavenly 
boon." 

A  ^rant  of  6CMJ  Bibles  :uiid  Testiimenls  was  also  inade  to  the 
poor  of  Paialey,  then  suftering  greatly  from  the  stagnation  of 
trade,  which  had  thrown  3000  boyg  and  girls,  from  the  age  of 
seven  to  fifteen,  out  of  employment. 

The  Congregational  Union  of  Scotland  received  a  grant  of 
500  Bibles  and  000  Testamenta,  chiefly  for  distribution  anioiig 
the  Highlanders  in  the  islands  and  on  the  main  land. 

Tlie  total  granta  to  Ireland  tliis  year  aniounttHl  to  fifi,200 
copies. 

The  Merchant  Seamen's  Society,  the  formation  of  which   AL-iivity  of 
under  favourable  auspices,  was  referred  to  in  the  former  part  Scanwn's 
of  this  historyj  continued  actively  and  pcrsoveringly  to  attend  Society 
to  the  wants  of  the  interesting  class  of  men  falling  witliin  theii' 
sphere  of  tnthicnce^    Few  vosseU,  cither  belonging  to  our  own, 
or  to  foreign  countries,  passed  up  ajid  do^vn  the  river  without 
a  visit  from  some  one  of  this  Auxiliary's  Indefatigable  agents. 
The  plan  and  regulations  of  this  useful  Society   were  fur- 
nished to  the  Committee  of  the  French  and  Foreign  Bible  So- 
ciety, who  adopted  a  r^olution   to  form  sinular  Societies  for 
seamen  in  every  part  of  France. 

The  Society  had  this  year  to  mourn  the  loss  by  death  of  the 
following  from  among  its  Vice-Presidents: — The  Bishop  of 
Madras,  the  Bishop  of  Sodorand  Man,  and  Thonias  Babington, 
Esq.  A  memorial  adopted  by  the  Conunitee  on  the  decease  of 
the  Bishop  of  Madras^  coutains  a  brief  accoimt  of  his  luatory 
and  labours. 

'^'  Descended  fronj  an  ancient  fiunily  in  Scotland,  but  brought  Mrmari^l 
up  in  an  English  country  village,  he  early  fonncd  the  design  Carrie^"^ 
of  devoting  his  life  to  the  extension  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ 

•  See  Iteiwrt  fur  1638;  also  '^Monthly  Estract*/'  Oct.  1837. 
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among  the  heathen  5  atid  soon  after  his  ordination  he  was 
enabled,  by  an  appointment  to  a  chupkincj'  under  the  Hon. 
East-India  Company,  to  commence  the  esGCution  of  that 
design. 

*'As  the  memoraWe  Dr.  Claudius  Buchanan  sailed  from  the 
Hooghly,  on  his  visit  to  the  Syrian  Christians  of  Travaiicoi'L^, 
Daniel  Corrio  entered  it,  and  reached  Calcutta  at  tlie  latter  end 
of  the  year  1806.  There  he  was  welcomed  as  the  beloved 
associate  of  David  Brown  and  of  Henry  Martyn,  who  liad 
preceded  liim  to  that  land  of  darkness*  One  of  the  earliest 
acts  of  this  devoted  evangelist  was  to  admit  into  the  Christian 
Church,  by  the  rite  of  baptism,  aMahommedan,  who  had  been 
recently  brought  to  the  knowledge  and  love  of  the  GospeL 
He  named  him  Abtlool  Messii-eh — 'the  servant  of  Christ;'  and 
the  title  may  be  taken  as  a  faithful  description  of  them  both — 
for  there  was  between  them  a  striking  resemblance.  Firmness 
of  mind,  cahnness  in  deeision,  aimphtity  of  manners,  untiring 
perseverance,  and  the  most  winning  affection;,  eminently  cha' 
racterized  both  the  disciple  and  his  teacher;  and  ttieir  joint 
labours,  by  tlie  blessing  of  tlieir  common  Master,  were  crowned 
with  extenaive  success.  In  later  years,  Daniel  Corrie,  as 
Senior  Chaplain,  succcedwl  to  the  post  which  had  been  ao 
long  and  ably  filled  by  David  Brown  at  Calcutta,  and  became 
at  once  the  dear  friend,  and  the  wise  and  JisinterestL>d  adviser 
of  every  one  who  had  at  heart  the  cause  of  Christ  in  India. 
His  counsel  was  sought  after  and  valued  by  all  the  bishops 
who,  in  fatally  rapid  succession,  presided  over  the  then  undi- 
vided Indian  Diocese,  and  by  him,  as  Archdeacon  of  Calcutla, 
theirlackof  service  was  supplied,  so  far  aa  it  could  be  done,  when 
the  see  wa3  vacant.  The  experience  thus  acquired,  together 
with  his  well-tried  Christian  fidelity,  havhig  at  length  recom- 
inencled  him  to  a  higher  dignity^  he  was  consecrated,  at 
Lambethj  first  Bishop  of  Madras,  in  the  jear  1835." 

The  conclusion  of  the  Annual  Report  for  this  year  may  not 
improperly  be  appealed  to,  as  illustrating  the  spirit  in  which 
the  Directors  of  the  Society  sought  to  conduct  its  affaErs,  and 
the  solemn  sense  of  responsibility  which  they  considered  ought 
to  rest  on  all  entrusted  with  its  administration,  or  who  hare  it 
in  any  way  in  their  power  to  promote  its  important  object 
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The  apppal  cannot  hi  looked  upon  as  in  appro  jiriatu  at  any 
period  of  the  Society's  history, 

"The  questions  of  stiiTing  interest,  which  at  present  agitate 
our  own  heloved  country — questions,  for  the  solution  of  which 
it  is  90  important  to  the  well-being  of  all  classes  that  tlie 
majestic  voice  of  Inspired  Truth  aliould  be  duly  hoard,  and  its 
imiwrative  claims  not  compromised^  but  unfUnchinifly  main- 
tained ;— the  storm  which  seems  rising  in  many  of  tlie  countries 
of  Europe,  and  of  which  more  than  the  distant  inurmuring3 
have  ali'eady  reached  us ;  a  storm,  tlie  consequence,  as  it  would 
ap|>ear,  of  the  extent  find  success  qf  those  very  operations,  in 
wiiich  our  Society  has  borne  so  largo  a  part; — these  conside- 
rations, in  addition  to  the  new  demands  likely  to  be  made  on  ua 
from  other  quarters,  all  tend  to  throw  us  back  on  a  careful 
examuiatiun  of  our  principles,  and  a  not  less  careful  scrutiny 
into  our  motives  and  spirit. 

** Have  we  thatdeep,  and  full,  and  irrepressible  conviction  of 
the  supreme  excellence  and  paramount  authority,  and,  for  all 
the  essential  matters  of  religion,  entire  sufficiency  of  the  written 
word  of  God,  which  we  ought  to  have,  and  must  have,  to 
ensure  our  labouring  in  this  cause  (as  we  alone  catt  labouc 
with  any  prospect  of  success)  with  unwearied  devotion  ? 

"Are  we  thus  prepared,  with  Christian  fortitude, yet  with 
Cliristlan  meekness — in  a  spirit  of  zeal  and  lofty  enterprise, 
yet  at  the  same  time  of  faith,  humility,  and  prayer — laying 
aside  inferior  differencca — one  in  effort,  and,  as  it  respects  this 
object  at  least,  one  in  heart — are  we  prepared  thus  to  come 
and  consecrate  ourselves  afresh  to  this  service  ? 

"All  things  around  us  and  beyond  us,  in  the  moral  and 
Bpirittial  state  of  mankind,  seem  to  bid  us  advance:  the  call  to 
go  forward  ia  too  loud  to  be  misiuiderstcxid,  too  piercing  and 
solemn  to  be  resisted.  Necessity  is  laid  upon  ns:  we  dare  not 
go  back;  we  rtiust  uot  even  halt.  Let  us  phice  before  ourselves 
the  wide  andi^till  enlarging  field  of  our  labours  ;  let  us  conceive 
of  the  benetitSj  temporal  and  everlasting,  which  may  be  looked 
for,  should  a  merciful  God  continue  tu  smile  on  our  work; 
let  U9  thiiU^  of  our  respons,ibilities,  and  then  of  our  prospects 
and  our  hopes ;  and,  '  by  the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  by  our  gathering  together  unto   Him,'  let  us  be  wai-ned 
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never  to  rest,  till,  liavhig  given  the  Bible  in  eveiy  tongiie,  we 
can  point  to  the  open  volume,  anil  esclaimj  'O  Enrtlil 
Earth!  EarthI  he.ir  the  word  of  the  Lord.'" 

An  important  measure  was  adopted  during  the  year  on 
which  we  are  now  entering,  which  deservES  special  notice. 
The  still  existing  destitution  of  tbo  Scriptures  in  the  metropolis 
has  bct?n  lately  referred  to.  This  destitution  was  now  brought 
very  attectingly  under  the  notice  of  the  Society,  principally 
through  tlie  labours  of  an  Institution  then  coniinrr  mto  exten- 
sive oper.ition,  under  the  name  of  the  London  City  Mission. 
That  Society  having,  through  its  agentg,  entered  into  a  detailed 
investigation  of  the  state  of  the  metropolis,  as  to  the  nctual 
supply  of  the  Scriptures,  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  thcro 
would  not  be  fewer  than  50,000  families^  amongst  whom 
neither  Bible  nor  Testament  was  at  that  time  to  be  found. 
This  fearful  destitution  t}iey  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  bring 
before  the  Committee  of  the  Bible  Society,  together  with  plana 
for  more  effectually  meeting  it.  Interviews  between  the  con- 
ductors of  the  two  Societies  accordmgly  look  place,  when  the 
subject  was  fully  gone  into.  After  much  deliberation,  a 
circular  was  issued,  on  the  part  of  the  Bible  Society,  addressed 
to  the  Committees  and  Officers  of  the  Auxiliary  and  Branch 
Bible  Societies  and  Associations  in  the  metropolis  and  its 
immediate  neighbourhood,  tocrcther  with  the  Committees  and 
Officers  of  the  London  City  Mission,  the  District  Visiting,  the 
ChnstTan  Instruction,  tho  Pastoral  Aid,  Societies,  and  other 
kindrcvl  Institutions,  authorising  them  to  apply  to  the  Bible 
Society  for  such  supplies  of  the  Testament  and  Psalter  as  they 
might  requii-e  for  the  purpose  of  hjfdintj  among  these  desti- 
tute families.  The  plan  of  a  loan  was  judged  preferable  to 
any  other  mode  of  meeting  the  existing  exi|^ency,  and  several 
suggestions  and  regulations  were  embodied  in  the  circular, 
with  the  view  of  rendering  the  distribution  as  economicaly 
efficient,  nnd  unexceptionable  as  possible. 

Several  Bible  Societies  and  Associations  undertook  the 
supply  of  their  own  locality.  The  District  Visiting  Society 
applied  for,  and  received  1.500  copies;  (he  Christian  InsI ruction 
Si'Ciety  was  supplied  with  500  copies;  and  the  City  Mission,  after 
concluding  their  very  laborious  examinatioris,  conducted,  there 
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is  every  reason  to  bt-Oiovc,  in  a  faithful  mitl  jtidk-ions  iiiLLiitier^ 
preaetit'-'J.  a  claim  for  upwiU-Js  nt"  3S,000  copies,  all  of  wliicli 
wei-e  supplied.  Tiie  whole  distriliuliuii  amoiuiteil  to  ii8,o48 
copies. 

Copious  and  interesting  details  were  furnisliud  of  the  niaimei* 
in  wliicli  theii*  books  were  reccivcdj  and  of  the  }j;oad  which,  in 
vyry  many  instances,  was  foniid  to  result  from  the  distribution.* 

The  population  of  Maiichee-ter  being  found,  in  regard  to  f.plri- 
tufd  destitution,  to  rcseuihle  that  of  tbo  metropolis,  a  ^raiit, 
consisting  of  1000  Testaments  and  Psalms,  siuiilui'  to  tlie  above, 
was  nuide  to  the  Maneliestor  Town  Mission;  to  which,  in  the 
following  year,  wi;ro  added  1000  mure,  and  to  the  Birmingham 
Auxilfaiy  2000,  for  the  same  purpose.  Similar  grants,  of 
vnricjus  amoiuits,  have  been  since  made,  at  diHerent  time*,  to 
the  alwjve,  and  to  other  larn;e  towns  throughout  the  kingdain. 

The  re^wrt  of  the  Domestic  Aguney  was  again  very 
encouraging :  125  new  Societies  were  formed  during  the  ye;ir. 
Of  thesie,  fui-ty-two  liad  been  established  and  orguuizud  by  means 
of  local  agency  (alluded  to  in  a  former  page),  the  beiietits 
arising  from  which  began  more  and  mare  to  show  theuisclvca. 
The  Rev.  T-  Brookcj  having  resigned  his  office  of  Pomesitic 
Agent  of  tlie  Society,  the  services  of  Mr.  T.  J.  Baume  were 
eugagcd  far  that  deportment. 

The  Merchant  St^anien's  Auxiliary  Society  rejiortej  18,497 
visits  durhig  the  year,  made  to  ships,  from  various  nations,  and 
3942  copies  of  Scriptiu'^s  disposed  of. 

Large  grants  contuiued  to  be  made  f"ir  the  benefit  of  poor 
Highlanders;  and  the  numerous  lustitutioits  in  the  tlirce 
kingdoms,  accustomed  to  receive  the  liberality  of  the  Society, 
were  assisted  as  usual,  and  to  a  large  extent. 

At  the  jKM'iod  now  under  review,  a  n^uvement  was  made  by 
the  Society  formed  a  few  years  before,  under  iho  title  of  the 
Trinitarian  Bible  Society,  wliich  proved  a  source  of  no  small 

*  For  some  nS  these  details  see  "Monthly  Extmrta*'  for  June,  July, 
Aug-ust,  1830,  fl].*o  Annua]  Keport  1840,  pp.  sdi  to  cii.  The  District 
VUitint^  books  of  the  Ixmdo'D  City  MisE^ion,  containing  the  nmncs  and 
r^-siilePfftt  of  nil  the  I'umiJif;*  vi^irrd  and  supplied  by  their  iigriil,^^  iind  a 
map  cf  tlie  nit trojiolis,  willi  sill  lii*-  tii;vi.Tril  diiitricilf  inmiVrfil  iitid  iiiarked 
(Hit  for  referem^e,  were  hanilicti  over  to  thf  Bible  Society,  and  tiiv  prbscrv«Mi 
by  thium  oa  a  meiuoriiJ  of  thifi  uitcreitting  tnovement. 
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annoyance  and  disquietude,  though  happily  of  no  material 
or  [KTinanent  injury  to  tlie  elder  So^^iety:  it  had  rrference  to 
tlie  suhject  of  forpEgn  translations  or  versions* 

Attacks  had  repeatedly  been  made  on  some  of  the  Society's 
foreign  versions^  which  had  eitlier  Iwen  successfully  refuted,* 
or  otiierwise  aatisfactorily  disposed  of.f  Those  charges,  how- 
ever, had  related,  for  the  moat  part.,  to  detached  and  separate 
versions:  but  now  a  whole  class — all  such,  in  fact,  as  were 
made,  or  were  considered  to  be  made,  from  the  Vulgate — were 
to  ha  brought  under  one  sweeping  condemnation,  including 
most  of  the  versions  in  use  among  the  Roman  Catholics.  The 
charge  attempted  to  be  established  was,  that  none  of  them 
deserved  to  he  called  the  *'  word  of  God ;"  the  inference  being, 
that  to  suppose  that  in  largely  supplying  Roman  Catholic 
countriea  with  these  versions  we  were  furnishing  them  with  the 
Bible,  was  to  labour  under  a  delusion.  Tlie  use  made  of  the 
whole  was  to  support  an  appeal  to  British  Christians  to  come 
fgrward  with  liberal  contributioBSj  to  enable  the  Trinitarian 
Bible  Society,  as  a  "Society  formed  on  scriptural  principles,'' 
to  substitute,  in  due  timCj  "faithful  versions"  made  from  the 
original  Hebrew  aiid  Greek. 

These  views  and  objecta  of  the  TrinitaWan  Bible  Society 
were  put  forth  in  an  official  document  purporting  to  be  a  **  Re- 
port respecting  certain  versions  of  the  Bible,  which  are  circu- 
lated by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,**  and  prefaced 
by  a  "Letter,"  signed  by  the  Secretary  of  that  Society,  "ad- 
dressed to  all  who  arc  interested  in  the  circulation  of  the  word 
of  God,"  The  Report  contains  an  esnmanation  of  the  Portu- 
guese version  in  use  among  the  Roman  Catholics,  as  comjtared 
with  tho  English  authorized  version,  and  quotations  are  given 
ftccompadexi  with  remarks,  from  the  Spanish^  French^  and 
Italian  versions,  used  also  hy  Roman  Catholics, 

The  only  official  notice  taken  by  the  Britiah  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society  of  the  above  documents,  and  of  the  imputations 
implied  in  them,^  is  to  he  found  in  the  conclusion  of  the 
Society's  Annual  Report  for  183^,  in  which  the  subject  is  tlius 
introduced:  — 


•  Mabnitt& — f^uriuoni' 
t  Turkish— Dullish. 


-rrenc^h. 


BRITISH  AlTD  FOREIGN  BIBtE  SOCIETT. 


"If  there  he  any  part  of  tho  Society's  field  of  labour  on  which 
your  Comniiltee  might  luak  back  with  feelings  of  peculiar 
satisfaction  and  devout  gratitvide^any  part  in  which  they  might 
conceive  that  there  are  plain  inanifuatatloiia  of  the  Divine 
b3esshi£  having  accoinpanitHl  their  endeavours — it  would  be 
those  [wrtians  of  Roman  Catholic  countries  into  which  they 
have  been  permitted  to  pour  thousands  of  copies  of  the  New 
Testament,  in  the  French,  Italian,  Spanish,  and  Portuguese 
languuiges;  in  versions  to  which  the  coumiunities  in  those 
countries  stand  nearly  in  the  same  relation  aa  the  community 
of  this  country  does  to  the  authorized  English  vci'sion." 

Similar  statementSj  it  api>ears,  had  been  made  at  public 
meetings,  by  the  Secretary  and  other  advocates  of  tho  Trini- 
tarian Bible  Society^  and  disseminated  throxigb  the  medium  of 
the  provincial  press.  These  statements  had,  however,  now 
assumed  a  shape  and  a  form  which  seemed  to  render  it  impera- 
tive upon  the  Committee  to  notice  them. 

After  a  brief  aceonnt  of  the  above  "document"  and  "letter," 
and  the  reasons  yfhy  they  deemed  It  imperative  upon  them  not 
to  leave  them  wholly  unnoticed,  the  Committee  proceed  to 
explain  and  vindicate  the  course  hitherto  pursued  by  the  So- 
ciety, and  which  they  indicate  it  was  their  intention  atill  to 
follow,  in  regard  to  foreign  versions. 

In  doing  this,  it  ia  shown  that  the  principle  on  which  the 
Society  acted,  with  regard  to  foreign  versions,  had  been  to 
adopt  such  as  were  found  in  use,  and,  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent,  authorised,  in  the  respective  religious  communions  for 
which  they  were  specially  intended,  provided  they  were  judged 
to  be,  on  the  whole,  fttUhful  versions  ;*  and  that,  with  regard  to 
the  versions  immediately  under  accusation,  they  had  been 
taken,  not  in  ignorance  of  their  many  and  serious  defects 
(which  they  share,  more  or  less.  In  common  with  all  versions, 
our  own  eicellent  authorised  English  version  not  exceptetl); 
nor  yet  in  preference  to,  much  less  to  the  exclusion  of  Pro- 
testant versions,  where  they  could  be  advantageously  intro- 

•  Ad  inataDCe  is  pven  where  the  Sodety's  aid  wus  withdrnwq  oltogethei" 
fnjiJl  w  ^'■nL■iety  (thw  Geneva  Bible  StK-iety),  beeause  it  had  adojitpd  a  new 
French  version,  which  bore  upon  it  the  stamp  and  cliarai:t«r  uf  aa  urt- 
fattfiJ\U  vernoa. 
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duceJ ;  but  simply  bec&Ude>  In  auch  countries  as  Spain,  Poi*- 
tugal,  FrancBj  anil  Italy,  wIiltc  tlio  Roman  Catliolic  religion 
prodoimnales,  it  seemed^  after  some  trial,  hopeleaa  to  expect 
any  extensive  circulation  of  the  Scriptures,  except  in  the 
versions  recognised  by  the  mass  of  the  people;  and  I>ecatLsc 
experience  had  shown  (a  fact  which  later  experience  has 
largely  and  fully  confinned)  that  these  imperfect  versions, 
as  they  are  admitted  to  lie,  are  capable,  uudtir  the  blessing  of 
God,  of  becoming  miglitily  and  most  efficaciously  inatru- 
incjntal  in  exposing  error,  and  in  imparting  saving  truth  to  tho 
soul. 

It  may  beobaerved  that  the  Committeo,  in  their  vindication, 
do  not  deprecate  or  denounce  every  attempt  to  form  new  ver- 
sions, or  to  revise  existing  ones ;  on  the  contrary,  tlioy  bid 
God-speed  to  all  who  may  deem  themselves  called  to  the 
task:  but  they  acknowledge  that  they  themselves  sbriulc  from 
the  magnitude  of  the  attempt,  and  they  plead,  that  until  these 
more  perfect  versions  should  appear  and  bo  accejited,  they 
mlt;lit  be  allowed  to  carry  forward  the  work  with  such  means 
as  were  already  possessed,  and  from  which  the  Divine  sanction 
and  blessing  did  not  appear  to  be  withheld. 

Such,  in  aubstance,  were  the  explanations  given  in  justifi- 
cation of  the  Society's  proceedings. 

But  while  the  Committee  contented  themselves  with  thus 
simply  stating  the  principle  upon  which  they  bad  acted  with 
regard  to  their  versions,  together  with  the  reasons  wliich  seenied 
to  justify  an  adliereiice  to  that  principle  in  future,  there  were 
other  friends  of  tho  S<5ciety  who  thotight  that  somclhing 
further  was  desirable,  some  of  wliom,  in  their  individual  ca- 
pacity, now  came  forward  in  its  defence, 

"  Kcmarlcs"  on  the  painphlet  of  the  Trinitarian  Bible  So- 
ciety were  published,  uadcr  the  signature  of  T.  II.,*  ixi  "Two 
Lottprs  to  the  Rev.  A.  Brandi'ani."  These  are  chiefly  occnpied 
in  examining  and  exposing  the  character  of  the  criticisms  con- 
tained in  the  pamphlet,  with  a  view  to  show  the  futility  of 
some,  and  tlic  utter  groundlessness  of  others,  as  well  as  tho 
fallacy  of  the  general  argument  founded  Q[>on  theui. 

•  T.  11. —  ttev.  JiL>^p|ib  Jfiwetc,  F^uperintfniltait  of  the  tditortol  depart-- 
mtnt  of  tlie  iSocirly. 
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In  liis  pi*or[ice  the  writer  gives  tlits  general  deHcri]>tion  of 
the  impugned  versions  in  questio]i ; — 

"  All  the  world  knew,  or  ouglit  to  have  known,  that  w!mt 
are  called  Roman  Catholic  versions  are,  in  the  njain,  fuithftil 
renderings  of  tiie  old  Latin  Vulgate,  which  (being  itself  a 
revision,  made  hj  St,  Jerome,  of  a  Latin  translation  still  more 
ancient),  has  been  for  nearly  fourteen  centuries  the  authorised 
vcr$ion  of  Western  Christendom;  tli  at  these  modern  versions 
were  in  existence  before  the  Society  began  its  task  of  multi- 
plication and  distribution ;  and  what  h  more,  that  they  are 
full  of  Gospel  truth ;  so  full,  that,  in  spite  of  all  the  renderings 
which  are  aaid  to  favour  Popery,  the  Romish  Hierarchy  is 
persecuting,  in  its  madness,  those  wHo  circulate  or  receive 
them." 

In  the  course  of  these  letters,  the  following  is  given  as  the 
true  state  of  the  case,  with  regard  to  these  foreign  versionB,  so 
far  as  tlie  Bible  Society  was  concerned : — 

The  Writer,  still  addressing  the  Secretary  of  the  So- 
ciety, remni'fca — "  I  woidd  briefly  state  what  I  conceive  to  be 
the  position  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  with 
regard  to  Its  foreign  vewion^. 

"  Ton  began  with  distributing  Protestant  versions  alone, 
and  have  never  ceased  to  distribute  them,  where  tJiey  can  be 
obtained.  Yon  did  so,  even  in  Portugal ;  yon  have  circulatetl, 
and  to  this  day  continue  to  circulate,  that  very  translation 
which  the  Trinitarian  Society  pronounces  to  be  excellent;  and, 
if  the_y  are  revising  it,  so  also  aje  yoH. 

"  Itotaaa  Catholics  rejected  these  versions,  declaring  that 
they  had  been  corrupted  by  the  Protestants.  Tiie  pric&ts  de- 
nounced, and  even  burned  them;  and  the  people  would  not 
receive  them. 

"  You  knew  that  they  had  an  anciont  version  of  llieir  own— 
tlie  Latin  Vulgate — to  which  the  Romii^h  Church  assigns  an 
anthority  of  the  very  same  kind  as  that  which  we  give  to  the 
English  Bible  of  King  James. 

"You  found  that  learned  individnak,  in  the  different  coun- 
ti'ies  of  Esifopc:,  had  made  translations  of  tins  authorised  ver- 
sion, generally  acconnwmying  them  with  not^s  ;  that  these 
translations  were,  for    the    most    pm-t,    faithful ;    but    that 
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while,  as  literary  works,  they  were  countenanced  by  tlie 
Hierarchy,  the  people  nt  large  had  but  little  or  no  access  to 
them,  in  consequence  of  their  voluminoua  Size  and  their  high 
price, 

"  In  the  Vulgate,  thus  translated,  you  knew  that  there  were 
indeed  discrepancies  from  our  own  version,  more  or  less  im- 
portant, but  that  the  whole  mass  of  Gospel  truth  was  con- 
tained therein,  nevertheless ;  and  that,  in  the  hand  of  the 
Spirit  of  God,  they  were  *  able  to  muke  men  wise  unto  sal- 
vation, through  faith  which  is  in  Christ  Jesiis.' 

**  You  believed  that  the  chief  success  of  the  Eomish  priests, 
in  twisting  to  their  own  purpose  certain  doubtful  or  erroneous 
renderings,  arose  from  their  not  giving  to  tlit:  people  the  entire 
word  of  God  in  a  language  which  they  could  nnderstand- 
The  conversion  of  Lnther  and  of  tlie  other  Reformers  to  a 
purer  Goapd,  by  rpading  the  Latin  Vulgate,  was  an  ample 
warrant  for  such  a  belief. 

"  Scparfiting  the  foreign  versions  from  their  annotations,  you 
tried  a  bold  experiment  To  Roman  Catholics,  who  would 
not  admit  Protestant  Bibles,  you  offered  their  own.  The  cry 
of  tlie  priests  still  was,  '  Tli^y  are  falsified/  You  diaproved! 
the  accusation.  The  people  were  convinced ;  disregarded  their 
priests ;  and  accepted  the  gift, 

"  Is  this  all?  Nay,  verily,  God  himself  has  'given  testi- 
mony to  the  word  of  His  grace,'  by  making  these  books  '  tlio 
savour  of  life  unto  life*  to  thousands. 

A  "  Defence  of  the  proceedings  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Soeiety,  in  reference  to  the  (so-called)  Roman  Catholic 
versions,  with  a  plea  for  their  continued  circulation,"  was  also 
published  by  John  Radley,  Esq.,  a  member  of  the  Coouuittee 
of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,*  In  this  the  writer 
shows  that  Homau  Catholic  versions  (so  called,  but  Jiot  with 
strict  propriety)  bad  longjbeen  circulated  by  tlie  Society,  and 
that  there  had  been  no  concealment  of  the  fact:  further,  that 
this  practice  Imd  arisen,  not  from  any  preference  for  these 
versions,  considered  in  themseh^es ;  for  in  each  case,  viz.  that 
of  the  Gennan,  the  French,  the  Itidian,  the  Spanish,  the  Pop- 

*  Second  EkJition,  &^<^Vyi  Ileet  Street.  A  TLdrd  EdilioDj  enlarged, 
llOB  AiIJ(^e  been  [■ul>lisl)ed^  la  1360. 
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tuguese,  the  attempt  had  first  been  miwlo  to  introduce  tlie 
Protestant  vei-sion ;  and  tliat,  only  on  the  failure,  or  very 
partial  success,  of  this  attempt,  had  tbe  practice  been  changed. 
Some  observations  arc  tlien  made  on  the  general  characttT  of 
tbe  Vulgate,  and  of  the  several  versions  above  alluded  to, 
derived  from  it  j  while  a  few  of  the  renderings,  tvliich  bad  been 
selected  and  dwelt  upon  as  peculiarly  objectionable,  are 
criticailly  considered,  for  tho  purpose  of  showing  that  their 
imperfections  are  hot  such  aa  to  forbid  their  publication.  A 
number  of  testimonies  are  aftenvards  adduced  (from  the 
French  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  and  from  some  of  the  So- 
ciety's well-known  correspondents,  such  as  Colonel  Tronehin, 
Rev,  T.  Hartley,  Rev  S.  Gi'Imshawo,  Kev.  Mr.  Martin,  Rev, 
Mr.  Monod,  Rev.  E.  Panchaud,  Rev.  Mr.  Deviame,  <&c.)  in 
prnof  of  the  great  and  very  extensive  benefit  which  had 
already  arisen  from,  and  which  might  be  expected  to  follow 
tlie  use  of  these  impugi^ed  versions. 

These  testimonies,  it  ia  true,  are  confined  to  the  version  by 
De  Sacy — tbe  French  Roman  Catholic  version ;  this  version 
h.tving  had  by  far  the  largest  circulation,  and  thus  affording 
the  best  opportunity  for  obtaining  evidence  of  tbe  effects  ac- 
tually produced  by  it ;  but  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
any  ditlercnt  resaU  would  have  followed  from  other  veraiona, 
iiaving  the  same  origin  and  bearing  the  same  character,  espe- 
cially if  the  following  statement,  made  in  one  of  the  alK>ve 
pamphlets,  as  a  conclusion  from  a  targe  and  careful  inquiry 
into  the  facts  of  tbe  case,  be  sustained,  and  no  refutation  of 
it  appears  to  have  been  oven  attempted, 

•'  it  may  be  just  added,"  says  Mr,  Radloy,  "  that  never  yel 
has  a  single  instance  been  recorded  in  which  either  a  Protestant 
has  been  reduced  from  his  faith,  or  a  Roman  Catholic  confirmed 
in  his  errors,  by  me-ans  of  De  Sacy'a,  or,  indeed,  by  any  one  of 
the  Society's  Roman  Catholic  versions ;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  is  proved  beyond  all  questioUj  that,  by  the  circulation 
of  these  versions,  the  Protestant  cause  has  gathered  large 
accessions,  and  that  even  Protestants  themselves  have  been 
awakened  to  a  more  lively  sense  of  their  privileges  and 
,  duties." 

Another  p:implilet,  on  the  same  snlijert,  was  issued  by  the 
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HOME,  same  author,  entitled,  "  The  Bible  Society  and  its  Versions." 
ChTxii.  These  two  pamphlets  did  good  service  to  the  Society,  and 
brought  it  under  no  small  obligation  to  its  disinterested  de- 
fender and  advocate. 

A  warm  discussion  on  the  subject  of  versions  was  kept  up 
for  some  time  by  the  Trinitarian  Bible  Society,  or  its  abettors, 
and  attempts  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  to  renew  it ; 
but  the  above  publications,  in  connection  with  articles  whicli 
have  appeared  in  different  periodical  works,  contributed  to 
allay  the  rising  apprehensions  of  some  of  the  friends  of  Bible 
distribution,  and  in  general  to  satisfy  tlie  members  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  that  the  course  pursued  by 
the  Committee  was  right,  and  that  the  circulation  of  these 
versions  might  safely  and  profitably  be  continued,  until  ver- 
sions decidedly  better,  and  equally  adapted  to  tlie  purpose, 
should  be  forthcoming.  To  this  principle  the  Society  still 
adheres. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

UEDUCTION  OF  THE  COST  OF  THE  SACKED  SCRIPTUUES. 

1840—1844, 

Measures  adopted  hy  the  Society  for  Orants  of  Scripturet  to 
Schooli,at  reduced  cost — Agitation  of  the  Right  of  Printing 
Scriptures — Efforts  of  Dr.  A.  Thomson  and  Dr.  CampbeU — 
Reduced  scale  adopted  by  the  Queen's  Printers — Improvement 
in  the  quality  of  Bibles  as  boohs — Donation  from  tlie  Wesleyan 
Centenary  Fund — Royal  Patronage  given  to  the  Society — 
Fortieth  Anniversary  of  the  Society,  and  concluding  Reactions 
of  the  Report. 

A  REFERENCE  has,  in  different  parts  of  our  narrative,  been      uoME. 
made  to  the  measures  adopted  by  the  Society  for  assisting  the   „    'Tjj, 
schools  of  the  poor,  and  the  jxwr  generally,  by  an  issue  of  tlie        — 
Scriptures,  either  gratuitously,  or  at  reduced  prices.  ' 

A  measure  of  this  kind,  important  not  only  in  itself,  but  Measure* 
from  the  consequences  to  wliich  it  led,  was  introduced  at  the  jn-  cost  of 
beginning  of  1840,  and  now  demands  some  notice.  r'*''h*'*' 

In  the  month  of  January  of  that  year  it  was  resolved  to  Sdiook,&e, 
issue  a  Bible  and  Testament,  at  the  very  reduced  prices  of 
eighteenpence  and  sixpence  respectively* — a  measure  origi- 
nally intended  for  this  country,  but  afterwards  extended  to  the 
colonies.  The  occasion  of  adopting  this  Resolution,  and  the 
reasons  which  led  to  such  a  step  being  taken  at  that  particular 
juncture,  were  set  forth  in  a  circular  addressed  to  the  Com- 
mittees and  Officers,  &C.,  of  Auxiliaries,  with  additional  Reso- 
lutions accompanying  it,  designed  more  fully  to  explain  the 
principles  on  which  it  was  intended  that  the  sale  of  this  parti- 
cular Bible  and  Testament  should  be  made. 

In  tliis  circular  it  is  announced,  that  the  Committee,  having 

*  The  cost  being:  3#.  Gd.  and  Is.  id. 
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had  brought  under  their  notice  the  qncstion  regarding  a  more 
liberal  supply  of  thy  aacred  Scriptures  to  Sunday  Schools, 
tcigethe;"  with  the  not  Ies3  imjwrtant  one,  how  to  make  th© 
Scriptures  more  accesaible  to  tlie  people  generally  ;  had,  after 
much  deliberation,  and  taking  into  account  the  great  interest 
excited  on  the  subject  of  Education  in  all  quaiiers,  and  the 
portentous  aspect  of  the  times,  resolved  to  offer,  on  the 
part  of  the  Society,  to  supply  schools  for  the  poor,  of  every 
kind,  with  copies  of  a  Bible  and  Testament,  at  the  prices 
stated  aboTe  (\s,  6d,  and  6rf.) ;  to  withdraw  the  restrictions 
heretofore  laid  on  all  copies  supplied  to  Sunday  Schools,  that 
they  should  be  "exclusively  for  use  In  the  schools;"  and  to 
permit  the  children  in  these  and  all  other  schools  to  enjoy 
the  same  advantage — a  general  sale  of  this  particular  Bible 
and  Testatiient  at  these  prices  being,  at  the  same  time,  allowed 
to  all  the  Auxiliaries,  Branches,  and  Associations. 

In  the  additional  Resolution  it  was  stated  that  the 
object  in  view,  in  the  contemplated  reduction,  was  to  benefit 
the  jjoor,  and  to  facilitate  the  possession  of  the  Holy  Scrip* 
tares  by  every  young  jwrson  in  Sunday,  and  other  Schools 
throughout  the  kingdom ;  but  that  it  was  not  iiiit<?nded  to  antho- 
rise  the  sule  of  Bibles  or  Testaments  to  bookseUerSj  or  any 
other  parties,  for  the  purposes  of  pecuniary  advantage. 
Various  other  instructions  were  added,  for  caiTyiiig  the 
measure  into  practical  effect 

No  sooner  was  the  above  determination  made  known,  than 
the  most  gratifying  testimonies  were  forwarded  from  Auxiliary 
Societies,  Sunday  School  Unions,  as  well  as  from  nnmeroua 
individuals  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  as  to  the  delight 
with  which  the  measure  was  hailed.  This  was  expressed,  not 
only  in  the  fonn  of  resolutions  and  letters,  but,  in  several 
instances,  of  special  and  liberal  contributions.  The  Soutb- 
wark  Auxiliary,  ever  foremost  in  its  zeal  and  activity,  distin- 
guished itself,  on  this  occasion,  by  a  prompt  and  liberal 
donation  of  £808  (in  addition  to  its  ordinary  contributions) 
towards  meeting  the  great  loss  to  which,  by  this  measure,  the 
Parent  Society  had  become  exposed.  The  hope  was  indulged 
that  this  noble  example  of  the  Southwark  Auxiliary  would 
have  been  follo^\od  in  other  part*  of  the  kingdom,  bo  oa  to 
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Biistnin  the  Society  in  a  sncrifirc,  the  probable  extent  of  \vlik'h 
it  was  not  easy  to  calcuht^. 

It  was  sooht  howijvur,  discovered,  that  notwitlisfandmi;;  ary 
special  itid  wliicli  liad  been  received,  or  trould  be  reasoiuibly 
anticipatod,  the  sacHfifc  which  the  Society  would  liavo  to 
sufJer,  by  a  continuance  of  the  sales  in  question^  woub!  soon 
reaoh  fin  amount  seriously  embarrassing,  if  not  even  exliaust- 
ing  to  the  ruiuU  of  the  Soc;icty;  and,  at  any  rate,  would  be 
fireatly  disproportionate,  considering  th*  numerous  other 
claiuts  to  which  it  WhT.s  liable.  It  was  therefore  found  neces- 
sary, after  an  experiment  of  six  months,  to  suspend  the 
operation  of  the  measure ;  the  iesues  during  that  period,  viz, 
from  Februaiy  1st  to  August  10th,  being  382,377  copies,  on 
wlt[ch  there  accrued  a  loss  to  the  Society  of  no  less  a  sum 
than  £14,410.  U.  Id, 

But  thongh  this  particular  measure  was  suspended,  the 
object  contemplated  in  it,  that  of  furnishing  the  Scriptiu'i^s  at 
low  prices  for  schools  and  the  poor,  was  not  lost  sight  of,  and 
inquiries  were  instituted,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  liow 
far  it  Tnight  be  practicable  to  reduce  the  loss  of  the  required 
bonks,  without  materially  detracting  from  their  quahty- 

II  may  here  be  remarked  that  the  Committee  liad  long  been 
intent  on  the  twofold  object  of  reducing  the  coat,  and  im- 
proving the  quality  of  tlie  books  issued  by  the  Society;  and 
tlieir  remarkable  success  in  this  endeavour  may  be  seen,  by 
comparing,  both  as  to  price  and  quality,  the  Iwoks  first  issued 
by  the  Society,  with  those  in  use  at  the  jxiiriod  now  referred 
t*3 :  nor  is  it  surprising,  after  having  tieen  at  bo  much  painsj 
through  a  scries  of  years,  in  raising  (and  at  last  fixing)  the 
standard  of  quality,  that  tlioy  should  have  been  somewhut 
slow  in  departing  from  it.  AVhilst,  however,  the  Comtnittee 
were  dehbci-ating  on  the  best  mean?  of  obtaining  a  reduction 
of  the  prices  of  certain  kinds  of  books,  without  materia!  detri- 
ment as  to  their  quality,  the  whole  subject  was,  in  a  great 
measure,  taken  out  of  their  hands  by  concurring  events,  over 
which  they  had  but  little  control,  but  which  led  to  a  reduction 
of  prices  far  more  extensive  than  the  Society  had  originoJly 
[imposed,  or  could  have  previously  anticipated. 

The  ciroumstAnce  alluded  to   was  the  renewal  and  widc- 
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HOME,  spread  agitation  of  the  question  relating  to  the  eTclusive 
Cu."xill.  right  and  privilege  of  certain  parties  to  print  the  Eughsh 
Scriptures^  These  rights  and  privile'ge&  bad  long  IjL-eu  es- 
clusivfly  enjoyed — in  Scotland,  by  the  King's  printer  for 
^r^KM'T  f  ^^^^^  kingdoms  aii^d  in  England^  by  tbe  King's  printer,  and 
also  by  the  two  Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge;  in 
the  two  former  cases  hy  "  Letters  Patent,"  hi  the  latter  by 
ancient  and  nnquestioned  *' privilege."  On  the  expiration  of 
the  last  *:' patent  "  for  Scotland,  which  took  place  in  1839,  the 
monopoly,  for  such  it  strictly  was  in  that  country,  ceased,  and 
liberty  of  printing  Bibles  and  Testaments,  as  well  as  cither 
hooks  heretofoi-e  included  In  the  patent,  waa  granted  to  all, 
under  certain  restrictions,  imposed  by  a  "  Board  "  appointed 
hy  Government  when  the  monopoly  was  abolished. 

The  subject  of  exclusive  riglUs  Mid  privileges,  in  regard 
to  the  printing  of  the  Scripturea,  vraa  just  awakening  at- 
tention in  this  eounti-y,  when  the  suspension  of  tlie  measure  of 
supplying  a  cheap  Bible  and  Testament  to  schools  hy  the 
Bible  Society  took  place,  in  cansequeuco  of  the  losa  thereby 
incuiTed.  This  8usj>ensiou  gave  great  impetus  to  the  dis- 
cussion which  ntjw  ensued. 

Availing  himself  of  this  circumstance,  Dr.  Adam  Thonip- 
aon,  of  Coldstream,  who  had  taken  an  active  part  in  the  pro- 
ceedings which  had  tukcn  ytlaoe  in  Scotland,— being  powerfully 
assisted  in  England  by  Dr.  John  Campbell — proceetkd  to  rouse 
the  English  public  to  a  consideration  of  the  question,  by 
holding  public  meetings,  and  hy  widely  circulating,  thi'ongh 
the  press,  long  and  earnest  appeals,  statements,  &c.,  on  a 
subject  which  could  not  fail  to  interest  all  religious  com- 
munities. 

The  avowed  object  of  these  numerous  statements  and  fen'id 
ap^ieaU,  was  to  obtain  a  great  reduction  in  the  price  of  Bibles 
and  TestauiL-nts*  slnitUir  to  that  which  had  been  found  to  lake 
place  in  Scotland  on  the  cessation  of  the  patent*  In  order  to 
the  attainment  of  tliis  object,  on  attack  was  made  on  the  parties 
holding  exclusLVO  |>rivileges  in  this  conuti'y,  more  particularly 
on  tlic  King's  printer; — all  of  whom  were  cliarged  with  obtain- 
ing exorbitant  prices,  which,  it  was  contended,  would  no 
longer  be  the  case,  were  the  liberty  of  printing  the  Scrip- 
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turos   thrown   open,  and  a  free  and  unfettered  competition 
encouraged. 

It  is  not  necessary  here  to  enter  mto  the  history  and  merita 
of  this  fontroversy,  especiaJly  as  the  Coinmitlce  of  t!ie  Bible 
Society  felt  themselves  precludt^  from  taking  any  pjirt  in  iu 
The  effect  of  it  was,  to  induce  the  pi-ivilogt'd  partiea  them- 
selves to  take  measures  for  bringing  out  nuuioraua  editions  of 
Bihles  and  Testaments,  at  greatly  reduced  prices,  wliicb  prices 
have  been  since  stall  further  reduced,  so  that  it  lias  become 
qncstionaMa  wliother  an  entirely  open  competition  could 
accomplish  more.  The  object  having  been,  to  so  happy  an 
extent,  attained,  the  iigitalio]i  was  s|>eedily  allowed  to  cease. 

The  subject  having  awakened  considerable  interest  at  the 
time,  the  results  of  its  discussion  were  looked  for  with  some 
ajixicty  on  the  part  of  some  of  tlie  frionda  of  the  Society, 
The  whole  movement  is  thus  adverted  to  by  the  Committee,  in 
their  Report  for  1841  :  — 

"  From  that  post  of  observation  in  which  they  have  been 
placed,  and  at  which  they  have  not  been  indtlTerent  or  care- 
less observers,  but  rather,  on  the  other  hand,  anxious  watchers 
of  what  has  been  passing  around  them,  ibcy  have  seen  ele- 
ments at  work  which  threatened  to  endanger  the  peace  of  the 
Society  ;  but  they  trust  that  the  danger  is  past.  They  have 
themselves  been  iiu'ited  to  take  part  in  certain  movements  that 
have  been  going  forward ;  and  their  reluctance  so  to  do  has 
been  somewhat  misunderstood. 

"  It  will  be  immediately  perceivtfd  that  the  Committee  here 
allude  to  public  proceedings  that  have  taken  plnce»  among 
friends  of  the  Society,  upon  the  subject  of  tlic  exclualre  right 
of  printing  the  English  Scriptures,  er>jovcd  bv  the  two  Uni- 
versities nnd  the  Queen's  printer.  Oti  one  jsoint,  connected 
with  that  subject,  entire  unanimity  has  prevailed  In  your  Com- 
mittee; and  they  may  here  take  the  opportunity  of  recording 
their  3olL>nin  and  deliberate  conviction*  tluit  it  is  ihe  duty,  not 
only  of  tlie  Committee,  hut  of  the  Societj*  at  large,  as  a 
Society,  to  abstain  from  any  hitert'ercnce  in  the  matter^  either 
to  promote  the  continuance,  nr  to  obtain  the  removal,  of  the 
restrictions.  In  their  private  capacities,  of  course,  the  mem- 
hc-rs  are  left  to  act  entirely  according  to  their  own  judgment; 
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HOME,     hut,  as  the  pence  and  n&efiihiess  of  the  Societj  are  rnlued, 
Ch.  XIII,    yi'ur  Cotiimittce  woiiKl  iitip]ore  tlic  Cummittees  of  Auxiliary 
—         SooietiL^s,  Branches^  and  Associationa,  to   renuun,  with  Ihem- 
selves,  in  nn  cntir*?Iv  neutral  position. 

"  While  the  Clomniittee  do  not  intend  ta  enlarge  upon  thia 
aulijt'ct,  there  are  yet  one  nr  two  statements  wludi  they  do 
feel  called  upon  to  make.  As  regards  thomselvesj  the  Com- 
mittee can  truly  say,  that  the  auhject  of  the  prifes  paid  for 
the  Scriptiire^tj  including  the  ptirehascj  of  the  copies  in  sheets 
and  the  binding,  has  ever  engaged  a  large  measure  of  tiieir 
attention;  and  tliat  they  have  laboured  to  obtain  thein  at  tlje 
lowest  |xissiblc  ijfice,  consistent  with  a  due  re^rd  to  tlie 
general  execution  of  the  work,  and  tlie  qujility  of  the  paper ; 
looking  partly,  indeed,  at  the  beauty  of  the  appearanee  of  the 
volumes  but  much  more  at  its  texture  and  proraisc  of  dura- 
bility. The  Conimittec  mlglit  go  into  detail,  showing  that,  while 
the  general  ebaracter  of  the  books  issued  has  been  manifestly 
improving,  the  price  that  has  been  paid  has  been  projmrtion- 
ably  Jccreasiiig.  To  determine  the  point  at  whieh  it  shall 
be  said  tliat  excellency  has  reaehed  its  hei^Iit,  is  not  an  easy 
matter.  It  ts  one  upon  which  a  Committee  innst  eirum  Ut 
exercise  its  l>est  jndtrment.  Perhaps  it  may  be  thnnij;ht  that, 
in  adopting  the  standard  by  wlueh  they  have  been  <»uided,  tlie 
Committeo  hare  erred,  and  have  raised  it  too  hi<:b ;  but  it 
does  become  tliem  friwkly  to  declare,  that,  up  to  the  time  of 
the  suspension  of  the  issue  of  the  cheapened  B]]>Ies  and  Testa- 
ments in  Aiitjust  last,  they  bad  thoc^dit  that  Bibles  and 
Testiuncnts,  inlerior  in  quality  to  tbosL'  previously  used,  ought 
not  to  be  issued ;  so  that  they  must,  in  all  fairness,  admit  that 
a  portion  of  blame,  if  iilame  there  be,  for  the  comparatively 
hi^h  price  whieh  has  becu  paid  for  the  Scriptures,  attaches 
tn  themselves. 

"  Again,  it  would  seem,  from  the  recently  published  Cata- 
logue of  the  Queen's  pointer,  that  great  reductions  are  now 
made  to  the  trade  and  to  the  public,  for  books  that  ore  still  to 
he  kept  up  in  their  quality  to  that  standard  below  wliirh  th« 
Coruujitlee  declint'd  to  make  purrliases  up  to  the  mouth  of 
August  Iflst.  The  Committee  do  not  feel  it  to  be  tlieii'  afiiiir 
to  utTer  cither  explanations  or  apologies  for  thezrc  reduetton»: 
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Imt  It  is  onlyjuat  U*  tJiLMiisolvea  and  to  tht*  Printer  to  say, 
thai,  Ihv  a  consul eiuhlf  time  betore  tlie  present  agitation  on 
the  subjet-'t  arose,  tha  Printer  had  been  supplying  the  Uihle 
Society,  as  Itirgi:  omauruers,  at  prices  even  lower  than 
thost!  iit  wliicli  he  mivv  oftiii's  to  su|>ply  tho  traAv  and  tho  puhliu, 

"  On  the  subjtH!:!  of  other  remarkably  cheap  editions  now 
ott'ererl  to  the  SffcietV)  the  Committei'  have  only  to  say  that 
tliuy  iVfcly  rcluiqiiish  their  own  long-L-berishcd  opinion  as  to 
the  standard  of  quality,  and  have  placed  them  all  upon  the 
Society's  lists  ;  and  will  rejoice,  to<fethcr  with  others,  in  the 
ho|>e  that  they  may  contribute  to  a  niui:!h  larrjer  distribuHou 
of  the  Sftcrcd  VoUmio  in  our  onvh  beloved  land,  the  wants  of 
whicli  are  still  far  from  being  supiilicd." 

Tho  di&cussion  relating  to  a  reduction  of  the  prices  of  Bibles 
and  Testaments,  though  it  turned  chiefly  on  the  point  oftli« 
printing  of  the  book?,  naturally  included,  also,  a  consideration 
of  the  bindinji:  ^  a  br:uich  of  the  work  with  which  the  priviiegwl 
printers  bad  nothuig  to  do.  In  this  department  a  considerable 
rediirtinn  was  now  effertod,  and  a  greater  variety  wa3  intro- 
duced into  the  manner  and  style  of  biiiding;,  so  as  to  render 
the  volumes  more  attractivL' ;  it  being,  however,  stipulated 
by  the  Society  that  tlie  books  in  superior  and  ornajneutal 
bindings  should  not  be  sold  under  cost  price. 

The  Society  now  returned  to  the  supply  of  books  at  low 
prices  fibr  schools  and  the  pour,  with  a  much  smaller  loss 
than  heretofore:  the  price  was  fixed  at  Gd.  for  v.  Testa- 
ment, and  l*.  9d,  for  a  Bible ;  afterwards  reduced  to  4.^, 
and  10(/,,  at  which  the  price  continues  to  the  present  day. 

The  following  reflectlQUS,  which  occur  in  a  precetling  Kc- 
[tort,  may  not  be  found  out  of  place  here  :— 

"  Is  it  not  also  a  striking  fact,  that  the  sales  of  tlie  Holy 
Scriptures  should  continue  to  be  so  large,  C9]>ecially  at  home? 
Shoidd  it  not  awaken  our  gratitude  to  know  that,  Avheu  iuti- 
dclity,  either  openly  or  in  a  new  disgtibc,  h  seeking  to  pre- 
judice the  lijwer  classes  of  imr  countrymen  against  all 
subordination,  all  soeijd  order*  and  re-ligion  under  every  form, 
that  blessed  book,  which  is  the  source  of  the  highest  law,  of 
the  purest  morality,  and  of  the  divinest  hope,  is*  on  so  Iftige  a 
scale,  more  in  rccpiest  than  ever? 
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"  Andj  connected  with  tli'is^  may  not  the  Committee  advert 
to  another  pleasing  fuct,  namely,  that  this  increasing  de6ii"C 
i'or  the  Sacred  Volume  is  met  by  increased  facilities  for 
obtaining  it?  Is  it  not  a  circumstance  to  be  accepted  as  a 
pledge  at'  mercj,  perhaps  as  a.  signal  provision  against  evils 
wliifh  the  times  portendj  that  in  so  small  a  fbrmj  aiid  at  so 
small  a  cost,  may  now  be  jKJSsessi^d,  even  by  the  poorest  of 
the  people,  the  whole  of  that  Revelation  which  God  has  cou- 
descendeti  to  preserve  fur  the  guidance  and  hope  of  lUs 
Church? 

"  And  lierc  tlie  Committee  are  snre  that  yim  will  join 
tlicMu  in  the  delightful  reflection,  that,  in  thus  clicapcninf; 
the  Sacred  Voliune,  we  do  not  lessen  its  intrinsic  worth— it  is 
the  casket  which  ia  homely,  the  gem  still  retains  its  pnrily  and 
t'iehness:  the  peasaiit,  or  the  peasant's  child,  when  taking  the 
cheap  Bible  in  his  haud>  looks  ujKm  the  same  great  truths  tlio 
same  exeeeiling  great  and  precious  promises,  the  same  sublime 
and  holy  precepts,  the  same  disclosures  of  Gad,  of  Christj  and 
of  heaven,  as  meet  the  eye  of  the  prince  when  he  bonds  over 
the  velluined  page,  or  touches  the  gilded  leaf.  Both  equally 
rend,  that  *  God  Is  no  vesi>ecter  of  persons '^that  the  *saine 
Lord  over  iUl,  is  rich  unto  all  that  cidl  upon  Hiui' — that  there 
is  but  one  'name  under  heaven  given  among  men,  whereby 
we  must  be  saved' — and  that  ilmjugh  Christ  wo  all  'have 
access  by  one  Spirit  unto  tlie  Father.  " 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1843,  a  donation  of  £1000 
was  presented  to  the  Society  from  the  Wesleyiin  Centenary 
Fundj  Intended  as  an  "  expression  of  the  firm  and  undimi- 
nished attaclunent  of  the  Wealeyan  body  to  the  object,  the 
principles,  and  the  general  plan  and  constitution  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society^  and  of  their  grateful  sense  of  the 
invaluable  services  rendered  by  it  to  tlie  spiritual  interests  of 
large  masses  of  the  hiuuan  race,  and  to  the  cause  of  evangelical 
truth  and  piety  at  home  and  abroad,  and  as  a  distinct  testi- 
monial of  the  esteem  and  rygard  of  (hemselvL'sand  their  friends 
for  the  Society,  as  indis[iensably  and  pre-eminently  auxiliary 
til  the  success  of  the  various  Missionary  Institutions,,  ami  in 
particular,  afl  having  evinced  its  liberality  towards  the  Wes- 
leyun    Missionary   Society,   in  supplying   to    its   agents  and 
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schools,  on  varicina  fori/ijiii  stiitluns,  Ciripies  of  iIr*  Hn]y  Scri|i- 
lurta  in  tlic  several  dialects  of  tlic  iieojile  among  wliaui  they 
are  plnceiL" 

Tins  wag  not  the  first  hsstaiiee  in  which  ii  coUoctivo  hodj  of 
Christians  had  united  in  bearing  testinioiiy  to  the  chamcter 
and  useCulness  of  the  Society..  The  Calvinistic  Metliodiats  in 
Wales,  and  several  PresbyterieSj  or  Synods,  in  Seutland,  liad 
also  made  communications  of  a  similar  ?ipirit;  Imt  the  iihovej 
as  presented  by  a  Deputation  appointed  for  the  purpose  in  iho 
name  ol'  a  whole  religious  community,  could  not  fail  to  he 
encouraging  and  gratitying  to  the  Directors  of  the  Society, 
and  was  accordingly  distinctly  and  res[>ecttTillj  ackiiowtedged 
tin  their  behalf  by  the  President.* 

Tbe  supply  of  Scriptures  to  enifgrants  and  convicts  ha^ 
been  at  diHTerent  tiiu^^t  adverted  to,  aa  engaging  the  attention 
of  the  Society.  Some  grants  for  the  latter  class  were  now 
made,  under  peculiarly  interesting  circumstances,  to  C.  A. 
Browning,  Esq.,  M.D.,  a  gentleman  who,  as  medical  oHieor, 
.had.  repeatedly  been  in  charge  of  convict  ships,  and  whose 
kbours,  conducted  with  the  most  unremitting  zca],  appear  to 
have  been  crowned  with  extraordinary  snccesa,  as  ia  strikingly 
shown  in  a  volume  published  at  the  time,  entitled,  "  England's 

Exiles."! 

We  ought  to  have  noticed  somewhat  earlier,  the  gratifying 
fact  that  the  Bible  Society  had,  through  the  medium  of  one  of 
its  Auxiliaries,  received  the  sanction  and  countenance  of  the 
highest  authority  in  the  realm ;  Her  Majesty,  Queen  V^ictoria, 
hadng  graciously  allowed  herself  to  he  enrolled  ns  Patroness 
of  the  Ladies'  Windsor  Bible  Society,  and  thus  associated 
her  name  with  a  cause  which  her  Illustrious  Father,  from 
the  earliest  period,  had  so  cordially  supj>orted.  About  this 
time,  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prhice  Consort  also  constituted 
himself  a  Life  Governor  of  the  Parent  Society,  by  a  direct 
and  liberal  contribution  to  its  fund,^. 
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•  For  the  atldrpsi  uf  r.he  Deputation  on  thi^  ocrasion,  st-e  Tliirty-niiitL 
Report,  1^*43,  p.  liviii;  where  nlso  \s  fonticl  die  PresiiJtnt'A  reply. 

t  Dr  Bruwning  iiiso  piilili»hr<cl  anulltc^r  volume  un  iLe  same  ^uljcct 
^iUtiUe^l  "Tlie  Cooviil  Bhip." 
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It,  is  plGa»Ui^  to  add,  furthitr,  tliat»  in  tlm  summer  nf  tSie 
year  IS4S,  Hig  ^^.'^|c's.ty  tlie  King  of  Prussia  liL'cainL'  n  dirwt 
contribiitor  to  tlic  funds  of  this  Society  hy  n  donatiau  ut'  £100, 
aiid  a  subsequent  yearly  Subsrriber  uf  £25,  in  consideration, 
as  h  stated  in  the  note  of'tln?  Prussian  Ainljii&siidor  aininnnciiig 
the  same,  of  the  "  ijjgh  regard  entertuEnt'd  by  Hvr  Mnjesty,  of 
the  noble  principles  and  Cliristian  object  of  the  Society."  His 
MaJDsty,  when  on  a  visit  to  this  country  a  few  months  i»re- 
vimialy,  had  very  graciously  received  a  Deputation,  c!onsisttiiy 
of  the  noble  President,  and  several  distinguished  frieuds  of  the 
Soeietly,  who  waited  upon  ium  to  present  an  Address  to  ex- 
press the  "deference  entertained  by  them  towards  His  Ma- 
jesty as  the  Hrst  Protestant  monnreh  of  continental  Kui'ope, 
and  their  heartfelt  gratitude  for  the  constant  favour  and 
protection  with  which  the  Inatitntiun  bad  been  honoured  by 
His  Muje^ly  and  hia  illustrious  predeeesaor." 

We  now  reach  the  foi'tieth  year  of  tlie  Society's  history. 
Instead  of  entering  into  the  details  of  it,  which,  though  showing 
an  un diminished  amount  of  liljerulity  and  susse&sful  hdiour,  st;^ 
far  as  concerns  the  domestic  proceedings,  present  but  Httlo  of 
novel  or  very  prominent  interest ;  it  may  nut  be  inappropriate 
to  introdnccj  in  this  place,  some  reflections  wliich  were  sug- 
gested at  the  time  by  tho  retrospect  of  this  lengthened  and 
impoi-tant  peri«:>d  of  the  Society's  hibourSj  and  wlucb  were 
embodied  in  tise  Annual  Ke]>ort  of  that  year.* 

The  Report  tlnis  commences : — 

"  It  is  written,  •  Thou  slndt  remember  all  the  way  which 
tiie  Lord  tby  God  led  thee  these  forty  years  in  the  wilderness,' 
The  Committee  are  reminded  of  these  wonls,  on  ]jresenting, 
as  they  now  do,  tlie  Fortieth  Annual  llejiort  of  the  Society, 
They  gratefully  caEl  to  mind  the  gotxliiess  oi' God  tu  theni, 
and  to  their  predecesBors  in  office  ;  they  earnestly  InvitL-  the 
friends  of  the  Society  at  hirge  to  remember  all  the  way  by 
which  it  has  been  leil.  How  umidl  in  its  uutset  t  how  riipld 
and  V  igonma  in  its  growth  !  hoiv  limited  in  iu  early  operatitciisl 
hi>w  wide  the  field  over  which  those  operations  are  now  dif- 
fase^l !     U  set  out  with  the  simple  design  of  *  encotiragiiig  a 
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wider  circulatiun  ui  tiii:   Holy   Scriptures;'    it  li:w   already    HOME. 
directly  distributed  nearly  sixteen  uullions  oi  copies ;  and  it   cu-^llt 
hiis   iviik'd   in  tbe  distriljutlon  of  aliovG  tcii  niijlioiis  mare,  in         — 
varioiiii  languagy$  and  dialects,  and  in  almost  every  part  of 
the  world.     The  Sociuty  has  liiid  its  trials:  it  has  douLtless 
needed  them:  it  may  be,  it  Kas  become  wiser  by  tliem*   It  lets 
witnesj^ed   Diany  chaiijn^ea  among   its  coiiMtitueuts,  iind  in  tliB 
slate  of  tliiiigs  around;  but  abiding  still  by  its  ort^inid  prin- 
cipW,  it  has  steadily  piu'sutd  its  coiu'se ;  aiid  the  [josition  which 
it  now  oecuples,  after  tnrty  yeai's,  is  sueh  as  must  awidten  the 
Siveliust  joy,  and  should  kad,  on  tliii  part  of  all  its  supporters, 
to  the  most  devout  and  liiimUe  tbanksgiving  to  God. 

In  the  concUisinn  of  the  Report  the  subject  is  ressiiincd: — 

"  It  is  a  day  of  solemn  *  remeuibrance;'  and  they  would  dwell 
for  a  few  moments  further  on  the  retrospect  and  the  results  of  the 
last  forty  year.s..  It  is  an  uimiuestionablej  and,  surely,  an  im- 
portaut  fact,  that,  dui'ing  that  periud,  moi'e  copies  of  the  written 
word  of  God  have  been  published  and  circiUated  thatj  in  any 
eipial  periud  &ince  tlie  world  began;  more,  fie rh rips, than  in  all 
former  periods  put  together.  It  is  not  in  one  couiitry  alone,  or 
iji  any  one  poi'tion  of  the  globe;  it  is  not  in  one  lan>;uage  oidy, 
or  but  in  few:  in  addition  to  the  versions  pverioiisly  existing, 
the  Bible  has  been  translated  into  many  languajj:es  which,  forty 
yeara  ago,  had  not  been  heard  of;  and  its  circulation  has 
[K?ne1rated  into  countries,  the  very  names  of  which  were,  at 
that  time,  scarcely  known. 

**  Wlien  the  Society,  forty  years  ago,  entered  on  its  labours, 
tlie  religious  aspect  of  Europe,  and  of  the  world,  waa  not  what 
it  now  is.  Controversies,  which  had  at  one  time  riven  the 
wiiole  fabric  of  Christendom,  were  at  rest;  and  Cliristiauity 
itself  had  to  strn^'glo  only  with  its  common  foe,  at  that 
lime  assailing  it  under  the  fc)rm  of  a  disguised  or  rampant  in- 
fidelity, 

'*  But  the  scene  is  now  changed :  a  conflict  has  arisen 
witiiin  the  precincts  of  the  Christian  Church  itself;  and 
riuestirms  that  had  slept  for  agL's — tjuestions  of  momentous  in- 
terest— are  re-agitated:  claims,  long  held  in  abeyance,  are 
once  ntore  pi-e^^sed,  with  startlinfr  ini|wjrtuuity  and  buldiiu-ss. 
The  tide  of  aucicut  cont^o^er6y  acts  in  afresh;  the  wave  rises 
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find  sproaila,  so  as  to  threaten  the  most  distant  shores :  symp- 
toms,  in  short,  are  seen  around  us,  tar  and  wide,  of  a  *^athering 
atorm. 

**  Is  it  not  wortliy  of  notice,  that,  long  liefore  the  present 
signs  appeared  in  the  heavens,  and  wliile  the  Cliarches  of 
Christ  were  enjoying  a  cumpanitivG  repose,  Societipa  should 
h:ive  been  in&titntej^, — which,  perhaps,  could  not  have  Itcen 
formed  now, — through  wliose  agency  those  writings.,  on  the 
authority  of  which  the  fiiialissue  of  the  present  conflict  must 
turn,  have  heen  gaining  a  silent  but  unexampled  dispersion 
among  the  nations?  That  book,  which  must  form  the  only 
infullible  standard  of  appeal,  is  now  found  in  the  hands  of  in- 
numerable multitudes.  May  it  not  have  been  for  this  very 
purpose — in  merciful  preparation  for  this  very  hour — that 
Bible  Societies  wore  established,  and  that  their  task  has 'been, 
by  God's  help,  so  ett'ectaally  fiilhlled  ? 

"  Surely  we  must  regard  it  as  a  token  of  special  favour  to 
Britain,  that  nowhere  are  the  ^lively  oracles'  better  known — 
nowhere  has  tliere  been  a  wider  delivery  of  the  volume  of  in- 
spiration, than  within  her  }}orders.  Among  the  poor,  as  well 
as  among  the  rich;  in  the  rural  districts,  as  well  as  In  our 
towns  and  cities ;  in  the  schoolroom  and  in  the  cottage,  the 
Bible  is  a  book  possessed;  by  many,  very  many,  it  is  &  book 
beloved;  and,  on  all  questions  of  religiou*!  interest,  it  will  bo, 
as  it  ought  to  be,  the  book  appealed  to.  Let,  then,  tlie  hour  of 
trial  and  of  conflict  come,  if  so  it  shiill  please  the  all-wise  Gnd 
to  order  it ;  let  the  war  of  principles  rise  to  whatever  height  it 
may,  the  fi'lends  of  the  Bible  must  not  yield  to  fear.  Trusting 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  they  may,  with  more  than  calm 
HubinissIunT  with  unwavering  confidence^  and  even  with  Joyful 
liope*  await  the  result. 

**  The  Bible  Is  the  book  of  God,  sailed  to  all  nations,  ajid 
addi'cssed  to  all.  It  is  the  l>eacon  of  salvation  to  the  tempest- 
tossed  Church,  and,  hi  iJie  season  of  rejioae,  Its  counsellor. 
To  myriads  of  solitary  travellers  it  is  the  lamp  of  life :  it 
cheers  the  disconsolate,  it  guides  the  ix^rplesed,  it  directs  the 
guilty  to  the  cross  of  Christ,  it  tells  of  heaven  to  the  dying. 
U\  a  word,  wherever  it  is  accnmpaiiiftt  by  the  blessing  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  'it  ia  the  jMJwcr  of  G^id  unto  salvation  to  every 
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one  tiiat  believeth.'  This  should  be  enough  for  us;  more  HOME, 
than  enough  to  animate  our  zeal,  to  quicken  our  prayers,  to  ch.  XIII. 
keep  alive  within  us  a  quenchless,  glowing  charity.  For  what 
are  the  results  ?  Souls  are  saved  from  death ;  Jesus  the 
Mediator  is  magnified ;  the  love  of  the  Spirit  is  revealed ;  and 
*  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest'  becomes  the  theme  of  an  ever- 
lasting song." 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

EFFORTS    IN  CONNECTION  WITH  THE   EDUCATIONAL  MOVE- 
MENT;  AND  THE  SYSTEM  OF  COLPOKTAGE. 

1845—1848. 

Grant  of  Scriptures  infurtherance  of  Popular  Education — Special 
fund —  System  of  Colportage  commenced  in  this  countri/—  Success 
in  Midland  Counties  and  in  Wales — Death  of  Rev.  J.  Pratt — 
Extraordinary  movement  in  the  sale  of  Scriptures  in  Lanca- 
shire— Success  of  Colportage  in  Ireland — Death  of  Diskop 
Shirley,  Lord  Mountsandford,  Earl  of  JTarrowby,  and  Rev. 
Dr.  Dealtry— Scriptures  disposed  of  by  Colportage. 

In  consequence  of  the  impulse  given  about  this  time  to  tlie 
cause  of  education  by  various  public  measures  then  in  pro- 
gress or  projected,  it  had  been  thought  right,  towards  the  close 
of  the  Society's  preceding  year,  to  set  apart  a  sum  of  £5000  for 
tlie  supply  of  such  schools  as  might  be  supposed  to  have  been 
founded  as  the  result  of  the  re-agitation  of  the  question. 
One  of  the  first  measures  of  the  year  (1845)  was  to  issue  a 
circular,  containing  regulations  for  the  appropriation  of  this 
sum  of  £5000,  which  was  then  described  as  intended  "to  aid, 
by  a  gratuitous  supply  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  the  efforts 
then  making  for  the  extension  of  education  among  the  desti- 
tute poor,  in  Day  or  Sunday  Schools  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom."* 

According  to  these  regulations  the  grants  were  to  be  restricted 
to  schools  established  on,  or  after  the  1st  of  January  1843 ; 
the  number  of  books  were  not  to  exceed  one  half  the  average 
number  of  children  attending  the  school,  and  were  to  be  taken 
as  school  stock,  i.e.  not  to  be  used  out  of  school :  the  books 
supplied  were  to  be  a  12mo  Bible,  and  a  12mo  Testament 

In  the  course  of  the  year,  applications  were  received  from 

•  "  Monthly  Extracts,"  March,  184G. 
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688  sclmols..  which  were  sTipp]ifd  with  31,7.^H  copies.  Many 
of  the  conimunications  on  the  subject  were  very  touching,  and 
brought  to  light  a  destitution  with  regard  to  sdioola  csta- 
hlished  prior  to  1843,  wlilcli  seemed  to  demand  imtnediute  con- 
sideration. With  a  view,  therefore,  to  the  benefit  of  schools 
nnd  the  poor  generally,  another  regulation,  already  ftlluded 
to,"  was  tlien  adopted,  that  of  selling  the  Nonpnreil  Bible  at  ten 
pence,  and  the  Brevier  Testament  at  four  pence. 

In  carrying  out  the  above  measures,  the  attention  of  the  So- 
ciety was  drawn  to  another  class  of  schools,  vi^.  those  in  the 
Uuion  Workhouse3  tlu'oughout  the  kingdom,  aud  it  was 
determined  to  emhracQ  them  also  within  the  terms  of  the  grant* 
A  communication  was  opened  with  the  Puor-Law  Commis- 
aioners  at  Somerset  House,  and  a  circular  was  then  addre-ssed 
to  the  respective  Clerks  of  the  Boiurds  of  Guardians,  from  whom 
2.59  answers  were  received,  some  few,  with  thanks,  deeljning 
the  proffered  aid,  from  its  not  being  needed;  the  rest  grate- 
fully availing  themselves  of  the  offer.  7593  copies  were  issued. 

The  fnnd  for  the  gratuitous  supply  of  schools  was  ufterwarda 
increased  by  subsequent  grants,  till  at  length  it  amounted,  in 
1854,  to  £6500.  The  total  number  of  copies  supplied  from 
this  special  fund,  up  to  that  time^  amounted  to  139,907,  which 
hatL  been  disti'ibuted  amo]ig  28(K>  schools. 

The  following  pleasing  instances  of  zeal  and  liberality  on 
the  part  of  the  Auxiliaries  of  the  Society,  took  place  (luring  the 
present  year. 

At  a  conference  of  the  officers  and  other  friends  of  the 
Southwark  Auxiliary  and  its  Associations,  with  a  view  to  revive 
and  stimulate  the  interest  on  behalf  of  the  Society,  which 
appeared  somewhat  declining,  the  employment  of  a  juvenile 
agency  for  the  purpose  was  suggested.  The  plan  adopted  on 
this  occasion,  how  it  originated,  and  what  were  its  results, 
are  thus  detailed  in  a  letter  of  the  Secretary: — 

"The  want  of  success  in  some  of  our  Associations,  and 
symptoms  of  declining  zeal  in  others,  induced  our  Auxiliary 
Committee  recently  to  invite  the  officers  of  our  Associations 
and  the  ministerft  of  our  district,  to  meet  theni  in  friendly  con- 
Terence.  Ahout  fifty  gentlemen  took  tea  together,  and.  several 
*  See  p«g¥  107. 
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valuable  suggestions  were  offored.  It  was  found  necessary  to 
sidjourn  the  Meeting;  and  at  the  second  oonferpnca  the  sug- 
gestion was  made  wliicli  led  to  our  successful  employment  of  a 
juvenile;  agency. 

"It  had  been  remarked  that  the  founders  of  our  Auxiliary 
had  neatly  all  departed  tlib  life,  or  were  advancing  tu  tiiat 
good  old  age  when  active  service  could  not  mueh  longer  be 
expected  from  them;  and  that  those  who,  from  time  to  time, 
bad  joined  our  ranksj  and  borne  their  share  of  service  in  our 
Associations,  wei"e  rendered,  in  many  cases,  by  physical 
infirmity  or  increased  occupation,  less  efficient  than  formerly ; 
and  it  hecamc  matter  of  inquiry,  How  can  we  interest  the 
young?  How  induce  the  cliildren  of  our  families  to  feel,  early 
in  life,  the  pleasure  of  connection  with  the  Bible  Society,  so 
that  in  due  time,  in  the  arrangements  of  God's  gracious  provi- 
dence, 'instead  of  the  fathers  may  coine  up  the  children?' 

"  The  answer  came  from  one  of  our  Committee — Employ  our 
children  in  the  collection  of  a  'Chi-istmas  and  Ncw-Yeur'a 
Ortering.' 

"The  suggestion  was  heartily  embraced  by  othere;  and  a 
Sub-Committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the  mattef,  and  make 
arrangements  for  carrying  out  the  proposed  plan. 

"Under  their  direcdon,  an  'Address  to  Parents  and  Others" 
was  prepared,  as  well  as  an  *  Address  to  Children  and  Young 
Persons;'  and  a  card,  with  two  beautiful  little  engravings  at 
the  top,  was  furnished  for  our  Juvenile  Collectors. 

"The  pictures  were  striking  contrasts.  On  the  one  side  was 
represented  the  Bible  as  itwasseen  in  1540,  when  Bibles  wcra 
chained  in  St  Paul's  Cathedral— the  chained  Bible,  and  the 
group  of  anxious  listeners  surrounding  the  one  reader;  and  on 
the  other  side  the  Bible  in  1844 — ihe  open  Bibh,  free  and 
iivchnined :  the  Bible  In  the  hands  of  a  Christian  family,  the 
father  and  iiis  children,  each  with  a  book,  and  the  mother  with 
her  infant  delightedly  and  devotionally  listening  while  her 
husband  reads.  At  the  foot  of  the  engraving  is  tlie  following 
memorandum : — 

"'In  1540,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIIL,  six  Bibles  were 
chained  in  St.  I'aul's  Cathedral^  that  tlie  i»eople  uf  London 
might  read  the  Holy  Scriptures ;  but  during  the  past  year 
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tlie  BrilJsli  and  Foreiijjn  Bible  Society  issued,  from  its  various     HOME. 
DeposLtorics,  944,000  coiiies/  Cu.^iV. 

"Of  tlie  addresses,  print(?d  in  a  very  cheap  form,  nWU 
18,000  were  issued,  and  about  3000  cards  were  used:  tlie 
result  of  the  collection,  as  stated,  ivas  £.500." 

Wales  continued  to  distinguish  itself  m  tlie  cause  of  the 
Bible  Socictj,  Tht.'  county  of  Angleaea  sent  this  year  £768 
in  free  contributiunfi.  How  a.  county  so  limited  in  extent,  tio 
scanty  in  population,  and  comparatively  poor  in  resources, 
should  send  to  tbe  Bible  Society  a  sum  esceedintr  that  which 
is  sent  by  some  English  countii's  which  are  more  tJian  double 
in  extent,  quadruple  in  population,  and  incomparably  more 
abundant  jn  resources,  is  thus  explained  and  accounted  fur  by 
die  Society's  Agent  for  Walea : — 

"The  island  ia  covered  with  Branch  Societies,  now  eleven 
in  number,   smd  every  parish  is    int:lnd.ed  within  the  sphere 
of  one  or  otlitr  of  ihesi,'  Branches.     For  the  purpose  of  col- 
lecting and  distributing  the  Scripturesj  these  are  suh-dividtd 
into  moderately-sized  districts,  and  I   believe  it  can  be  said 
with  truth,  that  all  the  districts  were  supplied  with  collec- 
tors,  and-  actually  visited  during  the  p:uit  month.      Takinj^ 
advantage  of  the   infomaatiou    given,   and  the  {»ood   feeling 
excit<.'d  at  the  Public  Meetings,  the  collectors  went  out  forth- 
with,provided  withCollccting-booksjReports,(iI:c.;  andalthough 
the  work  in  some  districts  was  laborious,  yet  the  cheerfulness 
of  the   jvcoide,  and  their  willingness  to  contribute  according 
to   their   ability,  amply  compensated  for  the   toil  endured. 
Perhaps  there  is  no  other  county  in  Great  Britain  where  iho 
number  of  contributors  bears  so  good  a  projx>rtiou  to   the 
total  population.     The  local  Reports  contain  the  namea  of  more 
than  four  Imndred  pei-sons  who  subscribe  sums  between  ten 
shillings  and  two  pounds  per  aniiuni.     The  noble  President, 
the  Marquis  of  Anglesea,  contributes  ten  guineas  every  year. 
But,  after  all,  tlie  strength  of  the  Society  consists  not  in  the 
few  who  give  much,  but  in  the  many  irho  give  a  little.     The 
books  of  the  collectors  furnish  the  naines  of  many  thousands 
of  persons  who  contribute  sums  vai'ying  from  one  to  ten  shil- 
lings; and  3"ou  would  be  astonished,  as  well  as  delighted,  to 
see  the  names  of  servants,  labourers,  and  poor  children,  as 
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contributors  of  sums  under  one  shilling*  Yes,  the  children's 
ponce,  and  the  widow's  mite  tind  a  record  in  the  Collt^cting- 
books  of  Angk'fica." 

At\  eisperiment  was  made  about  this  time  in  Wolverhamp- 
ton and  its  nciglibuurhood,  iiickiding  also  Biniiiiigham,  with 
the  view  of  efff-^cting  a  wider  circulation  of  the  Scripturc?9  in 
the  manufacturing  and  raining  districtB.  Populous  districts 
were  explored,  a  considerable  number  of  Meetings  hc4d,  and 
several  new  Asaocrations  formed,  in  parts  of  Staftbrdshire, 
Woi-cestershire,  and  Warwickshire.  AboTc  5600  copies  passed 
into  the  hands  tif  the  people  through  the  direct  agency  em- 
ployed, and  a  nnmber  of  dqmts  were  estabUsliLd  for  the  more 
permanent  supply  of  the  difterent  neighbourhoods. 

It  was  not  tlionght  desirable  to  continue  the  experiment 
further,  as^  by  a  chflnge  in  the  districts  and  arrangements  of  Mr. 
Bourne,  one  of  the  Society's  regular  Domestic  Agents,  he  was 
enabled  to  bend  his  attention  more  fully  to  this  important  object. 

The  system  of  colj)ortaEre,  or  the  sale  of  the  Scriptures  by 
means  of  licensed  hawkers,  expresslj'  engaged  for  the  purpose, 
— a  system  which  had  long  been  succeBshilly  pursued 
^  foreign  countries,  espe<jially  m  France — was  now  heinn; 
introduced  into  several  parts  of  the  kingdoai,  at  that 
time  rather  as  an  experiment;  but  it  has  since  been 
carriL'd  out,  with  much  benefitj  to  a  greater  extent.  After 
what  has  been  said  of  Wales,  it  may  excite  astonishment,  thftt 
when  the  Auxiliary  system  had  been  in  general  operation  thero 
for  above  thirty  years — when  the  distribution  had  already  been 
made  of  eleven  million  of  copies  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  in 
the  English  and  Welsh  languages,  irrespective  of  the  issues  of 
other  Societies  — that  part,  of  the  kingdom  should  have  fur- 
nished one  of  the  first  instances  of  the  necessity  of  this  ne^v 
mode  of  operation.  Yet  in  the  county  of  Radnor,  in  one  of 
the  five  districts  into  which  the  county  was  divided,  a  Col- 
porteur sold,  in  forty-siK  days,  in  the  eight  parishes  com- 
prised in  the  district,  108.5  Bibles  and  Testaments,  among  a 
rural  population  of  5St)4  persons. 

It  is,  however,  right,  as  it  is  moatgrati(|)Ing,  to  state  that  such 
demands  and  sales  in  the  Principality  have  their  solulion 
now,  at  least  in  part,  in  tlie  love  of  the  Scriptures  ao  strikingly 
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manifest  among  tlie  poople^  rather  than  in  extreme  destitution  HOME, 
of  copies  of  tlie  inspired  volume.  Evcrj  person  there,  young  ca.'xiV", 
and  old,  appears  eager  to  possess  the  siiered  treasure.  It  was 
this  eagerness  far  the  Scriptures  m  Wales  which  led  to  the 
formation  of  the  Society;  and  tlie  ample  supplies  furnished 
year  after  year  have  not  been  without  fruit.  The  jwssession 
and  use  of  the  Scriptures  have,  under  the  Divine  blessing,  re- 
aeled  on  the  original  feehng  of  the  population,  and  awakened 
it  to  a  still  higher  appreciation  of  the  word  of  truth.  Tliia 
exphmalion  is,  as  we  have  said,  just  and  well  founded,  to  a 
great  extent ;  but  it  mnst  also  be  added,  that  in  some  districts 
the  demand  for  Bibles  has  arisen  from  the  really  s.cauty  degree 
in  which  they  were  possessed.  Tu  some  contities,  iis  In  Rad- 
norshire, the  scattered  state  of  the  population  had  placed  thcni 
very  much  beyond  reach  of  the  ordinary  mode  of  supply; 
and  ill  the  mining  dlstrictSj  the  rapid  increase,  and  the  variable 
character  of  the  masses  draivn  together  from  all  parts,  would 
oecaaicii  a  necessity  of  a  distinct  and  special  kind. 

The  north  of  Devon  was  brought  forward  at  the  time,  l>ev.)n. 
as  furnishing  another  instance  of  the  need  of  such  efforts. 
On  a  close  investigation  of  the  subjectj  and  without  including 
any  parish  containing  less  than  200  inhabitants,  it  appeared 
that  123  parishes,  embracing  an  aggregate  popidation  of 
104,258,  were  untouched  by  the  cperations  of  the  Bible 
Society.  Other  cases,  bearing  on  the  same  point,  were 
discovered  in  Lancashire,  Yorkshire,  Somersetshire,  and 
Hereford sliire,  and  to  all  these,  the  experiment  of  colportage 
was  applied. 

Among  other  valaable  friends,  the  loss  of  whom,  this  year,  Doaili  irf 
the  Society  had  to  deplore,  the  name  of  the  Rev.  Josiali  Pratt  p-ll,  ' 
deserves  special  notice,  for  reasons  whicli  the  following  extracts 
from  the  tribute  to  his  memory,  adopted  on  tlie  occasion  by 
the  Committee,  will  serve  to  show;  — 

"The  Committee  cannot  receive  intelligence  of  the  death  Heraoriol. 
of  the  late  Rev.  Josiali  IVatt,  without  making  some  recoi-d  of 
the  obligations  under  which  the  Society  was  laid  by  him,  in 
tlie  earlier  stages  of  its  existence,  both  in  the  way  of  active 
service  and  valuable  counseb  Of  the  latter,  the  beneficial 
effects  have  been  felt  during  a  i>eriod  of  forty  years;  and  will 
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continue  to  lie  felt,  as  long  as  tte  Society  stinll  maintain  its 
orlj^inal  constitution  and  principles. 

"Eoi*  a  few  weeks  nftiir  tlic  formation  of  tha  Society,  Mr. 
Pratt  held  tim  oHico  of  Secretnry,  in  conjunction  with  tlie  late 
Kev^  Joseph  Hughes.  This  appoiiitraent  was  accepted  by 
him,  principally  on  the  suggestion  of  the  lata  Rev,  John 
Owen,  who  strongly  advised  that  with  Mr.  Hughes,  a  clerpy- 
man  of  the  Cluirch  of  England  slmuld  be  associated,  amt  the 
Society  bo  thus  made  to  bear  a  truly  Catholic  impress. 
From  this  oflice,  finding  it  to  he  incompatible  with  Iiis  engage- 
ments as  Secretary  of  the  Clnirch  Missionary  Society,  ho 
soon  retired;  wheu  Mr.  Owen  himstilf  was  happily  prevailud 
npon  to  become  his  auccesBor. 

"To  the  judicious  counsels  of  Mr.  Pratt  tlic  Sociely  owes 
the  present  constitution  of  its  Committee:  a  constitution,  under 
which,  while  room  is  left  for  the  admission  of  six  foreigners, 
oftlie  remaining  thirty  members,  fifteen  arc  required  to  he 
members  of  the  Established  Church,  and  fifteen  members  of 
other  denominations  of  Christians.  And  the  Conmiitteo  thajik 
they  may  ask^  when  there  has  ever  existed  a  moro  united  or 
a  more  harmoniously-working  Executive,  It  may  be  fear- 
lessly said,  that  exjierience  has  proved  the  wisdom  of  flic 
aixangement  J  and  of  that  aiTangcuient  the  Committee  would 
sav,  JSslo  perpetua  f 

"If,  in  later  years,  Mr.  Pratt  took  a  le^s  active  part  in 
the  Society's  affairs,  the  Committee  knew  that  it  waa  not 
from  the  want  of  continued  interest  in  them.  AfFection, 
ajid  warm  affection  too,  was  shown  to  the  Society,  in  the 
support  and  countenance  which  he  afforded  to  it  in  various 
localities,  and  more  particularly  in  connection  with  the  City-of- 
London  Auxiliary, 

''The  Society  is  not  a  little  mdebted  to  Mi',  Pratt,  for  the 
prominent  share  which  he  always  allotted  to  it  In  the  pages 
of  the  Missionary  Register,  a  valuable  monthly  periodical, 
originated,  and,  till  of  late,  entirely  conductetl  by  liluiself. 
Intelligence  of  the  Society's  proceedings  was  thus  widely, 
and  at  the  same  time  gratuitously,  circulated  through  the 
kingdom,  and  even  beyond  it^  limits;  while  tlie  election  of 
matter  was  judicious  and  happy.'* 
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The  Rev.  H.  A  Browne,  of  Toft-Newton,  wiiolmd  R^r  many  HUME, 

years  proved  bimself  an  acceptnble  gratuitous  visitor  in  every  cu  xiv 

part   of  the  kingdom,  was  tliis  year   appointoJ  as  a  regular  — 

Agent,  to  take  charge  of  a  distriet,  vacant  by  the  illness,  arjd  ^''*** 

suhseqiipnt  death,  of  W.  Brackcnbury,  Esq.*     The   district  Appuint- 

ineludcd  the  comities  of  Norfolk,  Kurthalnpton,  Yorkj  Derby,  v.lv.  u.  A. 

Cambridge,  and  Sullblk.  Browue; 

The  Rev.  P.   Kent  was  also  engaged,  on  a  aakry,  aa  a  and  Be^. 

general  visitor,  whose  services  should  be  available  wherever  ^"  '^'^"'^' 
required.      He  afterwards   became   a  regular  Agent  of  the 
Society. 

Averyremarkablemovement  arose  this  year,  1845,  (extendmg 
also  to  the  following  yeai-)  in  regard  to  the  distribution  of  the 
Scriptures  at  home.  It  cannot  bo  btttcr  described  than  in 
tha  language  of  the  Report  for  1846,  where  the  event  is  thus 
referred  to  and  recorded. 

"  It  has  often  been  the  privilege  of  the  Committee  to  meet  pstra^^r- 
their  friends,  assembled  at  their  Annual  Meeting,  with  tlie  '*'"*'^>' 
language  of  congratulation.     But   never  had    they  greater  in  the  Ue- 
reason  to  do  so  than  at  present ;  for  never,  they  venture  to   ""^"^  '<^''' 
think,  were  there  more  evident  tokens  of  the  Divine  blessing  turep. 
resting  on  the  labours  of  the  Institution.     Tlie  simple  object 
of  the  Society  being  to  circulate  more  widely  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures, is  there  not  great  cause  for  joy  and  praise  in  the  fact 
that  nearly  one  million  and  a  Indf  copies  have  been  ftddcd  to 
the  distributiona  of  former  years,  being  nearly  half  a  inilbon 
more  than  had  been  issued  in  any  previous  year  of  thc!  So- 
ciety's history  ?     This  greatly  enlarged  distribution  has  been, 
though  not  exclusively,  yet  chiefly,  at  home,  and  under  cir- 
cumstances so  remarkable,  as   to   Induce  the  Committee  to 
depart  from  their  ordinary  course,  and  refer  to  it  at  once. 

"  It  has  been  in  the  North  of  England,  and  more  especially 
in  Manchester  and  the  neighbourhood,  that  the  extraordinaiy 
demand  for  the  Scriptures  has  sprung  up. 

"  In  the  month,  of  September  last,  some  friends   viaiting  Sales  in 
Blackpool,  s  small  watering-place  on  the  coast  of  Lancashire,  "">w»*liire- 

•  ir^He  Report  for  1843.  llr.  Brackeabury  hail  been  u  Duniestic  Agfeiit 
of  tlie  Society  for  6event€en  years.  II<?  wtur  the  second  g'entU'iiian  so 
illifiuiiited. 
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having  tiftJ  tlieir  attention  awakened  tn  tlie  spiritual  wants  of 
llie  nyighbourlliood,  i:i.mimencL''l  a  stile  of  tlie  Sacred  Scrip- 
tures, and  ai'tei'wai'da  fonned  a  Bible  Association :  in  a  few 
months  above  1800  copies  were  circulated  in  that  limited 
dtstrictv  This  movetiieiit  was  greatly  encouraged  by  the 
zealous  co-operation  of  a  gentleman  from  Manchester,  who 
retuiTicd  home  with  his  mind  much  set  on  attempting  a  wider 
dissemination  of  the  Scrintures  among  the  ininiense  population 
hy  wliich  he  tliere  saw  I]iiusRirsurroimdt.'d.  After  conference 
and  prayer  with  a  few  ptotis  friends,  it  was  resolved  to  make 
the  ex[)eriHient  of  offering  tlie  Sci'ii)[ure3  fof  sale  among 
the  work-people  of  the  numerous  mills  and  factories^  and 
wherever  an  open  door  was  found.  Tlie  agents  cliiefly 
employed  were  the  superintendents  and  teachers  and  the  elder 
scholai'B  of  Sunday  Scliools,  together  with  otliers  whose  liearts 
tlie  Lord  inclined  to  take  part  in  the  work.  Unexampled  suc- 
cess attended  the  effort ;  willing  purchasers  presented  them- 
selves in  every  direction.  The  issues  of  the  Auxiliary,  which 
had  Lt?en  for  many  years  on  an  average  aVkout  5000  copies 
a  year,  which  afterwards,  for  five  years,  increased  to  I0j0(>0, 
and  wJiich  last  year  amounted  to  15^000  (the  largest  number 
issued  in  a  single  year  by  any  Auxiliary  in  the  kingdom), 
suddenly  mounted  up  to  20,000  in  one  ujonlL — the  moutli  of 
Noveniber  last;  and  in  the  six  months,  ending  the  3lst  of 
March,  extended  to  80,6B2  copieSj  with  a  large  distribution 
still  going  on.* 

**Thu  attention  of  the  Auxiliary  Society  at  Manchester  was 
quickly  drawn  to  this  movement;  and  it  is  but  justice  to  its 
excellent  Committee  and  officers  to  any,  that  it  received  from 
the  first  every  encourages lent  in  their  power;  and  tlio  Ladies' 
Associations  too,  so  far  from  viewing  it  with  jealousy,  though 
it  might  seem  to  trench  s  little  on  their  proper  sphere  of  labour, 
have  given  it  their  cheerful  oountenauce,  and  Ja  some  instances 
tlieir  valuable  ]>ersonal  co-operation. 

"This  movement  is  of  too  recent  a  date  to  allow  of  much 
being  at  present  recorded  of  its  results:  one  effect  of  it,  how- 
ever, which  your  C'onimittee  cannot  but  notice  vvitli  plca.snro, 
has  been  t<j  draw  forth  very  liberal  contributioiuj  in  ftnlbeniiK-e 

*  111  Uic  cuurse  of  tlie  year  it  rcathwl  to  im,711  copies. 
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of  this  work,  both  at  Manchester  and  elsewhere.  At  Man* 
clicstor,  donations  and  increased  subscriptions  were  iiromptlj 
offered,  more  than  suflicieut  to  allaj  any  Apprehension  of 
injury  to  thi3  general  funds  of  the  Society;  and  one  venerable 
friend  hastened  to  present  his  contribution,  under  circum- 
stances which  your  Committee  pause  a  moment  to  notice.  It 
was  made  through  the  niediutn  of  the  Bishop  of  Chester, 
Di",  Sutnner,  (now  Arclihishop  of  Caiiterhury,)  flccompaniod 
with  the  following  letter  Ji-om  his  lordship;— 

*I  enclose  an  order  for  £5(>0  to  be  entered  as  follows: — 
'*  An  Octogenarian  Fi-iencl,  by  the  Bialiop  of  Cheater.  To  the 
Manchester  Bible  Society,  £500." 

*  Tliia  is  intended  to  support  the  Society  in  its  present 
important  doings,  and  ia  one  proof  of  the  light  in  which  the 
crisis  is  viewed  by  observers.  How  thankful  I  ain  to  belong 
to  a  Society  so  honoured  1  How  tiiankfuJ  to  have  anch  con- 
fidence in  the  Divine  word,  that  I  can  look  upon  the  present 
movement  with  unmixed  and  unfeigned  gratification!* 

The  venerable  friend  above  alluded  to  was  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Gisborne,  Prebendary  of  Durham,  whose  unwavering  attrteh- 
mentto  the  Bible  Society  from  its  formation,  and  whose  zeal  on 
its  behalf,  declined  not  with  advancing  years. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that,  partly  simultaneously  with 
the  movement  in  IVIan  dies  tor,  partly  in  consequence  of  it»  a 
very  enlarged  daraand  for  the  Scriptures  spntng  up  in  many 
other  places  in  the  country,  as  at  Liverpool,  Birminghamj 
HuddersEield,  Halifax,  Bristol,'  and  elsewliero.  Our  colonies 
also  unlteil  in  the  cry  for  larger  sujipliea  j  so  that  the  most 
strenuous  efforts  were  refjuired,  in  the  printing  and  binding 
departments,  to  meet  the  orders  that  flowed  in  from  every 
quarter:  and  after  all  it  was  found  absolutely  necessary,  in 
many  instances,  to  tax  the  patience  of  the  SocIety^s  urgent 
friends.  Much  regret  was  felt  that  there  should  have  been 
the  slightest  delay  or  disap^jfiintment ;  but  who  could  be  sony 
for  the  cause?  What  caiibemore  deliifhtful  than  the  thou(;]it, 
that  with  all  the  facilities  enjoyed  in  the  present  day^aud  by 

•  At  Bris^il  the  iefluea  of  the  year  amountt^d  to  38,000  copies;  nn 
aniuiuit  eijualltn^,  afiiotpKC^J!]!^,  tliut^eof  Mum-iie^rrr,  iflhe  extvntuf  £lm 
pupulaUon  in  each  {iIilcc  he  taken  into  account, — Rrpurt  1847,  |i.  clxii. 
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HOME,    none  more  tlmn  the  Bible  Society — of  multiplying  copies  of  the 
Cu.XlV.    Sacred  Jiook,  the  utmost  exertions  witb  iiiaiifGi'ii.'iit  ti>  keep 
— .       pace  with  the  rapid,  wide-spread,  unprecedented  demand  which. 
lirid  ai'isen  ? 

Tlie  subject  is  again  alluded  to  in  the  conclusion  of  the  same 
Report: — 

"The  Committee  here  close  their  review  of  one  of  the 
most  reniarkable  years  in  the  Society's  liistory ;  remark- 
able, chiefly,  for  the  fact  so  repeatedly  alluded  to  iu  tJio 
Report — tlie  extraordinary  impulfte  wliieh,  during  the  year, 
has  been  given  to  the  circuhition  of  the  Sacred  Volume,  and 
especially  at  home.  It  would  not  be  easy  to  trace  this  fact  to 
any  particular  cause,  uor  does  it  seem  needful  so  to  do. 
Much,  doubtless,  may  he  ascribed  to  the  low  prices  at  whieli 
the  Scriptures  may  now  be  obtiunedj  in  an  att^ai^t^ve  and  port- 
ahto  form;  soiuelhing  also  may  ho  attributed  to  the  ineujaure 
which  the  Committee  adopted  last  year,  of  redueing  still  further 
the  price  of  a  Bible  and  New  Testament  for  the  uae  of  schools 
and  the  poor^  a  lai'ge  part  of  tlie  increased  demand  having 
been  ibr  these  books ;  and  your  Committee  also  have  reason 
to  believcj  that  very  geuerallyj  uf  latej  the  friends  of  the  So- 
eifty  have  been  quickeued  to  a  livelier  sense;  of  its  importance ; 
the  conviction  gaining  strength  on  every  hand,  that  tlia 
Bible  is  the  book  for  the  age,  pre-eminently  adapte<.l  and 
fiHjuired  to  meet  the  eviJs  and  exigencies  of  the  times  in  which 
we  live  j  and  to  this,  probably,  may  be  referred,  m  great  ]>art, 
the  gradual  anil  ilifl'unod  increase  in  the  firee  contributions  to 
the  Society,  as  wcdl  as  its  rapid  sales. 

"But  whatever  may  be  the  secondary  causes  which  present 
themselves  m  accounting  fur  the  late  exteneive  issues,  your 
Committee  repeat  it  as  their  conviction,  that  the  movctiicnt 
must  liL'  ukimatuly  referreil  to  an  ■  influence  from  above:'  *  tlie 
thing  is  of  the  Lord*'  la  it  presumptuous  to  conclude  that  the 
providence  of  God  is  more  immediately  occuj)ied  in  all  that 
rL'Iatea  to  His  own  written  word — that  word  which  is  the 
mirror  of  Ilis  own  holy  and  glorious  character,  the  transcript 
of  His  will,  the  revelation  of  His  love  in  Christ  Jt-sua,  and  the 
cliief  instiiununl  of  His  grace  to  fallen  man  ?  And  nmst  it  not 
he  accepted  as  a  special  mark  of  the  Divine  interiKJsition,  when 
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that  word  is  inailt'  easily  accpssible,  and  when  it  conies  Into  the 
actual  ]xisse>sion  ofiurge  Iwdies  of  people  ?  There  iire,  indooil, 
who  contend  for  a  restricted  circulation  of  the  Holy  Scrii>' 
tures^ — who  spem  afraid  to  let  tliL*  Bihl«  speuk  for  itself.  That 
auch  pei^ons  should  look,  with  distrust  on  the  advfuice  of  the 

lOBible  Society — that  they  should  deprecate,  and  even  oppose, 
its  endeavours — need  not  excite  our  surprise;  but  with  auch 
fears  and  misj^ivlngs  your  Committee  have  no  sympathy :  they 
rejoice  to  administer  the  affairs  of  a  Society  that  treats  the 
Bible  as  tho  common  right  of  all  mankind;  aiidj  in  regard  to 
its  later  successes,  they  feci  assured  that  you  will  join  them 
in  reiterating  the  sentiment,  already  quoted,  of  tlieir  much- 

►revered  friend,  *How  thankful  am  I  to  have  such  confidence 
in  the  Divine  word,  that  I  can  look  upon  the  present  movement 
with  unmixed  and  unfeigned  gratification  T 

"And  let  us  not  fail  to  notice,  that  it  ia  in  our  own  beloved 
country — including  Ireland,  and  the  colonies  and  dependenciea 
of  Britain— that  the  most  markctl  distribution  of  the  Scrip- 
tures has  takers  place.      Amidst  ^  much  that  is  dark  and 

.lowering  around  us,  is  it  not  a  token  for  good,  that  to  us  should 
tte 'committed' so  largely  'the  Oracles  of  GoclV  If  this  wrts 
tho  chief  'advantage*  of  the  Jew  of  old,  must  it  not  be  equally 
ftti  advantage  among  Uf  ?  The  day  may  be  hasleniog  on,  when 
tlie  extensive  possession  of  the  Bible  by  the  people  of  this 
realm,  which  now  forms  its  distinguishing  privilege,  shall 
become  its  principal  safeguard  and  blessing ;  a  st:uid:u'd  set 
up  by  the  Spirit,  '  when  the  enemy  shall  come  In  like  & 
riood.'  But,  be  that  as  it  may,  h  it  not  delightful  to  know, 
tliat  at  this  hour  so  many  of  our  fellow-citizens  and  fellow- 
siibjecls,  of  all  rajiks,  and  of  all  ages  — in  the  cotta*j^e,  as  well 
as  in  the  sjilondid  mansion — In  the  factory,  tho  workshop,  and 
the  field— have  tlic  opportunity  of  searching  for  themselves 
the  Divine  records  of  ti-uth,  of  drawing  water  for  themselves 
from  the  wells  of  salvation?" 

It  will  be  observ^Kl,  that  in  the  above  extract  Ireland  is 
particularly  referred  to,  as  having  participated  in  the  reniark- 
ahle  movement  of  the  year.  The  following  are  the  cireum' 
stances  which  called  for,  and  led  to  a  larger  amount  of  aid 
than  usual  from  the  Society. 
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BOME.        Tlie  Hibernian  Bible  Society^  having  resolved  to  make  the 
Cu."x]V.   experiment  of  cireuhvting  the  Scriptures  more  widely  in  that 


country  by  means  of  Colporteurs;  to  encourage  the  attempt-, 
3000  Bibles  and  3000  Testaments  were  placed  at  tKc  disposal 
of  tliat  Society,  to  which  number  were  aftpi-wards  added  30,5OO 
t-Qpiea  more.  It  was  gratifjing  to  hear,  tbat,  in  this  way,  25,000 
vohimes  wero  sold  in  a  short  time,  in  eighty-three  distncts, 
situate  in  tlility-one  counties.  The  number  of  Colporteurs 
employed  was  about  eighty.  One  of  these  humble,  useful  agents 
• — a  day-labourer — sold  upwards  of  1400  topies  in  some  of  the 
darkest  districts  in  the  land. 

For  the  snme  purposes  as  above,  2000  copies  were  granted, 
to  the  Irish  Society  of  London. 

The  Sunday  School  Society  for  Ireland  Tvas,  this  year,  one 
of  the  largest  claimants  of  the  Society's  bounty.  The  first 
aj!pni.-ation  was  for  27,000  BiUea  and  Testaments.  These 
proving  insufficient  to  meet  the  increasing  demand,  an  addition 
was  soon  after  made  to  them  of  150O  copies.  The  whole 
stock  botng  exhausted  earlier  tlian  usual,  the  Society  was 
compelled  to  anticipate  the  period  of  its  annual  applieatiun, 
and,  before  tiie  year  closed,  it  presented  itself  a^ain,  asfeinjj 
this  time  for  39,500  volumes,  which  were  cheerfully  granted. 
Thus  6&,000  copies  of  the  Scriptures  were,  in  the  course  of  a 
single  year,  supplied  to  the  Sunday  Schools  of  Ireland.  This 
Society  had  on  its  list,  at  that  time,  2960  schools,  containing 
244,000  scholars,  and  22^900  gratuitoiia  tcachei-a. 

Five  other  Irish  Societies  also  received  grants  tliis  year^ 
varyinjT  from  500  to  12o0  copies  CiSch, 

The  diati'ibuUan  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  was  also  now  going 
on  largely  incur  own  metropolis.  In  proof  that,  lavish  as  some 
might  deem  it,  the  supply  was  not  beyond  the  deinaxid  of  ever 
fresh-di^eoveted  want^,  a  grant  was  called  for  this  year  of 
SliOO  Testaments  with  Psalois,  that  being  the  number  of 
families,  aft«r  all  tliat  bad  been  previously  done,  which  the 
Agents  of  the  City  Mission  had  actually  fonnd  at  that  time 
entirely  destitute  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  within  the  limits 
of  the  City  of  Westminatcr. 

While  the  Society,  during  the  two  following  years,  was  dili- 
gently and  prosperously  pursuing  it-i  course,  the  band  of  death 
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wJii  at  work,  sik-ntly  stealing  awaj  some  of  its  most  valuable 
frIcTiils  and  activt'  ooiidjutors.  In  the  foi'iner  your  died  two  of 
the  Vice-Presidents,  tho  newly-appointed  Bishop  of  Sodor 
and  Man,  Di%  Shu'ley,  and  Lord  Mountsandford ;  and  two  of 
the  oldest  niiimbcrs  of"  tlio  Con\iiiIttee,  JoSriali  Roberts,  and 
Samuel  Mills,  Esqs,  To  the  latter  gentleman  belongs  the 
lionour  of  having  prepared  an  outline  of  the  plan  of  the 
Societj ;  and  to  the  sei*vice  he  rendered  ill  hiyhig  the  foun- 
dation of  the  Institution,  is  to  be  added  that  of  a  judicious  and 
uscfid  co-operation  in  the  promotion  of  its  interests  and  the 
inaiiageitient  of  its  concerns.  Mr.  Mills  was  appointed  on 
the  first  Coniniittee,  and  continued  to  serve  each  succeeding 
year>  without  a  single  intermission,  having,  in  this  capsicity, 
nearly  completed  a  period  of  forty-three  years.  In  the  same 
year  also  died  Joseph  John  Gumey,  Esq.,  a  leading  member 
of  tho  bwly  of  Frienda^  who,  thongli  not  officially  connected 
with  the  Parent  Bible  Society,  had  rendered  it  very  essential 
service,  in  tliL^  extensive  circle  in  which  he  moved,  and  of 
which  he  was  ao  bright  an  ornament, 

lu  the  succeeding  year  died  two  more  of  the  Scieiety''3  ho- 
noured Pati'ons,  the  Earl  of  Ilarrowby,  and  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Dealtry,  Archdeacon  of  Surrey ;  and  also  three  members  of  the 
Cummittce,  Dr.  Uiehardson,  Mr,  Edelmivn,  and  Mr.  Scrivens. 

On  occasion  of  the  decease  of  Dr.  Dealtry,  the  following 
memorial  was  adopted  by  the  Committee,  which  pays  a  well- 
deserved  tribute  to  his  memory  as  one  of  tiie  warmest  pro- 
moters, and  ablest  defendei"3  of  tlie  Society,  at  a  period  when 
acch  services  were  peculiarly  valuable: — 

"Among  tlie  early  friends  of  the  Society,  few  have  a  higher 
claim  to  grateful  and  atlectionate  remembrance  than  tlie  late 
Kev.  William  Dealtry,  D.D.,  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge, 
Archdeacon  of  Surrey,  and  Rector  of  Clapham.  He  began 
his  course  in  days  when  the  simple  object  of  the  Societ}',  and 
its  no  less  simple  constitution,  neciled  able  defenders. 

"To  many  of  tho  present  day  it  may  seem  a  tiling 
incredible,  tiiat,  among  Protestants,  feara  should  ever  have 
been  entertained  and  expressed  as  to  the  circulation  of  the 
Scriptures  without  note  or  comment; — not  quite  so  incredible 
perhaps,  yet  nearly  so,  that  difficulties  should  have  been  raisetl 
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respecting  the  Inwfiiliioss  of  co-oporation  between  parties  whn, 
wliilc  differing  on  otlier  imi>orttuit  points,  were  yet  of  one 
mjiTd  as  to  the  suprornG  authority  of  tlie  Scriptures,  ajid 
actuated  by  one  single  desire  to  promote  tlieir  wider  circu- 
ktion.  Such,  nevertheless^  havmg  been  tlie  fact,  it  is  pro- 
portionably  difficult,  now,  to  estimate  the  value  of  those 
services  whieh  were  rendered  by  the  late  Dr.  Dealtry,  in 
vindicating  the  object  and  the  plans  which  the  Society  pur- 
sued. Often  did  lit^,  with  a  persuasive  eloquence,  address  the 
assembled  fi-iejida  of  the  Society,  wliether  in  Cambridge,  in 
the  miitropolis,  or  elsewhere;  and  often,  too,  did  he  draw  his 
pen,  and  put  forth  in  print  convincing  arguments  on  the  So- 
ciety's behalf-  Buth  his  speeches  and  hia  writings  were  always 
forcible,  exhibiting,  in  happy  conibLniition,  all  the  marks  of  an 
amiable  disposition,  uiiited  to  a  vigtjrous  and  manly  intellect ; 
for  while  contending  for  what  he  believed  to  be  tlie  tmth, 
hi3  spirit  never  became  embittered.  He  was  always  felt  and 
acknowledged  to  be  an  honourable  opponent.  But  if  in  argu- 
ment and  discussion  he  could  grapple  with  some  of  the  master 
spirits  of  the  age,  he  more  especially  loved  the  peaceful  walk? 
of  the  Society ;  and  in  one  auch  department,  the  value  of  a 
little  piece  whlcJi  he  wrote  will  long  be  appreciated.  It  13  en- 
titled, *' Advantages  of  distributing  the  Holy  Scriptures  among 
tin;  poorer  orders  of  Society,  chiefly  by  their  onm  agency." 

"  When  Bible  Associationa  were  first  introduced,  tliere  wei-e 
tliosc,  ])erhaps,  who  expected  but  little  from  tliem;  but  Dr. 
DL'altry  liad  the  sagacity  to  foresee  their  great  utility,  and  he 
wrote  as  follows: — 

"  *To  complete  the  sj'stem  which  has  commonced,  and  been 
conducted  with  such  happy  results,  no  measure  seems  to  have 
occurred  of  such  reasonable  promise  as  Bible  Assotuatioiis. 
The  conti"ibutoi*a  to  the  Parent  Institution,  and  to  itfl  Aux- 
iliaries and  Branches  in  dtfFerent  parts  of  the  country,  consist 
in  general  of  tliat  class  of  |>erson9  who  are  somewhat  elevated 
in  the  scale  of  society.  It  is  the  object  of  Bible  Associations 
to  bring  into  action  also  the  poorer  classes;  to  collect  subscrip- 
tions from  that  large  body  of  the  people  who  are  unable  to 
give  much,  and  yet  are  not  unwilling  to  give  a  Iktlc.  If  the 
number  of  contributors  be  great,  the  accumulation  even  of 
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small  snms  will  not  be  contemptible;  and  it  may  be  presumed  HOME, 
that  most  persons,  who  are  not  absolutely  in  the  lowest  walks  cq~xit 
of  life,  can  afford  a  subscription  of  a  penny  a  week.' 

**It  need  not  be  said  how  abundantly  these  anticipations 
were  realized.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ments have  been  dispensed  among  the  poor,  upon  a  plan  long 
since  proved  to  be  excellent,  if  not  the  best,  namely,  by  the 
agency  of  the  poor  themselves,  and  by  their  own  contributions. 
And  who  shall  tell  the  amount,  even  of  pecuniary  advantage, 
derived  to  the  Society  from  these  small  but  innumerable 
tributary  streams?" 

The  system  of  colportage  having  been  now  for  some  time 
in  operatibn,  a  report  was  made  by  the  agents  of  the  results ; 
when  it  appeared,  from  tlie  information  received  from  the  four 
districts  in  which  this  mode  of  distribution  had  been  adopted, 
that  the  number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  thus  disposed  of 
within  three  years  amounted  to  79,224. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

REVOLUTIONiS    ON   THE     CONTINENT,    AND   INCREASED 
FACILITIES  ton  iNTlfiODCCTlON  OF  TUB  SCltlPTDKES. 

1348-1849. 

lievohttumaiy  oythreahs  in  Itufy,  Franse,  Austria,  ^c. — Ajtpenl 

fur  im:rea.*eil  cfj'ort  hirchttJan  !o  the  Cofilinent — Special  futnf — 
IlLsUjnaiiim  of  Rev.  J.  J^otcett,  and afiptthitmcnt  of  Rcc.  7*.  If. 
Meller  in  the  Edilarial  Department — EntahJishvtent  of  lUstinvi 
Af/enci/  fur  districts  around  Manchester,  and  in  vther  placcM- — 
Qitestfort  of  Prayer  revised,  and  tnodification  of  reading  a 
portion  of  the  Scriptures  adopted. 

In  the  yeiur  I848j  as  13  well  known,  a  political  storm  burst 
over  a  large  part  of  Europe.  The  extraordinary  events,  which 
in  rapid  succession  then  took  place,  encouraged  the  hope,  among 
the  fneuda  of  the  Bible,  that  an  efie(!tual  door  was  opening 
for  the  wider  diffusion  of  ita  influeuce  among  many  of  the 
cuntinentiil  nationSj  that  had  been  herotofore  too  much  citoed 
against  it.  This  hope  was  not  destined  to  he  ri^alized  to  its 
full  extent,  but  while  it  Insted,  it  became  a  stimulus  to  new  and 
strenuous  efforts.  And  aa  the  ordinary  o[»eratimia  of  the 
Society  were  ibund  suflicient  to  exhaust  its  existing  resources, 
it  became  needful  to  make  a  special  appeal  for  aid  to  meet 
t!iis  unlooked-for  and  promising  emergency. 

Li  the  conclusion  of  tlie  Society's  Re|)ort  for  1848,  where  the 
extraordinary  events  then  taking  place  on  the  Continent  are 
referred  to,  an  intimation  is  given  of  the  cotu'se  which  tlie 
Committee  niight  think  it  right  to  pm'suc,  and  of  the  claims 
they  would  prohjibiy  have  to  make  on  tlio  fui'ther  liberality  and 
bounty  of  the  Society's  friends.     The  passage  is  aa  follows:— 

"  You  neeJ  not  here  be  reminded — for  the  Report  has  already 
alluded  to  the  fact — tiiat  recent  extraordinary  events  have 
brought  the  Continent  of  Euro])c  before  us  mider  a   most 
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■unexpected  asjioct.  It  is  not  for  your  Committoe  to  interpret 
the  mysterious  niovenieiita  of"  Diviiie  Providence ;  it  is  tiot  lor 
them  to  forecast  the  character  which  these  cbangps  may  assume, 
or  what  sliiill  he  their  ultimate  results:  hut  the  hui'rlcane  of 
political  revolution  hns  alreiidy  swept  away  btHTiera,  which 
have  for  agca  iirnK-ded  the  free  circulation  of  the  truth. 
Assurances  are  conveyed  to  us  from  many  quarters,  that  such 
is  the  mar\'elloiis  fact,  and  that  a  pathway  is  now  before  ua 
into  districtSj  and  provinces,  and  countries,  wliich  we  have 
hitherto  in  vain  sought  to  enter;  or  where,  having  entered, we 
have  heen  embarraased  al  uvery  step. 

"Your  Committee  are  watching  these  events,  with  deep  aiid 
anxious  emotion;  yet  not  altogether  unresolved  as  to  the  course 
which  St  becomes  them  to  pursue.  They  do  not  think  it 
necessaiy  to  wait  till  the  sea  of  agitation  is  calmed — till  the 
broken  frame-work  of  society  is  reconstructed,  and  the  world 
ia  once  moi*c  at  rest,  God  has  often  sustahicd  us  in  our  work 
amidst  jarring  elements:  wliy  should  we  not  now  al  once  go 
forlh,  and,  taking  our  stand  amonj^  nations  rocked  to  and  fro 
hy  tiie  storm,  feai'Iessly  hold  up  before  tliom  the  open  volume 
of  in^ipired  truth,  witli  its  decisions  of  immutable  law,  and  with 
its  wondrous  revelations  of  mercy — that  the  guilty,  the  trem- 
bling, the  perplexed— those  who  are  gi*ttS]>Ing  at  power,  njul 
those  who  arc  losing  it,  may  be  reasoned  with  of  *rightcous- 
n03S,  temperance,  and  judgment  to  come,'  and  be  invited  to 
Bcek  peace,  consolation,  and  life  in  Christ  Jesus ;  tliat  so, 
amidst  the  wreck  of  things  which  are  seen,  and  which  are 
temporal,  men  may  letUTi  to  look  with  eagerness  and  hope  to 
those  things  which  are  not  seen,  and  which  are  elenifll, 

"  Should  this  embassy  of  peace  and  good  willdraw  largely  on 
the  resources  of  yom-  Society,- — should  even  further  exertion  be 
demanded  for  the  replenishing  and  sustaining  of  its  funds, — ^your 
Committee  will  yickl  to  no  mis.givlnn:3,  well  assured  thai  you 
will  bid  them  to  advance.  A  solemn  obligation  is  upon  us — 
self-imposed,  but  not  the  less  real.  It  may  he  added,  that  at 
the  present  moment  the  promptings  of  gi-atitude  enforce  the 
dictates  of  duty.  Britain,  long  favoured  from  on  high,  has 
again  been  distinguished  and  honoured;  national  thanksgivings 
bear  testimony  to  tlic  Divine hiterposition  and  protection;  and 
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if  a  national  memorial  be  demanded  to  record  our  sense  of 
Grid\s  goodness,  lot  the  tribute  of  the  15il>Ie  Society  be  foiuid 
in  tlie  enlarged  contributions  of  its  members." 

The  subject  thus  Ineldentalty  suggested  was  soon  after  more 
directly  and  dlatittctly  brought  before  the  public  bj  the  followin^r 
Appeal  :■ — 

"  Reluctant  as  any  Society  may  well  be  to  come  forward 
with  claimis  fur  increased  support^  at  a  period  when  there  is 
nnich  distress  prevailing,  and  when  there  are  ali'eady  innu- 
merable appeals  to  the  sympathies  of  tte  religious  public,  the 
time  may  nevertheless  have  arrived,  when  all  such  feeUnga 
must  be  repressed,  and  plain  statements  be  put  forth,  showing 
the  need  for  such  increased  support.  The  Comnnttee  Itelicve 
that  such  a  crisis  has  arrived  in  the  history  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society.  In  this  belief  they  are  strengthened 
by  tlio  Committees  of  some  of  the  Auxiliary  Societies,  who 
have  addressed  them  upon  the  subject,  and  urged  the  makinj^ 
of  aji  appeal,  without  loss  of  time,  to  the  friends  of  the  Society 
at  large. 

"The  present  state  of  their  funds  will  only  allow  the  Com- 
mittee to  carry  on  the  oitei-ations  of  the  Society  upon  their 
ordinary  scale,  while  they  are  ntterly  inadeiiuate  to  meet  tJie 
newly-discovered  wants,  and  tho&e  newly-discovered  oppor- 
tunities lor  meeting  those  wants,  which  form  the  subject  of  the 
following  Appeal. 

"The  wonderful  events  which  have  taken  place  on  the  Con- 
tinent of  Europe  during  the  last  few  months,  have  cither 
occasioned  large  ojneningsi  for  the  hitroduetion  of  the  Scrii>- 
ttires  into  quarters  to  which  there  was  previously  no  accesa 
at  all ;  or,  in  a  no  less  striking  manner,  have  increased  the 
facilities,  in  countries  where  openings  had  2>reviously  existed, 
and  where  they  had  to  some  extent  been  improved-  In 
Austria  and  in  Italy,  for  example,  the  liberty  of  the  press  has 
been  obtained,  and  it  has  been  proved  that  the  Scriptures  may 
he  openly  conveyed  into  those  cuuntiies,  and  be  openly  sold, 
as  well  as  printed  hi  them  :  and  the  Committee  are  full  of  the 
best  hope,  that  many,  who  have  never  had  the  Scriptures 
before,  will  tiow  receive  them  with  thaukfuhiess.  Tjiev  are 
sure  that  they  sludl  at  leiutt  carry  all  the  friends  of  the  So- 
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ciety  with  thorn  in  the  twofold  conviction,  that  Cor  such 
countries  the  Bible  is  indeed  tlie  Bcx)k  most  calculated  tu  do 
the  inhabitants  good,  in  the  largest  and  ftilleet  Benae  of  the 
word ;  and  that  it  is  oux'  plainest  dutj  tu  offer  them  tlie  Book, 
the  opportunity  being  now  given  us  of  so  doing. 

"How  long  such  opportunitiea  may  last,  who  can  tell? 
Every  thing  seems  to  sav,  'Work  while  it  is  called  to-day;' 
while  powers  that  have  heretofore  been  op]His.ed  to  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Scriptures  are,  for  the  present,  in  abeyance. 

"If  it  be  asked  whether  it  be  the  s^x?cial  duty  of  this 
country  thus  to  aim  at  tlie  lotroducllon  of  the  Scriptures  into 
sncb  countries  as  those  alludtd  to,  the  answer  1*  plahi;  and 
it  may  well  be  said,  in  reply  to  such  an  inquiry",  Ought  not 
the  exi^rienco  of  the  jieople  of  England  to  fill  them  with 
confidence  in  the  Book?  Must  not  the  people  of  this  country 
confess  to  the  l|rgest  obligations  to  the  free  course  of  the 
liiblo  among  themselves?  And  should  not  gratitude  to  tlie 
Author  of  that  Holy  Volume,  make  them  Ilia  willing  and 
forward  servants  in  conve^Tng  it  to  other  lands? 

"  Are  there,  however,  none  in  the  counti-ios  themselvea 
to  take  up  the  work  without  our  interference  and  help?  In 
answer,  it  may  again  be  asked.  Can  it  be  expected  that  the 
Roman  Catholic  hierarchy  of  laity,  between  whom  (with  but 
very  tew  exceptions)  and  the  friends  of  the  Bible  Society, 
there  exists  a  direct  and  insuperable  difference  of  opinion  on 
the  subject  of  the  free  use  of  the  Sacred  Volume  by  all  manner 
of  persons — can  it  be  expected  that  they  will  do  the  work? 
Again,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  tliose  who  bear  the  name  of 
Protestants,  but  who  ai'e  too  largely  imbued  with  Neologian  or 
Rationalistic  prhiciplcs,  will  come  forward.  So  that,  with 
facilities  now  afforded  them  for  the  first  time  of  receiving  the 
Scriptures,  the  people  must  continue  witliont  them,  unless 
strangers  shall  step  in  and  carry  the  boon  to  them. 

"In  France  and  Germany,  in  which  many  op|K)rtunitiea  for 
distributing  the  Sacred  Volume  have  long  been  enjoyed,  some 
remaining  hindrances  have  now  been  swept  away ;  and  it  is 
supjioscd  that  a  fairer  and  larger  field  is  ojien  than  was  ever 
before  knowm  The  cries  for  continued  and  increased  aid  on 
the  part    of  the  friends  of  tliti  Bible   are  most   importunate. 
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It  is  too  well  known,  thnt  In  France,  nsoro  partioixlarly,  ati 
unparalleled  destruction  of  property  lias  taken  placo.  and 
in  those  losses  all  classes  havo  sliarcd^  and  iimuiif!  lliem  the 
most  zealous  supporters  of  rejiglon,  who  are  paralyzed  in  tlieir 
eftoTts,  and  can  only  turn  an  imploring  eye  to  tlie  friends  of 
religion  in  this  and  other  countries  to  come  to  their  sucecmr. 

"  Wbile  there  are  these  unwonted  openings,  it  must  he  borne 
in  mind  that  not  a  single  ordinary  channel  for  the  distribution 
of  the  Sacred  Scriptures  lias  been  closed,  and  some  have  liecn 
j^reatly  enlarged.  Ireland,  and  our  Emigrant  population,  make 
large  demands.  Oiir  Missionaries  continue  their  translations 
of  the  Scriptures;  and,  when  they  have  accompliaheil  the 
New  Testament,  almost  invariably  ask  aid  for  the  Old  Testa- 
ment also.  While,  again,  many  of  our  colonies  are,  to  a  great 
extent,  self-supporiing  in  the  work  of  distributing  the  Scrip- 
tures, this  is  far  from  being  the  case  in  India  find  Ceylon.  In 
China  it  may,  for  the  present,  be  a  waithig  season,  till  tlu^  Mis- 
sionm'ies  have  completed  the  revision  of  the  sacred  text;  but 
who  can  calculate  the  demand  that  is  likely  to  be  made  ujion. 
the  Society — and  it  is  hoped  at  no  distant  time — from  tliat  most 
important  quarter  ? 

"  It  is  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  Society's  friends  to  deter- 
mine how  they  shall  respond  to  this  appeal,  whether  by 
individual  contributions,  or  by  holding  special  Meetings,  or  by 
collections  made  in  other  accustomed  ways. 

"The  Committee  trust  that  they  have  shown  ample  cause 
for  issuing  this  invitation  ;  and  they  conclude  with  a  farther  and 
most  earnest  call  fur  dcvoutest  thanksgivings  to  the  Great  Head 
of  the  Church,  whose  wondrous  providence  has  rendered  sneh 
a  step  about  this  time  absolutely  necessary.  May  His  guiding 
hand  be  seen,  and  may  the  eyes  of  all  be  unto  that  hand;  and 
may  we  all  follow  with  willing  feet  whithei-soever  He  may  be 
pleased  to  conduct  ns,  jis  He  may  permit  us  to  bear  our  humble 
part  in  these  His  own  works  I" 

This  appeal  met  with  a  pi'ompt  aiid  gratifying  response  on 
the  part  both  of  Auxiliaries  and  individuals,  and  tho  result 
was  a  sum  of  £S95l.4s.  5d.  placed  at  tlie  disposal  of  the 
Society  for  the  important  object  contemplated.  It  belongs 
to  another  part  of  this  history  to  touch  on  the  specific  mca- 
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sui'es  additionally  employed,  :it  tins  tunc,  for  tbe  benefit 
of  rontinentnl  Enrope ;  but  tlie  raising  and  appropri'stion 
of  tlie  fund  fonna  an  intei-esting  circumstance  in  the  his- 
tory of  tbe  Society  at  home,  and  very  naturally,  therefore, 
bus  its  place  here.  It  furnishes  another  pleasing  instance  of 
the  readiness  and  force  nf  Christian  sympathy,  existing  among 
the  friends  of  Bible  truth  in  this  our  highly-favoured  country, 
and  it  may  be  further  regarded  as  an  appropri.ite  tribute  of 
gratitude  for  the  distinguished  protection  granted  to  Britain,  at 
that  eventful  crisis,  by  a  merciful  Providence, 

This  year,  the  Society  lost  the  services  of  tbe  Kev.  Joseph 
Jowctt,  who,  for  nearly  seventeen  years,  had  held  the  office  of 
Superintendent  of  the  Editorial  Department,  He  was  com- 
l>elled  to  retire  by  an  increasing  weakness  of  sight.  He 
was  highly  valued  as  a  wise  and  experienced  counsellor,  and 
as  possessing  a  peculiarly  happy  manner  of  conveying,  witli 
cleamoss  and  preciaion,to  Missionary  translators  and  editors,  tlie 
views  of  the  Society.  Many  valuable  letters  of  his,  on  a 
variety  af  important  points,  were  left  in  tbe  hands  of  the  Society. 

The  Rev.  T.  W.  Meller,  Rector  of  Woodbridge,  Suffolk, 
who  had  been  for  some  time  assisting  Mr.  Jowett,  was  engaged 
as  his  successor,  inuch  to  the  satisfiiction  of  the  Committee, 
who  bad  long  known  of  hi*  superior  attainments  in  the  know- 
ledge of  languages,  ancient  and  modem.  The  Committee 
would  gladly  have  secured  bis  undivided  services ;  but  as  he 
could  not  rellnqaish  the  important  position  he  filled  at  Wood- 
bridge,  the  engagement  only  embraced  a  portion  of  his  time, 
and  his  salary  was  fixed  accordingly. 

The  Rev.  H.  A.  Browne,  who  bad,  since  1845,  acted  aa  one 
of  the  Society's  domestic  agents,  was  now,  owing  to  the 
pressing  claims  of  other  duties,  compelled  to  relinquish  his 
appointment  He  had  ever  proved  himself  acceptable  to  the 
friends  of  tbe  Society  as  a  visitor,  and  bad  labaureJ  not  a 
little  to  fulfil  tbe  many  other  less  recognised,  but  not  less  im- 
portant duties  of  an  agent.  ISIr.  Browue^s  services,  though 
from  this  time  they  became  lioiiorai'y,  were  not  wholly  with- 
drawn from  the  Society,  but,  on  the  contrary,  have  been 
ever  since,  in  many  ways,  kindly  continved. 

The  friends  of  the  Society  at  Manchester,  gratefully  rc- 
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HOME,  incmbmng  tbe  unprecedented  issue  of  the  Scripttires  tlipt 
had  been  efftic-ted  In  that  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  which, 
m  no  ainall  degree,  tliey  attrihated  the  tranquillity  they  had 
enjoyed  during  the  time  of  fearful  agitation  which  liad  Just 
passed  over,  and  convinced,  also,  that  there  were  innumerable 
individuals  yet  unsupphed  with  the  Scriptures  in  the  immense 
population  resident  witliin  a  circle  of  twenty  miles  round 
tliem,  made  an  eamest  application  for  a  special  agent  to  bo 
appointed  for  the  diatrict  comprised  in  the  ahove  limits.  The 
district  was  found  to  include  the  following  important  places  : 
— Manchester  and  Salford,  Ashton,  Stalybi-idge  and  Ducken- 
fiold,  Baccp,  Bolton,  Biirnley,  Bury,  Coinc,  Heywood,  Old- 
hanij  Rawtenstallj  Rochdale,  Todmorden,  Warrington,  Wigan, 
Stockport,  Macclesfiehl,  &.c. 

A  conference  was  accordingly  held  at  Manchester,  at  wliich 
dopntiea  from  all  the  Auxiliariea  withm  the  district  were 
invited  t«  attendj  some  of  tlia  memhevs  of  the  Parent  Com- 
mittee, together  with  the  Secretary,  heiiip  also  present.  The 
result  of  this  was  the  appropriation,  on  tlie  part  of  the  Parent 
Society,  of  a  sum  not  to  exceed  £400,  as  an  esperhnent  for 
one  year ;  the  money  to  be  ejipended  in  paying  the  salary  of 
an  agent,  togetJier  with  the  espcnses  necessarily  incurred  in 
the  proaecutian  of  the  plan.  The  selection  of  tlie  agent,  toge- 
tlier  with  the  management  of  the  details,  was  undertaken  by  a 
Special  District  Committee  appointed  for  the  purpose.  The 
first  agent  appointed  was  Mr.  Jonathan  Taylor:  after  five 
years,  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  C.  Swallow;  the  measiuv  having 
been  followed  with  such  useful  results,  hoth  in  the  formation 
of  new  Societies,  and  In  the  wider  dissemination  of  tlio  Holy 
Scriptures,  as,  in  tlie  judgment  of  all  parties,  fully  tojnstify 
its  continuance. 

One  pai't  of  the  plan  embraced  the  emplojTiient  of  Col- 
porteurs. »For  tliia  object  a  gentleman  on  the  spot,  who  en- 
tered cordially  into  the  measure,  engaged  to  give  £100  per 
annum  for  tliree  yeare :  thia  liberal  engagement  was  punctually 
fulfilled,  and  the  distribution,  which  in  this  way  was  effected, 
extended  to  many  thousand  copies.  One  of  these  Colporteurfi, 
an  indefatigable  young  man,  made,  la  the  first  year,  18,727 
visits,  and  sold  3795  copies  of  the  Scriptures  j   aud  in  the 
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Second  jear  he  made  14,718  visits,  and  stild  filS3  copies. 
Thousands  of  fatniliea  were  found  destitnte  of  the  inspired 
Tolume,  aiid  of  these  aliout  one-tlui'd,  it  was  reckoned,  were 
Bnpplied,  At  Livei-pool  a  single  Colporteur  disposed  of  7029 
copies  in  the  course  of  one  year. 

Another  experiment  of  local  agency  was  comroeneed  this 
year,  at  the  earnest  request  of  the  Auxiliaries  at  Derby  and 
Nottingham,  and  of  some  friends  in  the  county  of  Lincoln. 
Mr.  G.  Wingfield  was  appointed  as  local  agent  for  the  three 
counties,  his  labanrs  being  placed  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committees  of  the  above  Auslliariea  for  the  two  counties  men- 
tioned, and  of  the  Rev.  H.  A.  Browne  for  the  county  of  Lincoln, 
who  has  since  kindly  undertaken,  and  carried  on  a  general 
superintendence  of  the  whole.  Tiiis  local  agency  has  now 
'"been  continued  some  years,  and  the  friends  of  the  Society 
within  the  district  report  very  favourably  of  the  advantages 
which  have  accrued  from  this  plan  of  operation. 

A  similar  plan  had  been  for  some  years  previously  adopted 
in  the  county  of  Norfolk.  In  this  instance  the  agency  was 
itirely  supported,  as  well  aa  directed,  by  the  friends  of  the 
iociety  in  the  county,  the  expenses  being  defrayed  partly 
by  specific  individual  contributions,  partly  by  proportionate 
tactions  from  the  funds  of  the  Ausiliary,  and  its  respective 
branches*  It  apiniars,  that  dimng  eleven  yeors,  ending  iu 
1850,  their  indefatigable  agent,  Mr.  Wiseman,  had  circnlaCed 
42,000  copies  of  the  Scriptures,  at  coat  prices,  in  tlie  rural  dis- 
tricts of  the  county,  and  had  raised  £4000  in  free  subscriptions. 
At  the  Anuiversary  Meeting  of  the  Society  in  1849,  the 
question  of  opening  the  Meetings  of  the  Society  with  prayer 
was  again  mooted.  The  subject  had  never  been  allowed  to 
rest  long  together,  since  its  first  agitation  in  the  year  1832. 
Frequent  representations  and  remonstrances  had  at  different 
times  readied  the  Committee,  either  directly,  or  through  the 
columns  of  different  periodicals.  In  some  instances  tliese  re- 
presentations assumed  a  form  wbieh  called  for,  and  received 
the  most  careful  attention  and  deliberate  discussion  on  the  part 
of  the  Committee,  without,  however,  producing  any  material 
change  in  their  collective  judgment  on  the  point 

When,  however,  the  subject  was  again  publicly  adverted  to, 
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at  tlie  above  meeting,  by  some  of  the  warmest  frientla  oftlie  So- 
ciety, it  seemed  inevitable  that  it  should  bo  submitted  to  a  re- 
newed consideration  and  discussion  ;  and  henec,  after  a  i'cvf  ob- 
servations had  been  made  by  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Brandraun,  and 
one  or  two  other  friends,  it  was,  on  the  motion  of  the  Uev. 
E.  BIckerstetli,  "referred  tt>  the  Committee  to  consider 
whether  arrangements  could  not  be  madt  for  commencing  the 
Annual  Meetings  witli  a  portion  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  includ- 
ing the  Lord's  Prayer." 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  subject,  cs  thus  propounded 
and  discussed,  was  presented  under  considerable  moilifii-ation  : 
prayer  itself  15  not  referred  to,^  except  so  fiir  aa  it  ia  involved  in 
reading  the  Lord's  Prayer,  The  mover  had  evidently  heromo 
aware  of  some  of  the  difficulties  connected  with  the  introduction 
of  united  religious  worship,  in  an  assembly  conijj^ised  of  persons 
of  so  many  various,  and,  in  some  respects,  widely  differing  de- 
nominations. In  the  aubseqnent  discussions,  howevePj  the 
whole  question  of  prayer,  as  welt  as  the  reading  of  the  Scrijv 
tures.  Came  under  review.  These  discussions  were  con- 
tinued through  two  successive  Meetings  of  the  Committee, 
formally  summoned,  at  wliicli  were  present,  uot  only  the 
mover  and  seconder  of  the  resolution  of  reference,  the  Rev. 
Edward  Bickerstelh  and  the  Rev.  George  Clayton,  but  a  con- 
siderable number  of  clergymen,  dissenting  ministers,  and  other 
friends,  both  from  tlie  metrojwlis  and  other  parts  of  the 
country.  The  account  of  this  important  deliberation}  and  of 
the  decision  arrived  at,  h  thus  giveu  in  the  Report  of  the 
Society  for  1850:— 

"  The  Resolution  passed  at  the  last  Annual  Meeting  of  (lie 
Society,  relating  to  the  imanner  of  commencing  its  PubliL- 
Meetings,  and  which  referred  that  subject  to  the  consideration 
of  youi"  Committee,  received  very  full  and  deliberate  attention. 
After  repeated  and  lengthened  discussions,  in  which  your 
Committee  were  assisted  by  friends  from  ditferent  parts  uf  the 
rHcTijiture  kingdom,  it  was  detemnned  to  adopt  the  rcadhig  of  a  jxtrtlon 
*  °^  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  immediately  after  the  chau"  is  taken." 

It  Is  added,  "  This  decision  on  a  subject  itivohiug  many  more 
diMeulties  than  at  first  apjjear,  will,  it  is  hupi?d>  be  accepted 
by  the  friends  of  the  Society  at  large,  in  that  spirit  of  conces- 
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sioii  and  goodwill  which  has  hilliorto  so  strongly  ainl  hapjiily 
marked  the  proceedings  of  this  Institution." 

The  practice  then  couiinenced,  has  continued  in  the  Parent 
Society  to  the  present  time." 

Another  subject  has  here  to  be  mentioned,  which,  tliough 
not  strictly  belonging  to  the  Society's  proceedings,  as  it  relates 
to  matters  not  legitimately  under  its  jurisdiction,  greatly  in- 
terested and  disturbed,  and,  at  one  titiie,  seemed  likely  to 
alienate  many  of  the  friends  of  th«  Institution.  (Jonaidt'rahle 
agitation  was  cscited  during  the  year  now  under  review,  on 
the  subject  of  the  wages  paid  to  the  women  employed  in 
binding  the  Society's  books.  Heavy  charges  of  oppression 
were  brought  against  the  paityf  by  whom  the  contract  for 
binding  was  then  held.  In  tliese  charges  it  was  sought  to 
irnplicttte  the  Society^  and  the  Committee  were  clamorously 
called  upon  to  interfere.  This  they  declined  to  do.  They 
did  not  think  theniselveg  justly  called  upon  to  adopt  so  un- 
usual a  course,  as  to  attempt  to  adjust  the  wages  of  workpeople 
not  engaged  by  themselves.  An  inquiry,  however,  was  insti- 
tuted, with  regard  to  the  allegations  in  question,  by  the  Com- 
mittees of  two  of  the  Society's  valuable  and  im|ior£ant 
Auxiliaries — the  Southwark  and  the  Westminster.  These 
Committeea  went  into  the  investigation  of  their  own  accord, 
and  in  each  instance  the  inquiry  w^as  conducted  in  the  moat 
careful  manner.  The  results  were  laid  before  the  public  in 
reports  from  the  two  abovenanied  Societies.  These  reports 
are  illustrative  of  the  very  slight,  insutficient,  and,  indeed,  falla- 
cious grounds,  on  which  grave  charges  may  be  brought  for- 
ward, and  extensive  and  violent  agitation  produced,  by 
interested,  or  well  me:miug,  though  niisinlbrmed  parties.}  Not 
only  were  the  charges  shown  to  be  without  foundation,  but 
the  party  accused  obtained  credit  for  a  more  than  usual  degree 
of  couaiderate  and  liberal  arrangement.  After  this  the  agita- 
tion Boon  died  away. 

*  Since  tW  aboTp  was  wrttien^  pmyer  bus  lji>en  intrnducril  iulo  lln.' 
Meedng:^  of  thv  Covamht^v,  iind  a\so^  in  uunjimction  'with  the  reudiiij^  of 
the  Siiriptarea,  into  the  Fubhc  Mueting',  ItSoB. 

t  Mies  VValkJTis. 

I  Tlifflf  l^j-orLs  were  given  ntleiigili  iti  the  ■■  Mumhlv  Ei.tntcl^'''  for 
February  19.jiJ, 
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RELIGIOUS  MOVEMENT  IN  IRELAND— THE  GliBAT 
EXHIBITION. 

I84fl-I851. 

Death  of  Bishop  StanJet/,  Reif.   M.  Bkhertteth,   and  othen 

Extraardinarf/  Mdhjious  ^lavement  in  Irdand,  resulting  from 
Dibie  dhiribution — Yarhus  louses  to  the  Society  by  Ueathx 
Mr.  Cockle^  Rev.  A.  Brandram,  Rif/kt  Jlon.  Lord  Bexlejf — 
Special  effort  in  conseqtietics  of  Romish  agfjresxiun — Earl  of 
Shaftesbury,  PreMdeut  of  tke  SociUy — Kffm^tA  in  connection 
with  the  Great  J^xhibiium  ^185L 

Two  names  were  this  year  withdrawn,  by  the  hand  of 
deatli,  from  the  Society's  list  of  Vice-PrcsidentSj  thoee  of 
Dr.  Stanley,  Bishop  of  Norwich,  and  Dr.  Lenr,  Dean  of 
Salisbury;  to  which  must  be  added  those  of  the  Rev, 
T.  S.  Grimshawe  and  the  Rev.  Edward  Biekersteth,  both  of 
them  men  of  like  excellent  spirit,  who  were  held  in  deserved 
respec^t  l>y  Christians  of  different  communions,  and  each  of 
whom  had  rendered  very  essential  services  to  the  Society. 

In  the  course  of  this  year  a  change  took  place  in  tJie 
Department  appropriated  to  the  Foreign  business  of  the  So^ 
ciety,  by  the  retircm^ent  of  John  Jackson,  Esq.^  Ph,D.,  who, 
during  the  space  of  twenty-five  years,  had  held  the  office  of 
Assistant  Foreign  Secretary.  The  labours  of  Dr.  Jackson 
in  this  department  had  been  abundant  and  valuable.  His 
name,  though  comparatively  little  prominent  at  home,  had,  by 
hia  correspondence  with  foreign  countries,  become  known  in 
every  pai't  of  the  world;  and  the  intelligence,  2e.'d,  and  Chris- 
tian sentiment,  which  characterized  hia  cominunieatioiiB,  had 
won  for  him  everjwlierc  the  esteem  and  respect  of  the  friends 
of  the  Bible  cause. 

The  Conuiiittce,  in  a  Resolution  passed  by  them  on  the 


BKITISH  Atn>  F0BB1ON  BIBLE  BOOIETl 


occasion  of  Dr.  Jacfeson's  retiretnent,  make  lionouT-ablo  men- 
tion of  the  services  rendered  by  iiiin  to  tlic  Society,  froui  "  hia 
knowledge  of  so  many  contitjeutal  Jiinguagea,  and  liis  rtbility 
to  converse,  to  translate,  and  to  corresjxmd  in  them,  together 
witji  his  accurate  acquaintance  with  all  foreign  monies  and 
modes  of  keeping  accounts." 

Dr.  Jackson  was  succeeded  in  bis  office  by  Mr.  Henry 
Knollekcj  who  Imd  previously  been  employed  for  nearly  four- 
teen years  in  this  department. 

Pre([uent  reference  hsLa  been  m&do  iii  this  history  to  large 
grants  of  the  Holy  Scriptcros  appropriated  to  Ireland.  These 
If^rants  were  principally  comiuunictited  througli  the  medium 
of  the  difterent  Societies  labouring  for  the  benefit  of  Ireland, 
such  as  the  Hibernian  Bible  Society,  the  Hiliemian  School 
So^'iety,  tbe  Sunday  School  Society  for  Ireland,  the  Baptist 
Irish  Society,  the  Irish  Society  of  London^  and  other  kindred 
Institutions.  These  grants,  wliicli  came  in  aid  of  the  distri- 
bution of  the  Hibernian  liible  Society  and  it3  Auxiliai'Ies,  were 
in  the  English  and  Irish  languages,  and  had  now  amounted  to 
several  hundred  thousand  copies. 

The  effect  of  the  circulation  of  the  Scriptures  on  a  population 
13  sometimes  apparently  slender,  and  discernible  only  in  the 
gradual  spread  of  religious  knowledge,  and  a  more  elevated 
tone,  perhaps,  of  judgint^nt  and  feeling^  in  respect  of  moral 
duties.  Any  more  palpable  and  spiritual  movement,  as  thus 
connected  with  the  muUiplied  dispersion  of  these  silent  mes^ 
Hengers  of  divine  truth,  seems  uftcn  a  remote  consequence,  and 
one  not  always  capable  of  Iwiiig  traced  back  ta  the  fact  of 
Bible  distribution  as  Its  source.  In  cotuitries  like  England, 
already  evangelized  to  a  great  extent,  and  possessed  of  a  Chris- 
tian ministry,  the  spread  of  the  Scriptures  may  be  jmlgeil 
to  act  chiefly  as  a  ]>owerful  auxiliary  to  the  eftVirts  of  tlie 
pulpit  In  Mis,>*ionary  stationii.  again,  the  circuhitiun  of  the 
Scriptures  operates,  for  the  most  part,  in  the  same  subsi- 
diary manner.  But  sometimes,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
the  Bible  has  preceded  the  Preacher  and  the  IMissionary  ',  and 
in  such  instanceSj  it  has  often  been  seen  that  the  written  word  of 
God,  thus  alone,  is  made,  by  the  efFectua!  blrasing  from  on 
htgh,uu  histrnmentofproilucing  a  great  and  blessed  niovemont 
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HOME,  amon^t  a  people.  In  t]ie  finnals  of  Bible  distribution,  innU'- 
Cu-ltVI.  Kifrable  single  iiiataucea  have  oecurrcd,  even  in.  this  lugblj-fa- 
—  voured  country,  where,  in  the  cottage,  and  the  -vrorkliouse,  and 
the  prisoner's  eell,  the  Bible  alone  has  been  the  elVectual 
preacher.  But  alsoj  and  on  a  wider  scak',  in  countries  less 
evangelized,  thia  has  been  often  the  case :  a  movement  has 
begun,  where  the  footsteps  of  the  Missionary  had  not  gone. 
We  shall  have  ta  record  more  than  one  such  niovenmnt  of 
a  highly  interesting  character,  in  difl'erent  parls  of  Europe 
and  elsewhere,  in  connection  with  the  operations  uf  the  Bible 
Society ;  but  we  have  now  to  cull  attention  to  the  progress  of 
a  remarkable  religioua  awakening  produced  in  Ireland  by  the 
diffusion  of  the  Sacred  Scriptiu-eg, 

It  was  in  tliia  yeai-,  1849,  that  it  was  given  to  the  Society 
to  ]cani  that  the  continued  supplies  of  the  Scriptures  poured 
into  that  country  had  been  silently  producing  tlieir  eftect. 

A  very  extraordinary  religious  movement  sprang  np  Bt)out 
thifs  time  in  different  parts  in  Irelandj  wluch  has  since  greatly 
increased,  and  been  attended  with  the  most  surprising  and 
cnptuces.  pig^gji^g  success;  and  it  is  gratifying  to  be  assured  that  it  was 
mainly  produced  by  tlie  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  especially 
in  the  Irish  language. 

A  few  extracts  from  the  papers  of  the  Irish  Society  of 
London  may  he  taken  as  a  specimen  of  the  cheering  intelli- 
gence which,  at  that  time,  was  continually  arriving  from  the 
sister  country. 

'*  Roman  Cathohc  fanners  and  peasants  petition  for  instruc- 
tion in  the  Irish  Bible,  and  assert  their  '  inalienable  right  to 
read  it,*  The  setting  sun  witnesses  young  men  and  maidens, 
old  men  and  children,  leaving  their  homes  to  steal,  mider 
cover  of  the  shades  of  evening,  to  tlie  lonely  cabin  on  the 
mountain  side,  to  *  search  the  Scriptures'  by  the  hght  of  the 
bog-wood  splinter.  Daring  and  ferocious  Itibliomnen,  bent  ou 
deeds  of  blood,  and  mad  against  the  Protestant  failh,  uieet  with 
*  the  strange  book,'  and  read  it,  and  becomo  '  clothed  and  in 
their  right  uiindj'  and  are  found  '  sitting  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,' 

The  Superintendent  of  the  Castlehjir  branch  of  the  Mayo 
diiitrict  thus  writes: — 

"The  Irish  work  in  this  district  is  encoumging:  the  word 
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ofltfe,  m  tlio  Vernacular  languag;.^,  \s  obtaining  entrance  into 
the  most  retired  piirts  of  the  niountflin  districts.  TJje  desire 
to  learti  to  read  the  Scriptures  is  increasing.  Places  even 
desire  scliools,  wherCj  some  short  time  slnce^  there  wonid  iiave 
heen  no  liopo  of  succeeding.  Many  acknowledge  that  the 
blood  of  Christ  alone  can  cleanse  them  from  their  sins.  This 
tahea  place  in  the  remotest  and  wildest  moimtain  glens. 
Through  ft  j>reat  part  of  this  district  prejudice  ia  subsiding, 
and  people  take  up  God's  word  with  leas  fear  than  heretofore." 

The  Superintendent  of  the  Erris  branch  of  the  Mayo 
district,  reports: — 

"  I  just  write  to  tell  you  what  occurred  here  yesterday,  I 
was  engaged  in  worship  with  my  little  flock  in  tho  workhouse, 
at  nine  a.m.,  when  suddenly  the  door  opened,  a,nd  in  marcheil 
twenty-nine  or  thirty  Roman  Catholics,  the  heads  of  families,  all 
men.  I  aaked  them  what  brought  them  out,and  they  aaid  they 
came  to  hear  the  word  of  God,  and  requested  me  to  enter 
their  names'  as  Protestants.  This  they  did  m  the  face  of  per- 
secution^  for  as  they  were  coming  down  to  the  house  they  were 
pelted.  I  was  very  thankful  to  the  Lord  for  the  thing,  for  I 
trust  it  is  His  work. 

A  Clergyman  writes : — 

"  During  llie  autumn  of  last  year  1  was  engaged  by  the 
Society  in  a  Missionary  tour  through  the  south  of  Ireland. 
In  the  open  daylight,  in  a  small  town,  situated  just  on  the 
boi'dors  of  the  three  counties  of  Limerick,  Cork,  and  Kerry — 
surrounded  by  a  wild  district — in  the  midst  of  an  Lrish- 
spcaking  ^wpuhition,  there  met  me  on  one  occasion,  in  the 
market-house,  fully  one  hundred  men,  assembled  from  the 
disti'icts  all  around — Irishmen,  peasants  as  you  would  call 
them  —  some  of  them  fai'mers,  others  of  them  hibuui'crs — pi'o- 
feasing  Roman  Catholics  in  their  creed — aTid  not  a  Hngle  man 
(here  present  who  had  not  some  portion  of  the  word  of  God  in 
the  Irish  tongue.*' 

It  was  such  intelligence  as  tlie  above,  received,  not  from 
Ireland  only,  but,  at  the  same  period,  from  othur  and  di<$taiit 
parts  of  the  world,  that  gave  rise  to  tho  following  rcHcctions, 
found  in  the  conclusion  of  the  Society's  iVimuiJ.  Rejiort  for 
the  year ;  — 
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"  The  Committee  wouIlI  dwell  with  feelings  of  mingletl 
gratitude  and  delight  on  the  fresh  [iroafp,  wliiph  the  year  lias 
supplied,  nf  the  preciousneas  and  power  of  tho  Bihle^ — its 
living,  its  life-giving  power,  when  accompanied  with  the 
blessing  of  God  the  Holy  Spirit.  These  proofs  have  not  been 
reatrietcd  to  any  particular  eountvy,  nor  have  they  been  cuu- 
nected  with  any  particular  translation, — versions  iii  every 
tongue,  the  barbai'oua  aa  wcU  as  the  polite, — versions  of  re- 
cent date,  as  well  as  those  venerable  for  age,-^versions  with 
many  imperfections  upon  them,  as  well  as  those  more  exact, — 
fragments  of  versions  in  some  cases,  where  the  truth  has  been 
but  honestly  conveyed, — have  not  been  disdained  by  the  Holy 
Spirit  of  God,  as  the  channels  and  instruments  of  His  mighty 
working.  We  have  seen  the  Tartar  and  the  Hottentot;  the 
Esquimaux  and  the  South  Sea  Islander  ;  the  Hindoo,  the 
Mussulman,  and  the  Greek,  doing  homage  at  the  shrme  of 
inspired  truth,  having  heard,  each  in  his  own  tongue,  the 
wonderful  works  of  God.  We  may  also  point  to  the  sturdy 
beggar,  the  fierce  Comiuuiiist,  and  the  ruthless  Ribhoiunan, 
and  others  of  desperate  character,  who,  arrested  by  the  power 
of  the  word  of  truth,  have  been  bi'ought  to  the  feet  of  tho 
Saviour'  of  sinners :  they  have  been  touched^ — they  have  been 
healed^and  they  have  returned  to  give  glory  of  God- 

"  Is  it  not  refreshing,  in  an  age  like  the  present,  when  tba 
Bible  is  assaulted  and  maligned,  when  its  authority  is  im- 
pugned, and  its  inspiration  denied, — is  it  not  refreshing,  at 
such  a  time,  to  behold  this  despised  Book,  going  forth  into 
every  land,  'with  signs  and  wonders  followuig?'  May  we 
not  reverently  say,  it  is  God  Himself  testifying  to  the  word  of 
His  grace  —testifying  to  it  a3  the  strengtii  of  His  rod,  no  less 
than  the  faithful  witness  of  Hisf  love?  We  bow  to  the  over- 
whelming conviction, — 'The  Mit/hti/  God^  even  the  Lordj 
hath  spoken,  and  called  the  earth,  from  the  rising  of  the  sun, 
unto  the  going  down  thereof.'  " 

The  domestic  transactions  of  this  year,  1850,  were,  for  the 
most  part,  too  much  tlie  recurrence  of  ita  general  routine  of 
cjiiict  yet  active  proceeding,  to  ri'qulre  luiy  particular  notice- 
The  various  agencies  were  extensively  and  successfully  at 
work.     The  staff  waa  striiiigllicned  by  the  apjiouitment  of  Mr. 


BRITISH  AN1>  FOBEiaN  BIBLE  SOCIETr. 


235 


G.  T-  Edwards  in  the  place  of  the  Rev%  H.  A.  Browncj  anJ  a 
new  aiTan^^eiueiit  of  the  districts  throughout  the  khigdoni  was 
ajopted ;  in  eonsequcnce  of  which  it  was  not  deemed  necesaafy 
to  retain  any  longer  the  services  of  Mr.  T.  Sanger  as  a  general 
visitor.  The  coimection  of  tliis  gcntlernaii  with  tlie  Society, 
after  a  period  of  sixteen  years,  as  agent  or  visitor,  being  closed, 
the  Committee  put  ujion  record  a  resolution  expressive  of  their 
eense  of  tlie  zeal,  integrity,  and  earnest  desire  to  promote  the 
best  interests  of  the  Society,  which  had  ever  marked  his  ser- 
vices. 

A  circumstance  very  painful  to  the  Coumiittee  occurred 
this  yeai',  which,  though  it  took  place  abroad,  is  here  alluded 
to,  from  its  standing  connected  with  a  subject  which,  in  former 
years,  had  produced  so  much  uneasiness  at  home.  A  Protea- 
tiint  pastor  in  Hungary,  whoso  name  will  oiYen  have  to  be 
mentioned  when  tlie  Society's  work  in  that  country  is  referred 
to,  had,  it  would  seem,  given  some  countenance  to  the  append- 
ing of  tlie  Apocrypha  to  some  Bibles  issued  by  him  for  the 
use  of  his  congregation*  Tliis  being  discovered,  and  reported 
to  the  Committee,  he  was  immetUately  remonstrated  with, 
which  was  all  that  could  then  be  done,  aa  he  was  by  tins  time 
an  exile,  driven  from  his  conntry  by  the  political  troubles 
which  then  swept  over  it  Tins  worthy  pastor  became  sen- 
sible of  the  error  ho  had  somewhat  inadvertently  committed, 
and  offered  every  reparation  in  his  power.  He  had  now 
ceased  to  act  as  im  agent,  and  could  not,  tberelbre,  further  be 
dealt  with.  But  the  Coimnittee  took  the  opportunity  of  adopt- 
ing a  further  stringent  resolution  in  regard  to  the  Apocryjiha, 
which  was  directed  to  be  transmitted  to  all  their  Agents  and 
Agencies,  calling  theii*  special  attention  to  it.  It  was  accom- 
pfuiied  with  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  adopted  at  the  General 
Meetnigs  in  1826  and  1827,  and  which  are  regarded  and 
printed  aa  part  of  the  fundamental  rules  of  the  Society.  The 
resolution  was  as  follows : — 

"That  the  Couimittee  reiterate  to  all  their  Agents,  and 
would  impress  it  on  all  others  who  may  at  any  time  be  en- 
trusted with  the  responsibility  of  prepai-Ing  and  issuhig  books 
on  behalf  of  the  Society,  that  they  require  and  cxjwct  tlie 
most  rigid  adhE3r{;ncc  to  the  Society's  regulations,  in  regard 
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to  the  totjil  exclusion  of  the  Ajiocrypha  and  otln?r  matter 
from  ajl  editions  prepared  by  thotii,  or  issued  on  their  ac- 
count." 

A  copy  of  the  above  now  forms  part  of  the  standing  iii- 
stn:ctiou3,  given  to  all  parties  deputed  to  act  for  the  Society, 
in  foreign  countries. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  1850,  and  in  tJie  commence- 
ment of  the  following  year,  tliere  occurred  in  rapid  and  nioura- 
ful  succession  some  of  the  heaviest  Iussl's,  in  its  official  de- 
partmciitj  which  the  Society  had  at  any  time  experienced. 

Mr.  Cockle,  the  faithful  Depositary  of  the  Society,  ditMl 
in  October ;  before  tlie  close  of  December,  its  invaluable  Cleri- 
cal Secretary  was  numbered  with  the  dead ;  witJiin  a  few 
short  week&  the  remains  of  the  noble  and  venerable  President 
were  laid  beside  those  of  Mr.  Brandram,  in  the  peaceful 
churchyard  at  Beckenliam.  *  These  a,ll  died  in  faith/  and  in 
the  full  and  joyful  liope  of  the  resurrection  to  eternal  life* 

On  each  of  the  above  occasions  the  Committee  gave  ex- 
pression to  their  feelings  in  a  short  MemoriaL  These  Me- 
morials may  be  confidently  appeiiled  to,  as  furnishing  a  correct 
estimate  of  the  character  and  services  of  the  respective  jiorties, 
given  by  those  who  were  Ijest  capable  to  judge  of  thi^ra. 

The  first  relates  to  the  death  of  the  Depositary,  Mr.  U. 
Cockle : — 

"  In  putting  upon  record  the  lamented  decease  of  Mr, 
Richard  Cockle,  the  Depositary  of  this  Society,  who  died  Oc- 
tober 2-iEh,  1850*  the  Committee  wish  to  express  the  deejj 
sense  they  entertain  of  liis  valuable,  imj^ortant,  and  long- 
continued  services. 

"Before  t!ie  business  of  the  Book  Department  of  Ihe  So- 
ciety was  conducted  on  the  present  premises,  when  it  was 
under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Seeley,  of  ficet  Street,  Mr.  Cockle 
for  several  years  took  an  active  part  in  attending  to  its  con- 
cerns 't  and  when  the  whole  was  transferred  to  the  Society's 
lioose  in  Earl  Street,  he  was  appointed  to  the  responsible 
office  of  Depositary.  From  that  lime  till  his  death,  a  period 
of  thirty-four  years,  Mr.  Cockle  discharged  the  duties  de- 
volving u^Ton  him  with  great  fidelity  and  efliciency,  and  with 
a  zeal  which  strongly  maikc^l  his  cordis]  attiu'hmeiit  to  the 
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objects   uf  the  Society,  and  his  sincere  regard  fof  its  wel- 
fare. 

*'  His  intimate  and  practical  acquftintance  with  the  several 
branches  of  trade  connected  with  his  dt' part  men  t,  gave  him 
aitlgulaj*  advantarrcs  in.  thi^  uiauagL'mi^nt  of  it^  and  to  himt 
perliaps,  more  than  to  any  other  person,  the  Society  und  tiie 
public  are  iiidebted  for  the  very  great  improvement  whicli  has 
taken  place  in  the  appearance  and  quality,  as  well  as  in  the 
reduftion  of  the  prices,  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  as  compared 
with  those  first  issued  by  the  Society. 

"  The  Committee  sincerely  rejoice  in  being  assured  that, 
during  the  severe  sind  protracted  illness  of  their  much- 
lamented  friend,  especially  towards  its  close,  his  mind  was 
preserved  in  much  trant[nillity,  soothed  by  tlio  consolations 
and  hopes  set  forth  in  that  holy  Book,  winch  lie  Imd  laboured 
BO  diligently  to  circulate :  and,  while  deploring  the  loss  of 
services  so  eminently  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  Society, 
they  desire  to  foci  the  full  weight  of  the  last  words  uttered 
by  their  dyiiag  fellow-labourer,  ^  Tlie  Lord  will  carry  on  His 
own  work.'  " 

The  death  of  Mr.  Brandram,  the  Clerical  Secretary  of  the 
Society,  wag  an  event  of  far  greater  importance.  From  the 
period  of  his  appointment,  twenty-seven  years  before,  he  uiay 
be  truly  said  to  have  made  the  Society  the  one  great  object  of 
his  life.  Not  that  he  was  unmindful  of  muiiaterial  or  pastoral 
clairaa,  or  indifferent  to  tlie  prosperity  of  other  religious  insti- 
tutions. They  shared  largely  in  hia  sympathy,  and  oftentimes 
in  his  counsels,  as  well  as  In  his  Hberal  and  catholic  support; 
and  it  was  surprising  to  those  who  knew  the  amount  of  his 
official  engagements,  to  what  an  extent  his  personal  efforts 
were  often  made  in  the  cause  of  the  "poor  and  needy,"  the 
"widow  and  tlie  fatherless."  But  from  the  moment  he 
accepted,  after  much  hcailation,  the  responsibilities  of  the  office 
of  Secretary  to  the  Society,  be  devoted  to  it  the  largest  portion 
of  his  time  and  his  best  energies.  Nor  did  he  relax  from  his 
multiplied  labours  till  the  pressure  of  disease,  soon  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  stroke  of  death,  laid  himprosti'ate.  Nu  memorial 
could  do  full  justice  to  the  extent  and  value  of  the  oblig;itiona 
under  which,  for  so  many  years,  his  services  laid  the  Society. 
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The   following   h   tliat  wliich  the  Society  placed   upon    re- 
cord : — 

"The  Committee  have  received,  with  deep  and  mournful 
feelings,  intelligence  of  tlie  death  of  their  invaluable  Secretary, 
the  Rev.  Andrew  Brandrnm,  wliich  took  plaw  at  Brighton, 
on  Thursday,  December  2fith,  1&50. 

"Whiiothey  bow  in  silent  aubmiseion  to  the  will  of  the 
Most  Highj  they  desire  to  record  their  profound  sense  of  the 
los3  which  the  Society  hus  experienced  by  this  painful  L'vent. 

*' Twenty-seven  years  ago,  on  the  decease  of  the  late  Rev, 
John  Owen,  the  first  Cierical  Secretary  of  the  Society,  Mr. 
Brandraiii;,  after  some  hesitatioHj  accepted  an  rtppainfment  to 
the  vacant  office.  Though  not  distinguished  by  the  same 
power  uf  eloquence  as  his  highly-gifted  predecessor  had  I>eeii, 
he  brought  into  the  service  of  the  Society  a  mind  equally 
Tigorous  and  well  cultivated,  an  aptitude  for  business  not  less 
remarkable,  and  an  attachment  to  the  principles  of  the  Society 
quite  as  sincere;  while  the  high  reputation  which,  as  a  double 
first-class  man,  he  had  obtained  at  the  University;  his  manly, 
straightforward,  jiud  uncompromising  spirit;  blended  with 
genuuie  and  unostentatious  piety,  soon  gained  him  a  standing 
in  public  estimation  and  confidence,  wliich  he  never  lost. 

"Having  once  made  up  his  mind  to  undertake  the  ofiiee,  he 
gave  himself  to  its  duties  with  the  most  unreserved  dovoted- 
nes3 ;  tlirowing  his  whole  soul  into  the  work- — *which  he  cvpr 
believed  to  be,*  as  he  assured  the  Committee  in  a  letter  dic- 
tated from  his  dj'ing  bed,  *a  work  of  God  in  our  day,' 

"His  attachment  to  the  constitution  of.the  Society  was  not 
less  marked  than  Ids  unremitting  etlbrts  to  promote  its  great 
and  important  object.  So  fully  was  he  imbued  with  the  con- 
viction that  its  prosperity  depends,  under  Godj  upon  strict 
adherence  to  its  original  principles,  that  nothing  could  induce 
him  to  swerve  from  those  principles,  even  in  the  slightest 
degree;  and  against  any  and  every  attempt  on  the  part  of 
others  to  touch  or  alter  them  he  at  all  times  stood  firm ; 
personal  considerations  weighing  little  with  him,  when  he  con- 
sidered the  integrity  and  well-being  of  the  Society  to  be  at 
ataJce. 

"It  may  l>e  truly  said  of  him  that  ht!  was  *  in  labours  most 
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abundant :'  year  after  year,  an  increase  of  those  latiours  was 
rendered  necessary  by  the  constAiitly  enlarging  operations  of 
tlie  Society.  From  bis  first  entrance  into  office,  he  charged 
tjiinself  with  a  large  part  of  the  extensive  correspondence  of 
tho  Society,  hoth  Domestic  and  Foreign ;  and,  in  many  other 
ways,  watched  over  its  multifarious  concerns  j  besides  which, 
he  devoted  no  inconsidenible  portion  of  his  time  to  travelling 
throughout  the  kingdom,  for  the  pui"jiose  af  attending  the 
Anniveraary  Meetings  of  the  Auxiliaries  and  Associations. 
Thesc^  in  comiectiun  with  his  other  duties,  domestic  and 
pastoral,  persevered  in  from  3'ear  to  year,  exacted  from  him 
an  amount  of  effort  which  few  could  have  sustained  so  long, 
and  under  which  even  his  robust  and  vigorous  frame  at  Icnglli 
gave  %vay.  Ttm  result  was,  that,  when  it  pleased  God  that 
the  hand  of  disease  should  he  laid  upon  him,  all  the  springs 
of  life  seemed  to  have  been  broken  at  once:  he  ijnickly  sank 
into  a  state  of  entire  prostration,  and  from  the  couch  of  utter 
feebleness  rose  only  *  to  depart  and  be  with  Christ'  for 
ever. 

"During  his  illness  his  mind  was  calm ;  he  meekly  yielded  to 
the  will  of  ills  Heavenly  Father,  often  whispering,  in  the  silent 
hours  of  the  night,  *  Thy  will  be  done/  On  the  morning  of 
his  departure  he  was  heard  feebly  to  exclaim,  *My  Saviour, 
my  Saviour,'  and,  soon  after,  he  entered  into  rest 

'*  Of  their  beloved  friend  the  Committee  will  only  further 
say,  that  he  combined  qualities  but  rarely  fonnd  in  the  same 
individual;  strength  of  hody  and  of  mind ;  talent  and  learning; 
solidity  of  judgment;  singleness  ofpuqioso;  iiitegrity  of  con- 
duct; together  with  aJt  independence  of  spirit  always  kept 
under  the  control  of  Cliristian  principle.  To  these  endow- 
ments were  added  a  tone  of  feeling  at  qncc  generous  and 
tender,  and  a  heart "  imder  the  hiibitual  influence  of  that 
'charity,  which  is  the  bond  of  perfectness,' 

"Though  firmly  attached  to  the  Church  of  England,  hotli 
in  its  doctrine  and  government,  yet  En  a  truly  catholic  spirit 
he  could  cordially  co-operate  with  Ins  fellow-Chriatians  con- 
nected with  other  departments  of  the  Universal  Church,  Not 
having  respect  to  his  own  ease,  nor  shunning  reproach  for 
Christ's  sake,  he  labourcdj   and   toiled^   and   watched,   and 
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prayed ;  in  all  tilings  commeinlimg;  liimself  to  the  approval,  not 
of  men,  Imt  of  God. 

*'Wlulo  the  Committee  express  their  sincerest  rcgreU  on 
thp  loss  of  so  endeared  an  associate— regrets  that  will  he  fully 
shared,  not  only  by  his  family,  but  hy  the  whole  "body  of  liis 
parishioners,  and  even  by  the  Clmrch  of  Christ  ut  larjre — 
they  are  constrnliied  to  acknowletlgc  the  goodness  of  God  in 
having  permitted  them  so  long  to  enjoy  his  faithful  services ; 
and  they  wouldj  sit  the  same  time,  offer  up  an  earnest  prayer, 
that  He  who  is  Head  overall  things  to  His  Church  may  deign 
(now  as  formerly)  to  raise  up  and  point  out  tu  them  a  suitable 
instrument  for  carrying  fonvard  a  work,  so  deeply  coimected 
with  the  glory  of  God,  and  with  the  highest  good  of  mankind." 

The  death  of  the  noble  and  venerable  President  led  to  the 
adoption  of  the  following  memoriah  l't>r  which  the  Society  was 
indebted  to  the  pen  of  another  warm  and  long  attaehed  friend , 
and  Vice-President)  since  deceased.  Sir  R.  11.  Inglis,  Bart 

"The  Commicteu  haveta  announce  to  the  Society  the  death 
of  Nicholas  Lord  Bexley,  their  President. 

"In  recording  this  event  on  their  Minutes,  the  Comraittee 
cannot  refrain  from  adding  the  expre3sti)]i  of  tlieir  own  deep 
and  personal  sense  of  the  loss  which  they  have  thus  sustained* 
Before  the  decease  of  Lord  Tcignmouth,  the  first  President  of 
uf  the  Society,  Lord  Bexley  was  frequcTitly  called  to  occupy 
the  place  of  his  ii^enerable  friend  ;  and  wheu  he  afterwards^  at 
the  imaninioua  request  of  the  Comraittee,  succeeded  Iiim  in 
office,  hi?  attention  to  the  business  of  the  Society  became  still 
more  marked  and  constant.  Seldom  was  a  meeting  held^  either 
of  the  General  Committee  or  of  the  more  important  Sub- 
committees, at  whicli  His  Lordship  was  not  present,  watcOu'ng 
over  its  delilK^rations,  and  with  dignified  and  Christian  cour- 
tesy assisting  in  its  proceedings.  In  the  last  two  or  three 
years,  indeed,  the  Committee  were  no  longer  cheered  by  bin 
frequent  presence  among  them,  hut  from  time  to  time  they 
sought,  and  never  sought  in  vain,  tiie  counsels  which  liis  long 
experience  rendered  him  most  competent  to  atFord. 

"It  is  difficult  to  think  of  Lord  Bexley  in  his  later  vears 
without  thinking  nho  of  his  friend  and  associate  the  late  Kev. 
A.  Brandram,  thrcmgli  whom  his  counsels  were  in  every  diffl^ 
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culty  convoyed  fiafely  and  wijiely  to  this  Committee;  and 
while  tliey  will  not  here,  hy  ruiy  f'urtlter  allusion,  encroach 
on  a  topic  to  which  another  page  of  their  Minutes  has  been 
already  devoted,  they  still  find  it  impossible  to  scpnrate,  in  the 
closing;  years  of  both,  the  names  of  Bexley  and  of  Brandram* 

"In  Lord  Besley'a  earlier  years  hia  services  to  the  cause  of 
the  British  and  Foreipi  Bible  Society  were  pre-eminent.  In 
the  controversies  which  tlireatcned  tlie  Society  in  the  first 
years  of  its  existence,  Lord  Bexley  was  among  the  most  ua- 
licsitating,  yet  nmoiig  the  most  prudent  of  those  who  defencle<l 
its  cause*  He  was  the  profound,  far-seeing  advocate  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Eihlo  Society,  when  it  waa  exposed  to  sus- 
picion and  to  oMoquy  among  the  wise,  and  the  learned,  and 
the  disputers  of  this  world.  The  cause  was  not  then  popular : 
it3  supporters  too  frequently  incurred,  not  merely  derision,  but 
the  forfeiture  of  that  confidence  among  their  early  frieiidg, 
which  would  have  been  secured  to  them  if  they  had  taken  a 
different  line*  Mr,  Vanaittart  counted  the  cost;  and  wLilingly 
and  cheerfully  gave  liis  support  to  the  Society,  unmindful  of 
the  personnl  aacrifioos  which  such  support  might  involve.  Ho 
was  the  earliest,  or,  at  any  rate,  one  of  the  two  earlier  Cabinet 
Ministers  who  enrolled  thelf  names  in  Its  ranks.  In  the  midst 
of  the  greatest  war  in  which  England  was  ever  engaged,  and 
under  the  pressure  of  the  financial  difficulties  which  that  war 
occasioned.  Lord  Bexley,  then  Mr,  Vanaittart,  and  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  found  time  to  defend  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society  as  the  work  of  peace,  and  one  of  the  most 
powerful  means  of  evangelising  the  whole  world.  The  secret 
of  his  public  zeal  for  the  dtflusion  of  the  Bible  was  his  own 
deep,  personal,  and  experimental  sense  of  its  value.  He  knew 
the  importance  of  the  Bible  to  others,  becaiise  he  knew  its 
unutterable  value  to  hia  own  son!.  The  candour  of  his  mind 
towards  all  men,  the  humility  of  his  soul  towards  God,  his 
faith,  his  hope,  his  love,  were  all  connected  witJi  tlie  Bible, 
and  all,  by  the  gi-acc  of  God,  sprung  from  it.  The  last  sur- 
vivor of  the  ministers  of  the  venerable  monarch,  whose  wish  it 
was  that  every  man  in  his  dominions  might  possess  the  Bible, 
Lord  Bexley,  who  had  not  been  elevated  to  the  Presidency  till 
he  had  nearly  attiined  the  appointed  Jige  of  man,  was  yet 
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Spared  for  seventeen  years  to  adorn  that  exalted  station.  That 
personal  piety  which  forms  the  first  and  pre-eminent  quali- 
fication of  any  one  called  to  such  an  ofticc  was,  to  the  end  of 
hi3  days,  marked  in  liis  conTecaation  and  in  hia  lif^j  in  his 
quiet  unobtrusive  charity,  not  of  gifta  onlvs  but  of  words  and 
of  silence ;  and  he  enjoyedj,  to  the  age  of  eighty-fonr  years, 
the  distinction  once  attributed  to  hia  still  lamented  predecessor. 
Lord  Teignmonth,  by  one  acarcely  less  dJstingiushed  in  Chris- 
tian devotedness  to  the  cause  of  the  British  and  Foreigu  Bible 
Society^ — the  late  Earl  of  Harrow  by — who,  at  one  of:ta  me- 
morable Anniversaries,  said  that  Lord  Tfi^mouth  was  then> 
what  Lord  Eexley  aften\'ard3  became,  '  The  centre  of  the 
widest  circle  which  this  world  ever  knew.'  " 

The  last  official  act  of  the  venerable  and  noble  President, 
which  he  accompanied  with  the  munificent  donation  of 
£1000,  was  to  sign  his  name  to  an  Appeal,  which,  it  wai 
thought  proper  to  issue,  partly  in  consequence  of  certain 
aggressive  proceedings  in  this  countrv,  which  had  then  recently 
taten  place,  on  the  part  of  tlie  Roman  Catholic  Priesthood, 
partly  in  consequence  of  the  growing  esjjenditure  which  the 
Society  had  for  some  previous  years  incurred,  and  with  which 
its  ordinary  revenue,  large  as  it  was,  bad  scarcely  kept  pace. 

To  the  Api'ieal  was  immediately  afterwards  added  a  Cir- 
cular, addressed  more  particularly  to  tlie  Officers  and  Com- 
mittees of  the  Auxiliaries,  Baches,  Mid  Associations  connected 
with  the  Society,  and  containing  a  variety  of  practical  sugges- 
tions for  the  more  eflcctive  carrying  out  of  tlie  system  of  the 
domestic  operations  of  the  Society. 
APPEAL. 

"The  Committee  of  Ihe  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society 
would  be  unmindful  of  the  trust  reposed  in  themi  and  of  the 
events  now  passing  around,  if  tliey  did  not  seize  the  present 
moment  to  urge  renewed  and  strenuons  endeavours  to  extend 
the  circulation  of  the  lioly  Scriptures  throughout  this  country 
and  the  world, 

**They  reflect,  with  devout  gratitude  to  God,  ihnt,  during 
the  last  torty-sis  years,  more  than  fifteen  millions  of  Bibles 
and  Testaments  have  been  put  forth  by  this  Society  in  the 
Inngiiagcs  of  the  United  Kingdom  alone,  besides  millions  dis- 
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tributud  abroad  witjiin  the  saina  period:  yet  the  fuot  meets  us 
at  every  turn— rt'ccnt  investigations  painfully  corfirni  it — 
that  vaat  numbers,  even  of  our  own  countrymen,  are  atill  des- 
titute of  the  Sacred  Volume,  and  cannot  th^erofore  enjoy  the  in- 
estimable privilegeof 'searcliingthe  St-'riptures  for  themselves.' 

"Under  these  circrnnstanccsj  It  is  clearly  the  duty  of  all 
who  \enerate  and  love  the  Bible,  and  pre-eminently  so  of 
tliuse  who  are  united  for  the  express  purpose  of  rendering  it 
more  accessible  to  all,  to  rouse  themselves  to  fresh  and  vigorous 
exertions,  especially  when,  as  noWj  extraordinary  attempts  are 
malting  to  propagate  among  ns  a  system  known  to  be  hostile 
to  the  imrestricted  use  of  the  Inspired  Records. 

"The  Committee,  thereforej  earnestly  invite  the  Officers, 
Committees,  and  Collectors  of  AuxiliarieB,  Branches,  and 
Associations,  throughout  the  kingdom,  to  adopt  immediate 
measures  for  ascertaining  the  state  of  our  domestic  population, 
and  for  supplying  its  wants.  They  eshort  them  to  strengthen 
their  Committees,  to  re-canvass  their  districts,  and  by  every 
means  which  Christian  zeal  and  prudence  may  surest,  to 
extend  their  labours,  until  no  family  is  left,  and,  if  it  might  be 
so,  no  individual,  without  a  copy  of  the  Holy  Scriptures. 
They  confidingly  believe  that,  if  these  exertions  be  used  in 
dependence  on  tlie  help  of  the  Most  High,  His  blessing  will 
not  he  withheld  from  their  work  of  faith  and  labour  of  love. 

"But  the  Committee  go  further  than  this:  they  plead  not 
alone  for  the  multitudes  at  home  who  are  unsnpplied  with  the 
Inspired  Volume,  and  ignorant  of  its  contents ;  they  plead  also 
for  myriads  in  foreign  lands,  whoae  necessities  are  even  more 
urgent.  Let  it  not  l>e  forgotten  that  countries,  both  within 
and  fai'  beyond  the  limits  of  Christendom,  are  looking  to 
British  Christians,  and,  in  a  great  measure,  depending  on 
British  sj-mpathy,  to  furnish  them  with  the  rich  treasure  of 
God's  written  word.  Let  it  be  known  that  the  available 
resources  of  the  Society  ai"e  not  adequate  to  meet  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  times,  and  that  its  income  does  not  keep  pace  with 
its  increasing  expenditure.  Let  it  be  remembered  how  deeply 
Britain  is  indebted,  under  God,  to  the  Bible,  for  its  many 
social,  polilicab  and  religious  advantages.  Let  these  things 
be  borne  in  mind,  as  fumishingat  this  moment  a  call  In  Provt- 
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dt?nce  distinct  luid  imperative;  a  call  to  individua]  and  com- 
binGd  exertion,  not  iinaecoiiipnnied  with  prayer :  and  let  our 
e&bi-ts  never  cease  until  the  Bible  is  Gverywliere  exalt'ed  to  its 
ti'ue  poaition,  and  the  teachings  offuUihle  men  iiniversatly  give 
place  to  the  'trac  sayings  of  God/  " 

As  the  result  of  the  ahove  Appealj  mimerons  and  vety 
liberal  contributioDS  came  in  from  various  quarters,  by  which 
the  funds  of  the  Society  werp  considerably  ri^plenishod. 

Thua  ended  a  year  of  deep  and  naournfal  interest ;  not, 
indeed,  without  bright  beams  of  encouragementas  regarded  the 
general  work  of  tlie  Society ;  but  the  losses  which  had  been 
experienced  in  its  official  depiurtmeut  were  the  source  of 
deepest  grief.  Tho  Committee,  however,  calling  to  mind  the 
goodness  and  mercy  which  had  hitherto  followed  the  Sociotv, 
while  bowing  with  submission  to  the  Hand  which  had  removed 
endeared  and  valued  colleagues,  thus  sought,  in  the  words  of 
their  Keport,  to  cherish  in  themselves  and  their  friends  "  hoi)e 
amidst  the  billows.'" 

"Shall  we  then  be  dismayed,  or  discouraged?  By  no 
means::  for  '  we  will  remember  the  years  of  the  right  hand  of 
the  Most  High,  surely  we  will  remember  His  woudera  of  old;* 
how  the  Blblt:  Wiia  prcacrved  and  transmitted,  when  for  ages 
the  utmost  efforts  were  made  to  blot  it  out  froEi  under 
heaven  ^  how  it  was  afterwards  disenchalned  and  brought 
forth  from  its  prison-house,  once  more  to  lift  up  ita  voice 
amidst  the  nations  of  Christendom :  we  wiU  remember,  too, 
how  in  later  times  the  Bible  hua  been  translated  and  dis- 
tributed—not  least  so,  by  God^a  bk-ssing  on  the  labours  of  our 
Society ;  how  it  now  sheds  its  hallowed  light  on  districts  and 
couutrica  over  which  the  thitkeat  darkness  brooded  half  a 
century  ago ;  we  will  call  to  mind  how,  nt  the  present 
moment,  countless  hands  grasp  the  Bible  as  the  richest  trea- 
sure, and  are  ready  to  defend  it ;  countless  hearts  bow  re- 
verently to  its  dictates  ;  countless  prayers  ascend  to  God  that 
its  blessings  may  be  widely  dlBused  and  enjoyed*  The 
events  of  the  year  in  our  own  country  have  seemed  to  awaken 
new  zeal,  and  to  enkindle  frc&h  uiterest  in  behalf  of  the  Bible. 
The  late  appeal  of  the  Committeu  has  not  been  unheeded; 
libarality  presses  forward  with  its  gift»^  mid  Christian  de- 
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votedneas  gii-ds  itself  for  action.  Having  befure  us  such  rc- 
iiiembmncea  and  tokens  as  these,  we  caiiDot  cast  away  our 
confidence — we  canaot  yield  to  fear :  we  }oyfu]\y  iiiduJge  the 
aasurancu  that  our  work  shall  be  luaintaiiiod  aiid  advanced." 

It  onlj  remains  heri_-  to  add,  th^it,  much  to  tlio  siuisllictioii 
of  the  friends  of  the  Society  in  general,  the  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Ashlyy,  M.P.  (now  Earl  of  Shaftesbury),  accepted  the  office  of 
President  of  tht^  Society;  the  Rev.  George  John  Colluiaon, 
B.A.,  Vicar  of  Swaiibome,  liucks,  was  chosea  to  become  the 
Clerical  Secrt-tfiry  of  the  Society  in  the  I'oom  of  Ktv*  A. 
Brandram ;  and  Mr.  Jamea  Franklin  was  appointed  to  succeed 
Mr.  Cockle  in  the  office  of  Depositary,  with  the  duties  of 
which  he  was  well  acquainted,  having  been  for  nine  years  em- 
ployed in  this  department 

The  yeiir  1851  will  long  be  remembered  in  this  country,  aa 
that  of  the  GuiiAT  Industrial  ExniBiTiON^  in  which  were 
brought  together  the  best  specimens  of  art,  and  the  rarest 
products  of  nature,  from  all  paita  of  the  world,  and  when  a 
concourse  of  visitors  took  place  from  almost  every  nation 
under  heaven.  To  every  lover  of  the  Bible  it  will  be  gratify- 
ing to  reflect  tliatji  in  that  magnificent,  uiu-ivalled,  and  costly 
collection,  a  niche  was  found  for  the  Volume  of  Inspiration, 
not  in  a  solitary  form,  but  presented  in  170  versions,  contain- 
ing (or  representing)  130  languages;  so  that,  of  the  multi- 
tudes, gathered  from  the  four  quarters  of  tlie  eartJi,  that  trod 
the  floor  of  that  &pacioua  and  beautiful  edifice,  it  ia  probable 
there  was  scarcely  one  who  might  not  have  read  or  aeen,  "in 
his  own  tongue,"  a  portion,  at  least,  of  the  divine ly-mspired 
record.  Was  not  this  a  fact  to  be  hailed  with  gratitude  ?  It 
was  in  itself  no  trivial  recompense  for  the  toll  and  labour  of 
many  &  jear. 

It  may  here  be  remarked,  that  the  170  versions  which  met  the 
eye  of  the  numerous  visitors  in  the  Crystal  Palace,  were  selected 
from  a  still  larger  number,  in  the  publication  of  which  the 
Society  had  more  or  less  assisted.  They  were,  it  may  be 
truly  said,  specimens  of  Christian  industry,  and  learning, 
and  genius,  the  amount  and  vslne  of  which  is  not  to  be 
estimated  ;  though  placed  there  on  that  occasion,  rather  as 
an  act  of  homage  to    that   Book    of   books^  to  wMch  our 
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HOME,  country  owes  so  much ;  in  whict  are  contained  the  highest 
Ch  "xti  elements  of  peace,  and  order  and  goodwill ;  beneath  whose 
influence,  art  and  science,  taste  and  genius,  will  be  found  ad- 
ministering only  to  the  happiness  of  man,  and  whose  wondrous 
records  of  truth  and  grace  are  adapted  alike  to  all  nations.* 

Measures  were  taken,  during  the  time  that  the  Great  Exhi- 
bition was  open,  to  aiFord  opportunities  for  all  persons, 
foreigners  as  well  as  our  own  countrymen,  to  supply  them- 
selves with  copies  of  the  Scriptures.  For  this  purpose  depots 
were  opened  at  the  west  end  of  the  metropolis ;  supplies  were 
also  furnished  to  the  Foreign  Conference  Committee :  in 
addition  to  which,  there  were  distributed  457,500  papers,  such 
as  Specimens  of  Type,  Catalogues,  Brief  Views,  Summary 
Statements,  &c.,  all  relating  to  the  operations  of  the  Society, 
and  calculated  to  arrest  attention.  An  attendant  was  employed 
at  the  stall  where  the  versions  were  exhibited,  an  interesting 
extract  from  whose  Report  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix-f 
The  expenses  incurred  by  these  various  measures,  amount- 
ing to  upwards  of  £600,  were  met  by  special  donations  from 
the  friends  of  the  Society. 

*  The  glass  case,  containing  the  versions  as  they  were  exhibited,  has 
been  permanently  placed  in  the  room  in  which  the  meetings  of  the  Board 
are  held  in  the  Society's  House  in  Earl  Street. 

+  See  Appendix  I.,  Note  F. 
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CIIAITER  XVIL 

TEK  JVBILEE  OF  THE  BIBLE  BOCIETY. 

183-2—1854. 

Change  in  the  Sociefy'a  adminhtratlon— Resignationof  Ret.  O-  J. 
CoUinsun  —  Ajijntintment  of  Rev.  R.  Frost — Tke  ymr  of 
Jubilee — Meetingx   at.    the   London  Tavern  and  Ej^eter  HaU 

— Jubilee  Fund,  and  its  declination  —  Special  Fundjbr  China- — 
Commemuration  Sermon  at  St.  Pantu  btf  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterburj/Sermoj}.*  hy  other  Prelates  in  their  dioceses — 
jlppropriation  of  Fund  to  Scriptures,  for  Cnlpartage,  the  City 
Mission,  Hoxpiinh^  to  Ii'eland^  the  Contiirent,  and  India- — 
War  in  the  East — Supply  of  Scriptures  to  the  Army  and 
Navy— 'Resignation  if  Him,  Q.  Browne — Appointment  of  Rev. 
S.  B.  Bergne. 

Wk  now  enter  on  the  last  portion  of  the  Society's  domestic 
Listorj,  so  far  as  that  history  is  comprised  within  the  limits 
assigned  to  this  work.  The  period,  of  which  it  is  proposed 
now  to  give  Bome  account,  embraces  only  three  yearsj  hut  they 
are  years  suqias^cd  \>y  none  of  the  preceding  in  interest  and 
importance.  , 

The  last  chapter  left  the  Society  suffering  grievously  under 
several  severe  losses  in  its  oflScial  department.  It  is  no  new 
or  strange  thing  for  the  administration  of  human  institutions 
to  pass  from  hand  to  hand:  it  must  needs  be  &0|  where  the 
institutions  are  of  any  long  continuance,  because  it  is  with 
Imman  agents,  universally,  as  with  the  priests  ofoldj"ttey 
are  not  suftered  to  continue  by  reason  of  death."  And 
it  is  therefore  a  mark  of  the  Divine  protection  and  pre- 
sence, when  a  work,  which  is  carried  on  in  tin?  name  of  God, 
and  for  His  immediate  glory,  still  survives  and  prospers,  though 
the  instrumentality  by  which  it  is  conducted  fails  or  is  changed. 
Of  those  who  were  now  in  charge  of  the  Society's  affairs. 
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there  were  fciv  that  had  known  it  in  ita  infancy :  not  one  of  its* 
original  officers  remained,  and  tiie  Conimittee  had  been  changed 
again  and  again.  When,  tlierefore,  so  ms-ny  that  bad  been  as 
standard -bearers  had  quitted  the  scene ;  when  to  Owen,  and 
Hughes,  and  Steinkpoff,  (the  latter,  though  living,  having  long 
witJidrawn  from  office)  ware  to  be  added  Teignmouth,  and 
BesJey>  and  Craiidranij  aa  no  longer  loft  to  aid  by  their 
counsels  and  efforts  m  the  work  of  the  Society,  no  wonder  that 
some  anxiety  should  re&t  on  the  minds  of  the  survivors  in 
regard  to  the  future  prosecution  of  the  work.  But  He  wlio  is 
wonderful  m  counsel  and  excellent  in  working,  and  whose  pre- 
rogative it  is  to  work  by  "many  or  by  fcnv,"  deigned  so  to 
smile  on  the  instrumentnlity  He  condescended  to  continue  and 
emiiW,  as  to  render  the  years  that  follow  eminently  distin- 
guished for  the  extent  of  the  Society's  acceptance,  and  labours, 
and  success. 

TJie  circumstances  which  transpii'ed  during  the  period  now 
under  review,  chioHy  calling  for  comment,  are  those  connected 
with  the  Rpproach  and  celebration  of  the  Society's  year  of 
Jubilee,  for  such,  was  the  character  given  to  the  Society's 
fiftieth  year. 

The  year  1852,  however,  presented  some  points  of  in- 
terest which  must  not  be  passed  over  without  notice. 
The  Funds  in  the  preceding  year  showed  an  excess  of 
j£ll,0)K),  as  compared  with  the  one  immediately  before  it, 
and  this  year  made  a  further  advance  of  £.5000;  no  slight 
indications  that  the  Society  still  found  jjpvour  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Christian  public.  The  issues,  too,  reached  a  number 
unsurpassed,  except  upon  two  previous  occasions;  an  uumia- 
tiikcabte  proof  that  the  demand  fur  the  Sacred  Volume  was 
still  active  and  urgent. 

The  operations  of  the  Society,  both  abroad  and  at  home,  were 
carried  on  during  the  year  with  much  vigour.  In  consequence  of 
the  great  increase  of  business  in  the  Dome&tic  department,  a 
fresh  arrangonent  was  deemed  necessary.  Major  Fawkes  was 
appointed  as  MetrojxiHtim  Agent  of  the  Society ;  and  the  Rev,, 
J.  A.  Page,  Incund)cnt  of  Tintwistle,  Cheslnre,  waa  ai>iKiilrited' 
Agent  for  Yorkshire^  it  being  deemed  expedient  that  that  largo 
and  uitluential  county  should  bo  constituted  a  sepai'atu  churgc ; 
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a  nicasure  which  lias  been  fully  justified  by  the  greatly 
incroaaod  stimulus  which  has  been  given  to  the  Society*3  work 
throughout  tliat  populous  diatrict 

Towards  the  close  of  18.')2,  the  Rev.  George  J*  Coliinson 
resi<;tied  his  office  as  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Society, 
having  accepted  an  appointment  to  be  minister  of  St  James's 
Ctiapel,  Clapham,  the  important  duties  of  which  fully  de- 
manded bis  time.  Tlie  Rev.  Uobert  Frost,  MA.,  Incum- 
bent of  St.  Mathias,  Manchester^  was,  after  u  short  interval, 
invited  to  succeed  Mn  Coliinson  as  Clerical  Secretary,  which 
invitation  he  accepted,  but  he  did  not  enter  on  his  official 
duties  until  Midsummer  1853. 

The  Society's  year  of  Jubilee  commenced  on  the  4tli  of 
March,  1853.  The  subject,  however,  had,  for  some  time 
previously,  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Directors  of  the  So- 
ciety, and  various  preliminary  measures  had  been  adopted. 

The  following  account  Is,  for  the  most  [tart,  given  in  the 
very  language  of  the  various  official  documents  pubhshed  at 
the  time — the  Forty-ninth  and  Fiftieth  Repoi-ta,  the  Jubilee 
Report,  and  tlie  Jubilee  Memorial. 

On  the  approach  of  the  Society's  fiitieth  year  it  was  thought 
rjf^ht  to  consider  whether  so  interesting  an,  epoch  in  its  history 
should  not  be  accompanied  with  some  special  commemoration ; 
and  whether,  following  the  example  of  other  Religious  and 
Benevolent  Institutions,  it  should  not  be  celebrated  as  a  year 
of  Jubilee.  After  much  deliberation,  the  measure  was  re- 
solved upon,  and  the  following  Circular  was  drawn  up  and 
issued,  accompanied  with  the  annexed  resolutions  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  subject: — 

"  CiRCLLAR, 

"2*0  the  Auxiliaries  and  Frwid^  of  the  BritUh  and  Foreign 

Bible  Society  throughout  the  world. 
"  Dear  FKtEKXPS, 

"  A  jKiriod  now  approaches  in  the  history  of  the  Gritlsb 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  when  It  will  be  most  becoming  in 
all  its  supporters  and  friends  to  pause  and  rtvinw  the  past 
dealings  of  God  with  it,  and  to  take  counsel  togothcr,  and  to 
stir  up  one  another  to  a  more  full  accomplishment  of  the  mis- 
sion with  which  it  is  entrusted. 
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"  On  the  7th  of  March  1853  the  Society  enters  on  its 
fiftieth  year — its  year  of  Jubilee-  The  Committee  would  not 
fulfil  their  own  sense  of  duty,  nor  do  justice  to  what  they  are 
assured  is  the  feeling  of  the  Society's  innumerable  frienda,  if 
they  did  not  devise  some  means  by  which  an  event  so  full  of 
interest  may  be  extensively,  and  profitably,  and  devoutly 
celebrated. 

**  They  are  aware  that,  in  proposing  to  observe  a  year  of 
JubileGj  they  are  following  in  tlie  wake  of  a  number  of  im- 
portant and  valuable  Institutions,  which  have  already  passed 
this  period  of  their  hi&tory,  and  which  may,  therefore,  be  sup- 
posed to  have  anticipatetl  much  of  the  excitement  which  such 
seasons  are  adapted  to  inspire:  9titl,  the  prominent  place 
which  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  occupies  before 
our  country  and  the  world,  and  the  deep  hold  wiuch  it  has  on 
the  ai^ections  of  itscanstitucntaj,  and,  above  all,  its  sublime  and 
simple  object,  in  connection  with  the  best  welfare  of  men  and 
the  glory  of  God,  justify,  and  even  demand,  that  a  season  like 
the  approaching  one,  should  not  be  allowed  to  pass  vrithout 
some  special  commemnratioi]. 

"  The  resolutions  which  accompany  this  Address  embody 
the  sentiments  and  views  of  the  Committee  of  the  Parent  So- 
ciety on  the  subject  of  the  year  of  Jubilee.  They  contain, 
also,  a  variety  of  suggestions  and  recommendations  which  the 
Committee  beg  reapectfully  to  place  before  the  friends  of  the 
Society,  and  to  which  they  invite  their  candid  and  serious 
consideration-  The  Committee  are  far  from  supposing  that 
they  have  exhausted  the  plans  in  which  Christian  ingenuity, 
and  liberality,  and  piety  may  combine,  to  promote  the  object 
in  view :  they  rather  wish  to  be  considered  as  throwing  out  a 
general,  though  not  a  hastily-formed  scheme,  to  he  applied 
and  acted  upon  as  opportunities  and  other  circumstances  may 
dictate. 

"  The  Committee  cannot  help  reminding  their  friends  of 
the  singular  importance  now  attaching  to  the  Bible,  and,  in 
its  degree,  to  the  Bible  Society,  from  the  aspect  of  the  present 
times,  and  the  condition  of  the  world  at  large,  both  civilized 
and  unenlightened.  But  they  forbear  to  enlarge  on  this  or 
any  other  topic,  hoping,  as  they  do,  that  they  may  have  the 
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privilege  of  dispersing,  in  the  couree  of  the  ensuing  year,  uu-  HOME. 
meroiis  Appeola  and  Addresses  from  some  of  the  Society's  cb.XVII. 
best  friends.  They  wish,  however,  in  conclusion,  deeply  to 
impress  on  the  inintla  of  all  whom  this  Address  may  reach,  as 
well  .IS  on  their  own,  that  the  Divine  interposition  tmd 
blessing  iirc  required  to  give  efficiency  and  succesa  to  this 
movement:— t)iat  prayer  and  supplications,  with thonksn;ivingj 
should  especially  accompany  and  sanctify  the  domgs  and 
otFerings  of  the  Jubilee  year.*" 

Ttie  following  are  the  Resolutions  to  which  the  preceding 
Circular  refers: — 

I,  That  the  year  commencing  March  7,  1853,  being  tJie 
Socit'ty's  fiftieth  year,  be  observed  aa  a  Year  of  Jubilee,  with 
the  view  of  specially  commemorating  the  Divine  goodness  so 
nbundiuitly  vouchsafed  to  the  Society  in  its  origin,  early 
history,  and  subsequent  progress ;  of  bearing  a  renewed  public 
testimony  to  the  Divine  character  and  claims  of  the  Bible, 
and  to  the  right  of  every  individual  of  the  human  family  to 
possess  and  read  the  same ;  and  of  promoting,  by  new  and 
vigoi*ous  efforts,  tlie  widest  possible  circulatiim  of  the  Scrip- 
tui'es,  both  at  borne  and  abroad. 

II.  That  on  Monday,  March  7,  lSo3,  at  eleven  o'clock 
in  the  forenoouj  a  Special  Meeting  of  the  Committ^je  be  held 
at  the  London  Tavern,  Bishopsgate  Street  (in  the  room  where 
the  Society  waa  formed  in  1804); — the  Committee  to  be  open 
to  all  Prcsident&  and  Officers  of  Auxiliary  and  Branch  Socie- 
ties. That,  on  Tuesday,  March  8,  a  Special  Public  Meeting  be 
held  in  Eseter  Hall,  in  tlie  Strand,  at  twelve  o'clock  precisely ; 
when  a  statement  shall  be  pre*iented,  containing  a  brief  re- 
view of  the  history  and  operations  of  the  Society  ;  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  other  Public  Meetings  in  the  metropolis  in  tlie 
autumn  of  the  year,  should  it  be  found  desirable. 

IIL  That  all  clergj-men  and  ministers  throughout  the 
empire,  friendly  to  the  Society,  be  respectfully  requested 
to  present  its  objects  and  claims  to  their  congregations,  by 
preaching  Sermons,  and  making  Collections  in  its  behalf. 
Where  there  is  no  local  impediment,  it  is  submitted  that 
March  13tli,  being  the  first  Lord*s-day  in  the  Jubilee  Year, 
would  be  appropriate  for  the  purfjose. 
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IV.  That  it  he  recommended  to  all  tlio  Auxiliariea, 
Brandies,  and  Assoclataona  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the 
ColQiiit-»3,  to  celebrate  tlie  Jubilee,  by  setting  apart  a  day  most 
convenient  to  themsclvusj  for  a.  Special  Public  Meeting;  to  be 
preceded  (if  not  already  done)  by  Sermons  and  Collections  in 
the  various  places  of  worship.  The  Conimtttee  have  thoui^ht  it 
desirable  to  propose  to  the  Auitiliaries,  Branches,  and  Associa- 
tions, in  Great  Britain,  and  throughout  the  world,  tu  hold  their 
Jubilee  Meetings  on  a  fixed  day.  Wednesday,  the  I2tb  of  Octo- 
ber, is  named  as  a  suitable  day  for  thia  purpose  ;  and  it  is  now 
recommended  that  tlie  Meetings  be  held  on  that  day*  or,  where 
this  is  nut  practicable,  daring  the  w^eek  in  which  that  day  occiu-s, 

V.  That  *a  Spi3cial  Fund  be  opened,  to  consist  of  Do- 
nations, Congregational  Collections,  Sunday  School  Contribu- 
tions, Juvenile  and  other  Oti'erings,  and  to  be  called  "  The 
Jubilee  Fund"  of  tlie  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 

VI.  That  the  Jubilee  Fund  be  appropriated  to  the 
furtherauce  of  the  following  objects,  the  contributors  to  be  at 
liberty  to  specify  to  which  of  those  objects  their  offering  shall 
be  devoted : — the  adoption,  as  far  as  practicable,  of  an  ex- 
tensive and  efficient  system  of  Colportage,  throughout  Great 
Britain,  in  tlie  Year  of  Jubilee ;  the  supply  of  Emigrants ; 
together  witli  special  ^ants  of  Bibles  and  Teataments  to 
Prisons,  Schools,  Missions,  and  otlier  CharitJible  and  Bene- 
volent Institutions  in  this  counti-y ;  special  grants  to  Ireland, 
in  such  ways  as  may  hereafter  be  determined  upon ;  speciid 
efforts  in  India,  Australia,  and  other  British  Colonies,  by 
agencies,  grants,  or  otherwise  j  special  granta  to  China,  and 
such  other  parts  of  the  world  as  may  appear  open  to  special 
Operations ;  and  the  est^ibllsliment  of  a  Special  and  sejjorate 
Fund,  from  the  annual  produce  of  whicJi  pecuniary  aid  may  be 
granted,  at  the  diacrction  of  the  Committee,  to  persons  in  the 
employ  of  the  Society,  including  the  Coliwrteui-s  abroad;  and 
to  their  widows  and  children,  when  in  cLrcumatancca  to  req^uire 
fluc'h  aid. 

VII.  That  these  Resolwttons,  together  with  an  Addi-ess 
from  the  Committee,  be  sent  to  all  the  Auxiliariea  and  prin- 
cipal Subscribers  in  this  and  other  countries,  to  be  followed 
at  intervals,  throughout  the  Jubilee  Year,  by  such  olhei*  papers 
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and  circulars  as  may  lie  cilcukitoil  to  tlifFuse  correct  infor* 
matioti  reainectiug  the  Society,  awaken  an  Interest  in  the 
prosent  movement,  and  secure  the  permanent  coKoperation  of 
all  professiiif!;  Christians  in  the  accomplishment  of  tlie  Society's 
grcAt  and  glorious  designs.** 

Scai'cely  hud  thU  document  gone  forth,  when  coramnni- 
cations  poured  in  from  all  qnarters,  expressive  of  a  dctp  and 
wide-spread  sympathy  in  the  proiKiscd  commemoration,  and 
a  cheerful  willingness  to  take  part  in  it  The  Committee 
were  tltu*  encouraged  to  proceed  at  tmce  to  the  preparation  of 
other  papers  and  appeals,  adverted  to  in  tlie  ahove  Resolntiona. 
The  'Jubilee  Statement,' to  contain  a  brief  review  of  the 
history  and  operations  of  the  Society,  was  confided  to  the 
Uev.  G.  J.  Collirson.  Tlie  assistance  of  other  friends,  not 
officially  connected  with  the  Society,  was  solicited  and  kindly 
proHured ;  and  out  of  numerous  documents  thus  generously 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  tlie  Committee,  several  were  selected 
and  published,* 

It  was  soon  found  necessary  to  appoint  some  competent 
person,  to  whom  might  be  more  immediately  committed  the 
charge  of  this  novel  and  interesting  movement,  and  the  So- 
ciety's valued  agent  for  Wales,  the  Rev.  T.  Plullips,  at  the 

•  The  followiDg-  are  the  Papers  and  Pamphlets,  which  appeared  at  in- 
terrals  during^  the  Jubike  year : — 

1.  AddrewB  asd  lieaoluliona  of  Uie  Coffitnittee. 

2.  Factii  and  Olwcrvations  for  the  Year  pf  Jubilee. 

3.  AiJdress  to  ibe  Young-,  by  C.  S.  Dudley.  Esq. 

4.  Address  to  Mitiistera  and  Misaioniiries.lty  Rev.  W.  Jowett,  it -A. 

5.  HecoIIectione  and  ("ouneela  for  die  Ytar  yf  Jubikt,  by  Hev.  Dr. 

Stein  k  op  ff. 
0.  A  Plea  for  the  BeiieToknt  Fund  (by  J.  Eadley,  Esq.). 
7.  Bible  Colportagf!  on  the  Continent  (by  Mr.  W.TiddyK 
e.  The  Providence  of  God  traeed  in  the  Ori<jin  and  Proffresa  of  ihe 

Soiiietj-  (by  J.  Rudley,  Esq.). 
0,  An  Appeal  for  Enlarged  Support,  See.,  by  Rev.  E.T.M.Phil]]pi»,M.A, 

10.  What   ie   the   Bible?    and,  Wliat  bas   it  doneT  by    Rev.  J.  C. 

Ryh,  Il.A. 

11.  Second  Address  of  the  Committee, 
Single-leaf  Seiiea,  A.  Letter  of  the  Umbr>p  uf  Calcutta, 

Uitto  B.  Qutitions  and  Anawers,  k.c.  &c. 

Ditto  C.  Address  to  the  Worting  Ckfiaes. 

Juliilee  Record,  ^*os>  1  ti>  14  indofci^e. 
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Committee's  carneBt  request,  consented  to  come  up  to  town, 
and  undertake  the  office  of  Jubilee  Secretary. 

The  demand  for  the  brief  publications  nbove  referred  to 
was  most  extraordinary ;  and,  in  order  to  satisfy  it,  upwards 
of  half  a  million  copies^  induding  those  in  the  Welsh  lantjiuage, 
were  printed.  By  me!ia>;  of  the  Society's  agents,  the  OlEcers 
of  Auxiliaries,  the  numerous  Collectors  of  A3s.ociatioDs, 
Sunday  School  Teachers,  and  others,  these  Jubilee  messengers 
found  their  way  to  the  cottages  of  the  poor  and  to  the  man- 
Bions  of  the  rich.  They  were  welcomed  with  joy  by  mul- 
titudca  of  all  ages  and  conditions,  not  only  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  but  also  in  other  ^ud  distant  lands,  even  to  earth's 
remotest  bounds.  Several  of  the  Jubilee  Papers  were  re- 
printed in  India,  and  also  in  the  colonies  of  British  America 
and  Australia.  The  production  and  circulation  of  so  large  a 
number  of  the  above  and  other  papers  connected  with  tlic 
Jubilee  work,  thougli  attended  with  a  considerable  expense  at 
the  time,  will»  it  is  beheved,  prove  advantageous  to  the  In- 
terests of  the  Society  for  yeai's  to  come. 

The  first  Meeting  held  to  celebrate  the  Jubilee,  waa  on 
Monday,  March  7,  ISSSj  the  day  on  which  the  Society  en- 
tered its  fiftieth  year.  It  waa  convened  at  the  London 
Tavern,  in  the  room  in  which  the  Society  was  originally 
formed.  The  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  the 
President,  waa  in  the  chair,  succeeded  by  the  Right  Rev.  Dr, 
Carr,  late  Bishop  of  Bombay, 

In  addition  to  the  officers  of  the  Society,  and  members  of 
the  Committee,  there  were  present  on  the  occasion  neai-lv  all 
the  foreign  and  domestic  Agents,  the  Secretaries  of  the  various 
Missionary  Societies,  Officers  of  Ansiliary  Societies,  and  a 
large  number  of  influential  friends  of  the  Society  in  London, 
and  from  different  parts  of  the  country. 

The  proceedings  were  commenced  by  reading  the  97th 
Psalm,  and  after  the  Noble  Chairman  had  made  some  remarks 
on  the  extraordinary  circumstances  under  which  the  Committee 
and  friends  of  the  Society  had  assembled,  the  minutes  of  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Committee,  and  of  various  Sub-Committees, 
embracing  the  Editorial,  Agency,  Finaitce,  and  other  depart- 
ments^ were  read  and  confirmed. 
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The  JnlMlee  Secretary  then  read   interesting  letters  from     HOME. 
several  distinguished   frienda  of  the   Souietyj  and   from   the  q^^  xvil. 
officers  and   Committees  of  Foreign  Bihle  Societies,   and  of 
Other  Institutions;  wherenpon  it  was  resolved — 

"  TJiat  tliia  Cymmittpe  have  received,  with  much  pleasure,  and  Reso- 
tl)e  friendly  congratulations  from  the  American,  the  Central 
Prusai:in,  the  Nctherlamls,  the  Bilsle,  and  tlie  Berg  Bihle  So- 
cietie3 ;  from  the  Committees  of  the  Geneva  and  Belgian 
Evangelical  Societiea  ;  from  the  French  Congregational  Church 
in  Brussels ;  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Truth 
at  Amsterdam ;  from  IVlr.  Samuel  Eisner,  of  Berlin ;  and 
from  the  Messrs.  Courtois,  of  Toulouse ;  and  beg  to 
reciprocate  their  good  wishes  and  prayers,  and  to  hait  them, 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  as  fellow-laboiirei'S  in  the  great 
cause  of  disseminating  throughout  the  world  the  Scriptures  of 
truth." 

The  following  Resolutions  were  also  moved,  seconded,  and 
supported  by  various  members  of  the  Committee : — 

"  That  the  Committee,  on  being  assembled  this  day  in  the 
room  in  which  the  Society  was  formed  forty-nine  years  ago- — 
namely,  on  the  7th  of  March  1804^wouId  place  on  record 
their  deep  and  thankful  sense  of  the  good  providence  of  God, 
which  has  watched  over  the  Society  from  its  institution  to 
the  present  hour  i  raising  it  from  small  beginnings  to  unan- 
ticipated magnitude  and  eminence ;  rescuing  it  when  exjioaed 
to  assaults  and  perils ;  keeping  it  tmchangcd  in  its  consti- 
tution and  principles;  enabling  it  steadily  to  pursue  its  course 
and  to  extend  its  influence ;  an<t  giving  it  a  position  this  day 
not  surpassed  ui  any  former  period  of  its  Instor)- :  in  the  re- 
view of  all  which  the  Committee  would  desire  to  say,  '  Kot 
unto  us,  O  Lord'— not  unto  any  who  have  preceded  us — 
*  but  unto  Thy  name  he  all  the  glory.' 

"  That  this  Committee,  wlille  calling  into  solemn  remem- 
brance the  many  holy  and  illustrious  men»  both  at  borne  and 
abroad,  who  have  at  difi'erent  times  been  found  in  the  ranks 
of  the  Society,  but  now  have  passed  away,  would  offer  their 
affectionate  and  cordial  congratulation  to  tbeii*  venerable  friend 
Dc,  SteinkopA',  whom  they  are  happy  to  see  this  day  in  the 
midst  of  them,  and  who  for  twenty-two  years  held  the  office  of 
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Foreign  Secretary  j  and  they  would  also  convey  the  same 
congratulation,  with  exprcasioua  of  tiicir  sjinpatliy,  to  W. 
Alters  Hanfcoy,  Esq.  (the  sole  survivor  of  the  first  Com- 
mittee),— who,  by  the  infirmities  of  years,  is  compelled  to  ho 
ahaent  from  this  Meeting;  both  of  whom  took  an  active  part 
in  the  formation  of  the  Society,  and  alone»  of  its  original 
founders,  survive  to  witness  and  welcome  its  Year  of  Ju- 
bilee. That  in  these  congratulations  the  Committee  wish 
to  include  the  rcspectGd  Trcasiirer  of  the  Society,  John 
Thornton,  Esq.,  who  waa  first  appointed  on  the  Com- 
mittee in  the  year  1805,  and  afterwards,  in  the  year  1815, 
succeeded  his  honoured  unrle,  Henry  Tliomton,  Esq,, 
in  the  Trcasurership,  in  which  office  he  has  continued  faith- 
fully and  advantageously  to  serve  the  Society  to  the  present 
time." 

The  above  Uesolution  was  acknowledged  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Steinkopff  in  a  lengthened  addi'ess,  in  the  courac  of  which  he 
ftiL'lingly  alluded  to  the  former  office-bearers  of  the  Society, 
and  expressed  the  deep  attachment  which  he  continued 
to  cherish  towards  it  The  next  Resolution  waa  to  this 
effect : — 

"  That  the  Committee,  having  the  pleasure  of  seeing  amongst 
tliem,  on  tliis  interesting  occasion,  a  lai'ge  proportion  of  their 
foreign  as  well  as  their  domestic  Agents,  on  whom  devolves  so 
much  of  the  responsibiJity  of  carrying  out  the  Society's  work, 
would  seize  this  opportunity  of  re-assunng  their  valued  friends 
of  the  cordial  sympathy  of  the  Committee  in  all  their  labours, 
their  trials,  and  their  success*'* 

On  the  passing  of  the  above  Resolution,  the  S«;retaryj  the 
Rev.  George  Browne,  introduced,  individually,  to  the  Com- 
mittee, the  foreign  and  domestic  Agents  of  the  Society  who  were 
present ;  and  expressed  his  regret  at  the  absence  of  M.  de  Prea- 
sensiC,  the  Agent  of  the  Society  at  Paris,  and  of  their  well-known 
and  valued  senior  domestic  Agent,  Mr.  Dudley;  furnishing,  at 
the  same  time,  various  particulars  connected  with  the  spheres 
of  labour  respectively  occupied  by  the  foreign  Agents  ;  after 
which  Dr.  Pinkerton,  as  senior  foreign  Agent,  acknowledged 
the  Resolution  on  behalf  of  himself  and  fellow  Agenia,  and  gave 
the    Committee    some    interesting  statements  n.>spectiiig  his 
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own  l.'ilH>ura  on  behalf  of  the  Society  aincc  his  npjioiritraent  in     HOME, 

The  Rev.  E.  Panchaud ,  dcputtd  to  represent  the  Bel^an  E  vilh- 
gelical  Society  of  Brussels  at  the  Jubilee  Meetings  of  this  So- 
ciety, was  then  introduced,  and  gave  some  gratifying  statements 
of  the  results  of  the  o^ieratioiia  carried  on  by  Mr.  Tiddy  on 
helulf  of  tlie  Society  in  Belgium,  statinj;  that  the  Churfh  in 
llrusscla,  of  which  he  is  thepastor^  owes  its  existence  hiHtruuieii- 
talfy  to  those  operations,  and  that  the  same  conid  be  said  as  re- 
yards  twelve  or  thirteen  otlier  Pratestant  Churches  in  Belgium. 

The  Committee,  by  Resolution,  then  expressed  themselves 
Tcrj  much  gratified  with  the  attendance  of  sf>  many  of  the 
officers  of  Auxiliary  Societies  and  of  kindred  institutions,  and 
also  of  other  difiringuished  and  attfLcbed  friends  of  tlie  Society, 
regarding  it  a.s  an  encouraging  token  of  the  wide  and  deep  in- 
terest that  was  likely  to  he  felt  in  the  celebration  of  the  Society's 
Jubilee. 

Mr,  William  Jones,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Religious 
Tratt  Society,  addressed  the  Committee  in  acknowledgment 
of  the  above  Resolution,  and  presented  a  Minute  Book  of  the 
Committee  of  that  Society,  containing  the  procec^dings  of  their 
Meeting  on  Tuesday,  December  7,  1802,  auiong  which  is  in- 
serted the  first  minute  put  on  record  concerning  the  fonnatjon 
of  the  Society.f 

•  The  presence  of  nil  the  foreign  Ag^nta  of  the  iSotiety  (with  the  aliove 
*iception),  added  greatly  to  the  interest  of  the  Jubitte  celebnition.  IVhile 
it  vrm  tigreeable  to  the  Committee  to  ses  tboefi  mea  on  whom  the  carry- 
inf^  out  of  thidi'  muiiiures  so  ^eatly  ilejiejiids,  it  was  na  lem  deli|!;^hcf^l  tu 
tbemseliTfti  to  have  ao  opportunity  of  witnesaing  the  ardent  zeal,  dcTotcd- 
iif&s  and  eomMfneaS)  with  which  tbe  great  iiiteresta  of  the  Society  are  con- 
dui'ted  ill  this  favoured  kud.  The  Jubilee  interview  l>etwi>i?n  the  Com- 
mittee nnd  ix&  foreign  agents  wan  mutually  pleasant  and  prodtable. 

t  Tliis  intf  resting-  minute  ««  as  follows : — 

"  Mr.  Charles,  of  Hala,  hupiag-  iTitroduced  the  aubjei't  which  had  been 
previously  mentioned  by  Mr.  Turn,  of  dispetaing^  Bibles  in  IVuIea,  the 
Committee  resolved  tliat  it  would  he  big-Wy  desirahle  to  atir  up  the 
puhljc  mind  to  the  di?penJnn  of  BihJee  (reuemUy,  and  that  a  paper  in  n 
Miiinizine  to  thia  effect  may  be  sin^niJnrlj  usefuE.  The  object  was  deeiiiwl 
wifticiently  connected  with  rbe  objects  of  the  Society  thus  g^enemlly  to 
nii[)eiir  on  tEie  minutes ;  and  the  Secretary  (Itev.  J.  Hug'het^),  who  sug- 
gested it,  was  accordingly  de«.ired  to  ifnter  it.'" 
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The  Rev.  Dr.  Bunting  also  addressed  to  tlio  Co]iimitte«? 
a  few  words  of  tongratulation  on  the  entrance  of  tlip  So- 
ciety on  its  Ju'bilee  Ycnr,  and  gave  utterance  to  hb  best 
wishes  for  the  continued  blessing  of  GckI  to  rest  on  the  So- 
ciety's efFoTtg. 

After  reading  letters  containing  contributions  to  the  Jubilee 
Fund,  se^erRl  votes  of  thanks  were  passed,  and  the  Meeting 
adjourned. 

On  Tuesday,  March  8th,  1853,  at  twelve  o'clcick,  the 
Special  Pubhc  Meeting  was  held  at  Exeter  Hall,  in  the  Strand. 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Slmftesburvv  President,  in  the 
Chair,  was  well  supported  by  the  attendance  of  several  Vice- 
Preiiidenta,  and  an  unnsually  large  number  of  ministers  and 
others,  who  occupied  the  platform,  while  the  bgdy  of  the  Hall 
was  thronged  in  every  part. 

Letters  were  read,  expressive  of  sincere  regret  that  they 
were  not  able  to  attend  the  Meeting,  from  the  Earl  of  Rodeti ; 
tho  Marqnis  of  CholTnondeley;  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Meatli ; 
Sir  Ruljert  IL  Inglis,  JLP.:  W.  Evans, E&q.,  M.P.;  the  Hon. 
Arthur  Kinnaird,  M.P.,  and  otliera. 

The  Rev.  T.  W.  Meller,  Editorial  Superintendent,  opened 
the  proceedings  by  reading  the  61st  chapter  of  Isaiah. 

The  Noble  Cliairman  having  addressed  the  Meeting,  called 
on  the  Rev.  G.  J.  Colllnsonj  one  of  the  Secretaries,  to  read 
the  Jubilee  Statement,  comprising  a  review  of  the  history 
and  operations  of  the  Society,  which  he  had  prepared  at  the 
request  of  the  Conunittee.  The  Meeting  was  addressed  by 
the  Bishop  of  Winchester;  the  Rev.  J.  Angell  James;  the 
Duke  of  Argyle,  President  of  the  Edinburgh  Bible  Society; 
Dr.  Duff;  the  Earl  of  Carlisle;  Joslah  Forster,  Esq,;  Rev. 
Canon  Stowcll :  Rev.  W,  Arthur^  one  of  the  Secretaries  of 
the  Wesleyan  Missionary  Society ;  Rev.  Dr.  Charles,  Presi- 
dent of  Trevecoa  College,  South  Wales;  Dr.  Gumming;  W, 
Jones,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  tlic  Religloiis  Tract  Society;  Ltu-d 
Charles  Rnssell ;  and  tlie  Rev,  George  Browne. 

The  following  are  tlie  Resolutions  which  were  passed,  con- 
firming those  adopted  by  the  Committee: — 

I.  That  this  Meeting  welcome  tijc  Society's  year  of  Jubilee, 
hi^iliiig  it  as  a  fitting  occasion  for  couxniemorating  the  Divine 
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goodnosg,  so  abuniuiitly  vouchsafed  to  the  Society  In  its  origin,     HOME, 
early  liiatory,  and  subsequent  progress  j  for  bearing  a  renewed  ch.  XVir, 
public  testimony  to   ths  Divine  character  and  clulms  of  the 
Bible,  and  to  tlie  right  of  every  individuiil  of  the  hmnan  family 
to  possess  and  read  tlie  5.aine  ;  and  for  promoting,  by  new  and 

[■vigorous  efforts,  the  widt'st  possible  cirL'ulatiun  of  tbu  Scriji- 
tures,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

II.  That    this    Meeting   approve    of   the    measures    and 

[plans  of  the  Committee  for  the  celebration  of  the  Year  of 
Jubilee,  including  the  institution  of  a  Jubilee  Fund,  to  be 
appropriated  to  the  following  purposes ;  namely — 

1.  The  adoption,  as  far  as  practicable^  of  an  extensive  and 
efficient  system  of  Colportage,  throughout  Great  Britain,  in 
the  Year  of  Jubilee ;  the  supply  of  Emigrants  ;  together  witli 
special  grants  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  to  Prisons,  Schools, 
Missions,  and  other  Charitable  and  Benevolent  Institntions  in 
this  country. 

2.  Special  grants  to  Irelaudj  in  such  ways  as  may  here- 
after be  determined  upon. 

3.  Siwcial  efforts  in  India,  Austrah'a,  and  other  British 
Colonies,  by  agencies,  grants,  or  otherwise. 

4.  Special  grants  to  China,  and  such  other  parts  of  the 
world  as  may  appear  open  to  sjwcial  operations* 

5.  The  establishment  of  a  special  and  separate  fund,  from 
the  aimual  produce  of  which  pecuniary  aid  may  he  granted, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Committee,  to  persons  in,  the  employ 
of  the  Society,  including  the  Colporteurs  abroad  ;  and  to  their 
widows  and  children,  when  in  circumstances  to  require  such 
aid. 

IIL  That  the  Jubilee  Fund  V>e  now  regarded  ag  open*  and 
that  all  ranks  and  ages  be  invited  and  cucourayed  to  contri- 
bute thereto  with  a  hberality  commensurate  with  the  mpor^ 
lance  and  magnitude  of  the  objects  contemplated. 

V\.  That  this  Meeting,  while  calling  on  all  the  friends  of 
the  Society  to  unite  m  commemorating  its  Year  of  Jubilee, 
would  express  their  earnest  desire  and  hope,  that  whatsoever 
is  done  may  be  in  humble  dependence  on  the  blessing  of 
Almighty  God,  and  to  His  glory. 

At  this  Meeting  the  Jubilee  Fund  wa*  thus  ibnnally  opened, 
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and  (Iurii]g  the  procCicdings,  the  Jubilee  St'crctary  read  a  list  of 
coittritmtions  amounting  to  upwards  of  £70O<J. 

On  the  following  day,  Wednesday,  March  the  9th,  in  pur- 
suance of  ari-angomc?nts  made  by  friends  of  the  Society,  apart 
from  the  Committee,  a.  Coinmemorativo  Sermon  was  preached 
at  St  Paurs  Cathedral,  by  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury, wliQ  tliuB  greatly  added  to  the  obligations  under 
which  he  had  placed  the  Society,  by  his  long-continued  and 
valuable  support.  The  Lord  Mayor  and  several  of  the  Alder- 
men, with  the  Chamberlain,  and  other  members  of  the  Cori)a- 
ration  of  London,  were  present.  In  their  official  characters,  on 
the  occasion. 

These  Meetings  were  speedily  followed  by  others  of  a 
most  gratifying  nature — at  Manchester,  Liverpool,  Non\'ichj 
Ipswich,  Hereford,  Cambridge,  Chester,  and  many  other 
places. 

The  example  of  the  Archbishop  was  followed  hy  otlicr 
Right  Rev.  Prelates,  the  Bishops  of  Winchester,  Chester,  and 
Hereford,  and  by  several  of  the  Colonial  Bishops,  in  distant 
climes.  Sermons  also  were  preached,  and  collections  made,  in 
numerous  churches  and  chapels,  both  in  town  and  country, 
oa  tlie  day  suggested  by  the  Committee,  Sunday,  the  13th  of 
March ;  and  many  similar  services  continued  to  bo  held 
during  the  year,  especially  in  the  mouth  of  October,  as  recom- 
mended hy  the  Committee. 

Numerous  very  gratifying  communications,  cspreasive  of 
fraternal  S3'mpathy  and  goodwill,  were  received,  on  occa- 
sion of  the  Society's  Jubilee;  among  which  may  be  Bperifiml 
those  sent  from  the  American  Bible  Society,  the  Centra!  Prus- 
sian Bible  Society,  the  Netherlands  Bible  So<'iety,  the  liCmle 
Bible  Society,  tlie  Danish  Bible  Society,  tlio  Wiirtemberg 
Bible  Society,  and  several  otlier  kindred  Institutions  abroad; 
and  also  from  the  Church  Missionary  Society,  the  London 
Missionary  Society,  tJie  Wesleyan  Missionary  Society,  the 
Muravian  Missionary  Society,  the  Religious  Tract  Society,  the 
London  City  Mi.^sion,  the  London  Society  for  Promoting  Chris- 
tiainty  among  the  Jew6>  and  the  Congregational  Union  of 
Kiiglund  and  Wales, 

In  rogai-d  to  the  appropriation  of  tlie  Jubilee  Fund,  it  was 
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resolved,  after  much  ilelil»eratiun,  to  open  r  correspondence 
with  tbe  sevcml  PresidunL"ies  in  Iiiilla,  and  with  frii^iids 
in  China,  with  a  view  to  some  more  extended  etforts  for  tlie 
benefit  of  tlioae  countries ;  to  send  out  a  Deputation,  consisting 
uf  one  or  two  suitable  ^lei'sona,  lo  Australia  and  ^q\\  Zealand, 
possibly  to  touch  also  at  some  of  tbe  othc^r  Islands  of  the 
Pacific  ;  and  further,  to  employ  sonic  accredited  agent  of  the 
Society  to  visit  the  colonies  of  British  America  and  the  "VVest- 
India  Islands.  A  scheme  for  a  more  extensive  system  of 
Colportogc  throngliout  Great  Brit-ainj  in  connection  witla  the 
Year  of  Jubilee,  was  also  adopted-  Thus  auspiciously  did  tbe 
Jnbilee  eommence. 

The  onticipationg  expressed  at  tbe  opening  of  tbo  Jubilee 
Year  were  realized,  and  even  more  tlmii  realiKcd.  The  interest 
then  awakened  was  sustained  and  increased,  and  spread  itseli" 
to  the  utmost  limits  of  the  circle  embraced  by  the  Society. 
Never  bctbre,  in  the  history  of  the  Institution,  liad  there  been 
so  wide-spread  a  demonstration  in  its  favour;  never  had 
greater  efforts  been  made  to  uphold  and  advocate  its  cause. 
Old  friends  rallied  around  it  with  indications  of  unabated 
attachment,  nnd  new  friends  were  gathered,  whose  accession 
gave  hopeful  promise  for  the  future.  Its  proceedings  were 
published,  and  made  known  in  every  direction,  and  its  claims 
were  admitted  in  cj^uai'ters  where  before  they  had  been  little 
hoai-d  of.  The  pulpit,  the  platfonnj  and  the  press,  combined 
in  this  acceptable  service;  and  innunierable  friends.  In  these 
different  ways,  came  forward  to  serve  the  Society  ditrltig  this 
uieniorable  year. 

The  impulse  tluia  given  at  tbe  centre  was  felt,  as  in- 
timated above,  even  to  the  circamference  of  the  Society's 
connections  and  operations.  During  the  whole  of  tbe  Jubilee 
Year  tbe  most  cheering  tidings  were  received  from  various 
Auxiliary  Societies  throughout  the  world.  The  glad  echoes 
of  the  Jubilee  tmrapet  reverherated  throngbout  Canada,  Xova 
Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  and  Newfoundland.  The  Auxiliaries 
in  Jamaica^  Antigua,  Denierara,  and  Barbndoes,  asi^cmbled  to 
celebrate  the  Jubilee  of  that  SueJety  wliicli  had  blessed  their 
enslaved  ixtpiilation  with  tlie  charter  of  true  freedom.  A  Ju- 
bilee Meeting  of  an  interesting  character,  and  imder  extra- 
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ordinary  circui^istances,  waa  held  at  Constantinople,  under  the 
Presidency  of  the  Britisli  Ambaasador,  succeeded  in  the  Chair 
by  the  Representative  uf  the  United  States ;  a  Meeting  which 
doubtless  encouraged  the  friends  of  tho  Bible  to  look,  and 
long,  and  hibour  for  the  day  when  the  crescent  shall  give 
place  to  tlie  cross,  and  the  Koran  shall  he  superseded  by  the 
Bihle.  Withm  the  precincts  of  the  aacred  city  of  Jerusalem 
a  Pubhc  Meeting  wjis  convened  under  the  Presidency  of  the 
English  Bishop :  may  not  this  be  regarded  as  a  pledge 
and  an  earnest  of  still  greater  blessing  to  that  ancient  and 
honoured  land  ? 

The  great  and  growing  AuxUiariea  in  our  Indian  Empire 
had  their  joyful  Juhilea  celebrations  at  Calcutta,  Madras, 
Bombay,  A|fra,  Jatl'na,  and  Colombo,  at  which  Prelates,  and 
Missionaries  of  various  Societies,  assisted  with  one  lieai't  and 
soul.  At  Shanghai,  also,  the  Missionarira,  surrounded  l>y 
tljoae  who  loved  the  Bible^  both  natives  and  foreii;:ners,  as- 
seniljled  to  review  and  to  acknowledge  the  Lord'^a  goodness  to 
tlie  Society,  as  well  as  tc  take  active  measures  to  promote  its 
objects  still  more  widely.  Africflj,  likewise,  participated  in  the 
genera]  fcclingj  and  manifested  it  at  the  Meetings  held  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Grahara*a  Town»  aud  elsewhere.  At 
Sydney,  Melbourne,  Adelaide,  Hohart  Town,  and  other  places 
in  the  southern  heiuisplicre,  the  claims  of  the  Society's  Ju- 
bilee were  felt,  awakening  gratitude  for  the  past,  and  stimu- 
lating to  action  for  the  future.  Eveu  at  the  antipodes,  in  New 
Zealand,  the  people  heard  the  glad  sound,  and  joined  vvitli  the 
rest  of  tlie  world  in  tho  song  of  Jubilee.  Truly,  the  interest 
felt  spread  far  and  wide:  '  Fi'om  the  very  ends  of  the  earth 
was  heard  the  song — Glory  to  the  righteous  One.' 

In  the  midst  of  these  celebrations  a  new  chord  was  struck  j 
and  again  the  heart  of  Christian  sympathy  vibroted  witli 
strong  luid  livel}^  emotion.  In  the  autunui  of  the  year  a  letter 
appeared  in  the  public  prints  from  the  pen  of  the  Rev.  John 
Angell  James,  of  Birmingham,  one  of  the  oldest  and  warmest 
friends  of  the  Society,  enibodying  a  proposal,  which  had  been 
originally  suggested  by  Tiiomas  Thompson,  Esq.,  of  Pounda- 
ford  Park,  that  in  order  to  be  prep:u-ed  tu  take  advantage  of 
the  extraordinary  movements  going  on  in  China,  aud  of  the 
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probable  opening  which  might  thus  be  afforded  Ibr  the  Intro- 
duction  of  the  Scriptures  into  tbat  vast  luid  benighted  empire, 
B.  MJi,i.ioN  copies  of  the  New  Testament  m  the  Chinese  Ian- 
piage  should  be  immeJiatelj  printeJ,  and  measures  taken  to 
di&ptji'se  tbem  ns  speedily  as  possible. 

The  attention  of  the  Committee  was  early  drawn  to  this 
document— not  indeed  addressed  to  themselves  in  particular, 
but  submitted  to  the  whole  Cliristlaii  world ;  and  after  serious 
consideration  they  resolved  *  that,  relying  on  the  sympathy  of 
the  British  public  in  tljis  desirable  object,  they  were  prepared 
to  take  upon  tliemselvea  all  the  measures  ueeessary  for  print- 
ing, with  the  least  practicable  delay,  one  million  copie:^  of  the 
Chinese  New  Testament,'  The  views  and  motives  of  the 
Committee  in  this  important  step  were  explained  In  tlie  fol- 
lowing *  Special  Appeal '  issued  on  the  occasion  : — 

"  Nutliing  need  bo  said  on  tlie  impoi-tance  of  China  as  a  field  X^^a\  for 
of  Evangelical  and  Biblical  enterprise.     Its  claims  are  those  *^'"'"*' 
iJf  nearly  a  third  part  of  the  human  family,  under  the  destruc- 
tive reign  of  delusion  aiid  superstition. 

"The  attention  of  the  Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreijiyn 
Bible  Society  was  early  directed  to  Cliina,  and  considerable 
BumA  of  money  have  from  time  to  time  been  expended  in 
assisting  to  translate^  print,  and  circulate,  ths  Holy  Scriptures 
in  the  Chinese  lan^'uage.  Into  the  history  of  these  efforts, 
associated  originally  with  tlie  honoured  names  of  Morrison, 
Milne,  and  Mai'shmaiij  and  at  a  later  period  with  those  of  many 
valuable  MiasiouarieSj  both  European  and  A.morican,  it  is  not 
necessary  now  to  enter.  It  may  be  sufEcient  to  state,  tliat,  of 
the  several  translations  or  versions  effected,  numerous  editions 
of  the  whole,  or  of  portions,  have  been,  in  the  course  of  years, 
through  various  channels,  brought  into  the  hrnids  of  the  people. 

"  On  the  Society's  entering  its  Year  of  Jubilee,  the  Com- 
mittee resolved  to  place  this  remarkable  country  prominently 
forward  amung  tlie  special  objects  to  which  the  ftmd,  then 
proposed  to  be  raised,  should  be  appropriated.  In  the  circular 
and  resolutions  of  the  Committee  of  December  C,  1852,  under 
the  head  of  '  The  Jubilee  Fund,'  was  included  '  Special  Grants 
to  China,  and  such  other  parts  of  the  world  as  may  ap^tcar 
open  to  special  operations.* 
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"  Ai]d  in  thtir  second  circular,  issued  hy  iho  Comnxittee  in 
August  lastj  tliey  state  tliat  'lliey  are  also  watching  with  dti-p 
interest  the  progress  of  events  in  China,  and  indulge  the  hopa 
tbat  Providence  is  about  to  mark  out  a  field  for  the  employ- 
nient  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Jubilee  Fund  ici  tijat 
increasingly  tmporttint  empire.  An  flddkiona!  sum  of  X500 
has  just  been  placed  at  tlie  disiwsal  of  the  Con'esponding  Com- 
mittee at  Shanghai,  for  printing  and  distributing  new  editions 
of  the  Scriptures  in  the  Cbinese  language,  with  encouragement 
to  ask  for  more.* 

*'  Thus  it  wifl  he  seen  that  the  Committee  have  not  been  uji- 
niindful  of  the  claims  of  China  general!  j^  nor  inattentive  to 
those  recent  extraordinary  movements,  which  have  given  to 
these  claims  peculiar  strength  and  urgency,  and  overwhelm- 
ing interest. 

"  When,  therefore,  a  proposal  waa  brouglit  forward  in  the 
pubhc  papers  to  send  a  million  copies  of  the  New  Testament  to 
China,  the  Committee,  immediately  felt  that,  if  such  a  work  was 
to  be  done,  or  ought  to  he  attempted,  it  felt  within  tlieir 
province  to  undertake  the  responsibility  of  itj  and  they  forth- 
with resolved  and  made  it  known  'that  they  were  prejiared, 
relying  on  the  sympathy  of  the  British  publii:  in  this  dcsii-able 
object,  to  take  upon  themsolves  all  the  measures  necessary  for 
printing,  with  the  least  practicable  delay,  one  miliian  copies  of 
the  Cliineso  New  Testament.' 

"  The  Committee  must  leave  it  very  much  tootliers  to  rouse, 
and  stimulate,  and  keep  alive,  publie  sympathy  and  liberality 
in  favoiur  of  this  new  and  interesting  muvement.  They  i-ejuice 
that  this  has  been,  and  is  likely  to  be,  sa  well  accomplished. 
The  design  of  the  present  circular  is,  simply  to  explain  the 
course  the  Comimttee  think  It  right  to  adopt  in  i*eference  tu 
this  enlarged  project,  to  which  they  have  thug  become  unex- 
pectedly pledged, 

'*  It  cannot  but  be  looked  upon  as  a  remarkable  concidence, 
tliat  this  new  and  urgent  call  slioutd  have  reached  the  Sot'^iety 
in  the  midst  of  its  Jubilee  celebrations,  and  that  it  should  Ikj 
for  a  eountry  already  embmced  in  ita  Jubilee  seheme.  Tlio 
contemplated  eHijrt,  however,  ia  of  too  large  a  magnitude  to  W 
wliulty  met  by  any  existing  ai-rangcinents;  besides  which  Jl 
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has  ftwakcnt'il,  and  is  gathetnng  around  it,  aii  interest  of  Its 
own,  not  to  he  Jiscogarded  or  iinJui- valued.  The  Coflimhttc, 
therefore,  have  dotermiiied,  'in  connection  with  their  Juhilee 
Fund,  to  oi)en  a.  st'pai-ate  account  for  printing  a  miiliun  tropics 
of  the  Chinese  New  TLstiuneiit;  and  they  will  receive  special 
conti-lbutions  to  the  object,  whether  in  sunn  of  uny  amount,  or  in 
the  exact  value  of  a  specified  number  of  copies,  estimated  af  4d. 
a  copy*  A  sepjirate  list  of  tliese  special  contributions  will  be 
published  from  time  to  time. 

"The  Couunittvo  wish  it  to  be  understoodj  that  while  no 
practicable  means  will  be  neglected  for  producing  the  desued 
number  of  copies  as  early  as  possible,  that  they  may  be  ready 
fur  the  anticipated  opening,  still  a  considerable  time  must  elapse 
bt'for©  so  large  a  project  can  be  fully  realized.  Not  a  day  was 
lost  in  forwarding  communicatiuris  to  those  friends  in  Chiiiii 
on  whom  the  execution  gf  the  work  wiJI,  in  all  probability, 
chiefly  devolve.  But  It  must  be  some  months  before  a  report 
can  be  received  of  the  measures  whicli  it  may  be  in  their 
jKiwer  to  adopt,  or  of  the  help  which  it  may  be  practicable  to 
render  from  this  country.  These  friends  are,  However,  em- 
powered to  commence  operations  at  once,  according  to  the 
facilities  they  already  possess. 

"The  CoinmJttee,  in  conclusion,  desire  to  commend  this 
undertaking  to  Ilim,  whose  word  they  seek  to  circtilate, 
earnestly  imploring  the  requisite  grace  and  wisdom  for  ciu'ry- 
ing  it  forward  in  the  way  best  adapted  to  promote  His  king- 
dom and  glory." 

Not  in  vain  did  the  Committee  again  cast  themselves  on  tlio 
liberality  of  the  Christian  public.  Witli  little  effort  on  their 
pai't,  but  with  much  noble,  and  generous,  and  aell-deuying 
ctfort  on  the  part  of  otliera,  the  calculated  amount  necessary 
for  the  proposed  million  of  New  Testaments  was  promptly 
raised ;  and  a  noble  auq>lii3  was  found,  which,  after  meeting  the 
further  requirements  of  the  project,  it  was  proposed  should  be 
wholly  devoted  to  the  apreadbig  of  the  Scriptures  iu  China. 
The  intensity,  activity,  and  i-apid  result  of  thid  new  effort  of 
Christian  zeal,  were  perhaps  never  surpassed ;  contributions 
Howed  in  from  all  quarters,  and  fmrn  all  classes,  in  almost  end- 
less vai'iety  of  amount.  In  this,  as  in  the  general  J  ubilce  Fund, 
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the  poor  man  vied  with  the  rich,  the  child  with  the  aged  sim, 
tho  Colonies  with  the  mother  comitrj,  and  even  foreigners,  in 
cliiDfis  far  distant  from  each  other,  pressed  to  take,  though 
it  were  but  an  liumhlp  part  in  this  magnificent  act  uf  charity. 
Tlie  amount  of  the  united  Special  Funds,  as  mode  up  at 
the  close  of  the  Society's  yenr  was, 

General  Jnbilee  Fund     .     .       £67,040    0     5 
China  Fund 33,183  16     6 

Making  a  Total  of      .     .     .      £99^223  16  II* 

The  appropriation  of  these  large  sums  entrusted  to  them, 
pressed  heavily  ou  the  ininds  of  the  Committee,  and  engaged 
their  most  serious  attention.  The  particulars  of  this  appro- 
priation, so  far  as  it  waa  carried  during  the  year  of  Juhilee,t 
were  as  follows — 

1,  For  purposes  of  Domestic  Colportage^  £lV75. 

2.  To  the  London  City  Mission,  10,000  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ments. 

3-  To  Unions,  Prisons,  and  Hospitals,  for  perniauent  use 
in  those  establishments,  10,721  copies. 

4.  To  Ireland,  51,500  copies,  value  about  £4000. 

5.  To  Prisons,  Hospitals,  Schools,  &c.,  in  Holland,  Frauce, 
and  different  parts  of  Germany,  with  the  Uiiiveraities  at  Upsala 
aijd  Bonn,  nearly  20,000  copies. 

6.  To  the  several  Presidencies  in  India,  in  books  and 
money,  to  the  amount  of  above  £5000, 

7.  Besides  smaller  grants  to  Emigrants,  Jews,  Ac' 
AiTAngements  were    miade    with    tlie    Rev.    Philip  Kent, 

one  of  the  Saeiety'a  Domestic  Ageuts,  to  visit  the  British 
Colonies  of  North  America,  where  the  Auxiliai-ies  expressed 
themselves  prepared  to  give  him  a  coi-dial  welcome.  Mr» 
Kent  left  this  country  so  as  tv  attend  the  Anniversary 
Meeting  of  tlie  American  Bible  Society,  as  the  representative 
of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 

Negotiations  also  were  entered  into  with  two  gentlemen— the 
Rev.  M.  H,  Bceeher,  Rector  of  BamoTdby-le-Beck,  Lin- 
colnsliire,   and   Thomas  Charles,  Esq.,   the  grandson   of  the 

•  Dolh  funds  were  uffcerwards  couaidt-rably  iacreased. 
+  ^t:ii  Jubilee  Ueport. 
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Rev,  T.  Charles,  of  Bab,  a  name  assocmted  with  the  farlicst    HOME, 
history  of  thw  Society — to  undertake  the  proiwsod  mission  to  ^-^  xvil. 
Austrnlia — a  mi^asure  regarded  as  due  alike  to  the   iui|Mr-        — 
tance  of  tliose  rising  Colonies,  and  the  liberality  luid  cordiul 
ieelin^  ul"    the    valuuUe    Auxiliaiies    already    in  ojieratiou. 
there.* 

With  regard  to  the  appropriation  of  the  China  Fund,  it 
may  be  stated  that  measurea  wure  resolved  upon  by  the 
Shanghai  Corresponding  Committee,  in  concert  witii  the 
Bislmp  of  Victoria,  for  printing  one  quarti'r  of  the  million 
copies  intended  to  U;  produced;  namely^  H5,000  copica  at 
Shanghai,  under  the  charge  of  the  Correspouding  Committee; 
50,000,  under  the  superintendence  of  Dr.  Legge,  at  Hong 
Kongi  85,000  at  different  Missionary  Stations,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Bishoj)  of  Victoria,  who  very  kindly  took  upon 
Iiimself  the  responsibility  of  tliia  portion  of  the  work.  And 
to  expedite  the  carrying  on  of  the  ahovG  works  in  China 
an  additional  cylinder  printing-press  was  synt  out,  to  he  placed 
in  charge  of  the  Corresponding  Committee  at  Shanghai,  for 
the  purposes  of  tlie  Society. 

Ill  eoujunctioii  with  the  above  midertakinga,  it  was  resolved 
to  print  50,000  copies  of  the  entire  Bible  in  Chinese^  as  fast  as 
facilities  could  bo  obtained  for  the  purpose,  to  be  piiid  for  out 
of  the  surplus  proceeds  of  the  New-Testament  Fund,  if  found 
suJficient. 

The  extraordiuary  revolution  in  Chhia,  which  gave  rise  to 
the  above  projects  juid  works,  was  yet  iuimature — its  results 
uncertain.  But  the  Society  would  not  have  been  faithful 
to  the  trust  reposed  in  it,  if  it  had  slirnnk  from  the  attempt 
to  provide,  at  any  cost,  for  probable  or  even  possible  contin- 
gencies, where  the  mterests  of  audi  a  mighty  popiUatiou  were 
concerned. 

The  Society's  year  of  Jubilee  wsis  deatbicd  to  be  signalized 
by  another  extraordinaiy  and  unexpected  eftbrt*  The  breaking 
out  of  the  war  in  the  East  awakened  emotions  that  liad  lujig 
slumbered,  and  summoned  to  duties  that  had  happily  become 


•  Both  these  MJBsiuns  were  accoipplJBhed  JH  aafety,  and  proved  Uig'hiy 
itcceptuble. 
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almost  unknown.  When  it  was  uiid«rstowl  that  thousand.s 
ui'uLu'  t:oiiiitryuieu»  both  in  the  army  and  navy,  were  Icaviiij^ 
uui"  shores  on  hostilu  expeditions,  the  Committee  met  and 
resolved  that  it  w.i3  *  most  desii'iiblii  that  evorj"  soldier^ 
sailor,  and  non-conuuissioned.  officer  proceeding  on  foreign 
service,  should  be  provided  with  a  copy  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment' 

Moasurea  were  immediately  adopted  in  the  sptnt  of  tlie 
above  Resolution,  and  50,000  New  Teatiunents  were  directed 
to  be  prepared  without  delay.  Reeollecting  that  a  sister  So- 
ciety, the  Navji)  and  Military  Bjblti  Society,  already  occupied 
it-self  ill  this  department  of  Christian  philanthropy,  and  un- 
willing, even  on  so  extraordinary  an  occasion^  to  Hp|>ear  to 
act  hi  rivalry  with  its  respected  coadjutor  in  the  siuuc  great 
work,  a  deputation,  headed  by  the  noble  President,  was 
appointed  to  hold  a  conference  with  tlie  conductors  of  that 
Institution,  to  consult  with  them  aa  to  the  best  mode  of  a 
friendly  and  mutnal  co-oi>eratLon.  As  the  result  of  that  cnn- 
ferenccj  20,000  copies  of  the  New  Testament,  afterwards 
increased  to  30,000,  were  placed  at  their  disposa.1;  and  as 
their  Ageuey  tUd  not  extend  beyond  this  kingdum,  grants  to 
the  extent  of  5000  copies  were  made  to  the  llibornian  Bible 
Society,  for  troops  and  vessels  sailing  from  Ireland,  Largo 
supplies  were  also  forwarded  to  the  Society's  Agents  and 
Correspondents  at  Malta  and  Conatantijioplc,  who  were  encou- 
raged and  enjoined  to  take  all  suitable  measures  for  furthering 
the  object  in  view. 

His  Lordshipj  the  President,  in  a  personal  interview  with 
the  chief  Naval  and  Military  authorities,  assured  himself"  of  their 
favourable  regard  to  the  above  jiroject 

Taking  further  into  account  the  opportunities  and  opem'ngs 
which  evcuwarmightsupplyjlhert  weroordered  to  presis  10/HX> 
copies  of  the  Four  Gos])elti  in  the  Turkish,  and  5(X)0  of  the 
New  Testament  ajid  Psalius  in  Modern  Riias^  and  tlie  foreign 
depots  were  largely  supplied  with  the  Scrij^tiircs  in  several 
other  European  and  Eastern  langujij^es. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  IVL  de  Pressensd  was  empowered 
to  furnish,  at  the  cost  of  the  Society,  copies  of  the  New  Tes- 
tauieut  to  the  soldiers  and  sitilors  of  the  French  urniumeiit 
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destined  to  tlio  spat  of  war,  on  such  Icrms  and  to  guch  extortt 
as  he  Tiiif^ltt  ik'Cin  cxptHlient  and  practicable.* 

Tims  closed  tlie  Society's  Year  of  Jubilee ;  and  if  evesr  the 
langLiarie  nf  praise  and  acknowledgment  were  appropriate  on  a 
review  of  the  Soci^ety's  proceedings,  it  was  so  at  the  close  of 
tills  Jubilee  Year,  certainly  the  most  reraarkalile  m  tlie  liistoiy 
of  the  In^tituliun.  lis  income,  from  all  sources,  tiad  swelled  to 
an  nnpreeedeuted  aniount,  and  only  in  two  maConccs  had  ita 
distributions  within  the  yeai-  been  larger.  The  friendly  mani- 
festations ealled  forth  by  it3  Jubilee  had  been  of  the  most 
prattfying  description ;  whilst  the  extraordinary  effort  made  in 
behalf  of  China,  and  other  unlooked-for  circuni stances,  com- 
bined to  place  the  Society  in  a  position  such  as  it  had  nevef 
Ijefore  occupied,  and  to  stamp  upon  its  fiftieth  year  a  character 
of  solemn  magnitude  ajid  of  deepest  interest 

It  remains  to  be  stated  that  the  Rev.  George  Browne,  who 
had  for  twenty  yeare  acted  as  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Society,  having  signified  that  he  no  longer  felt  equal  to  the  full 
claims  of  his  oflSce,  a  successor  was  appointed  in  the  person  of 
the  Rev.  S.  B.  Bergne,  minister  of  the  Poultry  Cliapel,  London, 
who  relinquished  hia  pastoral  charge  that  he  might  give  him- 
self wholly  to  hia  new  and  inifiortant  duties.  Arrangements 
were  made  with  Mr.  Browne  for  a  contimianee  of  a  portion 
of  hia  services ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  present  work,  as 
previously  notified,  was  assigned  to  him. 

The  plan  of  tbc  present  work  demands  that  the  narrative,  so 
far  as  regards  the  Society's  domestic  proceedings,  should  close 
here.  It  will  be  the  province  of  the  future  historian  to  record 
the  progress  and  results  of  those  various  important  measures, 
both  ordinary  and  e5;traordinary,whichja5  we  have  seen,  wore 
originated  and  partially  developed,  in  connection  with  the  year 
of  Jubilee.  It  may  sixffice  here  to  say,  that  those  measures 
were  carried  out  with  a  largo  and  encouraging  snccess,  and  that 
the  excitement  of  that  epoch,  stimulated,  as  it  further  wa3,  by 
the  remarkable  providential  events  which  occurred  during  the 
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*  Some  furtbfT  particulars,  relating  to  these  Inr°re  preparatione  and 
(li-''triljuti.on3  will  Iw  ^-iven,  when  we  come  to  spfnk  uf  the  Sodety'a  ope- 
nitiuns  in  tlio^  L-ouiitriefl  whii'^h  were   the  more  immtKliale  scene  of 
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HOME,  same  period,  so  far  from  being  followed,  aa  some  feared,  by  a 
Ca.JCVII  reaction,  would  seem  to  huvs  operated  rather  as  a  permanent 
—  impulse,  and  to  have  infused  new  life  into  cveiy  branch  of  the 
Society^'a  operatians.  Prosperity  has,  thi-oiigli  the  favour  of 
God>  continued  to  reat  on  it^  labours ;  its  resources  have  bran 
ftugmenting  each  year,  and  in  the  circle  of  its  friends  and 
supporters,  extended  not  a  little  during  the  season  of  tlie 
Jubilee,  theve  is  still  the  gratifying  spectacle  of  undiminished 
zeal  and  attachment* 

*  Durina:  the  Jubilee  year,  a  work  was  brouglit  out  in  tlie  "WeTsli  lan- 
guag-e,  by  the  Her.  T.  Phillip?,  the  JuHlee Secretary,  and  Ageiitof  tljcSo. 
dtty  for  Wales  :  it  ia  entitled  "  The  Book  of  the  Jubilee  ;"  contahung  Uie 
History  of  the  BritittU  &nd  ForeJg:n  Bible  Society  for  liJftj'  .Teure.. 
Besi<leB  a  review  of  the  orijpn  and  operatioiia  of  the  Society,  tlie  work 
includea  a  imttttalion  on  the  in&pimtion  and  authority  of  the  Scripturt's, 
on  the  Welsh  translations  of  the  Bible,  tof^ether  with  biographical  Bketches 
of  the  Welsh  tranelators  j  aud  other  original  and  interesting  matter,  both 
in  prose  ciiid  poetry. 

"Sot  would  it  be  rig-ht  to  omit  here  some  notice  of  another  volume, 
which,  both  at  the  period  of  the  Jubilee  and  since,  has  done  mucii  to  Iny 
open  liiid  make  known  the  machinery  and  workiug"  of  the  Society,  and  to 
eipite  an  interest  in  ita  favour.  *'  The  Boot  and  iti5  Story,"  by  E.  L.  N., 
WJI9  written  on  the  augg'estion  and  at  th?  request  of  sonio  fripnds  oiKcially 
cunnected  with  tlie  Jubilee  movement.  The  form  wluch  itflBsumed  did 
not  allow  of  its  being  oflicially  recogniBed,  and  it  waa  brought  out  entirely 
at  privrtte  expense  and  riak,  but  the  service  which  it  has  rendered  to  the 
cause  of  the  Society  cannot  but  be  highly  €fttima(ed.  Of  ita  exceeding 
acceptableneaa  and  popularity,  it  ia  auffieieiit  to  suy  that  editions  tu  the 
extent  of  60,000  copies  have  alrejidy  been  called  for.  The  gifti^l  and 
devoted  authoreaa  is  labouring  atill  further  to  promote  the  objeet  and 
wnrk  of  the  Society  by  editing  a  periodical  entitled  "The  Look  and  its 
MisfflOQ,"  which  Bpi>para  monthly ;  and,  besides  oritrinal  communications 
and  docum^ntj  of  much  interest  and  value,  coDtuinB  articles  i^  recent 
intelligence  respecting  the  Society's  proceedinga. 
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BEVIEW  OF  THE  HOME  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

1864, 

Importance  nf  the  Home  Direction  of  the  Societt/  to  it*  tuccessand 
progresA^T'j'tncipley  which  have  ruainly  tjoverftfd  it^  aiiiiiiniH' 
trafiou-^The  practical  work  of  the  Society — Tfie  iuppftji  and 
cirpTilatiott  af  the  Holy  Scriptfire»—Ohli/jations  to  Mitiio^ 
tiartm  in  rctjard  to  Foreign  Verfioia — Sejkrences  to  the  Dir$s- 
turs  of  the  Society — President*,  Vice-PrenideitL^,  Committee — 
Tke  amount  of  time  and  careful  judijme if t  denoted  to  the  tvorh  of 
the  Socieiy^Tfie  Secretaries — Oicen,  Hitches,  SteinkopffyBran- 
dramj  ifr.,  their  special  and  eminent  qwdijicatioits. 

Having  now  brought  to  its  close  this  review  of  tlie  Society's 
domestic  administration,  and  having  witnessed  tlie  importaut 
and  unexpectedly  large  resiilts  in  which,  through  the  favour 
of  Ahnighty  God,  it  has  issued ;  it  may  not  be  inappropriate  or 
untntere&ting  to  inquire  into,  and  consider,  the  principles  on 
which  tliia  administration,  so  greatly  sqccessfid,  hits  been  con- 
ductt'd,  and  to  furnish  a  more  particular  account  of  the  parties 
on  wiiom,  from  time  to  time,  the  responsibility  of  tliis  adminis- 
tration has  devolved. 

It  may,  indeed,  be  thought  that  thia  reference  to  the  So- 
ciety's system  of  administration  should  rather  have  been 
postponed  till  the  whole  of  its  foreign  operations  had  passed 
under  review ;  but  it  must  be  recollected  lliat  tbe^e  foreign 
ojierations  of  the  Society,  so  far  as  they  were  direct,  were 
carried  on  nnder  instructions  received  from  home,  and  were 
thus  only  an  extension  and  exposition  of  the  home  policy. 
On  the  other  band,  the  operations  of  Foreign  Societies  were, 
for  the  most  part,  subjected  to  a  sejmi'ate  jurisdiclion  and 
management,   over  which  the  British  Society  could  exercise 
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only  a  firicnd]^  nnd  unauthoritntivo  eontroL  It  is  necessarv 
to  keep  this  latter  rem:irk  in  mind,  in  ordt^r  to  n  t-lear  and  just 
judgment  of  the  Society's  administrative  action. 

Let  UB  proceed,  then,  to  consider  the  principles  of  the  So- 
ciety's administration,  in  tlie  practical  applicjition  of  which  it 
has  met  with  so  much  success.  Its  general  ohjcct  would  of 
course  be  the  same  as  that  of  any  other  Religious  or  Bene- 
volent Institution,  namely,  to  effect  the  greatest  amount  of 
good  within  the  department  alloteil  to  it,  in  suhaerviency  to 
the  glorv  of  God,  The  specific  principles  of  its  administration 
may  lie  characterized  in  two  words,  "  singlenesa"  and"  catholi- 
city." Tl>e  one  sin^fle  object  of  the  Society  has  been  steadily 
and  excluaiveiy  kept  in  view ;  and  the  measui-ea  adopted  in 
promotion  of  that  object  have  been  liheral  and  iinsectarian. 

Has  the  Society  invariably  acted  on  these  principles  ?  it  mny 
l>e  asked.  Such  a  question  may  intimate  a  doubt  or  sus- 
picion; or  it  may  simply  arise  from  the  desire  of  information. 
In  either  case  it  behoves  the  faithful  historian  to  furnish,  as 
far  as  may  he,  the  facts  on  which  his  conclnsions  are  founded. 

The  circulation  of  the  Apocrypha  by  the  Society,  which  at 
one  time  [tartially  obtained  abroad — never  at  home — was 
represented  as  an  infi-ingoment  on  the  singleness  of  aim  in  its 
administration  ;  and  it  is  admitted  that  it  seemed  a  dejiarlure 
from  its  formally  expressetl  object  But  it  must  be  borne  iu 
mind,  that  however  apparently  clearly  defined,  those  who 
advocfited  or  defended  the  measiire,  maintaiDcd  that  some 
ambiguity,  after  all,  attached  to  the  rule  that  the  "  Uoly  Scrip- 
tures" were  to  be  *'^  without  note  or  comment"  It  was  not  so 
indisputablcj  it  was  pleaded,  whether  the  term  "  Holy  Sci-ij>- 
tures "  should  be  taken  in  a  strictj  and  not  also  in  an  eccle- 
siastic-iU  sense.  The  "  ecclesiastical  Bible,"  amon^  .ilmost  all 
the  Reformed  Churches,  not  excepting  the  Clmnh  of  Eng- 
land, as  well  as  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  Churches,  was  found 
to  include  the  Apocryphal  writings;  and  therefore,  it  was 
argued,  where  the  prejudices  of  the  people  led  them  to  insist 
nn  the  "ecclesiastical  Bible,"  the  concession  might  lawfully  be 
made.  This  pleading,  we  have  seen,  was  overruled,  and,  as 
we  think,  rightly ;  yet  it  would  be  surely  uncharitiUe  to  say 
that  £i  violation  of  the  rule  Vftta  intended,  or  thought  lightly  of. 
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or  that  either   party  was   unimprcsaed  with  tlie  importance 
of  simplicity  of  aim  in  tho  administration  of  the  Society. 

There  have  not  been  wanting  temptations  to  depart  from 
this  principle  of  singleness  in  conducting  tbe  affairs  of  the  So- 
ciety. Questions  have,  from  tinio  to  timi?,  arisen,  of  tlii! 
greatest  sociLiI  and  religious  interest,  in  vliicL  at  least  an 
expression  of  opinion,  if  not  also  correspondent  action,  on  the 
part  of  the  Society,  has  seemed  to  be  imperiously  called  foi', 
and  often  has  been  earnestly  sought.  All  these  q^ueatlona 
bore,  more  or  less*  on  the  unrestricted  or  mere  extensive 
circulation  and  use  of  the  Scriptures;  for  instance; — The 
introduction  of  Christianity  into  India  —  the  Abolition  of 
tlie  Slave  Trade  and  of  Slavery^ — Civil  and  Religious  Liberty 
— ^general  Education — the  Bible  Monopoly.  In  the  first 
case  above  alluded  to,  the  Society's  interference  might  seem 
to  have  been  especially  called  for  and  justified ;  for  it  involved 
the  very  existence  of  the  Society's  work,  and  tliat,  too,  in  one 
of  its  most  important  departments,  throughout  tlic  Indian 
empire.  Not  only  had  there  been  the  public  act  of  *•  with- 
drawing the  patronage  of  the  Government  from  the  translation 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures,^'  but  there  had  been,  also,  equally 
public  **  attempts  made  to  suppress  the  transliilion  of  the 
Scriptures  entirely,"*  and  these  measures  found  advocates  and 
upholders  among  iulluential  parties  at  home. 

On  this  occasion  the  proceedings  of  the  Society,  as  has  been 
already  shown,  were  detended  and  supported  by  Lord  Teign- 
mouth,  Mr.  Owen,  Dr.  Buchanan,  and  other  friends  of  tlie 
Institution ;  and  what  was  the  ground  chiefly  taken  by  them  ? 
It  was  **  the  undeviating  adherence  of  the  Society  to  the  funda- 
mental principle  of  its  Constitution,  and  the  professed  object  of 
all  its  operations — the  circulation  of  the  Holy  Scriptures," 
True  to  this  exclusive  principle  of  action,  the  Society  itself, 
in  its  collective  capacity,  took  no  share  whatever  in  the  con- 
troversy which  engaged  so  much  of  the  public  attention.  To 
nse  the  somewhat  eulogistic  language  of  Owen,  '*  In  that  spirit 
of  dignified  moderation  ivhich  has  ever  marked  its  character, 
it  pursHud  its  course  with  unrufQed  cahnnestt  tlirough  all  i]ic 
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•  See  Owen's  History,  vol.  i.  p.  303, 
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vicissitudes  of  tliifl  painful  trial;    jnimifestrng  in:itlier   dis- 
quietude duTintr  tlie  conflict,  nor  cxultatidii  in  the  event," 

But  wliy  did  the  conductors  of  the  Society  tlui3  steadily, 
and,  as  some  might  think,  pertinaciously  adhere  to  the  one 
single  purpose  they  had  in  view  ?  They  were  Cliristian  men  ; 
most  of  thi?m  eminent  for  their  rank  and  stn.ndiug  in  the  i^- 
apectire  corainunions  which  they  represented  ;  they  were  men 
of  enlarged  philanthropy;  could  they  be  indifFerent  to  the 
many  and  urgent  claims  of  suffering,  oppressed,  degraded, 
unenlightened  humanity  around  them?  Could  a  Teigmnouth, 
n,  Tltomton,  a  Grraut,  be  iudiffei-ent  to  the  state  of  India? 
Could  a  Wilburforce,  a  Babingtan,  a  Maeaulaj,  be  unmindful 
of  the  waiit5  of  the  slave?  Could  a  Birkbcck,  a  Wi]]i:inj 
Allen,  a  Robert  Steven,  forget  the  cause  of  general  edu- 
cation? Ko.  The  mcu  who,  for  a  long  series  of  years,  have 
administered  the  affairs  of  tlie  Bible  Society,  were  never  in- 
different to,  or  unmindful  of,  other  interests  and  other 
claims.  They  were  among  the  foremost  and  moat  promi- 
nent in  every  enterprise  of  benevolence  and  Cliristian  charity  j 
but,  in  the  Bible  Society,  they  were  men  of  one  purpose,  of 
one  aim,  emphatically  "  men  of  one  Book."  It  was  as  if  this 
sentence  had  been  continually  held  up  to  them  when  sitting  at 
the  Board  of  deliberation,  "  Let  thine  eye  be  single:"  and  was 
not  the  course  thus  pursued,  their  wisdom,  as  well  as  their 
duty  J  has  it  not,  under  God,  mainly  contributed  to  the  safety, 
stability,  and  prosperity  of  the  Institution  i*  If  tliose  at 
the  hehn  had  steered  with  a  wavering  hand,  who  can  say 
whither  the  vessel  might  not  have  been  drifted  ? 

The  other  leading  principle,  carefully  kept  in  view,  and 
sedulously  acted  n[K)i],  in  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  tlie 
S(»eiety,  ha-i  been  that  of  catholicity — -pTacUcal  calhfd'tcitif. 
There  is  no  duubt  that  the  Society  was  constructed  with  a 
view  to  enlarged  confederation.  For  tliia  purpose  its  olijcct 
was  simplified,  and  made  one;  for  this  purpose  its  funda- 
mental laws  were  bo  franied*  as  to  admit  of  the  co-workinc  of 
uU  who  should  be  friendly  to  tliat  one  object  "Compre- 
hension without  compromise"  may  he  said  Xa  have  been  its 
niutto;  and  as  compromise  was  never  to  be  admitted,  so  com- 
prehension was  never  to  be  lust  sight  utl     As  lis  basis  and 
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constituti'on  \yqvv  cntliolic,  such  alao  was  its  nile  uf  opcr/ition 
to  ijc* 

In  itccordancc  witli  these  views,  those  to  wliom  tbo  ad- 
miiiisti'fltion  of  the  Society's  ajfaira  has  been  entrusted^  have 
ever  sought,  not  on^y  to  preserve  its  catholicity  intact,  bnt 
also  to  render  it  prgminent— a  thing  not  to  he  encroached 
upon,  an  the  one  hand ;  and  on  the  other  liand^  not  to  he  con- 
cealed or  disowned. 

And  thej"  have  thus  acted,  tinder  the  firm  and  full  con- 
viction, first,  that  the  catholicity  tlms  set  forth,  and  to  he 
contended  for,  is  in  it&elf  legitimate  and  right.^^ — and  secondly, 
that  this  catholic  comprehenaivonoss,  in  constitution  and  action, 
is  indispensable  to  the  fall  working  out  of  the  Society^s  de- 
flijirr),  Notliinp  latitudinarian  is  implied  in  the  fellowship  of  the 
Society,  rightly  understood ;  for  he  who  joins  it  renounces 
nothing,  and  he  commits  himself  to  nothing  beyond  tho 
s.iinple  circulation  of  the  Scvijitiires.  Nothing  less  tljan  such 
a  coniprehejiaion  is.  sufficient;  for  the  work  of  the  Society  is 
great ;  the  union  of  all  is  demanded— of  all  parties,  jiersuaalona, 
coniniunlons,  by  whom  tlie  Bible  is  revered;  and  the  combined 
action  of  all  is  little  enough  for  the  great  end  contemplated. 
Acting,  therefore,  under  the  conviction  that  catholicity  Is  both 
praiseworthy  and  most  important,  the  conductors  of  the  Society 
have  done  thuir  best  to  administer  faitlifuUy,  in  accordance 
with  tiiia  grand  principle. 

Hence  the  resistance  to  every  attempt  to  alter  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  Society  J  the  most  considerable  of  which  was  that 
made  about  the  year  1830,  by  those  jtarties  who  afterwanla 
instituted  and  organized  the  Trinitarian  Bible  Society,  This, 
as  will  he  recollected,  mnsisted  In  an  eflort,  pi-olonged  luid 
strenuous,  to  establish  a  doctrinal  test,  with  a  view  to 
the  exclusion  of  certain  specified  parties,  and  as  an  essential 
prelimuiary  to  the  introduction  of  a  united  devotional  exer- 
cise. This  attempt  was  resistwl  on  the  ground  of  its  striking 
at  the  Society's  catholicity. 

Hence,  also,  a  sliiiihir  i-OKialance  to  every  attempt  to  evade 
(so  to  express  it)  the  cons^titution  of  tlie  Society  j  as  when  the 
pi-ojiosal  was  made  and  urged,  at  the  i»eriod  of  the  Ajh)- 
eryphal  c«nitroversy»  that  the  Society  should  entirely  withdraw 
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from  all  its  continental  alliances,  and  ahouM  carry  on  no  part 
of  its  foreign  work  except  through  the  medium  of  evangelical 
Protestantism ;  and  as  when,  at  different  times,  iuid  in  dif- 
ferent pkces  at  home,  plans  of  sectional  action  have  been  sug- 
gested, which,  leaving  uutoudicd  the  Parent  Society  itself, 
should  yet,  beyond  its  immediate  limits,  allow  Churchmen  to 
act  without  Dissenters,  and  Dissenters  without  Churchrnen, 
bv  the  formation  of  separate  Associations,  and  the  institution 
of  sepai'atc  funds.  Now  all  such  proposals  and  plans  have 
been  discountenanced,  on  the  ground  of  their  beiii^  a  vir- 
tual depai-ture  from  tlie  Society's  catholicity.  Individual  and 
conrrregational  aid  has  indeed  been  gratefidly  received  from 
any  quarter,  but  no  associated  eftbrt  has  been  acknowledged 
and  treated  as,  strictly  speaking,  auAiliaryj,  in  which  the 
principle  of  comprehension  has  not  Leen,  in  theory  at  least^ 
required  and  provided  for.  This  has  arisen,  not  from  tho 
absence,  or  the:  underrating,  of  conBcientioufl  differences  and 
preferences  on  the  part  of  the  administrators  of  the  Society ;  by 
no  means ;  hut,  it  may  be  repeated — from  the  deep  convjctiou 
that  the  catholicity  of  the  Society  la  at  once  its  sti'cn^th  and 
efficiency,  as  well  as  its  glory;  that  the  elements  of  which 
this  catholicity  is  composed,  might  be  much  more  easily 
scattered  thau  brought  hack  again ;  and  that  whatever  incon- 
Teniencea  may  at  times  have  resulted,  the  union  whic}i  tho 
Society  sanctions  is  too  valuable  in  itself,  and  has  Ijeen  pro- 
ductive of  U\n  much  that  ig  good  and  pleasant,  to  alJow  of  its 
being  deUberately  ilisturbcd  or  declined. 

riflving  thus  glanced  at  some  of  the  leading  principles  of 
llie  Society 's  adiimiistration,  let  us  now  look  at  the  work  of 
administration  itself.  Nottiing,  it  mi^lit  be  thoughtj  could 
be  easier  or  more  simple  than  ta  administer  the  aflairs 
of  a  Society  whose  object  is  so  dearly  defined,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  so  limited.  It  baa  only  to  "  circulate  more 
widely  the  Holy  Scriptures  without  note  or  comment.*'  This 
is  its  sole  business  and  work.  What  room  is  there  here  for 
complexity  or  dHEculty?    Let  us  see. 

We  need  not  now  speak  of  the  measures  required  to  keep 
up  an  interest  in  favour  of  the  Society,  to  maintain  its 
efticiency,  aud  replenish  its  funds ;  though  it  may  be  readily 
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supposed  tlmt  iii  tliis,  mach  thunglit,  and  caret  ^od  practical 
wisdom  ai'e  needed. 

Let  ua  restrict  our  attention  to  the  dislinctivQ  and  proi>er 
work  of  t]ie  Socitfty- — the  circulating  of  the  Holy  Scriptiirtia, 
Tills  work  consists  of  two  parts — the  providing  the  Imoks 
for  circulation,  and  tlieif  actual  distribution  wlien  thus  pre- 

pared^ 

It  is  evident  thnt  the  books  must  be  provided  before  they 
could  bo  distributed ;  and  iu  this  preparative  workj  much  of 
adnxmistrative  resjiousibiiity  is  iuvolved* 

find  the  English  Suriptures  only,  been  called  for^  the  task 
would  have  been  comparatively  easy ;  for  all  parties  had 
agreed  in  the  uae  of  the  authorised  Eiigttah  version,  and 
the  authorised  printers  were  ready  to  supply  them  according 
to  order.  The  cliief  practical  difficulty  here,  arose  from 
tho  demand  bchig  much  greater  than  the  two  Universities 
(the  authorised  IVliiters,)  were  prepared  to  meet.  But  this 
obstacle,  we  have  seen,  was  overcome  hy  the  Kiug^s  Printer 
being  induced  to  embark  largely  in  the  work,  and  all  the 
parties  conciUTing  in  increasing  tlieir  moans  of  production. 
Still  much  remained  to  be  done  in  improving  the  quality  of 
the  books,  as  well  as  reducing  their  cost;  and  any  one  who 
will  take  the  trouble  of  com[(aring  the  English  Scriptures  at 
present  issued  by  the  Society,  witli  those  which  were  in  use 
at  Ml  early  period  of  its  existence,  whetlier  as  regards  pa|>er, 
printing,  or  binding,  will  be  convinced  that  great  paius  must 
have  been  talten  to  procure  such  a  result;  and  it  is  but  due 
to  those  gentlemen  who,  as  a  Sul>-Committee,  took  charge 
of  this  part  of  the  Society's  work,  and  especially  to  the  De- 
positary, who  for  many  years  acted  under  them,  to  say,  that 
no  small  part  of  the  credit  of  tliia  marvellous  improvement 
belongs  to  them. 

But  the  Society  had  not  to  travel  beyond  tlie  boundaries 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  to  find  that  the  Scriptures  in  otlier 
languages  besides  the  Knglish,  wore  required.  There 
were  the  Welsh,  the  Gaelic,  the  Irish,  the  Manx,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  French  for  the  Channel  Islands;  in  all  these 
languages  the  Scriptures  had  to  be  provided,  and  iu  none  of 
them  was  there  a  version  of  equal  autlioritj'  with  the  English,  or 
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witli  an  authority  for  its  use  eit  an  equal  dei^'t'c  known 
anddolini^d.  It  will  be  recollected, that  one  of  the  eai'lifst  contro- 
versies in  which  the  Society  was  engaged,  related  to  tlie  text  of 
the  Welsh  Scriptures,  and  it  rer]uired  all  the  tact  and  jn'udcnce 
of  the  President,  and  others  of  the  Directors,  to  get  the  matter 
anuL'ablj  adjusted.  There  -vras  less  difficulty  with  the  other 
versions  named;  but  even  with  respect  to  these,  much  cor- 
respondence had  to  be  earned  on  with  different  parties,  nnd  it 
was  long  before  the  measure  of  printing  the  L-Jsh  Scrii>- 
tures  at  all,  could  he  brought  to  hear. 

Then  arose  the  question  of  providing  the  Smpturcs  in 
foreign  Uuguages,  and  the  complexity  and  difficulty  bGcame 
greatly  increased.  Inmost  of  the  principal  languages  of  Eurojw, 
translations  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures  were  found  to  exist ;  In 
many  of  them,  more  than  oue  versiouj  as  in  the  French, 
the  German,  the  Italian,  the  Spanish,  the  Portuguese ;  lu 
some  of  theni,  several  versions.  "Were  these  versions  to  by 
printed  indiscriminately,  or  was  a  selection  to  be  made  ?  If 
selected,  by  whom  and  on  what  principle  ?  Then,  again,  somu 
of  them  were  Protestant  versions,  and  some  were  by  Iloniaii 
Catholics.  The  Society  thought  only,  at  first,  of  piintinj^  Pro- 
testant versions  j  but  it  was  soon  found  that  Roman  Catholics 
preferred,  as  was  natural,  versions  made  by  membei-s  uf  their 
own  communioTu  Kor  was  this  always  a  mere  matter  of  pre- 
ference. Ecclesiastical  authority,  perhaps,  had  spoken  both  on 
the  one  side,  and  the  other,  and  sometimes  the  civil  authority 
too.  If  it  had  been  I'uled  that  the  best  only,  according  tu  iiitrinsic 
merit,  should  be  taken, — how  was  this  to  be  detennined?- — and 
even  if  settled  to  its  aatisfactioa  by  the  Society  at  home,  how 
were  foreimi  Churches  to  he  brought  to  yield  to  what  would  be, 
to  them,  a  foreign  decision?  As  to  altering  and  mnendiitg 
any  other  versions*  or  suhatitutuig  new  ones  iu  their  place, 
the  Society  was  formed  for  no  such  purpose,  nor  was  it  con- 
stituted witli  a  view  to  auch  services;  neither  had  it  an 
apparatus  at  hand  for  such  work. 

The  course  which  the  Society  actiially  did  adopt,  has  been 
already  stated  and  explained ;  but  it  T>vas  a  course  adopted 
only  as  the  result  of  much  anxious  deliberation  and  inquiry ; 
and  Gvcm,  after  long  and  snccessful  axperuueut,  it  has  had  to 


BRITISH  AXD  FOREIGN  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 


279 


be  maintained  in  the  face  of  opposition,  and  obloiiuy,  alid  aiis- 
apprehenaion. 

But  the  complexity  and  tlie  ditificulty  became  greater  still, 
when  the  ScriptureSj  if  circulati'd  at  all,  liad  to  be  provided  in 
languages  in  which  no  version  whatever  existed,  or  existed 
only  in  fragments  or  portions.  Such  wa3  the  case  with  some 
even  of  the  Continentil  vernacular  languages ;  such  as  tlie 
Modern-Greek,  the  Turkish,  that  of  some  of  the  Turkish 
provinces  (Wallachia,  Bulgaria,  &c»),  as  well  as  that  of  several 
of  the  mare  northern  tribes  of  Europe  and  i\^ia.  Such  was 
atill  further  the  case  in  more  distant  parts  of  the  eai'th, 
where  commercial  or  scientific  enterprise,  or  the  efforts  of 
zealous  and  devoted  Christian  Missionaries,  were  bringing  to 
light  new,  and  strange,  and  uncouth  lan^ages,  some  of  which 
had  to  be  first  constructed  and  written,  as  well  as  acquired, 
before  any  translation  could  be  made.  Here,  of  course,  the 
Society  liad  to  be  indebted  to  others  for  the  prosecution 
of  this  part  of  the  work.  ParticnJarly  does  it  owe  to  the 
labours  of  the  excellent,  self-denying,  and,  in  many  instances, 
very  learned  Miasionaries,  of  the  ditFerent  Missionary  So- 
cietieSj  the  opportunities  and  means  of  mtroducing  the 
Scriptures  into  Heathen  and  Mahomedaii  countries.  The 
character  and  value  of  the  versions  thus  obtained  had  to  he 
tested  In  such  wise  as  was  practicable ;  and  much  vigilance^ 
and  care*  and  caution  had  to  be  exercised.  Tliis  most 
important  department  of  the  Society's  administrative  work,  has 
been  diligently  and  minutely  watched  over  by  a  standing 
Sub-Committee,  assisted  for  many  years  by  a  learned  and  com- 
petent Superintendent.  The  variety  and  amount  of  labour^ 
uf  thought,  of  anxiety,  connected  witii  this  part  of  the  Society's 
operations,  ia  not  easily  to  be  conceived ;  some  idea,  however, 
may  he  formed  of  the  time  and  attention  demanded,  from  the 
fact  that  the  Society  has  printed  the  Scripturesj  in  whole  or 
in  part,  or  has  promoted,  directly  or  indirectly,  the  translating, 
and  printing,  or  distributing  of  them,  in  152  languages  and 
dialects.*  The  number  of  versions  (for  in  some  languages 
there  are  more  than  one  version)  is  179.  Of  these,  125  are 
translations  never  before  printed. 

•  Since  increased  to  150.     Bee  AppeatUi  I.  Note  6. 
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Having  thus  reviewed  some  of  the  leading  pi-inciples 
cliief  features  of  tlie  Society's  administration,  it  may  not  be 
uninteresting  to  furnish  some  notice  of  the  admiiiistrators  thera- 
selvesj  wliose  services  (entirely  gratuitous,  with  the  esception 
of  tlie  Secretaries  and  their  Assistants,)  have  contrib^ited  to 
place  the  Society  under  tlie  deepest  and  most  eiiduriog 
obligation. 

In  the  first  place  we  have  to  name  the  successive  Presidents 
of  the  Institution*  Lord  Teignraoulh,  Lord  Bexley,  and  noiv, 
the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury.  The  part  which  Lord  Teignmouth 
took  in  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Society  was  by 
no  means  merely  nojniiial  and  formal.  As  far  as  health  per- 
mitted, he  waa  a  regular  attendant  at  the  meetings  of  the 
Committee  aud  of  the  principal  Sub-Committees*  where  by  hia 
liigli  official  experience,  as  well  as  hia  dignified  urbanity,  he 
contributed  not  a  little  to  the  orderly  and  efficient  conduct 
of  business.  He  largely  acquainted  himself,  also,  with  the 
details  of  the  Society's  coiTcspondence,  frequently  charging 
himself  with  its  more  important  oiScial  communications.  The 
deep  mtereat  ho  took  in  the  Society's  transactions,  and  liig 
studied  acquaintance  with  tliem,  may  be  further  judged  of  by 
the  fact,  tliat  the  earlier  Annual  Reports  of  the  Society  were 
drawn  up  by  His  Lordship's  own  pen. 

Lord  Beidey  shared  largely  in  the  qualifications  of  his 
distinguished  predecessor :  like  him,  he  devoted  much  time 
aud  personal  attention  to  the  business  of  the  Society,  both 
before  he  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  President,  as  well  as 
afterwards.  He,  too,  brouglit  with  him  an  amount  of  tlie 
highest  official  talent  and  experience,  such  as  rendered  his 
presence  in  the  Society's  coiiuseh  (and  irom  these  he  was 
rarely  absent,)  peculiarly  important  and  valuable. 

Of  the  present  noble  President  it  is  only  necessary  to  say, 
that  the  Society  found  him  pre-occupied  with  multitudinous 
claims,  and  therefore  liad  no  right  to  expect  from  him  more 
than  a  limited  share  in  its  administration.  On  all  matters 
of  graver  importance,  however,  it  has  enjoyed  the  benefit  of 
Ills  judgment,  experience,  and  influence. 

It  waa  not  to  be  looked  for,  that  the  Vice-Presidents  of 
the  Society,  who  lent  to   it  the  sanction  of  their  name  and 
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general  patronage,  should  lake  any  very  active  part  perso- 
nalJy  in  the  adniiniatration  of  its  affaii's.  Several  of  tliem  have 
been  accustomed  occasionally  to  attend  the  sittings  of  the 
Comnuttee,  and  to  aid  in  its  deliberations  and  decisions. 
Others  have  rendered  willing  and  vuluable  service  in  tlie  way 
of  advice  and  connselt  when  appealed  to  by  the  officers  of  the 
Society,  or  called  together  for  consultation>  on  points  of 
pressing  and  pecntiar  interest,  or  at  periods  of  grave  emer- 
gency. It  was  thus  that,  in  its  early  days,  Bishop  Porteus 
served  the  Society,  through  the  ready  access  to  him,  which 
Mr.  Owen  enjoyed  as  His  Lordship^s  chaplain.  It  is  thus,  also, 
that  in  later  times,  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury^ 
and  hia  brother,  the  Bishop  of  Winchester,  and  others  of  the 
episcopal  bench,  have  much  befriended  the  Institution.  Nor 
have  the  Lay  Vice-PrEsidenta  been  wanting  in  this  respect: 
many  noble  and  honourable  names  might  here  be  brought  for- 
ward. It  may  be  sufficient  to  mention  those  of  the  Earl  of 
llarrowby,  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Glenelg,  Sir  T.  Dyke  Acland, 
and  Sir  Robert  H,  Inglis. 

The  office  of  Treasurer  has  been  hononrably  filled  by  the 
two  highly  respected  gentlemen,  who,  in  succession,  have 
been  elected  to  tliat  important  trust,  by  the  annoal  suflrage  of 
the  assembled  constituency. 

But  it  is  the  elected  Committee — the  six-and-thirty  Lay 
Gentlemen,  appointed  from  year  to  year  to  transact  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Society,  on  whom  the  responsibility  of  its  admi- 
nlstratton  chiefly  devolves.  Great  is  the  confidence  reposed 
in  the  Committee  by  the  laws  of  the  Institution.  They  have 
not  only  to  superintend  all  the  business  of  the  Society,  6nan- 
cial,  commercial,  and  literary;  but  with  them  also  rests  the 
appointment  of  all  officers,  except  the  Ti-easurer,  together 
with  the  selection  and  procuring  of  suitable  patronage,,  and 
the  sole  right  of  calling  special  General  Meetings.  It  aviII  be 
evident,  that  the  duties  here  involved  are  of  no  common  oi-der. 
To  the  manner  in  which  tliose  duties  have  been  discharged, 
let  the  history  of  the  Society  bear  witness. 

Seldom  have  any  body  of  men,  engaged  in  an  enterprise  of 
pure  benevolence,  had  a  more  onerous  or  di^cnlt  task  to  per- 
form.   For,  as  has  been  shown,  though  the  object  of  the  So- 
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ciety  is  so  simple,  yet  its  operations  are  exceedingly  varied 
and  difi'usej  demanding  at  all  tunes  n  large  amount  of  minute 
and  laborious  attention-  Besides  whicK,  ever  and  anon,  ques- 
tions liave  amen,  and  have  had  to  be  discussed  and  determined, 
of  great  interest  as  affecting  the  rights,  claims,  and  wants  of 
individuals  and  communities ;  questions,  not  only  admitting 
of  a  diversity  of  opinion,  but  on  which  diverse  opinions  have 
been  earnestly  and  strongly  expressed,  and  diverse  modes  of 
action  vehemently  contended  for*  And  these  differences  have 
not  always  been  between  the  finends  of  the  Society  and  its 
opponents,  but  sometimes  also  among  its  ovra  constituents  and 
supporters.  In  the  midst  of  these  conflicts  and  contentions, 
the  Committee  had  to  choose  its  path. 

Nor  Las  the  CoTnraittee  escaped  animadversion,  in  carrying 
out  its  con\'ictions  and  decisions.  Its  conduct  has  been  severely 
scrutinized,  its  motives  impugned  and  condemned.  There  have 
been  [teriods  in  its  history,  when  it  has  been  assaulted  with  an 
asperity  approaching  to  virnlence ;  and  to  have  jndged  of  its 
character  from  the  representations  of  its  assailants  in  some 
quarters,  one  must  have  supposed  that  a  body  of  men  more  m- 
competent  and  faithless  could  scarcely  have  been  selected.  In 
the  midst  of  all  this,  the  Committee,  the  chief  administrators 
of  tlie  Society's  affairs,  held  on  their  way ;  not  pretending  to 
infallibility  in  their  judgment  or  actions;  not  refusing,  ui  all 
cases,  to  alter  or  cancel  their  decisions  ;  but  declining  to  enter 
into  controversy  on  their  own  behalf,  and  steadily  intent  on  the 
business  to  which  they  were  appointed,  and  which  has  always 
made  a  sufficient  demand  on  their  time,  and  thought,  and  dili- 
gent attention. 

Indeed,  when  it  is  considered  of  whom  the  Committee  has 
principally  consisted, — men  of  business,  merchants,  bankers^ 
professional  men, — men  for  the  most  part  full  of  engagements, — 
it  ia  surprising  how  regular  and  how  large,  in  must  instances, 
the  attendance  of  its  Inembers  has  been  ;  outdone,  perhaps,  in 
this  respect,  by  no  other  Benevolent  Institution-  What  hours 
upon  hours  have  been  spent,  not  only  in  the  meetings  of  Com- 
mittee, but  still  more  ia  the  numerous  Sub-Committees,  oc- 
curring with  seldom  more  than  the  interval  of  a  week,  some- 
times of  only  a  few  days.     It  must  have  been  no  slight  esti- 
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niivto  of  tilt!  iniptii'tAncc  of  the  object  and  tbo  work,  tha.t.  could 
c'oiniimnd  such  an  amount  of  jiatlcnt,  labul'ious,  costly,  and 
grutuitous  self-devotion. 

The  retirement  of  one-fourth  of  the  elected  Committee  every 
year,  as  recjuired  by  tlic  Laws  of  the  Society,  hua  exposed  it 
to  continual  changes.  Some  gontlemeii,  however,  by  the  re- 
gularity of  tjjeir  attendance,  have  eitiier  kept  their  jilrtceSj  or, 
after  an  interval,  hitve  resumed  thenij  so  as,  on  the  whale,  to 
have  given  their  services  to  the  Society  for  ten,  twenty,  thirty 
yeai'a;  and,  in  one  instance,  that  of  Samuel  Mills,  Esq.,  the 
oftit-e  of  Committee-member  was  nn interruptedly  sustained, 
and  houourahly  and  usefully  discharged^  for  a  period  of  fortj- 
^tliree  years,  dating  from  the  institution  of  the  Society,  in  which, 
'■as  will  be  recollected,  he  took  an  imixirtant  part 

Not  less  worthy  of  record,  is  the  degree  in  which  the  spirit 
of  unanimity  has  pervaded  the  coonaela  and  decisions  of  the 
Committee.  Where  free  and  independent  tliought  prevails, 
there  will  needs  be  some  diiJerencea  of  opinion,  and  tliia  has 
^►t  failed  to  show  itself  in  many  matters  of  detail;  but  on  all 
the  most  unportant  points  of  the  Society's  administration,  tlie 
Committee  have  been  singularly  found,  or  brought  to  be  of 
**  one  mind  :"  and  if  some  fare  iitataneea  to  the  contrary  may 
have  occurred,  tJicy  have  not,  it  is  believed,  in  any  case  pro- 
duced a  disunion  or  alienation  of  heart.  The  feeling  of 
rospcctftd  and  brotherly  friendliness,  which  has  ever  presided 
among  the  members  of  the  elected  Committee,  has  been  justly 
tlic  cause  of  much  thajikfnlnesg. 

This  is  3tiU  tlie  more  remarkable  and  pleasing,  %vhen  it  is 
bonie  in  mind  that  the  Committee  is  drawn  from  varions  de- 
partments or  sections  of  the  Christian  community,  among 
whom  not  unimportant  differences  are  known  to  exist.  Gea- 
tlemen  sincerely  and  zeidoualy  attached  to  their  distinctive 
l)ceuliaiitie5j  have  met  together  in  the  conned  chamber,  as  well 
as  on  the  platform  of  the  Bible  Society;  yet  so  little  have 
these  pecQliantics  been  allowed  to  intrude,  that,  except  where 
externally  indicated — as  in  tlie  case  of  members  of  the  Society 
of  Friends^atraiigers  would  rarely  indeed  be  made  aware  of 
their  existence ;  and  instances  have  actually  occurred  of  gen- 
tlemen who  have  sat  together,  and  delibei'ated  together  on  the 
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CoraniitteR  for  years,  who  have  been  Euddenly  surprised  byj 
tlie  discovery  that  they  wore  not  members  of  thti  same  re-. 
ligious  communion.     This  is  doubtksSj  under  God,  in  groat 
part  to  be  attributed,  to  the  resoluteness  with  wliicli  the  ainiple 
object  and  busineas  of  the  Society  have  bi2en  kept  in  view,  to 
the  exclusion  of  all  extraneous  matter. 

The  courtesy  of  the  Committee,  no  less  than  the  privilege 
granted  to  them  by  law,  has  led  to  the  Secretaries  of  tlio 
Society  taking  a  very  active  and  prominent  part  in  its  ad- 
ministration. Since  they  have  been  in  receipt  of  an  annual 
stipend,  as  well  as  when  their  Bervices  were  gratuitous^ 
they  Imvo  always  been  placed  on  an  erj^ual  footing  with  the 
other  membera  at  tlie  board  of  Directors,  and  have  been 
allowed  to  take  their  full  share  in  its  deliberations  and  dis- 
cussions ;  nor  lias  there  ever  been  wanting  on  urbane  and  re- 
spectful treatment  of  their  opinions. 

But  it  is,  of  course,  in  the  executive  department,  thai  tbe 
services  of  tlie  Secretaries  have  chiefly  been  called  for  and 
rendered,  in  carrying  out,  by  corresijondence  or  otherwise,  tho 
resolutions  and  duoreea  of  the  Committee,  in  suixirintcnding 
geuerfdly  the  Society's  work,  and  watching  over  its  interests, 
Ou  them,  too,  it  has  in  no  small  degree  devolved,  especially 
in  tlie  earlier  periods  of  the  Society's  history,  to  advocate  its 
claims  at  Public  Meetings,  and  to  explain  and  defend  its  prin- 
ciples. The  responsibility  involved  in  tliesa  various  branches 
of  service  has  been  grent,  and  the  j>ersonul  amount  of  thought, 
anxiety,  and  labour  not  inconsiderable.  The  three  Secretaries 
on  whom  this  responsibility  fii-at  rested,  Owen,  Hughes,  and 
Steinkopltj  were  eminently  fitted  for  the  task  assigned  thtm ; 
particularly  that  part  of  it,  which  consisted  in  bringing  out  and 
vindicating  the  claims  of  tlie  Society  before  the  public,  and  in 
awakening  attention  to  a  movement  which  was  then  a  com- 
parative novelty.  To  the  talent,  zeal,  and  success  of  these  gen- 
tlemen, the  early  records  of  the  Society  bear  ample  and  ho- 
nourable testimony.  Mr.  Brandram,  the  second  Clerical 
Secretary,  was  also  a  man  of  no  common  order.  Few  individuals 
ever  brought  into  tho  service  of  a  Public  Institution  a  larger 
sliare  of  constitutional  and  mental  energy,  or  of  steady,  un- 
tiling, jjerseverliig,  laborluus  effort.    The  writer,  who  for  seven- 
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teen  years  shnred  with  him  the  honours  nnd  toils  of  office, 
would  fuel  culpable  did  he  not  record  his  deep  aense  of  the 
ohligationa  of  tlie  Society  to  his  much-esteemed  colleague  and 
friend. 

While  tlius  advertmg  to  the  executive  administrfltion  of 
the  Society,  there  are  other  parties  who  ought  not  to  be  passed 
over  in  sHence.  The  Assistant- Secretaries  and  Dopositarics 
have  been  ever  found  keenly  alive  to  the  interests  of  the  In- 
stitution, and  have  promoted  those  interests  witJi  a  watchful- 
ness, earnestness,  and  fidelity,  which  no  consideration  of  mere 
pecuniary  emolument  could  have  commanded.  Much,  too,  has 
devolved  on  the  respective  Editorial  Superintendent*!,  whose 
labours,  little  known  to  the  public,  cannot  be  too  highly  ap- 
preciated. How  much  translations,  and  transktorsj  have  been 
indebted  to  these  labours  could  not  easily  be  told. 

We  must  also  mention,  as  among  the  most  useful  and 
efficient  of  the  Society's  officials^  its  formal  and  accre- 
dited Agents,  both  DDmcstie  and  Foreign.  The  value  of 
their  labours  comes  forth  in  every  page  of  the  Society's 
history.  They  have  chiefly  had  to  do  with  the  practical  part — 
the  workings  so  to  speak,  of  the  Society *s  adnimistratinn  ;  the 
actual  executing  and  carrying  oiit,  in  application  and  detail, 
of  those  schemes,  and  ]>]ans,  and  movements,  which  have  been 
suggested,  sanctioned,  and  resolved  on  by  the  deliberative 
wisdom  of  the  Directors. 

There  atill  remains  another  class  of  Agents  deserving  of  dis- 
tinct and  honourable  acknowledgement,  who,  though  not  strictly 
connected  with  the  Parent  Institution,  or  acting  under  its 
immediate  control,  yet  have  rendered  it  very  important,  and 
even  indispensable  service:  these  are  the  Officers,  Committees, 
and  Collectors  of  the  numerous  Au-^iliaries,  Branches,  and 
Associations  thtoughout  the  kingdom,  and  throughout  the 
world;  friends  of  the  cause,  who  have  voluntarily  chargetl 
tliemselves  with  duties,  and  zealously  devoted  themselves  to 
labours,  by  which  the  objects  and  interests  of  the  Society  have 
been  extensively  and  most  materially  promoted.  To  the  effi- 
cient and  constant  activity  of  these  Auxiliary  Agencies,  in 
truth,  the  Parent  Society  is  indebted  for  the  carrying  out  of 
its  design  in  the  circulation  of  the  Scriptures  throuirh  the  length 
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HOME,    and  breadth  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  for  that  steady  in- 
Ch-XVIIL  crease  of  its  resources,  by  which  it  has  been  enabled  to  carry 
—        on  its  extended  operations  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe. 

Nor  would  the  preceding  reference  to  gratuitous  and  hono- 
hononwT^    rary  services  be  complete,  if  some  notice  were  not  taken  of 
friends  of     the  valuable  and  very  acceptable  aid  rendered  to  the  cause  of 
^'  the  Society  by  numerous  Clergymen,  Dissenting  Ministers, 
and  Lay  Gentlemen,  who  have,  from  time  to  time,  some  of 
them  during  a  long  course  of  years,  attended  and  acted  as  re- 
presentatives of  the  Parent  Institution,  at  the  Public  Meetings 
of  Auxiliaries  and  Associations ;  in  many  instances,  also,  assist- 
ing in  the  formation  and  organization  of  new  Societies :  thus 
^ving  amplitude  and  energy  to   that  systematic  visitation 
which  has  contributed  so  greatly  to  the   Society's  success. 
There  has  been,  indeed,  a  combination  of  voluntary  effort  conse^ 
crated  to  the  service  of  the  Society,  or  rather  to  the  Bible 
cause  represented  by  it,  difficult  to  detail,  and  much  more  to 
estimate  in  its  full  amount  and  value. 

Such,  then,  have  been  some  of  the  agencies  and  means, 
the  appliances  and  instruments,  by  which  the  Society  has  been 
enabled  to  attempt,  and,  through  the  blessing  of  Almighty 
God,  to  achieve  so  much :  for  let  it  never  be  forgotten — 
least  of  all  by  the  friends  of  the  Bible — that  creatures  and 
instruments  are  that,  and  that  only,  which  God,  in  His  con- 
descension, wisdom,  and  mercy,  is  pleased  to  make  them. 
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PART  II. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  SOCIETY  IN  ITS  FOREIGN 
OPERATIONS, 


INTRODUCTORY   REMARKS. 

The  Whole  World  contemplated  in  theConstitution  and  Title  of  the 
Bible  Society — Correspondence  with  Foreign  Countries  com- 
menced at  once — China — First  application  for  Mohawk  ver- 
sion  —  Division  of  the  Foreign  Mi'torg  into  Five  Parts, 
EuropCf  Asiaf  ^c. — Varied  nature  of  the  operations  in  each. 

Hitherto  we  have  contemplated  the  Society  principally  FOREIGN. 
under  one  of  its  aspects,  as  a  British  Bible  Society.     After  Ihtrodoc- 
inquiring  into  its  origin,  we  have  traced  its  progress,  more      '^*°"' 
particularly  as  regards  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  thus  very  Reference 
much  confining  our  attention  to  what  may  be  strictly  called  cific  cha- 
the  domestic  history  of  the  Institution ;  a  very  important  part  ff'^'SJ,*'' 
of  its  history,  from  the  insight  it  has  given  into  the  dolibera-  ciety's 
tive  and  administrative  movements  of  the  Society,  the  prin-  jiirtorr. 
ciplcs  on  which  it  has  been  conducted,  the  opposition  it  has 
had  to  encounter,  the  conflicts  and  perils  through  which  it 
has  passed,  as  well  as  from  the  evidence  it  has  afforded  of 
the  necessity  and  value,  and  great  success,  of  the  Society's 
efforts  in  extending  the  benefit  of  the  possession  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures  amongst  all  classes  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

But   while    thus  following  the    course  of  the   Society  at 
home,  we  have  had  necessarily  and  frequently  to  glance  at 
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its  operatioua  abroad.  A  large  part  of  its  deliberations,  and 
many  of  its  acti%-c  home  mcaaureSj  havu  liiid  resjject  to  foreign 
countries,  or  to  foreigners  in  tliis  country ;  and  several  of  the 
controversies  wliich  have  shaken  the  Society  to  its  very  base, 
have  sprung  from,  and  been  connected  witb,  its  foreign  o]>cra- 
tions  and  relations*  It  was  not  possible,  therefore,  nor  was  it 
indeed  desirable,  to  keep  wholly  ont  of  view  its  character  as 
a  Foreign,  as  well  as  a.  British  Bible  Society. 

It  is  now,  however,  more  particularly  under  its  foreign 
aspect,  that  wc  proceed  to  contemplate  the  Society;  for  tbnugli 
Tve  have  still  to  do  with  it  as  a  British  Society*  inasmuch  a^ 
its  aeat  and  its  centime  is  in  Britain,  and  Its  principal  resources 
ai"e  dravra  from  British  benevolence,  it  is,  as  a  Bi'itish  Society, 
formed,  in  no  small  part,  for  the  benefit  of  foreign  countries, 
and  extending  Its  influence,  more  or  lesa,  over  the  world,  in 
accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  one  of  its  original  founders— 
**  Why  not  for  the  world  ?" — that  we  have  now  to  follow  its 
morcmeuts,  and  record  its  wide-spread  transactions* 

Scarcely  was  the  Society  formed — its  entire,  organization. 
Indeed,  was  not  completed — when  it  addressed  itself  to  the  re- 
sponsible task  it  had  assumed,,  of  providing  the  Scriptures  for 
foreign  coiuitries,  as  well  as  our  own.  It  was  on  the  9tb  of 
April  1804,  the  Society  having  been  in  existence  but  a  few 
weeks,  when  a  resolution  was  come  to,  to  inquire  as  to  the 
most  ready  and  eflFectual  meajis  of  obtaining  a  rcgniar  and 
competent  supply  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  the  English, 
Welsh,  and  Irish  languages ;  and  on  the  same  day,  it  was  de- 
termined immediately  ta  commence  a  foreign  correspondence, 
in  order  to  the  promotion  of  the  Society's  object  abroad ;  and 
steps  were  taken,  without  delay^  for  concerting  a  plan  of 
amicable  and  effective  communication  with  foreign  countries. 

While  thus  occupied,  circumstajicts  occurred  which  will 
bchoiKaftermore  fully  detailed,*  which  drew  the  attention  of 
the  Directors  to  the  consideration  of  China ;  and  though  the 
measurea  then  suggested  were  productive  of  no  immediate  gixxl 
effects,  they  formed  the  eai'liest  luik  in  that  chain  of  opera- 
tions which  has  since  been  extended  through  so  many  regions 
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of  the  East ;  whilst  it  h  a'fact  replete  with  mtorest,  eapficiaUy 
s&  eonnc'ctt'fl  with  the  extraordinary  niuveinciuts  since  made 
on  its  behalf,  that  tins  far  distant  empire,  then  so  little  known, 
should  have  been  the  first  to  introduce  its  claitn  to  the  rievvly- 
foi'med  Society — the  first  aniuug  all  the  fureigia  uatiuiis  of  tlie 
earth,  to  engage  iSs  apecifie  regard. 

The  attention  thus  early  drawn  to  the  subject  of  the  Chinese 
Scrijitures,  led  to  the  appointtiiont  of  a  Sub-CommitteCj  at  first 
denominated  the  "  China,"  and  afterwards,  more  generally,  the 
"  Oriental"  Sub-Committee^  wluch.  continued  to  exist,  by 
annual  appointment,  for  a  numbei"  of  yean?,  and  greatly  con- 
tributed to  the  order  smd  efficiency  of  the  Society's  labours  in 
the  East, 

It  was  under  the  dii'cction  of  this  Sul>^Committee  that, 
in  Jnly,  18(H,  a  correspondence  was  upeiU'd  with  gentfe- 
inen  in  India,  informing  tliem  of  the  establishment  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  and  requesting  tbeir  com- 
mnnicatioTis  respeeling  the  beat  means  of  promoting  the  objects 
of  the  Institution,  with  regard  to  the  Eastern  languages, 

Botbre  this,  however  (viz.  m  April  1804),  measuiTs  were 
taken  for  procuring  more  precise  infoniiation,  than  had  tlien 
been  obtained,  on  the  extent  to  which  Bibles  were  wanted  and 
sought  for  in  Switzerland,  Germany,  and  Denmark,  as  well  as 
in  other  parts  of  the  Continent, 

It  n:ay  be  interesting  to  specify  the  names  of  some  of  those 
parties,  to  whom  the  above  application  was  made,  and  whose 
correspondence  laid  the  basis  of  the  Society**9  operations  in 
Europe. 

These  individuals  were,  Mr.  Tobias  Kiealing,  a  merchant 
of  known  piety  and  philanthropy  in  Nuremberg;  the  Ilev, 
Dr.  Kiiapp,  Director  of  the  Orpiian  House  and  Canstem  Bible 
Institution  at  Halle,  in  Saxony;  Profeasor  Druck,  Libraiuau 
to  the  Elector(afterwards  King)  of  WUrtemberg;  tiie  Rev.  Dr. 
Hertzog,  first  Profe,ssor  of  Divinity  and  Librariim  at  Basle, 
jn  Switzerland ;  and  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Ball,  at  Copcn- 
hairen.  To  these  wefe  added  the  following  individuals  and 
Societies,  viz. ;  Professor  Young,  of  Heidelberg;  the  Rev. 
J.  J.  Hess,  the  Antistes  (or  Superior)  af  the  Zurich  Clergy; 
the  Rev.  Messrs.  Wyttenbach,  Falklieisen,and  Iliiber,  Clergy- 
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men  oi'distingiiislied  charattor  in  somig  oftlie  principal  towns 
ol"  SwitKerltiiid ;  tlio  Bjtsle  Religious  Society  (uf  wliicli  Mi*. 
Steinkopft'  lind  forniorly  been  Secri^tarj) ;  and  tlio  Fiilnien 
Society,  In  Dymnark,  having  lor  its  professed  ol»ject  "  to  extend 
the  inflnence  of  pure  and  vital  Cln^istianity  by  the  dispersion 
of  religious  tracts  in  DLrnniiirk  and  Norway."  Such  i-vere  tlie 
piirties  selected,  in  the  very  dawn  of  the  InBtitution,  as 
channels  of  communication  with  the  European  continent: 
it  1ms  been  presumed  tliat  the  reader  would  be  gratified  by 
seeing  them  distinctly  emitncrated,  as  ho  will  hereafter  find 
them  connected,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  with  the  most 
active  and  successful  of  the  Society's  proceedings  in  tliat  di- 
vision of  the  worldi 

It  was  also  at  this  early  period  tiiat  the  design  wna  con- 
ceived, of  holding  out  encouragement  to  the  formation  of  Bible 
Societies,  la  preference  to  granting  Immediate  relief  by  limited 
and  merely  temporary  supplies.  The  first  sum  voted  was 
£100,  to  oucoiu'nge  the  foiination  of  ft  Society  at  Nuremberg, 
for  tbe  benefit  of  Gfrmany,  wbii-h  event  took  place  on  the 
lOtli  of  May  1804.  Thus  speedily  did  the  Society  begin  to 
germinate  and  extend  Us  shoots  to  other  lands.  This  was  the 
first  Foreign  SociL'ty,  instituted  in  connection  with  the  Brltislt 
and  Foreign  BiUe  Society. 

Among  tJiG  earliest  comtininicationsj  elicited  by  the  Inquiries 
instituted  throughout  different  parts  of  the  coutinc^nC  of 
Europe,  was  one  which  atfi,r8t  excited  the  greatest  suspicion, 
but,  in  the  issue,  was  eminentlygratifyuig.  Tiiis  was  a  letter 
from  a  Roman  Cutbolie  Clergyman  in  Swabia,— tlie  first  indi- 
cation on  the  part  of  Roman  Catholics,  of  a  desire  to  co- 
operate in  tbe  distribution  of  the  Si'ripturcs,  and  which  opened 
a  way  for  that  connection  with  them,  which  afterwards  was 
cultivated  to  a  considerable  extent,  ^vith  mucli  harmony  aaad 
beneficial  ctfect.* 

The  correspondence  tlius  opened  witli  difiercnt  parts  of  the 
European  continent,  soon  elicited  infr>tmation  upon  the  subject 
to  which  it  was  directed,  and  brought  back  the  most  gra- 
tifying nssiu'anccs  of  approbation,  and  of  a  conlial  disposition 
to  co-operate  in  the  design  of  the  Institution. 

*  For  copious  extmcts  nf  tliis  letter  see  Owen,  Vul.  I.  p.  110',  lie. 
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Intelligence  of  this  nature  was  received  from  Nureiiiherg.fmm  FOREIGX, 
Stuttgart,  froiii  Stockliolni,  from  Berlin,  from  Ilollaiid;  but  it  IkthTlco- 
ia  rL'tnarkjiLle  how  littto  was  known  ill  some  of  these  tiouiitries      tjon. 
at  tliut  time,  as  the  reader  will  have  seen  was  the  case  also  in  cieneral 
our  owm,.  of  tho  real  state  of  the  people,  ns  to  tlie  want  of  the  Jgnomica 
Sacred   Scriptures.      Thus   correspimdi'iits    from   Stockholm  ^Jestitutloa 
(thfi  Society  pro  Fi^e  et  CkrUiiammm)  write  "that  owing  to  ^^^^1^""' 
th^  gnifious  and  paternal  care  of  the  Government  of  their 
country,  as  well  as  fronj  the  gospel  light  which  had  {generally 
spread  among  individiialfi,  no  want  existed  of  that  holy  Book, 
which  contains  in  it  the  fountain  of  all  knowhilge,  hriliginy 
salvation  and  producing  goodwill  among  men ;  and  moi'cover 
tliat  Bihies  iu   the  Finland  and  Lapland  Innguagcs  wero  eur- 
rently  printed  at  Stockholm,  and  distributed,  either  gratis  or 
at  reduced  prices,  by  Societies  formed  for  that  benevolent 
purpose."      And  a  minister  from  Holland  writes,  "  With  us 
there  is,  thank  God,  no  scarcity  of  Biblea."    These  gtatements, 
though    doubtless    believed    by    the    reporters     to    be    con- 
sciejitiously  exact,  strangely  contrast  with  the  real  facta  of  llio 
case,  as  will  be  seen  as  this  history  proce<?d5.     Tbotisands  and 
tens  of  thousand,'*  of  copies  of  the  Scriptures  have  since  been, 
and  up  to  this  time  are,  ye£u:Iy  required  for  the  supply  of  these 
very  countries. 

The  first  application  of  the  funds  of  the  Society  for  printing  Appliea- 
a  portion  of  the  Scriptures  in  a  foreign  langu;;ge,  under  its  own   Mo^a^^ 
immediate  directionj  was  m^tde  in  favour  of  the  Mohawk,  the  Version. 
language  of  one  of  the  North  American  tribes,  or  "  nations :" 
2O00  copies  of  St.  John's  Gospel,  in  Mobawk  and  English, 
were  at  this  time  ordered  to  press. 

A  circumstance  arose  in  the  course  of  this  transaction,  which  Fl'"  i\- 
afforded  the  conductors  of  the  Society  an  early  opportunity  of  of  the  So- 
brlnguig  their  principles  to   the   trial.     The  translatorj   de-  ^^'^Ey'srule, 
sirons  to  conciliate  the  attention  of  the  Mohawks,  and  prepare  "  Nhus 
their  minds  for   appreciating   the   treasure   with   which   the  ^^t,"-^' 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Suciety  had  supplied  them,  drew 
up   a   short  introductory  address   in   Mohawk  and   English, 
and,  without  consultation,  |irefixed  it  to  the  w^ork.     In  this 
state  six  copies  were  bound,  and  presented  as  specimens  of 
buiding  to  a  Sub-Conimittw,  whose  ■»flfice  it  was  to  superintend 
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thia  ctepai^tmeiit  of  the  Societjr's  service.  Immediately  upon 
the  discovery,  a  resolution  w:ia  passed  that  the  portion  which 
coutahied  the  introductoi'j  addrc;ss  shaiild  be  rcoaoTtd  frum  the 
copies  already  bound ;  and  that  it  siiould  in  no  caee  be  united 
with  the  text  in  such  copies  as  slioiild  hereafter  be  issued 
under  tlie  sanctiun  and  responsibilitj  of  the  Society,  As  the 
record  of  this  determination  evinced  the  promptitude  and 
firmnosa,  with  which  the  first  approach  to  deviation  from  the 
t'luidaniental  laws  of  the  Society  was  resisted,  it  may  be  satis- 
factory to  the  reader  to  see  the  terms  in  which  it  was  expressed. 

"  Au  Address  to  the  Six  Nations  having  been  written  by  the 
translator,  and  printed  uniformly  with  the  Gospel,  your  Sub- 
Committee  have  ordered  the  same  to  be  wholly  sopai'ated  from 
the  translation  of  the  Gospel,  and  not  in  any  instance  to  be 
bound  up  with  it;  it  being  incompatible  with  a  fundamental 
princii>le  of  this  lustitution  to  attach  to  the  Scriptures  any 
additional  matter  whatever." 

In  justice  to  the  translator  it  should  be  stated,  that  the  Ad- 
dress contained  iio  other  sentiments  than  those  wliich  every 
Christian  might  be  expected  to  approve :  tliere  was  throughout 
it  an  interestmg  simplicity,  characteristic  of  the  kindest  dis- 
position and  the  purest  principles. 

The  above  is  a  brief  sketch  of  the  manner  in  wHch  the 
field  of  foreign  operations  first  opened  itself  before  the  So- 
ciety. These  operations  became,  by  degrees,  uJid  not  slowly, 
so  multifarioiis  and  extensive,  that  in  order  to  a  distinct 
and  satisfactory  view  of  tliem,  it  will  be  necessary  to  Cuiisider 
them  in  parts  or  portions ;  and  as  the  iield  of  these  operation* 
is  the  Wui'ld,  no  better  mode  seems  to  present  itself,  in  fnllowing 
out  the  desic^i  of  this  history,  than  to  take  the  four  greatdl  visions 
of  the  earth  in  order — for  into  each  of  them  the  labours  of  the 
Society  have  more  or  less  extended — and  to  view  successively 
the  work  of  the  Society  in  Euroiie,  Asia^  Africa,  and  Amerii'a, 
loirether  with  those  immyrons  islands  and  countries  in  the 
Western  and  Southern  Oceans,  which  are  accustomed  to  be  in- 
cluded in  tJiis  general  and  popular  division. 

Of  these  four  gi-eat  divisions,  ElTfiOipE  will  be  found  to 
received  by  far  the  hir^'st  share  uf  the  Society *s  atteiil 
This  was  natui'al; — for  although  rnoKtofthe  countries  of  Eurojw 
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already  possessL-d  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  their  own  languages,  TORElGJf. 
and  iu  all  of  tlifiii  t!ie  Bible  is  more  or  less  professedly  held  in  isTKonin> 
respect,  yet  the  supply  of  the  Scriptures  was  found  to  Ite  sadly       ''"'"■ 
defectiva     It  is  projwsed  to  divide  tiie  history  of  the  Scx^'iety's  _ 
Irtl'uurs,  hi  that   jmrt  of  the   Cotitment  to  wLich  its  efturta 
hiue    been    chiefly   directed,    namely.  Central  and  Northurn 
Europe,  into  three  periods;    the  fii'st  extending  from  tlie 
ori<^in  of  the  Society  to  the  general  peace  in  1814;  tlie  next, 
from  the  latter  date  to  the  period  of  the  Apocryphal  eontrij- 
versy  ;  and  llie  third,  from  the  time  of  the  Aiiocryplfllt  con- 
trovL-rsy,  tbruu^h  tlie  remaining  period  of  twenty-five  years,  to 
wliich  this  history  extends.     The  conntries  in  the  Southern 
part  of  Europe,  inclmling  Spain,  Portugal,  Italy,  and  especially 
Greece,  will  become  the  subject  of  separate  and  continuous  con- 
sideration.   It  may  be  convenient  to  view  the  Turkish  provinces 
in  Eurajie,  in  connection  with  the  Turkish  empire  generally, 
and  with  all  those  operations  in  the  Turkish  dominions  which 
had  the  kIiui'cs  of  the  Mediteri'ajtean  for  their  base. 

Asia  is  chiefly  remarkable,  so  far  as  the  Bible  Society  is  Aaia. 
concerned*  for  the  large  number  of  new  tranalations,  effected 
into  its  numerous  laniruageg  and  dialects.  The  labour  and  the 
honour  of  these  li'anslations,  did  indeed  very  much  devolve  on 
otliei's;  but  the  Society  had  the  privilege  of  countenancing  and 
assisting  tbeae  versions  by  liberal  grants  of  money,  and  by 
afterwiu'da  printing  them  at  ita  own  cost,  and  circulating 
them  to  a  wide  extent  In  subsequent  years,  the  Society  has 
emulated  these  noble  eflforts  of  the  lirst  Translators^  by 
other  luidertakings  of  the  like  nature  in  India.  In  this 
department  of  the  work,  much  valuable  co-operation  has  been 
rendered  by  the  affiliated  Bible  Societies,  established  in  the 
different  Presidencies  in  British  India*  aiid  tho  adjacent  regions, 
whose  various  and  disinterested  labours  will  come  imdcr 
review  in  due  course.     China  will  present  a  history  of  ita  own. 

AmtiCA  contributes  least  towards  the  records  of  the  So-  Africa, 
ciety'a  work ;  yet  even  Africa  is  not  without  its  bright  and 
productive  spots.  The  western  coast  of  Africa  has  called  for, 
and  welcomed  many  grants  of  the  Sci'Iptures,  and  it  has  also 
furnished  several  interesting  specimens  of  new  translations. 
South  Africa,  in  each  of  these  respects,,  presents  an  equal,  if 
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FOREIGN,  not  greater cliiim  to  notice;  and  even  Eastern  Africa  lias  no 
been  altogether  barren  of  fruit. 

America  inaj  be  regjirdod  as  the  second  home  of  tlie  Bible 
Society,  Tlie  great  "  American  Bible  Society,"  established 
in  the  United  States^  witli  ita  nunierous  and  Importanl 
Brandies,  though  t-xliiUting  a  jierfectty  distinct  culture  an< 
growth,  yet  s[>raiig  urigiiULlIv  from  t!iu  Bi'ilish  Uible  Society 
and  while  now  rising  t«  an  honourable  and  not  unsuccessfu 
rivMlrVj  still  acknuwkxlges  and  daims  its  relationship  to  thi 
Parent  Institution.  The  Societies  in  British  North  Anit'i-ica, 
with  their  offshoots  in  the  provinces  in  every  direction,  a: 
more  strictly  connected  with  the  Institution  at  home,  ani 
mixed  up  witli  its  history.  • 

South  America,  throughout  its  wido  L-xtent,  presents  but ; 
olieerless  and  disappointing  retrospect.     It  lias  been  viaitet 
and  explored  again  and  again;  but  hitherto  the  results  to  be 
reporlEed,  as  it  regards  the  successful  distributiou  of  the  Scrj|: 
tnrea,  are  lamentably  small. 

The  islands  of  the  WE.STEEy  Ocean  will  supply  much  tliM 
is  interesting,  especially  as  connected  with  that   meiuorabi 
event,  the  Emancipation  of  the  Negroes, 

Ko  part  of  the  Society's  wide  sphere  of  labour,  will  be  found 
to  furnish  mare  that  is  gratifyini^  and  encouraging,  and  evein 
marvellous,  thaji  will  be  presijnted  by  the  progress  of  the 
Bible  among  the  clusters  of  beautiful  islands  in  the  Great 
Pacific  J  while  the  regions  of  Australia,  will  brijig  uji,  and 
close,  with  much  that  16  hopeful  and  enliveiiing,  the  extendt^d 
scene  wtiich  is  gradually  to  i>ass  before  us. 

Such  is  a  brief  outline  of  that  part  nf  the  work  on  whicU 
we  now  enter.  The  whole  narrative  can  be  hut  an  outline 
The  limits  assigned  to  it  will  not  admit  of  its  being  more  tliim 
a  sketch  of  the  wide,  and  crowded  field  of  operation,  that  is 
to  come  under  review.  Yet  even  such  a  sketch,  brief  ;uid 
imperfect  as  it  needs  must  be,  will  be  found  to  con[i\>i'v- 
hend  some  of  the  moat  reiuarkable  and  gracious  movements  of 
Providence  among  the  viU'ious  nations  of  the  enrtli  in  tbcsa 
latter  days.  How  great  an  honour  bestowed  upon  our  nativo 
coujitry,  tu  have  been,  in  any  degree,  instrumental  in  bringing 
these  events  to  ]iaAft  1 
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ARRANGEMENT  IN  RESPECT  TO  COUNTRIES  AND  TO 
DISTINCT  PERIODS. 


As   the   European   field  is  so  large,  comprehending  such  a  £XTROPE 
number  of  Kingdoms  and  Countries,  into  wliich  the  operations  of        — 
the  Society  were  introduced  and  multiplied,  it  has  been  judged  mwrt'in^ 
convenient  to  make  a  threefold  geographical  division  of  it,  vix.  ""ODtrie* 
into  Central,  Northern,  and  Southern  Europe,  as  follows : —      nods. 

Central  Europe — including  Germany,  Prussia,  Switzer- 
land, France,  Holland,  &c. 

Northern  Europe — including  Sweden,  Norway,  Denmark, 
Iceland,  Russia,  and  Finland,  &c. 

Southern  Europe — Spain,  Portugal,  Italy,  Greece,  with 
other  countries  bordering  on  the  Mediterranean. 

That  portion  of  the  history  of  the  Society's  operations, 
which  relates  to  Central  and  Northern  Europe,  we  propose  to 
review,  as  has  been  already  stated,  in  Three  Periods :  the  first 
extending  from  the  institution  of  the  Society  to  the  termination 
of  the  great  European  war,  a  period  of  about  ten  years — -ISCM 
to  1814;  the  second,  commencing  with  the  opening  of  the 
Continent  at  the  establishment  of  peace,  and  terminating  with 
the  issuing  of  the  Society's  Apocrypha  regulations,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  the  relation  of  the  Society  to  the  various 
Continental  Societies  was  changed  :  this  division  includes  a 
period  of  about  fifteen  years — from  1814  to  1829 ;  the  third. 
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EUROPE,  embracing  the  remaining  period  of  twenty-five  years — from 
1829  to  1854,  during  which  the  Society  carried  on  its  work  on 
the  Continent  chiefly  by  its  own  Separate  Agencies. 

It  may  not  be  foimd  practicable  to  adhere  very  rigidly  to 
this  sectional  view  of  the  work ;  the  operations  of  the  Society 
being  often  found  to  commingle,  and  to  include  different 
provinces  in  the  same  measures.  There  may,  however,  it  is 
conceived,  be  some  advantage  in  viewing  one  compartment 
at  a  time,  although  the  same  or  similar  transactions  may  have 
thus  to  pass  in  review  before  us  at  intervals  in  different 
countries. 


\ 
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CHAPTER  I. 

OPKRATI0X8  OP  THE  SOCIETY  FROM  ITS  INSTITUTION  TO 
THE  TERMINATION  OF  THE  GREAT  EUROPEAN  WAR. 

1804—1814. 


SECTION  I. 

CENTRAL  EUROPE. 

Difficult  communication  jcith  the  Continent. — Correspondence  with 
varioitu  places, — Bible  Societies  formed  at  Xfuremberg. — Alsace 
— MatisboH — Halle. —  Visit  of  Dr.  Steinkopff,  and  formation 
of  Societies  at  Baslcy  Zurich^  St.  Gall,  Stuttgart, — 
Grants  from  the  Society — h''ormathn  of  Societies  at  Frankfort 
— Altona — Prenburg, — Leander  Van  Ess. — Bible  Society  at 
Berlin — Royal  sanctiQn — Bohemian  Bible —  Capture  of  Derlin. 

The  political  state  of  Europe,  at  the  period  when  the  Bible  EUROPE. 
Society  was  instituted,  was  but  little  favourable  to  the  prose-    Q^tlr  I 
cution  of  its  benevolent  and  peaceful  operations.     The  war     iso-i-u. 
which    then  raged  over  the   greater  part  of  the   Continent,    Stct.  I. 
rendered    all    intercommunication    difficult    and   hazardous.    Cehtrai. 
Tliis  was  much  more  the  case,  as  it  regarded  our  own  country,       1804. 
from  the  rigidly  restrictive  and  exclusive  measures,  which  it  Commnni- 
was  the  aim  of  the  enemy  to  enforce  with  respect  to  Great  cation  with 
Britain  and  her  commerce.  tinent 

Yet,  notwithstanding  the  obstacles  which  presented  them-  di^cJ*! 
selves,   means   were  found,  as   has   been  already   stated,   of  yet 
opening  a  correspondence  with  the  friends  of  religion  in  dif-  Khiered. 
ferent  parts  of  the  Continent,  which  soon  led  to  the  adoption 
of  active  measures  for  promoting  the  Society's  object. 
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Tile  earliest  practical  rosult  of  the  aljovo  correspondence,  was 
tlie  estaltlislimeiit  of  a  Bible  Society  for  Germany  in  the  Im- 
perial city  of  Nuremberg,  on  the  10th  of  May  1S()4.  This, 
it  will  be  recolIccti?d,  waa  the  first  Bible  Society  instituted  in 
connection  with  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society ;  and 
one  of  its  first  acts,  was  to  put  to  press  an  edition  of  5000 
copies  of  a  Protestant  New  Testament  in  the  German  lan- 
guage* One  thousand  of  those  were,  hy  the  Parent  Society, 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  a  Roman  CatJio!ic  clergyman  in 
Swabia,  for  distributioDj  by  sale  or  gift,  among  the  Roman 
Catholics  in  Swabia  imd  Bavaria,  with  assurances  of  The  sin- 
cere disposition  uf  the  Society  to  alibrd  to  members  of  his 
communion  every  den;ree  of  aid,  consistent  with  the  principlea 
and  means  of  the  Inatitutiun.  The  sum  of  £100,  originally 
voted  to  the  Nuremberg  Society,  with  a  view  to  encourage  its 
tbmiation,  was,  in  the  following  year,  succeeded  by  a  grant  of 
£200,  in  aid  of  the  impression  of  the  entire  Bible.  After 
uliout  two  years  of  active  and  useful  labour,  this  Society  was 
transferred  to  Basic,  whicli  becauie  thenceforward,  for  a 
time,  the  principal  centre  of  operations  for  Germajiy  and  the 
neighbouring  countries. 

Among  the  earliest  continental  correspondents  of  the  Society, 
was  the  celebrated  Pastor  Oberlin,  minister  ora  parish  in  Alsace 
containing  five  villages^  and  embracing  a  niixi'd  religioua 
population  of  Roman  Catholics,  Lutherans,  Reformed,  and 
Baptists.  An  interestuig  letter  from  him,  given  at  length  by 
Mr.  Owen,*  relating  to  the  distribution  of  some  French  and  Ger-* 
man  Bibles,  which  he  had  been  enabled  to  purchase  with 
funds  supplied  from  England,  shows  with  what  hearty  zeal 
this  eminent  servant  of  God  introduced  the  work  of  the 
Society  into  his  parish.  In  this  letter  he  gives  the  names,  and 
a  sketch  of  the  characters,  of  three  excellent  and  devoted 
females  in  Ids  parish^  whom  he  had  selected  to  receive  a 
present  of  tlie  fii"st  Bibles  distributed. 

Tlie  zeal  of  some  enlightened  Roman  Catholics  at  Ratisboa 
having  been  excited  by  tlie  pi-oceediiigs  of  the  Protestants  at 
Niuremberg,  they  proceeded  to  establish  a  Bible  Society  in 
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tlieir  own  city,  under  tlie  direction  of  Regons  "Wittman,*  EUROPE 
Director  of  tlie  Ecclesiastical  Seminary  in  that  ijlace.  It  was 
supported  by  the  contributions  of  liomon  CatboUcs,  and  was 
formed  for  the  express  purpose  of  printing  and  circulating  the 
New  Testament  among  the  ]wor  of  the  Romish  persuasion,  tiiou- 
Bands  uf  whom  had  never  before  bad  an  opportunity  of  reading 
the  Sci'iptures.  The  copy  employed  by  tlicm  was  Schwarzel's 
translation,  without  any  commentary ;  a  translation  represented 
as  having  lieen  "favourably  received,  even  by  Protestants 
themselves." 

It  was  immediately  after  the  formation  of  the  Ratlsbon  So- 
ciety, that  tbo  following  circumstance  occiuTcd.  The  Roman 
Catholic  clergyman  in  Swabia,  before  referred  to,  having 
had  voted  to  him  1000  copies  of  Protestant  Testaments,  then 
priuting  at  Nurcmbergj  applied  to  the  Nuremberg  Society  to 
have  those  copies  commuted  for  an  ecj^ual  number  of  CatlioUc 
Testaments  fixmi  Ratislmu.  The  proposal  was  at  first  com- 
plied with  by  the  above  Society^  but  was  afterwards  rescinded 
on  the  iDterference  of  some  friends  in  London,  who  were  fear- 
ful that  the  transaction  might  he  misapprehended,  and  were 
also  unwilling  to  commit  tlieinselTes  to  a  course  of  action 
which  they  had  not  liilly  considered.  They  therefore  united, 
in  their  private  capacity,  to  defray  the  charge  of  the  1000 
copies. 

The  RatJelton  Society  was  active  in  its  labours  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  period  now  under  review.  Being  aii  inde- 
pendent Institution,  its  proceedings  do  not  occupy  a  large 
space  in  the  records  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society, 
It  appears,  however,  that  in  1812,  when  the  Foreign  Secretary 
visited  Ratisbon,  he  found  the  Society  had,  up  to  that  time, 
printed  four  or  five  editions  of  the  New  Testanjcnt,  and  bad 
disposed  of  27,500  copies,  of  which  it  was  stated  only  100  had 
been  gratuitously  bestowed. 

The  Report  of  the  Parent  Society  for  1814,  speaks  of  this 
"zealous  and   benevolent    Society  as  proceeding   with   great 

*  The  Director'^  Addrps^,  iasu«d  on  tliu  odcodon  to  Clirisdfuie  of  the 
Doman  Catholic  j>er3.uiiaiuii  lUronghuut  GeroiaDy,  is  found  in  Owen, 
vol,  i.  p.  173,  and  is  described  bv  him  as  "  peculiarly  ^^impte,  liberal,  and 
devout." 
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Spirit  in  printing  the  German  Testament,  which  meets  with  so 
rapid  a  sale,  that  the  Society  can  scarcely  keep  pa.ce  wltli  the 
eager  and  constantly  increasing  demands." 

In  1821,  the  Ratisbon  Society  -is  stated  to  have  printed 
60j000  copieS)  and  in  1822,  the  number  amounti-d  to  G5,000. 
After  this,  the  Institution  is  not  refen'eJ  to  in  the  Reports  of 
the  Parent  Society.  It  is  believed  that  it  has  long  since  been 
extinct. 

Wc  may  hero  introduce  some  notice  of  an  Institution  atlTaile, 
the  Canstein  Bible  Institution,  which  had  done  much  towards 
the  supplying  of  the  Scriptures,  long  before  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society  existed*  Dr.  Knapp,  Director  of  the 
Orplian  House  in  tlie  city  of  Halle,  in  reply  to  the  overture 
made  to  iiim  by  tlu:  Society  in  1804,  furnished  the  following 
int^restuig  account  of  it,*  It  appears  that  it  was  founded  in 
Halle,  in  1710,  by  Charles  Hildebrandj  Bai-on  de  CantstcLu. 
At  his  decease,  the  care  of  it  devolved  upon  the  celebrated 
Professor  Frauke,  founder  and  director  of  tiie  Orphan  House 
in  that  city.  During  the  ninety-five  years  the  Society  had 
subsisted,  above  three  miUion  copies,  either  of  the  whole  Bibl  e 
or  of  the  New  Testaments  had  been  printed  in  difierent  Ian- 
guage9,and  dispersed, not  only  througliout  mostof  the  European 
countries,  but  eveu  through  different  parts  of  America,  and  the 
Russian  colonies  in  Asia:  many  tliousand  copit'S  hnd,  lhroujj;h 
this  medium  of  dis[)ersion,  been  distributed  gratuitously  to  the 
poor  ;  and  there  waa  evidence  of  the  most  im  question  able  nature, 
that  a  signal  blessing  had  attended  the  whole  undertaking. 

Dr.  Knapp,  in  reply  to  further  inquiries  as  to  the  places  in 
which  the  Scriptures,  in  the  several  languages  printed  at  the 
Caiistein  Institution,  were  wanted,  and  the  mode  in  wliicJi  tlie 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  might  assist  in  the  distri- 
bution of  them,  furnished  much  valuable  infonmation,  which, 
in  process  of  time^  enabled  the  Society  to  form  new  links  of 
coinnmnication  with  persons  and  places  to  which,  hut  fur  this 
introduction,  they  might  not  have  found  so  easy  and  etlectual 
an  access. 

As  illuBtrative  of  the  benefits  rendered  l>y  tliis  Insti^tion 

*  For  Snnpp'9  Account^  in  iullr  aee  Second   Ileport,  Apjfendix  No. 
lA'.,  p.  OH. 
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to  tlio  general  work  of  Scripture  distrihutiGn,  when  tliat  work 
— so  far  as  riilutes  to  tbe  Bible  Socifty — was  slill  it]  its  in- 
fancy, it  may  be  memloncdj  that  wlien,  in  1806,  a  dolay  arose 
ill  getting  out  an  edition  of  the  Bohi?im:ui  Testament,  owing 
to  the  occupation  of  Berlin  by  the  French  army,  3000  copies 
were  immediately  obtained  from  Canstein ;  and  it  is  right  to 
add,  tbat  the  Protestants  of  Bohemia  were  indebted  for  this 
seasonable  and  munificent  donation  to  the  spontaneous  gene- 
rosity of  a  Prussian  officer. 

In  the  same  year,  aleo,  when  400  German  Bihles,  and  200 
Teatameuts,  were  required  to  be  sent  to  German  colonists  on  the 
Wolgii,  the  books  wt-re  immediately  supplied  from  the.  same 
sonrce. 

This  Institution  continued  to  render  essential  services  to 
the  cause  of  Christianity,  by  means  of  cheap  editions  of  the 
German  Bible  and  Testament,  When,  in  1812,  Dr.  Knapp, 
and  some  of  his  friends,  resolved  to  form  themselves  Into  a 
Bible  Committee,  for  the  distribution  of  the  German  Scnji- 
tiu*es  among  the  poor  in  SaNony,  a  donation  of  £jO  wa& 
awarded  them  by  Dr.  Steinkojiff,  in  the  name  of  the  Society, 
to  encourage  tliem  in  their  undertaking. 

It  has  been  already  mentioned  that  the  German  Bible  So- 
ciety, ori^Iually  inatitnted  at  Nuremberg,  ipVas,  in  1806,  removed 
tv  Basle.  The  friends  at  the  latter  place,  favourable  as  they 
were  to  the  object,  did  not)  in  the  first  instaiiee,  think  them- 
BelvespossessedofsuffieientnieanSjtfl  form  and  sustain  a  wparate 
establishment.  It  soon,  however,  appeared  that  a  change  of  posi- 
tion from  Nuremberg  to  Basle,  would  materially  promote  the  in- 
terests and  the  efticiency  of  the  general  system.  Basle  had  many 
local  advantages,  which  qualified  it,  in  an  eminent  degree,  for 
becoming  the  seat  of  a  Bible  Society.  Forming,  as  it  did,  the 
centre  of  the  German  **  Religious  Society,"  an  establishment 
of  great  celebrity  and  usefulness,  und  commanding  a  very  ex- 
tensive range  of  connections  with  persons  of  distinfiTiished 
piety,  both  in  Switzerland  and  Germany,  it  jrassesscd  fa<*iliti«s 
of  communication  and  of  distribution,  which,  in  relerenco  to  a 
plan  for  the  general  dispersion  of  the  Scriptures,  would,  it  was 
perceived,  be  found  of  essential  importance.  Add  to  these 
consideration s»  that  its  reputatioTi  for  typography  and  pa|»er 
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stood  deservedly  high ;  and  that  it  enjoyed,  on  that  ground, 
peculiar  udvaiitages  fol'  the  execution  of  Bibhcnl  works. 

Impressed  hy  a  candid  representation  of  these  circumstances, 
the  Cominittei!  at  Nuremberg  readily  acquiesced  in  the  pro- 
position Tiiade  to  them,  for  removing:  the  German  Bible  Society 
from  their  own  direction  to  that  of  thf  Ir  brethren  at  Basic. 
The  latter,  on  their  part,  announced  the  transfer,  as  having 
been  made  with  mutual  consent  aad  poodvfill ;  andj  in  an 
earnest  and  aniiUrited  appeal  to  the  German  public,  solicited 
aid  to  enable  them  to  bring  to  maturity  the  mnin  object  of  their 
Institution,  that  of  furnishing,  as  speedily  as  po59ibIej  a  cheap 
impression  of  the  wiiole  Bible. 

The  diflicuity,  which  existed  at  this  period  of  the  war,  of 
transmitting  any  intellipence  from  the  Continent,  except 
through  circuitous  and  indirect  chiinuels,  precluded  tiie  friends 
at  Basle,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  from  communicating  with 
London  so  frequently  as  might  have  been  wished.  In  1807, 
Jiowever,  the  Basle  Society  contrived  to  transmit  a  com- 
pendious rcportj  from  which  it  appeared,  that  they  had  con- 
tinued to  labour  with  midiniinifthwl  assiduity:  the  printing  of 
the  New  Testament  had  nftnally  commenced,  and  the  Old 
Testament  was  on  the  point  of  being  committed  to  press. 

In  1808,  only  a  single  letter  was  received  from  the  Basle 
Society ;  its  contents,  however,  were  interesting  and  important. 
Amidst  all  the  discouragements  arising  from  the  severe  visita- 
tion of  poverty  and  distress,  the  Society  had  been  enabled  to 
issue  their  New  Testtiuient,  which  was  received  with  lull  aii- 
j^robation,  and  to  complete  therr  Bible,  with  the  prospect  of 
having  a  demand  created  for  repeated  editions.  They  also  re- 
ported^ that  some  active  Christians  at  Basle,  had  detennined 
to  print  ati  edition  of  the  New  Testament  for  tlie  Grison 
mountaineers,  among  whom  the  Sacred  Scriptures  had  become 
extremely  scarce,  and  in  some  instances  almost  unattainable  ; 
and  that  they  had  themselves  supplied  theProtestantSjin  ditferent 
parts  of  the  interior  of  France,  with  a  considerable  nunilier  of 
Bibles  at  reduced  prices.  In  this  work,  they  had  been  asgiated 
by  a  grant  of  £100,  from  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  So- 
ciety, The  Comitiitcee  also  encouraged  thein  to  undertake  an 
edition  of  the  whole  Bible  in  French — a  task  for  which  their 
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own  rosourct'8  ivere  inadequate — by  presenting  to  tliem  a  act 
of  sttTeotvi>e  plates  for  the  purj>09e. 

It  ought  not  to  lie  overkioki-Hl  here,  of  how  much  importance 
tho  Bible  Socii?ty  ui  Basle  had  become,  as  a  vehicle  of  cod' 
Vi?jHng  the  Scriptures,  in  their  ovm  language,  to  the  Protes- 
tants in  tliu  South  uf  FrancL' ;  affornlinn;  the  British  and 
FofQign  Bihle  Society  a  neutral  and  unsuspected  medium  of 
intcrconrso  with  Francs,  dnrinjj  tho  lon^  eontinujinco  of  those 
political  circumstances,  which  precluded  it  fnun  access  to  the 
inhabitants  of  that  conntrj"  in  every  other  direction. 

In  1809,  a  further  f^rant  of  £200  ivas  made  to  the  Baalu 
Society,  to  enable  them  to  supply  Bibles  and  Testaments  to 
the  Protestant  congregations  in  Languedoc,  and  other  parts  of 
France,  where  the  Scriptures  formerly  sent  had  been  well 
received ;  many  Roman  Catholics  also  requesting  copies,  and 
perusing  theui  vp-ith  great  eagcmeaa  and  gratitude.  It  being 
also  ascertftined,  that  the  New  Testament,  printed  for  the 
mountaineers  in  the  Grisons,  had  been  received  with  the  like 
grateful  fceluigg,  the  sum  of  £200  was  voted,  in  1810, 
for  printing  the  New  Testament  in  another  dialect  in  use 
among  the  Grisons ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  £300  Wa3  granted 
to  the  Basle  Sociuty  towards  printing  the  Old  Testament  in 
French,  and  £200  towanls  an  edition  of  the  New  Testament 
in  Italian, 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  1812,  two  members  of  the 
Baale  Bible  Society  proceeded  as  a  deputation  to  Paris,  and 
were  enabled  to  lay  a  foundation  for  a  Bible  Committee  in 
that  capital.  They  ascertainedthatiiioat  of  the  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ments sent  to  Paris  had  been  dispersed,  and  bad  been  eagerly 
received  by  Catholics  as  well  as  Prote&tajits.  It  appearcdj  also, 
that  the  attention  paid  to  the  Bpiritual  welfare  of  the  Grisons 
had  excited  a  spirit  of  co-operation,  and  that  an  Auxiliary 
Bible  Committee  had  been  formed  at  Chur,  or  Cuire,  the 
capital  of  the  Canton  of  the  same  name,  by  which  the  printing 
of  the  Romanes  Scriptures  was  likely  to  be  facilitated.  PJeasing 
testimony  was  given  of  the  acceptableness  of  the  New  Testa- 
ments, which  had  been  printed  in  those  dialects. 

In  the  jeap  1^12,  Dr.  SteinkopB",  made  a  visit  to  the 
CoJitincut      At  Basil?  he  had  an    interview   with   mejnbers 
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EUHOPE.  the  Bible  Society  there,  •  and,  in  virtue  of  the  powers  en- 
trusted to  him,  presented  them  with  several  datiations,  to 
encourage  thorn  in  printing  and  distributing  on  a  larger  scale. 
These  donations  consisted  of  £300  for  printing  the  Ro- 
maneso  Old  Testament ;  £300  for  gratuitous  distribution 
of  Scriptures  among  the  jioor ;  jind  £200  in  aid  of  a  new- 
edition,  of  lOjOOO  German  Bibles  of  portable  size;  to  wUicli 
the  Committee  at  home  added  the  sum  of  £500,  for  the  ex- 
clusive purpose  of  promoting  the  printing  of  the  Scripturca 
in  France. 

In  the  course  of  this  year  (1812%  Zuricli  became  the  seat  of 
a  Bible  Society.  Previously  to  the  arrival  of  Dr.  Steinkopff 
in  this  part  of  Switzerland,  the  head  of  the  clergy,  Antlstea 
Hess,  had,  together  with  the  Ecclesiastical  Council,  directed 
an  inquiry  to  be  madej  through  the  clergy  of  that  caiitou,  into 
the  wants  of  the  people  with  respect  to  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
The  encouragement  Dr.  SbeinkopS'  vraa  enabled  to  give,  by 
the  offer  of  a  grant  of  £250,  led  to  the  formation  of  a  Bible 
Society,  and  tlie  adoption  of  measures  for  securing  a  regular 
and  permanent  sxipply,  as  well  09  for  meeting  the  existing 
emergency. 

In  the  following  year  was  formed  the  St.  Gall  Bible  So- 
ciety, for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  Canton  of  that  name,  as 
well  the  Catholic  as  the  Protestant  part  of  It,  with  the  Holy 
Scriptures.  Through  the  meilium  of  a  vciierablc  individual, 
Mr.  Gaspard  Steinnian,  liberal  contrihutiuna  had  previously 
lieen  raised,  and  more  thfui  800  Bibles,  and  3300  Testaments 
from  Basle,  had  been  distributed  in  different  parts  of  this 
canton.  Among  the  Catholics,  under  the  direction  of  tlie 
Vicar-General,  Von  Wessenberg,  more  thsm  20,000  Tewta- 
mmits  had  been  circulated  through  his  diocese;  and,  assisted 
by  the  co-operation  of  several  diligent  and  enlightened  clergy- 
men of  that  persuasion,  '•  the  Catholics  bad  begun  to  acknow- 
ledge the  great  value  of  the  Holy  Scrlptui-es,  and  to  |)eruse 
them  with  pleasure  and  advantage ;"  and  when  the  Society 
was  formed,  in  July  1813,  the  Vicar-General,  within  whose 
juj'isdiction  between  eiglity  and  ninety  out  of  the  one  liundred 
Catholic  parishes  in  the  Canton  of  St,  Gall  were  situated, 
suspender!  the  interdict  prohibiting  the  i)eoplo  from  ivadiii^ 
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tile  Scriptures ;  and  thus  nearly  irine-tenths  nf  tliL^  Catholic 
population  throuj^hont  the  Canton  were  not  only  permitted,  but 
en<?oiiragefl  to  peruse  them. 

A  now  Auxiliary  appeared  in  the  course  of  this  year, 
under  the  denomination  of  tlio  Wurtemberg  Bible  Society. 
This  Society,  whiL-h  appears  to  have  originated  in  the  en- 
couragpmetit  given  by  the  Rev.  Dr»  Steinkopff  when  visiting 
hia  native  tountry.  wns  regularly  fonned,  iu  February  1813, 
under  the  sanction  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Wurtemberg, 
who  granted  it  several  privileges,"  and  placed  it  under  the 
snperintending  care  of  the  Supreme  Directory  of  all  schools 
and  seminaries  of  education.  By  a  Royal  Decree,  bearing 
date,  16th  of  February  1813,  a  number  of  gentlemen,  who 
had  freely  offered  their  servii^es,  were  appointed  by  the  King 
R  Committ'ee  of  Administration,  and  the  rules  and  regnlationa 
of  the  Society  were  finally  settled.  Encouraged  by  the  grant 
of  £500  from  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  and  by 
the  liberality  with  which  the  inhabitants  of  Wiirtemberg, 
though  impoverished  by  the  war,  came  forward  with  sub- 
scriptions and  douatiuns,  the  managers  of  the  Institution  pro- 
ceeded with  alacrity  to  the  discharge  of  their  trust ;  and  an 
edition  of  the  German  Bible  was  put  to  press,  amounting  to 
10,000  copies  of  the  entire  Bible,  and  2000  additional  Testa- 
ments. 

Other  Societies  wore  formed,  or  the  foundation  of  them 
laid,  as  the  result  of  Dr.  SteinkopflTa  visit  to  the  Continent ;  as 
at  Frankfort,  Osnabruck,  Liibeckj  Altona,  which  will  subse- 
quently come  under  more  qwcial  notice. 

This  visit  of  Dr.  Steinkopff  to  the  Continent  (1812), 
undertaken  at  the  request  of  the  Committee,  proved  higblj' 
satisfactory.  It  esicnded  ti-om  Gothenburg  to  Copenhagen, 
and  thence  through  Germany  to  Switzerland  ;  and  occupied 
a  period  of  six  months.  To  himself  it  was  attended  with  no 
small  risk  and  [wril,  owing  to  the  vigilant  Jealousy  of  the 
French  Government ;  but  it  had  the  happy  etlect  of  encou* 
raging  greatly  the  diflerent  Societies  ou  the    Continent,  in 
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connection  with  the  Diitish  Institution,  as  well  as  of  promoting 
the  faiination  of  otljerfi ;  besides  wliiehj  the  intenigencQ  priv 
cured  bj  him,  during  this  long  journey,  contributctl  much 
to  tho  future  more  esteiidt?(l  operations  of  the  Society.* 

Encouraged  by  the  promise  of  £500  from  the  Parent  Insti- 
tution, a  Society  was,  in  1815)  formed  at  Presburg,  under  the 
patronage  of  the  Baroness  de  Zaj,  a  Protestant  lady  of  high 
distinction  and  character.  Among  the  Protestant  population 
of  the  country,  estimated  at  more  than  a  million  and  a  half,  a 
most  distressing  sem'city  prevailed  of  Bibles  in  the  Hungarian 
and  Sclavonian  dialects.  Tho  Society  commenced  its  ojiera- 
tions  bj  purchasing  Sclavonic  Bibles  for  sale  to  the  poor  at  a 
very  cheap  rate. 

To  the  British  Gliristlan,  the  fullowing  espression  of  gra- 
titude, on  the  part  of  tho  Hungarian  Bible  Society,  must  afford 
peculiar  satisfaction : — 

"  Our  Huss  was  the  faithful  disciple  and  constant  follower 
of  yonr  countrjinan,  Wickliffe.  From  you  tho  first  rays  of 
the  lig]it  of  Holy  Scripture  penetrated  to  ns.  Now,  after  a 
lapse  of  foiu-  centuries,  you  are  preparing  agaui  to  confer  upon 
na  this  ^ift,  and  to  lay  our  gratitude  under  new  obliga- 
tions, I  say  these  things  from  a  deep  sense  of  thankfulness, 
and  all  my  countrymen  will  make  tiie  same  acknowledg- 
ment,'* 

Of  iliis  Society,  however,  very  little  further  intelligence  a(i- 
j>eara  to  have  been  received  for  several  following  years. 

The  visit  of  Dr.  Sttiiikopff  to  the  Continent  intniduced 
to  the  Society  a  name  whicdi,  for  a  series  of  subsequent 
years,  occupied  a.  prominent  place  in  the  records  of  tho  cor- 
resprndcnce  from  Gerinaiiy,  and  which,  though  a  cloud 
gathered  round  it  at  last,  is  associated  with  too  many  impor- 
tant facta  to  be  wholly  passed  over. 

Tho  Rev.  Leander  Van  E^s,  a  priest  of  the  Romish  Church, 
hadj  together  with  Ids  brother,  and  assisted  by  several  Ger- 
man divines,  produced  a  translation  of  tho  Teatanienl  from  tho 
Greek,  which   some   of  the    first  Protestant  clergymen  at 


*  For  Fi  fuUeT  nrcount  of  this  joumfiy  see  "Report  for  1813,  ami  Aji- 
peudix. 
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Dreadai  and  Zaricli*  concurred,  with  respectable  nutliorities 
among  the  Roman  Cfttlioln*  literati,  in  reoommcnding,  as  ex- 
liihitln^  a  jmre  and  correct  version  of  the  sacred  original.  This 
Catholic  prolcssor  of  tlivinity  (for  to  that  office  he  had  been 
rtK'ently  a[i[iointed  in  the  University  of  Marburg)  had  pub- 
lishod  a  work  recommending  the  free,  unfettered,  frequent, 
and  serious  reading  of  the  Scriptures  by  all  ranks,  classes,  and 
conditions  of  the  people.  In  his  opening  correspondence  with 
the  Society,!  he  described  tlie  solicitmlo  of  the  people  to  ob- 
tain the  Scriptures  aa  very  great,  and  fiu*  exceeding  all  his 
znotuis  of  supplying  them.  "It  is  true,"  he  says,  "  tliat  the 
New  Testament  is  pretty  well  distributed  in  our  circle  ;|  but 
vihat  are  a  few  copies  among  ho  many."  "The  tields,"  lie 
continues,  "  are  more  and  more  ripening  for  the  harvest,  hj 
the  inci-easinti  oppression  of  the  times.  All  earthly  comforts 
lire  vanishing  from  the  children  of  men:  ill-treated,  plundered* 
and  heavy-laden  as  they  arc,  their  eyes,  fiill  of  tearSj  look  for 
refreshment  and  comfort  towards  the  realms  above,  where  alone 
they  are  to  be  found.  This  is  ttie  time  to  work  t  tlie  heails  of 
men,  humbled  and  softened,  are  more  accessible  to  divine 
light  and  truth :  they  are  opening,  like  the  dry  ground  that 
languishes  for  tlie  fertilizing  shower:  their  eyes  desire  to  see 
tiie  salvation  offered  to  them  in  the  word  of  God-** 

And  again  lie  urges  his  suit  in  the  following  terms:— 
"  For  Christ's  sake,  I  entreat  you  to  let  me  have  a  number 
of  onr  New  Testaments  for  distribution.  My  sphere  of  use- 
fulness is  extending  moro  and  more.  Many  worthy  clergj-nien 
of  our  church  join  themselves  to  me,  who,  with  the  most 
lively  zeal  for  the  cause  of  God,  assist  me  in  my  endeavours 
to  do  good.  My  request  is  for  the  highest  and  best  gift;  even 
for  ihe  Scriptures  of  truth,  which  are  able  to  make  men  wise 
unto  salvation." 

The  consequence  of  an  appeal,  at  uncc  so  reasonable  and  so 
earnest,  was  the  allotment  of  £200,  to  enable  this  zealous 
Catholic  to  distribute  3{X)0  copies  of  his  Testament,  under  a  con- 
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ditioii,  with  which  lie  cheerfully  conipllctl,  that  the  few  notes  ac-^ 
companying  liis  own  impression,  slmii!d  Ije  struck  otit  of  that 
which  was  to  be  printed  and  circulated  at  the  espcuac  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 

In  acicnowledt^ing  this  liberal  and  unexpected  aid,  he  speaks 
of  a.  lively  desire  to  reai}  the  word  of  God  as  increasing 
among  tlie  Catholic  people  in  the  phice  of  hia  residence,  and. 
all  llie  country  round,  and  of  the  jinmidices  of  the  clcr^jy 
against  laymen  readmg  thu  Bible  as  ^p-adually  disappearing. 
A  similar  gratifying  testimony  was  at  that  timo  given  by  the 
Uev.  Kegens  Witinian,  Director  of  tlio  Catholic  Institution  at 
Ratishon  ;  and  a  Roman  Catholic  ClergjTiiau  at  Munich  wrote 
to  the  same  effect.  Such  was  the  hopeful  state  of  things  then, 
and  for  some  time  afterwards,  among  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
Germany.     Would  that  it  had  continued ! 

Shorly  after,  Dr.  Van  Ess  received  a  fin-ther  grant  of  £300, 
and,  in  1813,  another  of  like  amount;  and  he  subsequently 
Ijecamo  more  fully  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  Society. 

The  origination  of  the  Bible  Society  for  the  Prussian  States 
is  mahily  to  be  attributed  to  the  active  xeal  of  the  Rev,  John 
JjKiiicke,  jSIinistcr  of  the  Bohemian  Church  in  Berlin.  En- 
couraged by  the  proposal  of  aid  from  our  Society,  tins  worthy 
pastor  exerted  himself  with  so  much  Judgment  and  perseve- 
rance, that,  in  the  year  1805,  the  foundation  of  a  Bible  Society 
was  laid  in  that  city,  under  the  direction  of  some  noblemen, 
and  other  persons  of  great  distinction  and  exemplary  character; 
and  early  in  the  following  year,  the  Institution  received  the 
sanction  of  His  Prussian  Majesty  ;*  and  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society  added  to  tlie  sum  of  £loC),  previously  promised, 
a  further  donation  to  an  et[ual  amount,  as,  an  inducement  to 
the  new  Society,  at  that  time  employed  in  prhiting  the  Bohe- 
mian Bible,  to  extend  their  labours  to  on  Impression  of  the 
Polish  Bible,  iho  want  of  which  was  understood  to  be  severely 
and  extensively  felt. 

The  establishment  of  the  Berlin  Bible  Society  was,  in  the 
iTifant  circumstances  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society^ 
regarded  aa   an   aequiaition    of  considerable   moment.      The 

•  See  ^iecon«i  licport  and  AfijtrndiXj,  fur  the  ixirreBjuMidence  Umt 
|*ii«5L'd  Oil  this  occfi^ioii- 
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iiiiportance  of  its  situation,  the  zeal  of  its  directors,  and  the  EUROPE 
fluUtuiity  uf  tltu  royal  sanctian  under  wJiiuli  it  iippcart^  before    p„~  , 
the  [JuMicj  gave  it  riltogcther  an  i:njH)siiig  iispDCt ;  m\tl  naturally    lEiu-i  J. 
induced  very  Iiiyh  expectations  of  its  future  greatness  and     skct.  z, 
Buccesg, 

Tliis  institution,  tiiougli,  aa  it  afterwards  appeared,  sciircely 
known  in  the  capital  fi'oni  wliich  it  derived  its  desigiiutEon,  and 
VL'i'y  partially  supported  in  other  parts  oftlie  kiogduni,  con- 
trived, chictJy  througli  the  exertians  of  the  Rev.  J.  JjBiiick(^,  to 
print  20,000  eo]>ies  of  the  Bible  and  New  Testiiiuent  in  the 
Bohemian  and  Polish  languagL's;  to  promote  similar  exertions 
ill  various  other  places;  and  tu  keep  alive  likewise  an  interest 
ill  fLivuur  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  till  an  establishment  was 
set  on  foot  for  extending  their  circulation  throughout  tlie  whole 
Prussian  doniiniuns. 

We  arc  now  to  trace  some  of  the  steps  of  its  progress  towards 
tlie  position  whlcli  it  at  length  attained. 

Scarcely  had  the  Society  entered  on  its  labours,  when  it  had  OpentiDm 
to  encounter  great  and  uidooked  for  difiicuUie^,     A  stirring  ty^pvpiipi, 
apjieal,  addressed  to  tlie  Christians  in  the  Prussian  States,  had  iutiu^gn. 
been  widely  issued;  sub  script  ions  were  beginning  to  lie  re- 
ceived;   Dantzig    had    been    induced  to    form   a    connection 
with  Berlin,  and  to  yield  its  tribute  to  the  promotion  of  their 
work  :  and,  encouraged  hy  the  receipt  of  the  second  donation 
from  the  British  Society,  a  resolution  had  just  l>een  taken  to  put 
to  press  an  edition  of  3000  copies  of  the  Uoheuiian  Bible.     But 
iit  this  very  period,  the  French  army  under  the  Emperor  Na-  Bpjijn 
polton  Buonaparte  got  iKJssession  of  Berlin,  and  tiie  o|>eration3  "iitured, 
nf  the  Bihle  Society  were  of  course  involved  in  the  common 
confusion. 

It  was,  however,  matter  of  relief  and  consolation,  as  the  SuppiieB 
dearth  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  was  so  great  in  Buhciuia,  ^'^"^ 
and  the  accomphshmcnt  of  the  intended  impression  was 
unaviildably  retarded,  by  the  circiims lances  of  distress  and 
exaetiun  to  wliich  the  Prussian  dominions  wore  reduced,  that 
iL  teni]Porary  supply  of  3000  New  Testameuts,  together  with 
the  Book  of  Psalms,  had  been  furnished  to  the  Bohemian  con- 
gregation trom  the  Bible  Institution  at  Halle,  by  the  season- 
able and  mimificcnt  donation  of  a  Prussian  officer,  who  jiaid 
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the  entii'e  price  of  tlie  3000  copies,  togetlier  witli  the  espensca 
of  conveyance  to  the  ])lacc3  of  then*  destination. 

Though  every  ch:inn<?l  of  communication  with  this  conntry 
was  now  almost  entirely  scaled  up,  the  llerUn  Society  were 
enabled,  in  the  fulhjwing  year,  through  some  unsuspected 
medium  of  eurrespuudtncc^  tu  convey  an  expression  of  their 
feelings  and  hopes  to  the  SociHy  in  England,  On  presenting 
the  fifty-sixth  sheet  of  their  Uohemian  Bible,  they  speak  of 
themselves  asembarasaed,  hut  not  discourtigetlj  by  the  ciiMnuu- 
stonces  of  their  condition.  They  represent  that  their  *'  dlstresB 
ia  very  great,"  aad  tliat  "  thousands  groan  under  tlie  pressure 
of  extreme  poverty;"  and  tiiey  "recommend  thema^^lves  to 
the  continued  sympathy  and  interces&iou  "  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bihio  Society,  while  they  glorify  the  Lord  in  the  fires, 
aiul  exclaim,  through  thcii'  Secretary,  "  Hallelujah,  Blessed  lie 
the  name  of  the  Lord  I  In  tho  midst  of  the  eunvukions 
of  worldly  kingdoms,  His  kingdom  will  inereasin^rly  pro- 
sper." Such  a  strain  !ia  tliis,  uttered  amidst  the  lamen- 
tations of  a  despoiled  and  a  suhjugatcd  jicople,  iflustrates 
tlie  power  of  real  religion,  and  evincL-s  how  little  "tlio  man 
of  the  earth "  can  ctif'ect  in  disquieting  the  suhjeets,  or 
impeding  the  operations,  of  that  kingdom  wldck  is  not  of  this 
world. 

The  printing  of  the  Bohem^ian  Bible  was  completed  in  Sejp- 
tcmbcr  1807.  It  wns  folluwed  by  so  ra]>id  a  distributiun  lA' 
the  copies,  chiefly  among  the  Protestant  congregations  using 
that  language  in  lloheuiia  and  Silesia,  as  tfl  occasion  re^rel 
that  the  impression  had  not  been  much  more  considerable. 
The  success  with  which  tlib  work  had  heen  attended,  and  the 
infoi'niation  acquired  by  the  eorres]x>ndence  to  which  it  led» 
suggested,  to  the  conductors  of  the  Society  at  Berlin,  another 
and  scarcely  less  important  imdertaking — an  impression  of  tbi^^ 
iVilish  Bible.  Undismayed  by  the  difficulties  with  which  the" 
were  siuTounded,  and  relying,  under  God,  on  the  expecti 
support  of  the  British  and  Foreir^n  Bible  Society,  they  re 
solved  to  make  the  arduuus  attempt  LTpon  the  first  intefJi- 
genee  of  their  design,  the  Committee  in  London  greeted  it  with 
cheering  assurances  of  aid ;  and  by  successive  ^'ants,  amount- 
ing in  the  whole  to  £800,  afterwards  increased  to  £1*00,  with 
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a,  loan  of  £3W),  thoy  induceJ  its  projectors  to  enlarge  tlieir  EUROPE. 
L'Jition  IVoin  JUOO  liiblus,  the  number  originally  proposed,  to    (;i,ai.,  i. 
8000  BibW,  and  4000  additional  Testiimeuts.     The  above 
work  was  completed  in  ISlO. 

Some  time  Letbro  this,  the  Berlin  Society  had  opened  a 
eoininunicatlou  Avith  the  province  of  Lithuaniaj,  contaiiiiiig  a 
population  exceeding  a  mJIIion  of  souls,  partly  subject  to  the  LithuBiaiu 
Prussian,  partly  to   the   Russian  Govomntent     The   people 
were  dcstrribud  as  being  rellgioualy  dis]ioacd,  but  to  a  lament- 
able extent  destitute  of  the  Scrintures.     At  the  instance  of  (*'"a^t  to 
the  British  lund  Foreign  Bible  Society,  n  Committee  had  been  mitu&at 
formed  at   Konigaberg,  who,  encouraged    by  a.  donation   of  ^e™'^*" 
£300,  resolved  to  print  an  edition  of  tlie  Lithuanian  Bible. 
Still,  however,  the  measure  remained  in  snapensc^  on  account 
of  the  extreme  jHJverty  of  the  iohabitauts,  from  whom  the  ne- 
cessary fluids  wero  to  be  raised.     Intelligence  of  this  being 
conveyed  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Soeicty,  an  addi- 
tional grant  was  made  of  £2(Xt,  and  thu3  thia  jniiwrtant  oUject 
was  aceonipHshed. 

The  Polish  Bible  aliove  referred  to,  with  the  additional  num- 
ber of  New  Testaments,  Laving  been  completed,  it  then  be- 
came a  matter  of  consideration,  liow  they  might  be  moat 
extensively  and  beneficially  distributed*  The  demand  for 
them  was  very  great ;  many  co]iics  were  speedily  dispoaed 
of  in  Warsaw,  Uiii>er  SUesia,  and  AustriiWi  Gallieia ;  hut 
tiie  scarcity  of  specie  was  so  severely  felt,  that  it  Itecame 
evident,  that  unless  other  measures  were  adopted^  very  few 
of  tlie  lower  classes  would  become  possessed  of  a  copy. 

To  meet  a  case  so  urgent,  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society  directed  1000  copies  to  be  distributed  gratuitously  at 
its  own  expense,  by  the  Berlin  Society ;  and  as  the  Kiinigs- 
berg  Committee  had  made  vigorous  exertions  to  supply  the 
numerous  Poles  in  Prussia,  and  especially  the  Polish  Schools 
in  Lithuania,  500  Polish  Bibles  and  lOOU  Testaments  wero 
placed  at  their  disposal ;  the  proceeds,  if  any,  to  go  in  aid  of 
a  second  edition  of  the  Lithuanian  Bible.  About  thesfune  time 
a  new  edition  of  the  Bohemian  Bible  having  become  ucccHaaiy, 
a  grant  of  £250  was  made  to  the  Berlin  Society,  whoso  re- 
sources were  at  that  time  very  low,  to  en.ihle  them  to  print  a 
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EUROPE,  new  edition  of  5000  copies.     This  second  edition  left  the  press 
ChIp.  I.    "*  November  1813. 

1804-14.        After  the  Berlin  Society  had  existed  somewhat  more  than 
Skct.  I.     eight  years,  during  which  its  labours,  however  circumscribed 
CssTRix.    and  interrupted,  were  eminently  successftd  in  administering  a 
1813.      partial  supply  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  it  merged,  in  1814,  into 
Tbe  Berlin    *^®  Prussian  Bible  Society,  the  formation  and  proceedings  of 
mer^  in    which  Will  afterwards  come  under  notice,  as  being  more  fully 
siui  BiMe    connected  with  the  succeeding  portion  of  this  history.    For  the 
Society*       same  reason,  the  account  of  the  establishment  of  the  Nether- 
lands Bible  Society,  which  took  place  towards  the  close  of  the 
period  now  under  review,  is  also  postponed. 
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InttndeddefitinatioH  of  Rm.  Met»rn.  Paterson  ami  JTendnmonJiir 
India — AppHration  to  the  Danixh  Court  for  jiOMatje  to  India — 
ifsfailure — litisultn  of  their  effort*  in  tke  North  of  Kuropn  in  the 
Bihle.  cauxv — Correapomlenvc  with  Ut'tth/i  and  Koreigvi  Bible 
Society — Icelandic  Testantent — Bombardment  of  Ctqienhagcn 
—Formation  of  Societit'jf  at  8t.  I*etersburgk,  Moecov.\  8t«ch- 
hohn — Extensive  issue  uf  the  Scriptures. 

The  circumstances  which  first  drew  the  attention  of  the 
Society  to  tlie  norUi  of  Europe,  and  brought  the  distant 
ishind  of  Iceland  within  tlie  range  of  its  earliest  Foreign 
o]iLTati<:ns,  are  fully  narrated  in  Owen's  history.  It  appears 
timt  in  the  year  I8O0,  the  Rev*  John  Patcrson,  aiid  the  Rev. 
Ebenezcr  Hendt-Tson,  both  nativea  of  Scotland,  and  animated 
with  a  zeal  for  the^  propagation  of  the  Gospel,  resigned 
their  country,  connections,  and  wordly  prospects,  in  order  to 
serve  as  Christian  Missionaries  in  India.  Precluded  by  the 
rc^TiIations  of  the  British  East-India  Company  from  occupying 
actions  within  their  tC!rritorial  daniinions,  they  repaired  to 
Coptjnhagen,  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  a  passage  to  Tranquebar, 
and  exercisirp  their  ministry  within  the  settlement  attached 
to  the  Diuiish  Crown  on  the  coast  of  Coromandel.  Having 
been  disapj>ointed  in  their  expectation,  they  felt  themselves 
compelled  to  abandon  the  design — a  design  nearest  their 
lieai't,  of  proclaiming  the  glad  tidings  of  sjilvation  to  the 
heathen;  and  began  to  consider  in  what  manner  Uicy  might 
tuiTi  their  Missionary  zeal  to  profitable  account  in  that  part 
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of  Cliristcndom,  upon  which  the  pi-ovideiico  of  God  appeared 
to  have  cast  theni* 

Uiitlur  this  impression  J  tliey  commenced  a  very  dilirrcnt 
inquiry  iuto  the  state  of  religion  m  the  countries  by  ■wittcli 
they  were  more  immediately  surrounded,  Ainon^  tlic  indi- 
viduiils  of  (Consideration,  with  whom  they  had  formed  a  con- 
nection during  their  residence  at  Cot>enhagen,  wa*  Justlciury 
Thorhelin,  Privy-Keeper  of  the  Roy-il  Areiiivea,  a  jwrson 
very  generally  respected,  and  diatinguishcd  for  his  zealous 
attachment  to  the  cause  of  Christianity.  Thia  gertlemaii, 
being  a  native  of  Iceland,  and  feelijig,  as  a  Christian  patriot,  for 
the  spiritual  welfare  of  his  country,  laid  open  to  these  dis- 
appointed Missiunaries  a  field  of  immediate  usefuhiess,  by 
directing  their  attention  to  the  rcligloiis  state  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  that  island,  and  to  the  deartli  of  tiie  Holy  Scriptures 
at  that  time  preyailing  ajuong  them.  Mr.  Thorkelin  stuted 
that  the  [Mpulation,  amounting  to  nearly  50,000,  scarcely  con- 
Liiiied  one  person  in  a  hundred  above  the  age  of  twelve  or 
fourteen,  who  could  not  read;  that  no  people  in  the  world 
were  fonder  of  reading ;  and  that,  as  the  only  press  of  whieh 
they  were  possessed  had  tiot  been  used  for  many  years,  the 
inhabitants  supplied  the  want  of  printeil  books  by  the  labo- 
rious and  tardy  expedient  of  transcribing  them  j  that  the 
Holy  Scriptures  were  no  longer  to  be  obtained  for  money; 
and  that  not  above  forty  or  fifty  copies  of  the  Bible  were  to 
be  found  throughont  the  island.  Touched  with  compassion 
for  nearly  50,000  of  their  fellow-Christiana,  Inhabiting  a 
remote  island,  and  destitute  of  those  sacred  oracles  which  they 
60  dearly  priiied  and  revered,  Messrs.  Paterson  and  Henderson 
transmitted  the  information,  with  which  they  had  themselves 
beei]  so  deeply  impressed,  to  their  friends  in  Scotland,  and  made 
an  earnest  appeal  oiibehalf  of  this  interesting  and  destitute  people. 
Through  this  circuitous  channel  the  Intelligence  was  conveyed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  British  and  Fomgn  Bible  Society, 
and  thus  the  question  of  administering  aid  to  the  necessi- 
tous Icelanders  was  brought  regularly  and  seriously  before 
them. 

It  was  immediately  determined,  that  tlie  President  should  be 
rei^uested  to  o^ien  acommunication  with  the  Bishop  of  luelimd. 
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and  offer,  in  tlie  name  of  tlie  Society,  to  defray  half  the  expense 
uf  an  edition  of  5000  Icelandic  Tcatameiita.  Witli  this  request 
liis  lordsbip  cuiiiplied. 

In  the  mean  time  Mesara.  Palerson  and  Hendurson  learnt 
that  n  small  relif^ious  Society,  in  the  island  of  Fiilinen,  hnd 
also  tinned  its  attention  to  the  religious  state  of  Iceland,  and 
had,  after  con'eapqndiince  with  tho  Bishop,  determined  to  print 
an  t'ditinn  of  2000  eoples  of  the  Icelandic  Testament.  This 
infunnation  they  lisiatcned  to  communicatt!  to  the  Society  in 
London,  who  were  pi-cfiared,  hy  what  had  hefore  taken  place, 
to  s)-nipathize  with  their  new  correspondents  in  -then"  dt'aire  to 
afford  assistance  to  Iceland;  and,  as  an  amendment  of  their 
former  grant,  they  resolved,  ui  Oct.  1806,  to  authori20  the 
erdarf^enient  of  the  proje<'ted  impression  of  the  Icelandic  Tes- 
tament from  :fOOO  to  5000  cnpiL'S. 

The  resolution  was  spuedily  conimimicated,  and  Mr.  Pnter- 
son,  at  the  desire  of  the  Fuhnen  Society,  consented  to  charge 
himself  with  the  executive  condnct  of  the  business,  Tiie 
work  wa3  printed  at  Copenhagen,  and  when  finished,  and  tho 
copies  bound,  1500  were  despatched  to  different  parts  of  Ice- 
land, hy  the  ships  which  sailed  for  that  island,  in  the  spring 
of  1807.  The  war  which  broke  out  between  England  and 
Deimiark  prevented  the  ti-anEmisscon  of  the  remaining  copies; 
iutd  the  Ijombardinent  of  Copenhagen,  which  followed  shortly 
after,  threatened  them  with  seemingly  ineWCahle  destruction. 
That  destruction  was,  however,  averted,  and  this  inflammable 
treasure  preserved  in  the  midst  of  a  conflagration  which  laid 
almost  every  thing  around  it  in  ashes.  Two  bombs  are  stated 
to  have  entered  llie  house  where  the  mibound  copies  were 
lying;  and  the  warehouse  which  contained  the  500  bound 
copies,  designed  as  a  present  to  the  Bishop  of  Iceland,  was 
nearly  burnt  to  the  groimd,  (fiat  part  only  huchy  escaped  the 
Jlantes  in  which  these  cophs  were  deposited. 

The  acceptance  with  which  the  Testament  was  ijrected  hy 
the  inhabitants  of  Iceland,  suggested  the  importance  of  taking 
a  furtlier  step  on  lM?half  of  thesu  interosthig  people,  and  grati- 
fying their  eager  desii-c  for  the  word  of  God,  by  givin;^  them 
the  whole  Bible.  With  tJiis  view,  the  siun  of  X;l(Ml  was 
appruprialwi  to  the  purpose  of  priulutg  the  Old  TL'dUuiieul, 
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and  ateps  were  tnken  to  prepare  the  roquiaite  materials ;  wlien 
it  became  necessary  for  Messrs.  Patcrsoii  imd  Htrnderson,  ou 
wlioni  the  superititeiidence  of  tUe  work  devolved,  to  q^uit  their 
post  of  laljuour  in  the  Damsb  capital,  and  aeek  a  temporary 
asylum  in  Stoctkolin, 

Tu  tills  chauge  of  residenccj  dictated  by  a  seemingly  un- 
toward necessity,  may  be  traced  some  of  those  measures  which 
terminated  in  the  establish mcnt  of  Bible  Societies  in  the  north 
and  north-eastern  provinces  of  Europe, 

In  August  1812»  penniaaion  was  granted  by  the  King  of 
Denmark  to  Mr,  Henderson  to  reside  at  Copenhagen,  for  the 
purpose  of  completing  the  Icelandic  Bible.  The  printing  of 
the  whole  Bible  was  now  advanced  with  all  proper  expedition  ; 
tind  the  New  Testament,  wliich  had  been  distributed  in  Ice^ 
laudj  haviug  been  joyfully  received,^"  the  whole  number 
destined  for  sale  being  instantly  disposed  of  and  eagerly 
bought" — it  was  resolved  to  add  5000  extra  Testaments  to 
the  original  ordex'  of  that  number  of  Bibles,  This  impression 
of  5000  entire  Bibles  and  5000  extra  Testaments,  left  the 
press  early  la.  1814,  and  a  large  proportion  of  them  wcj-e  im- 
mediately despatched  to  different  ]»arts  of  Iceland^  wliitlier  Mr. 
Henderson  himself  soon  after  repaired,  in  order  to  superin- 
tend the  distribution  of  the  copies  thi-onghout  the  island. 

Before  Mr.  Henderson  left  Copenhagen  fur  Iceland,  lie  had 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  a  Bible  Society  established  in  that  city 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Doiusb  dominions  in  general.  The  suc- 
cessful operations  of  that  Society  are  found  chiefly  connected 
with  subsequent  periods  of  this  history' ;  but  some  notice  of  the 
steps  which  led  to  this  event  may  be  here  introduced. 

At  the  period  of  Dr.  Steinkopff's  visit  to  Coj>enhugen,  in 
1812,  no  establishment  liad  been  formed,  witliin  the  Danish 
dominions,  exclusively  for  the  circulation  of  the  Holy  Serijj- 
tares*  The  Fiibnen  Society  had  exerted  itself  to  the  utmost 
of  its  ability,  and  considerable  additions  had  been  made  tu  its 
means  by  a  discretionary  grant  on  the  part  of  Dr.  Steinkopff; 
but  its  foundation  was  too  naiTow,  audits  resources  too  scanty, 
to  allow  of  its  making  any  very  widely-extended  elibrta, 
llenee  a  Bible  Society  in  tlie  ca]ntal  of  Denmark  was  felt  to 
be  very  desirable. 
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The  information  which  Dr.  Stoinkopft'  had  it  in  his  power  ECKOPE. 
to  impart  respecting  the  British  Bible  Society,  and  the  encou- 
ragement which  he  was  authorized  to  hold  out  to  the  formation 
of  similar  Societies,  contributed  materisilty  to  awnkeu  an  in- 
terest in  favour  of  the  object  .amonji  several  persons  of  dis- 
thictiou,  both  \:iy  and  ecclfsijistic.  Among  these,  the  principal 
was  the  Riglit  Rev.  Dr.  MiJntcr,  tlie  Bishop  of  Zealand,  n 
man  of  high  reputation  for  talent,  learning,  and  piety.  This 
prelate  hndj  in  IKIO,  addressed  a  comniuiiioation>  intended 
for  the  Society,  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  which, 
however,  never  reached  the  Committee.  In  consequence  of 
Dr.  Steinlvopft'^s  visit,  the  Bishop  renewed  the  con'espondence, 
throuj:li  the  medium  of  Lord  Teignmouth.*  The  result  was 
Uie  provisional  formation  of  the  Danish  Bible  Society  at  Co- 
penhagen, in  J[ay  1814,  and  its  subaequent  establishment  i]i 
tlie  following  August,  under  the  forma!  sanction  and  appro- 
bation of  His  Majesty  tlie  King.  On  this  occasion  the  Britisli 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society  had  the  pleasure  of  making  a  grant 
of  £500,  in  aid  of  the  first  efforts  of  the  Daniah  Institution. 


Some  advances  were  made  towards  a  communication  with 
Russia  so  early  as  the  yeai*  1806.  In  the  month  of  March  in 
that  yo.ir,  an  application  was  received  from  a  Superintendent 
of  the  Lutlicran  Church  in  Esthonia,  In  liehalf  of  fifty  parialies, 
containinf^  at  least  1 5,000  familiea.  The  writer  entreated  with 
much  eai'nestnoss  "  that  the  Snciety  would  remember  them, 
and  assist  them  with  pecuniary  aid,  in  order  that  the  whole 
Bible,  or  at  least  a  part  of  it,  might  be  gratuitously  or  cheaply 
distributed  to  the  many  indigent  persons  destitute  of  this 
treasure."  In  reply  to  this  application,  a  tender  was  im- 
metliately  made  of  a  grant  to  a  respectable  amount,  on  con- 
dition of  a  Bible  Society  being  formed  for  the  province  of 
Eathonio.  Some  year?,  however,  elapsed  before  the  establish- 
ment of  this  Society  was  eRbcted. 

A  second  locality  within  the  territories  of  Russia,  from 
which  n  communication  was  opened  with  the  Britiah  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society,  was  Karass,  a  Missionary  settleuient  on 
the  north  of  the  Caspian  Sea.     Here,  under  the  imtronage  of 

•  See  tlie  Diahop'a  letter,  Owen,  Vol.  II.  jk  ^17. 
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the  Edinburgh  MisRionary  Society,  some  Missionaries  (nmong 
whom  was  the  Rev.  Roljurt,  afterwards  Dr.  Pinkcrton,  the 
Society's  Agent)  were  labouring  to  propngate  the  knowlcdgo 
and  influenca  of  Christianity  among  a  Mahoraedan  and 
llcittlien  [lopulation,  extending  from  the  banks  of  ihe  Wolga  to 
t]ie  shores  of  tlie  Eiisine.  This  Mission,  now  long  since  broken 
up,  enjoyed  at  that  time  the  favour  of  Hia  Imperinl  Majesty, 
and  of  other  individual3  nf  rank  and  piety  who  possessed  weight 
in  the  jwlitical  tomiciJs  of  St.  Peteraburgh.  Intelligence 
having  been  received,  through  the  Edinburgh  Missionary  So- 
ciety, of  a  disposition  on  tiie  part  of  the  pijople  to  receivi 
religions  books  in  the  Tartar  dialect  of  the  Turkish  language, 
find  Mr.  Brunton,  one  of  the  Missionaries,  haring,  it  npy^earedgi 
made  himself  mastei*  of  the  Turkish  and  Tartar  dialects,  in 
which  na  version  had  Iiitjiorto  been  printed,  extjept  one  of  the 
New  Testament  in  1C66,  of  littlo  use,  it  was  determined  to 
supply  a  new  fount  of  Ambic  t^T^es.  with  a  sulficient  quantity 
of  paper  and  ink,  for  an  impression  of  5000  copies  of  tlie  Neiv 
Teetament  for  tliis  benighted  |>eopW* 

Anotlicr  incident  in  this  progress  towards  a  connection  with 
the  Russian  Empire,  arose  out  of  a  correspondence  witli  somo 
intelligent  individuals  at  Sarepta,  a  Moravian  settlement  near 
Aatrachnn,  In  communications  from  that  quarter,  it  waa 
stated  that  the  Scrlpturca  were  ao  exti-eiuely  scarce  in  Russia^ 
that,  to  use  the  writer's  o«-n  expression,  *'itw.is  generally 
known  a  htmdred  versts  off  when  the  treasure  of  a  Ilible  wag 
to  be  met  with.'*  In  this  account  it  was  added,  that  in  tha 
German  colonies,  established  on  the  Wnlga  in  1766,  containing 
thirteen  parishes,  the  circumstancca  of  the  Pastors  were  tod 
depressed,  to  allow  of  their  Rnp[ilying  their  people  with  Diblca 
on  such  terms  as  were  alone  within  iheir  means.  Tonu-et  this 
latter  want,  an  order  was  immediately  given  for  400  Gennaji 
Bibles  and  300  Testaments,  to  be  forwardetl  from  the  In- 
stitution at  linile. 

It  appearing,  from  the  intelligence  above  referred  to,  con- 
firmed 03  it  was  by  information  from  other  sources,  that  tlio 
pojiulfltion  of  Russia  generally  was  in  such  a  condition,  with 
respect  to  the  want  of  the  Scriptures,  and  the  deficiency  of  prac- 
tical resources  for  supplying  it,  as  to  render  the  exertions  of  tlie 
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Biblo  Saricty  tliroiighout  that  vast  empire  iieculiarly  desiraltle, 
and  it  biing  fit  the  same  tlino  folt  to  be  a  riuty  to  proceed  in 
such  a  manner  sis  to  evince  a  proper  rcs|Kct  for  tho  consti- 
1  tuted  authorities  of  thu  empire,  a  letter  was  addressed  hy  the 
■  President  to  the  Metropolitan  of  the  Greek  Church,  Arch- 
bishop PJato,  with  tiie  view  of  interesting  that  eminent  prelate 
in  the  object  in  question.*  Though  no  direct  reply  was 
received,  there  la  reason  to  believe  that  the  communication 
[iroduced  a  favourable  effect  on  the  mind  of  the  Archbishop, 
and  contributed  to  pave  the  way  for  measures  wliich  ■wera 
afterwards  adopted. 

Tilt-  correspondence  with  the  Missionaries  at  Sarepta,elicited 
much  infomaation  respecting  the  Calmncs  of  the  Steppe.  It 
was  stated,  that  in  that  part  of  the  Stcppo  between  Sarepla  and 
the  Caucasus,  there  wercj  it  was  computed,  29,000  tenta,  con- 
taining a  population  exceeding  60,CKK)  souU,  besides  10,000 
beyond  those  limits,  who  had  embraced  Ciiristianity.  The 
Calmiica,  it  was  further  represented,  constituted  one  division 
of  the  Mongols  (who  are  distributed  into  tiie  Mongols  proper, 
t]ie  Buriats,  and  the  Calmncs),  and  their  languajjie  is  a  dialect 
of  the  Mongolian.  65,<JflO  families,  speaking  the  Calmne 
langua;^e,  migrated  from  Russia  in  1V71,  aiid  have  since  lived 
under  the  protection  of  China,  Some  portions  only  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testament  hatl  been  translated  into  tko  language  of 
this  people ;  but  of  these  translations  no  part  had  then  been 
printedj  for  there  was  no  printin^^-prcss  at  Sarepta,  nor, 
indeed,  in  the  whole  country^  Uj>on  receiving  the  information, 
a  sum  of  mouey  was  granted  for  the  purchase  of  a  set  of  types 
at  St.  Petersburghj  and  the  translators  were  recammended 
to  proceed  in  their  labours,  ospeclation  being  held  out  to  them 
of  further  aid  and  encouragement 

The  prosecution  of  inquiries  into  the  state  of  the  Scriptures 
in  tiic  Russian  empire,  led,  in  1811,  to  some  further  dis- 
coveries of  gi'cat  interest  with  regard  to  the  religious  wants  of 
the  people  in  the  provinces  of  Livonia  and  Esthonia.  The 
poverty  of  the  peasants  was  represented  as  extreme.  To  many 
of  them  the  Bible  was  said  to  be  unknown,  and,  by  most  of 
them,  unattainable.  Not  one  family  in  a  hundred  possessed  a 
*  For  Lord  TeigramoutliV  letler,  s«  Owen  I.  p.  255. 
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copy,  and  there  wcro  computed  to  be  400,f>nO  families  in  tlie 
two  provitiees  utterly  without  one ;  whilst  yot,  in  the  preced- 
ing forty  years,  almost  every  individual  had  been  taught  to 
read.  This  rcpreaeutation  led  immediately  to  the  grant  of 
X600  (augmented,  in  the  ensuing  year,  to  £1000),  to 
encourage  the  formation  of  a  Livonian  Bible  Society,  and  to 
promote,  in  tlie  mean  time,  the  printing  of  the  Scriptures  in  the 
Livonian  and  Eathonian  dialects.  This  latter  object,  was  witli- 
out  delay  put  uito  a  course  of  accomplishment;  but  the 
establishment  of  Bible  Societies  for  the  provinces  did  not  taVe 
place  fully,  till  after  the  Institution  of  the  St.  Petersburgh,  or 
Russia]!  Bible  Society,  of  which  they  became  Auxiliaries. 

The  nest  counti'y  coimected  with  Kussia,  which  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  Society,  was  Finland.  A  memorial  try.ns- 
mittcj  from  Stockholm  in  1811,  by  active  friends  there>  wlio 
had  taken  steps  to  ascertain  the  facts,  represented  the  want 
of  the  Sedpturca  in  the  province  of  Finland  as  e^rtreme.  The 
Finnish  population  was  estimated  at  1,300,000,  and  no  edition 
had  been  printed  in  their  language  since  1776.  Stimulated 
by  this  representation,  the  Society  instructed  their  corre- 
spondent, Mr.  Paterson,  then  residing  at  Stockholm,  to  offer,  in 
such  way  as  might  be  deemed  most  acceptable,  the  sum  of 
£500,  as  an  Inducement  to  the  printing  of  the  Finnish  Scrip- 
tures, and  the  formation  of  a  Bible  Society  for  Finland.  This 
proposition  met  witli  a  cordial  reception  from  the  Governor- 
General  and  the  Bishop  of  Finland ;  and  the  former.  Count 
Steinheil,  on  niakuig  a  fiivourahle  representation  of  the  matter 
to  the  Court  of  St.  Petershurgii,  received  an  answer,  stating  tliat 
His  Iinporial  Majesty  was  pleased  to  signify  his  approbation  of 
the  ofler;  and  that,  being  also  himself  desirous  to  contribute  to 
the  distribution  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  he  had  granted,  from  his 
own  private  purse,  the  sum  of  5000  rubles  towards  the  object  * 
And  when,  in  tlie  followijig  year,  a  Society  was  organized  at 
Abo,  imder  the  presidency  of  Count  Steinlieil,  the  Emperor 
wrote  to  the  Governor-General^  granting,  on  his  application,  a 
part  of  tlie  com  tithes,  wMch  had  t>een  originally  appropriated 
to  printing  the  Scriptures,  but  wliich  had  been,  in  latter  times, 
used  for  state  purposes,  to  be  applied  for  five  years  towards 

•  For  tlie  Emperor's  letter,  see  OweD,  II.  p.  83. 
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printing  tlic  Finnish  Bible.  At  tlie  same  time  he  pennittwl  ECHOPE. 
the  Finnish  Society  to  open  a  suhseription  over  all  His 
Majesty's  domLnioTis,  where  the  Finnish  language  wa&  spoken, 
aiid  to  import,  duty  free,  all  artiiics  rpqiiired  for  the  proposed 
edition  of  t]ie  Bible.  An  imperial  pi-odaraation  was  also 
issued  aliout  this 'time,  authorising  the  importation  of  the 
Lapponese  New  Testaments  into  Russian  Lapland,  which 
Prince  Galitzin  undertook  to  forward. 

We  now  proce&d  to  ti-ace  briefly  the  steps  which  led  to  the 
formation  of  a  Bible  Society  in  the  Capital  of  Russia,  under 
the  designation,  first,  of  the  St.  Petersburgh,  and  afterwai"da  of 
the  Russian  Bible  Society* 

Early  in  the  year  1812,  Mr.  Pater&on,  then  at  Stockholm, 
wa3  led  to  consider  the  expediency  of  a  journey  to  St*  Petera- 
burgh*  in  order  to  meet  the  wishes  and  promote  the  interest  of 
the  Abo  Society,  by  siiperintending  the  prepa.ration  of  types 
for  the  proposed  new  edition  of  the  Finnish  Bible.  There 
were  also  circumstances  wijich  led  to  the  ho^ie,  that  sometliing 
beyond  this  immediate  object  might  be  oceomplished  for  the 
benefit  of  Russia  itself.  The  Cabinet  of  St  Petersburgh  had 
already  testified  its  cordiality  towards  the  designs  of  the 
IJritish  and  Foreign  Bible  Society;  and  the  evidence  of  it  had 
been  strengthened  hy  the  assurances  of  Barnn  Nicolai,  the 
Russian  Ambassador  at  Stockholm,  who  himself  took  a  lively 
interest  in  the  concerns  of  the  Society,  and  its  introduction 
into  the  Russian  empire.  At  this  time,  also,  Mr.  Paterson 
received  a  highly  encouraging  communication  from  his  friend 
Mr.  Pinkerton,  whose  name  has  been  mentioned  as  one  of  the 
Scotch  Missionariea  at  Karass,  and  who.  In  1809,  in  conse- 
quence of  failing  health,  had  removed  to  Moscow,  where  he 
obtained  honourable  employment  as  preceptor  in  the  families 
of  several  persons  of  diatinction.  Thus  favourably  situated  at 
Moscow,  Mr.  Pinkertonhadhimself  taken  measures,  in  concert 
with  some  of  the  first  nobility,  for  the  establishment  of  a  Bible 
Society  on  a  ]ar<ie  scale;  and  he  now  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Paterson,  inviting  him  to  repair  to  St.  Petersburgh,  iu  the 
prospect  of  something  being  likely  soon  to  be  attempted  in 
Moscow,  for  the  advancement  of  the  general  cause. 

Thus  encouraged,  Mr.  Paterson,  furnished  with  a  letter  of 


Effort*  of 
Mr.  Pin- 
kertou  at 


522 


HISTORY  OF  TItE 


EtIEOPE. 

CnAf.  I. 
1H(M-U. 

11312. 


Capture  of 

MwcOT  by 
tbe  Fjmcli. 

18  IS. 


introduction  from  the  BUhop  of  Abo,  proceeded  to  St  Peters- 
burgh  in  August  1812  j  and,  shortly  after  his  arrival,  he  Imd 
an  audience  of  Prince  Galitzln,  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
RfUgionSj,  whoj  in  the  course  of  conversation,  expressed  his 
wiiltngness  to  promote  tiie  benevolent  dcsjrrns  of  the  Society 
among  the  Protestants  resident  In  differSnt  parts  of  the 
empire. 

Impressed  with  this  favourable  reception  in  such  a  quarter, 
yet  at  a  loss,  as  a  solitary  strangerj  how  to  turn  it  to  advantage, 
he  detormhied  to  join  his  correspondent,  Mr.  Pinkerton,  and 
confer  with  him  personally  on  the  business  which  regarded 
their  common  object.  He  reached  Moscow  on  tlie  2d  of 
September,  and  on  that  and  the  two  ensuing  days,  wSiIle  the 
French  aimiea  were  rapidly  advancing  to  the  city,  and  all 
around  tliem  was  apprehension,  confusion,  and  dismay,  these 
excellent  men  were  quietly  discussing  their  plans  for  the 
spiritual  improvement  of  that  empire,  whose  very  existence 
was  threatened  with  destruction. 

It  soonj  however,  became  evident  that  the  plan  devised  "by- 
Mr*  Pinkerton  was  for  the  time  utterly  impracticable.  Nothing 
could  then  be  attempted  at  Moscow :  it  was  on  the  eve  of 
falling  into  the  hands  of  an  infuriated  enemy ;  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  nobility,  wlio  had  [*romised  their  assistance  in 
establishing  a  Bible  Society  within  it,  had  departed,  either  to 
join  the  army,  or  to  seek  refuge  in  the  interior  of  the  country. 
In  tills  state  of  things,  it  obviously  appeared  thiit  St  Pctcrsbnrgh, 
and  not  Moscow,  ought  to  be  contemplated  as  the  ground  on. 
which  the  attempt  to  erect  a  Bible  Society  should  be  made. 
It  was  therefore concludcdjthat, on  hia  return  to  St,  Pctersburgb, 
Mr.  Pateraon  should  lustitutc  the  necessary  inquiries;  and. 
that,  upon  receiving  information  of  their  leading  to  a  favour- 
able issue,  Mr.  Pinkerton  should  immedi.ately  join  liiui,  in 
order  that  their  exertions  might  be  unitedly  employed,  in 
carrying  the  project  into  actual  execution. 

Such  was  the  result  of  that  hurried  but  important  interview, 
which  these  two  Christian  plntanthropists  enjoyed  within  the 
walls  of  Moscow,  while  the  torches  were  preparing,  which,  in 
a  few  hours,  were  to  kindle  a  conflagration,  that  should  lay  a 
large  proportion  of  its  public  buildings  in  aflhe^ 
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On  the  5tli,  the  danger  had  become  so  imminent,  that 
Ml'.  Paterson  judged  it  prudent  uo  longer  to  delay  liis  de- 
parture. Couiraencini;  his  jouraey  at  mid-day,  lie  passed  along 
a  road  crowded  with  fujiitivea,  priaouers,  and  recruits;  and, 
on  the  evening  of  the  13th,  reaehed  in  safety  the  place  of  his 
destination.  On  his  arrival  at  St.  Petersburgh,  he  found 
the  inhabitants  so  completely  af;itated  hy  the  capture  of 
Moscow,  as  not  to  he  in  a  condition  for  jittcnding  to  any 
measures,  but  what  had  resiwct  to  their  personal  or  political 
safety. 

In  the  ensuing  October,  howeverj  when,  by  the  change  of 
event3j  confidence  had  to  a  certain  degree  returned,  Mr. 
Paterson  proceeded  to  disseminate  intelligence  on  tlie  nature  of 
the  Bible  Society,  and  the  countenance  afforded  by  His  Imperial 
Majesty  to  its  object  in  Finland.  He  urged  the  expediency  of 
establishing  a  Society  fur  the  Russian  dominions,  and  stated 
the  willingness  and  determination  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society  to  contribute  the  sum  of  £500,  in  the  event  of 
such  8  Society  being  established. 

All  address  to  tliis  effect  having  been  privately  circulated^ 
and  many  among  the  superior  classes  of  society  having 
expressed  their  approbation  of  the  measure,  and  their  desire  to 
sec  it  accomplialiedj  Mr,  Paterson  waited  on  Prince  Galitzin, 
and  presented  the  plan  which  he  had  draiiTi  up  for  a  Bible 
Society  at  St.  Peteraburgh,  together  with  a  memorial  explana- 
tory of  its  object,  and  of  the  grounds  on  which  it  was  recom- 
mended to  the  patronage  of  His  Imperial  Majesty.  A  copy 
was,  at  the  same  time,  presented  to  Earl  Cathcartj  the  British 
mioiater,  who  took  a  lively  interest  in  the  success  of  the 
undertaking.  Prince  Galitzin  received  Mr.  Paterson  with 
mucli  kindness,  spoke  warmly  in  praise  of  the  Bible  Society, 
and  promised  to  lay  the  proposition  for  a  similar  Society  before 
His  Imperial  Majesty,  who  postponed  his  departure  to  the 
army,,  in  order  to  examine  the  document  On  the  25th.  of 
December  it  was  announced  tliat  the  proposition  had  received 
the  Emperor's  sanction;  and  on  the  I4th  of  January  1813, 
appeared  tlie  Imperial  Ukase,  authorising  the  establishment  of 
a  Bible  Society  at  St.  Peteraburgh,  on  the  principles  contained 
in  the  memorial.     The  tlkase  is  repi-csented  to  have  produced. 
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not  onlj  a  great  sensation,  \\.\t  also  the  deepest  satisfaction 
among  all  classes,  Jews  imd  Ckristiaiis»  Russians  and  Ar- 
menians, Catholics  and  Protestants,* 

On  receiving  intelligence  of  what  had  taken  place,  Mr. 
Pinkerton  (hy  permission  of  Prince  Me!ehersky,  in  whose 
family  he  was  then  residing  as  percoptor)  imnicdiatoly  repaired 
to  St.  Petersbiirgh,  in  order  to  unite  his  connsels  and  exertions 
■with  those  of  his  fellow -labourer,  to  givi;  effect  to  the  Imperial 
Ukase,  Their  joint  efforts  wore  then  directed  to  the  necessary 
measures  for  regidarly  forming  the  proposed  Society.  In 
tliia  they  met  with  much  encouragement  The  preliminary 
arrangements  being  completed,  the  jiersons  invited,  amomiting 
to  forty,  assembled,  on  the  23d  of  January,  at  tlie  Palace  of 
Prince  Galitzin,  The  Prince,  on  entering  the  room,  took  the 
Archbishop,  tlie  Metropolitan  of  the  Greek  Church,  by  the 
hand,  and  seated  him  in  the  highoat  place ;  next  to  him  the 
Prince  stationed  the  Metropolitan  of  the  Catholic  Churches. 
Opposite  to  tliem  were  ranged  the  other  prelates,  and  the 
ministers,  nobles,  and  gentlemen  severally  took  their  ssats 
according  to  the  order  of  precedency.  The  Imperial  Ukase 
was  firat  read,f  permitting  the  formation  of  a  Bible  Society  lu 


•  At  the  Tery  time,  the  Emperor  was  aigiung  this  clocumeDt,  tlie  5aat  of 
the  enemy  wns  croeaingf  the  Vietula, 

t  The  following:  >b  a  translation  of  the  Ukase,  as  it  was  published  in  the 
SldTonifLn  and  (_ierman  langTiiiges  : 

"MEMORIAL,  moat  humbly  stthmittcd  to  His  httperial Majesty ^  by 
the  Diyecior-General  of  the  Spiritual  Concerns  of  the  ForHgn 
Chttrchen, 

P^iershnrgh,  Dec.  6,  l»VZ.      OM  Sfj/te, 

"The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  ilie  detfign  of  wiiii-h  ia  to 
sprend  tbe  doctrines  of  the  Holy  Scripturfls  in  diferent  languagfis,  and 
amon^  TOrious  nntiDti?,  beinir-  fully  convinced,  that,  in  the  RuBHiun  Km- 
pire,  mimy  pUilaiithn>i>it:  Christiana  will  be  found,  who  are  desiroiiii  to 
advance  the  temporal  and  eternal  welfare  of  their  fftllow-crf-atures,  has 
re'iuested  one  of  t(«  memhersj  the  Rev,  J.  PuttTson^  to  pfonioto  the  esta- 
blishment cf  a  Bible  Society  ia  St,  Fetersburg-h,  provided  it  should  meet 
with  the  approbation  of  your  Imperial  Majesty. 

"  The  proposal  of  Mr.  Paleraon  has  induced  many  person  to  express  b 
«i&h,  thftt  a  Bible  Society  mifrht  actually  l>e  formed  in  this  t'upitjd,  being 
|)L'niUU(]ed  Ihut  such  an  lu&titutiuii  would  {irov?  Lig^hly  Irfiicific.'iHl,  and 
lieiiig  defliroiu  theioselvea  to  tnke  tm  active  pari  in  the  same.    Influenced 


I 


I 

I 


ISU. 


BHlTlSn  AJTt)  rOREION  BIBLE  BOCIETT.  $25 

St  Peteraburgh ;  after  which  the  Society  was  formally  con'  EDROPE. 
stituted,    Prince   Galitziii  heing   chosen  and  apjKtintL^d  Pre-    cnTv  I. 
sklent     The  meeting  terminated  with  mutual  congratulations    I8W-U. 
among  the  nipmbers.     "It  was,"  write  Messrs.  Paterson  and    Sect.  H. 
Pinkertoiis    "  tntly  deUghtful    to   see    the   unanimity   which  ^o«tiieiis 
actuntcd  tliis  assembly,  composed  of  Christians  of  the  Russian      Itufsia. 
Greek  Church,  of  Armctuans^  of  Catholics,  of  Luthcrarbs,  of 
Calvinists,  all  met   for    the   express   purpose  of  making  the 
Gospel  of  tlic  gi'ace  of  God  sound  out  &om  the  shorea  of  the 
Baltic  to  the  Eastern  Ocean,  and  from  the  Frozen  Ocean  to 
the  Black  Sea,  and  the  borders  of  China,  by  putting  into  the 
hands  of  Christians  and  Maliomedsuis,  of  Lamitcs  ai^d  the 
votaries   of  Stiaman,  with   many  other  heathen   tribes^  the 
oracles  of  the  living  God."   Thus  auspicioualy  did  Uiis  Society 
commence.   Alas  !  that  a  future  page  should  have  to  record  its 
abrupt  s,u8pension  and  teraiination^not,  however,  until  it  had,  by 
the  favour  of  God,  put  forth  some  extraordinai*y  efforts  towards 
accomplishing   the   object  for   which   it   was   instituted.      It 

by  aentiineiits  like  these,  Mr.  Paterson  haa  presented  to  me  a  plan  for  the 
formation  of  euch  a  Society,  nnil  requested  me  to  lay  it  before  your 
Imjieiial  Maje&ty,  and  Eo  entreat  your  mo^t  grncioua  sanctioD  of  the  pro- 
posed  meiisure. 

■"  While  the  jmnting  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  die  Skvonic  Ifingiiflge, 
for  tlie  uss  of  the  profeasora  of  the  RuB&iun  Cireek  reli^on,  is  to  remain 
under  the  sole  and  excliifive  control  of  the  IIulj  BynoiJ,  [  consider  the 
aboTe  mentioned  plan  truly  usefiil  for  the  dissemination  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testument  among  the  profesdora  of  foreign  chnrthes  rKeident  in 
Itu^ia,  by  enabUog  the  lesft  wealthy  to  purchase  copiea  at  a  cheap  rate, 
and  by  supplying'  the  poor  gmtuitously. 

*' Encouraged  by  the  sanction  which  your  Imperial  Majeaty  haft  been 
pleased  to  give  to  the  Bible  Soriety  lately  formed  at  Abo,  1  feelem- 
holdened  to  present  this  plan  to  your  ImperiaJ  Majesty  for  eiiunmation, 
and  to  Submit  it  to  your  most  gradous  consideration,  whether  your 
Imperial  Majeety  may  not  think  proper  to  direct,  that  tlie  plan  ffugrg^sted 

»by  th*;  British  and  Forei^  Bible  Society,  for  the  formation  of  a  Himilnr 
Institution  in  Petershurg^h,  on  the  principles  therein  stated,  should  be  carried 
into  execution. 
■  (Signed)  "PRI.NXE  A1.EXA:^DER  GALJTZIN." 

H        "  Approved  by  His  Imperial  Majesty,  who  eubscnbed  with  his  own 
W    hand,  "Bb  rr  so. 

B  "ALEJCA-NDEH.' 

H        Then  foUuwd  the  plan  of  the  Society,  with  it«  mles  and  r^ulaliontf. 
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entered  as  one  of  its  mcmbera,  with  a  donation  of  20j000 
niblea,  and  an  annual  subscription  of  10,000.* 

On  the  forniatiun  of  the  Society,  effective  arrangements  wei 
made  without  delny  for  the  carrying  of  Its  purjjoses  into  etfecM 
A  paper,  on  the  nature  and  usefuhiesa  of  Bible  Societies,  wj 
drawn   up   in  tlie  Russian,  German,  and  Polish   languages, 
and   widely  circulated.      The  Directors  commenced  with  a^ 
distribution  of  the  Scriptures  in  different  languages,  fumishf 
by  the  Ilritish  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  among  the  prisoners 
of  war  and  poor  British  residenta ;  but  it  soon  advanced  to  tha, 
prosecution  of  more  extensive  and  permanent  plans. 

Shortly  after  the  establislunent  of  the  St,  Petersburgh  Bible 
Society,  Mr.  Pmkertoii,  whose  share  in  that  movement  wj 
honourably  attested  by  Prince  Galltzin,  felt  a  strong 
position  to  form  an  Auxiliary  Society  ot  Moscow.  Thither 
he  repaired  as  soon  as  his  health  permitted ;  and  having 
drawn  up  an  address  on  the  circulation  of  the  Scriptures,  and. 
the  utility  of  Bible  Societies,  he  proceeded  to  call  on  some  distin- 
guished persons,  who  entei*ed  cordially  into  his  views.  A  plan 
was  afterwards  submitted  to  the  Petersburgh  Committee,  and 
being  by  them  approved,  a  meeting  was  held  on  the  16th  ol' 
July  1813,  the  Archbishop  Vicarius  of  Moscow,  together 
with  five  of  the  first  clergy  (Archimandrites)  and  a  number  of 
the  most  resjiectable  nobility,  being  present;  and  a  Society 
formed,  entitled  "  The  Moscow  Committee  of  the  Bilile  So- 
ciety." By  this  act  was  effected  a  union  between  tlic  iioly 
Synod  and  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Confessions,  requisite  to 
render  the  constitution  of  the  St.  Petersburgh  Society  pcrfectj 
and  its  powers  for  universal  operation  throughout  the  empire 
complete ;  thus  rendeiing  it  In  eitect,  what  it  became  afterwards 
in  designation,  tlie  Russian  Bible  Society. 

While  these  measures  were  taking  place  in  the  heart  of  the 
empire,  preparation  was  uaking  for  similar  proceedings  on 

•  Pot  ft  fiirtfeer  narrative  of  this  intereflting-  eTwit,  seeOitenir.p.  2l3, 
ftnd  ulso  ''The  Book  for  every  Land  :  Hemitiiacences  of  Ltibour  iiud  Ad- 
venture in  thft  work  of  JQible  circulation  in  the  i^orth  of  Europe  aud  in 
Ruaua,"  by  the  laie  John  Pnteraon^  D,D, 
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Uie  sliorca  of  the  Baltic,  Seven  years  had  elapsed  since  a  cor- 
respondence had  been  ojiened  with  Esthonia,  from  winch, 
liowever,  owing  to  local  ditRculties,  no  advantage  to  the  common 
cnusc  had  lieen  derived.  But  the  eatabliahmpnt  of  the  St-  Pe- 
tershurgh  BiWe  Society,  and  its  authority  and  obligation  to  fonn 
Committees  thronghout  the  empire,  removed  at  once  these  diffi- 
culties. As  soon,  therefore,  as  Mr.  Paterson'a  services  in  the 
capital  could  be  for  a  time  disiwnsed  with,  he  proceeded  towards 
the  Eastern  Provinces,  with  the  approbation  of  the  St.  Peters- 
burgh  Committee,  with  a  view  to  form  Auxiliary  Societies 
in  the  provinces  of  Cotirland,  Livonia,  and  Esthoiua.  And 
such  was  his  success  that  he  was  enabled  to  report,  on  his 
return  to  St,  Petersburgh,  the  establishment  and  active  organi- 
zation of  the  Dorpat,  Mittau,  Riga,  and  Reval  Bible  So- 
cietiqi^;  the  last  of  which  was  fonned  on  the  16th  of  July  1813, 
the  day  on  wbich  the  Bible  Society  was  instituted  at  Moscow. 
The  want  of  the  Scriptures  m  these  provinces  was  ascertained 
to  exceed  very  greatly  the  estimate  which  had  been  previously 
formed.  In  the  district  of  Dorpat  alone,  which  contained 
106,000  inhnbitanta,  not  200  Testaments  were  to  be  found : 
thousands  among  that  population  had  never  seen  a  New 
Testament;  it  is  said  there  were  even  pastors  who  had  not 
a  copy  of  the  Scriptures  m  the  dialect  in  which  they  preached : 
and  this  scarcity  was  reported  of  a  district,  in  which  the 
United  Brethren  atone  reckoned  ia  their  connection  above 
11,000  truJy  pious  members,  besides  nearly  as  many  more 
who  manifested  a  hopeful  concern  for  religion.  The  zeal  for 
obtaining  the  Scriptures,  and  also  for  promoting  their  dis- 
tribution, was  very  generally  displayed  by  all  ranks  throughout 
these  provinces.  The  lead  was  taken,  in  the  formation  and 
the  patronage  of  tlie  respective  Societies,  by  persons  of  the 
first  distinction  for  rank,  talents  and  piety.* 

In  order  to  meet  the  multiplied  wants  of  the  numerous 
populations  unitcil  under  tlie  Kusstun  sceptre,  the  newly  formed 
Society  entered  into  several  engagements.  Tfae  Holy  Synod 
gave  orders  for  the  printing  of  several  thousand  copies  of  the 
Slavonian  Bible  at  Moscow  and  Kief,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
I      Russian  Greek  Christians.     An  edition  of  5000  copies  of  the 

H         *  Count  lieren  and  Daran  YictiD<,'h<jff  are  particularly  m«ntiuned. 
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Polish  New  Testament  wag  begun-  Arrangenaents  were  made 
for  printing  5000  copies  of  the  Catholic  translation  of  the 
French  Bible,  (De  Sacy's),for  the  use  of  tlie  Komaa  Catholics 
in  Russia.  The  Lutlieraii  translation  of  the  German  Bible, 
on  stAnding  types,  was  comment-eLL  It  was  resolved  to  pnnt 
5000  copies  of  the  Finnish  Bible,  on  tlie  standing  tVjKis  pre- 
pared for  the  Abo  Bible  Society*  previously  to  tlieir  being 
sent  off  from  St.  Petersburgh.  Types  were  prepared  for  the 
Calmuc  language,  and  the  Gospel  of  St.  Matthew  was  ordered 
to  press.  It  was  contemplated  to  prepaie  the  Bible  in  the 
Armenian  language,  copies  of  which  had  become  so  scarce, 
that  the  SoeEety  was  not  able  to  procure  one  at  any  price  j 
Lut  that  being  regarded  as  too  exjiensive  an  undertaking  for 
the  funda  then  at  tlieir  disposal,  the  Sot-iety  pnt  to  press 
5000  copies  of  tlie  Now  Testament  m  that  language. 

The  origination  oftlie  Sl  Peteraburgh  Bible  Society,  leadmg 
to  the  progressive  formation  of  the  several  branches  connected 
with  it,  which  have  been  already  enumerated,  was  regai'dedj  and 
surely  with  much  justice,  as  one  of  the  most  iroportftnt  of  the 
results  with  which,  at  that  time,  God  had  been  pleased  to 
honoui'  the  laboui's  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society, 

An  account  has  been  already  given  of  the  favourable  con- 
dition in  which  Sweden  was  supposed  to  be,  witli  respect  to  the 
possession  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  In  consequence  of  that 
representation,  some  yeai's  were  suffered  to  elapse,  witlioot  any 
attempt  being  made  to  promotej  in  tJiat  country,  the  work 
W'liidi,  to  a  greJiter  or  less  degree,  was  proceeding  with  ellect 
in  many  others.  But  the  time  had  arrival,  when  Stockholm  was 
to  add  another  Society  to  tliose  already  established  for  that 
pui*pose  on  the  continent  of  Europe. 

The  history  of  the  Institution  erected  at  Stockholm,  will  be 
found  to  connect  with  the  event  of  Mr.  Paterson^a  retirement 
from  Copenhagen  on  account  of  tho  war,  atid  the  investigation 
which,  (luring  the  suspension  of  his  labours  in  Denmark,  ho 
was  led  to  prosecute  in  Sweden.  Tho  result  of  this  investi- 
gation, which  had  been  made  with  diljgonee,  aiid  under  cir^ 
cnmstances  favourable  for  aacertaiiibg  the  truth,  agreed  with 
the  reiJort  which  had  been  previously  received,  in  some  par- 
ticnlars,  but  differed  from  it  in  others,  and  those,  too,  of  con- 
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siderablc  importance.  Witli  tliat  report  it  strictly  concurred^ 
BO  far  OS  reyardetl  the  state  of  respectable  families,  and  the 
houses  of  fanners  and  innkeepers ;  in  all  which  a  Bihie  was 
regularly  found:  but  here  the  agreement  ended.  Tlie  aC' 
count  transmitted  by  llr.  Patersoa  described  the  families  of 
inferior  consideration,  tlie  inliahitants  of  cottages  and  cabinSj 
as  almofit  totally  destitute  of  the  word  of  God  ;  and  represented 
the  possession  of  a  Bible^  as  an  article  of  property,  in  tlio  caso 
of  a  servant  or  a  labourer,  to  be  a  tiling  unknown,  and,  from 
the  high  price  which  it  bore,  almost  mtpoasible. 

The  discrepancy  between  the  two  statements  led  to  a  re- 
ference to  the  respectable  Swedish  authorities,  from  whom  the 
more  favourable  intelligence  had  been  derived;  the  event  of 
wliich  was  an  unequivocal  confirmation  of  Mr.  Paterson'a 
statement  with  respect  to  the  wants  of  the  lower  classes  in 
Sweden,  and  a  consequent  resolution  of  the  British  and  Fo- 
reign Biblo  Society  to  encourage  the  formation  of  an  establish- 
ment at  Stockholm  for  administering  to  theii'  effectual  and 
permanent  relief. 

Animated  by  assurances  of  co*operation  from  London,  and 
by  promises  of  support  from  persons  of  great  respectability  in 
Stockhobn,  Mr.  Paterson  drew  up  a  Memorial  on  the  subject. 
The  efl'ect  of  this  Memorial,  combined  with  other  exertions 
directetl  to  the  same  object,  was  the  establishment  of  an  In- 
stitution at  Stockholm,  under  the  designation  of  the  "Evan- 
gelical Society,"  with  the  sanction  of  the  King  and  Privy 
Council. 

The  desire  of  effectmg  certain  other  religious  purposes,  and 
the  impracticability,  at  that  period,  of  forming  separate  In- 
stitutions for  e^ch,  rendered  it  expedient  to  incorporate  the 
distribution  of  the  Scriptures,  and  of  Religious  Tracts,  Otc,  in 
one  common  establisliment  With  a  view,  however,  to  secure 
a  strict  conformity  to  the  fundamental  rule  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society,  that  of  eiiculating  the  Scriptures  alone, 
provision  was  made  in  the  constitution  of  the  EvangoHcal 
Society,  that  each  of  these  objects  should  form  the  business  of 
a  separate  depnrtment,  and  both  the  income  and  expenditure 
attaching  to  each  be  kept  regularly  and  religiously  distinct 

The  Stockholm  Evangelical  Society,  having  thus  qnaliticd 
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itself  for  a  coimectJon  with  the  British  and  Foreign  Bil>Ie  So- 
ciety, forwarded  to  London  an  address,  breatting  a  spirit  of 
warm  and  generous  piety,  and  describing  with  much  clearness 
the  origin,  design,  and  circumstances  of  the  new  Institution.* 
On  tlie  receipt  of  this  gratifyinn;  communication,  the  Society 
made  an  immediate  grant  of  £300,  accompLtnied  with  an  ex- 
pression of  their  congratulations.  Thus  was  laid,  in  the  capital 
of  Sweden,  a  foundation  ujnon  winch  a  National  Bible  Society 
was  afterwards  to  be  erected.  Tiie  good  produced  by  tins 
limited  and  temporary  establishment  was  very  great  It  was, 
in  fact,  the  first  d^pot  in  which  the  Scriptures  were  printed 
and  accumulated  for  distrihution  in  the  north  of  Europe,  and 
in  its  bosom  the  aeal  tor  circulating  the  Holy  Scriptures  was 
first  awakened,  which  diffused  itself  throughout  the  Swedish 
provinces,  and  afterwards  kindled  a  kindred  llame  in  the  very 
heart  of  the  Russian  Empire. 

The  Stocltholm  Society  embarked  in  its  new  under^ 
taking  with  much  spirit,  insomuch  that,  by  the  close  of  the 
following  year  (1810),  more  than  11,000  copies  of  the  New 
Testament  had  been  issued,  and  a  reaolution  formed  for 
printing  tlie  Old  Testament  j  and  all  this  in  a  country,  and  for 
a  people,  which  had  been  considered  so  generally  furnished 
with  the  Bible,  that  "no  want"  was  believed  to  exist  among 
them  "  of  that  Holy  Book.'* 

Another  object  winch  early  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
Stockholm  Society,  and  in  which  they  showed  a  lively  interest, 
was  the  superintendence  of  the  printing  of  the  New  Testament 
iu  the  dialect  of  Lapland — a  language  totally  distinct,  and 
epoken  by  a  people  who,  in  thoir  mode  of  living,  and  advance 
in  cultivation,  were  very  far  behind  the  inhabitants  of  Sweden, 
and  amont^  whom  existed  a  great  want  of  Bibles,  as  well  as  of 
other  religious  books.  The  British  Society  had,  some  time 
before  (1808),  on  the  representation  of  Messrs.  Paterson  ant! 
Ilendei-son,  appropriated  a  sum  of  £50,  to  an  edition  of  5000 
copies,  for  distribution  in  Norwegian,  Russian,  and  Swedish 
Lapland,  and  the  friends  at  Stockholm  cheerfully  undertook 
tlie  execution  of  the  work. 

Before  the  expiration  of  1811,  this  active  Association  had 
•  For  copy  of  the  Address,  see  Fifth  Ileporl>  Apiwndix. 
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printed  four  editions  ol'  the  Swedish  New  Testament,  amount- 
ing to  16,000  copies,  together  with  aii  edition  of  5000  copies 
on  standing  t^es,  a  thing  never  before  attempted  in  that 
kingdom*  So  great  was  the  demand  for  botli,  that  the  Testa- 
ment had  been  rapidly  disposed  of,  and  the  whole  edition  of 
the  Bible  bespoken  long  before  it  was  printed.  To  encourage 
the  printing  of  fresh  editions  of  these  works,  an  addltionul 
grant  of  £200  this  year,  and  £900  in  the  year  following,  was 
made  by  the  BritisEi  and  Foreign  Bible  Society.  The  Lap- 
ponese  New  Testaments  being  completed,  were  forwarded  to 
their  respective  destinations.  One  half  were  distributed  in  all 
the  jiarishes  of  Swedish  Laplandj  according  to  a  plan  prc- 
vioualy  settled  by  tlie  Royal  Ckancery  at  Stockholm,  and  the 
transport  of  the  booka  was  made  at  the  public  espense,  the 
King  expressing  his  pleasure  at  the  etfort  mode  for  promoting 
a.  better  knowledge  of  the  Christian  religion  among  his  Lap- 
laud  subjects. 

The  following  Interesting  anecdote  relating  to  the  Swedish 
Province  of  Dalccarlia  was  related  by  Dr.  Rrunnniark,  Chap- 
lain to  the  Swedish  Embassy,  at  a  Meeting  held  in  the  Egyptian 
HaJI>  for  the  formation  of  t)ie  City  of  London  Bible  Auxiliary, 
August  1812: — 

"After  Sweden  wa3  forced  to  make  ]jeace  with  France,  and 
declare  against  England,  tho  usual  war-prayer  continued  to 
be  read  in  all  the  churches.  The  Dalecarlians  asked  who 
were  the  enemies  of  the  coontry ;  and  when  they  were  told 
that  the  English  were  meant  by  that  name, — ■*  No,  no/  ex- 
claimed they,  '  the  English  are  not  our  enemies:  they  are  ouf 
best  friends.  Thej  sent  tis  corn  to  sow^  our  land,  when  in  our 
distress  we  had  consumed  even  the  grain  hitended  for  seed  j 
they  scut  us  medicine  for  our  sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  and 
woollen  blankets  for  our  hospitals;  and,  what  ia  more  than 
all,  tJ/eff  hare  lately  tent  us  the  BiUe  !^  The  Dalecarlians 
thereupon  requested  of  their  ministers  to  discontinue  die 
war-prayer,  which  60oq  afterwards  was  permitted  to  be 
done." 

The  Stockholm  Evangelical  Society,  after  the  lapse  of  five 
years,  became  merged  in  the  Swedish  Bible  Society,  Up  to 
that  period,  &0  vigorous  and  unremittuig  had  been  their  ex- 
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EUROPE,  ertions,  that  they  had  printed  not  fewer  than  33,000  Testa- 
Chap  I     nients  and  11,000  Bibles,  and  were,  at  the  time  of  its  being 
1804-14.    superseded  by  the  National  Society,  preparing  new  editions  of 
Sect!  II.    each.     Stimulated  by  its  example,   and   encouraged    by  its 
NoBTHKEB  success,  Biblc  Societies  were  established  in  other  towns  or 
Sweden,     provinces  of  Sweden,  particularly  in  Wisby,  Gothenburg,  and 
1814.       Westeras;  and  in  July  1814,  chiefly  through  the  exertions  of 
Dr.  Brunnmark,  the  Swedish  Bible  Society  was  formed  at 
Stockholm.     Baron  Rosenblad,  Minister  for  the  Home  De- 
partment, a  nobleman  of  the  highest  rank  in  Sweden,  to  whose 
good  ofGees  with  the  Government  the  Stockholm  Evangelical 
Society  had,  from  its  first  establishment,  been  essentially  in- 
debted, was  appointed  its  President     His  Majesty  the   King 
was  pleased  to  allow  himself  to  be  enrolled  as  Patron,  and 
the  Crown  Prince  became  the  first  Honorary  Member.     This 
was  approved  in  fall  Council  of  State,  and  registered  the  same 
day  in  the  great  State  Minute  Book.     The  labours  of  this  So- 
ciety belong  to  a  subsequent  period. 
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Tteittilts  of  precerJinf)  cffoi-tx  on  the  Continent — Tours  of  Dm 
Patcrson,  Pin/certon,  and  iFendfTson^ — New  Societies  m  Ger- 
many, Swiizfrtandf  Fynnce, — Failure  of  efforts  in  Avitrta,— 
Papal  opposition,-^  Fuit  of  Air.  Omen  to  the  Continent. — JJan 
de  la  litic/ie. — St/rrcssiee  lunim  of  Dr.  Sfeinhopff'. —  Irtterval  of 
hufht'st  fl^cienct/  of  Continental  InHitutiDtu.—Apocryph/il  Rt- 
gulalions. — General  d'msatvf action  of  Foreign  Societies.— Dtf 
putaticn  of  Dr.  Pinfufrton  and  Hev.  It.  W.  Sibtlwrp. — Plmt  of 
teparate  Agenry  recommended. — Services  ^  Leander  Van  Ea, 


The  period  on  Tvliich  we  now  enter,  exhibita  the  operations  of 
the  Society,  in  their  relation  to  kindred  institntiona  on  the  Con- 
tinent of  Europe,  in  their  greatest  effieiency  and  vigour.  The 
re-estaUishment  of  peace  had  thrown  open  agnin  those  chan- 
nels of  communication,  which  a  jealous  hostility  had  so  long 
kept  closed ;  and  facilities  of  mutual  ami  unsu3)>ected  inter- 
course among  the  lately  belligerent  nations  were  now  multi- 
plied in  every  direction.  The  progress  of  the  Society  already, 
notwithstanding  the  ohstruetiona  it  had  encountered,  had  heen 
such  as  to  prepare  it  to  enter,  with  zeal  and  activity,  on  that 
more  extensive  field  into  which  its  exertions  were  now  to  bw 
carried.  Nor  was  it  slow  to  avail  itself  of  those  greater  fa- 
B  cllities  for  the  advancement  of  its  cause,  which  were  now  aSbrded. 
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Will  nave  been  seen,  tliat  one  leading  otyect  ot  the  so- 
ciety was  to  encourage  foreign  comitrita  to  adopt  its  prin- 
ciple, by  instituting  Societies  of  their  own,  for  the  express  and 
sole  ]iurposc  of  circulating  the  Holy  Scriptures.  This  object 
had  been,  to  some  limited  extent,  already  accomplished ;  but  it 
was  now  to  be  realized  on  a  much  larger  scale.  Tlie  multi- 
plication of  these  Societies,  their  rapid  rise  and  successful 
progress,  in  concert  with  those  already  formed,  will  oC'Cupy 
and  distinguish  tlie  period  comprised  in  this  chapter,  being  an 
interval  of  about  fifteen  years,  from  1814  to  1829,  After  the 
latter  date,  the  British  and  Foreign  Society,  owing  to  the 
course  which  it  thought  right  to  adopt  on  the  Apocryphal 
question,  became  rather  an  interested  spectator  of  their 
labours,  than  an  active  participant  in  them:  its  operations 
on  the  Continent  being  thenceforward  carried  on  cliiefly  by 
means,  of  agencies  under  its  own  immediate  control. 

It  may  liere  be  proper  to  remai'k,  how  much  the  Society 
was  indebted  for  tlie  promotion  of  its  object,  and  the  extension 
of  its  work  on  the  Continent,  to  the  auccessive  visits  undertaken 
by  its  Secretaries  Dr,  Stetnkopff  and  Mr.  Ovven,  and  more 
esj)ecially  to  those  of  its  a^'ents,  Drs.  Pnbersou,  Henderson, 
and  Pinkerton,  accompanied  and  assisted,  as  they  were  in  a 
few  instances,  by  other  friends.  The  services  of  Messrs.  Pater- 
son,  Henderson,  and  Pinkerton,  were,  in  this  respect,  of  so  vast 
importance,  that  it  becomes  necessary,  before  we  proce'cd  to 
notice  consecutively  in  this  period  the  work  of  the  Society,  and 
its  progress,  in  tlie  different  countries  of  Europe,  to  refer 
the  reader  to  a  Tabular  View,  given  in  the  Appendix,  of 
the  occupation  and  movements  of  these  devoted  agents, 
not  only  in  order  to  a  just  estimate  being  formed  of  their 
labours,  but  also  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  subsequent  ex- 
plaiaations,  when,  as  will  often  be  the  case,  these  journeys  coino 
to  be  incidentally  referred  to  in  the  course  of  the  narmtive.* 

The  remarkable  manner  in  which,  through  the  Divine  Pro- 
vidence, these  three  servants  of  Christ,  originally  destined  to 
Missionary  enterprises,  were  led  to  connect  themselves  with 
the  work  of  tlie  Bible  Society,  has  been  already  described. 
It  has  been  also  seen  how  large  a  share  they  had  in  intro- 

•  Sec  Appendix  II.  Note  A. 
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ducing  Bible  o])pnitionis  into  DenTnark,  Sweden,  and  Russia;  EUROPE, 
and  how  itiuch  their  zealoua,  discreet,  and  persevering  efforts  coap  lU 
contributed  to  the  establishment  ot'  the  principal  Bible  So- 
cieties formed  in  those  countries.  Nor  were  these  objects 
accomplished  without  much  journeyingto  and  fro,  both  by  land 
and  water.  In  the  period  of  which  we  are  udw  about  to  treat, 
these  labonrs  became  jet  more  abundant.  Muny  countries 
were  visited;  immense  districts  were  traversed,  some  uf  them 
agnin  and  again ;  and  almost  every  part  of  Eiu-ope  was  pene- 
trated, and,  in  some  lustancesj  Asia  also  touched  upon,  by  these 
Bible  ambassadors,  in  pursuit  of  tlie  one  great  object  to  which 
they  had  consecrated  themselves.  These  labours,  in  the  case 
of  Drs,  Patersoiiand  Henderson,  continued  through  nine  or  ten 
years  of  the  period  before  us :  those  of  Dr,  Pinkerton  much 
longer,  as  the  sketch  referred  to  will  show. 

From  the  brief  outline  given  in  the  Appendis  of  the  system  of 
visitation,  if  we  may  so  designate  it>  which  was  carried  on,  during 
a  series  of  years,  on  the  Continent,  it  will  be  readily  imagined 
how  important  an  influence  it  must  have  had  in  promoting 
the  Society^s  objects.  Fully  to  estimate  the  advantages  derived 
from  tliese  visits,  it  would  be  necessary  to  consult  the  volumi- 
nous correspondence  to  wliich  it  gave  rise,  copious  specimens 
of  which  are  found  appended  to  the  several  Annual  Reports 
of  the  Society  during  the  period.  Indeed,  tlie  letters  of  Drs. 
Faterson,  Henderson,  and  Pinkertom  which  are  very  nume- 
rous, as  well  as  those  of  Dr.  Steinkopff  and  Mr.  Owen,  may  lie 
saft^ly  appealed  to  as  among  the  most  iutcrei^tlng  documents 
published  by  the  Society.  The  information  they  furnish  on  a 
variety  of  subjects  connected  with  Biblica!  researches  and 
labours  ia  truly  valuable,  whilst  tliey  also  ailWd  a  pleasing 
introduction  to  names  most  distinguished  in  tlie  history  of  the 
last  half  century,  for  their  exertions  in  the  Cause  of  philan^ 
thropy  and  religion  on  the  continent  of  Eurojw, 

Following  the  course  already  pursued,  we  shall  proceed  to 
review  the  division  of  Central  and  Northern  Europe,  reauroing 
the  history  of  the  several  Bible  Institutions  which  had  then 
come  into  existence  j  and  connecting  with  it  wliatever  may 
appear  most  worthy  of  notice  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
numerous  Societies  wliicli  afterwards  sprang  up,  and  which  we 
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shall  gi'oup  toget}ierj  as  far  as  may  be  foiiiid  practicable,  that 
we  may  Dot  be  led  out  too  largely  into  details. 

The  first  Bible  Society  formed  for  Germany  was  instituted, 
aa  we  have  seen,  at  Narpniber^,  whence  it  was,  after  a  sliort 
timej  ti'ausferred  to  Basle.  For  several  years  tlie  Basle  Society 
continued  to  be  the  principal  source,  from  which  most  of  the 
neighbouring  countries  were  supplied  with  the  Holy  Scriptures. 
In  1812,  as  the  result  of  Dr.  SteinkopfTs  visit  to  the  Conti- 
nent, a  Bible  Society  was  established  at  Stuttgnrt.  and  at 
Presburj;;;  and  also  in  several  places  in  Switzerland,  as 
Zurich,  Coircj  Schaifliausen,  St.  Gall.  But  it  was  not  till  the 
cessation  of  the  war,  that  the  way  became  open  for  the  free 
prosecution  of  the  work.  After  that  event,  Societies,  some  of 
thera  of  considerable  importance,  quickly  sprang  up  ;  and  the 
yeai'3  1814,  1815,  1B16,  witnessed  a  large  accession  to  these 
much  needed  and  valuable  institutions. 

The  return  of  Dr.  Pinkerton  to  Russia,  in  the  summer  of 
1814,  through  Holland,  Saxony,  and  Poland,  led  to  tho  for- 
mation of  several  Societies,  of  which  the  first  in  order  was  the 
Netherlands  Bible  Society,  estabhsbed  at  Amsterdam,  under 
the  Presidency  of  His  Excellency  M.  Roel,  Minister  of  the 
Interior.  Among  other  gratifying  circumstances,  it  was 
observed  that  many  Roman  Catholics  subscribed  themselvea 
members  of  it. 

"  The  Society,"  writes  Dr.  Pinkerton,  "  which  was  Ibrmed 
at  Amsterdam  on  the  29th  June  1814,  bids  fair  to  become  a 
powerfiil  auxiliary  in  the  cause  of  the  Bible.  The  population 
of  the  Seven  United  Provinces,  according  to  a  revision  made 
in  1810»is  2,151,268  souls;  of  wliom,  1,239,871  belongto  the 
Reformed  (Calvinistic)  Church;  667,063  are  of  the  Romau 
Catholic  persuasion;  157,403  are  Lutherans;  and  46,000  are 
Jews ;  I  do  not  mention  the  other  smaller  sects.  The  Bible  is 
to  be  found  in  the  houses  of  the  great  majority  of  the  Reformed, 
but  is  not  so  generally  possessed  by  ihe  Lutherans,  and  but 
very  few  Catliolicsare  in  possession  of  tliis  treasure.  On  an 
average,  at  least  one-half  of  the  whole  population  of  Holland 
may  he  considered  in  want  of  Bibles.  Here  is  u  great  sphere 
of  operation  for  the  Netherlands  Bibte  Society;  to  which  may- 
be added  the  Foreign  Colonies  of  the  Dutch,  and  the  exertions 
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which  tliey  are  ca^jable  of  making  iimoiig  the  neighbouring  EUROPE, 
nations."     The   example  of  Amsterdam   waa  soon   after   fol- 
lowed by  Uotterdam,  tlie  Hague,  and  other  cities  uf  the  Unjon. 

The  next  was  the  Society  of  thi;  Grand  Duchy  of  Berg. 
This  Society  was  established  at  Elbuil'eld,  which,  with  Biir- 
inen,  is  situated  in  the  Upper  Valley,  a  district  famous  in 
Germany  for  the  number  of  it^  manufactories.  The  sphere 
of  the  o|>eratioii  of  this  Society  included  a  lar^e  ]>opulation,  of 
which  th^  great  proportion  were  Catholics.  It  was  reported 
to  Dr.  Pinlterton,  on  good  authority,  that  matiy  thousands  of 
lliem  had  never  seen  a  Bible ;  and  that,  among  some,  even  the 
meaning  of  the  word  Bible  was  mikuown.  Of  this  So<;iety, 
His  Excellency  Baron  Von  Gruenur,  Goventor-Geueral  of  the 
Grand  Duchy  of  Berg,  became  the  President 

The  Hanoverian  Bible  Society  is  next  to  be  uoticed.  "In 
Hanover^  as  in  St,  Petersbnrgh,"  writes  Dr.  Pinkerton,  "I 
saw  the  Lutheran,  CalviiiEstic,  and  Roman  Catholic  Clergy 
join  hands  to  promote  the  good  cause."  The  President  of  tliis 
Society  was  His  Excellency  Baron  Von  Arnswtild,  Minister  of 
State,  Privy  Coimcillnr,  and  President  of  the  Ecclesiastical 
Court.  His  Royal  Higlmess  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  con- 
sented to  be  enrolled  aa  its  Patron. 

At  Berlin,  Dr.  Pmkerton  had.  the  pleasure  of  being  present  Primift, 
at  the  estabhshnient  of  the  Prus'siaji  Bible  Society,  under  the 
Presidency  of  Hia  Exeelleucy  LieTit.-GenenJ  Von  Diericke, 
tutor  to  the  Crown  Prince  of  Prussia.  The  plan  of  the 
Society  had  received  the  approval  of  His  Prussian  Majesty, 
who  confirmed  ita  laws,  and  granted  to  the  Society  freedom  of 
the  letter  post.  It  was  at  this  time,  that  tlie  Berlin  Bible 
Society,  which  had  existed  since  li*05,  merged  into  the  new 
National  Institution. 

Dr,  Pijikerton  next  proceeded  to  Dresden,  where  he  had  the  Suany. 
happiness  to  Avitness  the  formation  of  the  Saxon  Bible  Society, 
under  the  Presidency  of  His  Excellency  Count  Hohenthal, 
the  Minister  for  lieiigion. 

In  passing  through  Warsaw,  Dr.  Pinkerton  held   a  j>reli-  Poland, 
mmary  meeting  in  the  palace  of  Prince  CxartonskJ,  a  noble- 
man of  the  first  rank^  talents,  and  respectability,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  forming  a  Polish  Bible  Soeietyt  which  object,  however, 
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waa  not  actually  accomplished  till  two  years  afterwards,,  wlien 
it  waa  brought  about  by  the  benevolence  and  promptttude  of 
the  Emperor  of  Hussin  himself.  Such,  it  was  asserted^  was 
the  want  of  Scriptures  in  tliat  countryi  that  a  copy  of  the 
Bible  was  scarcely  to  be  obtained  at  any  price;  and  it  waa 
only  through  the  favour  of  the  Prince,  tliat  Dr.  Pinkerton  was 
able  to  obtain  an  old  copy  of  Wuick's  vcrsign  to  take  with 
him  to  St.  Petersburgh. 

Towards  the  establishment  and  operations  of  the  above 
Societies,  the  following  gi-ants  were  made  by  the  British  and 
Foreign  Hible  Society: — To  the  Netherlands  Bible  Suciety, 
£500;  Berg,  £300;  Hanov^erian,  £500;  Prussian,  £500; 
Saxon,  £500.*  A  grant  of  £100  waa  also  made  to  the  Prus- 
aian  Bible  Society  for  Its  Auisiliary  at  Potsdam  ;  and  the  Lke 
Bum  pre-scnted  to  the  Saxon  Bible  Society,  for  promoting  an 
edition  of  the  Kew  Testament  in  the  Wendisb  dialect,  for  the 
uae  of  the  Wends,  or  Vandals;>  in  Lusatia. 

In  was  in  the  conrse  of  this  tour,  that  Dr.  Pinkerton  com- 
menced that  negociation  with  the  Directors  of  the  University 
of  Leyden,  which  terminated  in  enabling  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Scwiety  to  print  the  Smptiures,  for  the  first 
tim©3  in  the  pure  Turkish  language.  This  object  was  first 
recommended  to  the  attention  of  the  Society  by  Dr.  Pin- 
kerton,  during  his  vi&it  to  London.  Having  satisfied  himBclf, 
by  an  examination  of  the  MS.,  that  it  was  worthy  f  of  the  use 
to  which  it  had  been  proposed  to  apply  it,  he  made  the 
necessary  arrangem*>nt^  at  Leyden  for  obtaining  the  loan  of 
the  MS.,  and  at  Berlin  for  having  it  copied,    revised,  and 


*  For  fuller  detaiU  respacting  the  fortnatiou  of  tlipse  Socaeties,  see 
Piiikerton'a  letters,  in  tte  Appendix  of  tlie  Rq>ort  for  1815. 

+  The  following:  account  of  the  author  of  tliis  MS.  waa  collected  by 
Mr.  Pinkerton,  from  varitms  recortk  in  the  library  m  wtdL'li  the  Mf?. 
was  depoftiljed : — 

•'  HaU-Bey  WM  hqrn  in  Pdland  in  the  begrinning  of  the  17th  century, 
IVis  reft]  aBHfC  wus  Albcrtiia  Bubooskj-.  Wliile  a  ynutli  he  wiia  atolen  by 
the  TartaWj  and  aoU\  to  the  Turka  in  CojMtantiapple.  By  ihetn  he  wus 
fdurated  in  the  Mahomedan  fkith,  and,  when  lie  gr^w  up,  bemme  iirst 
dni<joman,  or  translator  to  Mahtimet  IV.  He  understood  nervnteen 
lantjui^f.'Aj  and  is  said  lo  have  spoken  in  Frtnch)  German^  afit!  Kn^lish, 
like  o  nadve.    He  was  very  fond  of  the  Eng'tifih  kngitag*^ }  ai>d,  nt  tlii* 
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edited  Tho  indlvidiiul  wlio  volantavily  charged  himself  with  £tJROPE, 
tliis  arduous  service,  was  His  Excellency  Baron  Vim  Diez,  a  ^^^~  jj 
Turkish  sclioUr  of  great  cmineDcej  and  Councillor  of  Legation  laiJ-ag, 
to  the  Court  of  Berlin,  with  whose  qualifications  and  willing-  bkIt.  T. 
ness  to  undertake  this  work,  nn  accidental  conversation  at  ^''TaAi™ 
Berlin  brought  Dr.  Pinkerton  acquainted.*  11115. 

While  Dr.  Pinkerton  was  thus  siicfeBsfully  occupied  on  his 
journey  to  St.  Petershurgh  in  one  direction.  Dr.  Paterson,  to 
whom  a  different  route  had  been  ^signed,  was  no  less  dili" 
f'ontlj'  and  usefully  engaged  in  advancing  the  objects  of  the 
Society,  in  the  various  places  which  he  had  to  pass  through. 
Taking  Hflmbnrgh  on  hij  way  to  the  north  of  Eurttpe,  he  as- 
aisted  in  the  formation  of  the  Lubeck  BiWe  Society,  towards 
which  a  grant  was  made  of  £100.  IIis  exertions  proved, 
successful  in  promoting  the  formation  of  tlieHamhui-gh-Altona 
Bilde  Society,  In  which  he  was  also  assisted  by  the  personal 
efllbrtg  of  Dr.  Scbwabe,  Minister  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
in  Goodman's  Fieldsj  London,  to  whom  the  Society  waa  in- 
debted for  many  valuable  services.  To  this  Society  a  grant 
was  made  of  £300,  and  an  additional  sum  of  £100  to  Bremen, 
where  also  a  Society  was  formed. 

request  of  Mr.  Boyle,  tnmslated  tlie  Cliurcli  of  Engiland  Cat«ch5am  inta 
the  Turkish.  He  also  composed  different  works  himself,  aeveml  of  which 
hftve  been  published.  But  the  chief  of  Hali-Bey'«  work*  \s  his  Trnnila- 
tiim  i^'tfte  iphnle  Bif*le  inii}  the  Turkish  laiifiunge.  This  was  undertaken 
at  the  iLatiffBtion,  and  undtr  the  direction,  of  tlie  fiimoua  Levin  Warner, 
who  wan  the  Dutch  Ambassador  at  the  Court  of  the  Grand  Sultan  at  that 
lime;  and  the  translation  appeara  to  have  been  completed  about  the  year 
1680,  the  very  year  in  which  Seaman's  triuialation  of  Uie  New  Testa- 
ment inl&  Tartar- Turkish  was  printed  at  Oifoid.  Hah-Bey'fl  tranalntion, 
corrected  and  ready  for  the  press,  was  aent  to  Leyden  by  l\'iUTier,  in  order 
to  be  printed ;  hut  thia  hoa  nevef  yet  been  done,  and  il  etiU  reraaina  in 
the  Ulirary  of  that  UniTereity,  among'  their  vBluable  collection  of  Oriental 
manuflcripts. 

*'  Hali-Bey  irrote  also  a  Grunmar  and  Kctionarv  of  the  Turliifili 
tangnage  ^  but  I  have  been  unable,  as  yet,  to  leant  what  i*  become  of 
them  and  the  Church  Catechism.  Thia  wonderful  man  intended  retamitig 
into  the  bo&om  of  the  Christi&n  Church,  but  died  before  lie  flceompUshed 
hia  design." 

*  The  work  waa  afterwardd  reyieed  and  printed  by  Professor  Kieffer 
Bt  Paris ;  and,  aftef  undergoing  fiuther  and  subeeriuent  alleratioDii,  became 
the  version  still  iu  use  by  the  Society « 
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EUROPE.  A  Society  was  also  fornie<i  at  this  time  at  DantxiCj  affcr 
the  plan  of  tlie  Prussian  Bible  Society,  and  anotlier  Soeiety, 
through  the  peirsoiial  exertions  of  Dr.  Schvabe,  at  Erfurt,  in 
the  province  of  Thuringia,  to  which  a  grant  was  made  of 
£300.  Branch  Bible  Societies  were  about  the  same  time 
formed  by  the  United  Bretliraii,  at  Hernnhut,  Niesky,  and 
Kleinwelke,  in  connection  with  the  Sason  Bible  Society. 

Having  introduced  the  name  of  Dr.  Sciiwabe,  we  may  state, 
that*  in  a  joumey  which  he  made  this  year  in  behalf  of  the 
Society,  he  visited  Arnheim,  Frankfort-on-thc- Maine,  Hanau, 
the  hilly  parts  of  Saxony,  Halle,  Dresden,  Berlin,  Erfurt, 
Hanover,  Hamburgh,  with  many  intermediate  places,  im^ 
partinj^  and  receiving  much  information  relative  to  tho  Bible 
work.  In  the  course  of  this  joiu'ney  he  distributed,  in  a 
manner  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  the  smn  of  £300,  en^ 
trusted  to  him  for  tliia  purpose.* 

In  addition  to  the  Bible  Societies  already  formed  in  Switzer- 
land, one  was  instituted  this  year  at  Lausanne,  ibr  the  whole 
of  the  Canton  De  Vaud,  and  also  one  at  Geneva,  to  each 
of  which  the  sum  of  ^200  was  voted,  on  the  condition  that 
their  constitutions  were  conformaI>Ie  to  t]ie  principles  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 
"Fraace  Tte  way  was  not  yet  open  for  the  formation  of  a  Bible 

Society  in  France  ;  but  an  endeavour  was  made  to  pi*oniote  the 
circulation  of  the  Scriptures  in  that  country  by  a  donation  of 
£^00  to  tho  Consistories  in  Paris,  for  French  Stereotype 
Testaments  for  the  use  of  Protestants,  and  a  subscription  of 
£250  for  a  stereotype  edition  of  De  Sacy's  New  Testament,  for 
the  use  of  the  Romau  Catholics  in  France. 


F^mpe  of 


Europe,  in  IS  15,  once  more  became  the  scene  of  commotion, 
alarm,  and  bloodshed.  The  escape  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte 
from  his  exile  in  Elba,  and  his  temporary  rc-asccnsion  to  tlmt 
throne  from  which  he  had  been  so  lately,  and  (as  was  pre- 
sumed) finally  deposed,  broke,  on  a  sudden,  the  repose  of 
Euroi>e,  and    called  again    into    military   array  the  sevend 

•  FoP  ati  intefptitiug'  wport  of  this  jaumey  and  distributioD,  see  A|i- 
[»emlii  to  Elerenth  Iteportf  1H15. 
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Powers  which  were  either  returned,  or  prepaiing  to  return,  EUROPE, 
to  the  arts,  the  hubiU,  and  tlie  blessings  of  peace.  It  were  chaV  II. 
impossible  that  a  change  so  unexpeeled  iind  momentous  i8n-39- 
should  not  occasion  some  embaiTassment  to  works  of  bene-  Selvt  I. 
Tolence  and  piety,  in  those  countries  more  especially,  from  CitsTitAt- 
which  the  troops  destined  to  act  in  (his  second  coufederttciy  isis, 
for  the  emancipation  of  Europe  were  either  principally 
drawn,  or  in  which  they  were  stationed  and  foncentrattHl. 
Nothwithstanding,  however,  the  irruption  of  this  flood,  wbieL 
threatened  in  one  way  or  other,  to  spread  denotation  in  almost 
every  direction,  little  injury,  comparatively,  was  sustained  by 
the  existbig  Bible  Societies  in  any  part  of  the  Continent ;  ajid  in 
some  quarters  no  slight  addition  was  made,  both  to  tbeir 
number,  and  their  effective  organization  and  exertions. 

Towards  the  close  of  May  1815,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Steinkopffsel 
out  on  another  tour  through  Holland,  Germany,  and  Switzer- 
land ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  difficulties  arising  fii^m  the 
various  military  movements,  and  the  agitated  state  of  tlie  public 
mind  in  that  portion  of  the  Continent,  be  had  tlie  satisfaction  to 
observe  and  report  many  Indications  of  real  progress,  in  the 
great  work  of  disseminating  the  Holy  Scriptures  among  all 
cla&sea  of  people.  In  the  course  of  this  tour  (of  between 
4000  and  5000  English  miles).  Dr.  Steinkopfl'had  opportuni- 
ties of  visiting  the  several  Bible  Societies  In  Holland,  and 
not  a.  few  of  those  in  Gt?rmany  and  Switzerland ;  and  also 
of  taking  a  pei*sonaI  share  in  the  formation  of  some,  which  were 
before  in  a  state  of  preparation,  and  wanted  only  the  presence 
and  counsel  of  so  well -qualified  an  agent  to  bring  them  into 
existence  and  active  operation.  The  advantages  resulting  to 
the  general  cause,  from  this  seasonable  and  well-conducted 
Yisit,  will  best  appear  from  the  following  rapid  glauce  at  its 
course  and  progress. 

In  Holland,  Dr.  Steinkopff  found  the  Netherlands  Bible  HoJlamL 
Society,  under  which  general  head  upwards  of  forty  Societies 
were  comprised,  enjoying  the  patronage  of  His  Royal  High- 
ness tjie  Prince  of  Orange,  and  embarked  m  its  work,  Many 
Bible  Associations  had  also  been  formed,  and  were  in  a  state 
of  progressive  advancement  In  Amsterdam  aJone  ibey 
amonnted  to  twenty-four. 
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In  Germany,  the  Grand  Ducliy  of  Berg  Society  exhibitecl 
proofs  of  the  most  laudable  activity;  and  tlie  Piiissian  Suciety 
more  espocially,  under  the  auspices  of  His  Prussian  Majesty, 
had  entered  on  its  oiierationa  with  much  vigour  and  succe^. 
In  lesfi  than  a  year  after  its  establifihraeiit,  twelve  Auxiliaries 
were  nistituted.  in  dltterent  parts  of  the  Prussian  dominions. 
In  Low  great  a  degree  tlieir  aaeistance  was  wanted^  may  be 
conceived  by  one  circuinatanee,  among  many  others  of  a 
aimilarimpoit  stated  in  the  first  Report  of  the  Prussian  Sofitrtv, 
namely,  that  among  18,000  German,  7800  Polish,  and  7000 
Lithuaiiicm  families,  in  Lithuania,  not  a  single  Bible  was  to  bo 
fouud. 

The  Hanoverian  Society  waa  diligently  engaged  in  obtaining 
information  as  to  the  want  of  the  Scrijitures,  i]i  preparing  for 
their  distributionj  and  in  organizing  Auxiliaries. 

The  Brunswick  aud  the  Wiirlemberg  Societies  were  pro- 
ceeding in  their  course  with  much  zeal  and  activity ;  so  also 
were  those  at  Bremen,  Hamburgh,  Altona,  and  Lubeck. 

At  Marburg,  Dr.  Stetnkoj;ffhad  an  mterview  witli  Lean- 
der  Van  Eas,  whose  zeal  in  circulating  the  Scriptures  in  the 
Catholic  provinces  of  Germany  has  beeii  already  ulludeid  to. 
It  appeared  that  more  than  60,000  copies  of  the  New  Tf&iu- 
ment  had  been  printed  by  hia  exertions,  and  fresii  editions  were 
in  the  press.  His  work  was  can'ied  on  under  the  »ancLlon  of 
Ejiiscopal  authority.  Of  his  spirit,  as  well  as  of  IiIk  exertiona. 
Dr.  Stcinkopff  wrote  in  high  terms.  Similar  conmiendation  waa 
also  given  to  Ucgens  Wittman,  Catholic  professor  at  Ratisjbon, 
whose  edition  of  the  New  Testament  had  proved  very  accept'^ 
able  in  Catholic  Gennany,  where  that  of  Professor  Van  Kss 
had  not  been  received.  To  these  names  was  added  that  of 
the  Itev.  John  Gosner,  who  had  printed  and  circulated  10,U0(l 
copies  of  the  New  Testament  among  German  Catholics,  flt)()0 
ofwhieb  were  disposed  of  in  less  than  six  weeks.  To  en- 
courage these  labours,  the  Society  voted  jE^OO  to  Leander  Van 
Ess,  in  addition  to  their  former  grants;  £200  to  Regene  Witt- 
man;  and  £300  to  Gosner,  to  enable  hijD  to  print  a  second 
edition  of  his  Testament. 

During  the  course  of  hia  jonmey  througli  Germany,  Dr. 
Stemko]itr  had  the  satisfaction  to  assist  at  tlio  formation  of  lUx 
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Bible  Societies;  tiz.  one  for  the  town  and  circle  ufClevu:  EUROPE 
the  Osuaburg  Society ;  tlie  Koi^nigsfeld  Society,  a  small  Insti- 
tution ill  the  middle  of  the  Black  Forefet ;  tkc  Nassau  Honiburg 
Society,  under  the  sanction  of  their  Serene  Highnessog  the 
Liindgrave  of  Hesse  Honiburg  and  the  Duke  and  Priiice  So- 
vereign of  Nassau ;  tlio  Frankfort  Socii?ty;  and  a  Society  for 
the  Principalities  of  Neuwied  and  Wied  Uunkel.  To  encou- 
rage tlie  proceediiigB  of  these  different  InstitutionSj  including 
one  at  Woael,  sums  amounting  to  £050  were  allotted. 

The  Bible  Societies  in  Switzerland,  wliich  came  under  the  Switipr- 
pereonal  observation  of  Dr.  Steinkopft'  were  those  ofSchaff-  '^^"^ 
liausen,  St.  Gal),  Zurich^  and  Basle.  To  those  Mere  presented, 
in  different  proportions,  the  sum  of  £520,  in  consideration  of 
the  great  field  oi*encd,  especially  to  the  last  nained-Society»  in 
Germany,  Switxerland,  Ala  ace,  and  Italy,  Dr.  Steinkopft'had 
also  the  pleasure  to  procure  the  establishment  of  a.  distinct 
Society  at  Bern,  to  which  £200  was  allott-ed.  Of  those  at 
Coire,  Lausanne,  and  Geneva,  favourable  information  waa 
received.  A  new  Society  was  formed  this  year  for  the  Prni- 
cipiillty  of  Neuchatel,  and  one  also  for  the  Waldenses,  in- 
habiting the  valleys  of  Piedmont,  A  grant  of  £300  for  Polish 
and  German  Bibles  waa  made  to  the  Protestant  Consistory  in 
Bohemia^  and  a  donation  of  £500  to  the  Hungarian  Bible 
Institution  at  Presburg. 

Sets  of  the  Society's  Reports  and  Versions  were  presented 
by  Dr.  Steinkopff  to  a  number  of  Universities  and  public 
libraries;  viz,  to  the  Universil^es  of  Tubingen,  Heidelberg, 
Basle,  Vienna,  Gottingen,  to  the  public  lllirary  of  Augsburg,  and 
the  royal  hbrary  of  Munich,  &c.  This  example  has  since  been 
followed,  to  a  considerable  extent,  in  other  places ;  by  which 
means  a  knowledge  of  tlie  Society's  labours  has  tteen  extendedj 
and  great  interests  there  is  reason  to  believe,  ua  many  cues 
excited. 

In  the  sphere  of  operation  now  under  review,  the  years  1816 
and  1817  present  little  to  detain  us  in  the  way  of  detaiL 
Several  new  Societies  were  formed,  and,  among  those  pra* 
viously  existing,  considerable  and  laudable  activity  prevailed ; 
go  that,  in  regard  to  the  dissemination  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  it 
might  with  truth  be  said  "  the  word  of  God  grew  mightily. 
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and  prevailed."  The  course  of  the  Society  was  not,  however, 
even  in  its  prosperous  days,  to  be  wliolly  uninterrupted  and 
aiiccessful. 

Dr-  Pinkerton,  in  an  extensive  tour  which  he  accomplished 
in  1816,  througii  Russia,  Poland,  and  Germany,  made  aii 
attempt  to  establish  a  national  Bible  Society  ibr  Austria,  The 
visit  of  their  Imperial  Highnesses,  the  Archdukes  John  and 
Lewis,  to  this  country  in  the  spring  of  1816,  gave  an  oppor- 
tunity oF  tkvourably  introducing  the  Society  to  tlieir  notice, 
and,  through  them,  it  was  hoped,  to  the  notice  of  their  illustrious 
brother  the  Emperor.  Their  Highnesses  having  expressed  a 
dcaii'B  to  he  made  acquainted  ivith  the  principles  and  objects 
of  the  Sodety,  a  deputation  was  apjfointed  to  wait  upon  them, 
when  Lord  Toignmouth  presented  a  set  of  the  Societv's 
Reports  and  Vergions  for  the  Emperor,  accompanied  witli  a 
written  address,  which  their  Highnesses  very  graciously  and 
pleasantly  received. 

When  Dr.  Pinkertan  was  in  Vieima,  in  the  autumn  of  tJic 
year,  he  had  repeated  conversutioiis  with  Prince  Mettcrnieh,  on 
the  subject  of  a  Bible  Society  for  Austria.  The  Prince  treated 
him  iivith  much  affability,  and  encouraged  him  to  draw  up 
a  menioriy,!  and  plan  to  lie  submitted  to  the  Emperor.  This,  Dr. 
Pinkerton  accordingly  did j  and  a  documentj  carefully  prepared, 
was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Prince,  who  engaged  to  lay  it 
before  the  Emperor;*  but,  soon  after,  circumstances  occurred 
which  entirely  dashed  any  rising  hopes  in  that  quarter. 

The  Court  of  Rome,  with  a  bigoted  consistency,  of  which  it 
might  have  been  hoped  that  the  better  Hght  of  modern  times 
would  have  made  it  ashamed,  interposed  its  authority,  in  movG 
instances  than  one,  to  check  the  progress  of  Bible  Societies, 
ajid  to  inhibit,  midcr  pain  of  the  heaviest  ecclesiaaticaJ  cen- 
sure, the  free  circulation  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  among  tlie 
muss  of  the  people. 

The  first  etiort  of  this  sort  which  caine  lo  light,  and  which 
seemed  designed  as  the  declaration  of  open  hostilities,  was  a 
Rescript,  or  Bull,  addressed  by  the  Sovereign  Pontiff  the  Pope 
to  the  Archbishop  of  Giiezen,  the  Metroi>olitau  of  Poland. 

"  fdP  a  iHijiy  ol"  tbis  v»liifiMv  dntrunietit,  wjd  Ap|>t;EiitIjL  lu  TIiirtoi!mh 
Ht?|M)it,  p.  yfi, 
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This  [irelate,  being  desirous  of  c-oHiiteracting  the  ettbrts 
making,  in  the  ajiring  of  1816,  t-o  form  a  Bihle  Society  for 
Poland,  applied  to  the  Court  of  Home  lor  instriictiona  how  to 
proceed.  The  result  of  this  application  was  the  Bull  in  ques- 
tion. This  ineinorable  instrument,  dated  fi-oni  Uoine,  the  29t]i 
of  June  1816j  and  which  deacriljed  in  no  very  courtly  terms 
the  destgna  and  proceedings  of  Bible  Societies,  commended 
Tery  highly  the  vigilance  of  the  Archbiahop,  and  exhorted 
hUn  to  the  most  strentioiis  cs-ertioiis  to  detect  and  oppose  the 
impious  machinations  of  these  Lnnovators,  and  to  warn  the 
people  entrusted  to  his  care  against  falling  into  the  snares 
prepared  for  tlieir  everlasting  ruin,  Encouraged  hy  a  Re-' 
script  so  congenial  with  his  principles  and  views,  the  Polish 
Metropolitan  exorted  himself  witli  so  much  effect,  as  to  arrest 
the  progress  of  measures  for  the  foruialion  of  a  Bible  Society 
at  Warsaw,  when  on  tlic  point  of  reaching  their  accompliah- 
inent.  In  this  critical  junL:ture,  Dr.  Piiikerton  arrived;  and 
having  learnt  the  causes  which  had  occasioned  this  temporary 
failure,  he  resolved  to  lay  the  whole  matter  before  the  Emperor 
Alexander,  (who  happened  to  be  at  that  time  at  Warsaw,) 
and  to  solicit  His  Majesty's  patronage  of  the  proposed  Institu- 
tion. The  plan  completely  succeeded;  and,  on  the  2l8t,  a 
meeting  was  held,  at  which  the  Bishop  of  Kxiavia,  the  Mi- 
nister for  Reliy;lon  and  Education,  Pototskyj  with  several  other 
noblemen,  and  the  members  of  the  original  Committee,  were 
present ;  when  Prince  Czartorisky,  having  fully  described  the 
steps  which  had  been  taken  to  establish  the  Society,  the  op- 
position which  it  had  encountered,  and  the  obstacles  which  liad 
hitherto  prevented  the  Committee  firom  realizing  their  inten- 
tions, pronounced  the  existing  difficiJties  removed  by  the  de- 
termination of  His  Imperial  Majesty  to  put  himself  at  the  bead 
of  the  Institution.  '  Thus,  in  the  coui-ae  of  a  few  days,* 
(observes  t>r.  Pinkerton,)  '  after  struirgling  against  jwwerfiil 
opposition  for  upwards  of  two  years,  the  Polish  Bible  Society 
IS  ready  to  go  forth  to  the  public  of  Poland,  under  the  special 
|Tiatronage  of  their  gracious  Emperor  and  King,  and  some  of 
tlie  first  personages  among  the  nobility  and  clergy.* 

*  This  iutereating  fact  is,  to  preserve  the  mnnfttion,  iatn^duceil  here, 
tlioiigh,  with  the  incident  that  follows,  bearing  mure  etiivtlj  on  the 
Kurtlieru  divtisiuii  of  Euru]i«. 


EUROPE. 

l»U-39. 

Sect.  I. 
Cemtilai.. 


34« 


UISTOBY  OP  THE 


Chap.  IL 
Sect.  I. 

mid. 


EUaOPE.  The  next  step  in  the  course  of  Papal  opposition,  was  & 
monitory  Brief  from  the  same  high  quarter,  addresaei  to  the 
venerable  Stanislaus,  Archbishop  of  Moghiley,  and  Catholic 
Metropolitan  of  Russia.  The  oftence  for  which  tlus  aged  and 
enlii'h'tc-'ned  prelate  is  reproved,  consisted  in  liavinjr  recom- 
mended to  his  clergy  the  free  circulation  of  the  Holy  Scrip* 
tures  among  the  people,  and  the  encouragement  and  support  of 
the  Hiissian  Bible  Society,  Tho  Archbishop  is  reminded  that 
the  occupiera  of  tho  Pupal  chair  have  always  inculcated  *  that 
if  the  Holy  Scriptures  are  allowpd  in  the  vulgar  tongue^  every* 
wher'^  without  discrimination,  more  injury  than  benefit  would 
thence  arise;'  and  the  Metropolitan  is  admoniahed  to  retract 
the  error  he  had  committed,  *  by  declaring,  sincerely  and 
plainly,  in  a  fresli  lettej  to  the  iwoploj,  that  Christian  truth  and 
doctrine,  as  well  dogmatical  as  moral,  are  contained,  not  in  th© 
Scriptures  only,  but  also  in  the  traditions  of  the  Catholic 
Church;  and  that  it  hehmgs  to  the  Church  herself  alone  to 
interpret  them  both,* 

It  ia  pleasing  to  have  to  siiy  that  neither  the  severity 
of  reproof,  nor  tho  tenderness  of  expostulation,  employed 
in  this  elaborate  and  artful  appeal,  had  any  effect  in  r^ 
claiming  the  Husaiau  dignitary  from  a  practice  which,  (to  use 
the  just  and  eloquent  language  of  a  Protestant  bialiop,)  'if  it 
be  a  crime,  is  one  of  a  very  singularnrtturc  j  for  our  Sa- 
viour set  the  example,  the  A|K)Btlea  followed  it,  and  God 
himself  ha5  commanded  and  sanctioned  it*^* 

But  while  the  direct  object  of  these  several  Bulls  was  thoB, 
in  each  case,  providentially  defeated,  care  was  taken  by  tlie 
emi&saries  of  the  Roman  Pontiff  tliat  their  effect  should  not  be 
lost,  in  any  quarter  where  an  implicit  recognition  of  his 
authority  was  likely  to  ensure  them  a  welcome  reception.  In 
this  latter  respect  they  but  too  well  succeeded.  Austria  and 
Bavaria  acted  fully  up  to  the  spirit  of  these  prohibitory 
Rescripts.  The  Austrian  Court,  from  an  influence  of  tliis 
description,  was  induced  to  reject  altogether  the  project  for  a 
Bible  Society,  ^jresooted  by  Mr.  Pinkerlon  through  Prince 
Metternich ;  and  to  take  effectual  measures  tor  fxclndlng  the 


Partially 
EUccessfiU. 


The  Bubff]]  of  Cloyne,  (Owen,  VoL  11.  p.  »40.) 


BBITIBH  Ain>  rORRTGN  BJBtE  90CTETT. 


347 


Sect.  I. 
1810. 


good  officea  of  ttic  existing  Bible  Societies,  not  only  from  the  EUROPE 
imi^wrnil,  but  also  from  the  hereditary  dominions  of  the  liouse  cdap!  II. 
of  Austria.  Theii*  exclusion  fi'oni  the  latter  was  accmnplislied  l^n-^B- 
by  the  publication  of  on  edict  on  the  i>art  of  the  Hungsirian 
Government,  and  a  declaration  uf  the  Archbishops  and  Bishops 
of  Hurigiiry  to  a  smiiljir  eflect* 

To  show  how  rigoroualy  it  was  executetl,  we  may  mention, 
that  tln-eo  chyata,  containing  upwards  of  4(H)  Bohemian  Bibles, 
were  forcibly  acixed,  and  only  delivered  up,  after  a  long  and 
vexations  detention,  on  condition  of  tlie  individual  to  whom 
they  had  been  consigned  engaging  lliat  they  should  he  ex- 
ported at  his  own  expense  out  of  the  country;  and  tliis  at  a 
time  when  the  Bohemian  Protestants  were  in  the  greatest  di&- 
tross  for  Bibles. 

Bavaria  also  yielded  to  the  same  influencej  ai)d  acted  with 
sinular  rigour.  The  Nuremberg  Bible  Society  (the  first  of  the 
kind  foraied  on  the  Continent)  was  suppressed  by  an  order  of 
this  Government,  in  the  spring  of  1817. 

Not  to  mention  the  privation  to  which  the  Protectants  in 
Austria  were  reduced  by  this  Papal  interference;  the  demoli- 
tion of  the  Hungarian  Bible  Society,  and  tli€  exclusion  of 
nearly  a  million  and  a  half  of  Protestants  in  tliat  country  from 
the  privilege  of  receivuig  the  Holy  Scriptures  on  terms 
adapted  tg  the  extreme  poverty  of  their  circumstances,  are 
among  the  triumphs,  of  which  its  abettors  may  exultingly 
boast  I 

But  whilst,  by  these  proceedings,  the  Papal  head  of  the 
Romanist  Church  sought  to   arrest  the  pure  stream  of  the 


•  The  prohibitoty  cLiuiie  of  this  edict  (which  was  dated  from  Duda,  De- 
cember 'J3,  IHIO,  and  put  a  period  to  the  Uungarian  Dible  Society}  ie  In 
tbc  following:  terms : — 

"  Cunsidering-  that  the  London  Bible  Ai^sociation  hits  cauB«d  the  esta- 
blishment b{  wveml  liftiliftted  Societiesj  particulurly  in  Germuny  ;  aiid  that 
seVL-nil  such  AsaocJntions  in  tlie  imperial  hereditary  dominions,  l>articu- 
larly  amot]'^  the  ProtesfaiiL't,  have  a  more  intiniate  cimnection  in  TJew; 
His  Sacred  Mnjeaty  has  Wen  g-racioualy  pleAi^ed  to  ordain  that  catre  be 
tiiken  ihut  printed  cypity  vfthe  Uille  lie  not  circulated  ^rratis,  of  at  a  low 
price,  by  such  foreig'D  Aaitndutiou^,  and  Societies  in  Hia  Maje^ty'a  here- 
ditary (lumicioui^,  Dor  the  CKtiiblisbmeat  of  a  Bible  Aaaociatitm  be 
allowed." 
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word  of  God  aa  it  was  flowing  to  the  different  nations  of  tbe 
earth,  it  is  a  pleoaure  to  contcmplatii  the  prosperous  etiorta 
wliich  iJ]ustriou3  individaal*  of  that  Church  were  making  in 
an  opposite  direction.  From  the  lestimonj  of  a  Catholic  no- 
blL^man,  it  appeared  that  the  Testaments  of  Gosner  circulated 
very  extensively  among  members  of  tlia.t  communion,  and  that 
appiicatioas  were  made  for  tbem  from  the  remotest  parts  of 
Bavaria,  Snahia,  and  tho  Rheniah  Provinces.  Nor  was 
Leander  Van  Kss  in  the  least  deterred  from  his  efforts  in  tlis- 
seminatijig  the  Holy  Scriptures.  He  continued  to  pursao  his 
Career  with  an  intrepidity  and  perseverance,  increased  rather 
than  diminished  by  the  difticultiea  and  perils  to  which  he  saw 
himself  exposed.  Sustained  in  his  undertaking  by  the  tuQ- 
niticent  grants  of  the  Society,  and  by  tho  sanction  of  some 
ecclesiastical  dignitaries^  lie  printed  and  dis^ieraed  successive 
editions  of  bia  Nmv  Testament,*  and  had  the  happiness  to 
witness  iheir  increased  circulation}  against  all  attempts  to  ub- 
Btruct  or  abridge  it. 

Five  thousand  ronblea  were  voted  to  him,  in  aid  of  bia  funds 
for  distributing  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  by  the  llussian  Bible 
Society,  with  tlio  express  concuri'cnce  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
and  the  Greek  Metropolitans  of  Russia.  Through  the  aa- 
eistance  he  leceived  from  all  qiiarters,  in  two  years  ending 
Juno  1818,  he  distributed  233,341  copies  of  bis  Catholic  New 
Testament,  beside  53 14  Bibles  and  2S00  Testaments  of  Luther's 
version  among  Pi-oteatants. 

The  Bishop  of  Constance,  Baron  Von  Wessenberg,  his  pro- 
Vicar,  Reiningen,  and  many  other  respectable  Individu^ds, 
both  Clergy  and  Laity,  also  continued  to  distribute  Catholic 
Testaments  among  the  German  and  French  Catholics,  in 
Switxerland  and  the  contiguous  countries. 

The  visit  tfl  the  Continent,  in  1818,  of  the  Kev.  John 
Owen,  the  Secretary  of  the  Parent  Society,  whose  impaired 
state  of  health  had  rendered  such  a  change  necessary,  proved, 
in  the  several  places  through  which  he  passed,  liighly  in- 
teresting and  gratifying    to  the  friends    of  the    Institution, 


*  In  the  Appendix  of  Fourteenth  Report  will  be  found  many  testunoniea 
in  &vour  of  Van  EmV  vnnion. 
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wJjom  lie  cheered  by  his  presence,  as  well  as  atimalated  by  hU  EtTEOPE. 
cmmseh.    ^  '  CbaT  11. 

At  Paris  he  took  meaaures  for  the  forming  of  a  Bible  So-     'BH-ay- 
ciety  for  tho  Protestants  of  France — the  utmoat  extent  to    skct!  J. 
which,  at  that  time,  such  a  project  was  allowed — wlli^.•h  was   Cbmtral, 
shortly  after  established,  under  the  name  of  the  '*  Protestant      1BI8. 
Bible  Society,"  at  Paris.     To  this,  in  course  of  time,  a  con- 
siderable  number  of  Auxiliaries,  or  Auxiliary   Committees, 
became  attat-hed.     While  at  Paris,  Mr.  Owen  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  confen-ing  wfth  Professor  Kieft'er  on  the  progress  of 
tlio  revision  and  printing  of  the  Turkish  Scriptures,  a  work  on 
which  the  leanied  Professor  was  foutid  to  be  employing  bia 
utmost  care. 

Mr.  Owen  then  proceeded  to  Strasburg  and  Basle,  On  his 
way  to  tiie  latter  place  ho  turned  aside  to  visit  the  celebrated 
Pastor  Oberlin,  one  of  the  earliest  foreign  correspondents  of 
the  Society.  With  this  venerable  man,  who  for  half  a  century 
had  30  diligently  and  successfully  cultivated  the  sequeateri^d 
sphere  of  labour  which  Providence  had  assi^ed  to  him  among 
tlie  mountains  of  Ban  do  la  Roche,  Mr.  Owen  spent  a  happy 
Sabbath,  enjoying  and  rejoicing  in  the  pleaaiiig  scene  which  be 
was  allowed  the  privilege  of  witnessing.* 

The  impressions  left  on  Mr.  Owen's  mind  by  these  are  dc- 
scnbed  in  the  following  letter  from  Basle,  dated  Septembei' 
16,1818:— 

"  The  place  from  whence  my  last  was  dated,  Waldbach,  has  Bun  dc  la 
completely  6Iled  my  mind,  and  laid  such  hold  on  my  warmest  ^'*^''*^- 
affections,  that  I  can  scarcely  bring  myself  to  think,  or  speak, 
or  write,  on  any  thing  but  Pastor  Oberlin,  and  his  Ban  de  la 
Roche.  You  will  remember  that  the  first  foreign  letter  which 
awakened  an  interest  in  our  minds,  the  letter  which 
made  its  way  most  directly  to  our  hearts,  and  which,  at  the 
celebration  of  our  first  Anniversary,  produced  the  strongest, 
(and,  if  I  taay  judge  of  otliers  from  myseEt',)  the  most  lasting 
impression  upon  us  all,  was  that  wherein  this  venerable  Pastor 
reported  the  dlatributton  he  proposed  to  make  of  the  Bibles 
assigned  to  him,  and  drew,  with  the  hand  of  a  masterj  the 

•  For  an  interesting  ac^sount  of  thia  visit,  eee  hia  Letten,  Appmdix  to 

tlie  FiAcentb  JLf\>on, 
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characters  of  those  women  who  laboured  with  him  in  the  Go- 
spelj  and  to  whom,  as  the  highest  romuTieralion  he  could 
hestow,  and  their  aiiihition  coveted,  a  Bible  was  to  be  pre- 
Bented." 

"  r  cannot  describe  the  sensations  with  which  I  entered 
the  mountainous  parish  (containing  five  villages  and  tiirec 
churches)  in  wliioh  this  primitive  Evangelist,  who  for  moro 
than  half  a  century  has  occupied  this  station,  exercises  his 
functions;  and  still  less  those  with  which  I  entered  his  resi- 
dence, and  approached  hia  venerable  person.  The  reception 
he  gave  me  was  such  as,  from  the  profound  humilitj  of  his 
character,  might  have  been  anticipated*  Mj  visit  to  him  and 
his  flock  was  wholly  unexpected ;  and  when  I  announced  to 
him,  in  my  introduction,  that  I  appeared  before  him  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  British  and  Toreign  Bible  Society,  to  testify, 
on  their  part,  the  respect  and  atfection  with  which  they  re- 
garded him,  as  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  interesting  of  their 
foreig]*  correspondents,  the  good  man  took  me  by  the  hand, 
and  drew  me  gently  towards  the  seat  which  he  usually  oc- 
cupies, exclaiming,  but  without  any  turbulence  of  either  Toice 
or  manner— '  Sir,  this  is  too  great  an  honour:  how  shall  I 
answer  words  like  these?'  After  the  first  emotions  had  sub- 
sided, our  conversation  became  familiar;  and  as  it  never 
ceased,  from  that  time  to  the  moment  of  our  separation,  to 
turn,  more  or  less^  upon  the  things  pertaining  to  the  kingdom 
of  God,  as  they  appeared  in  the  small  scale  of  his  own,  or  the 
great  scale  of  the  Bible  Society's  labours,  it  never  ceased  to 
be  deeply  interesting,  and  pregnant  with  edi^cation. 

''  The  Sunday  exhibited  this  venerable  man  in  hie  pastoral 
character,  under  which  it  had  been  so  nmcli  my  desire  (might 
it  hut  be  permitted  me)  to  see  him.  As  he  makes  tlie  circuit 
of  his  chnrches,  the  turn  on  tliis  Sunday  belonged  to  Belmont, 
distant  about  half  a  league  from  the  parsonage  of  Wjildbacli. 
At  ten  o'clock  we  began  to  move.  Mr.  Oberlin  took  the  lead 
in  his  ministerial  attire,  a  large  heaver  and  flowing  wig, 
mounted  on  a  horse  bmught  for  that  jmrposc,  according  to 
custom^  by  one  of  the  bourgeois  of  the  village,  whose  turn  it 
was  to  have  the  honour  of  fetching  his  pastor,  and  receiving 
'  See  Owen,  Vol.  I.  u.  151. 
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liim  to  dinner  al  hia  tiblc.  I  rode  ns  nearly  beside  him  as  the  EDHOPE. 
nari'ow  track  would  allow,  Mr.  Runnelierg,  accompanied  by  cii*7  II 
Mr.  Daniel  Le  Grand,  followed.  The  fear  was  brought  up  Ibh-29. 
by  the  bourgerns  before  mentioned,  carrying  a  leathern  bacj,  skct.  I. 
slung  across  Iiis  shoulders,  which  coiitaiacd  the  otber  part  of  Cbstdau 
his  minister's  dress,  his  books,  *.tc* ;  and  el  respectable  peasant  ijjib. 
as  an  attcndimt  on  the  general  cavalcade.  I  will  not  detain 
you  by  parti c:ulars,  which,  however  interestingj,  would  draw 
me  too  far  from  the  main  object  of  my  attention.  I  will  ouly 
aay,  that  the  appearance  of  the  congregation,  their  neat  and 
becoming  costume^  theii*  order,  and  their  seriousness,  together 
with  the  fervour,  tenderness,  and  simplicity,  with  which  the 
good  minister  addressed  them,  both  in  his  sermon  in  the 
morning,  and  his  catechetical  lecture  in  the  afternoon,  eon-  * 
veycd  to  my  mind  the  most  delightful  impression — that  of  a 
sincere  and  elevated  devotion.  The  interval  between  the  seis 
vices  was  passed,  partly  in  dining  at  the  house  of  the  happy 
bourgeois,  (for  the  duty  of  fetching  and  entertainijig  their 
pastor  is,  in  the  estimation  of  this  simple  people,  a  privilege  of 
the  highest  oi-der,)  and  partly  in  visiting  some  of  tlip  ex- 
cellent individuala,  both  men  and  women,  but  particularly  the 
latter,  in  which  this  part  of  the  pai'ish  abounds.  The  aflability 
and  graceful  condt'scension  with  which  the  pastor  saluted 
every  member  of  his  flock,  wherever  he  met  ibom,  and  the 
affectionate  reverence  with  which  young  and  old  returned  the 
salutation,  were  peculiarly  plensing ;  it  was,  on  both  sides,  if  a 
ceremony  at  all,  the  ceremony  of  the  heart.  On  our  return 
to  the  parsonage,  the  evening  was  passed  in  edifying  con- 
versation, and  concluded  by  a  French  hymn,  in  which  all  the 
household  nnitod.  On  the  ensuing  morning,  I  had  the  honour 
of  conveying  my  venerable  host,  amidst  the  bowings  of  his 
parishioners,  (who  gazed  with  wonder  at  tlie  unusual  sight  of 
their  stationary  pastor  seated  in  a  travelling  carriaije,)  to  the 
house  of  Messrs.  Le  Grand,  in  Fouday,  another  of  the 
villages  in  this  extensive  parish.  Here  we  breakfasted;  and, 
after  much  pleasing  convursatiun  with  tliis  amiable,  benevolent, 
and  well  informed  family,  I  had  tho  high  honour  of  heiug  in- 
trodnced  to  Sophia  Bomard  and  Catherine  Scbeidegger!* 
•  The  excelleal  women  referred  to  in  Pastor  Oberlin'a  first  letter. 
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[ana  tSthopler,  tne  second  on  the  list  of  this  memorable  trio, 
had,  I  fomiil,  been  removed  to  her  rest :  tlie  two  whom  I  liave 
mentioned,  and  who  now  atood  before  me,  remained  to  fill  up 
the  measure  of  their  usefulness  in  the  work  of  their  LoihI. 
Never  shall  I  forget  the  manner  in  which  these  interesting 
peasants  received  nie»  when,  addressing  them  hj  aame«  I  told 
them  that  I  had  known  tliem  nearly  fourteen  years,  and  that 
the  account  of  their  services,  conimunicated  to  us  by  the 
pastor  whom  they  so  greatly  assisted,  had  been  instrumontal 
in  stirring  up  the  zeal  of  many  to  lahour  nfter  their  example. 
*  Oh  Sir,'  said  Sophia  Bernard,  (the  tears  Jilluig  her  eyes  at 
the  time,)  '  this  does  indeed  Iinmble  us ;'  adding  many  pious 
rcmaika  in  relation  to  their  obscuritjj  the  imperfection  of 
tlieir  works,  and  the  honour  they  considered  It  to  labour  for 
Him  who  had  done  so  m.uch,  ycfi,  every  thing  for  them.  The 
scene  was  truly  afFLTting.  It  was  not  without  many  an  effort 
that  I  tore  myself  from  it,  and  hurried  from  Ban  de  la  Roche, 
that  seat  of  siniplieity,  piety,  and  true  Christian  refinement,  to 
resume  my  journey  along  the  beaten  road,  and  to  pursue  my 
object  among  scenes  which,  whatever  [iloasurca  I  had  to  expect, 
would  suffer  in  the  compansan  with  those  which  1  hud  left 
behind  me," 

At  Strasburg,  Mr.  Owen,  in  the  name  of  the  Society,-,  oiTen?d 
the  sum  of  £200  to  assist  in  bringing  out  an  important  edition 
of  the  French  Scriptures  j  and  at  Basle,  where  he  paid  &  second 
visit,  and  wliere  he  was  joined  by  Dr.  Piukertou  and  Mr. 
Blumhardt,  then  on  an  extensive  tour,  several  plans  were 
adopted  for  assisting  and  extending  the  w^ork,  to  encourage 
whicli,  two  grants  of  £500  each,  were  conditionally  made,  and 
afterwards  cheerfidly  confirmed  hy  the  Society  at  home.  The 
labours  of  the  Basle  Society  still  continued  to  he  among  tJie 
most  important  in  that  part  of  the  Continent 

Most  of  the  principal  Societies  in  Switzerland  shai'ed  tho 
benefits  of  Mr.  Owen's  visit;  as,  for  instance,  those  at  Shaff- 
hausen,  Constance,  St.  Gall,  Coire,  Zurich,  Neuchatel,  Bern, 
Lausanne,  and  Geneva. 

The  last  named  city  engaged,  for  several  days,  his  most 
anxious  attention.  Here  he  had  to  encounter  dilficulties  of  no 
ordinary  kind,  owing  to  die  divided  and  distracted  state  of 
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reli^jous  parties.  He  succoedoj,  however,  at  lengtb^  in  making 
sotnc  new  arrangements,  nitli  a  view  of  rendering  tlic;  Geneva 
liible  SoL'iotj  more  efficient, 

Mr.  Owen  deeply  felt  the  trying  circnm stances  in  wliich  he 
found  himself  placed  at  Geneva,  and  his  benltli  suilcrcd  not  a 
little  from  the  etforta  lie  was  calltsd  to  make.  Nor  tlid  his 
mcRsurijS,  after  all,  escape  the  censure  of  some  parties ;  hut 
it  lA  difficult  to  conceive  how  any  one  could  hare  acted  with 
more  circumspection,  and  with  a  more  evident  and  earnest 
endeavour  to  do  that,  and  that  only,  which  was  befitting  the 
representative  of  a  body  cuiistitnted  as  is  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society.* 

The  visit  of  Mr.  Owen  appears  to  havo  been  followed  hy 
many  important  results.  The  experience  he  carried  with  him, 
and  the  eiic-ouraglng  cominunioati'jns  he  i\'as  authorised  to 
make,  could  scarcely  fail  to  produce  a  useful  effect.  In  fact, 
the  hands  of  the  diligent  were  materially  strengthened;  many 
who  had  hitherto  regarded  the  work  with  little  coniern,  or 
even  absolute  indlfFereiK-c,  were  roused  to  exertion;  and  mea- 
sures were  concerted,  which,  possessing  more  vigour  and 
system  than  those  hitherto  employed,  were,  on  that  accountj 
better  calculated  to  attain  tlie  desired  end. 

The  work  of  the  Society  was  still  reaping  the  fruit  of  Mr. 
Owen's  visit  to  France  and  Switzerland,  when  two  years  after, 
namely,  in  1820,  Dr.  Steinkopft'  passed  over  the  same  ground, 
and  extended  his  tour  through  a  large  part  of  Germany.  This 
was  the  fourth  journey  on  the  Continent,  undertaken  on  behalf 
of  the  Society  by  the  S'oreign  Secretary.  It  occupied  from 
tlie  middle  of  May  to  the  end  of  November.  In  this  journey, 
besides  the  communications  he  had  with  numerous  friends  of 
the  Institution  in  France  and  Switzerland,  Dr.  Steiukopff 
visited  forty-nine  Bible  Societies  iu  Germany,  and  assisted  at 
the  formation  of  nine  of  that  number. 

One  striking  feature  in  this  tour,  indicating  strangely  tho 
growing  interest  felt  by  the  people  at  large  in  the  Society's 
ohjert,  was  the  large  numbers  who  assembled  on  week-days, 
as  well  as  on  the  Sabbath,  to  hear  the  cause  of  the  Society 
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EUROPE,  acU'ocaJed  From  the  pulpit.  Thus  at  Wintertlmr,  in  the  Canton 
CmaT  it.  ^^  Zurich,  on  a  week-clay  Tnorning,  a  conf^regatlon  of  nearly 
lul-i-20.  3000  people  assembled  in  the  large  chiarch.  About  twelve 
clergymen  were  seated  round  the  altar:  the  magistrates  of  the 
town  sat  o]ipo5]re  the  pulpit  iVi'ter  an  appropriate  hymn  was 
sung,  the  Rector  introducetl  the  business  of  the  day,  and  Dr. 
StcinlioptF  related  tlitj  rise  and  progress  of  the  Society. 

At  Ludwigshurg,  Dr.  SteEnkoptf's  natlvo  place,  hy  n(ldrcsso*l 
a  congregation  of  2000  persona;  and,  in  a  large  church  nt 
Dresden,  4000  were  compntod  to  be  present  on  a  like 
occasion.  At  Stuttgart  he  had  to  preach  ten  sermons.  '*  The 
jK!oplo  crowded  to  their  places  of  worsliip:  from  1500  to 
2000j  and  even  4000,  were  assembled,  and  they  listened  with 
an  eagerness^  atfention,  and  solemnity,  which  enlarged  the 
mind,  and  called  furth  the  best  feelings  of  the  heart."  At  IJie 
cathedral  at  Ulm,  about  4000  persons  were  present  AlWr 
the  sermon,  the  friends  of  the  Bible  were  invited  to  meet  iii 
the  vestry,  for  the  purpose  of  funning  a  Bible  Soeiety.  It 
Boon  so  overflowed^  tliat  it  was  lound  necessary  ti>  hold 
the  meeting  in  the  body  of  the  church.  The  magistrates 
and  clergy  eauie  forward  with  great  readiness,  setting 
an  example  that  was  worthily  followed  by  their  fellow-eiti- 
zcns. 

It  would  occupy  us  too  much  to  follow  Dr.  SteintopfF 
through  the  whole  of  thia  intei'eating  journey.  It  may  bo 
sufficient  to  say  in  generjd,  that,  in  the  several  countries  visited 
by  him,  ho  found  much  that  was  encouraging.  In  France, 
the  Protestant  Bible  Society  was  entering  on  its  work  witJi 
vigour.  Tlio  Niitioaal  Prussian  Society,  at  the  anniversary 
of  which  Dr.  Steinkoptf  was  so  fortunate  as  to  be  present, 
was,  under  the  patronage  of  the  Kbig  and  Royal  Family, 
making  good  progress.  The  number  of  its  Auxiliaries  bad 
risen  to  thirty-eight,  not  including  smaller  Associations.  Ita 
issues  had  exceeded  44,000  copies;  in  addition  to  which  the 
Auxiliaries  hatl.  In  ofte  year,  issued  above  40,000  more.  At 
Basle,  at  Zurich,  at  Stuttgart,  at  Dresden^  at  Cologne,  as 
well  as  numerous  jjlaces  of  less  notej  he  found  the  Society 
flourisliing.  He,  as  well  as  Mr-  Owen,  was  delighted  by  a 
visit  which  he  paid    to  Pastor   Oberlin.      Nor   was    he  less 
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satisfied  with  the  continued  qnd  devoted  Eictivity  of  Leaiider  EtJROPE. 
Vim  E39,  who  had  become  a  very  active  iind  important  Chap  IT 
A^eiit  in  the  work  of  Scripture  distribution.  The  total  1&U-29. 
niuiiher  of  BiMes  and  Testaments,  circulated  hy  him  up  to  Sect.  I. 
tlie  preredinj^  Jane  1820,  amounted  to  388,888  copies.  The  ^kkt«al. 
opjjosition  which  he  liad  now  to  encounter  in  some  <^|uarters  1B23, 
was  very  severe:  maitj  who  had  formerly  assisted  liim  had 
hccome  intimidated;  hut  amidst  it  all,  the  zealous  Professor 
stoixl  firm,  determined  as  ever  to  prosecute  the  work  which  he 
judged  tlie  providence  of  God  had  assigned  to  hiin.  Hia 
neeounts  and  documental  papers,  duty  inspected  by  a  Com- 
mittee of  tlu-ce  respectable  gentlemen,,  were  laid  before  Dr. 
Steinkopff,  who  expressed  his  strong  conviction  that  every 
thing  was  transacted  with  perfect  intefj;i*ity  and  order. 

Among  numerous  instances  of  kin<lneaa  received  by  Dr. 
Steinkopff  during  this  journey,  from  persons  of  distinction  and 
rank,  expressive  of  their  goodwill  to  the  Society^  may  l)o 
specified  his  interview  with  the  Queen  of  Wurtemberg,  and 
also  with  the  Dowager  Queen,  formerly  Princess  Royal  of 
Great  Britain,  both  of  whom  showed  themselves  much  In- 
terested in  the  object  of  his  mission. 

In  1823,  Dr.  StcinkopfTj  at  the  request  of  the  Committee, 
paid  another  visit  to  the  Continent.  In  this  journey,  which 
occupied  between  three  and  four  monUiSj  he  travelled  over 
much  the  same  ground  as  on  the  former  occasion  ;  comprising 
in  his  tour  the  principal  places  and  Societies  m  the  Netlierlands, 
Switzerland,  and  parts  of  Germany,  It  was  his  privilege 
af^ain  to  enjoy  much  pleasant  intercourse  with  numerous  friends 
of  the  Society,  and  his  heart  was  refreshed  and  gladdened  by 
the  tokens  of  zeal  and  activity  in  the  cause  of  the  Society^ 
which,  for  the  most  part,  lie  witnessed.  This  zeal  and  activity 
he  sought,  in  various  ways,  to  stlniukte  and  encourage,  and 
not  without  success.  The  assistance  he  was  empowered  to 
render,  or  to  promise,  from  the  Parent  Society,  made  kun  a 
peculiarly  welcome  visitant  to  Societies  weak  in  their  resources, 
or  struggling  with  difticnlties;  and  the  spirit  of  catholicity 
and  Christian  suavity,  of  which  he  was  himself  50  happy  an 
example,  would  seem  to  have  been  rauch  promoted  by  the 
fellowship  he  was  permitted  to  eujoy  with  thefriends  of  religion 
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wlierevor  lie  wont.  Ilis  letters,  tn  wiiicli  again  we  refer,  gire 
full  ovidi-ncc  of  the  ljt:nefit,  aa  well  as  pleasure,  it  was  his 
happiness  to  impart 

One  more  journey  of  Dr.  Steinkopif  remains  to  be  referred 
to.  It  took  place  in  1826,  and  wjls  the  last  be  made  in  the 
service  of  the  Society  before  he  resigned  his  office  of  Foreign 
Secretary ;  an  event  which  took  place  shortly  after  his  rttuni. 
This  journey  was  of  shorter  dnration  than  most  of  his  f(«iiier 
ones,  and  does  not  afford  occasion  for  extended  comment.  The 
Continental  Societies  were  beginning  to  be  agitated  on  a  subject, 
of  wliich  further  notice  will  booh  have  to  be  taken — the  exclu- 
sion of  ihe  Apocrypha. 

From  the  year  1821  to  1825  incluslrej  the  Bible  Societies 
on  the  Confinetit  presented  their  fairest  picture  of  prosperity. 
During  tliese  years  their  connection  with  the  British  aiid 
Foreign  Bible  Society  remained  unbroken  and  undisturbed: 
for  the  Apocryphal  controversyj  which,  during  a  great  part  of 
the  time,  agitated  the  Society  at  home,  wag  not  felt  in  its 
influence  by  the  Societies  abroad,  till  the  above  period  was 
drawing  to  a  close.  The  Parent  Society  in  London  still  con- 
tinued to  extend  very  liberal  aid,  both  in  hooks  and  money* 
to  the  numerous  kindred  Institutions  in  foreign  countries ; 
and  they,  in  return,  were  stimulated  and  encouraged  to  put 
forth,  in  every  diix«;tion,  new  and  vigorous  efforts  towards 
the  attainment  of  the  object  so  unceasingly  pressed  on  their 
attention.  The  accounts  received  during  this  period,  from 
the  numerous  countries  and  Societies  contained  witliin  the 
circle  more  immediately  under  review,  abound  witli  number- 
less proofs  of  a  deep  a^d  wide-spread  interest  in  the  Society's 
work ;  but  for  details,  vre  nmst  be  content  to  refer  to  the 
Society's  Rejwrts,  and  the  valuable  correspondence  appendtxl, 
A  cursory  glance  at  ihe  several  countries  ia  all  that  will  be 
here  attempted. 

In  France,  the  cause  of  the  Society  made  rapid  and  grati- 
fying progress.  The  Protestant  Society  in  Paris  found  itself, 
in  1822,  supported  by  thu-ty-aix  Auxiliaries,  one  Cou»istoria] 
Soc-iety,  twenty-eight  Branches,  and  fortj'-nine  Associations,  of 
whicli  seventeen  existed  in  Parts  alonet  and  by  the  next  year 
these  seventeen  were  increased  to  thirty-ibur.     Among  tlie 
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those    of  MontauLuDj    Bordeaux,   Lyons,  EUROPE, 


Auxiliarios    were 

Montjrtjlier,  &c. 

WIilIg  the  Protestant  Scriptures  were  Wing  tims  diffused 
among  the  Lutheran  and  Uefarnied  Churclius  In  France,  cou- 
siderable  process  was  also  made  m  promoting  among  the 
Roman  Catholics  a  dissuminalion  of  the  version  of  De  Sacy, 
of  whiirh  30»000  copies  were  printed  in  the  year  182  L  Aa  the 
Protestftiit  Bible  Society  at  Paris  was  precluded  by  its  con- 
stiEution  from  taking  any  part  in  this  undertaking,  it  was 
executed  throuj^h  ihe  medium  of  a  direct  Aj^ent,  in  whose  judg- 
ment and  rectitude  the  Society  In  London  considered  that 
every  degree  of  confidence  might  be  placed.*  Amongst  tlie 
channels  in  which  the  Roman  Catiiolic  Scriptures  were  thus 
made  to  circulate,  were  the  schools  of  mutual  instruction, 
prisons,  hospitals,  and  asylums.  The  first  oflV-r  of  New  Testa- 
ments was  miide  to  tlie  Society  for  Mutual  Instruction,  and  was 
received  witli  gratitude.  A  similar  offer  was  accept^  in  very 
gratifying  terms  by  the  Duke  de  la  Rochefoucault,  on  the  pait 
of  the  Council  of  Administration  for  the  prisons  of  Pari3 ;  nor 
was  the  Council  of  Administration  of  the  hosjtitals  and  nlnis- 
housesj  less  prompt  to  accept  and  acknowledge  the  ofl'er  made 
to  them.  Through  these  and  similar  mediums,  a  consldorable 
diatribution  continued  for  many  years  to  be  elit'cted. 

In  1824,  Dr.  Plnkerton  visited  Paris  for  the  purpose  of 
inspecting  the  state  of  the  foreign  versions,  at  that  time 
printing  tliere  for  the  Society,  namely,  the  Turkish  Bible,  tlie 
Syriac  and  Carshun  New  Testament,  and  the  Modem  Arme- 
nian Testament.  These  works  were  found  to  be  in  satisfactory 
progress,  and  in  course  of  time  were  all  completed.  lie  had 
also  communications  with  Baron  Sylvestre  de  Sacy,  and  other 
learned  men,  relative  to  the  Persian  and  Coptic  versions,  to- 
gether with  ihe  Chinese,  Mantchou,  and  other  Eastern  versions. 

The  Strasburg  Bible  Society,  which,  though  m  communi- 
cation with  (hat  at  Paris,  still  maintained  a  direct  connection  with 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  had  published  a  large 
edition  of  the  Bible,  to  which  was  annexed  a  preface  from  the 
pen  of  Dr.  Hafiiier,  one  of  the  distinguished  members  of  tliat 
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EUROPE.  Society.  As  aooti  &b  tliis  circumstance  became  known  at  Earl 
CiTAP  11  Street,  a  remonstrance  was  immediately  transniitfecl,  mul 
lBI-i.29.  measures  tukeu  to  obtain  a  separation  of  the  jireface  from  tlw; 
Sect.  I.  books  ill  question.  This  was  at  last  effectually  accomplished, 
whtsn  Dr.  Piiikorton  was  at  Strasburg  in  1821,  by  the  with- 
drawal of  the  preface  by  the  Professor  biinself;  a  friend 
ticking  ujMn  himself  tu  defray  the  expense  of  the  wLolt?  im- 
pression, and  the  Society  there,  at  the  same  time,  entering  on 
its  Minutes  a  pledgo  that  nothing  of  the  kind  shotild  again 
occui'.  The  affair  thus  amicably,  aiid,  a»  it  was  tliou^lit,  satis- 
factorily settled,  became,  some  years  afterwards,  during  the 
Apocryphal  controversy,  the  groniid  of  a  serious  char"e 
against  the  Society  at  home,  in  cunsefjuence  of  wliich,  the 
whole  correspondence  on  the  subject  was  printed,  and  laid 
before  the  friends  of  the  Society,  as  already  mentioned  in  the 
liistoi'y  of  that  controversy.* 

The  Netherlands  Bible  Society,  in  addition  to  its  efforts  for  the 
supply  of  the  population  at  home,  had  become  actively  engaged 
in  behalf  of  tlie  Dutch  Settlements  abroad,  at  Ambovna, 
Sumatra,  and  other  places.  For  tlje  benefit  of  tliese  distant 
coloniesj  an  etlition  of  the  Malny  Biblo  in  Arabic  character 
was  printed  at  Aiiisteixlam,  and  assistance  was  also  sent  tu 
Societies  in  the  East,  where  we  shall  again  meet  with  some 
of  the  evidences  of  the  persevering  sseal  of  this  Society, 
After  a  time,  Auxiliaries  were  fonnedj  in  connection  witli  it, 
at  Antwerp  and  liriissels. 

Of  the  numerous  and  important  Societies  in  Switzerland 
and  Germany,  during  the  period  of^vhicb  we  are  speakhig, 
it  is  pleasing  to  have  to  make  honourable  mention.  For  the 
most  part,  their  zeal  and  activity  Buffered  little  or  no  dimi- 
uutioii.  Basic  still  took  a  prominent  lead  among  the  Con- 
tiiier.lal  Societies.  It  continued  with  judgment  juid  activity 
an  extensive  distribution  of  the  Scriptures  in  French,  Ger- 
man, and  Italian,  The  Parent  Society's  Monthly  Extracts 
uf  Correspondence,  in  a  German  translation,  to  the  number  of 
10,000,  were  circulated  in  every  direction,  aiid  are  repre8ciited_ 
to  have  been  productive  of  much  good  etfect, 

The  revised  edition  of  Ostervald's  French  Bible,  In  quai'to, 
•  See  I'nrt  F.  Chup.  vii. 


nniTISIT  AKD  FOUEiaX  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 


359 


was,  after  the  lapse  of  some  years,  cuinpIetoJ  at  Lansnmie  m 
1S22.  10,000  copies  were  printed,  towai'ds  wliicli  the  Society 
contributed  £750.  Four  years  were  occiipietl  in  the  execution 
of*  the  work,  uudcr  the  superintellJence  ol'  several  pastors  and 
profcKors,  of  whom  Proieasor  Levade  was  chief.  When 
Hnished,  it  wus  found  that  some  notes,  not  as  it  would  seem 
objectionable  in  themseJves,  were  found  in  it.  This  departure 
from  the  j)rineip[e  of  the  Society,  and  the  avowed  engagement 
of  tlie  parties,  led  to  immediate  renion^ti'iince  on  tlie  part  of  tlie 
Committee  in  Earl  Strcetjand  was  followed  by  explanations  and 
expressions  of  deep  regret,  and  a  strong'  admonition  agiiinst  the 
i-ecnrrence  of  such  a  eircunistance  in  future.  TJie  revised  text, 
on  the  whole,  obtained  a  Iiigh  character.  This  is  the  cele- 
brated edition  of  the  French  Bible,  about  which  so  much  was 
said  and  wiitten  at  the  time  of  the  Apocrypha  Controversy. 
In  tliia  case,  as  wlU  as  in  that  of  tlie  Strasburg  Preface,  the 
Committee  of  the  Parent  Society  felt  themselves  called  u^ion, 
with  a  view  to  their  own  justification,  to  publish  the  whoie  of 
their  correspondence  on  the  subject.* 

In  Gennauy,  Leander  Van  Eas  found  the  circle  of  his  con- 
nection extending,  and  bis  labtjurs  experienced  no  aLatcmt'Ut. 
By  the  close  of  the  year  1824;,  bis  issues  had  Increased  tu 
550,000 ;  a,nd  about  the  same  time,  the  translating  and  printing 
of  the  Old  Testament  was  completed. 

In  Hanover,  in  Saxony,  and  especially  in  Prussia,  the  work 
of  the  Society  continued  to  bo  prosecuted  with  considerable 
vigour.  The  King  of  Prussia  gave,  in  1825,  on  tlie  application 
of  the  Mhiister  of  Ecclesiastical  Affiiirs,  big  sanction,  under  his 
sign  manual,  for  an  annual  collection  In  all  the  Protestant 
Churches  of  the  kingdom,  to  promote  the  circulation  of  the  Dible. 

Dr.  Pinkerton  mjule,  in  1825,  an  important  tour  through 
a  large  part  of  Germany,  in  the  course  of  which  he 
visited  seven  kingdoms,  lie  bears  the  following  testimony  ag 
the  result  of  his  observations.  "  I  cannot,"  he  observes, 
"sufficiently  bless  God  for  the  innumerable  proofs  which  I 
have  had,  that  everywhere  (and  i  have  visited  the  chief  So- 
cieties in  Germany)  the  work  of  Bible  distribution  is  pro- 
_  cecding  with  more  or  less  vigour ;  and  that  everywhere  it  is 
ft  *  dee  Purt  L  as  above. 
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EUROPE,  productive  of  good,  more  or  less,  nii J  U  ackno^%-led^?eH  to  He  a 
powerful  instrument  ill  the  band  of  Providence,  in  these  awful 
times,  for  preaerving  alive  among  the  people  the  faith  and 
practice  of  genuine  Christianity." 
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Circular  to 
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We  have  now  arrived  at  a  period  whea  a  consitlcrable  ino- 
dificatioji  took  place,  in  tlie  relations  of  the  Continental  So- 
cieties to  the  Society  at  home,  occasioned  by  the  agitation  and 
settlement  of  the  Apoc.rj']->ha  question.  It  is  not  neceasart 
here  to  go  again  over  the  grounds,  wliich  led  the  Committor  of 
the  Parent  Society  to  adopt  tlie  resolutions  ivhicli  were  finally 
agreed  upon,  in  re|;;ard  to  the  exclusion  of  the  Apocrypha,  and 
wliich,  by  the  Annual  Meetings  of  1836  and  1827,  were  made 
part  of  the  fundamental  rep;nlations  of  the  Society.  The  whole 
subject  has  been  already  explained  in  the  former  part  of  thia 
liistorv ;  it  now  remains  to  ahow  tlie  results  of  the  concluaoa 
arrived  at,  in  regard  to  foreign  countries. 

In  thia  spring  of  1826,  the  followhig  official  circular  letter 
was  addressed  to  Foreign  Bible  Societies: — 

"Btiikh  and  Fareiffn  Bthh  Suctefy  HousBj 
"London,  February  ICt,  1826. 

"  Wc  beg  leave  to  inform  yoa  that  important  reasons  have 
induced  the  Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreign  BibJc  So- 
ciety to  adopt  the  subjoined  Resolution  : — 

"  *  That  the  funds  of  the  Society  be  applied  to  the  printing 
and  circulation  of  the  Canonical  Books  of  Scripture,  to  the 
exclusion  of  those  books,  and  parts  of  booka^  which  are  usually 
termed  Apocryphal;  and  that  all  copies  printed,  either  ea- 
tiroly  or  in  part,  at  the  expense  of  the  Society,  and  whether 
such  copies  consist  of  the  whole,  or  of  any  one  or  more  of 
such  books,  be  invariably  issued  bonnd ;  no  other  books  what- 
ever being  bound  with  them :  and  further,  that  all  money 
grants  to  Societies  or  individuals  he  made  gnlj  in  conformity  *■ 
with  the  principle  of  this  regulation.' 

"  While  the  Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society  have  adopted  this  regulation  for  their  own  guidance, 
nothing  is  further  from  their  intention  than  to  interfere,  in  tho 
smallest  degree,  with  the  religious  views  and  opinions,  or  with 
the  rites  and  usages,  of  foreign  Churches ;  they  respect  that 
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liberty  of  conscience 
happily  enjoy. 

"  Tlie  Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society 
embrace  this  opportunity  of  assuring  ail  their  continental 
brethren  of  their  most  unfeigned  Ciiristian  regard,  and  of 
their  anxious  desire  to  contribute  as  liberally  as  possible  to  the 
Foreign  Societies,  consistently  with  their  present  Resolution ; 
and  they  shall  deem  i£  their  privilege  and  happiness  U)variably 
to  maintfiiu  tliat  pleasing  bond  of  harmony  and  union, 
which  has  ao  long  and  so  beneficially  subsisted  between  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  and  the  kludi'ed  Institutions 
of  the  Continent 

"  We  remain,  respectfully^ 

Your  obedient  humble  Servants, 
(Signed)         A,  Branduaji,  ^ 

Jos.  Hughes,  \  Secretaries*^ 

C.  F.  A.  STElNKOrFpJ 

Confiiderable  sensation  seems  to  have  been  produced  by 
this  communication ;  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  months, 
twenty-five  Societiea  on  the  Continent  sent  a  reply  to  it 
Very  few  of  these  Societies  expressed  themselves  as  con- 
curring in  the  views  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  So- 
ciety :  most  of  them  manifested  decided  repugnance  to  the 
measure.  Among  these  were  the  National  Societies  of  Prussia, 
ITsinover,  Saxony,  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  the  important  So- 
cieties of  Frankfort,  Basle,  Bern,  Zurich,  Lausanne,  Geneva, 
Parisj  and  some  others.  Some  of  these  went  so  far  as  to  de- 
cline grants  even  of  Testaments :  the  greater  part,  however, 
though  unprepared  to  give  up  the  circulation  of  the  Apo- 
crypha themselves,  yet  were  willing  to  accept  of,  and  distribute, 
Bibles  witliout  the  Apocrypha,  or  at  least  Testaments,  on  the 
terms  held  out  by  the  Britiali  Society.  The  remonstrances  of 
sorae  of  the  principal  Societies  wore  given  at  great  length,  and 
with  much  earnestness,  though  with  respectful  and  grateful 
acknowledgment  of  the  liberal  aid  which  had  been  heretolbre 
extended  to  them.* 

•  For  a  specimen  of  the  reftsonina-  and  orgTiment  employed  in  theae 
Jocumuuld,  s*x  Ajipeiidix  il.  Note  IJ, ;  uki>  ApjieudiJt  of  Tweuty-tiurd 
liepurt,  where  they  are  given  verj  much  at  leri^h. 


Chap.  II. 

Skot.  I. 

10:26. 


3C2 


HI8T0HT  OF  THE 


Chap.  IT. 

Skct.  I. 
CestIial, 

Second 

Circular, 

IU'27. 


It  appearing,  however,  frotn  many  of  the  above  documents, 
that  the  views  mul  intention  of  the  Bible  Society,  and  the  prin- 
ciples on  whicli  tlieir  future  proceedings  wore  to  he  guided, 
were  in  many  quarters  not  ftilly  understoodj  it  was  thought 
well,  in  the  spring  of  the  following  year,  to  issnie  stnother  cir- 
cular, whioli  was  as  follows  ;— 

"  It  is  with  much  regret  that  tho  Committee  of  the  British 
and  ForL'igii  Bible  Sotiety  hare  perceived,  through  different 
coinmunicatians  addressed  to  them  by  their  continental  car- 
ro3]>ondent3,  that  in  several  histances  their  recent  pi-oceeduigs 
relative  to  tlie  Apocrypha  have  been  intsunderstood. 

"  The  object  of  the  present  letter  is  to  comraunicAte  to  you 
a  copy  of  the  Resolutions  passed  at  the  22d  Anniversary  on 
tliat  subject,  and  distinctly  to  state  Che  extent  of  that  assistance 
which  the  Bi-itisli  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  is  still  able  to 
alford  to  its  foreign  associates. 

"At  tho  Twenty-second  Anniversary  of  the  British  and 
-Foreign  Bible  Society,  held  in  London,  May  3,  1826,  the 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Teigumouth,  President,  in  the  Chair,  the 
following  Resolutions  were  nnanimonsly  adopted: — 

"^  1st.  'That  the  fundamental  law  of  the  Society,  which 
limits  its  operations  to  the  circulation  of  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
be  fiUly  and  distinctly  recognised  as  excluding  the  circulation 
of  the  Apocrypha. 

"  2d.  '  That,  lu  confonnity  to  the  preceding  Resolution,  no 
pecuiiiary  aid  can  he  granted  to  any  Society  circulating  tliu 
Apocrypha,  nor,  except,  for  the  paqjose  of  being  applied  in 
conformity  to  the  said  Resolution,  to  any  individual  whatever. 

*'  St\.  '  That  in  all  cases  in  wiiich  grants,  wliether  gratuitous 
or  otJierwise,  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  either  in  whole  or  in  part, 
shall  be  made  to  any  Society,  the  hoohg  be  issued  bound,  and 
on  the  express  condition  that  they  shall  be  distributed  without 
alterntion  or  addition.' 

"  By  the  preceding  Resolntlons  it  will  appear  that  the  Com- 
mittee cannot  make  any  grants  of  money  to  such  Societies  as 
apply  their  funds  to  the  circulation  of  the  Apocryplhi  together 
with  the  Ciuionical  writings;  because  these  Resolutions  require 
that  the  fmida  of  the  British  and  Foreign  liible  Society  shall 
he  appropriated  exclusively  to  tho  dissemination  of  the  Canon- 
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iL'iil  bouks  of  Sonpturc.  But  still,  even  under  these  Resolutlulis, 
tlio  Committee  jire  cotnpcEent  to  afford  very  considerable  as- 
sistance to  tlit'ir  continental  condjutors,  viz. 

1st.  "  To  all  Societies  whose  rules  and  practice  accord  with 
tliose  of  the  Britiali  and  Foreign  Bible  Scwiiety,  in  a.  total 
exclusion  of  the  Apocrypha,  they  can  grant  assistance  in 
money  and  books  as  formerly, 

2d.  "  To  Societies  which  circidate  the  Apocryjjha  with  the 
Canon  of  Scripture,  whetlier  intermixed  or  separate,  they  can 
airord  supplies  of  the  lloly  Scriptures,  in  whole  or  in  part,  for 
sale  or  gratuitous  distribution,  as  followg ; — 

{I.  Grants  of  bound  Bibles,  in  t]ie  different  authorisifd  ver- 
siotis  in  Usage  on  the  Contincutj  coutaining  the  cujiunica.1 
books  only, 

b.  Grants  of  bound  New  Testaments  of  tho  same  versions. 

c.  Grants  of  the  New  Testament  and  tho  Book  of  Psalms, 
bound  in  one  volume;,  and, 

J.  Grants  of  one  or  more  boi;>k8  of  the  Sacred  Canon  bound 
up  togetlier. 

"  It  is  to  be  observed,  that,  in  all  the  foregoing  cases  of 
grants,  the  books  will  be  deliveccd  bound. 

"  All  such  grants  of  the  lluly  Scriptures  are  placed  by  the 
Committee  at  the  full  disposal  of  the  Foreign  SocietifS,  fur  sale 
at  cost  and  at  reduced  prices,  .or  for  gratuitous  distribution 
aniong  such  as  are  unable  to  pay  any  part  of  the  price  of 
them.  Tiie  only  conditions  which  the  Committee  of  tho 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  require  to  be  complied  with, 
on  tlie  part  of  tlie  Foreign  Societies  receiving  such  grants^ 
are — 

a.  That  the  books  be  circulated  in  the  state  in  which  they 
arc  i"eeeived)  without  alteration  or  addition. 

6.  That  a  distinct  aecomit  of  the  copie3  sold  and  distri- 
buted gratuitously  bo  kept,  and  a  copy  of  it  forwiu-ded  to  the 
Conuuittee  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society ;  and 

c.  That  the  proceeds,  or  moneys  received  for  the  copies 
sold,  he  transmitted  to  tho  Treasurer  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society. 

"These  conditions  have  been  deemed  sntBcient  to  enable  tht? 
Committee  to  apply  tbt^  funds  of  the  Institution,  intrusted  to 
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ECaoFE.  the-m  ill  aid  of  its  foreign  operations,  in  strict  confonnitv  with 
its  rules;  ami  thereby  to  preserve  union  and.  harmuiij'  among 
the  diJierent  denominations  of  Christians  in  Great  Bx-jtaiiv  hy 
whom  the  Society  is  so  liberally  supported. 

"  The  Committee  cherish  the  hope  that  their  foreign  as- 
Bociates  will  find  opportunities  of  circnlating  that  precious  fd^ 
which  0X11*  Society  considers  it  a  privilege  to  oU'er  to  such  as 
ai'e  unable  to  purclmse  It  for  themselves — a  gift  whicli  con- 
tains the  whole  counsel  of  God  to  mankind^  'and  is  profitable 
for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correction,  for  instmclion  in 
riirhteonsness,  that  the  man  of  God  may  he  perfect,  througbly 
ftirnished  unto  all  good  works.* 

"At  the  same  time,  tho  Committee  of  the  British  and  Fo- 
i*eign  Bible  Society  feel  themselves  csdled  upon  again  to  assure 
their  continontjU  brethren,  tliat  while  they  consider  it  to  be 
their  duty  strictly  to  coniine  the  application  of  their  funds  to 
the  cirouktion  of  the  inspired  booka  of  Scripture,  both  at  home 
and  abroad;  yet  it  ia  their  earnest  and  undimlm'shed  wish  to 
preserve  the  unity  of  the  spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace  among  all 
the  Biblical  Institutions  on  the  earth,  until  their  great  mid 
glorious  object  shall  be  fully  realized,  and  all  the  tribes  of 
mankind  be  put  in  possession  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  which 
are  able  to  make  them  wise  unto  salvation,  through  faith  ivhicli 
is  in  Christ  Jesus. 

*'  With  sentiments  of  the  most  unfeigned  rcgard,^ 

"On  behalf  of  the  Cummittce  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society, 
(Signed)  T£igNmouth,  Preeideot.* 

VisitofDr.  ^^  addition  to  these  communications,  the  Society  also  ajt- 
Pinkcrtou  pointed  a  deputation  to  visit  the  principal  SocittieSj  and  confer 
Jlcv.H.W.  ^'^^^^  thcni  personally.  The  Uev.  KIchard  Waldo  Sibthorp, 
SibUmqj.  whose  well-known  views  on  the  subject  of  the  Apocrypha, 
and  whose  standing  at  that  time  in  the  Society,  it  was  thought, 
would  give  additional  satisfaction  to  all  its  friends,  was  ia- 
vited  to  accompany  Dr.  Pinkerton. 

The  object  of  the  visit  of  Dr.  Pinkerton  and  Mr.  Sibthorp 
was,  on  the  one  hand,  to  removt  apprehensions  alluded  to 
above  as  existing  on  the  part  of  the  Foreign  Societies;  and,  ott 
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the  otlior,  to  jisrertain  wliat  more  could  be  done  through  the  EUROPE 
medium  of  individual  agencv,  where  Societies  might  not  feel  coap,  IL 
at  liberty  to  accede  to  the  wishes  of  the  Britisl)  and  Fomgn  i»n-i9. 
Society,  on  the  subject  of  circulating  Bibles  unaccompanied 
with  tlie  AyKJcrypha. 

The  deputation  proceeded  first  to  Paris,  where  they  had  in- 
terviews with  Professor  Kicffer,  and  the  Committee  of  the 
Protestant  Bible  Society.  From  Paris  they  went  to  Ncuwied 
and  Frankfort.  Thence  they  proceeded  to  Eistnach,  Wei- 
mar, and  Halle,  in  their  wny  to  Berlin ;  where  they  had  an 
interview  with  the  President,  and  likewise  tlic  Committee,  of 
the  Prussian  Bible  Society ;  who,  whilst  they  declined  as  a 
Society  to  circulate  Bibles  without  the  Apocrypha,  passed  some 
Resolutions  by  which  certain  members  were  empowered  and 
encouraged  to  act  as  Depositaries,  for  the  reception  and  distri- 
bution, under  prescribed  regulatioua,  of  grants  of  books  with- 
out tlie  Apocrypha* 

The  deputation  then  proceeded  to  Hermhnt,  where  they  met 
with  a  hearty  welcome  from  Bishop  Fabriciua ;  and  tlieuce  to 
Dresden.  At  the  latter  place  they  were  received  with  great 
kindness;  but  the  Saxon  Society  declined  receiving  Bibles 
without  the  Apocrypha.  Leipzig  and  Nuremberg  willingly 
consented  to  receive  un-apocrji'phal  Bibles;  but  at  Stuttgart 
the  offer  was  declined. 

In  Switzerland  the  deputation  met  with  greater  success. 
The  Societies  at  Schai!'hauBen,  St.  Gall,  Aarau,  and,  aftei* 
some  important  discussions,  the  Society  at  Basle,  gratefiiUy 
accepted  the  BiMes,  and  engaged  to  circulate  them  according 
to  the  principles  laid  down.  They  afterwards  visited  Darmstadt, 
where  they  found  Le^ander  Van  Ess  slowly  recovering  from  a 
severe  illness  :  having  satisfied  themselves  as  to  the  state  of  tha 
depository  and  accounts,  they  thence  returned  home  through 
Wiesbaden,  Cologne,  and  Brussels,  calling  on  the  active  friends 
of  the  Society  iu  those  places,  and  making  various  grants  of 
Bibles  and  Testaments. 

Several  minor,  though  not  unimportant  points  received  a 
careful  attention  on  the  part  of  the  deputation.  On  all  who 
acted  for  the  Society,  whether  receiving  remuneration  or  not, 
the  necessity  of  rigid  adherence  to  the  rules  of  the  Society  was 
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impressed.  TIio  dejiositones  belonging  to  the  Society  were 
exaintneil;  and  from  such  copies  as  contained  ajiy  thing  con- 
trary to  ita  rules,  a  removal  of  the  objectionali>Ie  matter  was 
ordorecL  The  various  booksollers  who  executed  the  orders  of 
the  Society,  had  the  laws  fully  explained  to  them.  Iinportaut 
reductiona  in  the  price  were,  in  several  instances,  obtiiined* 
Various  editions  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  were  examined  ; 
and  whole  copies  or  specimen  sheets  were  brought  over  to 
this  country,  for  the  guidance  of  the  Committee  in  future 
orders^ 

In  his  review  of  this  journey,  Mr.  Sibtliorp  ohse^rx-es: — 
**  I  trust  that,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  something  was 
oftected  towards  preparing  the  Continent  to  receive  the 
Scriptures  as  every  enlightened  Protestant  would  desire  to 
circulate  them.  Misapprehension  a  were  removed,  misunder- 
standings cleared  up,  and  fears  allayed;  the  principles  of 
our  Society  were  explained,  and  not  a  few  approvetl  them. 
Some  i1l-wilh  I  hopcj  was  cheeked;  and  the  cord  of  cliaritv, 
which  binds  together  the  members  of  Chriat'a  family,  of 
all  churches  and  nations,  strengtlicned,  without  any  dere- 
liction of  principle.  A  considerable  number  of  copies  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  without  the  Apocryplia,  were  brought  into  a 
medium  of  circulation.  We  found  the  door  closed — I  may 
say,  in  most  cases,  barred — against  the  operations  of  our  Society. 
If  we  were  enaljicd  to  be  ui  miy  degree  inatrumentid  in  some 
casea  in  withdrawhig  the  bars,  in  others  to  the  opening  of  the 
door,  in  others  to  the  actual  and  present  entrance  of  our 
Society,  to  our  God  and  our  Saviour  be  all  the  glory  !" 

In  speaking  of  the  measures  to  be  pursued,  he  adds, — "As  I 
have  already  said,  ]J0  obstructions  exist  to  the  co-operaiion 
and  agency  of  individuals :  It  may  be  desirable  to  increase  tlm 
number  of  these;  men  of  zeal,  piety,  and  judgment,  who  will 
give  tliemselves  (as  far  as  other  claims  of  duty  permit)  heartily 
and  wisely  to  the  communicating  the  treasure  of  God's  pure 
word  to  all  to  whom  they  can  extend  it  It  will  be  an  im- 
portant and  interesting  object  to  find  and  employ  such." 

The  Deputatiou  concurred  in  recommending  the  establish- 
ment of  a  central  Agency  in  Germany,  for  Uie  direction  of  its 
affairs  hi  that  part  of  the  ContliienL     They  considered  the 


DEITISn  AXn  FOUEIflV  niBLE  SOCIF-TY. 


367 


mistukca  arisliii;  from  ij^noranpe  nf  tlie  extent  of  the  liuva  and 
iv^uUitions  of  tlie  Socifty,  through  the  negligence  of  printers 
and  Ruborditiate  agents,  the  supcfior  facilities  for  prlnlhig,  tlio 
groat  siiving  of  csponsc  wliich  would  accrue  tlifncc  to  the 
Society,  the  energy  which  such  a  central  sphere  of  operation 
would  ditfusc  over  all  their  exertions  on  the  Continent,  the  con- 
centration of  efforts,  and  of  the  aources  of  snpjiiving  the 
Scriptures,  aa  aufliciGnt  reasons  for  the  adoption  of  the  plan. 
Thej  uiuiied  Frankfort  as  the  mast  eligible  station  in  Ger- 
many. Being  a  free  tity,  having  extensive  commercial  inter- 
eoiirse  witli  other  parts  of  the  Continent,  facilities  of  com- 
munication both  bj  land  and  water,  and  no  impediment 
existing,  as  it  respects  its  government,  to  the  establishment  of 
such  uu  Agency  within  it;  they  thought  it  preferable  to  Leipzig, 
or  any  other  place  which  they  had  visited. 

In  accordance  with  this  view,  the  Society  entered  into  an 
arrangement  with  their  old  and  wtll-lried  correaixmilent,  Mr. 
Chius,  of  Frankfort,  to  devote  himself  to  the  service  of  thy  So- 
ciety, in  the  distribution  of  the  Scrijitur^  and  in  carrying  out 
their  resolutions  in  reference  to  the  circulation  of  Bibles  without 
the  Apoeryplisi.  In  this  service  he  faithfully  continued  till  the 
year  184fi,  acting,  however^  under  the  superintendence  of  Dr. 
rhikertoii,  from  the  tiino  that  the  latter  took  charge  of  the 
Society's  affairs  in  Central  Europf.' ;  an  event  to  which  we  shall 
presently  have  to  refer. 

Encouraged  by  the  measure  of  success  which  had  attended  the 
visit  of  Mr.  Sibthorp  and  Di.\  Piakertoii,  the  Society  de- 
termined, in  1828,  to  send  the  latter  to  Dcmtiark,  Nor- 
way, and  Sweden,  with  the  same  ohject  in  view.  On  his 
way  home  he  visited  the  Society's  Agents  at  Darmstadt, 
Frankfort,  and  Paris.  The  results  of  this  arduous  journey  will 
be  more  fitly  adverted  to»  when  the  Society's  operations  in  tlie 
above  kingtlonis  of  Nurthcrii  Europe  come  to  be  considerecL 

In  1829,  Dr.  Piukerton  again  made  a  visit  to  Germany, 
Switzerland,  France,  taking  Brussels  on  his  way.  The  object 
of  this  journey,  as  of  the  fonner  one,  was  to  encourage  the 
Foreign  Societies,  by  such  assistance  as  could  be  rendered  in 
strict  accordance  with  the  principles  on  which  the  Society  now 
acted.     He  was  kindly  received,  and  was  much  gratified  in 
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BITBOPE.  bdiolding,  la  rerf  nua^  pbeei^  dM  spisit  of  actixe  co-ofcn- 
Ckat.  II.  '"'*  clmerfully    nanifatod.      He  foond  the  AgencMS  aba 
at  Parift  Yra^idortf  and  Dannstadt,  ngofvttsljr  At  work. 

By  tluae  effiirtB  a  fiiewilj  convapandence  with  tlie  C«a< 
tiDrCDtal  SoeiettES  was  sdll  nuiatained,  and  many  parties  vac- 
fimnd  mUing  to  an  to  some  extent  on  the  new  terms  rs^inirp) 
bj  the  Society;  bat  it  liecaiDe  more  and  more  eTidenu  Uh 
wards  the  doae  of  Ae  period  now  before  ns,  that  if  the  SockiT 
was  to  carry  fbrwaid  to  any  great  and  iacreasmg^  extcM 
an  unapffctyphal  circoJatton,  it  mtut  be  by  a  large  eniptoy- 
ineat  of  direct  Agency.  To  tfaia  object  the  attention  of 
the  Society  was,  hcnc^ronrard,  paitacnlariy  directed;  witk 
what  resnItSj  will  appear  ia  the  sabseqnent  period  of  tha 
hiBtory. 
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Before  we  proceed  to  another  portion  of  this  histnrr,  it  may 
be  proper  to  allude  to  one  Aj!;eDcy,  that  was  cannc'sl  on  thrun^ji- 
oal  the  whole  of  the  period  now  tinder  review,  and  which 
terminated  towards  lt!i  close;  reference  is  here  fioade  to  the 
Afrency  of  Dr.  Lcander  Van  E&s. 

The  ctrcum^itances  undc-r  which  Leander  Van  Ess,  then  a 
Professor  in  t!ie  Roman  Catholic  Tnstitntion  at  Marburg,  was, 
in  the  year  1812,  first  introduced  to  the  notice  of  the  Soo^y, 
have  been  already  mentioned.  He  was  found  actively  engaged 
in  circulating  tho  Scriptures,  according  to  tlta  limited'  moaiU 
then  in  liis  [mwcr.  These  means  were  greatly  enlar^ged* 
tliniuph  the  liberal  aid  extended  to  him  by  the  Society;  and 
his  cftbrts  became  projifjrtioiiably  multiplied.  It  ia  InnpossibEe 
to  road  his  voluminous  and  very  interesting  correspondence, as 
given  in  the  pagca  of  the  Society's  Reports  and  tlieir  Ap- 
pendicefi,  witliout  being  struck  with  the  exttint  and  variety  of 
his  liiboura,  and  the  zeal,  perseverance,  and  intrepidity  witU 
which  iic  conducted  them; — for  ho  had  mauy  difficulties  to 
encounter,  and  much  oppoaition  to  overcome. 

His  serviccfl  at  Ictlgtli  became  so  im{H3rtant  in  themselves, 
and  30  Increasingly  vahmb!»  to  the  Soci*?fty,  that  it  was  ihoucht 
expedient  to  obtain  the  full  disposal  ofthem,  by  employing  him 
uti  a  dli'cct  Agent ;  and^  Ity  a  yearly  gratuity,  to  enabk<  him  to 
giveup  hia  Profcflsoralilp,  and  devote  him&elf  entirely  to  the 
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work.  WliiJe  tlms  occnpied,  he  received  repeated  visits  from  EUROPE 
the  Officers,  Foreign  Agents,  and  other  friends  of  the  Society,  CdaT.  11. 
who  made  tJicmselves  acquainted  witli  his  proceedings^  care- 
fiilljr  inspected  his  accoiuits,  examined  his  stock,  and  expressed 
themselves  satisfied,  and  even  more  tlmn  satisfied,  highly 
delighted,  with  the  proofs  of  his  ptinctualitj,  dihgence,  oi-dcr, 
and  entire  devotedness.  He  caiTied  on  a  very  extensive  corre- 
spondence. His  distributions  were  etiTectcd  through  a  variety  of 
channeU,  and  could  not,  on  the  whole,  have  amounted  to  leaa 
than  650,000  copies.*  These  distributions,  it  is  true,  were  prin- 
cipally of  New  Testaments,  and  of  the  traoalation  made  by 
himself,  Thia,  however,  bore  a  liigh  character,  and  was  well 
received  by  tlie  Roman  Catholics,  among  whom  his  labours 
were  chiefly  conducted*  A  goodly  nnmber,  moreover,  of  Pro- 
testant Bibles  and  Testaments  passed  through  his  hands. 

At  the  time  of  the  Apocrjiiba  controversy,  tlic  Agency  of 
Lcander  Van  Ess  became  the  subject  of  severe  animadversion. 
It  was  intimjitcd  that  lie  made  a  large  personal  profit  by  the 
sale  of  his  New  Testaments,  and  that  this  would  account  for 
his  zeal  in  effecting  thoir  distribation.  But  the  fact  waa  clearly 
established,  thnt  the  sum  he  derived  from  that  source  was  very 
small.  He  and  hla  brother  (who  took  part  with  him  in  Hie 
translation)  had  disposed  of  their  copyright  to  a  printer  in 
1808,  (four  years  before  he  became  acquainted  with  the  Society, 
and  ten  years  befora  he  became  iU  salaried  Agent),  upon  terms 
which  enabled  the  brothers  to  realize  between  them,  on  ths 
average  of  twenty  years,  during  which  460,130  copies  had 
been  printed,  little  more  than  £32  per  annum.f 

Another  charge,  affecting,  indeed,  the  Society  rather  than 
its  Agent,  was  grounded  on  the  non-appearance  of  his  salary 
as  a  distinct  item  in  the  Treasurer's  Annual  Report.  This, 
however,  arose,  not  from  the  slightest  misgiving  as  to  the  jost- 
nesa  and  propriety  of  the  gratuity  allotted  to  him,  but  simply 
under  the  impression  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  make  a  full 

•  In  1835,  they  hud  reocbed  560,000,  Only  the  issu^  of  om  subaequmt 
year  are  distjnttlj-  set  down  in  the  Ri'ports;  but  that  j'^^ar,  1927,  Ihey 
were  37,yuO. 

t  **Hre  Sibthorp  and  Pinkerton's  Letters,  Twenty- fourth  Report,  Ajipan- 
dix,  page  79. 
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EUEOPE.  disclosure  of  the  relation  in  which  he  stood  to  the  Societj.*, 
Ca.ie!  11,  situated  aa  he  was,  as  a  Catholic  priest,  in  the  imidat  of  tbosa 
who  sought  every  ocuasion of  prejudicing  him  and  hia  work. 

After  the  passing  of  the  Aprocryphal  Regulations,  a  further 
and  very  strong  abjection  was  taken  against  his  being  employed 
as  an  Agent  at  all.  It  was  urged,  and  very  widely  circulated, 
that  the  Society  had  departed  from  its  newly-adopted  principles, 
hy  placing  any  boots,  especially  unbouud  copies,  in  his  bands, 
and  at  hia  disposal. 

In  consequence  of  this,  in  March  1827,  a  circular  letter, 
signed  by  the  Secretaries,  was.  addreaacJ  to  the  Secretaries  of 
the  Auxiliary  Societies,  on  the  subject  of  the  Society*g  con- 
tinued connection  with  Leander  Van  Ess.  Thia  document 
explains  the  principle  on  which  the  Committee  felt  them- 
selves justiiied  in  confiding  to  him  the  binding  of  such  copiea  of 
the  Scriptures,  aa  were  intended  for  circulation,  Uirough  his 
instrumentality,  among  the  Catholics  in  Germany.  It  shows 
how  expedient  the  Society  had  found  it,  in  many  cases,  to 
print  and  bind  their  books  abroad  ;  bow  desirable  it  was  that 
this  should  be  done  under  the  superintendence  of  an  accredited 
Agent ;  that  books  thus  prepared  did  notj,  as  of  course,  come 
under  the  discretionary  disposal  of  the  Agent,  but  were  appro- 
priated only  according  to  instructions  received  from  home; 
that  the  only  question,  therefore,  related  to  the  t  runt  war  thinest 
of  the  Agent,  in  carrymg  out  Ids  Instructions;  and  that  there 
was  no  reason  to  doiilit  the  trustworthiness  of  Leander  Van  Ess, 
but  quite  the  conti'ary. 

Just  before  this  circular  was  issued,  an  official  letter  had 
been  forwaided  to  Leander  Van  Ess,  fully  explaining  the 
position,  in  which  he  was  to  regard  himself,  and  embodying 
the  rules  and  regulations  by  which  he  was  to  be  implictly 
guided ;  to  all  which  he,  in  reply,  expressed  his  hearty  and  en- 
tire consent.* 

It  has  been  Judged  necessary  to  give  the  above  statement, 
lest  it  should  be  imagined  that  the  suspension  of  Dr.  Leander 

•  Thi-se  doeumentfi  are  found  in  tJie  Appendix  of  the  Twenty-tliird 
Bejiortj  to  wliich  nleo  are  iidtled  numerouji  I<'atuin>iji(e9  to  the  truslwortlii- 
ne^  of  ihiit  Agent,  aui  the  value  of  hi^  services;  together  with  a  taliulikr 
statement  of  bja.  accounts,  ob  duly  audited  for  Uie  preceding  three  jnontlig. 
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Van  E8S*8  Agency,  which  took  place  not  long  after,  had  arisen  ETJROPB. 
from  any  deficiency  or  malversation  in  his  conduct  as  an  Agent,  Chaf.  ii. 
It  was  not  so  in  any  degree.     The  cause  was  entirely  per-    1814-S9. 
sonal,  and  remains  in  some  obscurity ;  for  Leander  Van  Ess     Sect.  I. 
while  protesting  his  innocence  in  regard  to  certain  imputations    ^■*^''' 
affecting  his  moral  character,  alleged  that  his  oath  as  a  Catholic       1639. 
priest  precluded  his  making  such  explanations  as  might  have 
cleared  up  the  suspicions  arising  from  his  ambiguous  domestic 
relationships.     His  connection  with  the  Society,  however,  was 
necessarily  closed.     Some  friends  of  the  Society,  pitying  his 
age  and  infirmities,  and  remembering  his  great  and  valuable 
services  through  a  number  of  years,  made  a  private  subscrip- 
tion among  themselves,  by  which  a  small  annuity  was  secured 
to  him — his  chief  support  for  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
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Iceland. — Visit  of  Dr.  Henderson, — Numerous  AuxiliariM  •« 
Denmark. — Version  of  the  Old  Teftamcnl  for  Orsentatid^  hu 
Dishyp  Fabriaius  and  others. — Dh.*ent  of  Danish  Societjf/rtitn 
the  Apocryphal  lieffnlations. — Sweden, — Cordial  sujtpnrt  ffiven 
hy  the  Crown  Prince  and  the  Clert/j^, — AiixtUaries  ■multtpUed,'^ — 
Renmrhiihfe  lextimony  of  Count  Hos^nhlad  regarding  the  dif- 
fusion of  the  Scriptttres  in  StcMfftt  tj*<?, — Separatiun  of  the 
StrediJtfi.  Sficieftf  on  the  Apocrypha  Question,' — Jltufitin* — J^er- 
Ktan  Version  of  Henry  Martyn  pt/Hhhrd  at  St.  Petenhurgh^- — 
Scriptures  far  Georgia. —  Version  m  Modern  lint*. — Z<^ol  and 
liberality  of  the  Emperor, — Extent  of  the  labours  of  the  RuMin  n 
Society.— 'Jlssigtiati-on  of  Prince  Outit:;tn.- — Death  of  the  Em^ 
ptvror  Alexander. — Sus-petmon  oftftc  Ruskiuh  Bible  Sarieli^. — 
Comtumcement  of  separate  operations  by  the  Rev,  li,  K^itll, 

We  now  resume  the  history  of  the  operations  and  connections 
of  the  Sodety  in  the  northern  part  of  Europe. 

Wg  begin  ivith  Iceland,  to  which  count0  the  attention 
of  the  Society  was  directed  at  a  very  early  period  of  its 
history. 

Some  account  has  already  been  given  of  what  had  heon  done 
for  the  benefit  of  Iceland,  down  to  the  period  of  Dr.  Hender- 
son's visit  to  tbat  island  in  1814,  for  the  ptirposo  of  distributiaff 
the  Icelandic  Bibles,  of  ■which  he  was  the  bearer. 

llis  visit  extended  from  June  1814  to  Auj^ust  of  the  fol- 
lowing y<'ar.  Dr.  Henderson  CiLrricd  with  hira  tiie  recom- 
mendation of  Bishop  Mtinter,  and  was  most  kindly  wclconicd. 
He  received  the  greatest  encouragement  from  the  Usliops  and 
clergy  of  Iceland,  as  well  aa  from  the  most  respectable  divil 
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KOKTUXB-If 


Auriliary. 


autliorities,  in  the  discbarge  of  this  commission.  Ho  csmployed  EUHOl'E- 
five  months  in  perilous  journeys  into  thii  interior  of  the  covintry ; 
and  wherever  he  went,  he  was  welcomed  with  enthusiasm^and 
scarcely  left  a  place  without  being  followed  hy  the  bene- 
dictions  of  its  iiiliabitants.  The  want  of  the  Holy  Scriptures 
was  lamentably  felt,*  and  the  ardour  of  the  people  to  obtain  a 
copy  of  them  excessive  ;  yet,  notwithstancUng  thia  scarcity,  he 
bud  the  satisfaction  to  receive  fi-equent  proofs  of  tho  acquaint- 
ance of  the  IcL'landors  with  the  jftineral  contents  of  the  isacred 
volume,  and  tliat,  taken  as  a  bodyj  they  exhibited  the  strongest 
marks  of  a  religious  disposition. 

During  his  sojourn  in  the  island.  Dr.  Henderison  lefl  for  dis- 
tribution, 4055  Bibles  and  G634  Testaments.  He  had  also  the 
plonaurc,  before  he  left,  of  seeing  measures  taken  forinatituting 
a.  Kihle  Society  fur  Iceland.  The  foundation  of  it  was  laid  at 
a  meeting  held  in  the  Episcopal  Hall  in  Keykjavik,  in  July 
1815  J  butj,  owing  to  the  absence  of  the  Bishop,  its  completion 
did  not  take  effect  till  the  July  following,  when  it  waa  fully 
establisUedj  and  its  first  efforts  eacouraged  by  a  grant  from  the 
Uritish  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  of  £300. 

Previously  to  the  formation  of  the  Icelandic  Society,  5000 
Bibles  and  3000  Testaments  had  been  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Icelanders  by  the  Brhish  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  and 
2000  of  the  latter,  by  the  Society  at  Fiihnon.t 

In  after  yeai's  but  little  intelligence,  respecting  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Icelandic  Society,  appears  to  have  reached  this 

*  The  Deaa  of  Kuat  Shuftuiell  S^-^el  staled,  thut  aiDoii^  twenty 
fumilies  Ju  his  parish,  there  were  but  sii  Bibles  ;  nnd  ihe  Ueao  himself 
had  been,/w»*  seventeen  i/ears  previously,  eudtavuuriti"*  to  procure  a.  cojiy 
for  liimaelf,  but  without  auciiesa.  His  joy  on  r^cfiving'  a  Bible  miiy, 
therefore,  lie  readily  conceiTed  to  have  been  wry  gmit.  In  tlie  jiurit^h  of 
South  Mule  S^eeel,  where  were  upwards  of  200  jhtsods  who  cwuld  rmd, 
not  more  than  twelve  families  were  computed  to  possess  a  Bible,  nnd  but 
few  were  in  pogscBeion  of  a  Testament, 

t  Foramost  btcreating  report  of  Dr.  HeoderionV  visit  lo  Ic^Iiuid, 
^e  Twelfth  Keport,  Appendix-  See  aleo  "  Iceland  ;  or  the  Jbumai  of  a 
Heeideitce  in  Uiat  Island,  in  tbc  years  1814,  1&15,  &c.,  by  £.  UendersoDj, 
Doctor  jn  Philosopliy  .*"  a  work  which  (says  Oweu)  for  rtcutcness  of 
obflervation,  piety  of  sentimetitj  (ind  felieiry  of  expression,  deserves  and 
Las  acquired  a  hig'h  rank  in  llie  clo^s  of  <!(iiiij>o^iti>on  to  which  it  belongs. 
On  Mr.  lu-udertkju's  taking'  leureufthe  islund,  Bisliop  VidjJiu  pui  into 
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EUROPE,  country.     In  1818,  it  was  reported  to  be  going  on  favourably, 
Cuap!  n.    awditi  1823,  Dean  Helgasen,tlic  Secretaryofthe  Soeiety,  writes. 


N  Qttra  Kftw 
1EII8. 


"  It  is  a  well  founded  opinion,  that  every  family  throughout 
this  island  is  now  in  possession  of  a  Bible  or  a  New  Testament, 
and  many  of  more  tban  one  copy.  The  sacred  valume  is  read 
witli  diligence  dtiring  the  long  winter  evenings.  The  revision 
of  the  Icelandic  New  Testament  is  almost  completed,  and  it  is 
liojied  that  means  will  be  found  to  enable  us  to  print  it,*  an 
object  equally  desired  by  the  whole  population." 

Many  years  afterwards,  information  was  received  of  a  new 
edition  of  the  whole  Bible  having  passed  through  the  press,  but, 
as  It  contamed  the  Apocrypha,  no  aid  could  be  given  to  it  by 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 
Hennmrk.  The  Bible  Society  established  in  the  kingdom  of  Denmark 
in  1814,  of  the  institution  of  which  we  have  already  ^ven 
aome  account,  shortly  assumed  a  very  promising  appearance, 
the  circulation  of  the  Scriptures  lieing  countenanced  by  persons 
of  tlie  highest  rank,  and  of  most  extensive  influence  in  Church 
and  State. 

In  the  list  of  patrons  who  distinguished  themselves  by  the 
greatest  activity,  in  extending  the  bcuefits  of  the  Institution  to 
the  poorest  and  the  remotest  paits  of  the  kingdom,  it  was 
gratifying  to  observe  the  name  of  His  Highness  Prince  Chris- 
tian of  Denmark,  under  whose  immediate  auspices  a  flouriabilitf 
Society  was  formed  in  the  diocese  of  Fiihnen, 

Ajuong  the  Auxiliary  Societies  wliich  claim  special  enu- 


bifl  hand  a  poem,  sealed  with  the  Episcopal  seal,  in  which  lodand  person- 
ilied  espre&ses  htr  warm  sense  of  g:ratitude  fur  the  beoeft  conferred  upon 
her  by  Uie  Britieb  and  Foreign  Bible  Society.  Thia  poem  (whit:h  waa 
cora]iosed  by  the  tnmalator  of  Milton,  the  Kev.  John  Tborlakaon,  of 
Ji(cgkk)  is  considered  one  of  the  finest  po«ra9  in  the  kiig-uage.  "  It 
unites,"  Bays  Mr,  Keaderaon,  "  the  beauty  of  both  the  andent  and  modem 
Scalds;  being  not  only  perfectly  alliterated,  but  dwplaying'  al&o  the 
charma  of  a  triple  metre."  Of  the  Latin  tranBlaition,  by  Professor  Pina 
Mafrnufisun,  which  nccompimied  it,  a  spirited  imitation  was  written  by 
James  Sherfold  Dnone,  Esq-,  then  u  senior  scbular  at  tlm  Charter  House, 
and  aftcrwtirda  of  CJiriat  Churcli,  Osford.  For  the  Ode  itself,  both  in  the 
ohf^nual  and  in  tlie  two  bunsluUuiifi,  eee  Appeudiij  Fourteenth  Heport, 
Sec  fllao  "  Henderson's  Iceland,"  «3  aboye. 

*  Thia  vm  afterwarda  done  by  the  Daniak  Society. 
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lUcmtion,  are  those  of  Fiihneii,  Jutland,  Sleswick,  and  Hoi-  BtJBOPE. 
stein.  In  the  formation  of  tht^ge,  oi"  in  their  advancement  chap!  II. 
tu  a.  mature  organization,  much  aa3iHtani:e  was  derived  from  mu-89- 
tlie  active  and  judicious  laboura  of  Dr»  Henderson.  Having  Sficr.ll. 
undertaken  a  tour  of  considerable  extent,  and  received  letters  NyitTHiiH^'' 
of  introduction  to  tlie  five  Bishops  of  Fiihneji  and  Jutland,  he  DeDmnrk, 
succeeded  in  promoting  the  estabUahmeut  of  Bible  Socictiefi  in 
their  several  dioceses. 

The  pruicipal  of  these,  was  the  Sleswick-Holatein  Bible 
Society  for  the  respective  Duchies  of  the  same  name,  of  which 
His  ^yerene  Highness,  tlie  Landgrave  Charles,  became  the 
Patron^  and  a  zi^alous  promoter.  Tbi^  Society,  in  importance, 
activity,  and  ei^tent  of  usefulness,  became  second  only  to  that  at 
Copenhagen  ;  its  distributions  being  chiefly  in  the  German  lan- 
gua^,  as  those  at  Copenhagen  were  in  the  Danish  language. 
To  the  funda  of  this  valuable  Auxiliary,  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society  contributed,  at  its  formation,  £300,  and, 
in  1818,  further  encouraged  it  by  granting  a  set  of  stereotype 
plates  for  printing  in  German  an  edition  of  lO^UOO  Bibles  i  and. 
the  Auxiliary  afterwards  obtained  for  itself  two  otlior  sets  of 
stereotype  plates,  for  two  other-sized  Bibles.  All  these  books 
were  pruited  at  the  office  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum  at 
Sleswick,  as  those  at  Copenhagen  were  at  the  Orphan  House. 

So  rapidly  did  the  Danish  Society  extend  itself  over  the 
country,  that  in  a  few  years  there  were  few  places  of  any  con- 
sideration, in  which  Au.Hiliarie3  were  not  eatablishod.  Much 
was  done  towards  the  bringing  about  this  state  of  things  by 
the  residence  of  Dr.  Henderson  in  Denmark,  and  by  the 
zealous  co-operation  of  Dr.  MoLter,  the  Secretary  at  Copen- 
hagen, who,  as  well  as  Dr.  Henderson,  maile  repeated  tours  in 
the  service  of  the  Society,  and  contributed  ui  uo  small  degrea 
to  the  advance  of  the  work. 

A  renewed  giunt  was  made  by  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society  in  1819,  and  a  further  one  in  1821,  of  which  £200 
was  requested  to  he  appropriated  to  the  Society  in  Fiihnen. 

About  this  time,,  the  Danish  Society   began  to  direct  its  l^rectiUDd, 
attention  to  the  translating   and  printing  of  the  Grreeidand 
Scriptures.     The  Greenlanders  were  already  in  possession  of 
tlie  New   Testament^  and  measures  wore  now   adopted  i'ur 
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giving  them  also  the  Old.  The  ivork  of  translation  was  com- 
menced by  Bishop  Fahiicius,  Superintendent  of  tlie  GrecalanJ. 
Mission,  theii  h\  lus  seven ty-eiVhth  yeai',  and  iiftcr  lii:^  dcatli, 
was  CDntinueii  by  Mr.  WulH',  Chaplain  of  the  Citadel  at 
Copenhagen,  who  had  been  a  Missionary  in  Greenland.  The 
work  was  printed  in  portionaj  as  the  translation  advanced- 
After  a  few  yearsj  Genesis,  Fdalms,  and  Isaiah  were  com- 
pleted. 

A  version  of  tlie  New  Testament  in  the  Creole  language 
waa  also  undertaken  and  accompliabcd  by  the  Danis^h  Society^ 
for  the  use  of  the  CreoU's  in  the  Danish  West-India  Islands; 
and  portions  of  the  Testament  were  translated  in  the  lau^uiun* 
of  the  Faroe  Islands^. 

In  1826j  wjien  the  Apocryphal  regulations  were  issued,  the 
Danish  Bible  Society  united  with  moat  of  thy  other  of  the 
National  Continental  Societies  in  declining  to  circulate  Bibles 
witliout  tho  Apot^ryplia. 

In  the  visit  undertiikcij  by  Dr.  Pinkerton,  in  1828,  to  the 
northern  canntica  of  Europe,  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  the 
Society's  views  in  regard  to  tht?  Apocrypha^  and  the  aid  they 
stiU  felt  at  liberty  to  rendej*  to  foreign  Institutions,  the  principiil 
Societies  in  Denmark  were  included^  The  Danish  Society  still 
declined  to  receive  Bibles  iivithout  the  Apocrypha,  but  they  ac- 
cepted a  few  Hebrew  and  Greek  Sacred  Scriptures,  The  Slts- 
wick-Holstein  Conimittee  expressed  themselves  more  willing  to 
continue  a  friendly  co-operation,  and,  in  consequence,  were  sup- 
plied with  unapocryi^hal  Scriptures ;  but,  after  a  time,  both 
Societies  seem  to  have  preferred  their  own  mode  of  action,  and 
subsequently  the  corresix>ndence  with  Denmark  was  chivfly 
kept  up  through  a  few  private  individuals^  among  whom  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Rontgen  of  Christlanfeld  deserves  special  and  ho- 
nourable mention,  and  also  Mr.  Ueiclic  of  Slcawick,  who  for 
several  years  condncted  a  dbtinct  agency  on  behalf  of  the 
Society. 

At  the  period  of  Dr.  Pinkerton'a  visit,  the  total  issues  of  the 
Drtiiish  Societies  amounted  to  142,:n0,  of  which  71,5flO  had 
buen  in  Danish,  printed  at  the  Orphan  House  at  Copcnhjigcn, 
and  62,.500  had  been  in  German,  printed  at  the  Deaf  luid  Dumb 
Institution  at  Sleswick. 


The  establishment  of  the  Swedish  BiUe  Society,  in  1814, 
under  tlte  sanction  of  His  Swedish  Mnjcstj',  was  speedilv  fol- 
lowed hy  a.  eoiisiderablo  acceasion  to  the  number  of  ita  patrons 
and  mtimbera.  Amony  the  former  were  His  Royal  Hi<^hness 
tho  Crown  Prince,  and  muny  of  the  higliest  oHicers  in  the 
Statt',  So  heartily  did  the  Crown  Prince  enter  into  the  plan 
for  extending  the  benefit  of  it  tliroughout  the  Swedish  do- 
minions, that,  in  addition  to  his  contribution  towards  tlie 
Swydish  Society,  he  ^'ave  a  munificent  doniitionj  to  encourage 
the  establish nieut  of  a  similar  Society  in  Norway ;  at  the  same 
tinio  expressing  the  hope  tliat  "tlie  joyful  day"  was  ap- 
proaching, "  when  the  word  of  the  Lord  should  be  found  m  tlie 
smallest  cottage  of  the  north." 

Among  the  measures  which  contributed  more  than  any 
other  to  tlie  gi'owth  and  advancement  of  the  Swedish  Bible 
Society,  was  the  decided  line  of  conduct  adopted  by  the  re- 
presentarive  bishops  and  clergy  in  the  Diet  aasenihlod  at 
Stockholm.  These  enlightened  deputies  from  the  Swedish 
Church  "expressed  their  highest  satisfaction  at  the  in&tituUon 
of  the  Bible  Society,"  assiduously  attended  the  meetinga  of  the 
Coninutlee,  and  addressed  an  exJioriatory  letter  to  the  clergy 
throughout  tlie  kingdom,  in  which  they  were  encouraged  to 
rise  to  one  harmonious  effort  for  the  univeraal  difliision  of  its 
heavenly  light. 

The  good  effect  of  this  Circuhur  was  speedily  manifested,  in 
applications  for  the  Scriptures  from  the  several  dioceses,  and 
ui  preparations  for  forming  Auxiliary  Societies.  To  those  of 
Gottenburg,  Westeras  and  Wisby  in  Gothland,  which  had 
existed  previously  to  the  appearance  of  this  CirculaTj  were 
now  added  one  for  the  University  of  Lund  ;  and,  soon  after, 
another^  for  the  University  of  Upsala;  and  in  a  iew  ycju's  were 
added  those  of  Skarn,  Carstadt,  Carlscrona,  Wexio,  Asker- 
sund,  LiiUcoping,  and  many  others. 

Of  such  Institutions,  progressively  rising  up,  in  different 
parts  of  tlie  kingdom,  under  the  auspices  of  tlie  Central  So- 
ciety, those  of  Upsala  and  Lund,  as  comprehending  the  two 
Universities,  seemed  to  attest,  beyond  all  others,  the  ascen- 
dancy gained  by  the  general  object  of  Bible  Societies  over 
tlie  minds  of  tlie  Swedish  population.      In  the  decleuaiou  from 
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EtJnoPE.  the  simplicity  of  Clu-iatiim  truth,  which  had  occnrred  In  the  Pro- 

CiiAP.  II.  t^stant  Churches,  aiid  which  more  or  less  infected  all  the 
lsl4'29.    nations  of  Eui-ope,  Sweden  had  grievously  participated.     It 

,8v(rT.  II.    was  notf  therefore,  without  emotions  of  thankfulness  and  tri- 

roRTDERH  umph,  that  the  friends  of  the  Bible  Society   witnessed  the 

iOiS.       acceasiou  to  their  cause  of  those  Dignitaries  aiid  Professors, 

who   had  under  their  control   the  fountains   of  theological 

learning,  as  well  as  of  general  instruction. 

Horwaj.  In  the  sister  kingdom  of  Norway,  a  funiidatiou  was  laid  for 

a  kindred  Institution,  in  great  measure  hj  the  distinguished 
henefactor  of  both,  the  Crown  Prince,  afterwards  King  of 
Sweden,  "who  contributed  for  that  purjiose  a  donation  of 
6600  rix-doUars."  Encouraged  by  this  act  of  munificence, 
and  the  promise  of  a  liLenil  grant  from  the-  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society,  the  five  Bishops  of  Norway,  togetlier 
with  the  Court  Chaplain  in  Cliristiania,  and  the  Professor  of 
Divinity  hi  the  Royal  Non\"egian  University,  prepared  a  plan 
of  organization  for  a  Norwegian  Biblu  Society,  and  circulated 
an  address  of  invitation  to  every  part  of  the  kingdom.  Tlio 
zeal  of  hoth  clergy  and  people  correajxjndcd  with  tlie  expec- 
tations entertained  of  them  by  their  spiritual  superiors,  thus 
yielding  an  encouraging  presage  of  future  prosperity. 

RwDdon.  Such  were  some  of  the  fiTiits  of  those  exertions  in  Sweden^ 

which  originated  in  tlie  benevolent  activity  of  the  Rev.  Drs 
Paterson  and  Henderson,  and  were  afterwards  carried  on  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Bninnmark*,  with  a  perseverance  and  devoted- 
nesft  which  cost  Iiim  the  sacrifice  of  his  life.  The  National 
Society,  to  whose  support  they  were  directed,  was,  a$  Una 

*  "The  fouudfttioa  of  Bible  Iitatitittionft  out  qf  Stockholm  waa  chiefly 
liiid  by  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Bnuuimark,  Cbaplain  to  the  EmliuiSHy,  and 
ilinUtprof  the  Si^-Miiah  Church  id  Loudou,  and  also  a  memiber  of  the 
British  and  Foreiym  Bible  Soc-iefj ;  a  mna  in  the  big'hegt  degree 
Tpppectable,  as  a  zealous  eervant  of  (.it>d.  In  hie  tiUTela  through  SweditJ, 
in  l6J3j  he  rpptfrted.  lo  all  whom  he  met  what  Eng-Iond  had  done  for  the 
cause  of  God,  and  was  ready  t*>  do  for  th^m  also,  if  they  would  but  put 
forth  their  own  exertions.  He  was  talmu  aw&y  loo  sood  ;  but  the  sfjirit 
of  r«tif  cation  which  he  hod  besn  the  iustrument  of  awakenings,  did  jioi 
tJipin;  with  him  :  it  txleiided  more  and  more.  Dr.  Dniniiiniirk  tfinl } 
but  his  Itthouni  iitid  arhit'velaeiits  will  cause  him  Id  Iw  had  in  everlueliii;^ 
remembnmce." — Firsi  Beport  o/t/te  SvxdUh  Biblv  StKieijf. 
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alrcfi Jy  been  seen,  cOTit'muftlly  going  forward;  fresh  accessions  EUROPE, 
were  making,  from  time  to  time,  to  its  powers  and  resources,  Chap.  II, 
bj  new  Auxiliarioe,  Aesociations,  and  individual  members; 
and  the  good  eft'ecta  of  its  influence  were  so  diacemible,  as  to 
afford  all  who  took  part  in  its  administration  the  amplest  satis- 
fiiction  and  encouragement.  Its  illustrious  President,  Baron 
Kosenblad,  used  language  which  will  be  found  abundantly  to 
confirm  the  account  just  given : — 

"The  Society  has,  with  great  satisfaction,  beheld  the  friends  Testimony 
of  Holy  Writ  daily  increaso.  Those  who  heretofore  were  ^^'^^ 
in  want  t>f  this  Divino  Book,  are  now  enable<l  to  make  daily  and  uiher*, 
use  of  it  Many  who  forrai^rly  neither  acknowledged  the  real  ofScHpiuro 
value  of  this  blessed  Volume,  nor  experienced  its  sanctifying  dit,tii~ 
influence,  have  been  enlightened  by  the  Spirit  of  Gud,  and 
look  upon  the  Holy  Scnpturea  with  a  more  pious  regard*  The 
spirit  of  levity  and  mockery  that  prevailed,  as  to  the  doctrines 
of  revelation^  has  considerably  given  way  to  a  more  serious 
and  devout  attention  to  their  important  contents.  The  Most 
High,  having  begun  a  good  work,  will  aUo  wisely  and  gra- 
ciously bring  the  aanie  to  its  consummation," 

Testimony  to  the  same  etiect  la  subsequently  given  in  a 
report  of  the  National  Society.  From  this  it  appeared,  that 
the  spirit  awakened  in  behalf  of  the  Institution  in  1814,  con- 
tinued to  exert  its  beneficial  influence,  and  to  animate  all  orders 
in  ihe  State,  from  the  monarch,  the  nobles,  and  the  prelates, 
down  to  the  lowest  class  of  the  peasantry,  in  united  efforts  for 
the  dissemination  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  Tlie  number  of 
copies  distriljuted  in  the  course  of  the  year  1818  (the  year  now 
referred  to)  equalled  that  of  the  two  preceding  years ;  and 
although  the  number  of  presses  had  been  increased,  and  the 
printing  establishment  put  upon  the  most  Uberal  scale,  yet 
the  provision  was  found  inadequate  to  meet  "the  call  for 
Bibles,  now  awakened  In  every  comer  of  the  kingdom." 

'*  The  fact  that  the  Word  of  God  was  scarce  among  us," 
observes  the  Report,  "  has,  every  year,  been  more  and  more 
clearly  demonstrated,  and  a  hearty  desire  to  olitain  the  Sacred 
Volume  has  been  awakened  in  the  same  proportion,  This  So- 
ciety can  furnish  many  pleasing  instances,  in  which  the  popu- 
lation of  whole  parishes  have  unit^^d  ill  mokuig  application  for 
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this  beat  earthly  treasure ;  and,  wiili  the  utmost  delight,  have 
entered  into  engagenii?nts  with  their  ministers  to  read,  to  hear, 
or  to  meditate  on  the  statutes  and  testimonies  of  the  Lord, 
instead  of  spending  His  own  day,  or  their  leisure  hours, 
(as  Jiad  usually  been  the  case)  in  vain  and  sinful  amuse- 
ments." 

The  Swedish  Bible  Society,  under  the  patronage  of  His 
Majesty,  and  tho  prudent  direetion  of  its  indefatigable  Preai- 
denE,  Baron  Rosenblad,  maintained  for  many  years  its  high 
rank  amonij  the  Continental  Societies.  The  British  and  Fo- 
rei^  Bible  Society  had  the  pleasure  of  contributing  to  ita 
prosperity  by  numerous  successive  grants,  sometimes  made 
direct  to  the  central  Society  at  Stockholm,  at  other  tinQca 
administered  to  the  Societies  in  the  provinces* 

Several  of  the  Auxiliaries  were  visited  by  Dr.  Henderson  in 
1818.  In  the  following  year  he  was  intending  a  similar  risit, 
but  was  prevented  by  a  serious  accident  he  met  with,  when  at 
a  short  distance  from  Guttenberg,  which  compelled  him  to  yo 
back  to  the  city,  whence  he  afterwards  repaired  to  St  Peters- 
burgh,  and  was  there  laid  aside  lor  several  months,  before 
lie  had  sufficiently  recovered  to  be  able  to  undertaken  jnui'ney, 
which  lie  aftcnvards  made  in  another  direction. 

Up  to  this  time,  nearly  170,0t)0  copies  of  the  Scriptures  had 
issued  fi-om  the  press  at  Stockholm,  and  yet  a  single  Auxiliary 
had  Just  discovered,  on  a  fi'esh  survey  of  ita  district,  that 
13,900  families  were  destitute  of  the  Siiriptures,  of  whom  4385 
were  unable  to  pay  the  full  price  of  a  copy,  and  4403  incapable 
of  contributing  any  part  of  it.  To  meet  tins  exigence,  a  grant  of 
£500  now  made  to  the  Swedish  Society,  was  succeeded  by  a 
grant  of  £500  In  each  of  the  two  following  yeai-s.  In  Non^'Ay 
nicasurea  were  also  adopted,  for  carrying  into  effect  tlie  trans- 
lation of  the  New  Testament  into  the  Norwegian  Lnppouese 
dialect,  a  work  which  was  sifterwards  accomplished^ 

In  1825,  the  issues  of  the  Swedish  Biblt  Society,  from  it3 
establishment,  had  amounted  to  204,64S,  and  this  in  &  country 
wliicb,  in  the  earlier  years  uf  the  Bible  Society,  was  reported 
to  be  so  well  supplied,  as  to  lead  to  the  supposition  that  such 
an  Institntion  was  not  wanted  within  ita  limits. 

In  18261,  Sweden,  like  the  rest  of  tlio  Continent,  was  brought 
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nnJcr  the  agitation  of  iiie  Apocry^iha  controversy.  The  cor- 
respondence wliieh  took  place  in  reply  to  the  Circular  of  the 
Parent  Society  of  February  1826,  was  respeetful  yet  decisive. 
Count  Rosenblad,  in  the  name  of  the  Swedish  Bible  Society, 
stated  that  tliey  could  not  alter  the  usages  established  during 
the  space  of  three  centuries  ^siEliin  the  Swedish  Church ; 
that  the  exclusion  of  the  Apocrypha,  even  if  practicable,  would 
raise  great  suspicions  prejudicial  to  the  Bible  cause;  that  the 
Evangelical  Society  at  Stockhobn  had  made  an  attempt  to  cir- 
culate Bibles  excluding  the  Apocrypha,  but  it  had  faUpd,  and 
they  had  been  compelled  to  return  to  the  ancient  custom ; 
that  according  to  this  custom  the  Swedish  Society  had  pro- 
ceeded; and  that,  conscientiously  following  their  convictions, 
they  could  not  agree  in  the  views  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society,  though  cherishing  towards  it  the  strongeat  sen- 
timents of  resjwct,  gratitude,  and  afiectioii. 

Tims  the  matter  rested  till  Dr.  Pinkerton^  in  1828,  visited 
the  northern  countriesot'Europo,  with  tlie  flame  object  in  viewaa 
that  which  led  him  and  Mr.  Sibthorp  to  visit,  in  the  preceding 
year,  other  parts  of  the  Continent.  lie  had  personal  interviews 
with  the  leading  friends  at  Gothenburg,  Clu-ietiauia,  Upsala, 
Stockiiolm,  Carbcfona,  Lund,  and  several  smaller  places.  Ho 
found  the  Archbishop  of  Upsala,  the  Primate  of  Sweden,  de- 
cidedly favourable  to  the  course  adopted  by  the  British  Society, 
insomuch  that  he  accepted  a  grant  of  300  unapocry-phal  Bibles, 
besides  500  Testaments.  The  Stockholm  Committee  agreed 
to  receive  some  Hebrew  Bibles  and  Greek  TestameutSj  but  do 
not  appear  to  have  gone  further.  Dr.  Pinkerton  tad  the 
pleasure  of  learning  that  the  work  of  circiilating  the  Scriptures 
was  going  on,  with  more  or  less  success,  in  evei^  part  of 
Sweden,  and  that  there  had  t>een  issued  in  the  preceding  year 
more  than  21,0CM)  copies.  At  Wesio,  the  Society  consented 
to  receive  a  grant  of  Bibles,  of  which  tlie  Bishop  afterwards 
gave  his  cordial  approval ;  and  at  Carlscrona,  a  similar  proposal 
was  thankfully  acceded  to.  In  like  manner,  at  Lnnd, 
400  Swedish  Bibles  witliont  Apocrj-pha  were  accepted,  to- 
gether with  Hebrew  Bibles  and  Greek  Testaments  for  the  nse 
of  poor  students. 

From   this  period,  the   connection    of  the  British  Society 
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EtTEOPE,  with  Sweden  and  T^orway  became  restrictwl,  as  compared  witli 

Chap  II    '^hat  it  IiatI  Leen — the  peciuiiary  as&btance  having  entirely 

iau.29.    ceased,  nnd  tlie  grants  being  now,  for  the  most  piirt,  confined 

Sect!  U.    to  New  Testiimcntfl.      Still    a  friendly   correspondence  was 

NoETHsss  maintained,  which  could  not  fail   to    po&scss  much  interest, 

ic-ifl-      especially  so  long  as  it  rested  to  a  great  extent  on  Count  HQ^eti- 

blad,  whose  letters  were  a  type  and  expression  of  the  fervent 

zeal  which  be  brought  into  the  cnnse  of  the  Bible  Society,  and 

may  bo  ranked  among  the  documents  which  most  adorn  tlie 

pages  of  the  Society*s  records. 

We  here  take  leave  at  present  of  the  Swedish  Bible  Socie'tT» 
which^  as  was  stated  by  Count  Rosenblad,  in  his  opening 
spee^ch  at  the  Annual  Meeting  in  IS29,  had  put  more  copies 
into  circulation  in  Sweden,  aince  its  establishment,  than  had 
been  issued  in  that  country  during  the  first  three  centariea 
after  the  Reformation.  The  iasue^j  up  to  that  time,  bad 
amounted  to  273,518  copies, 
Norway.  It  was  not  till  1S20,  that  the  Norwegian  Society  was  fully 

organized  on  the  principles  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society,  when  it  received  agrant,  previoTisly  conditionally  ten- 
dered, of  £500.  Norway  was  visited  in  1821  by  the  Rev.  Peter 
Treschow,  a  German  Clergyman  in  London,  on  behalf  of  the 
Society.  He  brought  to  light  many  interesting  facts  relating  to 
that  country.  Amongst  others,  he  ascertained  that  there  was  a 
tribe  of  Finns;,  of  5000  to  6000,  the  majority  of  whom  could 
read;  but  bo  great  was  the  scarcity  of  religious  books  and  the 
eagerness  of  the  people  to  read,  that  they  did  not  think  much  of 
walking  twenty  or  thirty  miles  to  hear  a  good  book  read.  No 
copy  of  the  Bible  was  found  among  them,  and  as  their  language 
differed  from  that  of  the  Swedish  Finns,  the  Bibles  which 
were  sent  Iroin  tlie  Society  at  Abo  were  of  no  use.  Their 
case  had  to  be  taken  up  by  itself,  and  tlie  British  and 
Foreign  Society  having  encouraged  the  undert.aking  by  tho 
promise  of  a  grantj  it  was  immediately  proposed  to  prepare 
for  them  a  version  of  the  New  Testament  at  Drontheim. 


niiEsiB  We  now  again  revert  to  Russia.     The  circumstances  which 

led  to  tlte  formation  of  a  Bible  Society  at  St.  Petersburgh,  have 
aU-eady  been  detailed  at  some  lengtli ;  in  the  course  of  which 
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it  wa9  scon,  how  lively  was  tlic  interest  taken  hy  the  Emperor 
in  the  midertaktn^',  and  how  much  his  sanction  contributed  to 
its  success. 
■  It  has  been  already  mentioned   that  the  viait  to  England, 

'  in  1814,  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia  and  the  King  of  Prussia, 
both  of  whom  had  taki^n  the  cause  of  the  Society,  within 
their  respective  domrnions,  imder  their  protection,  gave  the 
Directors  of  the  Society  an  opportunity,  which  they  cheerfully 
embrgeed,  of  tendering  in  person  theJr  acknowledgments  to 
th^e  royal  personages  for  the  favours  they  bad  severally 
shown  to  the  operations  of  the  Institution.  A  Deputation, 
consisting  of  the  President,  six  of"  the  Vice-Presidents,  and 
throe  Secretaries,  were  admitted  to  an  interview  with  his 
Imperial  Majesty,  who  i-eceived  them  very  graciously,  and 
after  listening  to  ati  address  which  had  been  prepared,  con- 
versed familiarly  with  them.  His  Majesty  s|xike  with  much 
decision  of  the  utility  of  the  Institution^  particularly  as  it 
respected  his  own  dominions ;  and  after  many  friendly  and  per- 
tinent remai-ks,  assured  the  Deputation  of  hia  warm  attach- 
ment to  the  object  of  the  Society,  and  of  his  determination  to 
give  it  hia  continued  protection. 

The  return  of  His  Imperial  Majesty  to  hia  capital,  was  the 
signal  for  elevating  the  rank  of  the  St.  Potershnrgh  Society, 
by  changing  its  designation  to  that  of  the  Russian  Bible  So- 
ciety, a  title  more  fully  corresponding  with  the  extent  of  its 
designs  and  labours,  as  well  as  the  estimation  in  which  it  was 
held  by  its  Imperial  protector. 

So  active  had  been  the  exertions  of  the  St.  Peterebnrgh  Bible 
Society,  during  the  short  period  which  bad  intervened  since  its 
establishment,  that,  at  the  commencement  of  1814,  it  bad  en- 
tered into  engagements  for  printing  the  Scriptures  in  seven 
languagea,  and  the  Provincial  Societies,  for  editions  in  three 
languages  more.  Towards  these  works,  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society  had  contributed  grants  of  money  amounting  to 
no  less  than  £3000. 

The  circumstances  which  led  to  the  printing  of  the  Scrip- 
tures in  the  Persian  and  tlie  Georgian  languages,  by  the  above 
Society,  are  too  interesting  to  be  passed  over. 

When  the  late  excellent  and  indefatigable  Henry  Hartyn  had 
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completed  his  Pei-aian  translation  of  the  New  Testament  aC 
Shiraz,  he  deposited  at  Tcbriz,  in  the  hands  of  thu  British 
Ambassador,  Sir  Gore  Ouseley,  Bart.,  a  copy  of  tlie  trans- 
lation, to  he  by  him  presented  to  the  liing  of  Persia.  This 
commission  Hia  Excellency  very  faitlifully  performed  j  and 
the  letter  of  His  Majesty,  m  acknowledgment  of  tlie  present, 
was  in  every  respect  satiafactory  and  GTicom'aging.  Returning 
to  England  by  way  of  St.  PeEerisliurgh,  His  Excellency  fell 
into  company  with  Prince  Gulltzin;  when,  tlie  conversation 
having  turned  on  the  progresg  of  Bible  Societies,  Sir  Gore 
Ouseley  dilated  on  the  Biblical  exertions  of  the  late  Mr.  Mar- 
tyn,  and  the  good  reception  which  his  version  of  tlie  New  Tes- 
tament had  obtained  at  the  Conrt  of  Persia.  In  the  course  of 
this  interview  it  was  suggested,  that  an  edition  might  be  printed 
by  the  St  Petersburgb  Bible  Society,  and  advantageously  cir- 
culated in  the  provinces  of  West  Persia.  The  suggestion  was 
mutually  approved ;  and,  by  tlie  exertions  of  Dr.  Pinkerton, 
in  concurrence  with  Sir  Gore  Ouseley,  (who  voluntarily 
engaged  to  snperiiitend  the  correction  of  the  press,)  the  work 
Wfis  entered  upon  without  delay;  and  in  less  than  twelve 
mantha  5000  copies  were  completed  and  ready  for  distribution. 
The  subject  of  Georgia,  and  the  consideration  of  printing 
tlie  Scriptures  in  the  laJiguage  of  that  country,  as  well  as  of 
establishing  a  Bible  Society  in  its  capital^  Tiflis,  arose  out  of 
an  luterWew  which  Messrs*  Paftoff  and  Pinkerton  had  with  the 
Georgian  Archbishop,  Dositheoa,  when  on  the  point  of  quitting 
Petersbnrgh  for  Tiftis,  hi  order  to  execute  the  commission  of 
his  Sovereign,  by  endeavouring  to  improve  the  education  of 
the  Georgian  clergy.  It  appeared,  by  the  information  derived 
from  this  intelligent  prelate,  that  tlic  munbcr  of  Chrlstiaafl 
belonging  to  the  Grceco-Georgian  Church  exceeded  a  million ; 
that  in  Georgia  Proi*er  there  were  nearly  900  churches,  and 
in  Iineretta  and  Mingrelia  1100;  and  that  among  these  2OO0 
clmrchea,  not  200  Bibles  were  to  be  fmuid.  In  fact,  bnt  one 
edition  of  the  Georgian  Bible  had  been  printed,  and  that  in 
folio.  The  clergy  were,  for  the  most  part,  deplorably  ignorant. 
Religion  was  more  cultivated  by  the  females  than  by  tlie 
males,  or  even  by  tlie  priests.  The  tradition  of  Christianity 
having  been  introduced  into  Georgiw,  about  the  year  320,  by  a 
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Grecian  virgin,  Niniia,  (who  still  occupies  the  first  place  In  the 
calendar  of  theU*  sjiiiits,)  ujjpoars  to  have  excited  an  emulation 
in  tluit  sex  to  iniil^ite  so  illustrious  an  example;  insomuch,  tltat 
a  proper  knowledge  of  tho  doctrines  of  revelation  is  still  con- 
sidei'L-d,  among  tlie  sujwrior  ranks  in  Georgia,  an  indispensable 
jiart  of  female  education. 

In  communicating  the  intelligence  of  which  the  foregoing 
is  an  abstract,  the  Arclibiahop  expressed  liii  readiness  to  co- 
operate, by  all  the  exertions  he  could  make,  and  all  tlie  in- 
fluence he  could  employ,  in  giving  eflect  to  tlie  important 
designs  of  the  St  Petersburgh  Bible  Society. 

It  being,  however,  consideredj  tliat  a  long  time  must  expire 
before  tmy  thing  could  be  undertaken  in  Tiflis  itself,  and  it 
having  been  ascertained  that  the  matrices  m  which  the  Geor- 
gian types  were  cast,  that  had  been  employed  in  printing  the 
Bible  at  Moscow  in  1742j  had  proiidentially  escaped  the  con- 
flagrattor,  it  was  judged  expedient  to  commence,  without 
delay,  an  impression  of  5000  copies.  This  task  the  Moscow 
Society  very  cheerfully  undertook  j  and  the  Archbishop  had 
tho  satisfaction,  as  he  passed  through  Moscow  on  his  way  to 
Georgia,  to  see  all  the  practical  arrangements  for  canning  it 
into  execution  definitively  eettlcd. 

The  operations  of  tlie  Russian  Bible  Society  were  car- 
ried on,  both  in  the  heart  of  the  empire  and  in  the  provinces, 
80  vigorously,  that  by  the  beginning  of  ISlC,  it  was  able 
to  report  eight  editions  of  the  Scriptures,  in  so  many  diflcrent 
languages,  as  finished,  and  fourteen  more  in  the  press,  amoimting 
in  the  whole  to  79,000  coptes.  Among  these  undertakings, 
was  the  printing  of  the  Slavonian  Scriptures,  which  was  car- 
ried on  at  Moscow,  It  appears  that,  during  234  years^  since 
Bibles  were  first  printed  in  Russia,  no  more  than  twenty-two 
editions  had  been  brought  out,  consisting  in  all  of  scarcely  more 
than  60,000  copies ;  and  that  for  the  use  of  many  millions  of 
l)eoplo ! 

It  is  pleasing  here  to  have  to  record,  that  the  su^estion  of 
printing  the  Scriptures  in  modern  Russ,  is  attributable  to  the 
Emperor  himself.  The  return  of  the  Emperor  to  has  capital,  at 
the  closcof  1815,  brought  the  affairs  of  tlie  Institution  more  par- 
ticularly under  his  cognizance  and  observation.  His  Majesty  had 

c  f 


EtFROPE, 
Chap,  1 1. 

Sect.  II. 

KORT«EBB 

1611 


Zeaf  and 
acttvUy  i}( 
tlie  Rdk- 

Society. 


EUROPE, 

t'tlAP.  II. 

Sect.  IT. 

KOHTOtUS 

1016. 

Tcr&ion  in 

Mndsni 

Bum,  prO' 
prosed  liy 
I  the  Em- 

peroc. 


TnarofDr. 

in  tlic  Rus- 
sian prg- 
TJ  acts. 


given  a  signal  proof  of  liia  remembrance  of  its  interests  dui-ing  hia 
absence,  by  granting  it  the  privilege  of  sending  not  onlj^  all 
letters,  but  also  Bibles  and  Testaments,  by  post,  firee  of  charge, 
to  every  part  of  the  empire.  Ilia  solicitude  for  extending  its 
usefulness  more  generally  Qmon^  the  people,  cansed  hmi,  in 
the  following  Spring,  to  direct  that  a  new  translation  of  the 
Scriptures  should  he  made  into  tlie  vernacular  Russian ;  that 
in  the  Slavonian  (the  only  one  in  use)  having,  from  its  vast 
antiquity,  become,  in  a  great  degree,  obsolete*  In  the  com- 
muiuL'ation  of  hia  wishes  to  tliis  etfect  to  the  Holy  Synod,  Hi* 
Majesty  assigns  as  the  reason  of  his  conduct  his  '*  being  con- 
vinced, by  experience,  and  by  the  divine  doctrines  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  bow  osefiil  the  reading  of  them  is  for  people  m 
every  condition  of  life,  to  the  promotion  of  godliness  and 
■morality,  on  which  the  true  prosperity  of  individuals  and 
nations  is  huilt-** 

This  measure,  so  demonstrative,  at  once,  of  liis  personal 
regard  forthe  Holy  Scni>tiu'C9,  and  of  his  patei^nal  considera- 
tion for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  lowest- classes  of  bis  people> 
and  so  adapted  to  fix  an  era  in  the  religious  and  moral  history  of 
the  Kussian  Empire,  was  only  pm'tiaJly  aecomplisbed,  up  to  the 
time  of  the  Emperor^s  decease,  and  has  not  since  been  resumed,* 

For  several  successive  years,  the  Russian  Bible  Society 
assumed  a  more  and  more  commanding  attitude,  and  its  opera- 
tions would  furnish,  did  space  perndt,  rich  and  varied  matter 
of  interesting  record.  Tlio  three  agents  of  tlie  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society,  Drs.  Patersou,  Pinkerton,  and  Hen- 
derson, had  each  a  share  In  promoting  its  vigorous  growth* 
and  the  extension  of  its  benefits  throughout  the  empire. 

In  the  Spring  of  1816,  Dr.  Pinkerton  undertook  a  tonr  in 
the  service  of  the  Russian  Bible  Society  i  tlie  intention  of 
which,  as  expressed  ill  his  credentials  from  Prbice  GaHtzin, 
the  President,  was  "to  promote  the  object  of  the  Institution  in 
every  possible  way,  by  engaging  proper  persons  to  act  as  Com- 
missioners for  effecting  the  circulation  of  the  Scriptures,  in 
those  parts  where  Branch  Socielies  were  not  yet  formed ;  by 
visiting,   iiersonally,  the    diflei^ent  Branch   Societies   already 

•  The  New  Tealamect  was  printeil.  and  |Mirt3of  the  OId,iw  the  Psulnts 
and  Octatfluch :  the  rwnnindtr,  it  i."  vuideretoocl,  is  in  manuecrijit. 
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exiting  in  tlio  aontli,  particularly  at  Moscow,  Voronez,  Theo- 
(losia,  find  Kiiinenty, ;  antl  bypncourapngtlie  formiitton  of  new 
Societies,  wliere  prarticnMo,  to  co-opor:ite  wlt}i  tliiC  Parent  In- 
stitution, in  disseminating  the  word  of  God  ia  and  beyond  tlie 
borders  of  the  Russian  dominiona.** 

In  ptrfonning  tbis  journey  of  more  than  7000  mile^,  of 
wbicli  a  moat  interesting  account  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix 
to  the  Thirteenth  H«:-i<ort,  Dr*  Pinkerton  a<'(|uitted  himself  in 
such  a  manner  as  eminently  to  justiiy  tlie  confidence  reposed 
in  him  by  both  t!ie  Russmn  Hible  Society,  under  whosR  autho- 
rity and  direction  tlie  \miT  was  etl'fcted,  iind  the  British  and 
Foreign  liible  Societ}',  which  fumishcd  the  necessary  fiiuda* 
In  the  judgment  of  the  former  (whose  opinion  is  entitled  to  the 
most  unqiialifiodi  respect )»  "  the  blessing  of  God  accompanied 
the  steps  of  tliis  enterprising  traveller  wherever  he  went" 
New  Auxiliaries  to  the  Parent  Society  spranf!;  up  in  his  pre- 
sence, and  by  bis  assistance;  particularly  in  Tula,  Syntpher- 
polcj  Odessa,  Wilna,  MoghUey,  and  Wltepsk,  In  many  other 
places  a  good  foundation  was  laid  fur  other  Auxiliaries.  In 
addition  to  all  this,  Dr.  Pinkerton  gained  access  to  book&  and 
maiuiscriptg,  that  throw  great  light  on  certain  objects  which 
cng.nnt.nl  the  atteiit[on  of  the  Bible  Societies  l>oth  of  St.  Peters- 
burgh  and  London.  This  was  more  especially  the  case  in  Iu3 
visit  to  the  Crimea,  where,  in  a  settlement  of  the  Caraite  Jews, 
he  discovered  a  Tartar  manuscript  of  the  books  of  the  Old 
Testament,  a  copy  of  which  he  was  permitted  to  purchase,  and 
carry  away  with  him.* 

Dr.  Paterson,  whose  habitual  occupation  was  that  of  con- 
ducting most  of  the  business  in  the  executive  department 
of  the  Russian  Society,  and  who,  in  that  department,  a]>proved 
himself  to  liis  principals,  both  Russian  and  British,  by  the 
grentest  industry,  judgment  and  perseverance,  undertook  also 
a  tour,  in  the  course  of  the  same  year,  with  a  view  to  the 
furtherance  of  the  threat  object.  In  this  excursion,  which  was 
directed    to    the   Bultic   Provinces  of  Estboniaj  Livonia,  and 
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Co^irlriiid,  D]'.  Paterson  was  iiccampaiiit'il  by  His  Excellency 
Mr,  Papoff,  Secretary  to  the  Riissian  Bible  Society;  ftiid  the 
travellers  visited  the  several  Bible  Societies  which  lay  within 
the  compjiss  oi'tiieirruute. 

In  the  autumn  of  1S16,  Dr.  Henderson  removed  to  St. 
Petershurgh,  for  tlie  purpose  of  assisting  Dr.  Pfitcrsoii,  then 
m  a  declining  state  of  health  ;  which  circumstance  gave  him, 
for  a  time,  the  character  of  a  British  Agent  in  connection  vrith 
the  Kusstau  Bible  Society*  The  rtcceission  of  talent,  experi- 
ence, and  piety,  which  Dr.  Henderson  brought  to  the  work  in 
which  lie  wan  now  providentially  called  to  bear  a  part,  was 
duly  appreciated  by  the  Directors  of  the  Russian  Society.  He 
perfonned  the  duties  of  hia  invalid  friend  with  equal  diligence 
and  ability ;  and,  on  the  return  of  the  latter  to  St.  Pctersburgli, 
they  continued  to  labour  together  in  the  same  department  of 
service  willi  fraternal  harmony,  and  with  eminent  advantage 
to  the  interests  and  operations  of  the  Russian  Bible  Society. 

It  has  been  already  seen,  that  Hia  Imperial  Majesty  lent  lijs 
warm  countenance  to  the  proceeding  in  wliich  the  Russian 
Bible  Society  was  embarked.  Among  the  proofs  of  his  libe- 
rality, and  of  his  concern  far  the  increased  usefulness  of  the 
Institution,  should  be  enumerated  a  present  to  the  Society  of  a 
spacious  Mansion  for  carrying  on  Biblical  business,  and  a  grmit 
from  hia  own  purse  of  15,000  rubles  towards  the  expense  of 
adapting  it  for  this  service ;  and,  at  tlie  same  time,  also  a  grant 
of  a  similar  amount  lor  reducing  the  coat  of  duty  on  some 
paper  im[K3rted  from  Holland  for  the  purposes  of  the  Society. 
By  hia  command,  also,  a  document  was,  in  1817,  laid  before 
the  Society  by  Prince  Galitain,  the  President,  in  which  Hia 
Imi>crial  Majesty  expresses  hia  will,  that  an  inquiry  should  be 
instituted,  without  loss  of  time,  into  all  the  measures  requisite 
for  the  s|ieedy  multiplication  of  the  books  of  Holy  Scripture^ 
and  for  doubling,  at  least,  the  number  then  printing.  A  plan, 
in  conformity  with  the  abo^'^e  suggestions,  jjrepared  and  sub- 
mitted by  Dr.  Paterson,  was  speedily  laid  before  His  Majesty, 
and  received  his  approbation. 

The  following  declaration  of  the  Emperor,  contained  in 
an  address  which,  on  one  occasion,  he  made  to  the  Moscow 
Society — a    declaration    not  less    worthy   of  the    Sovereign 


of  a  grciit  eiii|nre,  tlian  conaonttiit  with  the  spirit  of  llic 
Bible  Society — ma.}'  bo  jxivi:n  its  a  further  testimony  of  Hia 
Majesty's  ap|ireciation  of  the  work  : — 

"  I  consider  the  establishinoiit  of  BiUe  Societies  in  Riissiu, 
in  most  parts  of  Euroi>e,  and  in  otlier  quarters  of  the  globc^ 
und  the  very  great  progress  these  Institutions  have  made  in 
disseminating  the  word  of  God,  not  merely  among  Christians, 
but  also  anionjr  Heathens  and  Malionimcdans,.  as  a  pecuhar 
display  of  the  mercy  and  grace  of  God  to  the  human  race.  On 
this  account  I  have  token  upon  myself  the  denomination  of  a 
Dicraljcr  of  the  Russian  Bible  Society;  and  will  render  it  every 
possible  assistjvnce,  in  order  that  the  beneficent  Hght  of  revela- 
tion may  be  ahed  ajnong  all  nations  subject  to  my  sceptre.*' 

As  a  farther  iiistance  of  the  mtercst  which  Ilis  Majesty  took 
in  the  concerns  of  the  Society,  it  may  be  stated  that,  in  1820, 
lie  purchased,  from  his  own  private  funds,  a  large  stock — ^more 
than  9000  Slavonian  Pocket  Testaments ^in  order  to  distribute 
them  amonj:;  the  army.  Nor  floes  it  redound  less  to  his  honour 
as  a  wise  monarch,  solicitous  for  the  diffusion  of  scriptural 
truth  among  his  people,  that  he  issued  an  order  to  the  Holy 
Synodj  to  supply  all  monasteries^  thiiTchcs,  and  priests,  through- 
out his  dominions,  with  copies  of  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

The  feelings  and  sentiments  thus  cherished  by  the  monarch, 
were  found  at  that  time  to  pervadt^  multitudes  of  his  people, 
both  in  the  Capital  and  in  the  several  govenmients,  provinces, 
and  districts,  who  took  a  large  share  in  the  dissemination  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures-  To  quote  a  remark  made  at  that  time : — - 
"  No  facts  which  could  be  stated,  and  no  language  which 
could  be  emploj'ed,  would  be  sufficient  to  convey  on  ador^uata 
representation  of  the  interest  felt,  and  the  exertions  making, 
by  all  orders  of  the  Russian  community,  on  lelialf  of  an  object 
which  appears  to  have  roused  all  their  moral  energies;  and 
united  monarch  and  people,  as  the  heart  of  one  man^  in  prO' 
nioting  the  kin^fdom  of  God."* 

So  rapidly,  indeed,  was  the  work  of  the  Russlaa  Socitty 
carried  ouj  that  upon  every  opeoing  that  offered  for  the  eDtr&uce 
of  the  Scriptures,  into  a  territory  in  \vhichthey  were  either  un- 
known, or  existed  but  In  name,  translations  were  conuneucud 
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and  pioccedeJ  in,  with  a  celerity  ami  vigour  that  (ire  tuuTy 
a&tonishing.  If  r  proof  wero  waiited,  it  might  be  taken  from 
what  the  Society  had  niidcrtaken  I'ur  Stberi:i  alone,  on  whose 
behalf  not  fewer  than  seven  versions  of  tlie  Scriptures  were, 
at  tho  period  iiowtroatpd  of,  in  a  course  of  actuali  and  some  of 
very  forward  prepiiratinn. 

Thb  Monthly  Papers,  issued  by  the  Society,  exhibited  at  once 
tliL'  vastness  of  the  business  with  which  the  Committee  was 
charged^  and  tho  systematic  regularity,  as  woll  as  iwrsevering 
industry,  with  which  its  details  were  conducted. 

Some  judgment  may  indeed  be  formed,  of  the  labours,  ind 
Jeep  responsibility  of  tiiose  whose  office  it  was  to  auiierintend 
and  direct  the  general  transactiona  of  this  important  Society^ 
when  it  is  considered^  that,  in  St.  Petersburgh  :done,  editions 
of  tho  Scriptures  were  simultaneously  preparing  in  eleven 
languages;  and  that,  within  one  ntontb,  copies  to  the  amount 
of  100,000  rubles,  were  despatched  from  the  Depository 
to  every  qu.irter,  and  almost  every  province,  in  Russia,* 
whether  European  or  Asiatic;  of  which,  twenty  cart-loads  had 
to  cross  the  Caucasits  to  TiHis,  for  the  use  of  hotli  Mahoin- 
nuKians  and  Christians.  The  disti-ibutlon  of  the  Scriptures 
in  the  fifth  year,  1817,  was  double  tliat  of  the  preceding;  the 
number  of  copies  i)rintcd  wa3  72,000,  in  eight  different  lan- 
guages; and  the  total,  up  to  tliattime,either  printed orprintjng:, 
by  the  Ru!^§ian  liihlo  Society,  amounted  to  fifty-ntiio  editions^ 
comprising  270,600  copies,  in  twenty-one  languages. 

Nor  were  there  wanting  testimonies,  the  most  express  and 
convincing,  of  theso  exertions  being  greeted  with  feelings  of 
cordial  joy  by  the  population,  and  attended,  in  many  casus, 
with  the  moat  saluttry  and  promising  eHects. 

Ill  1818,  Dr.  Phikerton  made  another  journey,  occupying 
about  six  months,  the  former  part  of  which  he  devntod  to  the 
interests  o£'  tlic  Kussiau  Bible  Society.  From  St.  Pctersburgli 
he  travelled  throng])  White  Russia  mid  Samogitia,  visiting 
Pleskoft",  Witepslc,  Mogiloff,  Minsk,  Wilna,  Puhngen,  and 
other  principal  places,  before  he  passed  the  frontier  into 
Prussia,  Germany,  and  France.  In  the  courae  of  this  tour, 
while  otiier  ohjcct*  received  their  due  measure  of  consideration, 
particular  attention  was  paid  to  the  want»  of  hotipitals  and  jaiU, 
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to  tlio  religious  state  of  the  Jews,  and  to  the  prevalent  feeling  in 
tlie  several  UnEversitios,  with  respect  to  tlieir  estimate  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  and  their  willingness  to  aid  in  their  dispersion. 

Early  in  1819,  Dr.  Pinkerton  set  out  from  London  on 
another  journey,  which  extended  to  February  in  thoi following 
yeiar.  In  the  course  of  tlila  tour  he  spent  several  Dionths  in 
Greece  and  Turkey,  before  returning  tbrougli  the  Russian 
dominions  to  St,  Petersburgh, 

He  was  furnished,  by  Prince  Galitzin,  with  recommendatory 
letters  to  all  tlio  Russian  Consuls  in  the  chief  towna  on  the 
Kuxine,  the  Mediterranean,  and  other  places  wliich  ho  was 
likely  to  visit,  as  Smyrna,  Trebizond,  Salonica,  Buclmreat, 
Jassy,  Ac. ;  and  the  Prince  wrote  a  letter  direct  to  the  Russian 
Ambassador  at  ConstantbioplCi  Baron  Strogonoff,  in  which  he 
conveys  the  will  of  His  Iinjierial  Majesty,  tliat  Dr.  Pinkerton 
should  Ijo  taken  uudei*  His  Excellency's  special  protection,  not 
niei-cly  during  his  stay  at  Cunstautino[)le,  but  everywhere 
during  his  sojourn  in  Europea]i  and  Asiatic  Turkey.  Letters 
also  were  entrnated  to  the  Ambassadors,  for  the  Greek  and 
Armenian  Patriarchs  at  Constantinople,  to  be  delivered  by 
Dr.  Pinkerton  on  his  arrival*  Thus  introduced,  Dr,  Pinkerton, 
aa  may  be  sujiposed,  did  not  fail  to  meet  with,  a  friendly  re- 
ception in  different  quarters.  As  on  former  occasions,  he 
gained  a  great  deal  of  infonnation,  relative  to  the  existence 
of  certain  versions  and  manuscripts,  and  the  prevailing  want 
of  the  Scriptures  in  diffi^rent  countries,  and  at  the  same  time 
be  succeeded  in  originating  numerous  measures  for  caiTyirg 
out  the  object  and  plans  of  the  Society.  Much  of  the  in- 
formation thus  collected  was  transmitted  to  St.  Petershuj'gh,, 
as  well  as  to  London,  and  formed  the  basis  of  further  opera' 
tions  undertaken  by  the  Russian  Society 

Amongst  other  interesting  information,  he  ascerluined  the 
existence  of  a  number  of  valuable  Georgian  manuscripts,  at 
the  Iberian,  or  Georgian  Monastery  on  Mount  Athos,  among 
winch  were  found  large  portions  of  the  Scriptures  m  that 
language.* 

Whilst  Dr.  Pinkerton  was  elill  abHcnl,  another  journey  was 
projected,  to  be  undertaken  by  Dr.  Paterson  and  Dr,  Hen- 
*  i:^ee  I'iiikrrtoii'ij  Letiers,  [?ixti!cntli  Report,  Appendix, 
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derson.  Tlio  latter,  who  was  still  siirt'urtng  from  the  effects  of 
liis  aceideut  in  tlie  neiirhljQUrhoQd  of  GothL*nburg,  waa  tjoc-king 
to  perfect  himself  in  the  Russian  httiguage,  to  which  also  he 
added  the  study  of  the  Tartar  and  Persicj  with  a  view  to  bis 
becoming  stationary  at  Astrachan,  aa  appears  at  one  time  to 
have  been  liis  intention,  though  afterwards  it  was  abandoned. 
It  "waft  the  spring  of  1821,  before  the  arrangements  for  this 
journey  were  completed.  The  two  travellers  set  out  from  St, 
Feteraburgb  in  March  1821,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Serof, 
Assistant-Secretary  of  ths  Russian  Society,  and  furnished  with 
letters  from  Prince  Galitzin  to  atl  the  principal  civil  and  eccle- 
siastical authorities  of  the  different  goveriinients,  through 
which  it  was  expected  they  might  pass.  The  journey  em- 
braced a  period  of  eleven  months,  and  was  extended  through 
twenty  provinoea  of  the  Russian  empire. 

There  is  the  less  necessity  to  dwell  on  the  mcidents  and  r^ 
suits  of  this  long,  arduous,  and  important  journey,  as  they  are 
not  only  given  in  the  correspondence  of  Drs.  Paterson  and 
Hoiderson,  found  in  the  Appendix  of  the  Society's  Eighteenth 
Report,  but  also  form  the  matter  of  an  interesting  vohimo,  by 
Dr.  Henderson,  afterwards  publiabod  in  this  country.* 

It  may  suffice  to  say,  that  the  object  of  tbiis,  as  of  previous 
juumeysj  waa  to  visit  the  Bible  Societies,  more  particularly 
those  in  the  interior  of  the  Russian  empire,  with  a  view  to 
their  fuller  organizatiou,  extension,  aud  encourat^einent.  Many 
Pitblic  Meetings  were  attended,  and  much  consultation  held 
with  tlie  principal  officers  and  friends  of  nearly  one  Iialf  of 
tlie  Auxiliaries  in  Russia;  and,  according  to  the  testimony  of 
Prince  Galitzin^  in  bis  address  at  the  ensuing  anniversary, 
"this  journey  had  served  materially  to  augment  the  success 
of  the  Society's  work." 

Soon  after  their  return  to  St  Petersburgh,  Drs.  Patetson 
and  Henderson,  who  had  been  hitherto  considered  as  Agents 
of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Socictyj  resigned  their 
situations^  and  were  engaged  in  the  same  capacity  by  the 
Russian  Bible  Society,  with  which  they  had  been  ao  many 
years  connected.     A  grateful  and  satisfactory  testimony,  to 

"  UmJi-ir  the  title  of  "Biblical  Rese-TiTches  ;  or  Tiavpis  in  11  asaU,  in- 
cluding a  tuur  in  tLu  Crimai,  laiiil  tbe  (Misiuig^  oftb?  Cuucaam/' 
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their  long  and  meritorious  services,  was  given  ill  the  Ninth 
lleport  of  l]ie  Uusaiun  Uihle  Society.  After  a  sliort  peritxl, 
Di'.  Henderson  dissolved  liis  connection  with  the  Russian 
Society,  but  Dr.  Pat^rson  continued  with  it  till  ita  sus- 
(jensiiin. 

The  services  of  Dr.  Plnkerton  were  now  deemed  more 
necesaarj/  in  other  parts.  lie  was  therefore,  though  still  con- 
tinut'd  as  a  FwiX-'ign  Agent,  requested  to  take  up  his  residence 
in  England,  whence  he  might  occasionally  make  visits  abroad, 
and}  in  the  uiter mediate  timcSj  assist  in  the  business  of  the 
Foreign  Department  at  home. 

To  return  to  the  Russian  Society:  In  1820,  its  Report 
stated,  that)  witliiii  the  short  period  of  seven  years,  the  So- 
ciety had  either  actually  printed,  or  was  engaged  to  print, 
ninety-one  editions  of  the  whole^  or  parts,  of  the  Sacred 
Scrii*tnres  in  twenty-six  different  languages,  forming  a  total  of 
411,000,  of  which  275,66D  were  already  in  circulation ;  the 
number  circulated  that  year  amounting  to  68,539,  in  thirtj-tw-o 
langiiiiges.  Their  noble  President,  PrlnceGalitzin,  in  bis  address 
that^^ear,  remai'ka — **  At  present  tliere  is  hardly  a  province  in 
the  empire,  where  the  cause  of  disseminating'  titc  Holy  Scrip- 
tures U  not  known.  From  the  shores  of  the  Ualtic  to  Kiaclita, 
they  are  circulated  by  various  means.  Copies  of  them  have 
reached  the  di^stiuit  habitations  of  the  Buriats,  and  the  slil!  more 
distant  shores  of  Russian  North  America.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  Kirgtsians  and  FersLsjis  are  supplied  with  them  ;  the  natives 
round  the  Caspian  and  Bh-ick  Sea  are  partaking  of  them  ;  the 
Georgians  and  Bessarabians  are  famished  with  these  silent 
preachci-s  of  salvation*" 

In  the  succeeding  year,  Dr.  Pinkerton  gives  the  following 
enumeration  of  works  at  that  time  undertaken  by  the  Society, 
ai]d  then  in  progress; — 

"The  most  iiniwrtant  work  is  the  translation  of  the  Scrip- 
tures into  the  vernacular  Russ  ;  and  we  have  now  to  announce 
tlie  completion  of  a  [(art,  and  the  rapid  progress  of  otlier  parts 
of  this  work.  On  tlie  12*h  of  December,  the  birtliday  of  the 
Emperor  Alexander,  Prince  Galil/.in  presented  his  Majesty 
with  the  tirst  copy  of  the  modern  Russ  New  Testainent. 
Blessed^  ever  blessed  be  God,  who  has  cnabl«l  us  to  behold 
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tliiB  work,  of  infinite  valuo  to  the  many  millions  of  Rnssians, 
completed  I  Tiie  first  edition  consists  of  5000  collies,  and  ia 
now  in  tliie  bands  of  the  bookbinder;  a  secondl,  of  20,000,  is 
neai'ly  half  printed  off;  and  a.  third  edilion,  of  5000,  is  printiiig 
in  Moscow.  The  Gospels  and  Acts,  and  the  first  Epistles,  of  this 
version,  have  hitlierto  been  in  greater  demand  than  we  have  as 
yet  been  able  to  ftimiali*  The  Pentatetichj  the  books  of 
Job,  Proverbs,  and  Ecclesiastes,  are  translated.  The  Arch- 
bishop Philaret,  of  Moscow,  is  now  occupied  in  translating 
Isaiah." 

At  this  time  the  first  edition  of  thu  Book  of  Paalms,  conaisling 
of  15,000  copies,  had  ah'eady  left  the  press.  The  Russian  Com- 
mittee had  also  completed  large  editions  of  the  wliole  Bible  in 
the  Greek  and  German  langmigca,  of  the  New  Testament  for  the 
uae  of  the  Polish  CathoIicSj  and  of  the  four  Gospels  and  Acts 
in  the  Cahnuc  and  Mongnllun  dialects,  Tbey  had  undertaken  to 
publiish  an  edition  of  GOOO  copies  of  the  Bulgarian  New  Testa- 
ment, sanctioned  by  the  ecclesiastical  authorities  of  Bessai-abia, 
and  an  edition  of  flic  Gospel  of  St.  Matthew  in  the  Ziriau  lan- 
gua{i:e,  a  dialect  spoken  in  the  govermnents  of  Tobolsk,  Perm, 
and  Vologda,  •  They  had  also  resolved  on  printing,  by  way  of 
experiment,  a  Hebrew  version  of  the  Gospel  of  St.  MatthcW;^ 
and  of  the  E]>istle  to  tho  Hebrews,  presented  to  them  by  a 
Jewish  convert  at  SL  Petcrsburgh. 

When  the  great  expense  attendant  on  these  various  works 
is  estimated,  and  the  recent  sacrifices  made  by  the  benevolent 
in  Russia  for  the  relief  of  Greek  emigrants  from  the  Turkish 
territories,  are  also  taken  into  consideration,  it  will  not  be  a 
matter  of  surprise  that  the  funds  of  the  Russian  Bible  Society 
should  have  sustained  a  temporary  exhaustion.  Ou  this  ac- 
count the  Society  In  London,  in  conformity  to  that  spirit  of 
fraternal  cordiality  which  had  always  characterized  their  in- 
tercourse with  the  Russian  Institution,  assisted  Its  efforts  to 
meet  the  difficulties  of  its  situation  by  a  grant  of  £2000. 

Dr.  Pinkerton,  independently  of  the  geaersd  assistance  ho 
had  afforded  to  the  St.  Pctersburgh  Committee,  had  undor^ 
taken  the  superintelldence  of  the  followin.i;  works:  —  the 
Tartai*-Turkish  Bible,  the  printing  of  nhtch  luul  been  en- 
trusted to  the  Miasionartea  at  Aatrachan ;  the  New  Testament 
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in  the  Miindjiir-Climcso,  after  the  projected  translfttion  of  ft 
iKtiTitd  iiidlviJufll,  who  had  resided  fourteen  years  at  Pekiii, 
by  iippointjiient  oi"  the  Uussian  Govcniment,  with  iho  pnrticular 
view  of  studying  the  Maiidjur  and  Chinese  languages ;  a 
iVrsian  version  of  the  Okl  Testament ;  the  first  sheets  of 
this  translation  were  examined  and  approved  by  Professor 
Lee,  who  kindly  undertook  to  revise  t]io  i-est  as  they  were 
transmittetl  to  him;  a  Serviiin  version  of  the  Scriptures  ;  and 
a  Tartar  Old  Testament,  aecording  to  the  manuscript  found 
by  Dr.  Pinkerton  in  the  Crimea,  with  Buch  alterations  aa 
thu  Missionaries  at  Astrachan  might  deem  neeesaary. 

Passing  over  tlie  years  1822  and  1823,  duiing  which  the 
operations  of  tlie  Russian  Society  were  conducted  with  undi- 
minished energy,  we  come  to  1824,  the  eleventli  year  of  th© 
Society's  existence,  in  which, — though  its  work  did  not  stand 
still,  70,000  copies  of  the  Seriptures,  in  different  languages 
and  dialects,  being  printed,  and  31,163  distributed, — an  event 
occurred,  foreshadowing  the  fatid  interruption  which  the  So- 
ciety was  ere  long  to  nndergo.  His  Excellency,  Prince 
Giititzui^  the  noble,  indefatigable,  and  devoted  President  of 
tlie  Society,  from  reasons  which  do  not  fully  appear,  but 
which  are  supposed  to  have  been  misod  up  with  questions  of 
State  policy,  was  induced  to  resign  his  office,  and  His  Emi- 
nence, Archbishop  Serapliim,  Metropolitan  of  Novogurud  and 
St.  Petersburgh,  was,  by  an  Imperial  Rescript,  ap{K)inted  his 
successor.  The  Prince,  in  a  letter  to  the  President  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  expressed  thu  unabated 
interest  felt  by  him  in  the  operations  of  the  Bible  Society  in 
every  part  of  llie  world ;  and  the  new  President,  also,  at  the 
Meeting  at  which  hia  appointment  was  announced,  expressed 
a  *' lively  hope  that  the  Lord  would  he  pleased  to  shower 
down  his  blessings  on  the  united  and  unportiint  labours  of  the 
Society,  and  vouchsafe  to  them  his  ahnighty  aid," 

It  soon,  however,  became  evident  that  the  niamsprtng  of 
thy  Society  had  received  damage, — that  its  animating  spirit 
had  departed. 

In  the  following  year,  1825,  the  Emperor  Alexander  died. 
His  atlachniont  to  the  Bible  Society  w.is,  there  is  every  reason 
lu  believe,  unshaken  tu  the  last     liis  successor,  the  Euiperur 
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StJROPE.  Nicholas,  after  his  accession,  continuud  Ins  own  aiibscription  to" 
Chap!  II.  *^e  Russian  Bible  Society.  Bat  before  the  close  of  the  nextyear, 
1826,  the  ojierations  of  the  Bible  Soi:ietieB  in  Russia  were, 
by  an  Imperial  Ukase,  auspcndcd.  The  only  mitigating  clause 
was,  "  that  tlie  sale  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  already  printed  in 
Sctavonian  and  Russian,  as  also  in  the  other  languages  in  use 
amOTig  the  itiJiabitants  of  the  Russian  empire,  was  permitted  to 
SmpeiiBiou  Ije  continued  at  fixed  prices."     The  motives  which  influence  tKe 

(if  Russian  t^      j^  I'l        1  !•  1-1        • 

~  "  ~  proeeedinga  of  a  Government  like  that  of  Russia  are  not  ufteij 
developed.  It  is  probable  that  in  this  case,  there  was  a  mixture 
both  of  political  and  ecclesiastical  considerations,  but  of  tJieir 
exact  complexion  and  weight  it  ia  not  easy  to  speak. 

Dr*  Paterson,  whose  services  were  no  longer  required  at 
St.  Petersburgh,  soon  afterwards  returned  to  this  country, 
committing  tlie  cause  of  the  Russian  Bible  Society  into  tho 
hands  of  that  God,  who  surely  takes  a  deeper  interest  in  the 
progress  of  His  own  truth,  than  we  can  possibly  do,  but  whos6 
ways  are  past  finding  out* 

But  while  this  dai'k  cloud  came  over  the  prospects,  once  so 
bright  and  cheering,  of  the  great  Russiaji  Bible  Society,  the 
work  was  not  allowed  wholly  to  cease.  A  Protestant  Bible 
Society  was  established,  under  sanction  of  the  Emperor,  for 
supplying  the  Protestants  m  Russia  with  the  Scriptures : 
Prince  Lieven  was  appointed  the  President.  A  few  years 
elapsed,  before  tliia  Society  came  into  much  operation.  It  was 
at  length  found  surrounded  with  a  considerable  number  of 
Auxiliaries,  and  will  come  again  into  notice  in  a  subsequent 
part  of  this  history. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  providence  of  God  was  inclining  tlie 
"1^""™^°'  hearts  of  individuals,  and  remarkably  oj^uing  their  wa^'  to 
liouB  L-nder  supply,  in  somc  measure,  the  place  of  larger  and  more  rcgu- 
AgeucJ^  larly-organized  Societies.  In  1828,  a  correspondence  of  a 
very  interesting  kind,  luid  pregnant  with  imjiortant  results, 
was  opened  witli  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  on 
the  part  of  a  gentleman  then  resident  at  St,  Pctersburghj 

*  At  the  tLme  of  its  suapeneion,  the  Ruadan  Bible  Society  Imi}  2U$> 
Auxilianen  :  it  bad  printed  the  Sucrfi  Scriptures  iil  betweKn  twenty  mid 
tliirty  various  languages;  and  ilo  circulutiuu  hud  umouiiCed  to  nbove 
601,UO0  vopiet}. 
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whose  name  was  for  a  time  withheld,  but  who  afterwards  be-  EUROPE, 
came  well  and  widely  known.     The  Rev.  R.  Knill,  formerly    Cha7  II. 
a  Missionary  in  India,  was,  at  the  period  referred  to.  Minister    i8i4-29. 
of  a  Protestant  congregation,  composed  principally  of  English     Skct.  II. 
and  Americans,  at  St  Petersburgh.   The  circumstances  which  No«thbbk 
led  to  his  engaging  in  the  work  of  Scripture  distribution,  and     Ruuia. 
the  chain  of  unexpected  consequences  connected  with  this  first       **^*' 
link,  will  come  to  be  considered  afterwards,  having  chiefly  to  Ber.  R. 
do  with  a  subsequent  period.     They  are  referred  to  here  to 
show,  that  while  the  sun  of  the  Russian  Bible  Society  seemed 
to  be  setting  in  dark  clouds,  there  appeared  more  than  one 
bright  streak  in  the  heavens  as  an  encouragement  to  faith  and 
hope. 
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SECTION  I. 


OENTBAL  EUROPE. 


Continued  adherence  of  Continental  Sorieiiex  to  the  Apoc7'y'pha. — 
Neio  flan  ofParemt  Societi/s opcratiura  by  separate  A^e/icirs. — 
France — lUpot  at  Park — Va/ied  labours  of  Pt'ofcssor  Kirff^er 
—French  Ilevohitimi  of  1830 — Efforts  of  Mtssrs,  Courlotfj 
of  Tindoufe,  and  first  experiments  of  Colportage, — Death  of 
Professor Kifffei' — AppointmemtofM,  dc Pressens^ — Extenaion 
of  CulportaffHf  a»d  reiuiti, — Dr,  Pinherton  at  Franhforty  as 
General Snperhitendeni  ffAgmdes — Tours  through  Germany — 
Mr.  Elmer,  Scrxptures  supplied  to  the  Prunxian  army^— 
Hun/fart/— Efforts  of  Rev,  Mr.  Wimmcr. —  Revolution  of 
1848. — Cotportat/eht  Germany. — Belgium — Origin  and  success 
of  3fr.  Tiddy*f  hloun — These  ejttended  to  Holland — Lahourt 
Gf  Lieutenant  Gtoydtm  artd  Major  licchwith  in  Switzerlandf 
and  North  Italy. 

EUROPE.  The  [wrlod  wlucb  haa  lately  passed  under  review  waa  cha- 
racterizedj  as  has  boon  remarked,  by  the  rapid  and  extensive 
multiplication  of  kiudrud  Institutions,  widely  spread  over  the 
face  of  the  Continent  These  Institutions  were,  in  the  firat  in- 
stance, very  generally  promoted,  and  afterwards  foalered  und 
encouraged,  not  only  by  granLs,  but  by  a  system  of  visitation, 
erpanating  from  the  Society  in  London,  and  in  great  ]>art  cai-- 
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fen,  at  its  expense,  by  its  own  Officera  and  Agents,  or  by 
tmsee  friends  (klegatetl  by  iL 

But  when,  in  consequence  of  the  Apocryphal  rcgnlations, 
all  peruniary  grants  to  Societies  contmumg  to  circulate  the 
Apocryjiha  were  suspended,  and  even  grants  of  books  much 
limired,  tbo  system  of  personal  and  official  visitation  became, 
to  a  great  extent,  inapplicable.  The  Foreign  Societies  wbich 
still  adhered  to  the  Apocrypha- — and  these  were  by  far  the 
larger  number — were  now  placed  on  a  more  independent  footing, 
as  regardeil  the  original  and  Parent  Inatitution  in  this  CQuutry> 
and  were  thus  no  longer  in  a  position  to  profits  as  they  had 
done,  by  its  counsels  and  its  aid. 

The  British  Bible  Society,  however,  though  thus  restricted 
from  what  bad  been  its  usual  channels  of  distributions,  was  yet 
unwilling  to  forego  the  privilege  of  administering  to  the  neces- 
aittes  of  the  Continent.  Besides  which,  it  felt  itself  eapecially 
urged,  by  a  sense  of  duty,  to  seek  to  circulate  the  Inspired 
Volume  in  its  purity,  as  dissociated  from  tlie  Apocrypha. 
Hence  it  proceeded  to  adopt  and  favour,  more  fully  than  it  had 
hitherto  done,  direct  Agencies  of  its  own,  either  paid  or  gra- 
tuitous, the  operations  of  which  might  be  more  immediately 
imdcT  its  own  regulation  a;]d  control.  Something  of  the  kind, 
indeed,  had  already  existed  in  the  Instances  of  Leander  Van  Ess 
and  Professor  Ivieffer,  and  in  the  incipient  labours  of  fi'iends  at 
St.  Potersbnrgh,  to  say  nodiing  of  the  Agencies  in  the  Me- 
diterranean, which  had  from  tlie  first  been  entirely  apart  from 
any  associated  native  effort. 

Now,  however,  the  system  of  Agencies  was  to  bo  carried  to 
a  much  larger  extent. 

As  the  operations  of  the  Society  on  the  Continent  were  hence- 
forward to  experience  a  change  in  tlteir  mode  and  character, 
it  may  be  desir.ible  to  depart  a  little  from  the  plan  which  has 
been  hitherto  adopted,  and  while  still  adhering  to  our  review 
of  tlie  Continent  iu  large  sections,  as  Central  and  Northern,  to 
trace  the  blatory  of  the  Society's  operations  somewhat  more 
minutely  in  separate  coimtries  or  districts,  as  they  snccoasively 
became  the  seat  and  sphere  of  separate  Agencies,  taking  for  our 
guidance  the  order  pursued  in  the  Society's  Annual  Reports. 

With  regard  to  the  Foreign  Societies,  which  became  in  a 
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great  degree  djsconncctci.1  with  tlie  British  Society,  tbe  labnars 
of  some  of  tliem,  during'  the  period  on  wLich  wo  now  enter, 
bavG  been  too  imjiortint  arid  valaabk  to  be  wboUy  overlooked 
in  a  review  of  the  Bible  work  in  Eiu-ope;  but,  at  tbe  siime  time, 
tbe  notice  to  be  takeu  of  them  in  this  work,  henceforward,  mtist 
necessarily  be  somewhat  more  brief  and  incidentab  Let  it  not, 
however,  be  siipposed  that  the  Parent  Society  ceased  to  feel  a 
lively  interest  in  the  numerous  Continental  Institutions,  whlcli 
it  had  been  honoured,  in  so  great  a  degree,  to  orj^nate,  and 
which,  conatituted  to  a  great  extent  on  simiJar  principles,  wer« 
still  united  with  it  by  a  common  object  and  obligation,  of  tbe 
highest  and  most  spiritual  nature. 

France. — The  earliest  distributions  of  tbe  Society  for  the 
benefit  of  France,  were,  as  wc  have  seen,  eflected  principally 
tliroqnjb  the  medium  of  the  Baaleand  other  Continental  Socii.-ties.* 
Tbe  Paris  Protestant  Bible  Society  was  instituted  in  1818,  and 
from  that  period  took  an  active  part  in  the  cii'culatioTi  of  tlic 
Sacred  Volunie.  But  as  that  Society  was,  from  its  constitution, 
restricted  to  the  Protestant  part  of  the  population,  it  became 
a  great  and  important  object  to  make  some  distinct  provision 
i'or  the  supply  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  who  constitute  the 
large  majority  of  the  inhabitants.  It  was  primarily  with  a 
view  to  this  object,  that  the  British  and  Foreign  liible  Society 
opened,  in  1820,  a  ddpot  of  its  own  in  Paris,  and  placed,  it 
under  the  charge  of  Professor  Kieffer. 

The  name  of  Professor  Kieffer,  it  will  be  recollected,  was 
first  introduced  to  the  notice  of  the  Society  about  tlie  year  1818, 
in  connection  with  the  revision,  the  printing,  and  editing  of  the 
Turkish  Bible,  which  important  work  occupied  several  years 
of  arduous  labour.  It  was  before  he  bad  fidly  completed  that 
work,  that  he  became  an  Agent  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Society  for  the  distribution  of  the  Scriptures  in  France  j  and 
though  bis  attention  was  di'st  directed  to  the  supply  of  tbe 
lioman  Catholics,  for  whom  large  editions  of  De  Sacy's  Teata- 
inent  and  Bible  had  been  printed,  yet  it  soon  became  apparent 
that  there  was  a  large  field  Ojiened  for  his  efforts  among  Pi-o- 
tcstants  as  well   as  Catholics,  without   interfering  witli    tbe 

*  Pastor  OlierUa  received  same  of  the  first  granta. 
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operatioiis of  tlieProtestontBiMe Society.  From  this  tline>ttiei'e- 
ft>re,  tlie  Socit'tj-'a  own  dc'pflt,  under  hia  superintendenee  at 
Paris,  became  a  verj  abundant  source  of  Bible  diatribulion, 
anionnting,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  to  12,000»  15,000, 
and  even  17,000  copies  m  a  year;  to  provide  for  which, 
larjrer  ediliuiis  were  required,  both  of  the  two  French 
Protestant  versions,  Martin  and  Oatervald,  as  well  as  of 
De  Sacy'a,  the  Raman  Catholic.  Hence  the  Professor's  time 
was  occupied  in  sni>erintendiiig  the  printing  and  bhiding  uf 
these  and  other  works  required  by  the  4Society,  as  well  as  in 
nttending  to  and  promoting  their  disti'ibution.  In  this  latter 
department  lie  was  assisted  by  several  active  friends  and  coi> 
respondents  in  different  parts  of  France. 

The  cUstribntiona  from  the  d^pfit  at  Paris  were  carrlod  on 
with  considerable  success.  Duriuy  the  year  I82P,3malI  d<ipola 
were  opened  in  different  dire<!lions,  and  thus  many  thousand 
copies  nf  New  Testaments  were  put  into  circulation.  A  xealona 
individual,  much  interested  in  the  ii'ork,  during  one  period  of  tlie 
year,  distributed  6000  copies  in  about  150  different  placea  ;  and, 
during  another,  19,000  in  40O  places.  Many  testimonies  were 
received  of  the  thaukfuhiesa  with  which  these  copies  had  been 
accepted,  and  of  the  apparent  good  that  had  been  accouiph'shcd. 
Another  individual,  in  the  South  of  France,  had  laboured  in  a 
similar  mannor,  though  not  on  so  extensive  a  fi.!a]e.  To  con- 
tinuL'  these  distributions,  a  further  edition  of  10,CKH)  Testaments 
was  ordered. 

In  the  following  year,  1630,  the  6rst  individual  above  re- 
ferred to,  M.  Appert,  was,  on  the  strong  recommendation  of 
tlie  Rev.  F-  Cuiuungbam,  theu  iu  Paris,  again  employed  on  an 
extensive  tour>  as  the  result  of  which,  ebannels  were  opened 
for  the  issue  of  17,000  copies  of  the  New  Testament;  and,  on 
the  same  recommendation,  2000  copies  were  sent  to  a  clergyman 
in  the  Simlh  of  France,  who  had  received  im|M)rtnnate  rcfjuesta 
from  all  sides  to  l>e  furnished  with  tlie  Sacred  Voliune,  which 
led  to  the  ordering  to  press,  in  the  course  of  the  year,  25,000 
of  Dc  Sacy's  Testaments,  and  two  editions  of  tlie  Protestant 
Bible.      Tims  largely   was  the    British   Society   enabled    to 

■  supplement  the  labours  of  the  Paris  Society  by  issues  of  its 
I      own. 
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M.  Appert,  who  was  for  some  years  a  very  active  distributor 
of  the  S<-'i*iptuies  ui  France,  held  an  imjxirtajit  office  in 
cnnnectiou  with  tlic  public  schools  and  prisons  of  the  king* 
dom.  His  name  does  not,  in  the  first  instance,  apjjcar  on  the 
pages  of  the  Society's  Reports,  as  it  was  not  always  found 
expedient^  at  that  period,  from  the  state  of  religious  and  poli- 
tical feeling,  to  publish  the  names  of  parties  engaged  in  the 
■work.  For  the  same  reason.  Professor  Kieffer's  name  did  not 
appear  publicly,  for  some  time,  after  he  had  become  the  direct 
and  salaiied  Agent  of  the  Society.  Tins  was  made  a  serious 
charge  against  the  Society  during  the  period  of  the  Apocryphal 
agitatioiij  and  Insinuations  were  tlirowii  out,  that  monies  en- 
trusted to  him  had  not  been  duly  accounted  for  j  wliich  led  to 
the  printing,  in  the  Appendix  of  the  Report  of  I827j  of  a 
g[teciincu  of  the  Professor's  f[uarterly  acconnts,  as  regularly 
transmitted  and  audited.  This  was  also  done  In  the  case  of 
Lconder  Yan  Ess's  accounts.  From  that  time,  the  names  of 
botii  these  gentlemen  were  regularly  introduced  into  the  ire* 
ports,  with  their  respective  salaries  or  gratuities  attached. 

It  may  he  here  observed,  that  the  literarj*  labours  of  Pro- 
fessor KiefFer  at  this  time  were  not  confined  to  the  revising  and 
editing  of  tlie  Turkish  Bible:  under  his  superintendence,  and 
more  or  leas  by  bis  assistance,  the  Scriptures  were  printed  at 
Paris  in  the  Syriac  and  Carshun,  the  modern  Ai'menian,  Iho 
Spanish,  the  Italian,  the  Basque,  and  the  Breton  languages. 

Thus  actively,  and  successfully  was  the  Professor  occupied 
in  the  service  of  tJie  Society,  at  the  period  on  wliich  we  are 
now  to  enter ;  being  engaged  in  numerous  important  works, 
and  hi  caiTjiug  on  an  extensive  correspondence ;  not  without 
encountering,  it  is  true,  considerable  hostility  in  some  quarters, 
which,  together  with  declining  health,*  occasionetl  by  excessive 
application  to  husbicss,  somewhat  interrupted  and  retarded  Iiia 

•  A  circumstiinec  wLifli  at  tliis  time  probably  contributed  not  a.  Hct3e  to 
the  ProfepBor'a  prostmtion  of  hefllth,  was  tbe  deep  mortification  he  felt  on 
i(A  being  diacovered,  that — cjuite  occidenbilly,  however,  tnihispnrt-aoiue 
SOI)  copies  of  the  Italiun  Bible  in  his  wjirrhouae  had  been  orerlookcd,  in 
tbe  generjil  rpmova]  of  the  Apocrypha  from  uU  tht  Society's  Bi)»l«'A,  of- 
(ienid  nt  ihnt  time.  Much  wns  atteajjited  to  be  made  of  rlua  tnciiJpot. 
of  wiiich  full  partieularo  are  given  in  ibe  Appendix  of  Tweutj^ixth 
Report. 
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work;  but  still, on  tlie  wliole,  meeting  with  considerable  en- 
courageuient 

This  retros]»ectlre  glance  at  Pi-ofesgor  Kjteffei"*9  laboiire 
setjinud  necessary.  In  order  to  a  connected  and  comprebensive 
view  of  tbe  entire  work  which  he  was  the  instrument  of  con- 
ducting far  tlie  benefit  of  bfs  countrv. 

Tlie  political  revolution  of  1830,  which  placed  the  crown  of 
Fmnce  on  the  head  of  Lotiis  Philippe,  removed  many  of  the 
obstacles  which  had  previously  existed  to  the  circulation  of  the 
Scriptures.  The  Society,  nnxious  to  uvail  itself  of  these 
fftvoui'able  circumstances,  appointed  a  Deputation  to  visit  and 
confer  with  the  friends  of  the  Society  in  France.  The 
Deputation,  consisting  of  two  gentlemen  of  theCommittee*  and 
one  of  the  Secretariesj  had  thus  an  opportunity  of  fonning  a 
l*ersonal  acquaintance  with  Professor  KiefFer,  to  wlioae  ad- 
miiiible  manner  of  conducting  the  nffairs  of  his  agency  they 
gave  thetr  unqualified  testimony,  and  thus  fully  confirmed  tlio 
judgment  pronounced  by  others.  On  their  I'etui'n,  tliey  recom- 
mended a  continued  and  increased  liberality  of  distribution, 
having  been  fully  convinced  that  every  precaution  of  which 
the  case  admitted  had  been,  and  would  be,  taken,  to  ensure  a 
beneficial  appropriation  uf  the  grants  of  the  Society.  The 
Deputation  had  much  pleasure  in  perceiving  that  extensive 
distrilmtiona  had  been  made  througli  tlie  medium  of  the  nume- 
rous scLools,  and  particularly  in  those  belonging  to  the  Society 
for  Matual  Instruction.  In  the  city  of  Strashurg,  6fty 
mastei's,  preparing  themselves  for  their  office,  received,  on  qiut- 
ting  the  place,  twenty  copies  each,  for  their  several  schools. 
It  would  appear  tbat,  in  one  department  alone,  there  were 
schools  in  which,  during  the  summer  months,  21,000  scholars 
were  received,  and  more  than  100,000  in  winter.  Numerous 
additions  were  being  continually  made  to  the  number.  In  one 
letter  a  detailed  account  was  given  of  more  than  lOO  schools, 
containing  nearly  20,000  scholars,  whieh  were  in  the  course  of 
receiving  supplies  in  some  degree  proiwrtioned  to  the  numbers 
attending  tliem.  Five  thousand  copies,  which  Professor  Kieffer 
hadbeena\Uhorised,in  the  year  182", to  furnish  to  schools  of  thta 
description,  had  been  distributed  among  a  number  amounting 

*  MWBTS.  .locitth  Foreter  and  E.  N.  Thornton. 
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to  ninety-five  j  and  /iOOO  copies  more  had  been  appropriated 
for  a  similar  purpose. 

The  Deputation,  before  tbey  left,  induceil  a  few  friends  to 
form  themselves  into  a  committee  to  advise  ivith  Professor 
KiefFer^  when  meaeiires  of  niorti  than  usud  magnitude  might 
require  prompt  attention ;  and,  by  correspondence,  and  in  other 
ways  tu  promote  the  object  of  the  Society. 

Such  was  the  impulse  now  given  lo  the  wort,  that  m  the  fal- 
lowing year  (1831)  186,000  volumes  were  refiuired  for  the  sup- 
ply of  the  d^pot,  of  which  153,000  were  of  the  version  of  De 
Sacy*  The  issues  of  the  year  rose  to  176,139  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ments. The  members  of  the  Correiiponding  Committee  them- 
selves, received  and  issued  above  20,000  volimies.  Twenty 
thousand  copies  were  fumished  to  the  Minister  of  Public  In- 
struction, who  expressed  Ula  willingness,  in  the  name  of  liiniself 
and  colleagues,  to  devote  a  portion  of  the  money  placed  at  their 
disposal*  to  the  purchase  of  this  first  and  most  salutary  of 
books,  for  distribution  in  the  elementaiy  schoob.  M.  Appert 
also  disposed  of  5Q 10  cojiies. 

Amongst  numerous  private  friends  in  France  that,  about  this 
time,  cheerfully  and  zealously  came  forward  to  assist  in  Uie 
work,  special  mention  is  due  to  the  Messrs.  Courtois,  Bankers, 
at  Toulouse.  These  three  excellent  brothers  lent  themselves 
to  the  cause  of  the  Society,  with  a  zeal,  assiduity,  and  per- 
severance, which  have  brought  it  undei'  no  common  obli- 
gation. To  prisons,  and  among  the  poor,  in  the  city  and  in  the 
Tillages  throughout  tjie  south  of  France,  and  among  the  Py- 
rennees,  and  beyond  them  (in  the  neighbouring  kingdom  of 
Spain)*  these  devoted  geutlemen  sought,  in  various  ways,  and 
e&peciaJly  by  the  distribution  of  the  Scriptures,  to  impart  the 
blessings  of  spiritual  instruction.  ExEracts  from  their  cor- 
respondence have  enriched  the  pages  of  the  Society's  Keport 
through  many  years,  affording  very  interesting  details  of  their 
unwearied,  disiu  teres  ted,  and  successful  eflbrls. 

These  gentlemen  were  among  the  first,  in  modern  times,  to 
employ  Colporteurs  to  go  from  cottage  to  cottage,  from  hou!»e 
to  house,  from  mansion  to  mansion,  in  order  to  disirtbute 
Bibles  and  Testaments  at  a  very  low  price.     Someoftlicir 

•  10,000  fmnpp. 


very  earliest  comnmnications  relate  to  tliis  sulyect.  We  give 
tibe  followiiif^  as  ft  specimen:' — 

The  present  moment  is,  then,  peculinriy  faTourable,  Bud  we  hare  tried 
to  improve  it.  Bwidts  tlw  Protestanta,  whom  we  employ  to  sell  the 
Scriptures  in  the  public  equnrf,  two  Jews  go  tJirou|rh  every  etreet  and 
Ijjie,  and  aeU  tlie  New  Te^ltiineiit  at  low  jiricea  amoDgthe  low^^t  osrdersof 
society.  ....  The  word  of  God  haa  pow  penetrated  jpto  places 
whore  it  hud  never  been  bcurd  uf  "Uefore.  In  the  Ifoutea  jind  Bns&es 
Pyrenneee,  Sec,  it  is  plenaing  to  think  thnt  the  inveterate  opposition  vrliich 
had  exiebed  for  so  m»ny  years  ia  now  sulKfjdin^j  and  thnt  the;  word  of  God 

JB  received  with  tUnnkfulntas  and  joy  by  Rojnan  Cutholics 

A  number  of  viilag'ea  in  the  most  retired  dituutjona,  and  whitber  a  sw^le 
New  Testniiient  had  perhnja  nevpr  hefore  penetrated,  have  heeii  nbun- 
d&ally  supplied  with  the  copies.  Tn  the  nei^hboiinn^  faiTB  and  mnrketa 
many  have  been  di&posed  of,  pnrticulwly  in  placeo  wholly  inhabited  by 

Boman  Catholics Tlie  Bible,  whicli  for  a  longtime  hnd  been 

considered  as  a  Protestant  book,  begins  to  be  looked  upon  by  many  aa  the 
revelation  uf  Gad  to  all  Chnstioxia. 

And  again,  in  the  following  year,  one  of  tlie  brothers 
writes— 

"  I  have  engaged  several  new  Colporteiira,  and,  upon  the  whole,  I 
foresee  that  my  etock  of  the  Scriptures  will  soon  be  exhausted,  so  that  I 
must  bff-  of  you  to  send  me  400ni  L;(i|)i<^  of  De  Saey'a  New  Testament,  I 
an)  triily  impatii;nt  to  receive  De  Siicy'e  BihleB,  aa  npplicntiions  areiiiakinif 
(o  me  on  ull  sides  fyr  them,  Pr«y  forward  300  copies  a&  soon  us  possible, 
lam,  in  truth,  ulmostaahamcd  to makesuchheuvj- demands  npon you;  but 
the  time  ii  so  favourabk,  and  withal  of  so  solemn  a  churactCTj  thnt  it  is 
my  firm  belief  that  we  ^hnli  have  to  regrtt  it,  if  we  do  not  avail  oureelvea 
of  (lie  presciit  opportanitj-.* 

About  the  same  period,  a  Society  called  **  The  Evan- 
gelical Society"  waa  formed  at  Geneva,  witli  a  s|>ecial  view 
to  the  benefit  of  France,  whose  operations  from  the  bet^'nning 
were  very  much  conducted  hy  means  of  Colporteurs,  aa  the 
following  account  of  the  Society,  furnished  in  the  l>eginning  of 
the  year  1833,  will  show  i — 

"  Our  Society,  founded  for  more  than  two  years,  has  pro- 
s(>ered  beyond  our  expectations ;  and  has  become  a  centre  of 
great  activity.  The  Bible  Societies  already  in  existence  may 
sufBce  for  the  wants  of  our  cantons ;  and  hence  we  have 
proposed,  as  the  object  of  our  labours,  the  east  and  south-east 

•  l-'or  further  details    of  these  firat  opMHtions  in  Colporta^  hy  the 
.  Courtoie^  see  Appendix  II.,  Note  C. 
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"bCROPE,  of  Franco*     These   countries,    covered    with  infidelity    and 

Cnxp  111.  i^""i's]i  superstition,  are  almost  wholl;)^  destitute  of  the  sacretl 

;fl2S-54.    writhigs ;  and  it  might  seem  that  the  Christians  of  Switzerland, 

Sect.  I.    and   es|>ecidty  of  Geneva,   wliicli   was   once   a    luminary  of 

CESTttAL.   Christendom  J  have  a  special  call  to  present  tlie  light  of  truth 

Franw.     to  those  who  are  there  aittiag  in  darkness  and  the  shadow  of 

death.     It  appeai'5  to  us  indispensable,  in  order  that  we  nuty 

successfully  disseminate  the  word  of  God  in  these  countries,  to 

send  thither  Bible  Itissionaries,  whose  office  it  is  to  sell,  and 

not  to  distribute  jraZi-v,  the  aacrcd  writings;  and,  at  the  same 

time,  to  become  the  nieans>  by  God's  grace,  of  causinj^  men  to 

feel  the  value  of  His  word  ;  and  thus  to  be,  to  these  ignorant 

persons,  what  Philip  was  to  the  Etliiopian,  who,  Isolding  in  his 

hands  the  inspired  volume,  exchiimed,  '  How  can  I  understand, 

unless  some  man  guide  me  'i'  (Acts  viii.  31.)" 

This  plan,  begun  at  the  end  of  the  year  1831,  met  with 
rapid  success,  Provideneo  sent  many  active  Cbristiaiis,  well 
instructed  in  the  Scriptures,  who  were  prepared  for  tiie  work ; 
together  with  the  means  which  were  requisite  for  the  support 
of  these  disinterested  persons;  and  the  British  Society  sup- 
plied the  copies  of  the  lliblc  which  were  required.  The 
number  of  BiUe  Missionaries,  of  the  departments  wliich  they 
traversed,  and  of  the  books  which  tliey  gold,  never  failed  to 
increase.  Ten  thousand  copies  of  tlie  Sacred  Scriptures  were 
purchased  in  one  ye^ir.  At  that  time  thuteen  Bible  I^Iiasio- 
naries,  appointed  to  four  different  stations,  were  in  the  field. 
The  reports  of  these  Agents  were  filled  with  facts  calculated  to 
excite  in  the  hearts  of  all,  gratitude  to  God.  Soon  tlie  living 
seed,  which  they  scattered  in  places  lierctofore  desert,  pro- 
duced good  fruits.  Souls  lost  in  shimbcr  were  awakened  by 
tiie  word  of  Divine  grace* 

The  example  of  Geneva  was  followed  at  Lyons  and  other 
places  in  France.  In  Basle,  also,  the  plans  of  the  Geneva 
Society  were  adopted  ior  extending  the  circulation  of  the 
Sacred  Scriptures  in  Depaitmenta  in  France.  Thus  rapidly 
was  developed  and  difl'uftcd  that  system  of  Colpurtage,  which 
atttTviards  hecamu  so  prominent  and  important  a  feature,  in 
connection  with  the  Society's  own  Af^ency  at  Paris. 

In  the  year  1832,  iii  the  midst  of  his  labours  and  his  use- 
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fulnMS,  Professor  Kieffer  was  cut  off  by  death,  and  (luis  t]io 
Society  was  caUed  to  mourn  the  loss  of  one  of  tlie  moat  effi- 
cient of  ita  Coiitiiiental  Agents, 

Many  were  tlie  affectionate  testimonies  l>orne  to  the  worth 
and  piety  of  Professor  Kieffer,  by  those  who  knew  him  best 
In  thti  Memorial  adopted  by  the  Committee  on  this  occasion, 
after  aUuding  to  tUeir  deep  sense  of  the  loss  sustained  by  the 
Society^  they  proceed  to  state — 

"  That  while  tlioy  look  back  with  gratitude  upon  the  wliolo 
period  of  hts  Agency,  extending  over  a  space  of  fifteen  years, 
and  while  tbev  especially  call  to  remembrance  his  t|;reat  work 
of  editing  the  Turkish  Bible,  and  his  other  nuiiieroua  lite- 
rary services  rendered  to  the  cause  of  the  Society,  they  are 
tilled  with  admiring  gratitude  at  the  fact,  tlmt,  during  the  last 
two  years,  not  less  tlian  3.47,541  copies  of  the  Sacred  Scrip- 
tures passed  through  his  hands;  the  i^ue  of  which  is^  in  a 
great  measure,  to  be  attributed  to  bis  watchfulness  for  every 
opening,  and  to  his  unexampled  Jind  laborious  diligence  in  con- 
ducting £k  moat  Tolumhious  correspondence  with  the  friends  of 
the  Bible,  throuf-hout  the  kingdom  of  France." 

Some  interesting  particulars  in  the  life  of  Professor  Kieffer 
appeared  in  the  "  Archives  du  Cbristianisme,"  and  these  were 
transferred  to  the  pages  of  the  Society's  "Monthly  Extracts" 
for  March  1833.     One  incident  may  be  here  introduced. 

In  the  year  17&6,  Pi*ofessor  Kieffer  was  despatched  to 
Constantinople,  as  Interpreter  and  secretary  to  the  French 
embassy.  Hia  stay  in  that  capital  lasted  eight  years;  and 
when  the  war  broke  out  with  Egypt,  he  was  conlined  ui  the 
prison  known  by  the  uame  of  the  Seven  Towers,  together  with 
the  French  Chargi-d* affaires,  whose  assistance  in  the  study  of 
several  Oriental  hmguages,  and  more  e3i>ecially  the  Turkish^ 
to  wliich  he  devoted,  the  greatest  part  of  his  time,  was  of  essen- 
tial benefit  to  bun.  In  1803,  M.  Kieffer  returned  to  Paris, 
having  been  appointed  to  accompany  a  Turkish  ambassador 
to  the  court  of  Napoleon ;  and,  on  his  arrival,  was  nominated 
secretary  and  interpreter  of  the  Oriental  languages  in  the 
Foreign  OHice. 

U  was  during  thia  seven  years'  imprbonmont,  that  M. 
KieH'er  attained  that  knowledge   of  the   Turkish   language 
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which  gave  liim  a  first  place  among  Oriental  scholai-s,  aa 
wlucli  was  afterwards  to  answer  aach  an  laijiortant  end  a*  th 
publictttion  of  the  entire  Bihle  m  the  Turkish  language.  TI 
wonderful  .ire  tlie  ways  of  Divine  Providence  I 

In  the  year  in  which  Professor  Kiefter  diedj  the  issues  fid 
the  Society's  dt^i^t  at  Paris  amounted  to  175,185  ;  in  wiii 
were  included  the  fullowing  grants: — On  the  application  c^ 
member  of  the  Royal  Council  and  Superintendent  of  Clemen 
tary  Schools,  20,000  copies  were  granted  for  the  schools 
sixteen  departmcntSj  containing  about  400.000  scholars;  an 
on  the  a[ipltt'ation  of  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction, 
Bceond  grant  of  20,000  was  made  to  the  same  quarter  us 
the  preceding  year^  and  on  the  same  terms,  viz.  for  10^000  6 
A  grant  of  1000  enpies  was  made,  at  the  request  of  a  mcmbc 
of  tlie  General  Council  for  Ilospita]:^,  entrusted  with  the  sajnT 
inteudence  of  foundlings,  who  speaks  of  having  •'  iukIlt  Mm 
family  of  16,000  of  these  nnfortimate  beings  scattered  over  th| 
country."  And  the  Messrs,  Conrtois  received  this  year 
fewer  than  800  Bibles  and  13,200  Testaments. 

The  direct  work  of  the  Society  in  France  having  thus  n* 
fiumed  a  character  ofao  much  magnitude,  it  became  a  que^ioa 
of  some  importance,  on  the  decease  of  Professor  Kieffer,  how, 
and  by  whom^  it  should  in  future  be  conducted.  A  DeputiiF 
tion  was  accordingly  appointed  to  visit  Paris,  it  consisted  cd 
one  of  the  Secretariesj  and  two  gentlemen  of  the  Committee, 
accompanied  hy  the  Assistant  Foreign  Secretary,  to  assist  in 
winding-up  the  accounts,  and  thf  Depositary,  who  was 
charged  with  collectLng  infonnation  on  all  matters  connected 
with  the  printing  and  preparation  of  the  Scriptures.  The 
Deputation  were  likewise  joined  in  Paris  by  Dr.  Pinkerton. 

After  various  interviews  and  conferences  with  the  memhcra 
of  the  Corresponding  Committee,  and  on  iheir  unanimous  re- 
commendation, the  attention  of  the  Deputation  was  directed  to 
M.  de  Preisenscj  as  a  gentleman  whose  ^lersonal  character 
and  quaUHcations,  as  well  afi  position  in  society^  rendered  him 
a  suitable  pereon  to  succeed  Professor  Kieffer.  M.  de  Pros- 
sense  is  a  gentleman  of  good  family,  and  had  formerly  been 
lloman  Cathohc,  and  a  pupil  of  the  Jesuits  ;  but  he  had  bccuuia 
*  Mzssn.  Jouah  I-'ontter  and  K.  N.  Tboralon. 
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A  duvoUnl  friend  of  tbo  Biblu  from  the  time  that,  by  its  means, 
tlio  light  of  revealed  truth  Imd  become  fully  manifested  to  liis 
mind. 

After  a.  short  time,  M.  de  Pressenat!  accepted  the  appoint- 
ment of  Agent  to  tlie  SocietVi  which  situation  he  has  con- 
tinued to  fill  with  singular  fidelity  ajid  devotedncss,  and  much 
to  the  satisfaction  of  those  who  fir^t  entrusted  him  with  it^  and 
who  siuce  have  been  best  conversant  with  the  manner  in  which 
tlie  duties  of  his  office  have  been  discharged. 

An  important  step  was  taken  in  Paris,  in  the  course  of  the 
year  1S33,  in  the  fornialion  of  a  new  Bible  Society,  under  the 
designation  of  the  "French  and  Foreign  Bible  Society;"  its 
mles,  as  well  as  its  objects,  being  in  exact  accordance  with 
those  of  the  British  and  Forei^i  Bible  Society.  The  reasons 
for  the  establishinent  of  this  new  Society  were  stated  in  a  Cir- 
cular iasned  at  its  fonnation :  they  are  summarily  comprised 
in  the  following  paragraph  taken  from  this  docmnent : — 

"  Hitherto  it  e^iu  scarcely  be  said  that  France  has  done 
more  in  aid  of  the  Bible  cause  than  what  referred  to  tlie  wants 
of  one  religious  community.  The  political  circumstanceaof  the 
country  have  long  rendered  it  imperative  tp  restrain  the  activity 
of  Associations,  whose  object  was  the  dissemination  of  the  Sacred 
Scriptures ;  but  the  moment  seems  arrived  wlieJi  these  Jalxnurs 
may  be  pursued  on  a  larger  scale.  The  wish  not  to  confine 
these  exertions  to  one  or  two  religious  denominatjons  only, 
forming  a  very  trifling?  proportion  of  the  32,000,000  of  the 
population  of  France,  has  frequently  been  expressed.  It  mi^ht 
well  be  askedj  whether  our  Christian  brethren  in  France  ouglit 
not  to  feel  themselves  roused  to  make  some  efforts,  and  some 
sacrifices,  for  the  purpose  of  propagating  the  Bible  among  the 
immense  majority  of  Koman  Catholics  in  the  country ;  the 
more  so,  as  our  geographical  position,  our  language,  our  Mis- 
sionary connexions,  although  in  their  comm  en  cement,  present 
U3  with  the  means  of  introducing  the  word  of  God  into 
countries,  to  which  other  nations  have  not  so  easy  on  access  ^ 
and  these  advantages,  which  have  b«*n  vouchsafed  to  us  by 
Divine  Providence,  appear  to  impose  upon  us  the  most  serious 
obligations.  We  allude  to  other  coiuitries  over  which  we 
exercise  a  social  influence,  which  cannot  prove  Wnoficial,  un> 
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EUROPE,  less,  at  the  same  time,  tk  religious  influence  be  also  exercised. 
It  is  high  timo  to  bear  this  in  niiiid-" 

Tlxe  cluiins  of  this  new  Society  were  urged  upon  the  So- 
ciety in  Earl  Street  by  the  Rev,  Mtu-k  Wilks,  deputed  ex- 
pressly for  this  purpose ;  and  after  the  whole  subject  had  been 
maturely  considered,  a  gr^nt  of  £300  was  made  to  it,  toge- 
ther with  a  set  of  stereotype  plates.  Further  and  repeated 
grants,  both  of  money  and  books,  were  afterwards  made  to  this 
useful  and  rising  Institution. 

At  the  same  time,  friendly  commuaications  witli  the  Paris 
Protestant  Bible  Society  were  not  wholly  discontinued,  though 
the  restrictions  under  which  that  Society  acted,  aud  its  adhe- 
rence to  the  Ajwcrypha,  necessarily  rendered  tlie  intercourse 
less  free  and  ftdl  than  it  had  formerly  been.  The  aid  which 
it  received  waa  restricted  to  grants  of  New  Testament*,  and 
these  chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  for  specific  objects. 
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We  now  proceed  to  glance  at  the  history  of  M.  de  Pi¥S- 
sens'^'s  Agency,  in  which  will  be  found  exhibited  no  small 
amount  of  earnest,  well-directed,  and  succesaful  eflbrt  At 
tlie  outset,  indeed,  some  little  difficulty  was  experienced,  in 
consequence  of  the  finances  of  the  Society  at  that  time  ne- 
cessitating a  somewhat  less  liberal  distribution  than  had  been 
practised  In  the  later  days  of  Professor  KEeffer.  Some  regu- 
lations were  made  for  increasing  generally  the  price  at  which 
the  Scri]>ture8  were  to  be  disposed  of,  and  limiting  the  gratui- 
tous issues  ;  and  this  naturally  tended  to  diminish  the  numbers 
circulated  for  tlie  first  year  or  two,  after  M.  de  Pressense  en- 
tered on  his  Agency.  A  reductiouj  indeed,  waa  again  booh 
made  in  favour  of  the  Colporteurs,  of  whose  efforts  we  havfi 
now  to  speak  more  fully.  This  system  of  CoI|xirtage,  as  we 
have  seen,  had  been  for  some  lime  introduced  into  France, 
and  continued  to  be  more  or  lews  acted  uywn ;  but  it  was  re- 
served ibr  M.  de  Pressenac^  to  give  it  a  further  development, 
and  to  show  it  in  its  enlarged  elficiency. 

It  was  in  1834,  that  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  So- 
ciety commenced  seriously  to  set  about  the  work  of  Bible 
Cnlportage.  It  then  authorized  their  Agent  in  Paris  to  em- 
ploy, at  the  coat  of  the  Society,  a  nund>er  of  these  devoted 
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men,  who    were   to    apply  themselves    exclaaiTely*  durmg  UUROFB, 
several    months  in  the  year,  to  the   Society's    work.     The  fnx^ni. 
first  of  alt  the  Colporteurs  who  offered  hh  services,  waa 
an  individual  wha  had  formerly  been  a  Roman  Catholic,  but 
who  had   been  brought  to  a  living  acquaintance   with    the 
ti-utlis  of  salvation  solely  by  the  reading  of  the  word  of  God. 
From  the  tinio  that  the  Society  constituted  the  work  of  Col- 
portage  tliQ  sjiecial  medium  of  its  operations  in  Franco,  tip  to  ^^l^joaoF 
the  year  of  Jubilee,  1,572,988  copies  of  tlie  Scriptures  were  ColpQrtngc. 
put  into  circulation  by  the  Colporteurs  directly  employed  at  its 
expense.     But  this  docs  not  form  the  total  number  put  iuto 
circulation  by  means  of  Coljwrtage.  A  large  proportion  of  those 
described  as  fumisbodto  the  dt^pots,  which  arestated  at  180,325, 
were  confided  to  the  hands  of  trustworthy  individuals,  or  of  pri- 
vate Conimittcea,  who  have  been  engaged,  at  their  own  exi»ense, 
in  carrying  on  a  work  of  Colportage.     Two-thirds  of  the  copies 
sent  to  thcdf^pots  are  calculated  to  have  been  circulated  in  lliis 
way,  swelling  the  total  number  disposed  of  by  tliese  means  to 
about  1,700,000  copies. 

Of  the  numbers  thus  put  into  circulation,  seven-eighths 
were  of  the  vei'siun  of  De  Saey ;  a  fact  which  proves  tliat  it 
is  more  especially  among  the  lioman  Catholic  portion  of  the 
population  that  the  work  has  been  carried  on.  And  this  fact 
is  more  fully  brought  out  by  a  calculation  fiirnislied  at  the 
period  of  the  Jubilee  by  M.  de  Fressens^,  from  which  it  would 
appeaT)  that  out  of  the  number  of  2,271,709  copies  issued  by 
hiin  since  the  year  1833,  1,913,272  copies  had  Iwen  supplied 
to  French  Human  Catholics. 

But  we  are  anticipating. — ^In  1835,  M.  de  Pressens(5  had 
n  personal  interview  with  the  directors  in  London,  for  the 
pm'poae  of  receiving  further  directions  and  encouragementa 
in  regard  to  the  prosecution  of  his  labours.  On  his  retuni, 
his  ciforts  were  renewed,  with  such  success,  that  the  fol- 
lowing year  witnessed  an  increase  of  nearly  20,000  copies 
in  the  number  of  his  issues ;  and,  in  1837,  the  issues, 
which  hadj  in  the  fii-st  year  of  the  Agency,  been  about 
55,000,  reached  to  above  120,000,  and  tlie  progression 
continued,  till,  ui  tlie  year  1844,  above  150,000  were 
issued :    the  annual  issues    for   fourteeia    successive    years 
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were  above  100,000  copies.     In  the  last  few  years,   in  eon- 

soquemco,  probably,  of  political  changes  anJ  otlicr  causes^  tliej 
aaiik  to  about  90,000,  but  never  descended  beloTr  tliat  number; 
which,  considering  all  the  difficulties  that  were  to  be  sor- 
mounted,  Is  an  astonishing  fact,  and  tends  not  only  to  ehovr 
the  zeal  and  wisdom  with  which  the  work  was  conducted,  bnt 
the  strong  feeling  in  favour  of  Scripture  reading,  which  had 
gradually  taken  hold  of  tiie  mind  of  the  people. 

One  important  and  novel  aiTangement  was  mti-oduced  into 
the  proceedings  in  France,  in  the  year  1838,  to  which  the 
subsequent  increase  in  the  distributions  is  mainly  to  be 
attributed ;  this  was  tlie  employment  of  Colporteurs  directly 
by  the  Society  itself.  Before  this  time,  t!ie  Colporteurs  en- 
gaged in  selling  the  Scriptures  bad  belonged  to  other  Societies, 
and  bad  taken  up  this  work  in  connection  with  other  religious 
objects.  M.  de  Pressensc  having,  when  in  London,  pressed 
on  the  attention  of  the  Committee  the  desirableness  of  selecting  a 
number  of  these  useful  functionaries,  to  be  exclusively  devoted 
to  the  work  of  selling  the  Scriptures,  it  was  determined,  after 
mature  consideration,  to  proceed  on  this  plan.  Forty-fonr  of 
these  humble  and  valuable  labourers  were  selected  and  taken 
into  the  full  employ  of  the  Society,  and,  after  a  few  months, 
their  sales  were  found  to  amount  to  34,874  copies. 

The  following  estract  will  tend  to  show  the  kind  of  persons 
employed  in  the  work,  and  the  pains  taken  in  their  selection,  aa 
also  the  tenour  oftheconnael  they  receive  before  entering  uponit. 

"  My  firat  cfire,"  remnrkB  M,  de  Pressense,  "  wae  to  ^uromoa  onlv  duch 
as  were  real  frienda  of  the  BiMe  to  take  a  shnre  in  the  projected  bbour  ; 
and  it  will  doubtless  be  grarifying'  tti  yo«  to  leara,  tbnt  after  the  ralk 
xflftde  for  thie  pur|>OBe  to  a  very  smail  niunber  of  Churehea  only,  more 
tlian  one  hundred  Christian  tretbren  offerf-d  tliemselves  (is  candidaws  (or 
tlie  honour.  THa  is  the  cleareet  dernonstrarion  of  llie  great  jjrogretig 
which  the  fiospel  has  made  in  France,  iDdsiaut;}]  as  it  is  prfjitioWe  thnt, 
not  more  then  twenty  years  n^,  it  would  have  btrai  a  mutter  of  the 
greateBt  difficulty  ta  tied  only  n  down  Bible  distributons,  properly  qu&- 
Vi&i-dt  even  if  tliey  Lad  been  sought  for  amoiig'  all  the  Churches  in  tiuj 
country'. 

"  It  may  be  necessary  to  observe,  that  I  strictly  prohibit  the  Calpcn^ 
teur?  from  circulating'  Any  thing  hut  the  Holy  Serifiture*",  onjthat  nn 
infrflction  of  this  rule  would  imra^dtntely  put  a  stop  to  the  oonaectinii 
subaiBtin^  between  myself  and  them.    1  eammtly  recommend  them  to 
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apply  to  all  their  couufj.iTuen,  nQukiiig-  no  diatinttiion  with  regrarj  to  re- 
li^oiu  dentiminarioQs,  but  confidently  them  all  us  immortal  li-in^,  who 
have  souh  to  be  ^aved,  and  who  oanni>t  obtain  balvutiufi  in  oiiy  other 
way  thtin  by  tbe  t'onveraioii  of  their  heart  to  the  Gosjwl  of  Je»ud  CJiriet, 
It  le  entJily  underatood  that  [  umaot  oltogether  forbid  them  from  joiuing: 
in  couvt^rsiLtioiis  iinuiedintoly  referring  to  the  truUu  contiiuied  in  the 
Sacred  Volume  whic-Ii  they  are  employed  to  difitribute  ;  for  of  wbul  use 
would  it  be,  if  they  werp  not  to  t^iLy  MmeUiin^  that  might  lead  to  an  uii' 
derstandin^  of  the  nhsolute  necessity  of  obtaining  the  word  cif  God,  in 
order  to  read  it  witJi  the  ajiirit  of  prayer,  and  to  iimke  it  the  eole  rule  of 
their  future  conduct?  Ah  little  cnn  I  hinder  them  from  replying',  thoug^h 
always  with  mildness  and  aimpliclty,  to  those  who  ridicule  and  gainsay 
them ;  but  my  injuuction^  on  such  occsfiu»3  are  tilrictly  to  ub^tain  from 
all  controvert}'  tlmt  tcaj  have  a  tendency  to  irrilatOj  aind  to  take  their 
Btand  by  the  fundnineutal  truths  of  Cbriatiflnity,  whii-h  jnny  be  briefly 
Bummed  up  in  the  dwtrines  of  the  fall  of  manj  and  bja  conaequent  etate  of 
condcmnatioii ;  of  justificatitiii  by  fiiith ;  of  reg^nenitiou;  and  of  the  ne- 
cesAity  of  Minctitication ;  m  abort,  that  salvidon.  id  a  work  of  the  grO'Ce 
and  mercy  of  one  otily  God,  the  Fullter,  the  8od,  and  the  Holy  Ghost."* 

In  a  few  years,  the  number  of  these  useful  and  devoted 
labooreis  employed  exuIuBively  by  the  Society,  increased  to 
seventy  or  eighty,  and  after  that  they  have  been  seldom 
or  never  below  that  average:  in  one  year  (1845),  they 
amounted  to  110,  and  frequently  to  more  tlian  100,  The 
largest  number  sold  by  them  in  one  year  was  12^,547  copies. 
This  was  in  1844. 

"  It  may  be  mentioned  as  a  significant  fact,"  writes  M.  de 
Pressense,  id  hts  Jubilee  Keview,  "  connected  with  the  work 
of  Colport^e  in  France,  that,  with  few  exceptions,  tiie  work 
has  been  a<^complisiied  by  individuals  who  were  formerly 
Roman  Catholics,  but  who  became  zealous  friends  of  tho  Bible 
through  reading  copies  purchased  by  them  from  Colporteurs. 
As  a  consequence  of  the  continual  changes  which  occur  in  the 
staff'  of  the  Colportears,  the  Society,  since  the  time  of  its 
taking  up  the  work,  has  had  in  its  employ  from  280  to  300 
inilividuals.  Of  this  number,  only  tha  twentieth  part  were 
Protestants  by  birth ;  all  the  otherg  were  formerly  Roman 
Catholics ;  and,  fui-ther,  of  this  number  there  have  not  been 
more  than  a  dozen,  who  have  not  beem  fully  et^uat  to  the  re- 

•  For  furtbpir  and  full  porticokra  of  these  proceedinps,  and  of  the  in- 
structioiw  under  which  Ihejact,  see  >  lon^  and  interesting  paper  in  Ap- 
pendix to  Thirtj'-fourth  Report. 
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qtiirements  of  tlieir  callinnr.  All  the  rest  liave  given  proof  of 
a  zeal,  a  devotion,  a  fidelity  in  the  highest  degree  praiseworthr. 
Thoy  liave  incont'eatably  proved  an  oiTtaTtient  to  the  Gospel; 
and  it  may  he  added,  that,  in  the  estimation  of  the  public  an- 
thoritiesj  as  well  as  that  of  the  public  generally:^  the  title  *  Bibk* 
Colporteur'  18  equal  to  that  of  a  good  and  upright  man — a 
jiiaii  of  order  and  peace." 

Those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  Reports  of  tlie  Society, 
and  its  Monthly  Extracts,  cannot  fail  to  have  been  struck  by 
the  numerous  interesting  incidents  there  recorded,  from  time 
to  time,  from  the  correspondence  of  M.  de  Preaacnse,  illustra- 
tive of  the  character,  personal  Iwstory,  and  laboitrs,  of  liia 
Colportfiura,  A  few  are  introduced  in  the  Appendix,  not  a» 
being  more  remarkable  than  many  othera,  but  as  a  specimen 
of  the  Agency  which  has  been  at  work  in  France  for  ao  many 
years.* 

It  ia  not  easy  to  calculate  the  number,  or  to  estimate  the 
value  of  tlie  benefits,  which  haveresulted  from  the  work  of  Bible 
Colportage.  It  may,  however,  he  useful  to  notice  the  bearing 
which  it  baa  had  on  the  relitrjoua  movements  which,  within  the 
laat  few  years,  have  been  witnessed  ia  different  parts  of 
France. 

M.  de  Pressenae,  in  his  Report  for  184r3j  alludes  to  fifteen 
Communes,  of  more  or  less  extent,  in  wliich  a  very  remarkable 
religious  movement  had  taken  place  in  the  midst  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  population,  in  all  of  wliicb  the  religious  awakening 
■was  first  begun  by  the  distribution  of  the  Sci-iptures  through 
the  medium  of  Colporteurs. 

In  1844  he  mentions  the  foUovring  cases  : — 
"  After  the  visits  of  several  of  nur  Ci>ljjorteurs  tbroug'h  a  large  dtstnirt 
of  the  country,  embrndng^niorf  tlmn  a  luUKb-ed  Cumuiunea,  a  lively  in- 
terest maniieated  itself,  nut  mtrely  for  the  rpiidinp;  of  the  Xew  Te^tnmentf 
but  alao  for  a  prrw:tical  adiierence  lo  the  tnithp  reiuultJ  in  it.  Our  Col- 
pcjrti-ure,  being- unable  tn  satisfy  these  frepli  wfinta  without  overslepniag 
Uie  instructions  laid  dowD  for  them,  were  followed  in  their  ofw^rations  by 
EvBJigeliat9.  Two  persotiB  of  this  descri|Jtion  accordingly  eutered  njioa 
the  field  hitherto  occupied  by  uur  Bible  distributors,  and  were  received 
with  an  eiig-em«s3  and  a  welcome  truly  ustoni.<h!ng-, 

"  lu  a  different  part  of  tlte  <;oiJutry,  nn  extensive  Commune.  conAiating 
of  more  thuji  &ix  liundn^  inhabblantit,  Bi^st-mME^d  Eog-ether  fjimoMite,  after 
*  See  Appendix  IT,,  Note  D, 


I 
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a  visit  |xii[l  to  them  tij  (v  Colporteur,  to  declare  IhfonsejTt'a  fovoumblc  to 
the  Protestjiiif.  Ilelij^on. 

^'  In  aiiorher  jiart  nf  l-'rance,  wholly  distinct  from  thnt  meationeil  before, 
and  coraprchuntlin^  an  oxtensive  mage,  inasmuch  ns  two  of  our  principal 
Departments  are  iiicluilf>d  iu  it,  the  inhsbitonta  of  Bevera]  Communes,  ftfi«r 
heing-vifiited  nt  viuious  timea  bv  our  Colporteurs,  came  to  a  resolution  to 
follow  till!  rtdvicf  whiiJi  they  g>ve  them.  Aecording'lT  they  invited  a 
minister  of  the  Goajwl,  who  reeid^?ll  at  no  grnftt  (hwtance,  to  come  to  them 
for  the  piirpow  of  inatructinfr  tbtTii  in  (he  Protestant  Iteligiion,  which 
tht'y  were  desirous  of  embmiirin-.  The  avlhoritk^  there^  however,  far 
from  upproviu^  of  such  »  moveiufut^  iljd  alt  in  their  power  to  put  a  atop 
to  it;  hut  so  little  auccptii)  did  they  meet  with,  that  thdr  opposition  only 
served  to  induce  the  iiihabttouta  to  declare  themadves  more  strongly  in 
favour  of  Protestoutism." 

Again,  In  Hs  Report  for  1845 : — 

*'  Let  any  one  go  to  Hointon^,  to  the  neighhourhnod  of  Limogea, 
fiud  to  many  other  Departments,  and  he  will  witness  the  most 
Ifloriotis  reBuIts  of  Jiible  colportage,  Al  the  very  time  of  my  now- 
writing,  Bt  thirty  Ifagnjes  distance  from  PariB,  in  an  Important 
and  principal  plnce^  where  Romanism  has  long  maintained  ltd  eway 
with  gT*'ttt  (lower,  one  of  my  frieittia,  a  pni-tor  in  this  city,  is  preaching' 
the  Gospel  in  a  temporary  ptnce  of  worship,  attended  hy  per&uns 
of  even,- cI)lS6  of  society.  WTint  Rppeare  renmrkabie  is,  thut  his  aervices 
are  cunductad  in  a  tocaiity  almtting-oo  one  aide  on  a  iBMg-pi&cent  cutbe- 
dniI,andon  the  other  on  an  eitensive  i.-anFeDt,  with  a  house  in  front  full  of 
prieats  attending  on  the  bishop.  And  who  is  it  that  has  given  rise  to  bo 
extraordinary  a  proceeding  I  One  of  your  Colporteurw,  a  young"  man 
from  the  country,  with  nothing  favourable  in  hia  esl^rior,  who  has  Fallied 
forth  to  d«fy  the  Gnliah  of  Superstition,  not  '  with  aeling,  or  a  shepherd's 
bag  full  of  smooth  etones,'  but  with  the  Bible,  and  a  knapeiick  well  stored 
wilh  ctipiea  of  the  t^aered  Soripturi^s." 

From  the  Report  of  the  following  year,  it  appears  that  the 
place  last  referred  to  was  Sens,  a  town  of  10,000  inhabitants, 
and  tlie  seat  of  a  Roman  Catholic  archbishopric. 

The  letters  of  M.  de  Pressense  contain  much  more  that  is 
interesting,  as  regards  not  only  the  direct  work  of  the  Society 
— the  circulating  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  but  also  its  results. 
The  fruit  of  Bible  reading  which  was  now  beginning  to  show 
itself  in  very  many  quarters,  in  an  ardent  desire  among  tho 
people  to  obtain  further  evangelical  instruction  greatly  in- 
creased; and  though  it  is  not  our  itroviuce  to  follow  the 
work  of  the  Society  in  these  its  more  remote  consequences, 
yet  it  cannot  but  be  matter  of  rejoicing  to  find  that  a  thirst 
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for  t!ie  hearing  of  the  word  waa  found  to  follow  tlie  reading 
of  it ;  and  that  tiirougli  extensive  districts  of  France,  since 
tliat  time,  Clu'istian  worship  and  Christian  ordin^nceSj  in  their 
most  simple  forms,  have  been  eagerly  sought  after. 

A  fui'ther  confirmation  of  tbo  above  facts  la  found  in 
M.  Je  Pressens^'s  "  Jubilee  Review,"*  where  the  subject  ia 
again  referred  to. 

"  It  is  to  the  work  of  Colportage,  carried  on  by  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  that  we  may  attribute  the  existence 
of  all  those  great  spheres  of  evangelization  which  are  row 
being  cultivated  with  so  much  success  by  Evangelical  Societies. 
It  waa  two  of  our  Colporteura,  whom  Gud  made  in^itrn mental 
in  bringing  about  the  religions  movement,  which  showed  itself 
in  the  department  of  the  Yonne,  a  ftw  years  back.  One  of 
them  went  through  the  towns,  and  the  other  through  the 
country  districts  of  this  department,  and  both  succeeded  in 
disposing  of  N^cw  Testaments.  It  was  in  conseq^uence  of  their 
reports,  that  the  Evangelical  Society  was  induced  to  send  some 
Evangelists  into  that  district.  Another  pronf  wehaveln  what 
occurred  at  Setis,  where  a  minister  from  Paris,  in  a  visit  to 
the  place,  preached  every  day,  and  had  hundreds  of  per- 
sons as  auditors.  Another  proof  ia  the  formation  of  a  church 
at  Anxerre,  and  at  St.  Manrice-anx-riches-TIommes,  where 
upwaMs  of  200  persons,  recently  converted  to  Protestantism^ 
are  atruggUng  with  admirable  courage  against  much  opposi- 
tion. 

"The  great  religious  movement,  alao,  which  occurred  som? 
years  back  in  the  department  of  La  Haute  Vienne,  had  for  its 
orighi  the  sanctified  labours  of  two  of  the  Society's  Colpor- 
teurs. It  was  the  New  Testaments  they  disposed  of  in  con- 
siderable numbers,  which  led  the  inhabitants  to  make  application 
for  Protestant  Ministers. 

"  In  the  department  of  the  Deux  Charentes,and  of  La  Manche, 
the  CoI|>orteura  liave  been  the  mean.s  of  producing  movements 
equally  encouraging ;  in  short,  it  may  be  asserted,  that  when- 
ever a  work  of  Evangelization  to  any  extent  has,  wtthin  tho 
last  ten  or  twelve  yeai's,  been  commenced}  it  has  been  tband 
tliat  in  every  case  it  has  been  the  result  of  the  labours  of  the 
Society's  Colporteurs.     But  it  is  not  merely  stations  of  Evan- 
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gelization,  that  tlie  Bible  Col^wrtagc  baa  succeeded  in  creating; 
it  was  the  origin  of  a  number  oi"  Protestant  Churches,  now 
very  fimilj  established ;  among  the  most  important  of  which, 
may  be  mentioned  tho.se  gatliered  at  Augers,  Saumur,  Tours* 
and  Troies." 

Of  the  indii^idual  beneHls,  which  have  resulted  from  the 
labours  of  the  Colporteura  in  France^  it  is  iniposs,ible  to  form 
oJiy  adequate  conception.  The  instances  whitli  have  come  to 
light,  (and  these,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  can  fonn  but  a 
very  small  proportion  of  the  whole,)  and  which  have  been 
transferred  to  the  printed  records  of  the  SocietK»  are  exceed- 
ingly numerous,  and  would,  of  themselvus,  form  a  volume  of 
no  ordinary  interest. 

Nor  can  we  speak  too  highly  of  the  pntient,  zealous,  and 
self-ilcnying  labours  wlJth  have  led  to  these  results.  In 
cities,  towns,  and  villages— in  crowded  thorouglifare3>  and  in 
sechifliKl  iiainlcta  ;  now  staiidiny;  before  the  mansions  of  the 
wealthy,  now  entering  the  cottages  of  the  poor;  ixow  addressing 
the  [leasants  in  the  field,  or  the  artisan  in  the  workshop;  now 
joining  the  Solitary  traveller,  now  in  the  schoolroom,  in -the 
vitlage  iim,  in  the  market-place,  and  in  the  fair;  are  these 
men  found  pursuing  their  humble,  honourable  calling — offering 
the  Scriptures  to  all ;  inviting  all,  whether  high  or  low,  rich 
or  poor,  to  avail  themselves  of  the  invaluable  treasure.  This 
work  they  carry  on  under  the  heat  of  summer,  and  amidst  the 
snows  of  winter;  toiling  by  day,  and  often  wretchedly  housed 
and  faring  ill  at  night ;  having  not  seldom  to  encounter  opposi- 
tion, i-eproacb,  contumely,  and  even  personal  violence;  and  in 
this  work,  they  have  persevered,  sonie  of  them  for  many  years, 
as  was  the  case  of  one  who  died  at  Paris  in  1846,  after  twenty- 
six  years  si)ent  in  the  service  of  the  Society,  during  which 
time  he  had  dispersed  with  his  own  hands,  and  sold,  nearly 
12,000  copies  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.* 

•  The  name  of  this  CoIportPW  was  Ladiun,  He  e»ti?rpd  the  army  in 
181'2,  and  (juiUt^d  it  in  1816.  From  thifl  drcumBtiinc*  lie  wa*»  Mnnetimea 
callt'tl  the  ''  Old  Xajtylwn  Soldier."  Uc  waa  converted  in  tN21\  niidftom 
this  period  he  devoted  himself  to  die  work  of  Bil.Ir  CtiljH>rtiij;-e,  aiid  was 
privile{,ned  to  pul.  in  circnhtiini,  ofl  AtatfK)  abovf,  nenply  1C,C>1lH1i  cojiies  of 
liif  Il'dy  Scriptures^  It  web  in  1839  Le  Piitfredj  in  a  iiion;  direct  mmuitr, 
into  the  scrrice  of  the  Bible  Sodtly,  and  firom  chrit  lime  bta  loboura  were 
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EUEOPB.  As  to  the  character,  generally,  of  theso  worthy  labourers,  the 
testimony  given  ahove  by  M.  de  Pressensd  (than  whom  none 
13  raore  competent  to  give  one),  may  be  regarded  as  evidence 
snfficient  and  satisfactory.  It  is  enoujrH  to  say  of  them  that 
they  are,  it  is  believed,  men  who  know  and  love  tlie  Bible, 
and  who  seek  to  regulate  their  condnct  and  conversation 
according  to  it  Indeed,  there  is  but  little  inducement  to  tempt 
any  others  to  accept,  much  less  to  continue  in  this  honourable 
and  self-denying  appointment 

Of  the  work  of  Colportage,  regarded  as  a  whole,  may  we 
not  say,  with  M.  de  Presaensti,  "  that  it  is  one  of  the  noblest 
jewels  in  the  crown  of  the  Society?  Bible  Colportage,  carried 
oa  with  success  in  a  country  where  error  finds  its  most  powerful 
means  of  operation,  ia  a  work  rivalling  in  importance  all  others 
for  the  spread  of  the  truth  ;  a  work,  moreover,  respecting 
which  we  are  warranted  in  entertaining  the  brightest  hopes  j 
for  it  is  one  of  those  feeble  things  ivliich  confound  the  mighty, 
and  which  the  powerful  hand  of  God  can  alone  sustain." 

But  whilst  we  have  chiefly  dwelt  on  the  work  of  Colportage, 
as  that  feature  of  the  Society's  operations  in  France  by  which 
they  have  been  chiefly  distinguished,  it  will  be  seen,  from  a 
statement  which  will  be  presently  given,  that  no  inconsiderable 
distribution  was  going  on  at  the  same  time  through  the  medium 
of  Religious  Societies,  schools,  and  dt^pftts,  established  in  different 
places,  maiiy  of  them  conducted  by  warm  friends  of  the 
Society,  who  oheerfully  and  gratuitously  rendered  valuable 
service  in  promoting  the  cause  of  Bible  distribution. 

And  we  may  again  allude  to  the  const.ant  and  friendly  co- 
operation of  the  two  Bible  Societies^  the  "  Paris  Proteetant," 
and  the  "  French  and  Foreign,"  both  which,  especially  the 
latter,  have  contributed  largely  towaida  tJie  common  ob- 
ject 

The  general  results  of  M.  de  Preasenfli^'a  Agency,  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  Scriptures  issued,  will  be  seen  by  the  following 
statement:— From  1833  to  1854,  Religious  Sociotiea,  201,830; 
Depfits,  182,033;  Colporteurs,  1,721,716;  Schools,  143,824; 

■most  a'l>undiint.  In  almosl  ^viry  place  where  this  failUu]  Colpcrteur 
went,  individuala  were  awukened,  aad  the  eBtabiiehment  of  Bev&raJ  Pro- 
teibutt  congregatiauB  may  be  reg-arded  as  the  rwult  of  his  efforts. 
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Sales,  118,260;  Grants,  13,920;  Total,  2,381,583.  If  to  the 
nuraberg  issued  during  his  Agency  be  added  730,650  copies^ 
the  number  previously  issued  by  Pi*ofoa3or  KiefFer,  it  will 
appear,  that  since  the  first  establishment  of  the  Society's  Dt'pot 
at  Paris,  in  1820,  there  have  been  sent  forth  by  it,  3,U2,233 
Bibles  and  Tcatamenta. 

Taking  into  account^  further,  tlie  copies  which,  between  the 
years  1805  and  1820»  were  put  in  circulution_^in  France 
through  the  inatrunientality  of  t)ie  Society,  cither  in  a.  dii'ect 
manner,  or  tlirough  the  medium  of  the  various  Continemtal 
Societies,  iucluding  those  which  were  distributed  among  the 
French  pridoncrs  confined  in  this  conntry,  it  may  with  great 
probability  he  alhrmcd  that  the  British  and  Foreign  Society 
has  circulated  not  fewer  tliaji  four  ntilfions  of  t'opiea  of  the 
word  of  God  in  France.  Of  this  vast  total,  it  is  computed 
that  nineteen-twentieths  have  gone  into  ttie  hands  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  portion  of  the  population,  whom  it  was  the 
aim  of  the  Society  more  especially  to  reach ;  since,  from  the 
year  1818,  as  we  have  seen,  a  Bible  Society  had  already 
existed  for  the  supply  of  members  of  the  Protestant  commu- 
nion. 

It  only  remains  to  notice  the  measures  taken  by  the  Society 
to  Supply  a  translation  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures  ia  the  Breton 
language, — a  language  nearly  allied  to  tlie  Welsh,  and  the 
one  principally  spoken  in  the  province  of  Brittany.  Mr. 
Legonidec,  a  Breton  gentleman  of  considerable  learning,  waa 
engaged,  aljout  the  year  1324,  by  the  Society,  to  undertake 
the  work.  An  edition  of  1000  copies  of  the  New  Testament, 
revised  and  corrected  principally  bj  the  Rev.  T.  Price  of 
Crickhowel,  an  eminent  Celtic  scholar,  waa  brought  out  in 
Tills  version,  however,  betng  found  bnt  imperfectly 
adapted  to  the  use  of  the  people,  a  new  translation  of  the  Kew 
Testament  was  undertaken  and  completed  by  the  Rev.  Mr, 
Jenkins,  a  Missionary  employed  in  Brittany  by  the  Baptist  Mis- 
sionary Society  ;  and,  in  1847,  an  edition  of  3000  copies  was 
printed  at  the  expense  of  the  Bible  Soriety,  which  met  with 

•  The  trnnaJnfionaftheOldTf^tftinCTit,  fcj  M.  LfgonideCj revised  by  Mr- 
Price,  exists  in  Mi*,  in  Ibe  Society's  IJbi-ary ;  but,  for  the  reason  nlxiv* 
aUaded  to^  no  part  of  it  has  hitherto  been  pnntf^. 
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EUROPE,  fitvoiu'able  acceptance ;   and  a  further  edition  has  since  been! 

CtiAp~ili  P^^'oti  f'^"")  ^"^  ^  distribution,  by  means  t>f  Protestant  Ministers 

ia2B-5J.  and  Colpoiteurs,  is  still  going  on.     In  1850,  Mr.  Jenkins  thua 

Skct.  L  writes — 

''There  are  now  tiro  Breton  Colporteure  in  iLe  field;  men  who  are 
faithful  in  their  work,  m»d  wlia  love  the  Lord,  and  ii|>pn'cial«  his  word. 
Aa  usual,  in  this  work  of  the  Lord,  the  opposition  of  the  |>rii!iits  hna  been 
great,  and  in  now  generally  known  in  the  country.  Thia,  of  (.-nume,  is  4 
Bsnoua  obstHfle^  but  the  word  of  God  m  g'one  forth  conquering  aad  to 
conitiuCj  unHI  it  win  attain  a  compli^^te  victor;'  over  this  oppo&itii 
all  the  lowers  of  durknf;M.  Perhiijis  this  opiiositiiin  !3  now  ia  its 
Btrcnpth ::  itwiil  become  less  powerful  to  do  rai(*thit'f"liy-and-bj,  wlien 
Ihe  Ntiw  Testsunent  alia!l  be  better  known.  This  we  per<*ive  to  some 
extent  already.  The  distribution  of  tracts  on  tlie  Bilk  and  the  New- 
Testament  hss  done  much  g:ood.  I  know  persons  whu'  rend  the  divine 
volume  ivith  a  smcere  dciore  of  acquiring-  a  knowledge  of  the  truth." 


Dr,  PiD- 

koi-tun 
gL-iaerOil  e-u- 
Ii^rint&n- 
dent  ria  tlia 
CoutiuDat, 

mm. 


at  Fntnk- 
turt. 


Prini-ipiU 

objcrtM  of 


Germl,vny. — The  relation  of  tlie  Foreign  Societies  having, 
as  we  have  seen,  undergone  a  cliange,  by  the  issuing  of  the 
Apocryphal  regulations,  it  became  a  question  whether  tho 
services  of  Dr.  Piiikerton,  as  Foreign  Agent  of  the  Society, 
■would  not  be  rendered  of  greater  vaino  by  his  being  stationed 
in  some  important  and  central  point  on  the  Continent,  whence 
his  influence  might  spread  in  various  directions  around  him. 
This  measure  was  rendered  the  more  desirable,  by  the  cessation 
of  the  Society*s  connection  with  Leimder  Van  Esa. 

After  mnch  deliberation,  F rank fort-on-the- Maine  was  se- 
lected as  the  most  eligible  spot  for  Dr.  Pinkerton'a  residence, 
and  tliilher  he  repaired,  with  his  family,  in  the  autumn  of  1830, 

The  principal  objects  contemplated  by  this  arrangement 
were  stated,  in  the  minutes  of  the  Conmuttee,  to  be  the  fol- 
lowing:—"That  with  a  ^-iew  to  promi^te  the  object  of  the 
Society,  and  the  strict  observance  of  its  laws,  in  all  case« 
where  the  fimds  for  supplying  oditious  of  the  ScriptDJca  for 
circulation  in  Gennany  were  furnished  by  the  Society,  the 
supermtendence  of  preparing  them,  witji  respect  to  the  editions 
used,  paper,  types,  and  binding,  might  be  vested  in  him, 
subject  to  the  control  of  tlie  Committee ; — that  by  residing 
abroad,  it  might  be  more  in  his  power  to  inspect  and  direct 
the  conduct  of  those  superintending  the  despots  in  ditTeient 
parts  of  the  Continent;  to  keep  up  a  more  regular  iutercoursg 
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with  the  nimieroua  individuals  ontni3ted  (instcud  of  Sotieties, 
as  waa  forim_>rly  iho  case)  with  the  distribution  of  Bibles,  and 
to  rei!;iilak-  their  ojicratioiia,  more  espfcially  in  tile  gratuitous 
distribution  of  the  Scriptures ; — that  he  might  have  more  im- 
mediatt'ly  under  his  notice  applications  to  the  Committee  for 
grants  of  the  Holy  Scripturi'a  from  individuaU; — -that  he 
m^^lit  more  readily  devise  and  search  out  new  channels  for  the 
circulation  of  the  Scriptures  in  those  parts  of  Germany, 
Austria,  Bavaria,  ami  Poland,  which  hitherto  had  received  but 
a  scanty  supply*  and  also  in  the  sontliem  and  eastern  parts  of 
Europe,  as  the  way  should  be  open; — that  he  might  yet  moro 
particularly  turn  his  attention  to  the  Roman  Catholics  in 
Germany,  Bavaria,  and  Switzerknd,  which  had  become  ne» 
ceesary  hy  tlie  recent  change  in  the  Society's  situation,  through 
the  resignation  of  Professor  Van  Ess  ; — and  tliat  he  might  have 
a  more  ready  opportunity  of  travelling,  from  time  to  time,  in 
ditl'ercnt  directions,  to  superintend  the  several  dcputa,  and  to 
establish  new  connections  tor  circulating  the  Scriptures." 

Dr.  Pinkerton's  iirat  attention  was  directed  to  the  winding 
up  of  the  affairs  of  Dr.  Van  Ess,  and  of  some  other  subordinate 
Agencies ;  and,  where  any  of  the  latter  were  continued,  the 
concentrating  of  their  correspondence.  He  also  proceeded  at 
once  to  take  charge  of  the  Society's  depot  at  Frankfort,  which 
had  been  previously,  for  a  short  time,  under  the  charge  of 
Mr.  Ciaus,*  and  which  was  immediately  repHeniished,  partly 
&om  EngliOnd,  and  partly  from  other  sources,  with  snppli^ 
amounting  to  between  40,000  and  50,000  copiea.  He  then 
entered  into  new  arrangements  witli  booksellers,  printers,  and 
bookbinders,  su^esting  various  improvements,  and  obtaining, 
in  some  instances,  not  only  a  reduetinn  m  tlie  price,  but  also  n 
superiority  in  the  quality  of  tlie  paper,  tlie  printbg,  and  the 
binding. 

The  new  editions  of  the  Scriptures  in  German,  Bohemian,  and 
Poli&ii,  ordered  to  ]>ress  on  Dr.  Pinkerton's  taking  charge  of 
the  depot,  anumnted  to  40,000  copies,  and  be  also  set  himself 
to  procm-e  information  relative  to  the  printing  of  new  works. 

•  Mr,  CI(iu*r«c«viiI  lui  [i|i]j«Uitiuejit  uuder  L>r,  Pixikertuu,  wLifh  situa- 
tion he  contiiiued  to  bold,  till  ihe  year  1^40,  much  to  tlie  sad^fiurtiuu  of 
ilie  Society. 
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These  were,  a  revised  editiuii  of  Liitlier's  version,  by  Senator 
Von  Meyer,  of  Frankfort;  aversion  of  the  New  Testament 
by  Kistetnaker ;  and  one  or  more  editions  of  the  Hungarian 
Bible ;  all  which  works  were  subsequently  completed.  In 
addition  to  these  engagements,  the  eontinued  nnd  increasai 
distributiou  of  the  Scriptiirea  necessarily  formed  an  imjmrtant 
object  in  Dr.  Pinkerton's  settlement  at  Frankfort.  Several 
new  channels  were  quickly  opened,  and  an  active  corre- 
spondence conunenc:ed,  with  a  view  to  the  obtaining  of  a 
greater  pecuniary  return  upon  the  copies,  and  a  fuller  det^l  of 
their  distribution. 

These  several  objects  have  been  constantly  kept  in  view  by 
Dr.  Pinkerton  during  the  whole  period  of  his  Agency. 

The  editions  of  the  Scnptares  printed  under  Dr.  Pinkerton's 
superintendence  have  been  very  numerous.  Thus,  in  1834,  he 
speaks  of  having  in  hand  eleven  editions  of  the  Scriptures  in 
Beveu  different  languages,  vh.  in  the  German,  Polish,  Litliua- 
niau,  Weudish,  Servian,  Hungarian,  and  Enghadine-Ro- 
manese. 

The  reduction  in  the  coat  of  the  books  issued  by  him, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  the  improvement  in  their  quality,  as  it 
respects  paper,  printing,  and  binding,  have  each  been'  striking 
and  satisfactory. 

Some  of  these  editions  have  been  large,  and  tliey  have  been 
often  repeated,  so  that  the  number  of  copies  annually  printed 
at  different  places,  under  Dr.  Pinkerton's  direction,  has  seldom 
been  less  than  30,000  or  40,000,  and,  in  some  yoai-s  (1849 
for  instance),  the  numbers  received  into  the  dL-[K>ts,  including 
some  purchased  of  printers  not  employed  by  hira,  amounted 
to  above  90,000  copies  in  one  year.  Some  idea  may 
be  formed  of  the  extent  of  his  correspondence,  from  the 
fact  of  bis  having  often  exchanged  above  1000  letters 
in  a  year.  In  the  year  1834,  he  exchanged  1188  jetters 
with  335  correspondents  in  different  countries,  viz,  560  letters 
from  them,  and  628  written  to  them.  Besides  which,  scarcely 
a  year  has  passed,  when  be  has  not  made  one  or  more  journeys 
on  account  of  the  Society,  by  which  he  had  the  opportunity  of 
personal  intercourse,  at  one  time  or  other,  with  moat  of  his 
correspondents.      Some  of  these  jonmeya  occupied  several 


nv)?ithsj  and  extended  over  a  distance  of  from   1200  to  1500 
miles. 

The  iesnes  effected  by  Dr.  Pinkerton  have  varied  from  time 
to  time,  owing  to  changing  circumslajicea.  They  were  never 
leas  than  30,000  in  the  year,  and  only  in  six  instances  less  than 
50,000.  They  liave  twice  advanced  to  above  90,000,  in  1845 
and  1849 :  in  the  latter  they  rose  to  S9,43G ;  which  is  the 
mofc  remarkable,  as,  by  that  lime,  the  depots  under  Mr. 
Tiddy,  at  Brnsaels,  Cologne,  and  Amsterdam,  were  ui  full 
operation,  and  Switzerland  and  Italy  were  largely  supi^Ued  by 
another  agent,  Lieutenant  Graydon. 

The  total  issues  under  Dr.  Piakerton's  agency,  from  its 
Commencement  at  Frankfort  in  1830  to  1854,  amounted  to 
1,342,115  copies. 

Having  glanced  at  some  of  these  general  results  of  Dr. 
Pinkerton's  agency,  we  shall  proceed  to  notice  some  details  in 
its  history. 

In  the  year  following  his  settlement  at  Frankfort,  Dr. 
Pinkertoii  accomplished  two  joumeye  on  behalf  of  the  Society, 
which  would  either  have  been  more  extensive,  or  have  been 
followed  by  others,  had  not  the  visitation  of  cholera  thrown 
considerable  ditHculties  in  the  way.  As  these  journeys  were 
the  first  undertaken  by  Dr.  Pinkerton  after  he  entered  on  Iub 
new  poaitton,  and  as  they  afford  a  fair  specimen  of  his  usual 
way  of  proceeding  on  tlieae  occasions,  as  well  as  of  the  neccs* 
sity  and  advaniages  of  such  a  system  of  visitation  periodically 
conducted,  a  somewhat  more  extended  account  of  them  is 
here  given  than  will  be  aftenvards  practicable. 

In  the  first  journey,  which  was  to  Stuttgart,  he  visited  the 
parish  of  Aschafl'enburg,  containing  a  population  of  6000  Ca- 
tholics, and  a  small  congregation  of  Protestants.  The  Pro- 
testant minister,  on  his  arrival  in  the  parish  only  eighteen 
munlhs  previously,  could  find  but  four  Bibles  in  all  the  Catholic 
families.  This  instance  may  be  given  as  an  example  of  mul- 
titudes of  other  cases,  wliich  still  existed,  of  extreme  destitution 
of  the  Scriptures.  Wurtzburg  was  next  vi&ited,  the  centre  of 
a  jvopulation  of  20^0001  Roman  Catholics,  on  whose  behalf  Pro- 
fessor Fischer,  an  old  friend  of  the  Society,  received  a  supply 
of  New  Testaments,     In  the  village  of  Frendenthal  similar 
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measures  were  tfiken.  At  Stuttgart  Dr.  Phikerton  met  IMr. 
Blumlmi*dtj  of  Basle,  and  made  arranf^emcnts  with  him  re- 
specting thi;  versions  preptiring  by  the  Missionaries  of  tlio 
Basle  Mlasioiiary  Society  at  Shushi,  and  the  supplies  of  the 
Scriptures  whicli  it  was  desirable  to  send  them. 

The  e^vpediency  of  extending  the  circuliition  of  the  Scriptures 
among  the  Rumas  Catholitis  of  Wurtemberg,  foi'med  an  im- 
portant subject  in  the  doltbtirations  held  with  the  friends  of 
tht;  Society  'm  Stuttgart, 

Dr,  Pinkerton  obtjiined  a  list  of  the  names  of  fourteen  pious 
ministers  and  layineUj  distinguished  for  their  cxertiom  in  pro- 
moting Cliristlan  objects,  in  the  respective  districts  through- 
out the  kingdom,  whom  he  sought,  If  possible,  to  employ  iu 
distributiiifr  the  New  Testament  among  Roman  Catholica. 
This  measure  was  rendered  more  necessary,  on  account  of  the 
former  grants  uf  thu  Society  for  the  Catholics  in  Wurtemberg 
having  been  almost  exclusively  fur  the  use  of  the  schools,  so 
that,  until  then,  comparatively  fi-'w  copies  were  to  be  found  in 
their  families. 

On  his  way  home  to  Frankfort,  Pfortxheim  was  visited,  and 
Dr.  Pinkerton  writes: — 

"  There  also  I  visited  Pastor  Lindenmeyer,  who  has  been 
engaged  for  many  years  past  in  promoting  our  object  and 
he  has  given  me  the  names  of  twelve  evangelical  ministers 
tliroughout  the  States  of  Baden,  whom  I  intend.  If  [wssible,  to 
engage  in  a  more  active  distribution  of  the  Scriptiu-es  in  their 
respt'ctive  spheres,  as  the  Baden  Bible  Society  seems  to  have 
fallen  into  a  state  of  inactivity." 

Thus  effective  nieafures  were  taken  for  introducing  many 
copies  of  the  Scriptures  into  parts  of  the  Continent  iiL-retofbre 
almost  inaccessible  to  tlie  Society's  exertiuns^  and  from  wliicli 
the  most  painful  accounts  had  been  received  of  the  extreme 
difficulty  of  obtaining  the  Sacred  volume. 

Of  his  second  journey  Dr.  Pinkerton  ^ves  the  folli>wIng 
ace  omit: — ■ 

"  I  have,  during  the  last  month,  made  a  tour  of  upwards  of 
500  English  miles  in  the  States  oflIeif.se  Cassel,  Westphdia, 
the  Prussian  proWnces  of  the  Rhine,  and  the  States  of  Nassau, 
dui^uig  which  I  have  visited  more  than  twenty  of  our  corn*- 


8|»ndeTiit8  and  Societies,  exainmed  mto  tlieir  operations,  encou- 
1-a.^ed  tliera  in  their  benevolent  laboura,  and  proniiged  new 
supplies  where  tliese  were  ri;quircd*  But  in  this  tour — a  con- 
siderable pai't  of  it  in  places  where  I  had  never  been  before— 
I  have  found  it  no  easy  task  to  meet  with  individuals  pos- 
sessed of  a  suffiiicnt  degree  of  love  and  zeal  for  the  Biblical 
cause,  to  enable  them  to  become  efficient  labourers  in  it,  in  con- 
Ibmiitj  to  our  rules.  However,  we  have  done  what  we  could 
to  warm  the  zeal  of  our  old  friends,  engage  new  ones,  and 
make  them  all  seoaible  of  the  great  iniportance  of  placing  the 
word  of  God  in  thousands  of  families,  who  are  still  destitute 
of  this  only  sure  guide  to  peace  and  happiness  in  time  aad  in 
eternity." 

Among  the  new  openuigs  formed  by  Dr.  Pinkcrton  daring 
the  year,  that  at  Haniiu  may  be  mentioned  as  very  interesting. 
Tlio  gentleman  alluded  to  had  manifested  the  same  activity  in 
a  former  sphere  of  esertion. 

•'  Mr^  Wach,  Provincial  Secretary,  waited  upon  me,"  remarks 
Dr.  Pinkerton,  "some  time  ago,  and  expressed  his  earnest  desire 
to  do  something  for  introducing  the  Scriptures  into  the  sebools 
of  that  proNTuce,  wliich  contains  a  population  of  47,000  &oub. 
His  influence,  as  an  officer  under  Government,  enablea  liim  to 
effect  this  desirable  work  the  more  easily.  He  is  but  recently 
come  to  Hanan,  and  bad  formerly  exerted  himself,  in  connec- 
tion with  Ml-.  Stockfeld,  in  the  province  of  Wetzhirj  in  the 
same  cause.  I  have  therefore  placed  300  Bibles  and  350 
Testaments  at  bis  disp^jsul,  to  begin  with,  for  distribution,  upon 
the  general  priJicipLe  of  our  grants.** 

In  Hanover,  also,  a  piou3  nobleman  cheerfully  promised 
assistance.  The  Missionaries  connected  with  the  Society  for 
Promoting  Christianity  among  the  Jews,  aided  in  the  circula- 
tion of  the  Scriptures,  and  were  furnished  with  supplies. 

A  few  specimens  may  now  be  given,  of  the  correspondence 
carried  on  with  individual  friends  of  the  Society,  in  dMerent 
quarters  of  Germany.  Bishop  Fabricjos  was  supplied  with 
1000  English,  250  Bohemian  Bibles,  and  500  Bohemian 
Test.'uiients.  In  Bohemia  great  difficulties  existed  in  the  way 
of  circulating  ihe  Scriptures  ;  but  Bishop  l?'abriciufl  wrote  j — 

"  The  iidbrmation  which  has  already  reached  me  from 


EcnorE. 

Chap.  1H, 
Sact.  1. 

<!CNTRAL. 

Gtrmany. 
1B32, 

Wett- 


Hiuiaxt, 


CoFMspon- 
dence  wi(b 
indiTJduaU. 

BiBbop 
FabricfoB. 


JRT  OF  THE 


Cbaj-  III. 

msg-54. 
Sbct,  I, 

ClHTAAl, 

Oermnoy. 


Silesi&> 


iliostratiTf! 
of  theaager 
reception 
of  [be 

Scrip  tUFETS, 


Bohemia,  and  which  I  continue  receivings  is  to  tlie  foUowii 
efiect,  nameiy,  that  there  is  a  general  desire  after  tlie  W* 
of  God  in  Boliemia.,  and  that  the  people  are  rejoiced  whenever 
they  have  an  opportunity  of  satisfying  it^  *  Come  over,  and 
help  us,*  is  the  constant  cry  from  that  country ;  and  iliongh 
we  are  prohihitcid  from  so  doing,  we  endeavour,  by  every  means 
in  our  power,  to  convey  the  living  Word  of  God  into  their 
hands." 

Mr.  OttD,  of  Cosel,  Silesia,  received  a  considerable  number 
of  Catholic  Testaments.     He  writes  : — 

"  The  circulation  of  the  Polish  Teatament  is  going  on  briskly 
in  Upper  Stlesiaj  notwithstanding  there  are  those  who  use  their 
utmost  endeavours  to  prevent  the  people  from  perusing  the 
Scriptures ;  but  it  is  out  of  theu-  power :  Upper  Silesia  is  now 
infected,  and  the  reading  of  the  13ible  will  prosper  in  it,  and 
bring  forth  good  fruits.  This  book,  which  gives  the  knowledge 
of  salvation,  is  now  introduced  into  many  schools,  and  the 
children  are  actively  engaged  in  committing  parts  of  it  to 
memory." 

Another  noblemaii  in  Silesia  furnished  a  voluminous  account 
of  the  distribution  of  1500  copies. 

The  following  interesting  narrative  is  connected  with  a  part 
of  Dr*  Pinkerton's  labours  at  that  thne : — 

"  Many  adulte  and  mai-rted  persons  in  the  district  of  Carlshuld 
learned  to  readj  in  order  to  make  themselves  individually  ac- 
quainted with  the  word  of  God.  Very  many  leHmed  whole  chap- 
ters, or  sucli  single  verses,  by  heart,  as  had  proved  of  great 
edification  to  them^  and  committed  the  Epistles  and  Gospels  in 
the  Church  services  to  memory.  The  whole  day  they  carried 
their  New  Testaments  aboutwith  ttera ;  andwhencverthevcould 
rest  a  few  moments  from  tlieir  laboui'S,  they  eagerly  took  them 
out,  and  edified  themselves  in  the  perusal  of  them.  In  most 
families  social  worship  was  introduced  i  and  on  all  such  occa- 
sions a  portion,  or  even  whole  chapters,  of  the  New  Testament 
Were  read.  In  fine,  the  word  of  God  had  acquired  a  high  and 
divine  importance  in  their  eyes,  and  every  one  was  glad  and 
oag{ir  to  possess  it. 

"  The  written  word  of  God,  and  the  preaching  of  the  Gos- 
pel, now  be.came  of  primary  importiince  to  them ;  and  they 
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found  it  to  be  daily  more  valuable,  morfl  conaolatory,  and  more 
ii]dis]>ensable  to  them.  The  Bible  was  their  favourite  book  of 
reading,  and  tbeir  sole  guide  and  director  in  faith,  doctrine, 
and  conduct.  They  proved  every  thing  by  it,  and  rejected 
whatever  did  not  accord  with  it.  The  number  of  those 
who  inquired  after  the  word  of  God  daily  increased.  The 
stock  of  Testaments  was  several  times  exhausted ;  but  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  always  sent  fresh  sup- 
plies. ..... 

"This  event,"  continues  the  narrator,  "  is  mainly  and  prin- 
cipally the  fruit  of  the  distribution  of  the  Sucred  Scriptures, 
and  aBbrds  a  conclusive  proof  of  the  blessings  vrhlch,  in  these 
days,  attend  the  Bible  Societies.  May  the  friends  of  the  Lord 
in  England  regard  the  result  as  tlie  most  acceptable  thanks 
which  we  can  affei- .for  their  generous  and  benevolent  grants 
of  the  word  of  God,  so  affectionately  and  so  disinterestedly 
bestowed  upon  the  poor  people  of  CarUhuld.  Many  were 
the  prayers  wliich  were  offered  up,  vnth  tears  of  gratitude, 
to  tlnj  Lord  by  them  ia  behalf  of  their  generous  benefac- 
tors." 

"Let  the  friends  of  the  Lord"  lie  concludes,  **not  bo  weary 
in  disseminating  richly  the  word  of  God  among  the  Catholics 
in  Bavai-ia!  In  due  season,  it  will,  by  the  blessing  of  the 
Lord,  produce  fmit  a  thousand -fold.  By  the  distribution  of 
the  sacred  volume  in  the  fens  of  the  Danube  alone,  and 
the  neighlponrhood,  several  hundred  persons  have  been 
enabled  to  attain  to  the  possession  and  enjoyment  of  the 
grace  and  truth  of  the  Gospel ;  and  ^ere  are  still  some  hun- 
dreds who  are  powerfblly  laid  hold  of  by  the  same  grace 
and  trntlii  yea,  are  convinced  of  the  same,  but  yet  do 
not  possess  the  requisite  courage,  in  spite  of  ridicule,  con- 
tumely, and  persecution,  openly  to  declare  themselves  in  fa- 
vour of  it," 

Besides  the  correspondence  opened  with  individnala,  Dr. 
Pinkerton  early  established  a  beneficial  intercourse  with  dif- 
ferent Societies  on  the  Continent,  several  of  which  were  sup- 
plied, from  time  to  time,  with  copies  of  the  Scriptures  from 
depots  under  his  care;  and  with  most  of  these  Societies  he 
maintained  a  regular  iind  friendly  communication.     Hence  he 
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was  enabled  to  keep  tko  Society  at  home  supplied  with  niach 
interesting  information  respecting  their  proceedings. 

Among  the  earliest  matters  whicli  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  Society,  after  Dr.  Pinkerton  became  established  in  his  laew 
position,  was  the  supply  of  the  Prussian  troops  with  copies  of 
the  Scriptures.  An  opportiuiity  waa  presented,  through  the 
zeal  of  a  general  officer  of  the  Prussian  army,  for  snpplying 
the  whole  of  the  military.  Mr.  Eisner,  of  Berlin,  one  of  the 
Secretaries  of  the  Prussian  Bible  Society,  and  who  also 
liad  become  from  the  first  an  active  correspondent  of  Dr, 
Pinkertoiij  was  the  medium  through  whom  the  application  was 
made.  The  request,  in  the  first  instance,  waa  for  tho 
Society  to  bear  half  the  expense  of  36,000  copies  of  the 
Kew  Testament,  or  to  provide  18^000  copies:  6000  copies 
of  Van  Ess'fi  Testament  were  likewise  requested  for  the 
flame  purpose.  After  long  and  mature  deliberation,  the  request 
was  complied  with,  and  very  satisfactory  accounts  were  re- 
ceived of  the  first  distribution*  It  appeared  that  they  had 
been  dispersed  among  140  regiments,  stationed  in  ninety-two 
towns.  ManyoftheseTestaments,  it  was  trusted,  would  not  only 
prove  a  solace  to  the  immediate  possessors,  hut  wonld  even- 
tually be  carried  to  the  bosom  of  their  families,  when  they  re- 
tired from  the  service,  or  had  leave  of  absence  gi"anted  theiu. 
The  soldiers  themselves  paid  sonietliing  for  the  copies,  and  a 
donation  from  the  Prussian  Bible  Society  went  to  make  up 
what  was  wanting  towards  printing  the  required  editiutis. 
After  a  time,  the  Crown  Prince,  now  King  of  Prussia,  charged 
his  own  privy  pui^e  with  a  fourth  part  of  the  expense  of  each 
copy;  the  soldiers  were  required  to  pay  another  fourth  parlj 
and  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  had  Uie  pleasure  of 
providing  the  remaining  moiety. 

Thus  commenced  a  system  of  administering  to  the  spiritual 
wants  of  the  Prussian  army,  wluL-h  has  been  carried  on  through 
successive  years,  until  at  length  the  number  of  copies  of  the 
Scriptures  supplied  has  amounted  (in  1854)  to  3&6,000  copies, 
in  part  Bibles,  but  chietiy  Testaments,  in  the  German,  Polish, 
Lithuauian,  and  other  languages  spoken  by  the  troops;  and 
the  Soctety^s  much  valued  correspondent,  lUr.  Eisner,  eontl- 
imed  to  be  the  party  tlu'ough  whose  hands  all  these  bnoks 


passed,  and  besides  devoting  himself  to  tlie  ubovo  objfftt, 
ceased  not  to  promote,  in  every  wtiy  in  his  power,  the  work  of 
Biljlo  distriljution, — a  plutislng  instance  of  patient,  untiring, 
self-denying  consecratioti  to  tlie  causo  of  tratb.* 

The  following  testimony  as  to  the  manntir  in  whicb  these 
buoks  were  roceiveil  and  prized,  at  aii  early  period  of  ttieii"  distri- 
bution, is  furmahed  by  aMEHtaryChaplainstationedat  Cologne: — 

•*  ^Mien  the  arriviil  of  the  new  supply  bad  g-ot  noised  abroad,  Bum?  hun- 
drmld  uf  flulJiftra  pr^-^enl^tl  tliemselvta  at  my  residence  by  break  of  day, 
and  bL-yK*;!!  *o  be  furiiiohed  witb  the  Gospel;  so  that,  in  thie  cyarsu  of  a 
few  liuura,  no  ki»  tinko  Quci  ^''ew  TeslAmeiits,  and  ae  many  Pantbers,  had 
been  distributed.  The  fioldiefa  came  iil  compimies  of  mx  bo  oiy  lodging; 
nnd  whfji  presenting^  to  them  the  jittered  volume,  1  admonished  th«tn  to 
be  diligent  in  the  perus4d  of  it.  irwtructed  them  in  whnt  mnnner  they  were 
to  proceed  with  respect  to  difticult  pitseag-es  in  the  Scriptures,  cautioned 
them  flpiiiiat  entering  into  unedifyiug'  conversations  on  reiigious  aubjects, 
and  exbnrCed  ttiem  to  ^<;e  eTidiiDce  of  their  &ith  by  b  punctual  end  faith- 
ful ditichtLTi,^  uf  the  dudfo!  of  their  situation. 

**  The  diatribution  of  New  Testaments  was  continued  for  eereml  weeks 
toLjether,  at  my  lodfj^ng^ ;  and  fto  nuiBerous  and  presiung-  were  the  appti- 
cutions  for  thpm,  that  the  hull,  tli«  Btaircase,  tb«  londin^-pkce,  yea,  the 
wh<tlt-'  hnyidth  ot"  the  etreet,  were  tilled  with  poldieni,  who,  however,  main- 
tained the  jjTeiiCest  re^aricy,  and  wureejich  in  turn  supplied  with  copiea. 
It  not  unfreqnently  liii}ipetied  that  my  bell  was  run^  at  iWr  u'ulock  in 
the  morniu^;  and  soldi«r»,  who  were  n^iUyiii^  forth  with  ih^ir  einiia  to 
the  place  of  excrci^  ^z^d  chat  e^ly  opportunity  of  supplyio^  them- 
selves with  Jv'ew  Tei^t'UmeutA,  fenrful  leat,  on  their  reCunj^  they  might  be 
di^ppointed. 

"  That  ^ood  use  is  made  uf  the  TeBtamcnts  thud  put  into  circulation^ 
lotli  in  the  harracka  and  tlie  houses  in  whitih  the  troops  are  billeted,  us 
also  in  the  g-iiard-room  itself,  h;is  been  often  ft-jxiried  to  mc;  and  it  haa 
atfurded  me  the  Miicereitt  delight,  when  I  have  ocuLsiotiiUly  met  with  a 
soldier  buaily  employed  in  reading'  the  sacred  volume  in  hia  walk;!." 

Among  the  earliest  of  Dr.  Pinkerton's  correspondents  is 
found  :i  noble  lady,  the  Conuteas  of  Reden,  who  has  long  pre- 
sided over  a  small  Society  established  in  Bochwaid,  in  Silegia. 
Dr.  Pinkertoti,  In  1834,  afler  a  visit  juiid  by  him  to  Buckwald, 
gives  thi3  follawing  particuJars  of  the  origin  of  thia  interesting 
and  active  At;sociiition  : — 

"  The  Countess  informed  me  thut  her  Iwtc  bushnnd,  the  Count,  for- 
merly Pnifwian  MiuL*t*r  of  Hlate,  instituted  thia  Society  on  the  ICrth  June 

•  Mr.  Ebuer  died  in  1806,  and  has  been  succeeded  in  bis  work  by  hia 

son-in-law,  Uojor  WcHtphiU. 
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1815  ;  placed  lier  at  the  head  of  it  as  Presiileut,  with  the  pnstor  of  the  Til- 
lage And  two  or  three  pei%iiiE  betungin;^  tu  the  [dace  as  the  Cammittw, 
pjid  tliree  weeks  iifterwardB  departed  tliia  life ;  that  ehe  had  foimd  great 
eolnce  to  her  g^i^f  in  nuraiiig  the  infunt  Society  entrusted  to  lier  special 
can;  by  her  lamented  hiisbimd ;  thst  Sir  Jtimea  Bidilel],  &  native  uf  Sf;nt- 
lund,  was  among-  the  first  cuntributore  to  ita  funds,  bj'  e  Jnnatian  of  four 
loiiia  d'or;  and  that  nuch  has  bewi  the  Divine  Weeding  upon  her  laboure, 
that  3U,141  cD[iie6  of  thft  Holy  Scriptures  have  been  put  in  circuJntion  by 
their  Auxiliary.  At  preaentj  the  Sodety  con^-ist*  of  260  tnenibere.  Its 
sphere  of  operation  includra  ten  towns,  ond  filiout  seventy  TiUag^i  scnt^ 
tered  in  tlie  vallej-g  and  on  the  declivities  of  flie  majeatic  Giants'  Moun- 
tjiiii^.  This  extensive  fleld  13  denaely  peopled,  mxd  k  divided  into  twelve 
di&trict.'i,  iu  Mch  of  whiirh  ther*^  resides  a  Corresponding'  Director,  who  hoM 
charg:e  of  a  dt^pot,  and  conduuta  tlie  distribution  in  his  quarter.  ITic  |)oor 
generally  are  unable  to  [i<iy  more  than  half-price  for  the  Bibles,  and  ouc- 
third  of  the  price  for  the  Teatament^." 

Of  the  labours  in  which  she  took  personal!/  so  active  a  paiij 
the  Countess  herself  writes,  a  few  years  afterwards  (18.17): — 

"  We  held  the  first  meeting  of  om-  Coromitree  iu  this  tpbt,  on  the  2fld 
inat,,  (the  birth-day  of  tlie  late  Count,  who  waa  the  founder  of  our  So- 
dety,}  and  harmony  prevfliled  throughout,  under  n  poiverfiJ  feJinjr  of 
the  meraiful  osaistaacje  of  the  Lord,  of  which  we  are  truly  eo  UDWurthy. 
1  hud  the  pleasure  of  exkibitin.^  to  the  membei'5  aa^mbied  a  map  of  our 
Bibhcal  opemtione  in  i^ilesia.  It  contained  between  1"20  and  I'ZG  plnces, 
all  of  which  ore  iM-lotiifiiiig  to,  or  connected  with,  our  Society,  wluther  we 
Bend  the  word  of  God  in  vaoious  laDgua^a,  The  number  of  minnberj 
belonging  to  ua  is  at  prraent  258,  and  I  ft^l  ciften  greatly  affected  and 
penetTBtpd  by  the  grace  of  God,  when  I  reflect  what  nn  ini'otigideralile 
spet:k  our  little  Buchwnld  fomcis  on  the  map;  imd  yet  that  from  it  ^fJi.wH) 
jier&ous  harfl  been  supjiliwl  with  the  I^acred  Voluine.  May  the  Lord  in 
mercy  gniiit  thiit  HLi  etemid  word  may  have  foujjd  it^  wayj  through  our 
feeble  iDstrumeniaUty,  to  as  many  htnrta!'' 

In  1843,  the  issues  of  the  Bucliwald  Association  liad  ex- 
ceeded 60,000  j  before  which  time,  however,  a  new  object  was 
found  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  benevolent  Countess*  It 
is  thus  referred  to  by  Dr.  Pinkerton : — 

"  Euj-inp  the  last  few  years  tlie  Countens  has  been  much  occupit^d  with 
the  settlement  of  the  Hixtj--three  famihes  of  ZilleTthal  peasantry,  who^  frota 
reading-  the  Scriptures  and  the  writings  of  Protestant*,  became  tianx-inced 
of  the  pjTors  of  PoperVj  aiid,  iu  the  year  1937,  were  compeUed  either  to 
return  to  the  Cathohc  Church,  or  leave  their  native  vailcya  id  the  TyrtJ. 
The  latter  painful  alternative  they  cJiose;  and  wJien  tlie  Inte  King  of 
Prufisia  was  made  acquainted  with  their  sufleringw  and  destitution,  by  otie 
of  their  i;mnber  whom  they  Viad  sent  to  him  for  that  purpoee,  he  gene- 
rously allowed  them  to  settle  upon  ft  part  of  "bis  own  estate  at  Erdmaiuu- 
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doHT,  at  the  foot  of  the  Giants'  Mouutaina.  Thidr  hut^  are  now  fitudding 
the  placp^  huilt  m  the  etjle  of  their  TjToleee  habitations;  nudtoeauh  (Jien; 
is  Bttiiched  a  smiJl  farm,  which  tLe^  cultivate  for  their  support.  The  King 
«CLtru6t«dtlie  settlement  of  thwe  exilett  on  account  of  their  reli^nn  to  the 
CotmtesB,  vha  hi]A  executed  her  'commission  with  great  succefts,  afl^r  hav- 
ing hod  uttflTiy  diffic;ultii'S  to  overcome;  and  the  gratitude  of  the  jwor  people 
from  Zilltrthal  in  mnrked  oa  ev pry  occasion  when  they  raett  her:  ber 
name  ainon^  them  itii  cliang-ed  from  the  Countesd  vou  Heden  to  'Our 
Mother.'  I  TislUid  wverol  of  their  npal  cottujifefi,  and  found  them  well 
flupphedwith  the  Scriptures.  I  was  much  gratifiedj  in  conTerantJon  with 
them,  to  find  them  really  well  read  iu  the  Bihle,  and  uble  to  quote  with 
ease  in  mpport  of  their  own  priBciples." 

These  zealous  efforts  have  been  kept  up  from  year  to  year, 
and  the  year  of  Jubilee  found  the  venerable  Countess,  in  her 
8G veil ty-ni nth  year,  still  occupying  the  post  slie  had  so  honour- 
ably sustained  for  nearly  forty  years,  and  still  rejoicing  In  the 
dtffuiion  and  influence  of  Divine  trnth. 

The  name  of  another  much  respected  correspondent  may  be 
here  introducpd,  whose  period  of  labour  terminated,  through 
ag«  and  infirmities,  within  a  few  years  after  Dr.  Pinker- 
ton*3  settlement  at  Frankfort :  we  refei*  to  the  excellent  Bishop 
Fabricius,  of  the  CImrch  of  the  United  Brethren  at  Ilerm- 
hut 

"  It  was  in  the  year  1814/'  writes  Dr.  Pinkerton  in  1836,  "  that  I  first 
made  the  actjuaintuncy  of  this  our  zealoua  coadjutor,  and  at  thii^_time  per- 
suaded Lim  to  take  part  with  us  in  the  Biblical  work.  For  nineteeu  yeure 
he  hna  kthourecj  with  wal  and  success  in  it;  and  tuts  been  the  honoured 
instrument  of  disseminating',  in  Liiinatia  and  Bohemia,  do  fewer  than 
58,923  copies  of  Bihlee  and  Testaments  iu  the  Genaon  and  Bohemian 
languages)  eoJely  at  the  cost  of  our  .Society,  and  upwards  of  5000  copiu 
on  account  of  the  ilerrnhut  Bible  ^^ociety.'' 

In  the  course  of  a  journey  iu  18'|4,  Dr.  Pinkerton  visited  no 
fewer  tl^an  forty-seven  Socielies,  or  individtiaU  in  correspon- 
dence with  him,  formed  seventeen  new  dt^pots,  and  put  above 
10,000  copies  of  the  Scriptures  In  coai^e  of  distribntion  in  the 
countrios  throngh  wbich  he  travelled. 

In  the  following  year  lie  made  two  important  jotimeys  on 
behalf  of  the  Society.  The  first  occupied  ten  weeks,  during 
which  he  travelled  upwards  of  2000  miles,  in  Saiony.  Silesia, 
_  Prussian  Poland,  Litliuaniaj  Pomerania,  Prussia,  and  Hesse 
I    Cassel.     The  second  journey,  of  about  1000  mileSj  was  in 
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government  for  Eastern  Prussia^  600  Polish  Testaments  wert 
pkced  at  the  disposal  of  Mr.  Rottig,  Counsellor  for  Schools^ 
from  whom  the  following  mformation  was  received  : — 

"  There  are,"  &ta^ed  Mr.  RoUi^,  "  iu  the  province  of  Gumbiimen  alom^ 
upwards  of  100,00*1  Protestant  ftlasure  Polea,  who  understand  no  lan- 
g-UKge  but  Pollitli,  and  rend  t3ie  Scriptures  in  the  tiotliic  character ;  and  it 
18  'f'scimated  that  tliey  are  equally  numeroua  in  tliw  provinces  of  Marieij^ 
werder  juid  Konig^berg.  This  gives  a  popuktioii  of  300,0tiO  ProtestanUi 
furmerlj  conetitdtjnp  part  of  the  Duchy  of  Musovia  ;  among-  whom  our. 
10,(X)0  coiMes  of  the  Polish  Dibit?,  priiited  eince  Lht?  year  IblO,  in  BerUn 
have  bcRU  cireulut^ed,  tog;ether  with  several  edition&  of  the  New  Teetdm^nt. 
They  inhabit  a  tract  of  country  about  forty  English  mUes  brond  alon^  tks 
frontitT  of  Poluod.  fryni  Thoni  to  Guwhinntn  ;  and  niso  that  part  of  Tp- 
ptsr  Sileaiu  which  lie^  letwixt  the  eastern  bunk  of  the  Oder  and  the  honlcis 
of  Catholic  Poitttid." 

At  Poson  Dr.  Pinkerton  succeeded  in  making  an  agreement 
for  the  printing  of  3000  copies  of  the  Pullah  Bible  in  Gotiiic 
charactersj  a  work  which  he  had  In  vain  been  attuuipting  for  two 
years  to  get  executed  at  Warsaw. 

At  Konigsberg  he  received  from  thi+  Rev.  Mr.  Bergfwldt,  who 
had  charge  of  a  depot  there,  the  following  pleasing  account  of 
distributiun  m  hicli  took  place  after  a  sermon  preached  hy  him : — 

"  In  tousequence  of  thiSj"  writes  Mr,  Bprfrfeldt,  "  I  was  applied  to,  tie 
very  next  day,  by  aeveml  persons  of  thf  pooreat  cla^,  Iwfrgiri^  fof  iJie 
word  of  God;  and  I  was  glad  in  bein^  Jihle  to  supply  them  aorordiu^  (o 
their  Liircnrnfttanc^a,  either  at  a  low  price,  ot  entirely  ^T-aris.  Thia  wm  t 
flIgiiBl  to  many  others ;  the  people  found  that  the^y  were  not  empty  words 
and  exprejisKmi*  which  1  hud  preached  to  ihem  ;  jmd  they  nuue  in  num- 
btu-fi  to  supply  thtmselvea  with  the  word  of  God.  Prom  tJiii*  part^sh  the 
report  spread  to  others,  thut  tJi<;  pour  |«(jp!e  could  g-et  B'Misb  and  Testa- 
ments; and  thus  they  ciime  flookiii^  from  all  jiarta  of  the  towii{  to  that 
I  had  more  thnn  a  thmisoml  pe-rsims  in  my  htmeedurinp  the  last  fortrdjrhl; 
and  aa  lonj,-  as  the  houiie  has  been  standing',  I  ara  confident  ijot  half  so 
muny  tears  were  shed  in  it  u-i  during-  this  time;  and  thut  not  for  Ixtdily 
food,  but  for  the  bread  of  life  j  not  for  gold  and  silver,  but  tor  the  word 
of  the  hvinjf  God,,  which  indeed  is  better  than  thoiwands  of  gt^id  and 
ailver.  1  was  cmyiloyed  from  mumin;?  to  in^ht  lalkinjo*  to  thec!e  ti<eonl«. 
inquiring-  particularly  into  tbt'ir  circumftances,  and  giving  them  suitable 
advice  and  admonition  for  the  proper  use  of  the  Scriptures.  N'mjihers  I 
have  been  obUp^d  to  send  away  ansatiitied,  betnuse  I  soon  found  that  my 
Btock  was  not  at  all  adequate  to  the  d««ire  that  had  been  exdted.'* 

Switzerland.— In  1836,  Dr.  Pinkerton  visited  liie  south 
of  FiancGi  Switaerland,  and  parts  of  Italy.   At  Geneva  he  found 
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"the  Evfliigelical  Socictj"  actively  labouring  iu  the  cause 
of  Bible  distribution.  Tiventy-two  Colporteuia  were  at  that 
time  empio^od  hy  them ;  tlie  wliole,  exceptiug  one^  in 
France.  Si^cial  notice  is  hero  taken  of  the  efforts  of  this 
Society,  because  it  was  principally  aided  in  this  branch  of  ita 
work  by  grants  firom  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 
Five  tliousard  Testaments  liad  been  placed  at  ita  disposal 
only  the  preceding  yeai',  and  2000  more  were  granted  abont 
tlie  time  of  Dr,  Pinkerton's  visit;  and  it  has  continued  to  re- 
ceive assistance  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  as  occasion  has 
required. 

The  encouragement  thus  given  to  the  conductors  of  the 
"  Evangelical  Society"  at  Greneva,  became  the  more  marked 
and  important,  from  the  withdrawment  at  this  time,  by  tho 
British  Society,  of  all  such  countenance  and  aid  from  the 
**  Geneva  Bible  Society."  This  step  was  in  consequence  of  tlie 
last-nanied  Society  having  then  recently  taten  part  in  the 
circulation  of  an  edition  of  the  New  Testjunent  prepared  by  the 
couipany  of  Pastors  of  Geneva,  which  not  only  contained 
notes,  but  was  of  a  character  widely  different,  in  essential 
points,  &am  those  versions  wluch  were  in  coumion  use  in 
France,  This  reason  is  explained  more  at  length  in  the  fol- 
lowing extract  of  a  letter  on  the  occasion,  addressed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Geneva  Bible  Society,  in  the  name  and  on 
behalf  of  the  Committee  of  the  Society  in  London,  by  its  Secre- 
tary:*— 

"  Ttie  work  in  which  our  Society  h  engaged  is  one  of  no 
small  ditJiculty,  and  tlie  work  of  selecting  suitable  versions  is 
certainly  one  of  tho  most  arduous  parts  of  our  duty.  In  this, 
however,  the  Society  has  been  materially  assisted,  by  finding, 
iu  QVQry  part  of  the  Contiuentj  among  the  different  Churches, 
such  vei'sions  as  have  long  approved  themselves  to  the  Chris- 
tian pnltlic;  versions,  speaking  one  language,  brealliiug  one 
sentiment  upon  tho  great  doctrines  of  our  holy  religion,  and 
especially  that  of  the  proper  Deity  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour. 
We  do  not  pretend  that  these  versions  are  perfect,  that  they 
are  not  susceptible  of  improvement ;  but  we  ai-e  persuaded 
that  they  are,  generally  speaking,  faithfid  representations  of  tho 

•  The  whole  letter  is  given  in  tht  Thirti--firth  Report  of  the  Society. 
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EUROPE,  originnls.  We  do  not  say  that  wc  will  never  unite  in  any^ 
attempt  to  improve  these  versions ;  though  our  experience, 
gained  in  the  attempt  to  improve  Ostervald's  version  hy  llie 
pastors  of  LausaTme,  would  tuuke  os  exceedingly  cautious  on 
era'iarkin^  m  sufh  a  proceeding.  But  wln?n  a  vei-sion  comes 
before  us  in  which  essential  and  fundanicntal  changes  have 
been  made,  the  effect  of  which  ia  to  cause  the  Hibic  to  S]»e-ak  a 
very  different  language  from  what  it  has  hitherto  done;  when 
aueh  a  version  introduces  views  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ  whollj  at  variance,  not  only  with  tlie  truth,  but  idao 
with  the  views  of  the  Christian  Church  at  lari:^e ;  we  feel  it  our 
duty,  with  all  plainness  and  faithfulness,  to  say  that  we  not 
only  cannot  circulate  such  a  version  ourselves,  bat  must  with- 
draw from  any  connections,  wliich,  as  Bible  Societies  (unhap- 
pily, as  we  judge),  encourage  and  countenance  such  fearfol 
changes," 

From  that  period  all  communication  between  the  Sot^letiK 
ceased. 

The  year  1838  waa  one  of  great  exertion  on  the  pari  of 
Dr.  Pinkerton,  but  unhappily  it  was  attended  with  much 
suffering.  In  one  of  Ids  journeys  he  was  arrested  by  illness, 
and  laid  up  for  seven  weeks,  at  Schwyt;i,  whence  he  was  com- 
pelled to  return  homo  much  debilitated.  Still  it  was  a  year 
marked  by  much  interestinji  circumatance,  and  by  a  large 
amount  of  success.  The  issues  amounted  to  above  48,000 
copies,  in  tliirteen  or  fourteen  different  languages.  At  its 
close  Dr.  Pinkerton  writes: — 

"  In  some  distant  parts  of  our  extensiv^o  field,  where  an  ex- 
traordinary desire  for  the  Divine  word  has  been  awakened,  & 
moiu'nful  defieieticy  of  it  has  been  detected ;  many  thousands 
of  copies  have  already  been  provided  to  meet  these  wants, 
while  means  have  been  devised  to  afford  a  still  greater  supply. 
Even  in  those  p;irts  of  Protestant  Germany  that  have  been, 
for  upwards  of  twenty-five  years,  annually  receiving  large 
distributions  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  at  the  expense  of  British 
Christiansj  there  is  a  constant,  yea,  if  any  thinj;^  an  augmented 
call  for  them,  in  jn-opoi-tion  as  the  people  are  awaketiiug  from 
their  long-continued  state  of  indiffereneB  to  the  sacred  book, 
and  as  it  is  being  more  extensively  introduced  into  the  schools. 
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The  grants  of  copies,  both  to  Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant 
scliooU,  are  gratefully  atkiiowled^^eil,  and  it  is  consolatory  to 
reilet't  how  many  poor  children  there  are  in  early  ago  brought 
to  an  acquaintance  witli  the  blessed  truths  of  the  Gospel,  who, 
but  for  the  aid  grunted  hy  our  Society,  would  in  all  probability 
have  remained  dL'Stltute  of  thia  prucious  boon." 

An  atteinpt  waa  made  during  this  year  to  employ  ColiJOi*- 
teurs  In  promoting  this  good  cause,  but  couipai'utively  little 
was  effected  by  these  means,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  poverty 
of  the  people,  and  obstruct! oiii^  thrown  m  the  way  by  tlie  civil 
authorities.  The  prlniipal  channels  for  distribution,  therefofc, 
still  eontinued  to  bo  titfough  individuals^  especially  tlie  clergy 
of  ditlerent  confessions,  who  had  the  best  nieana  of  knowing 
the  wants  of  their  people,  and  of  conducting  the  distfibutjou 
in  strict  accordance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Society.  The 
Society  was  deeply  hidcbted,  in  Poland  and  Prussia,  to  the  Mis- 
sionaries of  the  London  Society  for  promoting  Christianity 
amoni;  the  .Tows,  for  the  efticitnt  aid  they  rendered  in  supplying 
not  only  the  Jews,  but  also  the  Christians,  in  the  sphere  of 
their  labours,  with  the  word  of  God.  The  Uev.  Mr.  Berg- 
feldt  of  Konigsberg,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Becker  of  Warsaw, 
for  many  yciira  allowed  a  laudable  zeal  in  promoting  the  work 
of  Scripture  distribution,  while  at  the  some  lime  they  were 
actively  engaged  in  preaching  the  Gos[k^I  to  the  Jews. 

This  year  died,  at  Basle,  a  long-tried  friend  and  active  pro- 
moter of  the  cause  of  the  Society,  Rev.  C.  T.  Blumhardt, 
Inspector  of  the  Missionary  College  in  that  city.  He  had  for 
a  series  of  years  rendered  many  important  services  to  the 
Society,  by  his  interesting  and  useful  correspondence ;  by  trans- 
lating portions  of  the  Monthly  Extracts,  and  of  the  Annual 
Reports  of  the  Society,  Into  the  German  language,  and  pro- 
curing for  them  a  very  extensive  circulation  ;  and  by  impressing 
on  the  minds  of  Missionaries,  sent  out  from  under  his  charge, 
the  importance  of  devoting  themselves,  wherever  an  opportu- 
nity offered,  to  the  translation,  printuig,  and  circulation  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures  in  the  vernacular  languagfa  and  dialects  of  the 
countries  where  they  niiglit  be  called  to  labour. 

In  the  following  year,  1839,  l>r.   Fudterton,  tliough    not 
wholly  recovered  from  the  effects  of  his  alarming  illness,  was 
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EFBOPE,  enabled    unremitttiigly  to  pursue  liis   labours,  and   even  to 
ChapTiil  accomplish  three  joui'neys,  one  of  them  of  considerable  ex- 
1829-64.'  tent 
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Dn  Pinkerton*9  second  journey,  tliis  j'ear,  extended  as  far 
as  Hamburg ;  and  at  mnn y  places  ia  the  course  of  this  jouniey 
he  had  frefjuent  confirmation  of  the  difficulty,  not  to  say  im- 
practicability, of  employing  to  any  extent,  at  that  time»  the 
system  of  colportjige,  in  the  countries  through  which  he  passed : 
he  had  also  to  lament  over  the  wide-spread  and  still  powerful 
prejudice,  existing  against  the  use  of  Bibles  without  the 
Apocrypha. 

From  one  place  he  gives  tlie  following  painful  account  of  an 
abortive  attempt,  by  a  zealous  Kector,  to  introduce  the  system 
of  Colportage : — 

Firstcfforts  "  Having  obtained  permisaion  of  the  locid  ftuthorides  til  iHaTce  ttie  triiU, 
m  D  port-  ]jg  ^  ^^  furtli  two  Colrjorteuni  kden  with  tliirty-&evea  Hibles  and  titleen 
cesAfuI.  Testumenti  ;  but,  woutdyou  believe  il,  tliey  travelled  for  tUrec  dnya,  frum 
village  to  village,  and  from  houae  to  houfw,  iind  returned  wiihout  being' 
able  to  sell  a  ein^le  copy,  though  tliey  ofBered  them  to  rich  and  fioot  at 
half  price  1  On  the  5th  of  April  he  sent  them  out  a  second  time,  in  a 
different  direction,  and  they  relumed  at  the  end  of  three  days,  ha\-ing 
dispu9cd  oi  only  two  fitble^  and  two  Ttitamenta  ;  and  even  the»e  would 
iiut  have  iKen  aold,  they  ^d,  had  tliey  not  met  with  a  piou»  minister 
who  perflunded  some  of  his  people  to  buy  them-  Tlie  difficulties  they 
chiefly  compltiined  of  were,  the  oppofiilioil  of  the  Nipolo^iin  ciergy  aguimt 
the  Bibles  without  the  Apocryplia,  who  aUo  dlejced  that  their  own  Bihie 
Societies  were  quite  capable  of  suppIyLn^  them  and  their  own  people  with 
as  many  complete  ^iblee  as  they  required." 

It  Will  be  aeen,  that  after  a  few  years  the  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  the  system  of  Colportage  were  greatly  reheved ;  but 
those  relating  to  tlie  Apocrypha  have  continued,  and  even 
increased.  Not  that  they  have  been  of  a  nature  to  iniiucc 
the  S<>ciety  to  waver  for  a  moment,  as  to  the  policy  aiid 
propriety  of  the  course  it  has  pursued;  but  they  have  been 
sufficient  to  show,  that  it  is  less  easy  than  many  imagined,  to 
bring  tlie  continental  communions  to  concur  in  the  measure, 
and  that  still  much  has  to  be  encountered. 

Hungary. — Among  the  issues  for  the  year  1839,  which 
amounted  to  above  55,000  copies,  11,298  are  stftted  to  hnve 
been  circulated  "  in  a  far-distant  Prntestjint  land,  in  the  east  of 
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Europe,  winch  had  lorg  been  depnvisd  of  seasonabtn!  supplies 
of  copies  of  the  Divine  word  tor  its  Churches,  families,  aiid 
schools*  and  where  many  times  ten  thousand  copies  would 
be  required  befora  even  tho  moat  pressing  wants  were  re- 
lieved." It  13  to  Hungary  that  the  above  statement  refers 
— a  country  to  wiiich  afterwards,  for  a  series  of  years,  no 
mcoiisiderable  mt^rest,  in  connection  with  the  Society's  labours, 
will  be  found  to  attach. 

About  three  years  before  the  period  at  which  we  ato  now 
arrived,  %nz.  in  1837,  Hungary  and  Transylvania  became 
acceaaible,  in  a  way  they  had  not  been  before,  to  the  operations 
of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  At  that  date  a 
Protestant  Clergyman,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wimmer,  was  introduced 
to  the  notice  of  Dr.  Pinkerton  and  the  Society,  as  anxious  for 
the  distribution  of  the  Saci-ed  Scripturea  among  hia  country- 
men, and  willing  to  devote  himself  to  the  work.  HU  efforts, 
begun  At  first  on  a  small  scale,  soon  swelled  to  a  considerable 
magnitude,  with  pleasing  Indications  of  a  Divine  blessing.  IJy 
means  of  an  intimate  acq^uaintaiicc  with  the  people  and  their 
majmers,  as  well  as  the  different  languages  sjMken  among 
them,  and  more  particularly  with  the  laws  uf  the  country,  he 
was  enabled  to  accouipllsli  the  publication  of  the  Sacred 
Scriptures  lu  the  country  itself.  The  report  for  1842,  con- 
tains an  outline  of  what  tlila  zealous  friend  had  been  enabled 
to  accomplish  up  to  that  period.  In  the  establishment  of  Mr. 
Reiehard,  at  Giins,  several  editions  of  the  whole  Bible,  and 
of  the  New  Testament  with  and  without  the  Psalms,  had 
been  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Protestants,  in  the  German, 
Hungarian,  and  Bohemian  languages,  in  all,  54,500  copies, 
the  gi-eater  part  of  which  had  been  distributed,  with  the 
happiest  results.  No  obstacle  or  inteii'uption  bad  occurred ; 
and  so  favourable  were  the  lawa  for  the  dissemination  of  the 
Scriptures  among  the  Protestants,  that  no  interniption  was 
anticipated.  Thcsum  of  11,9S7  florins  5  xr.  hod  been  received 
for  copies  sold,  and  about  8(XI0  floi-ins  wertj  still  outstanding. 
The  blessing  which  the  Lord  had  been  pletised  to  vouclfsafe  to 
the  distribution  of  His  holy  word  was  incalculable.  It  was 
not  only  that  an  abundant  seed  had  been  sown  on  this 
portion  of  tlie  Loi-d's  field,  which  ]\ad  long  been  left  desolate. 


EUROPE. 

CUAP.  III. 

Sect-  I. 
Cbsfbau 

mil. 


Effort*  of 
the  K^T. 
Mr.  Witfl. 


HI  STOUT  OF  THE 


EtEROPE.  but  there 


Sbct.  I. 

CKKTBA.L. 

1842. 


Issiift?  of 

and   Bolie- 

miaji 

WcriptureB. 


good  reason  to  nssert  that  the  seed  thus  scattered 
ntixiftd  was  bei^inning  to  spring  xip  and  to  promise  good  fratt" 
The  Protestant  population,  especially  in  Hungary  and  Tran- 
syliranta,  conipiited  at  4,000,000,  manifested,  in  many  placfs, 
an  anxious  desire  to  obtain  the  bread  of  life.  Kotwitlistanding 
the  poverty  of  the  people,  which  in  some  districts  could 
scarcely  be  conceived,  they  were  ready  to  devote  their  last 
kreutzer  to  the  purcliaBe  of  the  sacred  treasure,  as  was  evident 
from  the  comparatively  large  &um  which  was  realized,  and  the 
prices  at  which  the  Scripturea  were  sold. 

The  work  of  distribution  was  greatly  facilitated  and  estended 
by  means  of  correspondents,  consisting  of  more  than  200 
Protestant  clergj'men. 

The  whole  of  the  Hungarian  Bible  was  stereotyped.  A 
great  demand  soon  arose  for  tliis  edition.  Tlie  first  impres- 
sion from  the  plates  was  completed  by  an  edition  of  5000 
eopieg,  all  of  which  were  bespoken.  An  edition  of  the  Bohemian 
Bible,  conststinj;  of  5000  copies,  and  an  edition  of  the  Bohemian 
Testament  and  Psalms  to  the  same  extent,  were  also  com- 
pleted, and  in  part  put  into  circulation;  besides  which,  3000 
Gernian  Testaments  and  Psalms  were  purchased. 

At  that  time  there  were  in  the  press  5000  German,  5000 
Hungarian,  and  5000  Bohemian  New  Testaments,  in  pocket 
sixCj  for  distiibution  among  the  Protestant  troops.  These 
various  works  were  undertaken,  and  complettnl  in  the  course 
of  twelve  months.  The  Lord  indeed  vouchsafed  His  gracious 
assistance  thus  far  ;  and  whatever  was  done  towards  the  great 
cause  of  euppljing  the  Protestants  in  Hungary  and  Transyl- 
VEUiia  with  the  word  of  God,  was  done  in  conformity  with  the 
laws  of  the  land. 

In  cases  of  necessity,  tlie  prisons,  hospitals,  schools,  im- 
poverished eongi'egations,  and  the  poor,  were  furnished  with 
copies  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures  gratis ;  and  the  results  of  these 
distributions  were  often  very  encouraging.  Thousands  and 
thousands  lifted  up  their  hands  in  gratitude  to  the  Lord  for  the 
precious  Ixron.  Even  the  higher  classes,  to  whom  die  truths 
of  the  Gospel  hatl  t>ecomc  strange,  w  ere  now  beginning  to  sjieak 
with  reverence  of  the  Bible;  and  it  is  clear,  from  undenialile 
proofs,  that  they  were  anew  impressed  witli  a  scusc  of  the 
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ineatiinable  treasure  possessed  by  Christendom  in  llic  Scrip- 
tures. 

For  several  following  years  the  labours  of  Mr.  Wimmer 
continued  to  be  indefatigable,  uninterrupted,  and  attended  with 
large  success.  His  correspoiitlonce,  wliicli  was  very  cnjtious, 
was  of  the  most  interesting  (inscription ;  now  detailing  the 
diflRculties  ho  had  to  encounter,  at  another  time  reporting 
numerous  encouraging  facts.  Seldom  bus  imliviflual  exertion 
developed  itself  in  a.  more  striking;  manner,  for  he  had  been 
favoured  with  but  little  direct  assistimce  in  bis  work.  Aa  an 
evidence  of  tin?  enerj^etic  manner  in  wbicli  that  work  was  con- 
dncteil,  it  may  be  sufficient  to  state,  that,  on  an  average,  from 
10,000  to  12,000  copies  were,  from  year  to  yeaiv  put  into 
circulation  by  him,  through  the  medium  of  the  Protestant 
Pastors,  amongst  congregations,  schools,  prisons,  and,  to  a  large 
exlenl,  among  the  troops. 

The  following  may  be  taken  as  a  specimen  of  his  correspon- 
dence: it  relates  to  the  j'ear  1843: — 

"And  htre  I  ciinnot  I)ut  expresa  ray  great  satJsfiiLtion  in  hang  able  to 
report  the  great  progress  mude  in  di^^minatm^  the  New  Tf^tiiment 
amonif  the  troops.  Quietly  uad  cuytiouslr,  but  cunfitleiitly  and  in  fuillij, 
[  have  prosecuted  tbid  portiou  of  my  tuWur,  and  have  1>t%n  ^reuMy  en- 
coiinkg«d  by  the  expret^sioDB  of  gratitude  autl  delight  vhicb  have  reached 
me  from  viirioua  quarmra,  when  the  poor  Proteatant  soldiers,  who,  for 
years  together,  have  not  enjoyed  tlie  privilege  of  their  religioui?  ser\'ieea 
— leinj*  Btatiuned  in  Iloman  Catholic  provinces,  or  ev^n  in  ihe  I'apiil 
States — h«ve  heen,  at  lenjii^th)  &up|)]ipd  with  that  uifraluiiHe  substitute — a 
copy  of  the  word  of  Hod.  The  small  edition  of  the  New  TtaLomeiit  haa 
also  proved  a  grecit  boon  to  many  poor  Cruvellingf  tnechimica;  and  the 
importance  of  it  has  been  acknowledged  hy  mjmy,  who.  m  in  the  Goftpel, 
hove  been  found  in  tht'  slreets  and  limes,  or  even  in  the  hig-hways  and 
hedpta." 

Mr.  Wimmer  thua  describes  a  short  excursion  which  he 
made,  in  the  cottrse  of  the  summer,  among  the  Carpathian 
Mountains : — 

'•  I  have  cumpleted  my  journey  to  a  jwrtioii  of  tlip  Carpnthian  Moun- 
taina,  I  was  taabM  lo  effect  a  great  d^fll  there  for  the  circulution  of 
the  flohemiim  Scripture.-*,  and  my  elfort*  have  bet'n  attended  wiEh  good 
refiulttf.  I  found  the  people  lonjring'  al^^r  the  won]  of  iJod.  I  wa» 
enabled  to  convince  thft  clerjsy  of  the  futiUly  vi  rb>'jr  r«-pre:^ei]tationa 
tliBt  tlie  [leople  did  not  car«  for  the  Scripturt-s,  W'itli  upliiled  bands 
did  tlieatj  po^r  piiople,— wliofie  poverty  is  in  rettlitj'  beyond  oonceptioD^ — 
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EUKOPE.  cull  dflwii  blessings  upon  the  hftiila  of  their  l>eiiefactor8.  1  am  sorry 
tliat  I  wOj*  imabli!  f-ci  penftratt!  farther  among'  the  mounbuiid,  in.  the 
midst  uf  which  himdredls  uf  thoiL-^iinda  of  FroteatiMltj*  are  fftmi^hing'. 
How  extremely  beneficial  would  it  be^  were  1  ohle  to  luiilertake  jbumeya 
mure  tr<?qu*ntly,  for  tlie  puryiose  of  eomfoirting  si  people,  wlio  are  pluD^d 
in  both  temporal  iind  spirituiil  misery.  I  have  already  forwardeil  fresh 
BUjipliea  of  the  ScrijituriiS  to  tliero,  ami  trust  tliat  thu  cause  will  now 
prci^Tess  iN^tter  in  the  above  diatiicta,  I  visited  la  all  ikbout  twetity-aix 
parishes," 

He  then  alludes  to  another  opening  for  usefuhiesa  which,  had 
presented  itgelf : — 

■"  A  new  duor  is  being  opened  (ar  oUr  operations  in  the  pHfiOUS'  A 
diBMugatiHhed  peraonafre  has  WTitteii  to  me,  stilting  thiit  there  are  in  the 
count}- priwms  laOO  priaonoi-ri;  and,  beaideA  tb<^ai'^  about  fiOOO  criminala, 
whoj  in  consequencw!  of  the  want  of  jiriaon-rooin,  ore  allowed  to  b«  Bt 
large  on  bail,  but  who  are  to  guireuder  tu  their  tnal,  the  former  ISOO 
bein^  guilty  of  more  eiiunuoaa  crimes," 

In  the  autnmn  of  the  year  he  made  another  visit  to  the 
Carpathian  distiict:  he  found  a  very  striking  readiness  on  the 
part  of  the  poor  to  receive  the  Bible. 

"  I  caiuiot  cyiiceiJ  from  the  Committee  the  gmtilying'infornjaLion,  tLat 
for^me  time  pa.eit  a  movement  hm  been  ;gTi]duall3'  taking;  pilnce  in  tids 
ci>iintry,  amd  Ihe  dead  boaea  are  begiinning^  to  muiiifKit  life.  Our  bkboura 
hixve  not  been  iji  vain  in  the  Lord."  .  .  ,  ,  . 

'*  lu  all  my  joumeyiu^s  1  found  tl:e  eoumion  people  truly  anxiouH 
to  obtain  the  Satred  Volume ;  and  tliou^h  certain  ministers  i^k  to  pe- 
judice  them  (and  their  tiuapiciona  are  easily  arou&ed)  against  Hiblea  iu 
wliich  tlie  Apotiryjilial  liookH  axe  wuutin^,  yet  by  de^eea  their  eyes  are 
opened,  and  they  dieerfully  stretcli  out  tbeir  haiida  to  receive  the  aacrwd 
boon.  The  ptwrest  cojiftregwtions  may  be  eomidered  us  the  luo^t  anxioim 
to  obtaui  the  profl'ered  bleasing.  And  truly  eame  of  the  coDgregutiooB 
here  fflUuded  to  are  (lOur  iu  the  estreme.  Since  tlie  reducition  made  in  the 
price  of  the  Bohemian  Biblie,  the  people  nppt-ar  increasing-ly  demirouB  ta 
obtain  copiefi,  and  tlic  aale  i^  comiderjible  ;  but  tliotigh  it  may  seem 
flcarcely  cresdible,  many,  very  iBany,  are  miable  to  pay  even  the  reduced 
pricej  aaid-  toiv  little  may  suffice  to  keep  sou]  imj  h*i<ly  totfetlier  may  be 
leiirued  here.  The  Hhepberd,  located  duiiii*^  the  summer  iu  the  mountains, 
lives  on  a  poor  kind  of  onten  bread  scorcdy  r^t;jblj^,  to  which  is  added  the 
whey  lefr.  from  making  chee^ie.  Hii^miniBter^aspoora^ himself,  iss^ldom 
so  fortuuate  na  to  be  able  t-ocolbfct  bift  income  witliiu  sevend  years,  thoug'h 
it  amouiita  oilen  t*  no  more  than  iliJ  or  £4  yeurJy.  Yet  it  is  predaely 
among"  these  poor  people  that  genuine  piety  and  u  warm  adhwrence  to  the 
fjtith  of  their  forefathers,  i«  to  \te  tuund.  In  one  eeitiut-it^'  dOO  liibics  uid 
500  Testomente  have  again  been  appbed  for. 
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"I  nm  aiao  olliged  to  you  for  the  grant  of  Scriptures  for  Stuhl- 
n'ei.9senburf .  What  hfia  been  forwarded  to  MiLkolz  ia  fiu*  too  little. 
Nearly  800  Protectant  farailiea  have  lost  their  all  by  thfc  fire  there,  and 
th«  Inisery  amon^  then!  is  extrBiiie.  I  tnu;t}  therefbre^  that  you  wil3  nut 
find  fault  with  me,  if,  ut  the  furaes^t  request  of  the  autborided  there,  1 
aeud  a  furiher  supply  of  100  Himguriaa  Biblca  and  30  Kunfcaniin  Xew 
Teatiunentd.  The  vretchediiesa  which  now  exkta  in  Milko^  is  propor- 
tionally much  gjaiter  than  that  w^hich  resulted  from  the  tire  in  Hara- 
Wr^h,  Tbfi  Protefltanta  there  havt?  loat  11  bujldintra,  comprehending- 
churches,  achool^r  and  their  mioLsitere'  houeiee.  In  the  former  plute  the 
the  church,  which  had  just  been  completed,  tog-ether  with  the  vicarHg-caad 
the  schools,  fell  a  prey  to  the  flames," 

The  pulitiuaJ  cuiivulsiuna  of  1848,  found  Mr,  Wimraef  in 
the  midst  of  liis  numerous  and  wide-spread  labours,  and 
suddenly  put  a  stop  to  the  whole.  Implicated  more  or 
legs,  or  supposed  to  be  so,  in  the  struggles  which  then  arose, 
he  was  driven  from  his  country,  and  has  ever  since  been  an 
exile  in  other  lands* 

In  one  of  liis  last  official  letters,  written  bi  the  beainnins  of 
1848,  he  takes  tlio  ibllowing  general  review  of  his  labours 
during  the  ten  yoars  that  the  Society  enjyyed  the  benefit  of 
his  ocllve  agency^  and  in  the  course  of  which  he  dispersed  in 
the  whole  about  120,000  copies.  Something  may  be  seen  of 
the  spirit  of  the  writer  in  tlie  fullowiug  exti'act : — 

"  Thus,  tlu'ough  the  providence  of  the  Lord,  we  have  ad- 
vanced aiiotiier  step  forward-  Hitherto  t]ie  Psalms  were 
inaccessible  to  the  Wends  j  but  now  a  new  source  of  spiritual 
ediBcation  is  opened  to  this  neglected  little  tribe  ;  and  may  the 
Lord  vouchsafe  His  blessing  to  oar  endeavours  in  their  behalf  I 
I  am  far  from  wishing  to  relax  in  my  exertions  for  promoting 
the  circulation  of  the  Holy  Scriptures ;  on  the  contrary,  all 
my  viewa  are  directed  to  concentrate  these  exertions  in  behalf 
of  the  Pi'otestaut  Church.  The  dissemination  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures  in  the  tongues  and  languages  of  every  nation,  is  the 
seal  of  grace  which  the  Lord  has  imprinted  upon  His  Chui'ch, 
and  by  which  He  has  acknowledged  its  legitimacy.  The 
earliest  Church  bore  the  seal  of  j>urity.  The  pollutions  of 
Popery,  both  in  the  East  and  the  West,  caused  the  word  of 
God  to  be  veiled,  and  to  tliis  day  it  stands  up  for  its  traditions 
in  opposition  to  the  revealed  Scriptures.  The  Protestant 
Chiu-cli  rests  upon  the  word  of  God ;  and,  iu  these  b'oubloua 
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times,  upon  Its  dissemination  as  the  sole  means  of  producing  its 
saving  fruits.  It  is,  and  remains  immoveable,  imconcjucraljle, 
and  will  ever  be  so ! 

"  We  have  circulated  the  Holy  Scriptures  among  the  fol- 
lowing tiififerent  nations  belonging  to  the  Auatrian  monarchy  : 
namely,  aiiong  ProtL'statit  Geinnana,  chiefly  of  tLe  Augsburg 
Donfession,  whose  numbers  are  about  1,500,000,  and  are 
scattered  throughout  Austria,  StjTia,  Oarinthia,  Bohemia,  aiid 
Hungary;  among  Protestant  Cobemians  and  Sclaves,  who 
may  be  computed  at  nearly  800,000,  residing  in  Bohemia, 
Moravia,  the  districts  of  the  Carpnthians,  and  in  various  parts 
of  Hungary;  (those  who  ai'e  found  in  Bohemia  and  Moravia 
belong  chiefly  to  the  Helvetian,  and  tliose  in,  Hungary  to  the 
Augsburg  confession  :)-^furthcr,  among  Protestant  Huugariaua 
in  Hungary  and  Transylvania,  whose  numbers  may  lie  rated 
at  about  2,500,000,  four-fifths  being  of  the  Helvetian,  and  one- 
fifth  of  the  Augsburg  confession;  alt  these  are  in  possession 
of  the  whole  Bible,  and  of  copies  of  the  New  Testament  and 
Psalins,  in  various  editions.  For  the  use  of  tJie  Wends,  aii 
edition  of  the  New  Testament  and  Psalms  has  jnst  beea  com- 
pleted ;  and  within  the  last  ten  years,  thirteen  edilions  of  the 
Bible,  and  about  twenty-five  edition!?  of  tlie  New  Tustament, 
have  been  printed  here.  There  are  still  the  Poles  to  be  con- 
sidered, a  numerous  and  Protestant  people,  for  whose  benefit 
little  has  iiitherto  been  done.  " 

The  work  of  the  Society  in  Hungary,  in  consequence  of  the 
political  disturbances,  was,  in  1848,  almost  entirely  suspended  : 
it  was  renewed,  however,  but  only  tor  a  short  time,  as  will 
aft(?i"wards  appear. 

While  the  Society's  devoted  Agent,  Dr.  Pinkerton,  was,  from 
year  to  year,  patiently  pursuing  his  labours,  spreading  the 
Scriptures  through  the  various  provinces  of  Germany,  and 
thus  quietly  diffusing  the  most  effective  antidote  to  the  pre- 
vailing errors  of  the  day ;  a  new  commotion  apiieared  on  the 
face  of  the  waters ;  a  reforming  parly  sprang  up  in  the  heart 
of  th(i  Uomish  Church  itself,  and  spread  throughout  Gerniany 
with  extraordinary  rapidity.  Tlie  immediate  cause  of  tliia 
movement  was  the  exhibition  of  the  so-culled  '  Holy  Coat '  at 
Treves,  to  which  npwarda  of  half  a  million  of  Roman  Catholics 
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went  in  pilgi-Imape.  How  iiieluncholy  and  humbling,  In  a 
Cliristiiin  land,  to  hn-ar  the  ignorant,  sn]icrstitious  multitudes 
singing  the  praises  of  this  old  rag^  and  crying  out,  '  Holy 
Coat  I  pray  lor  us  I* 

Gt>rniany  seemed  stunned  with  this  display  of  Idolatry, 
which  continued  for  six  weeks,  until  tho  Catliolic  priest, 
Jiihannes  Ronge,  in  a  letter  to  the  Bishop  of  Treves,  pubKahcd 
bis  remarkable  protest  against  it.  This  manifesto  was  responded 
to  by  thousands  iii  tlie  Roman  Catholic  Church  ;  and  from  that 
day  the  newspapers  were  filled  with  the  details  of  this  move- 
ment ;  and  a  multitude  of  pamphlets  apjieared  against  the 
oiToi-g  of  papery,  loudly  calling  for  reform>  The  coiTupt 
state  of  the  Church  of  Rome  was  unreservedly  held  up  to  tha 
view  of  all  classes  in  Germany,  and  the  Bible  appealed  to  as 
the  only  standard  of  religious  truth  ;  about  tliirty  congregations 
renounced  popery,  and  were  organized,  in  different  parts  of  the 
country,  under  the  name  of  German  Apostolical  Catholics.  To 
this  movement  among  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Germany  the 
attention  of  the  Society  was  early  drawn,  and  Dr.  Pinkcrton 
was  requested  to  put  himself  in  communication  with  the  leaders 
of  the  party,  with  the  view  of  impressing  on  them  the  im- 
portance of  a  free  distribution  of  the  Scriptures  among  their 
people,andof  offering  them  every  facility  in  etlectingit.  To  this 
object.  Dr.  Pinkcrton  also  principally  devoted  big  summer  tour. 

For  this  purpose  he  first  visited  five  of  the  German  Catholic 
Congregations  in  his  neighbourhood;  namely,  those  of  Oifen- 
bach,  Wiesbaden,  Krentj^nach,  Worms,  and  Darmstadt ;  at  all 
which  places  he  met  with  a  welcome  reception,  and  found  tlie 
Elders  willing  to  accept  of  lila  help  to  supply  their  members  with 
the  Scriptures.  They  all  decided  to  nee  the  Lutheran  version 
in  preference  to  any  other. 

It  wxs  not  long,  however,  before  this  extraordinary  movement 
unfolded  its  true  character ;  and,  though  interesting  in  some 
rcsjjects,  yet  in  many  more  it  was  most  disappointing,  and, 
taken  as  a  whole,  very  unsatisfactory;  for  most  of  the 
leaders  of  the  movement  sufficiently  showed,  by  their  writings 
and  speeches,  that  it  was  not  merely  emancipation  from  papal 
superstitions  and  tyramiy,  but  emancipation  from  Chrislianity 
itself,  which  they  were  aiuiiug  at. 
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About  this  time  Dr.  Pinkerton  became  actively  engaged  irr 
carrying  out  another  measure,  whitih  liatl  been  pressed  on  tho 
attention  of  the  Society,  namely,  the  supplying  of  Hotels  at 
the  principal  watering-places  near  the  Rhine,  the  landlords  of 
which  should  manifest  a  willingness  to  place  in  their  several 
apartments  copies  of  the  New  Testaineut  and  Fsalmn,  in 
German  and  French,  an  edition  of  which  had  been  prepared 
for  the  purpose.  Tho  importance  of  tliis  measure  will  be  the 
more  appreciated,  when  it  ia  remembered  how  many  travellers 
on  the  Continent  never  have  an  opportunity  of  either  seeing  or 
reading  a  copy  of  the  sacred  volume. 

The  subject  is  thus  alluded  to  in  Dr.  Piiikerton*3  report  fur 
the  year : — 

"  I  have  miiile  &  begintiiti^  witli  fiuppl^-ing-  tlie  tiotela  of  the  neighbour- 
ing  waf-eiiiig^-plnces.    It  was  an  arduous  tmk,  on  which  I  spent  two  days, 
with  several  pereons  to  a3si&t  me ;  for  I  deemed  it  requisite  not  merely  to 
deliver  the  copiea  to  the  landlords  of  the  hotels,  but  to  numher  fnch  copy 
mj-stlf,  and  to  see  it  jilactd  in  tlm  nlt^ping-rooiu  whose  number  it  bore. 
In  general  the  copies  tt'ere  well  received  by  the  inmatesj  thoupli  some  of 
them  deemed  ftt  a  loss  tn  occomit  for  the  measure,  and  fouud  ditKculty  in 
undergtundiiig  its  simplicity  and  brneTolence.  lu  Uumljurg*  we  de)iu.'iited 
200  copien,  tmA  in  WieshndeJi  20f) ;  and  the  Ri?v.  Mr.  Lnnfeor,  who  ren- 
dered me  his  efficient  assisUinoe^  afterwurda  took  p  couch  at  hia  own  ex- 
ptaiBt;,  and  lOO  copies  with  him,  to  SeLwalbocJi,  where  he  deporitedaixty- 
«i|2:ht  copies  in  the  hotel?  th«rp,  mid  twelve  copies  in  tJiat.  at  Schkngenhad. 
l'>om  [he  proprietors  of  the  hotela  we  have  tiikeii  rpteipta  for  tlie  copli^ 
entrusted  to  their  ciire,  and  witreated  than  to  6i.f  that  ihe  copies  wert 
prei;.erved  m  the  rooniRj  and  not  carried  nway  ^y  tittvellere,    Notwith- 
etandiii^  all  thet^e  piVLHUtioii^,  1  ftiir  it  will  be  impo^ible  topn^veut  some 
of  them  being  thua.  taken,  but  even  this  may  be  ovemnkd  for  g«od.     Ia 
Bndeii]  the  proprietor  of  the  '  Hotel  de  Rueaie  '  showeii  me  ti  copy  of  an 
octavo  French  Twtanicntj  wlut-h  hue!  been  canied  away  from  the  '  Hotel 
de  Troid  noi&'  in  Uasle  by  eome  trav*>lliT,  and  then  left  in  a  ronin  of  the 
'  HotfJ  de  ItusAie '  in  Daden :  '  but,"  («aid  he,  '  1  used  f 'a-quently  Ui  read  in 
it  myself  laat  wmter.'    So  that  we  must  not  withhold  our  hand  from  thie 
undertaking",  uD  account  of  abuses  thnt  may  occur,  but  trust  That  tiod  in 
Ilia  providencti  will  wutcli  over,  and  render  usefulj  llie  t'opies  of  Ilia  own 
word  which  we  thua  deposit,  or  rather  east  upon  the  highways  of  the 

Once  more — 

"In  Baden-Baden  I  spent  four  doye  in  dppoeitin^  300  coivica  of  the 
Stripturej!  in  dfjht  of  rhc  imncipal  hotels.  Severul  of  the  iunkf^jH-rs 
beingr  Roman  Cutbolics,  I  luul  many  prejudices  to  euEiountttr;  and  yet. 
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throu-^h  Divine  help,  I  was  enabled  to  overcome  them,  tmd  with  my  own 
hands,  and  the  njd  of  the  iciiikefpera  nad  WiiittTS,  to  aee  all  the  300 
sleeijin^-rooma  supplied  mtli  tlie  precious  volwrae,  I  took  n  receipt  from 
the  liwidlord  of  each  hotel  for  the  nuinlwr  of  copiea  placed  'm  \t.  On 
aevei^l  occasiuns  the  aCraai»vrd  maiufi'^ted  great  sati:jfacUua  with  the 
mengiirH ;  and  the  day  after  the  difltribution,  Dr.  Muli],  the  publiAlier  of 
n  newspaper,  cnme  to  tae,  tmd  begrged  fut  a  supply  cif  copies  for  Hale,  for 
that  ^ix  or  seven  persons  bud  been  with  Jiim  that  morning,  wiflhing  to 
buy  them.  1  informed  him  that  the  IWv.  Mr.  ItopptT^  the  English 
chaplain,  had  enjjrag'ed  to  take  churg'e  of  a  depots  frum  which  all  who 
wished  iiould  be  supplied,  I  hove  iiccordin^Jy  got  157  copies  ill  G*^' 
moD,  French,  English,  and  Rusa,  put  up,  that  will  be  aent  off  to-morrow 
to  Miiiili(fiin,  und  from  thence  be  furwiir^li^d  by  The  rmlway  '<»  Bnden.  Ijet 
iia  pmy  that  these  wffiik  attempts  to  recommend  the  word  of  Truth  to  the 
many  tbousiMidii  that  aiiniuilly  visit  this  mart  of  ^ambhn^  and  disBipiition 
may  not  be  in  ruin  in  the  Lord." 

The  measure  of  supplying  apartmerits  in  hotels  with  copiea 
of  the  Scripttires,  has  since  Iwwii  cam'eJ  out  in  other  pai'ts  of 
tho  Continent,  as  tt  has  also  been  pursued  to  some  extent  In 
om*  own  CDuntrj. 

The  storm  of  politics.!  convulsion  which,  in  tlie  beginninfj  of 
the  year  1848^  passed  over  the  face  of  Europe,  was  not  witliout 
ita  effect  oti  the  sphere  of  BibUcal  labour  occupicil  by  Dr. 
Pinkerton,  The  distributions  made  under  liis  aupcrintendent^e 
had  now  aniouuled  to  abuve  900,000  copies,  These  had  gone 
forth  faithful  witnesses  to  the  truth,  against  those  numerous 
forms  of  grosser  or  more  subtle  error  wliich  bad  long  striven 
for  tlie  mastery  in  the  Fatherland  of  the  Refoi-matjon,  This 
distribution  was  irrespective  of  what  had  been  accomplished, 
at  the  same  tune,  by  numerous  Bible  Societies  in  Germany, 
tliat  had  been  labouring  in  the  same  department  of  Christian 
effort.  It  is  true,  these  Societies  had  chiefly  confined  them- 
selves to  the  Protestant  parts  of  the  population^  To  the 
Roman  Catholics,  generally,  little  access  had  been  gained. 
But  the  commotions  by  which  society  on  the  Continent  was 
now  stirred  up,  even  from  its  very  depths,  led  to  new  openings, 
and  to  a  freer  field  of  Biblical  labour  is  Germany,  a&  well  aa 
elsewhere.  With  joy  the  Six-icty  hailed  these  openings,  and 
with  checrfuhiess  they  hastened  forward  to  cultivate  the  field  3 

Tlie  employment  of  Colporteurs,  which  had,  at  one  time^ 
been  found  Impracticable^  now  became  an  important  feature  in 
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the  proceedings  of  Dr.  Pinkerton.  He  Iiad  indeed,  of  late,. 
partia]]j  comnienccd  this  mothodof  circuhituig  tlie  Scriptures* 
but  Ilia  corresjtondence  i\tv  one  or  two  pri^^cedlng  years  had 
shoun  that  there  were  difficulties  eonnect^d  witli  thi^  work  in 
Gerinanj',  such  as  did  not  exist  in  eitlier  Eiiglaud,  Belgium,  or 
France,  and  wliich  could  be  but  little  understood  in  tills  cuun- 
trj;  and,  tlmt  so  strongly  were  the  authorities  apposed  to  it, 
that  the  limited  Colportrnfe  irssuingfrom  the  Bible  Society  had 
heen  carried  on  under  the  special  superintendence  of  tlie  pjiro- 
chial  clergy,  and  had  been  restricted  to  Protestants,  the  Uoiiuiii 
Catholics  not  being  included  in  it.  Thus  it  was  restricted*  for 
instance,  in  Frussiar  Hanover,  and  other  countries.  But  the 
political  changes  above  referred  to  swept  away  many  of  these 
hindrances,  and  gave  enlarged  liberty  of  action  ;  and  iii  conse- 
qucncc  of  the  unexpected  and  surprising  openings  thus  ottering 
themselves.  Dr.  Pinkerton  received  authority  to  engage  a 
much  larger  number  of  these  valuable  fellow-labourers.  The 
result  of  this  extended  pxi>eriraeut  was  tlie  sale  in  the  first 
year  of  26,699  copies  of  the  Scriptures,  by  fifteen  Colporteurs, 
thus  affording  ample  and  pleasing  encouragement  for  the  pro- 
secution of  these  etibrts,  wlilcli  have  ever  since  been  con- 
tinned  in  Germany  on  a  very  liberal  scale. 

It  appears,  from  Dr.  Pinkerton^s  report  for  1850,  that  the 
countries  in  whtdi  these  Colporteurs  were  chiefly  enijiloyed, 
were  those  in  which  the  least  had  been  attempted  in  the  distri- 
bution of  the  Scriptures,  from,  want  of  individual  co-operation. 
Two  circumstances  contributed  at  this  time  to  favour  this  mode 
of  extending  Bible  circulation  in  Germany.  The  one  was,  the 
removal,  by  the  Prussian  government,  of  all  the  legal  hindrances 
that  stood  in,  the  way  of  Colportfige,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  Parent  Society  at  Berlin  called  upon  all  its  ninety  Auxi- 
liaries to  send  forth  Colporteurs  into  their  respective  fields  of 
labour;  and  tjie  other  was,  the  establishment  of  a  Home 
Mission,  with  numerous  branches  in  every  part  of  Prot^tant 
Germany,  one  of  whose  principal  objects  was  the  circulation  of 
the  Scriptures.  As  the  result  of  these  Increased  facilities,  a 
still  further  impulse  was  given  to  the  work  of  Colpurliige ;  so 
that  the  numbers  sold  by  Dr.  Pinkertun^s  Colporleura  in 
1850  amounted  to  32,1^7,  ranking  the  sale  by  these  zealous 
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labourers,  in  tLreL-  years,  &9,282  coiiiea.  In  connection  with 
the  sales  of  the  year,  the  following  interesting  facts  are  men- 
tioited.  Colporteur  Gcuonville  sold  1016  copies,  during  the 
season,  at  Baden  Baden,  among  the  visilora*  and  umny  of  the 
first  nohilitj  purchased  of  liini  copies  in  French,  Russian, 
English,  and  German*  Colporteur  Wick  alao  waa  ver/ 
ftcttve  in  the  Gi-and  Duchy  of  Weimar,  where  he  sold 
2851  copies  In  one  year*  Hopftnj^ef,  in  Baden,  in  eleven 
months,  disposed  of  3370  copies,  of  whicli  1941  were 
purchased  by  Roman  Catholics :  Hitter,  in  the  states  of  Hesse 
Cassel:,  sold  3008 ;  and  Rees  sold  to  the  Roman  Catholics  in 
the  districts  aruand  Augshurg;,  1917  copies,  and  4 1 G  to 
Protestanta. 

Colporteurs  were  now  employed  hy  many  of  the  Prussian 
Bible  Societies.  The  Berg  Bible  Society  at  Elherfeld  reports  a 
distribution  in  one  year  of  3100  copies  by  tljreeCoIporteurs.  The 
Buchwald  Bihle  Society  engaged  three  Colporteurs  in  Upper 
Silesia,  and  tlie  venerahle  President,  the  Countess  of  Reden, 
speaks  of  their  having  received  great  encouragement.  The 
Saxon  Bible  Society  sent  out  two  Colporteurs.  The  Baslo 
and  other  Bible  Societies  also  took  part  in  the  same  work. 

It  Is  true  these  labourers  had>  in  following  years;^  to  encounter 
various  diUiculties  and  discouragements,  which  the  subsequent 
reports  of  Dr*  Piukerton  explain ;  but,  on  the  whole,  their 
success  has  been  great,  and  the  year  of  Jubilee  witnessed  the 
system  in  continued  and  growing  operation  in  Germany. 

For  unmmerahle  instances  of  the  beneficial  effects  resulting 
from  the  lalmurs  of  tlie  Colporteurs  in  Gcrmajiy,  as  well  as  for 
much  vatnabie  information  respecting  the  extent  and  progress 
of  the  work,  it  is  necessary,  as  in  the  cass  of  France,  to  refer 
the  reader  to  the  Society's  Reports  and  Monthly  F^xtracts.  The 
correspondence  ia  too  voluminouB  to  allow  even  of  selections 
being  made  with  advantage. 

The  total  issues  of  Dr.  Pinkorton,  from  the  period  of  bis 
taking  charge  of  the  d^pot  at  Frankfort,  1830,  to  the  termina- 
tion of  the  Jubilee  year,  amounted  to  1,342,115  copies. 

It  has  been  already  stated  that  the  Hui^^arian  Pastor,  the 
Rev,  Mr.  Wimmer,  who,  for  a  period  of  twelve  years  was 
zealously  engaged  m  the  distrihution  of  the  Scrijitnres,  had 
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been  comii>elled  to  quit  his  native  land  iin  conaequpnce  o 
the  disastrous  changes  which  had  occurred  there.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  revolution  he  visited  this  country,  in 
company  with  Dr.  Pinkerton,  iind  was  then  full  of  the  best 
hopes  regarding  the  work.  He  received,  on  that  occasion, 
authority  to  make  large  preparations  for  printing  the 
Scriptures,  and  also  for  employing  Colporteurs  for  thuir 
distribution.  In  vanona  parts  of  the  Austrian  dominions, 
and  even  in  Vienna  itself,  dt^puts  were  to  have  been  esta- 
bUshed,  and  Colporteurs  engaged ;  hut  before  these  arrange- 
ments couM  be  comjiletedj  he,  on  whom  they  chiefly  devolred, 
became  a  fugitive,  carrying,  however,  with  liim  this  consohi- 
tion,  that  he  had  been  the  iuBtrumcnt  of  did'using  no  less  than 
137,906  copies  of  the  Scripturea  among  his  counta-ymen. 

Yet  although  the  war  in  Hungary,  as  already  stated,  greatly 
interrupted  the  labours  of  the  Society  in  that  and  the  sur- 
roundinp:  provinces,  a  few  humble  and  courageous  Colporteunt, 
even  during  that  stormy  period,  ventured  forth  with  the  vo- 
lume of  consolati<m  and  mercy  In  their  hands,  and  succeedixl 
in  keeping  up  a  small  sale  among  the  people ;  but  the  work  at 
large,  promising  as  it  heretofore  had  been,  was  necessarily  sus- 
pended, When^  however,  peace  was  restored,  an  Agent  of  the 
Society  was  permitted  to  visit  Hungary,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
quiring after  the  Society's  property  there,  aiid  of  taking  such 
measm'es  s.h  the  exigencies  of  the  case  seemed  to  demand.  Ue 
found  that  a  great  eagerness  to  obtain  tiie  Scriptures  existed, 
5000  copies  having  been  issued  in  the  short  period  since  the 
war  had  terminated. 

A  second  extensive  journey  was  made  by  the  same  Agent, 
in  the  hope  that  the  Society's  operations  might  be  resumed 
and  extended  among  the  Protestants  in  the  Austrian  empire. 
A  strong  desire  to  obtain  the  Scriptures  waa  evinced  in  many 
places,  and  much  encouragement  given  by  m.inj  respectable 
and  well-informed  persons,  who  thought  it  most  desirable  that 
something  should  be  done  for  the  supply  of  the  Scriptures  to 
the  multitudes  now  jK-rishing  for  lack  of  knowledge.  After 
mature  consideration,  the  Society  resolved  to  move  forwards. 
The  Agent  who  had  Ijcen  selected  for  the  above  important 
mission  was  Mr.  Edward  Millard,  who  had  had  some  experience 
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in  the  Society's  scwjce 
ployed  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  W.  Tiddy.  To  him 
the  sujwrtutendcnce  of  these  renewed  o|ieration3  was  ciitnisttjd. 
Thu  difficulties  thrown  in  his  way  did  not  so  disoourago  him, 
but  that  he  went  forth  inspired  by  the  hope  that  the  Protes- 
fcuits  in  Austria  wouhl  be  alluwed  to  have  free  access  to  the 
records  of  aulvation,  the  demand  for  wiiieh  was  considerably 
increasing. 

This  liope,  however,  was  destined  to  be  but  of  short  dura- 
tion. It  was  in  Outulier  1850,  that  Mr.  E.  Mi  Hard  was  coin- 
roisaioned  as  an  A<^ent  to  su^K-rintend  the  renewal  of  ttse 
Society's  work  in  Austria  and  Hungnry.  No  sooner  had  he 
readied  Vienna,  than  lie  put  himself  in  eonimnnicatinn  with 
the  proper  autboritieSj  and  snufrht  (lermlssion  to  begin  the  busi- 
nessof  distribntlon.  An  ubjeftion  w^as  raised  by  the  govern- 
ment officials  to  his  personal  efforts  tti  cireulate  the  Scriptures  ; 
but  they  allow^ed  him  to  avail  hiinsulf  of  the  book  trade  and 
other  legitimate  cliannels. 

With  this  licence,  Mr.  Millard  at  onee  proceeded  to  print 
Bovoral  editions  in  the  German,  Bnhemian,  and  lluni^arian 
languj^es ;  and  his  efforta  were  crowned  with  such  success, 
that,  durinj^  the  first  six  months  of  hk  residence,  he  dispersed 
6965  volumes. 

Encouraged  by  such  a.  result,  he  undertook  still  larger  im- 
pressions ;  and  their  rapid  absorption,  aa  they  if^sued  from 
the  press,  further  stimulated  his  ardour  to  go  forward.  The 
consequence  waa,  that  at  the  time  of  the  suspension  of  his 
labours,  25,000  copies  were  lying  unfinished,  indei)cndent  of 
36,338  volumes  circulated  witiiin  eighteen  month!;!. 

The  eagerness  with  which  these  copies  were  purchased  la 
thus  stated  in  one  of  his  Jettcrs : — 

"  Multitudes  are  now  in  (josset^ion  of  the  Hacred  Sfripturee^  wlio,  only 
Q  Bliort  while  a^f  SR-arcelv  kuew,  even  naroinally,  that  God  liiis  ejiokfiii 
in  time  ]m5t  unto  the  Fathiprs  liy  the  pro^jhet*,  linJ  in  the**  lust  ila\r^  iiiJto 
us  by  Hia  Son.  Tho  deuiiuiiJ  fur  the  Si-rijitures  wliii'^L  hftis  Hteil  uwakt-tifj, 
ha»  exceeded  the  eij*eclation  of  the  mo&t  suTi{r>i!«ip,  and  it  is.  tut  just  to 
lickiiowledge,  Ihut  in  uiiuiy  of  the  poorpst  jiarts  of  the  coiratrj-  the  |)eop)e 
have  moftt  proiuiitly  and  cheerfully,  even  tu  the  confuattm  of  mauy  t*ro- 
t«dtant«  jn  ipfinier  circiiniBtamiett — p^rbn]>a  even  aiiioii^  us- shown  ihelr 
williii)^ifs«s,  ncfoidin^  tn  Their  power,  ywi,  \>tu\  lieyuiid  their  jm^ter,  (u 
avail  tbemwlves  of  the  opportumty  aHorded  llietu  of  oUiujiin^  tlie  Holy 
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SeripturK' ;  in  many  InstanceSj  wTien  tte  etoclc  of  books  woa  inaJequot^ 
for  a  time  to  mett  the  (Jemanti,  1  have  lietn  compelled  to  take  pwyment 
beforehonj  ;  »ui-h  haa  been  tte  desire  to  ensure  tlie  jiosseasion  of  thy  Scrip- 
tures  at  the  earlieat  opportiiiiit3-.  In  some  ptirta  of  tlie  eitensive  field, 
the  desii'e  fur  the  Scriptures  is  described  na  a  'nig«,'  a  *  faini,8hing-f  in 
one  instance  a  Churcli- meeting  wiif*  heldj,  nril  it  was  rfaolvetl  to  pufcliase 
OS  muny  Uiblea  m  there  were  pers^oaa  belonging*  t*>  the  comniiinity  ;  and 
tJirou-^houC  the  country,  the  little  that  lim  bi^en  done — for  little  it  w,  after 
all,  is  conipurij^un  with  the  real  yfimts  luid  the  expressed  desires  of  the 
people— seems  hut  to  bnve  awakened  a  more  lively  craving:  flft*r  the  Scrip- 
tures of  tnitb.  TTiere  are  now  hundreds— indmed,  it  may  3»e  siiid  without 
flay  esn^-j^emlion,  thousands  of  ProtesCjinta  thirsting  aft^a*  the  retforde  of 
salvntion,  and  after  much  trouble  Euid  labour  connected  with  the  prepara- 
tion of  different  editiom,  a  conaidemble  stock  of  Scriptures  is  lying'  ready 
to  he  seat  out  to  them." 

Wliilst  these  wide  opcnliiga  were  thus  presenting  themselves, 
the  opposition  of  the  authorities  was  awakened,  and  the  books 
of  the  Society's  Anrcnt  were  denounced  from  tiie  pulpit  Ly 
several  priests.  Shortly  after  this  the  government  interfered ; 
and  the  diJpfita  at  Giina,  Pestb,  and  Vienna,  were  closed  by 
the  jxilice.  Nothing  daunted  by  these  proceedings,  Mr,  Millard 
waited  upon  the  Eurl  of  Westmoreland,  the  English  Ambas- 
sador at  the  court  of  Vienna^  and  sought  to  enlist  his  good 
offices  to  guard  the  property  of  the  Society.  With  a  view  tn 
strengthen  the  case,  it  appeared  adviaable  to  the  Committee,  to 
nppoint  a  Deputation  to  wait  upon  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affaira.  Lord  Malmeshury  received  the 
Deputation  with  marked  courtesy,  and  expressed  liis  willing- 
ness to  do  all  that  his  office  would  allow,  and  to  support  the 
claim  for  indemnity  urged  by  tlic  Society  for  tlie  loss  of  pro* 
perty.  ThJi*  decnand  the  Austrian  government  stedfastly  re- 
fused, but  they  consented  to  resign  the  depots,  with  all  their 
contents,  provided  tlie  books  were  immediately  withdrawn 
firom  the  country. 

This  requisition  of  the  Austiian  Government  to  have  all 
the  ScripturcB  in  the  depots  at  Giinsj  Pesth,  and  Vienna,  sent 
out  of  the  country,  was  rigorously  enforced.  Two  hundred 
and  four  bales,  and  125  cases,  containing,  either  bound  or  in 
sheets,  58,087  copies  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  were,  under 
the  charge  of  a  detachment  of  gena  d'annes,  conveyed  beyond 
the  frontiers  of  the  Austrian  territory,  amidst  tlie  unavailing 


BRITISH  AND  FOBEION  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 


451 


I 

I 

I 


I82d-54. 
Sect.  I, 


Settle  til  pnt 
tsX  Mr.  B. 
MJIJarJ  u 
Agent  at 
BresUu. 


tears  and  sighs  of  tens  of  thousands  of  die  people,  waiting  for,  EUROPE. 
and  anxious  to  possess  tiie  prociotis  volumes,  of  which  tlioy  were 
ao  morcilcaaly  bereft.     Strange  infatuation,  surely,  on  the  part 
of  the  rulers,  and  involving  whftt  a  foaHul  respouaibility  I 

The  books  were  received  at  Brealau  by  the  Society's  Agent, 
Mr.  Millard,  who,  under  the  direction  of  tile  Committee,  Lad 
removed  thither  for  the  purpose. 

Thus  was  the  Society's  work  la  the  Austriau  dominions 
sospended,  aud  that  suspeusiou  stili  remains. 

Mr.  Mitlard,  having  been  com|H^Iled  to  leave  Au^trfa^  and 
havingj  by  tlie  appointoicnt  of  the  Society,  settled  down  for  a 
season  at  Breslau,  immediately  availed  huuself  of  &uch  op|>or- 
tunities  as  presented  therasi^lves  in  those  parts,  of  resuming  his 
work.  A  ddpot  was  established  and  opened ;  one  or  two  Col- 
porteurs were  sent  out;  and.  In  the  course  of  three  mouths,  his 
issues  exceeded  5000  copies }  and  by  March  1854,  his  issuea 
amounted  to  29,580  copies, — a  very  largo  and  encouraj^ng 
number,  especially  taking  into  account  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances under  wliicli  he  was  called  to  enter  upon  and  cultivate 
that  not  very  promising  field  of  labour.  He  had,  by  this  time, 
live  Colporteurs  in  tlie  field.  Great  opposition  was  raised 
against  the  work,  both  by  Protestants  and  Roman  Catholiea, 
especially  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  the  Apocrypha. 
When  tx>  this  were  added  thedilhcullies  arising  from  the  igno- 
rance, the  evil  habits,  and  the  poverty  of  the  people,  the  suc- 
cess which  crowned  these  his  first  efforts  was  all  the  more  re- 
markable.* 

In  commemoration  of  the  Society's  year  of  Jubilee,  Mr. 
Millard's  attention  was  directed  to  the  supply  of  such  educa- 
tional, eleemosynary^  and  other  Institutions,  as  could  not  be 
reached  in  the  ordinary  way.  One  hundred  and  twenty-five 
different  establishments,  in  Fosen  and  Silesia,  including  five 
seminaries,  ninety  prisons,  thirty  hospit:d9,  almshouses,  &c.j 
were,  by  the  bounty  of  the  Society,  supplied  with  3068  Bibles 
and  Testaments  for  the  free  use  of  the  inmates. 

Belgilh* — The  Agency  ofDr,  Pinkorton,  atlts  commence- 
ment, extended,  as  we  have  seen,  over  the  whole  central  part  of 

*  The  neat  of  i\m  Agency  luu  &infle  been  removed  to  Berlin,  where  the 
ivurk  has  opened  dut  td  a  very  wide  extent. 
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Europe,  ]ucludu^gno^  only  Gennany,  but  alsoBelginm,  Holland 
Switzerland,  and  tlic  iioi'lli  of  Italy.  MXcr  a  time,  under  tlii 
influence  of  circumstances,  aa  tliey  providentially  arose,  rathe 
than  as  the  reault  of  any  determinate  and  pre-arranged  plan 
othei"  Agencies  sprang  up  within  the  sphere  of  Dr.  Pink^rton' 
operations,  which  gradually  extendiL'd  themselves,  and  xssumet 
a  cbai-acter  of  considerable  interest. 

The  most  important  of  these  was  instituted  in  Belgium, 
afterwards  extended  to  tlulland  and  parts  of  Gcmiany*  an 
was,  during  the  whole  of  the  remainder  of  the  period  now  re- 
viewed,  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  W.  Pascoe  Tiddy. 

Mr.  Tiddy  is  firat  alluded  to,  in  the  Society^s  Reports, 
connection  with  a  visit  paid  to  Belginm,  in  1834,  by  the  Rev. 
Mr,  Cordos,  of  Geneva. 

Dr.  Pinkcrton  had,  in  the  preceding  year,  concerted  loeac 
Biires  with  the  friends  of  the  Society  at  Brussels^  LJ^ge,  aU' 
other  places,  which  led  to  an  application  for  14IW  copies 
the  Scriptures ;  he  could  not,  however,  avoid  feeling  mucl 
discouraged  by  the  general  indifference  which  prevailed.  Mr. 
Cordea  met  with  a  somewhat  larger  measuro  of  success,  H 
witnessed  the  cstablishmLnit  of  small  Societies  at  Brussels,  An- 
twerp, and  Giient  The  English  partner  of  a  eommcrcia 
house  subscribed,  liberally  for  English  and  Flemish  Sacre( 
Scriptures,  to  Le  placed  among  tlie  workjieople  employed  ii 
the  establishment,  and  several  innltee|>ers  also  cheerfully  con 
sented  to  place  the  Scriptures  in  their  apartments.  In  causo< 
quence  of  these  and  other  similaj-  measures^  considei'able  sup- 
plies  were  called  for.  But  the  most  encouraging  circumstanc 
was  the  following  :^ — In  a  town  where  Mr.  Cordea  was  unabl 
to  effect  any  thing,  Mr/fidd}',  who  had  been  sent  uut  as  tlicixi 
Agent  by  a  bouse  of  business  in  the  west  of  England — on 
who  felt  the  real  value  of  the  Bible — was  entrusted  with  ; 
few  copies  of  the  Flemish  New  Testament  for  distributioiii 
Some  ho  gave  away,  and  these  were  gi'atefully  received 
others  he  tried  to  sell.  The  result  was  singularly  gratifying ; 
between  two  and  three  hundred  copies  were  houglit,  and  tli 
demand  thus  unexpectedly  made,  so  exhausted  the  stock  do 
handj  that  ste|>s  were  required  to  be  immediately  taken  foi 
printing  a  new  edition. 
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In  the  following  y^ear,  1835,  Mi*.  Tlddy,  received  from 
the  Britiiili  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  an  oppointment  as  iheii' 
Agent  Ibr  Belgium.  In  the  fii-st  ti^clve  mantba,  he  succeeded 
in  selling  nearly  3000  volumes.  Before  another  year  waa  dosed, 
his  sales  had  extended  to  ll,21fl  copies.  These  sales  were 
chiefly  effected  by  means  of  Colporteurs,  of  whose  services 
Mr.  Tiddy  continued  largely  to  avail  himself  thronghout  the 
whole  ptjriod  of  his  Agency.  The  acamty  of  Bibles  in  that 
country  may  be  judged  of  from  the  fact,  that  formerly  a  Ion"" 
journey  had  to  he  made,  aud  a.  lai'ge  price  paid^  in  order  to 
obtain  a  single  copy,  and  this  probably  would  then  be  the  only 
one  in  a  village  or  small  town.  The  Agent  was  shown  a  Bible, 
which  ten  or  twelve  persons  in  the  village  had  subscribed  for 
together,  and  had  sent  one  of  their  number  into  Holland  to 
hny  it,  where  it  cost  faity-two  francs.*  The  subjoined  liiatory 
is  given  of  a  solitary  Bible  in  another  village  : — 

""At  the  tame  now  referred  to,  there  was  but  one  Bible  in  the  whole  vil- 
h^,  for  Biblea  were  not  then  to  be  had  in  Oiis  t'ountry ;  aad  nny  person 
who  want^  one  wiia  oljlif^d  to  gpo  iul-o  HoUuiid  to  buy  it,  where  Biblea 
Were  exvL-ajfively  dear,  Thi^  lliLle  t-jcdted  the  rag^e  of  the  priests  ;  fvr  it 
was  kiiuwn  to  them  that  it  existed,  but  they  could  never  Snd  it,  nod 
many  a  search  vena  made  for  it  (Jiroug-hout  the  whole  viDog*.  The  per- 
sons to  whom  it  belonged  ust-d  to  hide  it  away  by  day ;  and,  by  nig'ht,  go 
into  tlie  Wood  with  it,  and  there  hung"  a  hintem  up  to  a  tree  and  read  it. 
At  uther  liraea  thty  would  ng^ree  to  meet  in  Bome  old  burrow,  or  otfae? 
secret  place,  for  tht  same  purpose.  They  aatig',  also,  the  Fsulm?  of  David 
to  sona;  tunes,  to  deceive  those  who  mi^ht  overhear  them  at  tuiy  time. 
One  day,  when  the  men  were  absent  at  their  work,  and  the  women  gone 
to  the  next  market-town,  the  priesta,  who  were  always  on  the  wutcfa  to 
Bee  when  the  house  was  left  without  any  one  hut  the  child,  or  some  young' 
pereon,  came  to  the  spot,  accompanied  by  the  police.  They  mode  a 
regular  search,  hut,  like  all  others  up  to  that  moment^  in  vain,  and  tJiie 
prieata  and  pohee  turned  to  go  to  their  houses:  but,  on  the  way  bnck,  one 
of  the  poHcemen  eaid,  '  1  am  sure,  if  we  go  bank  we  ehah  tlnd  the 
Bible.'  The  least  possibilitv"  of  KUiicetB  waa  enoug-h  to  roupe  the  less  zeal- 
ous of  them,  und  tliey  haateiied  back  j  for  the  reasons  which  the  poticsenian 
gTLve  were  so  eucelJent,  that  no  one  objected,  lie  i«aid  :  '  I  obaerret],  that 
in  tliat  hoiue  tlie  c^hitd  wae  in  the  cradle,  and,  whether  it  waa  aitleep  or 
awake,  the  girl  sittiug^  by  it  continually  rockpd  tt.'  Arrived  at  the  house, 
they  went  direct  to  the  cradle,  took  up  the  child^  turned  out  tlie  cradle, 
and  found  the  Bible.  The  little  girl  who  watched  the  emdle  waa  only  ten 


Thie  Dihle  was  afterwards  presented  to  the  Society's* Library. 


ED  ROPE, 
Ceilp.  iir. 

Sbct.  I. 
Cbntkjll. 


Appototed 

Agt-at  for 
tlieSociety. 


Guatded 

nsp  iif  the 

Bible. 


4M 


HISTOET  OP  THE 


ECROPE- 
Cnjif.  m. 

SflOT.  I. 

Belgiuu. 
1(137. 


tOUIE. 


Tlieir  early 
diflSctiKJes 
anil  Irinls. 


years  old ;  and  when  nhv  mw  them  approfltih  tlie  cradle,  slue  buret  into 
tears,  Tliey  rejoiced  over  their  iiiccesa,  and  walked  away  in  triumpli. 
The  poor  men,  on  their  way  homeward  from  their  worlc  in  the  everung-,' 
learned  the  painful  news  ;  and  so  greatly  were  they  afHit^ted,  that  thej  all 
of  them  cciiKl  not  help  crj^ing  ;  nnd  th&y  said  they  would  rather  that  ihej 
hiid  heurd  thnt  their  liouaea  aud  ail  their  poods  were  burnt  tq  the  gronnd, 
than  thftt  tln-ir  Bible  should  have  been  taken  from  them.  They  tried  to 
get  it  again,  but  tliis  was  impossible.  The  men  had  left  the  little  girl 
in  charge  of  their  greatest  treasure,  with  Btriut  orders,  that  if  ever  any  one 
entereJ,  she  was  not  to  leave  the  cradle,  bnt  constantly  to  rock  it  j  which 
hid,  up  to  this  iinftirtunate  day,  succeeiled  in  deceiving  the  enemy,  TbeT 
used  to  put  the  Ljble  in  the  bottom  of  the  cr&dle;  on  tht  book,  a  [)iec«  of 
wood  atiitefl  to  the  cmd?e ;  and  then,  on  the  wood,  the  strow^  and  wfaat- 
eii'er  the  child  by  on." 

How  happy  the  change  I  when  inalead  of  one  Bible  for  a  wLoIe 
village^  aiidtlmt  hi  danger  of  being  vioiently  abstracted — tie 
BiWe  has  become  accessible  to  every  villager,  and  that,  too,  at 
less  than  &  tenth  part  of  the  price  once  paid  far  it. 

The  work  of  circulating  the  Scriptures  m  Belgium,  soon 
assumed  an  unlooked-for  extent  and  importance.  The  issues 
in  1837  amounted  to  20,548  voluinea.  Of  this  number,  17,129 
were  disposed  of  by  the  Colporteurs, 

This  valuable?  class  of  Agents,  notwithsianding  their  sales 
were  carried  on  under  sanction  of  the  laws  of  the  country, 
had  to  encounter  an  opposition  similar  to  that  which  at  times 
was  experienced  in  France,  only  attended  in  many  instances 
with  more  of  violence  and  oatrage.  They  were  reproached, 
iusultod,  threatened;  the  mob  wag  instigated  to  injure  them; 
tlieir  books  were  stolen,  or  forcibly  taken  away,  and  some  torn 
to  pieces,  or  burnt  before  tlieir  eyes ;  yet  they  persevered  in 
their  peaceful,  self-denying  labours ;  through  evil  and  tlirough 
good  report  tliey  held  on  their  way,  oft-times  indebted  for  their 
personal  safety  to  the  presence  and  interJerence  of  the  civile 
Bonietimea  of  the  military  authorities.  The  following  may  bo 
taken  as  a  specimen  of  what  theColporteura  had  to  encounter : 

"PodrWaerHegersvery  narrowly  esrajted  with  hi*  life  last  week  a(T . 

Six  hundred  peraone  surrounded  hiin  in  the  mnrketj  upset  his  books,  and 
threw  down  those  who  had  the  courage  to  buy;  ntid  at  last  thev  set  two 
books  on  firSj  E^turk  to  a  pole;  but  finding  that  they  would  not  bum  faak 
enough,  they  went  imd  dipped  them  in  turpentine.  The  police  refuted 
to  do  their  deity,  A  few  geiiad'ariues  rescued  Waeraeg^re,  Pome  officers  of 
a  horee  regiment  were  so  dis^sted  at  the  eonduL-t  of  the  people,  that  they 
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bought  publicly  the  Bible  of  the  Colporteur,  and  told  the  ^eas  A^armeA 
only  to  request  their  nid,  und  they  ■wouM  call  out  the  troop.  Two  or  three 
persons  were  very  ill  trpated  ;  otie  poor  taan  eepeciallyj  who  hud  received 
a  cutflmUstoii  lobuy  twH  TeatnmfJitfl  for  n  frieud." 

It  is  not,  indeed,  surprising,  that  persons  of  lesser  note  sliould 
have  viewed  tliia  work  with  an  unfriendly  eye,  when  Roman 
Cfttliolic  bishops  thought  proper  to  describe  and  denounce  the 
Society  and  its  operations  in  audi  terms  as  the  following: — 

"  A?  eurly  u  1830,  the  Bishop  of  Bruges  publishetlan  ordlaance  againat 
thiB  Bible  work,  in  wJiich  he  says— '  Iliblea  tran&ktcd  into  the  vulgnr 
tonjjfue,  or,  to  speak  more  truly,  ahominnhly  mutilattd  by  a  eoLTilegiuUfi 
hand,  fire  distributed  amono:st  the  ]>eop!e.*  We  huve  one  of  these  Ilibles 
before  ub,  and  with  a  jieilidy  worthy  of  the  cau'ie  of  error,  sevenJ  booka 
which  the  Catholic  Church  acknowledgea  r.';  canonical,  have  been  omitted, 
la  Toin  wiJl  you  look  for  the  books  of  Tohit,'  kc.,kc.  In  clo&itigj  he 
sftyBj  Ihiit,  after  having  conferred  with  bia  colleagues,  they  have  deter- 
mined to  oppose  a  remedy  to  thin  evil.  He  therefore  tolls  on  the  priests 
to  second  him  in  his  eifortfl  to  overturn  our  work,  and  to  warn  all  their 
fiock*  aguinst  the  'sDaree  of  the  Bible  dociety/  and  't^  command  them 
not  to  buy,  or  accept  gratis,  any  of  the  books  of  tlie  Society.' " 

In  1837j  the  Bishop  of  Ghent  followed  the  steps  of  hts  bro- 
ther of  Bruges;  and  in  18;J8,  the  last-named  Biahop  issued 
anotlier  circular,  in  whicli  he  says — 

"  It  ia  now  a,  year  and  a-hnlf  ogti,  that,  impresBed  with  the  duties  of 
our  thftT^,  We  enjoined  you,  worthy  piwlois^  to  fortify  yoursi'Ives,  in  our 
name,  aguinst  the  subtle  machinations  of  a  Society  aUke  hostile  to  God 
and  the  Holy  Church;  a  Society  whith  would  rob  you  of  oil  that  is  the 
moat  dear  to  you — the  preetoua  deposit  of  your  faith.  You  are  already 
aware,  dear  brethren,  that  we  p.peak  of  the  Bible  Society. 

"So  far  back  us  the  year  Ifi'Zij  Pope  Leo  XII.,  of  blessed  memory, 
pointed  out  to  all  the  patriarchs,  primates,  archbUhop?,  and  bishops,  of 
the  Catholic  world,  the  impious  projects  of  thia  Ami -Christian  Society  ; 
and  the  event  haa  only  too  well  proved  hpw  justly  ^oEiuded  were  the 
alarms  of  that  vijplunt  pontjfl'. 

"  Hence  we  are  desirous  that  aU  our  DioceHuie  should  be  apprised 
anewj  that  it  la  severely  prohibited  to  every  one,  who  is  not  provid*!!  with 
epecial  pennission  to  read  and  hold  forbiddpji  hooka,  to  purchase  a  Bible, 
or  a  Comiaentary  on  tlie  Bible^  or  any  other  books  whatever,  of  the  emis- 
saries of  the  Bible  Society,  or  to  receive  them  gratis,  and  to  retain  eoch 
copies  as  the}'  have  in  their  posee^fiion." 

*  The  mutilations  comphiined  of*  it  will  he  6eei),  are  nothio}^  more  than 
the  omi^ion  of  the  A^iocryphat  Book?,  or  apocryphal  jiarts  of  books.  The 
Versions  which  are  denounced  are,  in  other  refpects,  accredited  Koman 
Calhohc  Versions. 
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Tlie  Bishop  of  Lie^  followed  in  the  same  track  ;   and 
1S41,  the  Cardinal  Arclibbhop  devoted  an  annual  charge 

tbu  siLine  subject,  and,  much  a.t  Icngtti,  iterates  the  sauic  injuai 
tions  and  >\'ai'uiiigs. 

Alter  such  denunciation  of  the  Society,  and  of  the   books 
ciroulutes,  it  is  pli^slnj;  to  be  ablo  to  record  such  an  incidt 
as  the  following,  extracted  from  the  correspondence   of  M 
Tiddj:— 

"  A  zealous  Rumon  Cutbulic  priest,  nftierwanlfi  a  no  ]e&»  zenlous  P: 
tti^bint  luimattir,  wtu  bruujjLt  to  examiui:  one  of  our  Flemish  Te.4taineni 
iii  the  fuIlowiDy  jdiigulor  nianiier.— A  Colporteur  bud  sold  a  copy 
uiie  <j£  liid  paridiilunero.  The  jjoor  niun,  t'rijirhl^iH'd  by  a  -v-inleut  senn 
pT'eiicIi^id  by  lututlicr  pr:«dt,  bii:-t4!ued  Jiciiik',  took  hi^  Tebtafflent, 
larried  it  to  his  uwn  prieat  (the  on€i  in  qu&liun),  and  begged  him 
bum  it.  Hb  hnd  bought  it,  he  ^d,  in  ig'norance,  and  thiTefore  hopi 
that  the  ain  would  nut  be  laid  to  hia  ahaige,  fur  he  had  been  led 
lieliiivt  thut  it  wia  c«rt;«in  damiiatiun  tor  ull  tbu:se  who  had  Ituti^bt  H 
Tt^tameiit  to  ket-'p  it  ur  to  read  it.  The  priest,  it  apptiar^,  Wii#  induct 
tu  VHtLtl  the  book  wliidi  wu^  Itl't  with  Lim. 

■"  Aftei-wiird.-!,  when  he  hud  lnjcome  a  Protestant  minister,  addreasin 
on  one  occjwiun  the  meeting'  of  a  Dible  Asaoaiationj  he  gave  thia  furtln 
iiiatory  ofhimaelf. 

"  *  The  day  wiw  fixed  for  my  entering-  into  a  convent,  the  atrit:t«at  i 
convents,  that  of  tlie  Trajiiiiflts,  I  Buffered  ^Teat  agony  of  loiud.  I  wj 
ubuiit  to  shut  uut  for  tver  even  the  lij,'bt.  I  mst  myself  on  my  kneeA^  d.ih 
gnve  myself  up  to  God.  1  eunieatly  implored  Him  to  direct  me.  If  J 
were  Hifl  jilai^uTe  for  me  thus  to  aui:ritic«  myaelf,  1  bejji^ed  Him  to  enalil 
me  to  do  it ;  if  not,  pliilnly  to  gbfiw  it  me.  I  felt  that  T  entirely  gu 
myself  up  to  Flim,  I  arut^e  frgm  roy  knees,  I  tocik  the  Bible  from  mj 
tttlile,  4«id  oj^ieiied  it  at  the  51A  Psalm  :  1  knew  it  well  in  Liitiu,  niid  hiu 
often  repeated  iCj  but  now  it  wa^  tixed  on  my  mind  in  a  munufr  tlitic 
ehall  uever  forget:  it  t\itl  be  evur  prPLiona  to  me.  My  eyea  h'^hted  c 
this  verse ;  "  Purg^/  me  with  hv^^sop^  and  I  sliull  he  clean  ^  wnsh  lae,  lUid 
ehiill  lie  whiter  thiui  aitow."  The  truth  flashed  acrow  Jiiy  mind  :  1  undcf 
stood  it  ull.  It  TvoA  not  by  my  inflictiijg:  on  my  poor,  sinful,  and  weal 
body,  pain  anl  fiuiTeriiif^-y,  that  I  could  be  delivered  froni  my  eina ;  I  n 
that  wa»  to  be  done  hy  a  nobler  tiicritiee:  I  must  he  wnshcd  la  the  b!oo< 
of  Chririt,  which  eleausetli  from  ull  eiu.  The  Idtb  aiid  17(h  verses  of  th 
Bonie  Psalm  detenniiud  me  whnt  to  do.  From  that  moiaent  I  have  had 
peuee  apd  joy  ■B'hiuh  surjioms  all  kiitiwledge.  I  found  rest  for  my  isoul; 
lind  it  alitl  uuidi't  alt  the  triuls  nnd  ti^mptatiuns  to  whiuli  the  Clirietiua 
fliilijeet  in  thiH  vale  of  tears.  Attach  yourselves  t*i  the  word  of  God,  an 
mot  to  the  traditions  of  men  :  that  aJoiic  can  lead  yuu  aright.'  " 

In  the  niiJst   of  interrnptions  and    liindranccs,   the    sal 
were  cai'ricd  on,  sometimes  with  remarkable  rapidity.     Th 
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one  Colporteur  sold  1400  Bibles  and  Testaments  in  thrfte 
months  ;  anotlicr,  140  Bibles  and  500  Testaments  in  one  week  ; 
anoilior,  880  in  fgurtL'ijn  days ;  and>  on  one  occasion,  222inonG 
day;  and  after  that,  in  another  fortnight,  190  Bibles  and  805 
Testaments. 

Another  beneficial  result  of  Mr.  Tiddy's  continued  Agency  m 
Belgium,  was  the  stimulus  given  to  Bible  Societies  and  Associa- 
tions. The  Belgian  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  was  revived, 
and  placed  on  a  firmer  fooling;  fresh  vigour  was  imparted  to 
tlie  Societies  at  Antwerp,  Ghent,  Tournay,  Biaiges;  the  Asso- 
ciation at  Dour  was  strengthened  j  Branches  were  formed  at 
Paturages  and  Lalwuverie;  and  in  other  places  similar  Institu- 
tions sprang  up,  wliich  were  afterwards  formed  into  one  body, 
under  the  title  **  Association  Biblique  pour  la  Belgique."  All 
this  led  the  way,  to  the  holding  of  series  of  Bible  Meetings  in 
eeveviU  t^jwns  and  villages  of  Belgium,  a  practice  continued  at 
intervals  tlirough  snt!cessive  years,  and  which  eicited  conside- 
rable interest,  and  was  followed  by  many  beneficial  results. 
Some  of  these  aeries  of  meetings  were  attended  by  clergjTneu 
or  other  friends  from  England,  who  expressed  the  highest 
satisfaction  with  what  they  witnessed.  One  of  the  most  re- 
markable of  these  scries  took  place  in  the  autuoon  of  1842, 
attended,  among  otliers,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Malan  and  M.  de 
Pressensc^  Their  visit  produced  a  deep  impression,  and  was 
accompanied  with  many  cheering  proofs  of  the  extent 
to  which  the  seeds  of  Bible  truth  had  taken  root  in  the 
hearts  of  the  people.  Meetings  were  held  at  Brussels, 
Labo;iverie,  Paturages,  Dour,  Mons,  Liege,  Charleroi.  Most 
interesting  scenes  were  presented  on  some  of  these  occasions^ 
The  people,  who,  for  the  most  part,  liad  been  Roman  Catholics, 
but  who  had  benefited  by  reading  the  Holy  Scriptures,  flocked 
together  to  listen  to  the  addreaaus  which  wei'e  delivered,  and» 
by  their  simple,  generous  hospitality,  as  well  as  by  thtir  contribu- 
tions, testified  how  much  tlieir  hearts  were  moved  and  delighted.* 
Many  were  the  evidences  tliat  were  accumulated  of  the  good 
aiising  from  the  labours  of  the  Society  in  Belgium. 

•  For  a  lively  account  of  ih'tA  tour,  eiw  Report  for  1843..  Tlie  M4jntl,]y 
Extrai:W,  Heiiortti,  kv.  for  other  years,  alao  cuutain  refei-caicea  to  similw 
stfriea  of  Meeting*. 
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one  occasion : — 

"  One  of  my  ColporteuKi,  who  iiaed  formerly  to  colport  in  tie 
bourhooil  of  CJiarleroi,  returned  lant  weet  to  the  tiield  of  his  former  lalmurq 
lie  &UJ-9  he  is  filled  with  admiration  fit  tLfi  work  goiug  on  there.  The  wore 
of  God  hoa  not  been  distributed  in  vain,  TLdrb  rthu  Were  fomierl 
amongret  the  foremost  toiU-treat  him,  when  lie  ofif;retI  them  the  Bible,  at 
at  present  tlie  most  zealous  followers  of  tbe  Gospel,  As  soon  as  tho 
faearil  that  the  Colporteur  was  iu  tbe  town,  they  sent  word  to  him,  to  bt 
8ure  not  to  Jeave  the  town  without  caUing'  on  them.  I  once  sent  you 
extract  Cifa  letter  from  the  miniater  atntioned  there.  It  guVe  on  accoiinl 
of  thoae  who  hnd  rend  the  Scriptures,  &howii)}?tbe  difTereuce  between  8uch 
and  thoae  who  had  not  done  so.  This  aatne  niiaister  writes  that  thi 
movement  ia  moat  extraoTdinnry  ;  the  roem«  inside  are  crowded  whoa  lu 
preacher,  and  he  has  had  in  flame  places  many  peoplt;  outaide  the  doors  an 
windows.  He  saya  there  are  a  hundred  places  wljere  he  could  preach,  i 
he  had  time  and  strength.  We  are  all  highly  delig-hted  with  the  work  £ 
his  field  of  iahour." 

Mr.  Tiddy  writes  again: — 

"  I  have  often  sent  you  moat  interesting'  accounts  of  the  success  of  th< 
Gospel  at  Chorleroi  and  in  the  nei^'hbourin^  villog'ea:  but  the  half  hu 
not  been  told  you ;  for  I  had  no  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  work  now  goine 
on  in  those  looolities. 

"  About  a  fortnight  since,  I  wna  ]ireaent  at  the  Annual  Meetinuf  of  (be 
Belgian  Evang'elical  Society.  I  heiird  the  minister  who  resides  at  Chorleroi 
give  an  accaunt  of  his  work,  which  cheered  rae  much.  That  yoix  may 
fully  appreciate  the  blessing"  God  hila  granted  lia,  I  InUat  reeall  to  your 
memory,  that,  from  the  first,  our  Colporteurs  re^mlarty  visited  that  town 
and  ita  environs :  month  after  month  they  colported,  and  always  with 
increased  &ucceas,  till  at  last  everj'  villafife  was  stocked  with  Itibles  and 
Teatflmeata.  Iliis  brought  the  people  to  make  diligent  inqniries  after  the 
truth ;  ond  majiy  ft  time  our  Colporteura  have  been  refreshed  by  the 
interesting  renccaitres  they  have  had  with  peraona  aeekingr  the  truth.  Manj 
prtsraing  demands  were  made  for  pastoral  inatniction :  these  were  not 
listened  to  until  about  eighteen  months  ago.  When  the  micister  was  fixed 
there^  he  found  the  fallow  ^ound  broken  up  ::  and  iu  a  letter,  of  which  1 
sent  you  an  extract  some  short  time  suite,  h«  said,  *  It  was  easily  seen, 
who  amongst  the  people  bad  been  accuetomed  to  read  the  word  of  Qod, 
and  who  bad  not :  there  waa  a  most  remarkable  differeniie  between  them  j 
the  former  being-  so  much  more  eiioily  iui^tructed  in  tLe  word,  their  viewa 
being:  clearer,  and  their  faith  .'^troti^fer.'  In  his  speech  he  Raid,  that  since 
he  began  bia  labours,  in  Charleroi,  tie  change  in  the  character  of  a  large 
number  of  persona  is  moat  remarkable. 

"  The  Uihle  Meeting'  we  held  at  CJiarleroi  bna  had  a  good  effects  One 
man  wa^  present,  who  had  been  cherishing  in  his  bosom  thou<rhta  of  vengv- 
ance  againat  one  of  his  neighhoum.  From  tliat  evening*,  he  turned  from 
those  tliout,'ht&  witli  horror  ;  aud  now  he  reads  the  Bible,  The  niiuister  bus 
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struck  with  amaMmaitftt  tliw  eitritordiniiry  iqoreiaent  wUkIi  the  preich- 

mg  of  tlia  Gospel  lias  Pfca^ioned  ia  that  loi:ality<    Places  tif  woreliip  have 

befn  opeoed  hy  him  in  tivc  or  aix  different  ptocea;  and  mikny  jtersons 

eam«riUy  beg^  him  to  come  and  preiich,  if  it  Iw  ooly  for  once.     In  one 

place,  more  tlian  600  jwradiis  surruundud  tlie  door  and  windows  of  l]ie 

house  of  worehijij  whilst  iiwide  the  people  were  bo  crowded^  thnt  ihpy 

could  scnrcety  move,    tieaia  were  oat  of  the  i^ueetion ;  they  would  have 

taken  up  too  much  room." 

It  is  added  : — 

"The  Colporteurs  pursue  their  avocations  with  the  sftmc  exemplary 
diligence  find  consbiucy  iis  in  fomjer  jeflrs  ■  and  many  of  them  are  theiu- 
Belveu  among  the  best  witnecsee  of  tlie  importanre  of  the  8ociety'B  labours, 
and  the  blessing  that  attenda  the  distribution  of  the  Smpturea," 

Atiotlici'  collatfi'ral  result  of  Bible  operations  in  Belgium, 
was  the  establishment  of  the  Belgic  Evangelical  Society.  The 
circulation  and  reading  of  tlie  Scriptures  naturally  led  to  a 
demand  for  living  teachers,  who  should  explmn  more  fully  the 
things  contained  in  the  Holy  Book,  and  who  should  take  charge 
of  thoae  who  were  now  breaking  off  from  the  Church  of  Rome, 
and  associating  themselves  together  in  little  communittesj,  for 
purposes  of  mutual  edification  and  wor3hi|>.  To  meet  this  new 
emergency,  a  Society,  similar  to  those  already  existing  in 
!Fr;mce  and  Switzerland,  was  formed  in  Belgium.  Mr.  Tiddy 
himself,  for  some  time,  though  not  in  his  official  character  as  Formation 
Agent  of  the  Bible  Society,  took  an  active  part  in  the  manage-  catkiwlaiid 
ment  of  iL  Through  the  instrumentality  of  this  Society,  a  eJiurcha. 
number  of  Evangelists  were  sent  forth,  some  of  whom  after- 
wards became  themselves  settled  pastors,  or  led  the  way  to  the 
settlement  of  other  jKistors ;  and  now  not  a  few  congregations  or 
churches,  in  the  regular  observance  of  Christian  ordinances, 
testify  to  the  necessity  and  value  of  the  above  Institutions,  and 
arc  a  standing  monument  of  its  success. 

But  to  return  to  the  Bible  work :  Mr.  Tiddy's  lalxmrs,  and 
those  of  hia  zealous  Colporteurs,  were  indnstrionsly  continued, 
in  the  mid§t  of  many  discouragements  and  much  opposition. 
A  respectable  Entrlish  Clergyman,*  who  visited  Belgium  that 
be  might  see  and  judge  for  himself,  bears  the  subjoined 
testimony  to  the  character  and  usefulness  of  the  Coljwrteura 
then  employed  in  that  country : — 

■  The  Rev.  Mr.  Glyn. 
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*'  I  was  veTT  much  struck  with  tlse  reii[)«ct»ti]ity  aptl  intelKgence  ofH 
fonr  Colporteurs  1  had  the  great  pleasure  to  meet :  they  are  lueu  who 
doing-  (he  work  of  Missionaries  in  as  eminent  a  degree  ns  any  in  the  worV 
Mucy  ane\)doteB  they  mentioned,  phowing"  that  the  priests  felt  tJiat  tl 
greBteet  impediment  to  their  work  of  error  and  delusion  was  the  circuToti 
of  the  Scriptures  through  the  means  of  our  Colporteurs.  It  appears  till 
the  greatest  part  of  Belfjium  is  tniversed  by  these  indefatJSiible  men,  wh 
with  80  very  small  an  allownnce  are  indeed  most  eaaentinlly  doin^  th 
Mntster's  work.  I  do  not  know  when  I  have  been  more  gmtilied,  tjian 
seeing"  9ueb  ble&aed  results  from  our  Socsiety  in  Ilelgimn,  which  i&  tfa 
very  seat  of  popert'.  1  am  sure  the  greatest  enemy  of  our  Sodetj',  if 
Christian,  would  rejoice  in  what  has  been  done,  and  is  doing,  in  Bel^umJ 

The  issues  of  tlie  Scriptures,  indeed,  did  not  long  continue  oi 
so  large  &  stale  as  In  tke  first  few  years  ;  yet,  when  the  reli 
gious  state  of  the  country,  the  amount  of  sales  already  etfecte4 
and  the  iinpediments  thrown  in  the  waj  at  every  step,  are  take| 
into  account,  it  may  appear  surprising  that  still  so  much  w 
done  in  the  way  of  distribution.  In  a  review  of  the  work,  afte 
five  years  had  elapsed,  Mr.  Tiddy  was  able  to  state  that  87,00 
copies  of  the  Scriptures  had  heen  placed  In  the  hands  of  xht 
Roman  Catholic  populationj  of  whii^h  not  1000  had  been  dis- 
posed of  gratuitously.  The  aum  produced  by  sales  amouutoi 
to  £2200.  lie  calculated,  that  there  had  then  heen  distribute; 
ill  that  country,  one  volume  to  every  thirty-five  inhabitants,  or. 
after  deductmg  the  iinmeuse  number  of  persons  tiot  able  to 
read,  probably  one  volume  to  every  twenty  or  twenty-fiva 
persona ;  and  he  adds ;  — 

**  Five  yenra  Fince  it  was  a  rare  sight  to  see  a  Bible  in  a  villiifre ;  now, 
SB  one  of  my  ColporteurB  hitely  told  me,  in  his  round  there  ia  nut  anUa^ 
into  which  the  Bible  hna  not  penetrated  ;  and  many  a  family  ussemblea 
arouiidthe  Word  of  Life  in  the  evcning^s,  when  the  labours  of  the duj* sirs 
over.  Thi:»  holds  true,  more  especially,  iu  thoss  parts  of  the  country  whera 
French  is  spoken.  A  Swiss  Chriatian,  eome  short  time  rancPf  had  uocosion 
to  visit  difl'erent  parts  of  this  country  on  commercin?  affiurti,  where  he  had 
Em  opportunitj'  of  judging"  of  the  effect  of  our  diatributitinti,  andoa  retuminf 
from  hie  journey,  he  told  a  friend,  that  everywhere  he  found  penons  wittl 
the  Bible  in  their  jroaseasion,  or  fully  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  onf 
lalwuii*.  When  I  came  here,  I  offered  the  Bible  to  respectable  persuas, 
who  did  pot  even  know  what  the  Bible  meant.  I  J)tl]ev«  this  is  no  looker 
the  case  :  httle  children  can  now  tell  you  what  Dibles  are.  It  is  wortltj 
of  remark,  that  the  ground  over -which  our  Coljwrteurs  have  worked  for 
two  years  puet^  i«  ground  trodden  over  timc^  without  immb«r,  eo  tliat 
they  ofben,  at  leaat  once  a  month,  return  to  the  Bame  place;  and  hence 


i 


our  late  Boka  have  heen  mwdeto  lUTscms  who,  dimng  thf>  first  two  m?  three 
years  of  our  labours,  refu3i>d  to  buy,  but  who  have  been  convinced  luid 
won  over  hy  the  Bible  itBelf,  from  hnvin^  seen  it  or  heard  of  it  from 
others.  This  id  the  more  entourag'inp:,  when  we  remfinber,  that  durinfr  the 
lust  two  yepra  the  oppoeitiou  of  the  priests  h&s  ratb^r  increased  than 
dimJuLihed,  and  that  they  have  taken  eevere  measures  to  prevent  those 
under  thdr  power  from  buj-jng  of  us." 

At  the  end  of  seven  jxars,  Mr.  Tiddy  cxpresscrl  bimself  in 
more  glowing  terms  of  the  work  and  of  its  results,  yet  not,  it 
ia  believed,  with  a.  confidence  beyond  what  the  facts  of  the  case 
fully  justified,  and  subsequent  experience  haa  confirmed. 

"  We  hava  fleeii  the  word  of  God  silently  working  it^  way  into  the 
houaea  of  rich  and  poor,  learned  and  ignorant;  and  the  prayer  of  faith 
has  gone  up  to  the  throne  of  God-  RencLing"  the  present  moment,  we 
(an.  look  anmnd  uc,  and  riyoice  with  great  joy.  10i;,840  volumes  hove 
been  iBsu&d  from  our  dejtot  in  seven  ymnt  "I'jOOO  of  which  hav«  l>e*  pot 
into  circulation  by  means  of  those  dear  friends  engaged  with  mt  in  cany- 
injf  out  the  glurious  object  of  the  Bilite  Soeiety^  We  see  many  Missionary 
stations  fonuied,  manycongreg^Ltions  osBembled^  many  minsters  preaching 
the  Goapel  of  Cbriiit,  many  eoula  made  obedient  to  the  truth,  mnny 
jdaces  AIIemI  by  inquirers  after  truth,  whith  place*  were  ont'e  oecupied  by 
Chose  now  enjoying  the  fulnesB  of  truth  in  eternal  glory,  "We  see^scbool,^, 
in  which  there  are  many  children  reading-  the  Facred  word  o[  God,  and 
lif  [>iii^  Hid  pmiae.  We  ?ee,  b\so,  thousandfi  of  ri-Ii^ouB  tracts  and  religions 
works  fcattered  throughout  the  lenjrth  and  breadth  of  the  land.  We  see 
the  cause  of  Christ  enracin&  [rooted],  and  steadily  growing  to  a  large  treCj 
whose  bninchea  COV»;r  the  whole  country," 

Holland. — The  several  causes  above  alluded  to,  having 
tended  to  circuniacrilie  the  work  of  the  Society  in  Belgium,  and 
to  render  the  sales  Increasingly  diflScult,  the  Society's  inde- 
fatigable Agent  began  to  cast  about  in  his  mind,  as  to  whether 
some  new  channels  might  not  be  found,  or  existing  openings  en- 
larged, for  the  wider  diffusion  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and,  in 
doing  so,  his  attention  became  directed  to  the  adjoining  country 
of  Holland. 

Holland,  a  Protestant  country,  had  not  been  without  its 
Biblical  Institutions  and  efforts.  The  Nedierlanda  Bible 
Society,  instituted  in  1814,  had  pursued  its  labours  with  per- 
severance and  energy.  Up  to  the  period  now  referred  to,  its 
total  issues  had  approached  to  3CK),000  copies,  and  the  ntunber 
of  its  Associations  amounted  to  eighty.  It  had  also  Its  corre- 
sponding Societies  abroad,  at  Surinam,  in  tlie  East  Indies,  in 
Java,  and  elsewhere.     In  the  island  of  Java  its  Agents  were. 
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at  this  period,  engaged  in  carrying  forward  a  translation  of  ttte 
Bible  into  the  Javanese,  and  other  translations  had  been,  from 
time  to  time,  encouraged  by  them. 

It  was  from  no  wish  to  interfere  with  the  Netherlands  SocietVi 
in  the  labours  and  succeasea  of  which  (their  object  l>eing 
one)  thej  could  not  but  rejoice,  that  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society  encouraged  their  Agent,  Mr.  Tiddy,  in  1843,  to 
ftttempt,  in  conjunction  with  friends  in  Holland,  an  enlarsreme-nt 
of  the  Bible  work  in  that  country,  by  means  of  the  system  of 
CoIportagQ— a  system,  so  successfully  acted  upon  in  France  and 
Belgium.  Mr.  Tiddy  bud  been  for  some  time  under  the  im- 
pression that  an  attempt  of  this  kind  might  be  beneficially- 
made.  In  the  spring  of  the  preceding  year,  he  had  been 
antligrized  to  make  a  visit  to  Holland,  to  confer  witli  the 
members  of  the  Bible  Society  there,  and  with  other  friends, 
on  the  subject ;  and  it  is  but  justice  to  say,  that  he  met  with  a 
kind  and  Christian  reception^  though  doubts  were  entertained 
En  some  quarters,  as  to  the  expediency  and  practicability 
of  the  plan  of  Colportage;  arising  in  part,  perhaps,  from 
ita  novelty,  in  its  application  to  that  country,  perhaps  in  part, 
from  ita  apprehended  interference  with  the  system,  of  gratuitous 
and  cantioua  distribution  hitherto  pursued. 

Mr.  Tiddy,  however,  received  sufficient  encouragement  to 
warrant,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Committee,  an  experiment. 
Arrangements  were  made  for  tlie  employment  of  Colporteurs  in 
some  of  the  principal  towns  of  Holland,  and  their  vicinity; 
in  one  or  fwo  instances  the  local  Societies  taking  the  over- 
sight of  the  work.  Three  Colporteurs  at  once  presented 
themselves  in  Holland  itself:  these,  in  conjuuctlon  with  two 
others  furnished  by  Mr,  Tiddy,  to  assist,  by  their  practical 
knowledge,  in  the  outset,  entered  on  their  work,  and  tliesuccesa 
was  truly  gratifying  and  surprising.  In  the  course  of  twelve 
or  fourteen  weeks  abovo  12,000  copies  were  disposed  of,  and 
the  sales  would  have  been  much  larger,  had  tlie  Society  b^en 
better  prepared  for  tlie  demand  which  burst  upon  tliem : 
large  editions  of  the  Dutch  Scriptures  were  put  to  press,  aitd 
proceeded  with  aa  rapidly  as  possible. 

One  or  two  extracts  from  letters  received  at  the  time  will 
show  the  eagerness,  both  of  Protestants  and  Roman  Catholics, 
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tt>  avail  themselves  of  the  greater  facil  ity  iifF< 
tliemselves  with  copies  of  the  sacred  Book. 

"  Hotteydtaa. 

*'  Tueflduj  Inst  the  Dutch  Colporteur,  nccompimied  by  one  from  Bruaaek, 
bpfvn  his  rounds  in  thia  town,  and  in  tbtir  Atiy&  he  has  i^oLd  27-1: 
volumes^  more  Prottwtant  thmi  Roman  Ciitholic  editions;  the  Pro- 
testiints  here,  1  Jiiii  tuld,  are  the  majority.  To-day  IW)  volume*  were  sold 
before  dinaer,  aticl  tlie  piod  folks  ate  sending  to  the  Colporteur's  house 
fur  them.  They  have  been  obliged  to  oUm  tLe  sa\e£  »cher  thuu  other- 
wise." 

"  Amsterdam. 

"  ThesA^es  here  take  euch  a  turn,  that  mj  depot  will  eoon  he  emptied 
shciuld  they  continue  sOk  Yestepday  one  ColjtcrteuT'  sold  3?d  Dutch 
New  'I'efitaiiicDts  ;  l&  Roman.  Catholic  Uihtes  ;  24  Dutch  ditto  ;  13  MarUn's 
TesCtiment^;  47  lloman  Cutholic  I'lenmh  ditto, 

"  On  f>aturd)iy,  having*  no  Protestant  Kew  Testaments,  he  did  not  go 
out ;  hut  in  a  Abort  time,  however,  he  sold  111  volumes  :  people  came  to 
him  ^m  eig'h^  lu.  to  midnig'lit,  and  even  later  etiU.  He  has  not  even 
time  to  eat.  .  ,  .  .  . 

"  I  takouot  describe  to  you  the  enfhusinsm  of  the  people  here  of  all 
clofisea.  We  have  a  quantity  of  ordera  which  we  cimnot  execute.  Every 
one  la  oatom^hed,  and  rejoices  at  the  succefiB.'" 

Mr.  Tiddy  himself  writes : 

"  The  sales  at  the  dep6t  9urpi^  all  idea.  In  one  week  fl€4  rolumes 
were  sold  in  retail;  and  had  there  been  Dutch  Testaments  sufficient  for 
the  demand,  a  thousand  vulumea  raore  ajiglit  have  been  sold.  The  total 
fiolra  of  that  weetc  amount  to  2250  volumes 

*'  In  five  weeks,  very  nearly  10,000  copies  have  been  aold^  indudin^ 
600  copies  Hold  to  the  Ntmegtien  Bible  A&iociution.  Had  we  hnd  i!0,i>00 
more  to  have  supplied  the  demandB,  ihey  wotUd  have  been  easily  disposed 
of/' 

In  the  fallowing  year,  1845,  a  Minister  of  the  Gospel  residing 
at  Rotterdam  gives  hia  opinion  on  the  work,  as  follows  i^ 

"  There  has  not  been  auch  a.  thirst  for  the  word  of  Life  in  this  cooutry, 
1  believe,  for  many  years,  as  has  recently  leen  excited  by  theoperatiooa  of 
your  Society.  The  thousands  of  copies,  which  have  Ijeen  disposed  of 
within  the  lu9t  twelve  or  fifteen  months,  nBurd  good  proof  of  this  ;  and 
it  ia  B  jilenftiug-  fact  to  know,  that  these  thcusanda  have  found  their  way 
amon^t  all  classes  of  the  population,  rieh  and  poor,  young:  and  old,  Pro- 
testftnt  aiid  Roman  Ciitholic,  priests  and  people.  Verily  your  Colporteurs 
have  had  no  sinecure ;  they  have  been  worked  as  hard  as  any  day- 
labourers  tn  the  land.  Indeed,  I  cnn  testify,  in  reg^ird  tn  our  worOjy 
fiiend  Van  Doqi  (the  Colporteur  stationed  at  Rotterdam),  that  lie  l«i3  not 
been  a  mere  dwj-Hhourer :  he  has  laboured  iiigfii  and  day  in  your  service. 
Uis  house  has  been  visited, — I  might  say,  UteTslly  beaie^ed, — at  aUhouni 
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by  multitudea,  eajrerly  seekjnj^  for  tlie  Bread  of  Life,  tlmt  enduretli  ft 
ever.  You  knuw  tliat  be  h^/t  lived  in  an  obacurfi  part  of  the  city,  in  x 
lane  that  wiiif  flcanwly  knoivn  to  any,  jwiv&  the  pooresf,  of  the  inhabitiints  ■ 
but  DOW  tliat  lant?,  ot  the  '  Achter  Kloster^'  of  wLtcli  it  iynna  a  part,  lA 
as  well  known  as  the  grent  cLurc:]i  of  8t.  Lawrence,  or  the  statue  of 
Erasmus,  and  almost  m  celebrated  as  either  the  one  or  the  other. 

The  extraordinary  demand  for  tlie  Sacred  Volume,  -wliich 
was  tliua  awakened  in  Holland,  continued  through  sevBral 

successive  years.  In  the  year  ending  March  1845,  the  second 
year  after  the  work  began,  the  issues  amounted  to  46,155  :  in 
the  following  year  they  reached  7&,515,  an  increase  of  above 
30,000  copies.  This  was  the  largest  annual  issue.  The  next 
was  45,495;  in  the  following  year,  30,S74.  In  sQven  years, 
the  total  isauea  had  passed  beyond  260,000  copies,  nf  which 
above  50,000  had  been  dispersed  among  Roman  Catholics  r 
from  that  period  they  suffered  some  decline. 

The  first  great  obstacle  to  the  work  in  Holland  sprang  from 
the  increased  and  energetic  opposition  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
clergy.  Two  mandates,  condemnatory  of  the  labours  of  the  So- 
ciety, were  put  fortlt  by  the  Roman  Catholic  Biahop  of  Dardanie, 
which  were  published  in  a  pamphlet,  with  a  preface  by  one 
who,  thongh  the  son  of  a  Protestant  Minister,  had  become  a 
Roman  Catholic.  As  a.  specimen  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  work  was  assaulted  and  maligned,  an  extract  from  the 
secondmandate  iagivcn  below.*  To  these  publications  Mr.  Tiddy 

»  "  Beloved  and  fuithful,  wc  again  perceive  you  exposed  to  a  danger 
which  is  daily  becomings  more  alflrming;  a&d  ag^n  we  are  eonstrained, 
by  the  3ove  which  we  bear  to  your  &ouIs  to  tbeir  Creator  and  Redeem^ 
JesuB  Christ,  to  lift  up  our  pofltoml  voice.  The  iflolemn  account  which 
we  must  one  day  give  of  your  i>iUvatioD,  and  of  the  &iicred  faith  which  itt 
dommitted  to  our  tbarg't,  obligT^s  uh  to  warn  you  moat  earneatly,  so  that 
we  may  not  ftar  the  everlasting  woe  at  which  the  holy  apoatle  Paul 
trembled  and  exclaimed — ^Woe  ia  unto  me  if  I  preach  not  the  Gpsp^H 
woe  unto  me  if  I  do  not  defend  the  truths  of  God!  (1  Cor.  ix.  10.)  It  is 
not  one  particular  virtue  of  wliich  the  d'fevil  la  now  Btrivinp-  to  deprire  you 
nor  any  speciali  duty  which  be  is  seeking  to  hinder  you  from  aucom- 
plijjhin^:  it  is  nothing  ^eaa  than  the  i'oundntion  of  the  whole  Chrijitian 
editice  which  he  is  labouring  to  undermine,  it  is  the  root  of  tb*?  tree  of 
etemiU  life  he  ia  seeking"  to  dealroy.  It  is  your  holy  faith,  bebved  Chrie- 
tiflnsj  which  the  dpvil  is  trvlug  to  take  away  ;  your  faith,  without  whir-h 
no  heavenly  virtne  cam  eiipt ;  your  fwith,  without  which  it  is  impos- 
Bible  tu  pkoae  Cod  (llvb.  xi.  G)J* 
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ttrote  an  answer,  In  the  form  of  a  letter,  wliicli  met  with  a 
rapid  and  extensive  sale  m  Holland,  nearly  21,000  copies 
having,  within  a  ahort  time,  been  brought  into  circulation. 
But  the  ditKciiIty  of  selling  to  the  Roman  CathoUce  waa  of 
courso  augmcMited* 

Anotlier  partial  obstruction  arose,  from  the  impracticability 
of  multiplying  the  books  with  sufficient  rapidity  to  meet  tho 
unusual  aud  unexpected  call.  Edition  after  editiun  was  put 
to  press,  and  alE  pmdeut  despatch  was  employed ;  still,  in 
some  instances,  the  opportunity  well  nigh  passed  away  before 
sufficient  supplies  were  ubtained. 

But  a  further  circumstance,  and  one  that  chiefly  tended  to 
circumscribe  and  curtail  tlio  Society's  work  in  Holland,  was 
one  whieh  was  regarded  by  the  Society  with  any  thing  but  a 

"  Scarcely  a  year  hm  tlapised  since  the  euoceasor  of  the  holy  Peter,  the 
j^ubsdtute  ou  eurth  of  Je^u3  Chrut^  raised  hi.*  voice  to  warn  the  wbole 
Chriatian  Church  afniiiiet  tlie  reiicvfcd  eflbrti  oi'  the  self-called  UiUe  St>- 
citilies  i  ruid  nuw,  v.ith  the  jyreatfet  grief^  we  dee  estubJished  in  Uit-  dim.-ese 
of  the  ChuFL-h  contidtd  to  our  piistoral  L:are  n  hninch  of  one  of  those  fatal 
Societies.  Yes,  faithful  and  beloved,  so  near  to  ua  ia  the  danger,  that  in 
our  very  mid^t  the  dart$  ore  for^d  with  which  the  devil  aim!*  nt  tLe 
'  heart-art«ry '  of  our  faith  :  we  hiive  been  assured  tltut  ia  our  very  midat 
B.re  printed  thuee  IxKika  which,  beiii<;,  by  a  sacrUegioun  pre.iinipT.ion,  called 
Bihl)^  writiny^i^  God'^  word^  ur  dome  such  like  Diuni',  mui^t  tend  to  make 
you  di.sohedieiit  nnd  rebellious  ag^ainfit  God'^  authority,  entnislt^d  hy  Jesua 
Christ tu  his  holy  Churf,;li.  Those  books  are  diatribvited  with  Midi  imjiudence, 
that  the  jierwiitt  who  sell  them  are  not  ponlented  \rilh  |tub]if!3y  ndver- 
ti^in^  in  the  newi<[iuperd  where  and  of  whom  they  mny  he  purchased,  hut 
tlipy  even  dare,  under  ever>'  kind  ot'pnitence,  and  with  plau.-iihle  but  hy- 
pocritical and  puinottouA  word^,  to  buwk  them  ulnut  iimou^  Rdquui  Ca- 
tholics, to  press  these  to  puruhiu^e  at  ridkulout<]y  3ow  pricey  and  even  to 
oflfer  them  the  hooka  ^TTiti!*.  Much  belnvifd  and  faithful  brethren,  nboni 
I  love  in  Jesus  Chriat,  I  be«e«ch  ynu,  by  the  love  of  your  Saviour,  and 
bv  the  love  of  your  own  pouIp,  be  earefiiily  on  ynur  pTiard,  eoperjally 
agajjist  this  artiiice  of  your  hellbh  foe,  whom  reeisl  stedfast  in  your 

faith  (I  Pet.  v.  ft) 

"  Should  any  among  you  have  already  bought  or  received  (he  books 
of  the  Bible  Society,  do  not  keep  tliem  in  your  house,  or  even  look  in 
them,  but  follow  llie  example  of  the  Epheaitmsj,  who,  at  the  voice  of  Pnul, 
threw  into  the  tire  and  burned  thuee  books  they  were  not  permitted  to 
keep  (Actd  xix.  10);  or,  if  you  pn^fer  it,  und  can  couveniently  do  bc^ 
briitjr  tiiem  to  your  priest,  or  lo  your  futher-coafcBSor,  wlioisc  advice  you 
can  follow." 
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EUROPE,  feeling  of  regret,  and  tljiit  was,  the  renewed   zeal   and  ac^vitj 
Chap~I1I    tlirown   into  the  oiierations  of  the  Netherlands  BiHe  SocielTj 
1S89-54.    and  tlie  new  plans  adopted  by  it  to  compete  with  the    friend! 
gg~  I      rivalry  which  had  arisen.     The  leading  friends  of  the  Nether^ 
Cehthal.  lands  Society^  were  not  slow  to  acknowledge  the  beueficiaJ  im 
Botlnnil.    pulse  which  the  labours  of  Mr.  Tiddy  and   hia  Colporteur 
had  given  to  Bible  operations,  nor  were  they  backward  t< 
araii    thotnaelves   of  those   improvements    in  the    kind    and 
quality  of  the  hooka,  an,d  that  reduction  of  prices,  that  had  s4 
materially  contrihuted  to  give  to  the  British  Agency  so  sudde 
and  unlooked-for  a  popularity  aroong  tlie  Dutch  people.  Thus, 
before  some  of  the  large  editions,  preparing  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  Mr.  Tiddj,  were  ready  to  he  issued,  some  earncsl 
and  commendable  exertionSj  on  tlte  part  of  the  Dutch  Society, 
had  enahlcd  them  to  take  their  share  in  the  raovemont;  and  i 
system  of  supplying  tho  Scriptarea  was  thenceforward  adopted] 
which  tendal  to  supersede  the  urgent  necessity,  and  did,  in 
fact,  to  a  considerable  extent,  diminish  the  demand  for  the  su' 
peradded  efforts  of  the  British  Society's  devoted  Agent.     Still, 
as  there  appeared  no  sufficient  reason  for  a  suspension  of  the^o 
efforts,  but  rather  tlie  contrary,  they  have  been  continued  u 
to  the  present  time,  and  not  without  tokens  of  the    Divinq 
blessing  resting  upon  them. 

The  total  issues  effected  iu  Holland  by  the  above  AgencTj 
amounted,  in  1854,  to  354,478  copies. 

Allusion  having  been  made  above  to  editions  of  the  Scrip- 
Baitiops  of  turea  passing  through  the  press  under  the  superintendence 
tEn>  Scrip-  of  jvli-.  Tiddy,  it  may  be  right,  In  this  place,  to  offer  soma 
remarks  on  tliia  point.  It  had  long  been  an  a9Certaino<l 
fact  in  the  history  of  the  Society,  that,  with  a  view  to 
economy,  as  well  as  also,  in  some  cases,  to  meet  the  prejudices 
or  preferences  of  the  people,  it  was  desirable  to  get  the  Scrip- 
tures printed  and  bound,  in  or  near  the  countries  where  they 
were  intended  to  be  circulated.  This  practice  had  long  been 
adopted,  and  carried  ont  on  a  large  scale,  by  Dr.  Pmkerton, 
under  the  sanction  of  the  Society. 

When,    therefore,    Mr.    Tiddy    became    established    at 
Brussels  as  the  Society's  Agent,  his  attention  was  naturally 
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3rawn  to  tliis  subject ;  and  he  soon  became  convinced,  that,  EUROPE 
bL'sides  meeting  the  claims  of  economy,  much  might  bie  done  chap^III 
towards  improving  the  quality  of  the  books,  both  as  regatded  1839-54. 
the  paper  and  printing,  and  also  the  binding;  thus  rendering 
the  volume  at  once  more  attractive  and  valuable.  To  this 
object  he  assiduously  devoted  himself,  and  with  an  ultimate 
success  which  not  a  little  surprised  those  best  at-quikinted  wilh 
the  difficulties  with  which  he  had  to  contend.  By  his  skiltiil 
management  the  end  was  obtained,  through  the  medium  of 
enterprising  private  parties,  without  involving  tlie  Society  in 
any  responsibility.  Books  printtni  under  his  superintendence. 
Soon  bore  away  the  palm  of  superiority,  and  Jjave  beconae 
popular  in  Holland,  France,  Germany^  and  other  countries. 
Indeed,  it  was  the  appearance  and  quality  of  the  books,  com- 
bined with  tlietr  cheapness,  that  scwmed  to  give  the  first  im- 
pulse to  tlie  astonishing  sales  effected  in  Holland ;  and  sub- 
sequent extraordinary  sales,  to  which  we  shail  have  to  refer, 
in  Cologne  nnd  in  SwitzeiOand,  may  doubtless,  in  part  at  least, 
be  traced,  to  the  same  cause ;  for  everywhere,  books  from  this 
quarter  proved  among  the  most  acceptable 

From  the  above  statement  it  will  appear,  that  superin- 
tending the  printing  of  the  Scriptures  became  an  important 
branch  of  the  BelgJc  Agency*  Numerous  and  extensive 
editions  of  the  Scriptures,  in  Flemish,  French,  Dutch,  and 
German,  have  been  printed  at  Brussels,  Breda,  and  Cologne; 
and  at  Brussels  and  Cologne  the  work  is  atili  carried  forward 
on  a  large  scale.* 

The  Biblical  field  in  BelgiuQa  had  now  undergone  a  protty 
foil  cultivation ;  few  an\}'  were  the  towns  and  villages  re-   ExMrnioo 
maining,  which  had  not  been  visited  again  and  again,  so  that  ^J^\'. 
the    start'  of  Colporteurs  had   required   to   be   considerably  operiiioDj 
lessened.     The  operations  also  in  Holland,  which  had  opened  j^g  g^*^° 
on  80  large  a  scale,  had  been  placed  under  suitable  supervision, 
and,  indeed,  had  been,  to  some  extent,  superseded  by  the 
quickened  energy  and  activity  of  the  Netherlands  Society. 
Mr.  Tiddy,  therefore,  was  now  more  at  liberty  to  direct  hia 

•  The  probaMe  total  number  of  copies  priuied  under  Mr,  Tiddy's  su- 
perinteiideace,   and  during:  li»  Agency,  nmoiints  to  uj^-wardfi  of  half  a 
K    million. 
■  H   H   2 
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ECKOPE.  attention  to  other  quarters;  and  the  Rheniah  provinces  pre- 
"ni    ^^^^^  themselves  as  affording  a.  pronusing  sphere  for  further 
18S9-54.    investigation  and  culture. 

Skct  I  ^"  *^^  autumn  of  1847,  Mr.  Tiddy  succeeded,    after  en- 

Cextkal.    countering  numerous  impediments,  in  opening  a  dep6t  for  the 
~        sale  of  the  Scriptures  at  Cologne,  which  was  also    selected 
CiiLjinQ.     gs  tlie  centre  of  a  system   of  Colportnge,   to  be    attempted 
for  the  benefit  of  the  siUTounding  countiieg.     Here  be  soon 
met  with  unexpected  encouragement.     By  the  eloae  of  March 
1848,  9493  copies  of  the  Scriptures  had  been  issued,  *'  These," 
Mr.  Tiddji  states,  "  had  been  distributed  in  various   places, 
D^t  fat     and  to  every  class  of  persons,  one  copy  here,  another  there, 
^F?uoeB.    ^  grains  of  the  incorruptible  seed.    The  df-pOt   had   also 
been  visited  by  people  of  all  sorta  and  ranks,  ^ugh  and  low, 
rich  and  poor;   some  imbued  with  deep  reverence  for  the 
Sacred  Volume^  others  jesting  and  sneering,  but  still  buying ; 
some,   who  through    the    Scriptures    had    become  wise    unto 
salvation  ;    others,  deeply  ignorant,   and  i'rankly  confessing 
that  ihey  knew  not  what  the  Bible  was— that  they  had  never 
possessed  or  seen  one  before.     The  Colporteurs  also  had  gone 
to  the  mansions  of  the  wealthy  and  great,  and  to  the   humble 
cottages  of  the  poor  and  needy,  commissioned  by  that  God 
with  whom  there  is  no  respect  of  persons.     About  one-third 
of  the  volumes  distributed,  were  purchased  by  Iloman  Ca- 
tliolics."     In   the   coui'se   of  the   following  year,  tlic   bsues 
amounted  to  26,876,  of  which  14,834  were  sold  by  Colpor- 
teurs, and  12,044  from  the  d(f'p6t.     The  work  thus  rapidly 
satisfactorily  ohtaineil  a  footing  in  those  provinces. 

The  sphere  of  Mr.  Tiddy's  operations  had  now  beco: 
gi'eatly  enlarged,  consisting  in  fact  of  three  distinct  Agencies; 
but  he  was  happy  in  meeting  with  valuable  and  devoted  assis- 
tants. Mr.  Chevalier,  who  had  at  first  the  charge  of  tlic  d(?pot 
at  Amsterdam,  was  succeeded  hy  Mr.  Van  der  Bom,  w 
steadily  and  satisfactorily  fulfils  the  duties  of  Ins  office.  T 
d^p6t  at  Cologne  was  entrusted  to  Mr.  Edward  Millard, 
when  he  was  called  away  from  his  position  to  undertake 
experimental  mission  in  Austria,  he  was  succeeiled  by 
brother,  Mr.  N.  B.  Millard,  who  with  equal  assiduity  and  di 
geuce   occupies   the    i>ost   assigned   to  him.      The  d^^p&t  at 
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Brussels  remained  more  immediatety  under  Mr*  Tiddy*8  own  Europe, 
eye. 

For  reaaotis  already  menttaned,  the  distributioaa  of  the 
Scriptures  iii  Belgium  and  Holland  became,  after  a  time, 
ruther  slackened ;  though  they  continued  to  be,  in  the  latttT 
country  especially,  by  no  means  inconsiderable,  and  the  labours 
of  the  Colpurteura,  several  of  whom  weiii  still  employed,  con- 
tiunod  to  furnish  many  gratifying  instonees  of  usefulness. 
It  waa,  however,  in  comiectiun  Vkith  the  ddp6t  at  Cologne,  that 
the  cliief  success  was  ^ritnessed.  Here  the  work  prospered 
exceedingly. 

Thus  the  distribution,  which,  as  we  have  aeen,  amounted  ui 
the  firat  year  to  about  26,000,  in  the  next  year  reached  46,615 
volumes;  and  at  this  time  260,lXM]i  copies  of  the  Sacred  Scrii^ 
turea,  in  various  editionsj  were  in  the  press,  under  the  super- 
intendence of  Mr.  Tiddy.* 

The  correapondeuce  of  the  year  supplied  a  large  number  of 
interesting  incidents.  The  following  very  simple,  yet  touch- 
ing one,  is  here  introduced.  It  relates  to  the  dt'put  at  Co- 
logne:— 

"  A  girl,  about  Hfteen  years  of  ag¥,  used  to  come  regiikrly  every  morn-* 
ing*,  about  liall-padt  nine  D't;^kf  to  read  a  cbaptri'  in  llm  Bible  which  wua 
placed  iu  the  wiaduw.     Bvtry  morning,  when  tlie  dhop  wa*  ojienedj,  a. 

■  The  ftiUowitig"  table  of  dwtributiotis  in  esich  province,— in  the  course 
vf  the  year, — will  ehow  that  ihn  Scripture  were  diS'usvd  ihrougli  every 
part  of  the  district  coufidt^l  to  the  care  of  Ihi*  Agency : — 

15,717  vols,  were  dissemiimftd  in  Hheuieh  Pruseia, 


0,073 

„    in  Oldeubury,  Bremeo,  and  Brenterhaven. 

0,450 

„     in  HdnoTer. 

9,886 

„    in  Hamburg-. 

•2,1)73 

„     in  ift^klenburg". 

1,536 

„     iu  Ltibeck,  IluiUteia,  uiid  udjouuit  parts. 

3,(180 

„    in  sundry  atkei  parta  of  Gerauuiy. 

46.610 

-votumes. 

'  the  eye  b  cast  wver  a  maji  of  tbti  district,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  WM  com- 
pletely covered  «'ith  these  tnWuni. 

One  very  plcaKUg*  feature  of  the  Colportage  in  Grnnuny  waa  ihe 
favouc  the  wort  met  with  smongA  the  Raman  Catholic  pojmlatiou..  'Ilie 
finst  edition  of  10,iXhJ  of  Kiatetuaker's  Ti^tiimrnt,  was  run  off  iu  a  few 
months,  oud  a  fecund  edition  which  left  the  pre«i^  met  irith  a  rt>aUy  iind 
cuustaut  liult. 
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fresh  leaf  was  turned  over,  anil,  aliortly  after,  the  girl  would  come.  She 
did  not,  like  most  otliera,  atare  at  the  foreign  ediliona,  but  iuimedialdT 
went  to  herown  book,  read,  through  her  page,  and  went  away.  This  lasted 
for  about  three  montha.  Afterwards  eixe  vm  not  seeu.  She  may  hnve 
been  tfiken  off  by  the  cholera,  which  waa  violent  at  that  time  in  Cologne. 
Perhaps  we  shftll  find  the  sequel  to  this  aimjile  story  in  a  hetter  world." 

The  next  year  the  distributions  amounted  to  above  55,000 
copies,  notwithstanding  that  considerable  opposition  showed 
itself  in  several  quarters,  especially  on  the  part  of  those  Minis- 
ters who  were  in  fr-voutf  of  the  Apocrypha;  and  their  number 
was  by  no  means  small.  At  one  conference  of  Ministers,  it 
Was  proposed  to  form  a  Society  to  prevent  the  Apocrypha 
being  taken  away  from  the  (Lutheran)  National  Chuj-ch,  This 
hostility  to  nnapoeryphal  Bibles  is  spread  very  widely,  and 
still  foi'insj  in  many  parts,  a  great  liindrance  to  the  labours  of 
the  Colporteurs.  It  is  as  strongly  evinced  by  many  of  the 
Protestantj  as  it  is  by  the  Homan  Catholic  clergy. 

A  very  valuable  Colporteur  died  this  year  in  Belgium,  of 
the  name  of  Ost-e  Derbeeq*  An  interesting  account  of  his  life 
and  labunrs  Wii3  furnished  in  a  letter  of  Mr.  Tiddy,  a  small 
part  of  whieh  is  here  introduced,  to  stir  np  the  friends  of  the 
Society  to  gratitude  to  God,  who  raises  np  such  instrnmenta 
for  carrying  on  its  important  work. 

"Derbecq  waa  appointed  in  1839.  Never  hare  you  had  a.  more  fiutli- 
ful,  zealous,  or  pioua  CoIpo]'teur  ;  hia  whole  life  was  absorljed  by  hLt  work  : 
it  wiiB  reullj  '  his  meat  and  bis  drink  to  do  the  Work  of  his  heuvenly 
Father,'  As  Baon  bb  be  hnd  returned  from  ope  journey,  lie  bepin  to  pre- 
pare for  nnotber,  and  was  never  easy  until  he  was  ag;ain  on  his  rounds 
often  baving  unfinished,  os  Ma  wife  has  since  informed  me,  work  which 
he  h^iid  lif-gain  at  home  or  in  his  onrhard, 

"The  Lord  blessed  him  with  a  most  remnrkable  degree  of  succeaa.  I 
isJculiite  that  he  distributed  fit  Ien9.t  1&,CKJ0  volumes,  dwring  hia  eleven 
yeara'  serviee,  mid  offered  the  Scriptures  to  more  than  2CHJ,U0O  peisona. 
His  deep-toned  pic!ty  and  profound  humility,  made  bira  a  wekcme  Tiaitor 
whereTer  he  went.  High  and  low^  learned  nnd  njdcarnpd,  gladly  received 
him  and  lisfened  to  bis  words.  Jrany,  many  of  rlionewhn  had  persecuted 
him  when  he  flmt  virtitijd  them,  l}ecnme  afterwvrde  liia  wannei.t  friciida. 
Hia  reports,  trODBlntions  of  which  I  have,  iiftea  sent  you,  Fibowed  a  tho- 
rough iMiquaintftnce  with  the  word  of  God,  and  a  lively  reuJi-iution  of  ira 
blewed  truth's.  UU  discuasiona  with  Iloinan  ('atbolic  pnefits  and  their 
ng-enl«,  were  full  of  hcdy  boldness  ar.d  faithful  testimony  to  tbe  grace  of 
God.  Perhflpfl  no  man  has  done,  in  the  time,  mote  for  Ilis  Maater'A  caxiae, 
than  our  mutih-bplored  friend." 
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Though  the  above  maj  be  rerrarcleJ  as  a  somewliat  remark-  EITROPE 
able  case,— Dorbecq  bas  been  called  llio  prince  of  Colporteurs, 
— stil!  instances  of  ^reiit  devotefltn:aa,  zcalj  patient  sufluring, 
and  perscveranco,  accompanied  with  eminent  success  too,  are 
by  no  means  unusnal,  among  this  numerous  and  important  class 
of  labourers,  in  tins  part  as  well  as  otln^rs  of  the  Biblical  field. 

In  the  three  next  succeedinf^  years,  bringing  the  account  up 
to  the  cloee  of  the  year  of  Jubilee,  the  Issues  from  the  tliree 
df^pfita  under  Mr.  Tiddy's  cliarge  were  conjointly  as  fol- 
lows :~In  1852,  &9,240;  in  1853,  92,817;  and  In  1854, 
103,065.  Of  tliese,  the  largest  issues  were  from  the  Cologne 
dt^p6t,  being,  in  tbe  respective  years  above  mentiouedj  68,014, 
64,481,  69,238. 

The  total  issues  from  the  three  Agencies,  up  to  March  1854, 
■were  as  follows  : — 


Belgium,  from  Sept.  1835  .  202,865 
Holland,  from  Jan.  1844  .  354,478 
Cologne,  from  July   1847     .     342,225 


899,568  volumes. 


ToUl  of 
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d«r  Mr. 

TiJdy's 

AgEDCf. 
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The  above  issues  are  irrespective  of  copies  supplied  to 
other  Agencies,  or  forwarded  to  the  Society's  depot  in  Earl 
Street,  whicli  now  be«,'aa  to  anionnt  to  considerable  tiumlicrB; 
for  the  Ijooks  pritittd  at  Brussels  and  Colot^ne  were,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  excellent  quality  and  low  prices,  hi  growing 
demand^not  for  Mr,  TiJJyV  A(;cncy  only,  but  for  other  depots 
and  countries.  Thus,  in  tlie  ttiree  jears  just  mentioned,  these 
e^ttra  issues,  not  includeil  in  the  above  tables,  amounted  respec- 
tively to  18,696,  26,639,  62,410  volumes. 

Observant  of  this  demand  (which  has  since  considerably  in- 
creased)*  the  Society  rhouglit  it  right  to  sanction  the  multiplying 
of  editions,  from  tlie  presses  which  had  thus  successfnlJy  com- 
peted in  providing  the  Scriptures  in  so  acceptable  a  form.  To 
this  result,  the  indeta livable  efforts  of  Mr.  Tiddy  mainly  con* 
tributed;  and  no  small  mocd  of  praise  is  also  dae  to  those 
enterprising  individuals  who,  under  Mr.  Tiddy's  dirc-ction,  but 
at  their  own  risk,  have  done  so  much  to  raise  the  character  of 
this  branch  of  manufactory,  in  these  dlft'erent  comitries,  and 
thus  to  aid  the  general  work  of  Bible  distribution. 
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Wo  have  already  alluded  to  the  favourable  opinion  e» 
pressed  by  clergymen  and  others,  occasional  visitors  to  th 
Cuntineiit,  of  the  works  carried  on  hy  the  Society  and 
Agent  in  the  countries  now  under  review.  To  these  test] 
monies  we  may  add  the  following,  from  one  of  the  Society' 
Domestic  Agents,  Rev.  T.  FliillipSj  who  having;,  in  IS.53 
made  a  short  tour  through  each  part  of  Mr,  Tiddy*8  6el 
of  labour,  furnished  an  accoimt  of  the  result  of  his  ohsel 
vatioTiSt  The  extract  suhjoined  relates  more  particularly 
Bclgiam. 

"  It  ift  delightful  to  compnTe  the  present  with  the  poet,  when  tJie  coQ 
trust  13  fuvounible  to  the  best  interests  uf  our  fellow 'Crctiture&.  fielgin 
fumiaheii  SMdi  a  coiitraS't.  In  the  year  loHo,  TindDl,  the  Urst  trauAlat 
and  puUiaher  of  the  Eng-li.'*lillib]e,i'iif}'er(?il  martjrdom  at  Villevorde,  ai 
UruaaeLs.  In  tli«  year  1&35,  the  Dihie  Society  sent  an  ng^nt  to  in^s 
and  to  cerry  on  the  work  toinnK^iicetl  l>y  the  Martyr  300  yenrs  before 
"nnd  it  is  Jelig-htful  («  know  that,  from  a  city  only  six  milea  difltaut  fron 
the  8]>at  where  thi:  trnfric  scene  was  enacted,  there  have  been  seat 
und  distributed,  in  U^l»^um  alone,  about  200,000  cojii^  of  the  sacred 
Inme  I  There  are  good,  reaaona  for  believing  that  this  greut  dl-^tributii 
of  Um  Scn^iturefl  boa  produced  importiint  refiidts.  The  travellerj  ia  paw 
lug  hastily  ihioug^h  Itelgium,  Iwholda  Popery  rsunptmC  everywhere,  vi 
withuut  the  inoral  jiower  to  rfistmin  vice  und  immorahty ;  and,  seeing' i 
tbJA,  Tony  l>e  led  to  canclude  tliut  the  Bible  in  Ud^nuni  has  done  do  grp(>4 
ond  tli»t  it  Iiaa  €iPrciped  no  saving  intJuence  orer  the  ccinsdiences  nnd  liv 
of  the  community.  Lfi>on  iiiquiry,  however,  it  will  he  fomiil,  thut  ii 
untlei'-vurreiit  of  kuowledji^  nnd  cunvicdon  flows,  iLnd  that  in  many  plaoa 
it  has  appeared  above  ground,  affticlijig"  the  surface  of  society.  On  llie  day 
ftftermy  arrival,  the  '  Belgian  Kvanpeliail  Hocjety'  held  ita  Annual  ML'et' 
inp,  whiiih  waa  Attended  by  about  250  persons — the  Proleetant*  of  Ilru^se^ 
and  the  neig-hbauring- towns.  There  were  present,  paators  and  repr%»eDi» 
dvH  from  about  Bixtet:n  difltirent  vonirre^tions,  8C4ittered  throughout  thi 
countrV.  I  wad  informed  thiit  the  majority  of  the  p;ii;tors  and  tht^r  aoor 
gregntiooB  are  to  Iw  repifded  as  the  fruit  of  Uible  Society  labouts^  J 
the  tirfit  instnnre,  the  Colporteur  bniaka  up  the  fallow  ground,  bows  ihl 
gYiod  iH-fd,  whkih,  by  God'fl  bleBsiiifr,  spring's  iipwarda  in  the  couveivioD 
n  few  individualu  here  and  there.  Tbe  tvanf^list  falluws— the  i»eapU 
are  viait^d  and  efnthered  together^ — little  (jhucvbeii  are  formed;  and  thev^ 
agBin,  are  fed  with  heavenly  bread  from  the  stored  of  the  Uiblt*  .Society," 

The  experience  of  Belt^ium  has  been  also  that  of  the  othei 
countries  now  under  review,  so  far  as  tbedifl'erencc  of  circum- 
stances, and  tlie  tJrae  occupied  In  their  cultivation,  would  allow. 
The  Bible  is  the  precursor  of  many  hleasinga,  social  as  wi-Il 
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as  personal,  secnlar  as  well  as  sacred ;  and  its  influence,  when  edrope. 
attended  byGoda  blessing,  is  vivifying,  genial,  and  expansive,  „  ""... 
in.  a  truly  surprising  degree.  IS39-&4. 


With  the 


connection 


r  of  Jubilee^  closed  Mr,  Tidi  ^ 
with  the  Society,  as  one  of  its  continental  Agents  ;  which  office 
he  had  held  for  more  than  eighteen  years.  An  appointment 
wlii;:h  he  accepted  na  Minister  of  a  congregation  near  London, 
recalled  hini  to  this  country.  In  drawing  up  hia  final  report, 
Mr.  Tiddy  adverts  to  several  facts,  ilJnstrativc  of  the  state  in 
which  the  vai'ions  countries  embraced  in  his  Agency  were 
found,  at  the  time  when  his  Agency  terminated. 

In  Belgium,  the  distributions,  as  compared  with  thoae  in 
HuIIand  and  Germany,  had  become  small.  Two  Colporteurs 
were  thought  s,nfficiiant  for  carrying  on  the  work  tliat  remained; 
for  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  multitude  was  still  Papist, 
and  after  a  circulation  of  200,000  volumes  in  the  country,  sales 
could  only  be  accomplished  at  a  slow  rate.  A  remarkable 
contention  liad  stiil  to  be  endured  with  Roman  episcopal  oppo- 
sition and  priestly  influence,  and  with  superstition,  prejudice, 
and  ignoraiice;  to  say  nothing  of  the  enmity  of  the  natural 
heart  in  every  man.  The  hostility  of  the  Ruman  Catholic 
clergy,  was  the  same  as  when  the  work  was  begun-  The 
Bishop  of  Bruges,  who,  in  1836,  issued  the  fir&t  ordinance 
against  the  Society,  had  been  succeeded  in  his  office  by  another 
Bishop,  the  author  of  two  volumes,  published  in  1848,  against 
tlie  Society  and  its  labours:  and  the  latter,  in  1853,  bad  issned 
a  pastoral  letter  of  the  same  hostile  character.  In  consequence 
of  this  opposition,  Belgium  profited  little  by  the  year  of  Jubilee, 
and  no  opening  offered  itself,  as  in  Holland  and  Gennanj,  for 
the  placing  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  in  the  prisons  and  hos-' 
pitals  of  the  land.  A  request  made  to  the  prison  authorities 
at  Liige,  for  permission  to  place  the  Scriptures  in  the  cells  of 
a  prison  there,  was  refused,  through  the  influence  of  the  priests 
attending  the  prison. 

The  work  in  Holhtnd,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  continued 
as  usual.  A  grant,  consistuig  of  7320  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ments, was  made,  as  a  Jubilee  Memorial  to  Holland.  These 
were   gratuitously   diatributcd,   uud«r  the   direction   of  Mr. 
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Van   der    Bonij   the    Society^a   valuable  Dejiositary  at  A 
sterdam. 

Of  the  copies  given,  5231  were  placed  in  99  schools,  « 
taining  above  9400  scholars,  among  whom  only  1656  copi 
the  Sci'iptures  we^^?  to  be  fouwd,  before  tliese  grants  were  i 
to  them.  In  36  of  the  schools,  containing  nearly  30OO  sdiol 
there  was  not  a  single  copy  of  tlie  word  of  God.  TJiere  wi 
given  to  alms-houses  and  hospitals,  467  Bibles  and  Testanien 
to  prisons,  327  ;  and  273  copies  were  placed  in  churches  atteni 
by  pool'  congregations. 

At  Cologne,  and  in  the  sphere  connected  with  it,  notwi 
standing  the  continued  opposition  experienced,  owing  to 
absence  of  the  Apocrypha,  the  work  was  going  on  ateadlE 
and,  from  aliundaut  teattmoniea  received  from  various  quarte 
appeared  to  be  approciateiL 

Tlie  proposal  lo  supply  prisons  and  hospitals  witli  a  Jubi 
grflnt,  opt^ncd  an  interesting  and  widely-extending  field  for 
Society's  bounty.  A  volntninous  correspondence  was  ente 
into  with  various  authorities  and  iiuUviduaJs;  and,  general 
speaking*  a  great  willingness  was  found,  on  the  part  of 
Direetors  and  Chaplains  at*  prisons  and  hnspitals,  to  receive  t 
Scriptures  for  the  use  of  those  comuutted  to  their  care. 

The  Provincial  Committee  for  Inner  Missions  in 
Rhenisli  Provinces,  baving  heard  of  the  Soeiety^s  inteutio 
kindly  oflered  to  flttej]d  to  the  placing  the  Jubilee  Scriptn 
in  the  Cantonal  prisons  in  those  provinces,  in  which  prisonci 
are  temporarily  detained  white  being  conveyed  from  one  plai 
to  the  other ;  and  where,  also,  j>Ersons  are  confined  for  taitti 
offences  dui'ing  brief  periods,  sometimes,  however,  for  t 
space  of  several  weeks,  or  even  montlis.  In  the  district 
DUaseldorf  there  are  76;  in  that  of  Aix-la-Chapclle,  17  ; 
that  of  Cologne,  19;  in  that  of  Treves,  28;  and  in  tliat 
Cobleiitz,  31  such  prisons. 

There  were,  thus,  191  prisons  supplied  with  the  Scriptur 
during  the  Jubilee  year  of  the  Society,  indopeiideotof  the  larj 
prisojis.  It  appears  that  these  distributions  amounted  to  238 
Bibles  and  234H  Testamenta.  Several  of  the  prisons  enumerat 
are  very  large,  containing  from  600  to  1200  pridoners.  Tl 
letters  received  from  the  diflcrent  Directoi's  prove  fiufficientl 
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that  the  Bibles  were  considered  as  a  most  acceptable  aiid  valu- 
able gift. 

In  consequence  of  Mr.  Tiddy  a  withdrawment  fi'om  the  post 
ho  had  so  long  and  sut'ceasfully  occupied,  a  new  ariajigometit 
for  carrying  on  the  Society's  work  in  the  above  countries 
became  requisite;  and  one  immediately  presented  itself,  whieh 
promised  to  seeure  a  prosecution  of  the  same  plana  which, 
through  the  favour  of  God,  had  already  proved  so  successful* 
Ml'.  Van  der  Hum  remained  in  charge  of  the  Depository  at 
Amsterdam ;  Mr.  N.  B.  Millard,  as  Depositary  at  Cologne, 
continiied  to  conduct  the  work  there;  and  Mr.  John  Kirk- 
patrit'k,  who  liad  acted  as  clerk  under  Mr.  Tlddy,  was  now 
appointed  to  the  uianagement  of  the  dt^pot  in  Brussels.  Mr- 
Tiddj  yielded  to  tho  request  of  tlie  Committee  to  take,  for  a 
time,  the  general  oversight  of  these  Agencicsj  so  fiir  as  bis 
residence  in  tliis  country,  and  his  other  duties,  would  allow. 

It  remains  only  to  add  here,  that,  on  the  retirement  of  Mr. 
Tiddy,  the  Committee  thought  it  right  to  present  him  with  a 
gratuity  of  £100,  as  a  token  of  the  sense  entertained  by  tbem 
of  his  long-continued,  faithful,  mid  efficient  services. 

SwiTXERLAND  ANi>  NoitTnEiiN  Italt.— Tlic  Biblo  Society 
has  from  the  first,  as  this  history  has  already  shown,  had  warm 
and  zealous  Tricnds  in  Switzerland.  Kindred  Institutions  were 
early  established  in  all  its  principal  cantons  and  cities,  by  which 
means  a  very  considerable  circulatioii  waa  eft'ected :  still,  how- 
ever, it  was  thought  that  amongst  its  Protestant  population,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  Roman  Catholic  cantons,  the  Scriptures 
might  be  much  more  extensively  ditiused*  A  devoted  friend  of 
the  Society,  Lieutenant  Graydon,  R.N.,  a  gentleman  who  had 
been  for  some  years  resident  in  Switzerland,  and  formerly  an 
active  agent  in  diatiibuling  the  Scriptures  in  Spain,  having 
had  his  attention  drawn  to  the  subject,  wrote  to  the  Society  in 
London,  begging  to  be  enti-ustcd  with  considerable  supplies 
of  tlie  Scriptures  in  certain  specified  forms,  chiefly  uf  the  stiiall 
and  ornamented  editions,  which  ho  proposed  himself  to  offer  for 
sale  ;  travelling,  for  ibis  purpose,  from  place  to  place,  with  no 
other  charge  to  the  Society  than  the  expenses  of  the  uudertaking. 
The  Committee*  with  much  pleasure,  forwarded  to  Mr.  Gray- 
don several  hundred  copies,  with  which  to  begin  his  mission. 
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The  following  is  the  report  of  his  first  attempt ;  It  was 
at  Neufhatel,  where  he  was  then  residing  :   this  wag  tow, 
the  close  of  the  year  1845  : — 

"  It  is  with  a  heart  full  of  joj  and  jn^ititude  to  the  Lord,  that  I  tak 
my  pen  to  inlonn  you  thiit  two  tases  of  Kew  Testamaita  hate  onivod 
When  the  la&t  L-ame  to  huuil,  I  tlidught  I  ehouM  have  a  ^ufficitmt  nut 
of  cupiefi  in  Freiivh,  to  meet  any  probahle  demand  that  mig'bt  be 

Wtw^en  this  and  the  new  year For  tiic  lajt  tliree  dAyss, 

men  and  workwomen  have  been  flowing  in  to  jmrdi!i.ie  ;  so  that,  ty 
time  to-morrow,  it  is  probable  not  one  copy  will  remnin  of  the  70*)  «^ 
in  Fri-n<;h  and  German,  rMcived  twelve  daya  apo  from  your  depot, 
from  Urus6«L4 !     AlmuAt  every  purchaser  waa  of  the  lower  and 

lowest  clflSB,  and  all  espreasedj  more  or  less,  of  gratitude 

whole  town  of  7000  inLuliitanta,  ie  in  a  ferment  aliout  it. 

After  ail   interval  of   several  weeks,  during  ■which   fil 
supplies  of  the  Scrijitures  were  prepared  and  consigned, 
GrayJon  returned   to   his    work,  with    encouragement 
awaiting  him. 

"  I  write  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  2:2d  Januarj*  (Ifiift),  I 
wenced  the  sale ;  and  although  the  weather  wju  theiij  and  has  been 
Bince,  very  wet  and  fltomiy,  yet  in  right  dujs  have  I  sold  017  oopii 
obyut  four  hundred  individuids,  jmd  a  far  hir^-er  number  woulij 
been  taken,  had  the  copies  ijeea  of  Odtervald'S  version,  whidi  ia  the 
in  uae  hi  all  the  acbook  of  this  umton. 

Shortly  afterwards  he  writes : — 

"1  hud  acttpcfcly  pooled  my  letter,  when  I  was  oWig^d  to  curtnH 
BoIe  of  the  French  copies,  in  order  to  preserve  some  for  the  ^ 
days'  fair  of  thjj^  town,  which  coxumenceii  on  the  18th  instant  (Fi 
and  to  which  very  many  of  the  uihubitiint^  of  the  mouorain  diittz 

come The  fair  haaju&t  dosed,  nnd  it  will  surely  cause  you 

much  miti^factioii  to  leurn,  that  between  the  Hiil  of  January  and 
morning,  t  have  sold  tU84  curies  to  u  mu^t  goodly  numlx^r  of  purchoA 
perhafH  7U0.  They  were  sold  at  a  franc  each,  nearly  or  wmethin^ 
tlntn  CDst  price.  Had  the  French  t;opies  been  of  the  veniiou  of  Oat^rvi 
the  only  version  used  in  the  puliUc  achoola  of  this  canton,  it  ia  }irob« 
tliat  Ave  hundred  more  copies  would  have  been  now  sold." 

In  the  beginning  of  April,  Mr.  Graydon  proceeded  to 
city  of  Berne,  where,  aa  will  tie  seen  by  the  following e^trac 
he  wns  ^luddened  and  cheerej  by  fiu-tber  tokens  of  success, 

"On  the  2d  instant,  I  left  Naughatel  in  my  little  bng-^Rge-van,  chm; 
wijh  l-tS?  topieft  of  tlie  New  Te-ilaiuent,  747  of  which  were  in  tJit 
C3H  ill  French,  and  the  re^t  in  ItflJiun  and  Bugluih-     I  arrived  here 
on  the  same  evening'.    At  four  o'clock  the  next  day,  I  (ximmenoed 
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sale  in  the  princijwl  hoU;!.     The  news  of  thp  Mle  moo  8}ire«d  throufrh  the    EUROPE. 

town,  and  lij  ei^'ht  o'clucfc  I  bad  sold  about  yOO  cupies.     On  the  Monday 

folluwinif,  I  suld  nearly  800,  but  od  T  jesday  the  mile  beuaine  lefts  aUiilHuted, 

my  GermaH  cojuffs  without  PsiUma  iK^ing- exhttusttd  ;  and  yesterday,  I  m)d 

the  Imt  of  lh(»e  with  Pmlma,  and  bad  to  seed  to  the  DL^^enting  SAiai^ua 

for  ony  co|>i«d  lie  mif^ht  have  by  him.    He  liud  but  tn-enty-oiw.    They 

vient  aW  intituntlr.     Ever  since,  up  to  this  very  moment,  Che  danAnd  i& 

moat  fully  HbltK^t^iineil,  hut,  ola^l   not  a  copy  m  Oermivn  to  fiell,  aiiii^  liut 

eveuinp,     I  Imve  yet  about  it»0  in  Freiiich  remaininf^;  tlify  ftrt"  dilililiirth- 

iug-  g^ruduidly.     All  my  Enpliah   and    Italitin    soon    went.      In  vuin 

ahould  I  attempt  to  describe  the  deeply-inttresling  aen^^ntion  the  bt<!s»iHl 

work  created  iu  all  runka  of  society, — rich   and  poor,  young'  and   old, 

flowinjj  in,  in  one  unceasing  file;  parent*^  purchiwing  fwr  their  childfen— 

nil  filled  with  joy,  and  very  many  expre^ing-  the  mu^t  hcurty  thuuiLa  to 

th«  Society  for  thinking  '  ao  opportunely  *  of  tbem." 

Tliree  thousiind  tliree  hundred  and  fifty-three  copies  m  the 
whole,  were  thus  quickly  disposed  of,  in  French,  German^ 
Italian^  and  English.  A  second  sale  took  place  in  Berne, 
when,  hi  a  few  days,  1200  more  eoptea  were  dispoaed  of. 

The  canton  of  Argovia  was  visited  by  Mr.  Gmydon,  who 
was  repeatedly  adiuooished  of  tlie  dangers  that  would  in  all 
probability  attend  his  mission  ;  but  he  writes — - 

"  I  hirt;d  a  ^tand  in  the  very  eentre  of  the  fair,  whitrb  was  greatly 
crowded,  und  had  acoTL^ly  opened  a  case  of  New  TeftUiinenf*,  when  most 
willing  pnrchosers  prPSfUttfd  ibemselvefl.  In  the  course  of  the  day,  &oia 
two  to  lhr»-'e  hundred  copies  were  purchoKed  at  my  unvjiryin^  price  of 
one  Freni-h  franc,  The  followinp  dny  the  fair  ended  at  noon ;  one 
hundred  and  hftj  more  topiea  wer«disi'oeed  of.  Several  i>CRons  ap|>eared 
to  l>e  very  ^lad,  uud  made  many  remarks  on  the  very  great  need  and  seA- 
sonuhknefie  of  tho  work  there,  and  in  the  canton.  The  purchasera  ap- 
peared to  ho  wholly  compofred  of  the  middling  and  lower  cliuse?. 

He  next  proceeded  to  the  celebrated  baths  of  Schlnznacb, 
where  he  was  enabled  to  dispose  of  70  copies  ;  and  a  few  diiya 
afterwards,  he  toolc  his  plnce  at  a  fair  in  the  small  town  of 
Zofiugen,  wberej  in  une  day,  be  sold  nearly  400  copies.  On 
liis  way  back  to  Berne,  he  arrived  at  the  large  town  of  Bourg- 
dorf,  where  the  keq>er  of  tlie  hotel  offered  to  send  a  little  girl, 
only  twelve  years  old,  from  house  to  house,  with  copies  to  still. 
In  the  course  of  two  hours,  dnring^  which  Mr.  Graydon  had  to 
remain,  this  little  one  sold  above  thirty  copies,  and  the  hotel- 
keeper,  A  widow,  volunteered  cheerfully  to  lake  charge  of  some 
copies  to  dispose  of  as  might  be  required.     The  result  of  this 
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short  journey  was  a  sale  of  857  copies,  and  289  pUl:^ed  b  i 

way  to  secure  tlieir  speedy  purchase.* 

His  next  viait  wM  to  Lugimo,  where,  however,  lie  di<i  tui 
meet  with  the  same  kind  of  eiicouragenient,  but  was  obli^ 
to  coDtt^iit  biinsclf  with  leaving  soiue  copies  in  deiJOt.  H» 
afterwards  proceeded  to  Lausanne.  Art  account  of  his  pri" 
ceedings  thcro  is  here  given. 

"  I  left  LuEfono  with  nenrly  1200  copies  of  tlie  Kew  Testament,  dudj 
in  Prench.     I  arrir^d  at  Laiisjiime  the  same  ni^bt.      The    next  and  lli 
foilowing  days  were  poaaed  in  viaitin;^  some  Chiiatiaa  ftieuds,  ami  \uub- 
ing  to  their  Opinions  and  advice.    T}iej  appeared  to  be  all  of  one  ttoad, 
that  notlliitg  but  lions  kept  the  city  by  night  and  by  day,    .    .    ,    ,  irn- 
tion  und  disappointraent  would  be  luy  lot,  with,  perhaps,  renewed  oWdqnf 
and  vexation  to  lliems^lvefl.   But,  blessed  be  the  Lord,  whtsae  peculiar  pw- 
Tince  it  is  Imth  to  curb  the  wicked^  to  iwjt  bounda  to  the  troubled  sea,  and 
to  ehut  Bud  keep  shut  the  lion'a  mowth,  never,  perhaps,  were  forebodings 
and  conclilgionB  leaa  realized.     Oil  the  moniinj;  of  the   fair,  I  walud  <n 
the  proper  «ivil  aqtliortty  to  obtain  perjBlsfiion  to  sell  my  copi^  in  the  fair. 
At  first  he  hesitaledj  then  consented  to  grout  it  me  for  that  day  only  (tlu 
fair  began  on  a  Saturday^  atid  waa  to  cootinue  dHriug*  th«  Monday  and 
Tuesday  follaTriiin^)^  sayinfr,   '  Tiiut  tEj^ngTepable  circumsfaures  mirlif 
oecuT,'  &.C. ;  but  he  finally  consented  to  prant  ui*  one  for  the  entire  fiiir, 
*  as  a  bookBeller  to  aell  my  jnerchQiidiAe.'     Shortly  after  ten   o'clock  I 
wns  installed  in  a  booth  in  the  very  Lieuire  of  tb(!  fair,  nad  sold  »  copy 
almoBt   immediately  to  a  very  poor  man.     The  monuiig-   being-  T«iy 
cold,  the  sale  hetrame  brisk  unly  about  Qoon,  tiiij  tiieu  numbers  of  tiifr 
Lord's  profefisin^  people    L-ame    fiockiiig  hi,   thus  aeceasarily  attracting 
the  attention  of  the  mo^t  inditlerent.     In  the  following'  thre^  hours  I  dold 
340  Ntw  Tftstamentfl  in  Frenivb,  Gerrann,  Italian,  and  Eng'Iish !      During 
the  day,  not  even  a  syioptotc  of  ill-will  did  1  perceive  in  the  masa  of  pTi- 
detitly  ■Wondering'  human  being?  sirijuiid—  quite  the  contrary  :  expr^aiaaa 
of  joy  Had  gratitude  to  the  Lord  were  continually  to  be  heard.    The  dar 
soon  closed  in,  but  the  sale  was  leontinued  at  the  hotel.     On  the  following' 
Monday  I  re-oiiened  the  sale  in  the  fair,  and  in  the  CDHrse  of  the  day 
disposed  of  nearly  700  copies,  to  iive  hundred  or  more  individuals  of  the 
miildhng  ck^sen,  students,  ftervant^,  and  Kuhool-director^;  and  on  the  next 
and  lost  day  of  the  fair,  oil  my  renuuning-  copies  in  French,  ItAlian,  and 
Bnglieb,  Were  dinpftsed  of,  by  one  o'cloek  in  the  afteiilooti,  mostly  to  the 
heada  of  Hchools,    Upward?  of  lloo  had  thus  beeji  purtbo-ied  most  vbeer- 
fully,  at  my  ever-unvarying-  price  of  one  Freni-h  franc,    L'nder  the 
impreaaion,  from  the  firet  day,  that  more  copies  would  be  rsfjuired,  I  had 

*  In  Appeodii  n.  TV'cit+'  E,  wtll  be  found  a  furtlier  account  of  some  of 
hifl  proceedings  about  this  time. 
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written  to  the  dejiot  at  Berne  for  n  com  contniiiing  nearly  lOOO  copies.  EtTROPE 
I  received  it  late  on  Wedueftiky  eveniji^--,  and  waa  tlitis  enabled  to  con- 
tinue the  Mile  in  the  hotel  until  lute  in  the  evenjiig-  of  Saturduy,  dispcisiiig 
of,  in  allj  ItJU?  eopies.  The  civil  officer  witJi  whom  J  Lad  to  do,  and  who 
throu^'lwmt  conduL^tet]  Wnisf  If  towards  rae  in  even  a  most  Christian  man- 
ner, objected  to  uiy  coutiiiuing'  the  ^c  in  the  hotel,  uulesj  I  took  out  a 
permiBdion  to  dwell  tn  the  canton^  and  at  Lausaiuie ;  hut  this  I  declined 
doiii^.  lie  then  pennitttid  the  cuntiuuation  of  the  fale  iu  the  hotel  during 
the  tivo  last  daja,  ou  my  assuring-  him  that  I  did  so,  merely  to  enable 
tunny  [lersona  and  mini^tera  throughout  the  canton  to  abtaijl  the  cupivii 
they  wialied  iW,  from  seveml  of  whom  1  had  reueived  letters  on  tlie  bu!>- 
ject.  In  the  mean  time,  Mndaine  Bachofiher,  of  the  IIwt4;l  GibLuiij  looflt 
kindly  offered  to  take  cLhi^e;  of  the  ^a\p,  and  of  a  dejiut,  until  the  end  of 
March,  free  of  all  expense.  From  the  very  firat,  she  woa  moat  useful  and 
zealoua  in  the  hlesst'd  work.  She  iwld  iJOO  copies  iu  her  own  apartraentf 
while  I  wsa  selling  in  mine.  I  verj"  grladly  availed  myself  of  her  moat  op- 
portune offer,  lenvinjjT  in  her  hands  1700  copies  that  I  had  racot  for,  many 
of  wJuvh  she  wus  ^eliing^  at  the  very  moiueiit  I  vas  quitting  for  Beiue." 

In  a  subsequent  letter  he  writes — 

"  Since  my  yisit  to  Latisanne,  the  mle  there  haa  continued  to  prosper. 
Madame  Bachoflner,  whih  f>o  kindly  offered  to  take  charge  of  a  do|M^t, 
has  scild,  in  the  following  ais  weeks,  I-J03  copies,  and  hoa  remitted  to  me 
the  proeeeds." 

By  the  close  of  the  year,  there  had  been  a  pretty  wide  dis^ 
semination,  of  more  than  13,000  copies  of  the  New  Testament, 
paid  for  most  cheerfidly  by  every  one. 

One  extract  more  will  show  the  result  of  a  visit  to  Zurich. 


**  I  Opened  the  e:ile  in  my  room  in  the  inn  ;  and,  in  the  course  of  the 
firet  dfty,  sold  liOo  copies;  on  the  aecoml,  295j  and  on  the  third— Saturn. 
day— '205.  On  Sunday  many  persons  caUedf  but  although  it  mi}|rht  Lave 
been  '  good '  to  supply  them  under  other  circutnstancea,  I  thou^'-ht  it  moftC 
becoming"  to  refuse  On  Monday,  and  rather  early  in  the  ntoming',  these 
perBOTiE  cnHed.  In  the  oourse  of  the  day  I  sold  mO  copies ;  and  diuring 
the  neit  day  almost  aa  many  more ;  so  that,  in  all,  about  1200  copita 
have  heen  most  cheerfully  purchaced  by  serraJQts,  students,  children,  by  a 
very  few  of  Che  higher  cloaae^,  and  by  still  less,  apparently,  of  the  work- 
ings clasfiea." 

Sv%'itzerland,  Ute  other  parts  of  the  Continent,  it  ia  well 
known,  hecame,  in  the  years  1847-4R,  the  scene  of  great  politi- 
cal ferment  and  agitation.  This,  as  might  be  expectedj  some- 
what interfered  with  the  labours  of  Lieutenant  Graydon.  Still 
he  vas  actively  employed  during  the  year,  and  the  rtsnlta. 
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taking  into  account  all  circuniatanees,  were  truly  surjirisin* 
and  gratifying.  Not  only  did  liia  sales  continue  in  most  of  the 
principal  places  previously  visited,  but  even  id  Geneva  and  in 
Basle,  cities  so  distinguished  for  tlieir  Biblical  and  IMis^ionary 
cffurtSj  he  found  new  openings  and  unexpected  encourage- 
ment. The  aalea  of  the  year  exceeded  14,000  copies,  and  the 
retiu'ns  amounted  to  above  15,000  fi'ancs. 

The  foHowing  is  an  abstract  of  Mr.  Graydon^a  proceeding 
at  Geneva,  where,  after  obtaining  tho  necessary  permission,  he 
commenced  a  sale,  having  previously  inserted  advertisements 
in  the  principal  papers.  So  little  was  anticipated,  that  one  of 
the  most  celebrated  and  consistent  friends  of  the  causo  at  Ge- 
neva, predicted  that  he  would  not  sell  three  copies. 

"  During  the  Sunday,"  writea  Mr.  Graydon,  "  miiny  were  the  denitintia 
for  copies :  they  were  refused.  I  had  opened  thid  sal«  iii  the  priiicijial 
hoU-'l  of  the  town  ;  it  waa  the  moat  central,  the  rooia  I  occupttd  taost  cuu- 
vejuent,  and  tiie  only  hotel  in  «Iiic;li  there  ■a-ub  n  room  to  let.  On  Monday 
tlie  sule  commenued.  Id  the  sji  dgye,  819  copies  were  purchased^  by 
certainly  more  than  CQc)  intlJvi duals.  On  the  following-  Monday,  iiH 
more;  and sucueddively,  8S,  99,  \ao,  110  :  uii  the  last  thiy  1  wiu  ubligtn)  to 
deliver  up  the  ahop  to  n  per^ou  who  hed  hired  it  for  a  year." 

The  next  is  not  less  important:  it  relates  to  his  v\&\t  to  Da&le. 

"  Havinfj  obtained  my  licjence  for  the  fiiir,  to  wliich  the  uuUKiriti^ 
strictly  bound  roe,  the  Jjiy  iii-evioii&  tu  its  <ii>ttmog  I  jmiJ  a  friendly  viait 
to  the  Rev.  Anti&tes  Durckhirlit,  the  Preeident  of  the  Laale  Bible  t^ety, 
and  also  to  the  Kev,  Archdeaoin  Linder,  who  received  me  very  kindly, 
aiid  vfifihed  me  goad  j^ucce*?.,  I  know  not  thct  ever  I  felt  a  greater  wmgitt 
or  (>ppred.-iion  in  tbia  blei»eed  work,  than  I  did  at  Uasle  the  evening  previou'i 
to  o|>eiiiiit'' a  i^e.     1  had  come  theriMnth  more  thaji  tlDOO  copies.  .  .    ^    ^ 

*'  At  balf-paiit  eight  nejct  momin;^  I  opened  my  sale  ill  a  pretty  com- 
fortable booth,  close  to  the  door  of  (he  cathedral,  and  to  that  of  the  Uouae 
of  the  Antiatea.  1  wob  aided  by-a  yotm^  msD,  u  MiBt^ionary  student.  At 
diusk  1  dused,  having'  ^Id  80  copies.  Bach  day,  duriug  thirteeti  sue- 
ceanive  dayi*,  the  ovenige  sjile  was  IT'J  copies ;  un  four  days  It  was  nesrlj 
2B0  each,  Qlmuat  every  one  of  which  piwsed  throufjb  an  oi'deal  of  exami- 
nation by  the  ))iircba^n>,  the  irn^t  fatiguing  and  huroasing  to  tlie  vendoK 
thiit  can  v/(di  be  conceived,  Only  one  person  purchaii^d  as  many  as  ten 
copies.  Fet^ons  of  all  agee  and  clasftea  purchased.  On  the  aiitth  day  1 
begAU  to  fear  that  I  should  need  more  cqpieg,  and  so  wrute  to  Zurich  to 
have  two  cases,  or  llUU  copies,  aent  me.  During  the  thirteenth  day  there 
were  6o1d  lUO  copies  more  to  about  od  many  individuate,  making  in  oil 
more  than  3200  coiiieii  dicipo^ed  of  at  a  fair,  at  tlie  eommenc%ment  of 
which  I  felt  troubied  beyond  measure^,  for  having  brought  to  it  not  ao 
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many  by  1000:  indeed  I  bleseed  the  Lord  with,  all  mj  beort,  Mil  g-bried 
Qulj  'm  His  name." 

The  total  disti'ibutioDs  of  Mr.  Graydon  In  Switzerland  up 
to  tliis  time,  very  much  the  resuH  of  personal  exertion,  and 
attended  with  many  ditiicuJties,  amounted  to  25,694  copies. 

Lieutenant  Graydon  wag  contimiing  unweariDdly  to  pursue 
hia  labours  in  SwitzQrLaud,  though  not  witli  success  equal  to 
tliat  he  met  with  in  the  earlier  years ;  when  a  new  scene  of 
effort  and  usefulness  opened  before  him,  and  he  was  not  alow 
to  enter  apon  it  The  poUtical  agitations  of  1848 — that  year 
of  revolutions — had  extended  to  Italy,  and  gave,  for  a  time, 
the  prospect  of  enlai-ged  freedom  of  thought  and  action.  Mr. 
Graydon,  seizing  the  opportunity,  fearlessly  crossed  the  bor* 
ders,  and  visited  the  principal  cities  of  Lombardy  and  Pied- 
mont ;  bearing  with  liim,  or  causing  to  be  conveyed  to  different 
towns  to  meet  him,  large  suppliea  of  the  Scriptures,  chiefly 
Italian,  m  the  sale  of  which  he  proceeded  by  public  advertise- 
ment 

At  Milan,  whither  he  had  forwarded  above  5000  copies, 
the  advertisement  inviting  purchasers  appeared,  and  the  sale 
began  at  nine  on  the  following  morning.  But  few  copies,  how- 
ever, were  sold  as  the  result  of  tliis  first  attempt;  for  in  tlie  first 
plac^,  a  handbill — *'  a  word  of  wai-ning" — was  posted  over  the 
whole  city ;  and  in  the  next,  the  public  mind  was  wholly  en- 
grossed with  tlie  war,  which  did  not  progress  in  favour  of 
liberty;  this  being  the  very  time  when  a  battle,  which  lasted 
during  three  days,  ultimately  turned  in  favour  of  Austria.  Mr. 
Graydon,  after  selling  nearly  150  copies  himself^  found  a  suit- 
able person  to  take  charge  of  the  remainder.  This  person  car- 
ried forward  the  sales  with  considerable  success,  regularly 
lodging  the  proceeds,  which  soon  amounted  to  a  goodly  sum, 
at  the  banker's. 

At  Turin  Lis  reception  was  much  more  encouraging.  He 
advertised  his  arrival,  and  within  two  hours  after  hia  sale  was 
opened,  several  copies  were  disposed  of;  and  during  bis  short 
reiiidencQ  of  a  few  days,  his  sales  amounted  to  1004  copies. 
He  writes — 

"  These  copie$  w«r^  purohnsed  most  g-liidly  by  frota  8ex  to  seven  hun- 
dred persona  at  leoet,  consietiag  of  numerous  prieste,  a  few  moulu,  and  a 
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larg*  majority  of  laj  pemoaa.     Hot  an  unkind  oliservotion  from 
but  muLih  politeness  from  same  iniiividuala  of  the  hierarchy, 
scene  as  my  little  KiIe-ro*tD  preaented,  my  poor  pea  could  not  describe. 
had  to  remain  in  it  from  eij^lit  in  the  ranming'  to  the  same  Uput  in 
eTeiiillg-.     It  was  coctinuiiHy  fuH  durinj;  tlie  first  four  days." 

Shortly  after  he  left  this  city,  the  war  again  broke  o 
Who  can  j*ufticientlj  admire  the  ways  of  Divine  Providence, 
liHving  permitted  him  to  make  this  visit  to  such  a  citv  at  su 
a  junctiu-e  ?  He  left,  a  goodly  supply  behind,  in  the  hands 
persons  who  aiTorded  a  fair  promise  of  diatiibuting  tht 
wcU. 

Fi-om  Turin,  Mr,  Graydon   proceeded  to  Grenoa^  and  ! 
description  of  what  he  was  enabled  to  do  tljere^  may  be  gi 
in  hia  own  words. 

"  I  reached  Genoa  an  the  27th  of  Miirch,  nnd  on  the  SOch,  aft<r  ahnt 
endless  runuing-  about,  I  had  the  Hiti&fnction  of  rweiving  into  my 
in  the  hotel  four  caees  of  Bibles  aad  TesCixments,  in  four  langiio^efl,  i 
the  uext  evening'  my  advertisement  of  a  sole  was  to  have  appeared, 
TVM  IV holly  miconpcioua  of  tlic  great  jxilitical  event  that  was  to  be  brou; 
nhotit  here  the  verj- next  day.  Home  of  the  preliimnariea  to  this  ev 
prevanttrd  the  printing  of  my  adT«rti?pmeutj  ajid  of  miiwy  others,  Jr  di 
however)  coMie  out  on  tlii?  following  Tuesdny  evening^-  Immediau 
after,  one  copy  ns-s  purcihaaed,  and  the  next  dtiy  l>y  uooHj  forty -four  copi 
more.  At  lliiit  hour  a  fearful  panic  eeemed  to  seize  every  one,  and 
con»i«7i  all  persons  to  tlicir  hom^,  except  anoed  men,  who,  like  »a  nis: 
wild  and  undisciplined  heing^j  were  to  be  eeen  flying  alon^  in  all  di 
tioiis;  and  towards  eveiJng-  they  bepan  mokJnp  une  of  tJcir  arms.  Ha' 
ing*  onc«  opened  a  sale,  1  felt  that  I  ou^ht  neither  to  stop  it,  nor  flee  £ 
eafety  on  lourd  one  tf  our  men-of-war  lym^  in  the  harbour.  1  thoug'1 
alrfo,  it  mig'ht  be  the  Lord'a  gw)d  pleiiaure  ao  far  to  afinctify  His  Tisitiitji 
to  the  city,  as  to  induce  some  poor  souIb  to  purchnee.  The  neitday,  h 
eVfiTj.  the  firing  of  flhot^  sheBIa,  and  muaquetry,  throughout  the  entire  da; 
became  so  aerious  and  appalling:  to  every  one,  and  such  wa^  the  etream 
fugitivea  to  {jet  on  board  every  kind  of  veswel  in  the  port,  that  onlv  a 
wearied  fltid  frightened  persona  came  luid  purchased.  Two  days  iifti 
the  Lord  in  His  mefL-y  conceiled  vitlory  to  the  royij  troops.  On  eai 
day  since,  some  copies  hpve  been  cheerCiilIy  purchased.  It  has  gtme  < 
increasing  day  by  doy;  eo  that,  in  nil,  KOcopiea  were  purehaaed.  < 
Saturday  evening,  1  had  the  very  great  plaiaure  of  confiding'  a  dupi 
of  1000  eopira  to  the  eon  of  the  hotel-keeper,  who  very  g-ladly  offered 
take  charge  of  It  gratis- 

At  Nice,  under  similar  circumstances^  Mr.  Graydon  soj 
200  copies. 
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Id  the  mean  time,  lueusares  were  m  progress  in  otlior  quar" 
tcrs  for  the  benefit  of  Italy. 

Dr.  Pinkcrton  was  at  this  time  instructed  to  visit  Geneva, 
where,  after  conference  witli  the  friends  of  Bible  distribution 
in  that  city,  lie  succeeded  in  foniiing  an  ItjUian-Swiss  BiUc 
Committee,  for  the  dissem illation  of  the  Scriptures  alone ;  the 
field  of  whose  labours  waa  to  comprise,  tuid  be  resti'Icted  to 
the  countries  of  Siivoy,  Piedonont,  and  Lomhardy,  and  the 
Swiss  Cantons  of  Geneva,  Vaud,  Le  Vallais,  Fribourg,  the 
Orisons,  and  Tessin, 

A  preparatory  Mission  was  resolved  upon,  in  order  to  dis- 
cover and  open  the  best  way  for  introducing  tlm  word  of  God 
into  the  above-mentioned  countries.  The  operations  were  to 
be  carried  on  by  means  of  colportage  or  otherwise,  and  the 
whole  expense  of  the  work,  to  be  defrayed  by  the  British  Bible 
Society.  A  beginning  was  immediately  made,  by  the  employ- 
ment of  one  Colporteur.  The  progress  of  the  undertaking 
will  be  subsequently  noticed. 

The  Society  had  several  valued  friends  residing  in  Italy, 
and  these,  also,  now  became  engaged  In  a  variety  of  important 
measures  for  its  benefit.  Two  small  BjbSe  Societiea  were 
formed,  auxiliary  to  tlie  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  at 
Florence,  and  at  tlie  baths  of  Lucca;  designed,  however,  only 
to  collect  subscriptions  in  support  of  the  Society.  Measures 
were  subsequently  taken  for  printing,  in  Italy  itself,  several 
editions  of  the  New  Testament,  in  different  places  at  the  same 
time.  One,  of  3000  copies  of  Martini,  speedily  left  the  press  at 
Florence,  and  another  of  Diodati,  consisting  of  4000  copies, 
was  printed  at  Rome.  An  edition  of  3000  copies  of  Diodali 
was  printed  at  Pisa.  Large  supplies  were  also  applied  for, 
to  be  sent  from  London.  The  following  accomit,  from  the  pen 
of  a  zealous  and  active  correspondent,*  will  give  an  idea  of  the 
prompt  exertions  made  to  take  advantage  of  this  promising 
opening : — 

"  Your  Committee  will,  I  entertain  the  confident  hope,  order  the  inime^ 
diate  shipmejit  of  500  Ilalian  Bibles,  Diodati,  if  possible,  by  a  ateaiu- 
•vesael  for  tliia  port;  the  ^me  nimiber,  even  if  ^.hipped  at  the  same 
lime,  on  board  of  anotbervesBel;  and  a  third  similar  number  on  board 
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of  the  tiext  followinp^  vessel;  thus  making'  up  1500  copiM.  To  tliK* 
may  be  added  ftOO  New  TtfltamenM,  alsa  Diodott,  but  not  more,  ns  the 
friends  fit  Florence,  int-etested  in  thn  publioLtioii  of  un  edition  of  irattati, 
will  of  coursit  tirculnte  only  that  edidoa  for  tlie  present.  Should  no  d*?- 
cJsJed  alteration  take  j«lace  ia  the  aspect  of  Italian  affairs,  600  copies  of 
the  Bible,  Diodnti,  wilt  tmj  required  to  be  tient  regularly  every  three 
muntlu),  to  TDeal  tim  ordiiiury  deniiinds  on  thia  d^ptit ;  and  ev^u  then,  I 
eiiCertain  the  fervent  hftpc,  tliot  it  may  Ijeeflme  aeceftsarr  for  me  to  make 
AppticUtious  for  other  g^iinta  to  meet  extmordJiuirj  eiilla.  An  order  has 
been  rcceired  Jitmi  a  Jrto  for  4O0  copies,  Diadnti,  which  I  om  not  able 
fully  to  complete  ;  these  are  for  the  Koman  territoriea.  You  will  rejoice 
to  hear,  that  thirty-eix  copiea  of  the  same  Bible  hare  been  recently  sold  to 
young'  rtudents  of  the  UidveKitj"  of  Pisa, 

"  As  there  now  exists  almost  the  t^rtdnty  of  war  in  this  iwmjtry,  which 
here  is  hJtely  to  be  act-ompivnieil  by  rhfi  gresteat  anarchy,  it  is  of  the  atmcst 
importance  thiit  I  ishould  have  it  in  my  power  to  take  adyanlagfe  of  such  a 
Btflte  of  things,  by  deposition  in  the  ioterior  a  considerable  nutaber  uf 
Bibles^  90  thot,  should  the  former  etate  of  thiaga  be  res^tored,  the  supply 
inBV  not  be  imnaediatftly  cut  off." 

The  Society's  Agent  at  Malta  also  wrote  aa  follows  : — 

"  My  lost  to  you  was  dated  on  the  14th  inataut  (June),  and  I  now  write 
to  state  whwt  haa  trBiispired  since  then.  On  the  15th  we  had  on  apphca- 
tion,  on  the  part  of  a  person  iu  Messin^j  to  purchuse  lOIX)  copies  of  IHo^ 
dati'B  Bible.  On  the  10th  another,  for  several  hundreds  to  be  sentto  Italy; 
pnd  on  the  17th,  for  2O0O  more  for  the  eame  object.  All  these  applica- 
tions were  from  different  persona  ;  and  it  is  remnrkable  tliiit  these  Teqniai- 
tiona  are  made  wliile  hostihtiea  continue  to  prevail.  The  citadel  of  MessinA 
is  at  present  borabardeKl  by  the  Sicilians.,  and  defended  by  the  Nea[H»litoa 
tfoops  who  are  within.  We  require,  aa  fur  as  appearfuiceB  go,  fiOOO  at 
leaat,  hut  Jii.OOO  would  be  preferable.  And  in  con&iderDtion  of  the  prras- 
ing  wont,  I  hope  the  Committee  will  see  it  ri^ht  not  to  wait  for  a  aaihag 
veesel,  for  this  may  lead  to  a  delay  of  months,  but  send  them  at  once  hy 
fftenm  from  Southampton,  in  which  ca^^e  we  nuiiy  hope  to  have  the  books 
in  Mulfca  in  six  weeks  from  the  date  of  this ;  and  six  weeks  ie  ft  loue  tinw 
to  wait  at  the  present  crisis," 

The  Committee  were  not  prepared  for  such  extraordinary  de- 
mands for  Italy.  Large  (niitions,  however,  botli  of  Bibles  and 
Testaments,  were  immediately  put  to  press. 

But  before  a  year  had  passed  round,  a  dark  cloud  came  otct 
the  hopes  and  labours  of  the  Society  iji  Italy. 

Lieutenant  Graydon  was  driven  aucccssivelj  from  Turin* 
Genoa,  and  Nice,  by  tbe  approach  of  contending  armies.  In  each 
of  these  places  he  had,  indeed,  succeeded  ia  effecting  a  con- 
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sidcrable  sale,  and  in  establishing  depots,  from  wliicb  books 
migbt  be  issued  after  he  bad  left,  and  from  which  very  con- 
siderable numbers  were  sent  forth. 

At  Turin,  tlie  demand  for  the  Scriptures  Iiad  been  sin- 
gularly encouraging,  and  a  Colporteur,  employed  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, sold,  in  about  two  months,  nearly  500  copies,  the 
people  manifesting  great  eagpmesa  to  possess  themselves  of  the 
Sacred  Voiumo ;  when  the  bishop  of  the  diocese  interfered,  and 
the  Colporteur  was  arrested,  bis  copies  taken  from  hinij  and, 
after  some  judicial  routine^  he  was  ordered  to  return  to  liis 
place  of  residence  until  the  Minister  of  the  Interiorj  at  Turin^ 
should  pronounce  a  judgment  concoming  what  he  bad  been 
doing. 

A  Circul.ar  of  the  Archbishop  of  Saluzzo,  addressed  to  liis 
clergy,  warned  them  of  tlie  danger  to  be  apprehended  from 
the  versions  and  labours  of  Bible  Societies,  and  reminded  them 
of  tho  probibitiona  of  the  Council  of  Trent,  and  of  several 
different  Popes  ;*  after  thi^,  the  Govemmeut  of  Turin  took 
measures  to  prevent  the  public  sale  of  the  Holy  Scriptures 
tliroughout  the  kingdom. 

Mr*  Graydon,  however,  was  not  deterred  from  paying  a 
second  visit  to  Lombardy.  Ho  was  granted  six  months'  leave 
to  reside  In  Milan,  (the  city  being  still  in  a  state  of  siege,)  and 
several  cases  of  books  were  allowed  to  pass  the  Custom  House ; 
but  his  petition  for  a  bookseller's  licence  waa  refused,  not  was 
be  permitted  in  any  way  to  advertise  a  sale.  His  personal 
efforts  to  circulate  the  Scriptures  being  thus  prevented,  he  was 
happy  to  avail  himself  of  the  services  of  a  number  of  persons, 
who  quickly  found  a  sale  for  hla  books  at  a  considerable  profit 
to  themselves;  aud  thus,  before  Mr.  Graydon  left  the  city,  a 
large  part  of  his  stock  bad  been  disposed  of;  and  the  Society 
had  great  reason  to  rejoice  in  the  fact,  ibut  Mr.  Graydon's  two 
visits  to  Italy  had  resulted  in  the  circulation,  principally  by 
sale,  of  at  least  12,000  volumes  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures. 

In  Tuscany  and  the  Papal  States,  through  the  mysterious 

dispensations   of  Divine  Providence,   a   darker  spectacle  was 

presented,  of  blighted  prospects  and  suspended  hope.     The 

political  revolutions  which  took  place  in  those  countries,  aguiji 

•  For  wtrnct  from  thja  Circular,  see  Rejwrl  for  1S50. 
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gnvc  ascendancy  to  that  Chiireh,  which  has  ever  stow 
averse  to  the  true  circulatbn  of  the  Scriptures.  Four  tJiou- 
sand  copies  of  the  ItaHan  Testament  had  been  printed;^  «id 
were  in  course  of  binding  at  Rome,  when  that  city  became 
Invested  by  the  French.  These  books  were  placed  in  the 
custody  of  the  American  Consul,  who  very  kindly  undertook 
the  charge  of  theni>  On  the  Pope's  return,  they  were,  after 
much  correspondence,  given  up  to  the  authorities,  but  not  until 
their  full  cost  had  been  paid  by  the  Papal  GoTernmeut. 

In  the  December  of  1849,  Pope  Pius  IX.,  from  hie  tem- 
porary retreat  in  the  Neapolitan  domiinionsj  bad  adcli'cssed  an 
Encyclical  Letter  to  the  Arclibishops  and  Biabops  of  Italy,  in 
wliich,  confirming  his  tbrmer  acts,  and  treading  in  the  foot- 
steps of  his  prcdecesaoi's,  he  reiterated  hia  condemnation  of 
Bible  Societies/  and  went  far  to  represent  the  Bible  itself, 
translated  into  the  vidgaf  tongue,  and  ■without  comments, 
as  almost  aa  mucb  to  he  dreaded  as  profane  works  and  Jyli^ 
journals. 

After  such  fulminatlons  from  the  highest  autKorltj  in  the 
Romish  Church,  it  is  not  surprising,  that  the  officials  of 
the  restored  Tuacan  Government  were  instigated  to  adi 
prompt  measures  to  stay  the  work  that  was  comnienci 
with  so  much  promise  in  that  territory.  Three  tliousf 
copies  of  JIai'tini's  New  Testament,  just  printed  at  Florcil' 
though  the  translation  of  one  of  their  own  Archbishops,  w 
quickly  seized  and  locked  up ;  the  presses,  in  which  other 
tions  were  in  progress,  wore  forcibly  stopped,  the  paper  and  ev 
the  tyi^  carried  utl';  (he  printcTs  subjected  to  a  civil  p: 
cess;  and  the  British  officer,  who  had  distinguished  himself  hv 
his  zeal  in  promotmg  this  and  similar  objects  of  benevolen 
was,  with  his  family,  banished  the  country  at  a  few  days*  noti 
Measures  were  taktrn  to  obtain  rcilress,  but  without  success. 

Could  the  Society  regret  the  steps  that  hud  been  taken  tn  im- 
prove these  openings,  while  they  existed,  in  the  Italian  d 
niona,  and  to  provide  for  future  supplies  ?  Surely  not ; 
thongh  considerable  expense  was  incurred,  and  more  cupii-s 
the  Scriptures  were  printed  than  were  at  the  lime  available, 
a  gomlly  nmnber  found  tlieir  way  into  the  hands  of  the  |>eo^ 
•  Vox  un  extract  of  this  document,  see  Report  fur  1800, 
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and  the  avidity  with  wliicli  they  were  received  antl  Louglit  by 
all  clusses,  left  tlie  Society  full  of  ccMifidenuo  tliat  the  ob- 
struction would  be  but  tomporary,  and  that  tlie  wave  of 
Biblical  truth  would  yet,  by  God'3  favour,  spread  over  and 
fertilize  the  plains  of  Italy. 

That  this  confidence  was  not  altogether  illusory,  subsequent 
evenls  hastened  to  show. 

Ft  may  be  here  remarked,  that  tho  attention  of  Lieutenant 
Graydon  being  now  cliiefly  directed  to  Italy,  his  proceed- 
ings in  connection  with  Switzerland  necessarily  became  more 
limited :  he  was  no  longer  at  liberty  to  pursue  the  course  for- 
merly adopted  by  hitii,  in  extensively  visiting  cities  and  ftiii-g, 
and  personally  superintending  the  sale  of  the  Scriptures.  Still 
his  issues,  from  eleven  dt'pwts  under  liis  chai'ge  In  Switzerland, 
amounted^  in  the  year  ending  Marcli  31^  1851^  to  abore  6CHH) 
copies. 

Tjio  ItaliMi-Swiss  Committee  at  Geneva  dropped,  at  tliis 
time,  that  part  of  their  title  which  related  to  Italy  ;  it  having 
been  considered  better  tliat  their  labours  should,  for  a  time  at 
least,  bo  restricted  to  the  Swiss  Cantons.  Under  their  aua- 
piees>  nuylit  now  be  aeenj  in  some  of  the  least  frequented 
parts  of  that  romantic  and  beautiiul  country,  the  Bible  Col- 
portenr>  wlien  the  snow  [lertuittcd,  getting  up  into  the  highest 
summit  uf  the  mountains,  or  penetrating  into  tlie  valleys  ;  some- 
times, with  the  precious  charge  on  his  back,  climbing  on  his 
hands  and  knees  over  the  peaks,  ajid  along  deep  and  frightful 
precipices.  It  was  the  love  of  tlic  Bible,  that  prompted  to 
the3c  arduous  and  self-denying  endeavours  to  disseminate  iL 
Nor  was  the  labour  lost.  Many  a  dreary  dwelling  wascHeered, 
many  a  desolate  heart  comforted,  and  many  an  humble  be- 
liever filled  with  unspeakable  joy.  The  Geneva  Comniitteo 
disposed  of  35&4  copies  of  tlie  Scriptures,  from  November 
1S4S  to  tho  end  of  December  1850. 

The  work  of  the  Society  in  Italy,  during  the  year  under 
review,  was  chiefly  confined  to  tlie  Nortliern  parts  of  it — 
Piedmont  and  Lonibardy.  At  Milan,  the  authonties  (more 
especially  tlie  mililary  authorities,  for  Lombardy  was  then 
imdor  niartial  law.)  allowed  the  introduction  of  the  Scriptures ; 
and  8914  copies  wore  disposed  of,  prinrijially  through  the 
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mcdiam  of  tbe  booksellers,  who  obtained  for  them  a  very 
sale;   which,   however.  Lieutenant  Grajdon  had    no   doi 
would  have  been  much  larger^  could  permission  have  li 
gained  pnbliclj'  to  advertise  hts  books. 

The  light  in  whicli  the  work  was  viewed  hj  the  eci 
siaatical  authorities,  may  be  gathered  from  a.  document  issi 
hj  the  Archbishop  of  M]lan>  and  seven  of  HLs  Bishops.* 
was  quite  in  accordance  with  other  documents,  aJt-eady  allui 
to,  ]^)ut  forth  by  the  Romish  hierarchy,  and  by  the  Pope  hi 
self;  and  to  it,  may  be  confidently  referred  those  who  h 
any  doubt,  as  to  whetlier  the  chief  hindrance  to  the  fi-ee  cin 
liition  of  tlie  Holy  Scriptures  comes  from  Rome.  The 
strictiona  imposed  on  the  reading  of  the  Bible  amount  U 
practical  prohibition  of  it;  whilst  it  is  conceded  that  the  prii 
pal  fear  arises  from  the  hook  being  used  in  the  vu]gar  tong 
the  only  form  in  which  it  is  intelligible  to  the  people. 

In  the  face  of  such  opposition,  it  was  no  small  thing  to 
able  to  apeak  of  1 1,251  copies  of  the  Scriptures,  disposed  ol 
Lonibardy,  and  the  Sardinian  territories,  during  the  year. 

In  October  1851,  Lieutenant  Graydon,  whose  servi 
hitherto,  had  been  acknowlei-lged  only  by  a  periodical  gratuJ 
waSj  on  the  recommendation  of  several  of  the  Societv**  wal 
friends  in  Italy,  enrolled  as  a  regular  Agent ;  his  attenti 
being  still  chiefly  directed  to  Switzerland  and  North 
Italy. 

It  is  but  justice,  here,  to  advert  to  the  persevering  and  d 
tinguislied  eftbrta  of  Major-General  Bcckivith,  to  supply 
inhahitunta  of  tlie  Vaudois  Valleys  with  tlie  Saored  Striptu 
For  many  years  he  lived  chiefly  among  them,  devoting  hima 
to  this  and  otlier  objects  for  their  good.  At  his  instan 
editions  of  the  New  Testament,  or  portions  of  the  Bible,  w( 
printed  in  Italian  and  Piedmontcse ;  and  during  this  year 
remitted  above  £95,  for  Italian  and  Piedmontese  Scnptu: 
circulated  by  him  among  the  Waldensian  Churches;  and 
fresh  edition  of  2500  copies  of  Genesis  and  Luke,  was  ordc 
to  he  printed  and  placed  at  Ins  disposal. 

In  the  course  of  the  summer  of  1852,  Mr.  Graydon  visJtl 
Bergamo,  Brescia,  Verona^  Vicenza,  iind  Venice.     He  thi 
*  Hiis  docQcnent  is  given  ttt  len^h  in  the  Iteport  far  19S]. 
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proceeded  to  Milan,  where  lie  took  measures  for  contimiing 
the  sale  of  the  Scriptures ;  and  afterwaitls  to  Genoa,  Nice, 
Turin,  Chambery ;  at  which  last  place,  his  operatioos  were  cut 
shoi-t  hy  the  iulerferenco  of  the  police,  thongh  lie  himself 
suffered  no  personal  inconvenience.  It  la  a  gratifying  fact, 
that  Ills  total  issues  in  Lomhardy  now  amounted  to  15,000 
copies,,  while  those  in  the  kingdom  of  Sardinia  had  reached 
to  12,000  copies,  of  which  700O  had  been  sold  from  the  d^pot 
at  Turin. 

After  completing  his  visit  to  Italy,  Mr.  Graydon  proceeded 
to  resume  his  work  in  Switzerland,  of  which  he  gives  the 
following  account :  — 

"The  distribution,  both  by  aale  and  gift,  of  lht>  Bible  and  Te.stflment, 
has  increasetl  nearly  IwoMd  over  wbnt  it  was  in  1651.  I  will  begin  by 
infonning  you,  that,  whilat  I  was  making  8  tour,  witb  1  odO  copies  in  my 
travelling  van,  and,  finally,  was  enabled  to  disseminate  tbem  all ;  my 
d^pijt-keeper  ut  St.,  Ooll  eucceeded  in  meetinfr  with  a  most  zealous  Col- 
porleur,  jmd  fient  bim  from  house  to  houae  in  the  immediate  diatricta  of 
that  town  itaelf,  and  alon^  the  Swiss  side  of  the  Lake  of  CDiwtanee,  and 
of  the  Khine,  at  its  iH^tue  &oin  the  lake.  Id  the  course  of  six  weeks  he 
foimd  purchasers  for  above  300  copieB,  anion^t  both  Protestflnta  and 
Bonaanitits,  The  deprJt  at  St.  (!all  ia  Under  tiie  gratuitous  charge  of 
an  humble  but  Christian  man,  who  has  dissemltiated  nearly  000  i-ci{aea 
in  the  course  of  the  pii&t  year.  The  d^pit  at  Jfeuchatel  has  bwn,  how- 
ever, the  moat  prosperous  of  all :  the  person  in  charge  of  it  has  atiiv 
ceeded  in  establishing  in  that  Canton  a.  dozen  small  iepot^,  through 
-nhich  she  hua  disdeminuCed,  in  the  cour^se  of  the  ptut  year,  1400  iind 
more  copies.  She  is  of  humble  birth  and  profesaion.  and,  with  hex  aged 
pwents,  works  for  her  daily  maintfenanee.  They  have  had  charge  of  a 
depot  during  the  lost  sevtn  yeara,  tmd  linve  dif^teminati^d  more  tban 
7O00  fopies  in  tlwt  time;  yet  never  would  they  hear  of  any  other  recom- 
pease  or  renninemtioiij  than  the  satisfiietion  and  joy  of  liiboiiring  in  their 
own  litde  comer  of  the  Lord's  great  vineyard.  The  dejwt  at  Geneva  ia 
also  moj*t  aervtceikble,  from  itd  position  in  the  market  thoroughfare,  iind 
the  Mtiupation  of  the  two  sister?^,  who  have  gmtuitousty  taken  charge  of  it 
during  five  or  eii  ycara  :  they  have  hud  much  success  voudisafed  to  thijr 
devoledness, 

"  Aa  in  fonner  years,  the  depAt  at  the  Gibbon  Hotel,  in  Lausanne,  haa 
marveliouely  prosipered,  eapecially  when  the  increasing'  suctsa*  of  the 
LfliL'inne  Bible  Society  ifl  taken  into  considerotion:;  but,  indeed,  nil  my 
little  de]Hitd  have  hod,  during  the  past  year,  u  measure  of  increose  in 
their  success,  excepting  in  Lygimo  and  Coire,  But  the  most  reniarkidjle 
feature  in  the  work  of  dissemination  last  year  respect*  Lucernie,  -nliich  L« 
the  centre  of  Swiss  Papistry.    The  civil  power  refused  me  pennisGionj  in 
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EITaOPE.  OctulieT,  to  open  a  eale  in  the  gxent  fair :  I  th-kb  tberefore  obliged  to  eon- 
fide  450  copicit,  that  1  Lad  jirejiured  for  it,  to  the  depot  tliat  1  have  Uad 
tlii^re  ever  since  1S48.  Tho  person  in  charg^e  of  it  wns  exhorted  to  try 
and  maku  it  knoira.  Ht  did  so.  Cy  the  end  of  the  fylloiring  luoiith  he 
had  to  write  to  me,  *  earnestly  entreating-  for  another  aupply  of  at  laist  600 
copies  of  Kiatemaker'e  Ta-itament  1 ' 

"  It  frequently  occurs  to  me  how  proTidentiol  it  wb^^  that  in  1B45,  just 
tivo  or  three  years  preceding'  the  great  eliflTig'es  imd  contests  amongst  the 
inhabitants,  the  Committee  III  Earl  Stree^t  deteriained  OH  ttj'in^  to  do 
somethings  extra  for  Snitziprland.  Since  then,  it  has  pleased  the  Lord  to 
give  a  goodly  success  to  that  dtferrainjUiun,  by  the  sale,  or  distnbutron  uther- 
wiae,  of  ohnostOOjOUOcopiea  of  Bihles  and  Testaments,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
sales  and  diiitnbutions  mudti  by  the  old  Cantonal  Societies.  The  soles  last 
yrar  amounted  to   more  than  HOOO  L'opipB, 

Tlie  issues  of  Lieutenant  Graydon,  during  tlio  JubilGe  year, 
ending  March  1854,  amounted  to  15,936  copies.  Of  these, 
8073  copies  were  t-'irculated  in  Lonibardy  and  Piedmont ;  mak- 
ing the  total  imrnber  which  had  passed  through  his  hands,  for 
the  benefit  of  these  parts  of  Italy,  since  18-iB,  now  to  amount  tg 
upwards  of  35,000  copies.  His  issues  in  Switzerland  dmiug 
the  year  were  7863  copies;  bringiiig  up  the  total  number  dis- 
pensed by  him,  from  the  commencement  of  his  work  in  that 
country,  to  07,363  copies. 

The  worlc  in  Italy  had  been  carried  on,  as  in  previous  yeai*s, 
in  tlie  face  of  many  hiiidi'aiices :  some  of"  these  had  to  he 
encountered  in  introducing  the  Scriptures  thfough  the  regular 
author! Ked  chaunels  into  the  country;  others  were  found  to 
attend  on  every  attempt  to  bring  them  into  circulation.  The 
result^  as  given  above,  wa%  however,  on  tlie  whole,  very  grati- 
fying, and  afforded  much  cause  for  praise  to'God. 

Mr.  Graydon  mentions  the  following  interesting  circum- 
stances, as  connected  with  the  issues  of  the  year : — 

"The  flatca  iti  tlie  de^Htt  ut  Tui-in  hare  nearly  doubled  in  the  counie  of 
tlie  last  year.  Alany  copies  oJao  hiive  bami  i:ol|>orted  throug'hout  «ltnos.t 
the  whole  land  :  the  pereoiiB  who  colportcd  them  have  everj'wheie  been 
verj-  well  recdvied,  and  but  for  the  manellous  etate  ofig^ionmce  uf  read- 
ing, hi  whlth  a  Inr^e  portion  of  the  people  have  been  brought  up,  th.4 
Soci(!ty  would  have  found  it  difficult  to  meet  the  demand. 

"The  far-famed  parishes  of  the  Waldensinn  Church,  fiiti?en  in  numl>er, 
are  well  iupi>lied  with  Dibles,  and  every  popsible  ™re  is  being-  constunlly 
taken,  tbal  they  should  contiiuie  to  be  HUp^iliedj  acxoi-ding  to  both  tlicir 
want«,  and  mcniis  to  procure  copied. 


Total  af 
issues  in 
Jtaij  and 
Svitier- 
land. 


BRITISH  AND  FOREIGX  BIBLE  SOCIETY.  491 

*'  SaToy  also  possesses  now  an  amply  supplied  d6p6t  of  Bibles.    For  EUROPE, 
the  fifth  time  has  the  Society's  Ag'ent  had  the  priTilege  of  getting-  copies         — 
in  a  regular  way  into  that  poverty-stricken  country."  1829-5*. * 

A  fresh  "Pastoral"*  was  put  forth  this  year  hy  the  Arch-    gj."  j_ 
bishop  of  Milan ;  but  these  missives  had  been  too  often  repeated   CmTaAi,. 
to  be  productive  of  any  great  result    They  indicated,  however,     najy. 
in  no  indecisive  manner,  the  reality  and  success  of  the  work  op-      **^- 
posed,  and  thus  became  an  encouraging  motive  to  increased 
diligence  and  hope. 

The  Jubilee  year  afforded  no  special  opportunities  for  exer-  Distribu- 
cising  the  benevolence  of  the  Society,  either  on  behalf  of  Italy  scriplnres 
or  Switzerland ;  but  the  events  of  tlie  war  with  Russia,  then  to  the 
raging,  led  to  an  unexpected  and  very  gratifying  opening  for  troops  in 
the  distribution  of  the  Scriptures  among  Uie  Sardinian  troops,  thetrunea. 
who,  towards  the  end  of  the  campaign,  were  brought  into  the 
scene  of  action.     Several   thousand  copies   were   introduced 
among  them,  while  on   shipboard,  or  when    serving  in  the 
Crimea ;  and  in  Piedmont  itself  the  circulation  considerably 
advanced :  but  these,  and  other  gratifying  events,  land  us  in  a 
period  of  the  Society's  history,  beyond  the  limits  assigned  to 
the  present  narrative. 

•  See  copy  of  it  in  Report  for  1854. 
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1828—1864. 

Denmark. — Cofmhafjen  Bible  Society. — Visit  qf  Dr,  S'etidffrton, 

— Agennexat  Christ  iania  and  Sergen. — Sicetien.- — ftjii/^  of  Hon. 
Mr.  Shore  and  Dr.  JPaterson. — DiatrihuHon  of  Scriptuns 
at  Shara  and  Carhiadt. —  Colportage  at  Stockholm.. — J*atr0»- 
age  tif  the  King  af  Sweden. — Sunwiary  of  Hible  circulation  in 
Su'eden. — Russian  Protectant  Bible  Society — I^rince  J^iem, 
Patron. — Labours  of  Rev.  R.  KniU  at  St.  Petershurgh. Sibe- 
ria—Efforts  of  Rev.  Mesarrs.  Swan  and  Stallybrass. — Mitsion 
interdicted. — Mantchou  versiun  af  New  Testament. — Finland. 
— Rev.  Mr.  Ellei-bys  Agency  at  Sh  Pctersburyk. —  Odessa- 
Efforts  of  Mr.  Melville, — Karaite  Jcfcs  in  the  Crimea. — R^m 
view  (if  Operations  in  Russia  hi/  Mr.  Eileiby.  ^^| 

It  now  remaina  for  us  to  review  the  later  operations  of  tbo 
Society  in  the  Nordicrn  part  of  Europe, 

Denmark. — The  Danish  Society  at  Copenhagen,,  and  the 
Sleswiok-Holstein  Bible  Society,  cotitlnued,  throughout  th« 
whole  of  this  period,  to  send  regularly  a  report  of  their  pro- 
ceedingSj  accompanied  from  time  to  time  with  comnjunications 
expressive  of  friendly  regard ;  and,  on  occasion  of  the  Society's 
Jubilee,  a  respectful  congratulatory  memorial,  signed  by  tlie 
President  and  principal  ortit'ors  of  the  Danish  Society,  was 
formally  traiiamittodj  hut,  after  1830,  for  reasons  already  a^^ 
signed,  springing  out  of  the  Apocrypha  controversy,  direct  CD^^I 
operation  between  tlie  Societies  had  in  a  great  measure  ceased. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Roiitgen,  however,  a  Moravian  Clergyman  of 
Christ iansfeld,  kept  up  an  active  correspondence  with  the 
Society,  and  received  constant  supplies  of  the  Scriptures  up  to 
the  year  1851 ;  when  he  removed  to  Konigahergj  and  was  sue- 
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[cGcded  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wied,  also  a  minister  of  llie  Moravian 
Church,  on  whom  the  office  of  correspoDding  Tfith  the  Society 

^then  devolved. 

Mr.  Reiche*  an  advocate  of  Sieswick,  also  kept  up  a  dis- 
tinct and  active  agency,  being  from  time  to  time  furmshed 
with  considerable  supplies,  which  he  lost  no  opportunity  of 
brbging  into  circulation.  The  work  of  this  Agency  waa  sus- 
pended in  1849,  at  which  period  Mr-  Retchcj  OAvhg  to  the 
changes  and  troubles  of  Uie  timca,  was  drivcu  away  from  hia 
post 

Denmiirk  was  visited  by  Dr.  Henderson  in  tlic  year  1843, 
though  without  any  particular  resuh,  as  regarded  a  renewal  of 
any  intimate  relations  between  the  two  Societies ;  hut  a  visit 
made  to  Copenhagen,  since  llie  period  at  which  this  liistory 
closes,  by  Mr.  KjioUeke,  Assistant  Foreign  Secretary  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Society,  baa  opened  the  prospect  of  &  re- 
newed co-operation,  without  violence  to  any  of  those  principles 
and  regulations,  which  tended  for  so  long  a  tune  to  keep  tlie 
two  Societies  apart 

NoEWAT. — In  1831,  the  Hon.  C.  J.  Shore  (now  Lord  Teign- 
mouth)  paid  a  visit  to  Sweden  and  Norway,  a  very  interesting 
account  of  wh[ch  is  inserted  in  the  Society's  Report  for  1832, 
In  Norway,  he  found  the  cau?e  of  the  Bible  Society  by  no 
means  prospering.  The  Norwegian  Bible  Society  in  Chris- 
tiania  had,  indeed,  just  completed  an  edition  of  10,000  Testa- 
ments; but  its  Committee  chiefly  confined  themseK'os  to  meet- 
ing demands  when  communicated  to  them.  In  Bergen  there 
was  no  Society ;  and  in  Dronthelm  the  Society  had  become 
almost  extinct  Still  the  Bible,  and  especially  the  New  Testa- 
ment separately,  were  much  needed ;  while  no  obstacle  to  a 
complete  digtribution  of  the  Scriptures,  arising  cither  from  the 
inability  or  unwillingness  of  the  people,  equated.  Mr.  Shore 
drew  attention  to  the  desirableness  of  printing  the  Scriptures 
in  the  countries  themselves— a  measure  afterwards  extensively 
acted  upon  in  both  the  above-nani«l  countries. 

In  the  following  year.  Dr.  Paterson  was  encouraged  to  fol- 
low in  the  steps  of  Mr.  Shore,  with  a  view  of  putting  into  exe- 
cution some  of  the  suggestions  and  recommendations  of  the 
latter  gentleman.    In  Christiania,  Dn  Pateraon  met  with  a  moat 
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friendly  reception,  and  he  found  in  the  Norwegian  Society  a 
growing  disposition  to  more  exertion.  He  succeeded  in  re- 
forming or  estaLlisliiug  Agencies,  iu  direct  CDnnection  with  tlie 
Society  in  London,  at  Christianiaj  Drontlieiin,  Bergen,  Sta- 
vanger,  and  Christlansand.  At  Christiania,  he  made  arrange 
ments  for  printing  successive  editions  of  liibles  and  Testomeot&r 
as  they  might  be  wanted. 

Tlie  several  Agencies  thus  constituted,  have  persevered  ia 
their  latours,  with  more  or  liaa  activity,  up  to  the  present 
time. 

An  interesting  review  of  the  Bible  Society's  work  in  Norway 
was  fnrnished,  at  ttte  period  of  the  Jubilee,  by  the  A^ncy  at 
Christiania,  from  which  tlie  following  extracts  are  takcii: — 

"  Our  country  lias  had  the  happiness  of  partaking  in  yoTir 
bounty :  for  a  number  of  years  your  helping  hand  has  been 
extended  to  us,  and  has  given  the  Holy  Bible  even  to  the  in- 
habitants  of  the  far  north.  For  though  the  Norwegian  Bibls 
Society  was  established  in  l81fi,  still  fi-om  the  first  moment  of 
ita  existence  it  was  so  powerfully  supported  by  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society,  that  the  operations  of  the  latter  in  tliis 
ccmntry  may  justly  be  said  to  have  commenced  from  the  saiq^H 
period.  Its  direct  and  independent  aetivity,  however,  did  n^^^ 
take  place  before  the  latter  end  of  1828,  when,  in  consequence 
of  the  encouragement  given  by  the  Secretary,  a  few  private 
individuals  unitetl  i'or  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  cuTulati 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  partly  by  salej  and,  where  necess; 
gratuitous  distribution.  Up  to  the  year  18.^2,  they  had  re- 
ceived from  the  Society  in  London,  1000  copies  of  the  Bibi 
and  3089  of  the  New  Testament ;  and  of  these  they  had.  up 
the  same  date,  distributed  951  copies  of  the  Bible,  and  2985 
the  New  Testament.  In  the  month  of  June  of  that  year, 
Paterson  came  out,  and  formed  the  present  Agency,  to; 
ther  with  branches  in  Christianaand,  Stavanger,  Bergen,  and 
Drontheim.  The  Society  in  London  has  successively  nutho- 
rii!cd  the  printing  of  tliirteen  editions  of  tlie  New  Testament, 
each  consisting  of  5000  copies,  altogether  G5,000,  Of  the 
Bible,  during  the  same  period,  four  editions,  of  5000  each,  have 
been  printed.  Since  the  year  1828,  the  Britisli  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society,  through  its  Agencies,  has  distributed  in  Norwa 


BRITrSH  AND  FOHBIGV  BtBLE  SOCIETY. 


495 


I 


I 


I 

I 

I 


Norway. 


Sireclen- 


12,951  copies  of  the  Bible,  and  42,885  copies  of  the  New  Tos-  EUROPE 
tament;  in  all,  55,836  copies.  The  Norwc^iian  Bible  Society  cuArTlII, 
has,  since  1810,  distributed 4500 copius  of'ihe  Bible,  and  49,000  1829-54. 
copies  of  the  New  Testament,  or,' in  all,  53,500  copies.  The  two  si^  n. 
conjointly  liavc  circulat«l  17,451  Bibles,  and  91,885  New  Nortbem 
Testfltneots  j  iu  all,  109,336  copies*'* 

"  By  the  census  of  IS45,  Norway  contained  1,328,000  Inha- 
bitants, or  275,000  families:  since  tlien,  it  Is  estimated  that  an 
increase  of  10  per  cent,  has  taken  place  in  the  popuhilion, 
which  will  give  302,500  famdies,  consisting  of  1,460^S00  indi- 
viduals ;  showing  that  about  one-third  of  the  estimated  number 
of  families  in  the  country,  possess  a  copy  of  the  HuJy  Scrip- 
tures, oe,  OS  it  Is  assumed,  there  is  one  copy  among  thirteen 
individuals.  These  facts  prove  that  a  lari^  6eld  is  still  open 
in  Nonvay,  for  the  exercise  of  the  pious  and  benevolent  labours 
of  the  Society."* 

SwECEN. — The  Operations  of  tbe  Society  In  Sweden,  during 
the  period  now  imder  review,  assume  a  magnitude  and  interest 
demanding  a  somewhat  more  extended  notice,  than  has  been 
given  to  the  countries  we  ha\'cjust  quitted^ 

Tlie  visit  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Shore,  in  the  year  1831,  was  the 
means  of  drawing  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  Sweden,  as 
well  as  Norway.  His  report  of  the  Bible  Societies  in  Sweden 
was  favourable:  he  found  them,  on  the  whole,  in  an  active 
and  efficient  state.  Still,  it  appeared,  there  were  numerous 
cases  in  which  the  assistance  of  the  British  Society  was  de- 
sirable, especially  amonjL;  those  who,  through  j>overty,  were 
unable  to  purchase  the  Scriptures,  whether  at  the  full,  or  the 
reduced  prices. 

The  representations  of  Mi'.  Shore  led  to  the  application  to 
Dr.  Paterson,  to  undertake  that  journey  to  the  above  coun- 
tries, to  which  we  have  already  alluded,  Tliis  Mission,  which, 
from  the  position  taken  by  tbe  Societies  in  these  Northern 
kingdoms  in  regard  to  the  Apocrypha,  was  of  a  rather  -delicate 
nature,  was  carefully  prepared  for  by  previous  correspondence; 
and  as  at  Christiani-T:,  so  at  Stockholm,  Dr.  Paterson  met 
with  a  most  cordial  reception.     The  object  of  his  visit  seemed 

•  Measurea  have  since  leen  udopted,  with  a  view  to  the  still  more  effi- 
cient working:  of  these  aeveral  Agencies. 
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to  be  well  tmderstood  and  appreciated,  and  he  fotind  no  diffi- 
culty in  establishing  a  distinct  Agency  there,  on  a  respectable 
and  most  satisfactory  footing.  He  likewise  succeeded,  in  pro- 
cuiTng  the  friendly  countenance  and  co-operation  of  the 
bishops  of  the  principal  dioceses,  into  which  the  kiugdom  of 
Sweden  is  dividtd;  while  from  tlie  Swedish  Bible  Society,  and 
especially  from  its  honoured  and  noble  President,  Count  Ro- 
senblad,  he  received  all  the  encouragement  which  the  regu- 
lations under  which  they  acted  allowed,  and  which  those  who 
had  the  cause  of  the  Society  at  heart  might  be  expected  to 
render.  Mr.  Keyser,  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Swedish  Societv, 
with  the  concurrence  of  all  parties^  became  a  member,  witli 
several  other  gentlemen,  of  the  new  and  separate  Agency,  ia 
which,  from  that  time,  he  took  a  very  lively  interest,  acting 
for  many  years,  and  until  his  death,  as  its  Secretary.  When 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Scott,  who  was  for  aome  tune  Wesleyan  Missio- 
nary and  Minister  at  Stockholm,  and  also  an  active  member 
of  the  Agency,  retunied  into  this  country,  the  principal  duties 
of  the  Agency,  as  well  as  the  whole  of  the  correspondeoce, 
devolved  on  Mr.  Keyser,  whose  zeal  and  devotednesa  in  the 
cause  was  peraeveringly  maintained  to  the  last.  It  ia  to 
the  Agency  thus  established  and  constituted,  that  the  sub- 
sequent  history  of  the  Society's  work  in  Sweden  chiefly 
relates. 

Before  Dr.  Paterson  left.  Stockholm,  he  made  arrangements 
there,  as  at  Christiania,  for  bringing  ont  successive  editions  of 
the  Scriptures,  as  they  might  be  wanted,  by  the  employment 
of  stereotyj>e  plates  and  otherwiae  ;  and  the  order  and  efficiency 
with  which  the  work  of  the  Agency  hga  been  ever  since  con- 
ducted, may  be  taken  as  evidence  of  the  wisdom  and  care  em- 
ployed in  constructing  its  basis,  and  establishing  the  r^u- 
lations  for  ita  future  guidance. 

The  Agency  thus  happily  established,  was  soon  found  in 
active  •peration.  Nor  was  it  left  without  an  immediate  field 
and  call  for  its  labours  j  for,  in  the  single  diocese  of  Westeras,  a 
retnrii  was  made  of  above  l(),tM>0  families  without  the  word  of 
God  in  their  possession ;  a  large  proportion  of  whom  were  re- 
presented as  too  poor  to  give  any  thing  towards  the  purchase 
of  El  copy.     This  was  stated  to  be  especially  the  case  amor^ 
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the  poor  but  interesting  Dalecarlians,*  many  of  whom  knew  EUROrE. 
not  what  it  was  to  see  bread,  and  llie  remainder,  instead  of 
thresbing  and  ^riiidtnj^  their  rye,  as  in  otlier  more  favoured 
parts,  cut  oft"  the  whole  ears,  and  taat  them  togetlier  Uito  the 
mill,  making  the  produce,  chaff  and  all,  into  food.  These 
urgent  necessities  led,  in  some  cases,  to  gratuitous  distributions ; 
but  generally,  some  return  was  obtained,  which,  ui  some  yearsj 
amounted  to  70  per  cent,  on  the  original  cost  of  the  bouks  not 
isauod  gi-atuitously. 
■  By  the  close  of  the  year  1834,  the  Agency  had  cli-culated 

38,857  Bibles  and  Testaments,  and  had  printed  for  the  Society 
11,000  Bibles  and  45,000  New  Testaments,  including  two  or 
thi-ee  editions,  of  5000  each,  for  the  benetit  of  Finland. 

In  the  following  yeajj,  1H35,  an  important  application  was 
made  from  tlie  diocese  of  Skara,  where  much  distress  had  pre- 
vailed in  conseq^uence  of  the  cholera  and  raurrain.  After  a 
careful  investigation,  it  was  found  that  12,295  households  gave 
notice  of  tlieir  want  of  tlie  Holy  Scriptures,  and  their  desire 
to  possess  them.  The  stock  on  hand  would  not  allow  of  so 
large  a  demand  being  met  at  once;  but  2000  Bibles  and  .3000 
Testaments  were  immediately  voted,  and  moat  joyfully  and 
gratefully  received.  Measures  also  were  taken  to  expedite  a 
further  supply :  a  new  fount  of  standing  types  for  the  wliole 
Bible  was  oiflered,  and  in  the  mean  time,  an  edition  of  1000 
Bibles,  and  10,000  Testaments,  was  stmck  oft". 

While  these  works  were  in  progress,  the  inquiry  into  the  state  g^j.^^,^ 
of  the  different  dioceses  was  diligently  carried  forwai'd-  In  1836, 
the  diocese  of  Wexio  presented  15,000  families  as  destitute, 
and  a  communication  was  received  from  the  Bishop  of  Carlstadt, 
intimating  tliat  1 2,000  families  in  that  diocese  hatl  made  known 
their  destitution,  and  desire  to  have  the  Sacred  Scriptures. 

The  distributions  made  in  consequence  of  these  representa- 
tions, appeal"  to  have  been  attendeil  witli  the  most  beneficial 
results,  and  the  expressions  of  gratitude  for  the  aid  rendered, 
were  most  abundant  and  gratifying. 

The  Agency  was,  at  the  same  time,  employed  Jn  extending 
the  Society's  benevolent  assistance  to  Finland,  where,  at  that 
period,  symptoms  of  a  revival  of  religion  had  begun  to  show 

*  Of  wham  on  afTectia^  incident  is  iiurTut«(l,  p.  331. 
E  K 
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tliemselvGS,  accorapaniod  with  an  unusual  ilusire,  on   the  part 
of  tbo  peu]>k-3  tu  obtain  and  studv  tlii;  word  of  Gtxl. 

But  whilu  so  many  parts  of  Sweden  weru  avsillinw  them- 
selvea  of  the  pi'oSei'ed  aid  of  the  Sucinty,  th'ti'L*  were  two  dio- 
ceses M'hich  declined  to  do  so,  tliaurh,  in  one  of  them,  8000 
fmudlies  •w&q  repreaented,  not  only  aa  destitute,  but  as.  earnestly 
dt'sirous  of  the  word  of  life  Tho  ohstniction,  it  seems,  arose 
i'raui  the  A|TOcrypba  question*  Ckjuhl  tlie  Society  Iiave  seen  it 
right  to  yield  that  point,  the  door,  it  -was  helievedj  would  hava 
been  immediately  opened ;  but  the  Agency  very  properly 
atijod  firm. 

By  the  close  of  1838,  that  is,  in  aix  years,  upwards  of 
100,000  copies  of  the  Scriptures  had  passed  into  circulation, 
thi'oiigli  the  nicdiutti  of  this  Agency. 

In  1840,  Archbishop  WingSrd,  formerly  Bishop  of  Gothen- 
burg, but  now  raised  to  be  Archbisliop  of  Sweden,  writing 
from  Upsala,  after  expressing  his  gratitude  for  the  diatribuliou 
of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  which  lie  had  been  assisted  to  effect 
in  his  fonner  diocese,  requested  to  be  favoured  with  a  siiuilar 
exercise  of  the  Society's  bounty,  in  regard  to  the  populous  dio- 
cese of  Upsala.  At  tlie  same  time  he  ortered,  in  the  uanie  of 
the  Swedish  Church,  the  thanks  of  tliat  Church  for  what  tlie 
Society,  through  its  Agency,  had  been  enabled  to  accotnplisb. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  manner  in  TV'hicb  the  people  in 
general  prized  the  efforts  made  on  their  behalf,  the  following 
extract  is  given  from  a  letter  of  one  of  the  correapondents  of  the 
Agency : — 

"  Every  Suiidny  I  am  aaaniled  witli  itiquiries  for  BiMes ;  Bad  the  jwor 
people,  with  tears  of  joy,  utter  their  expressiocs  of  blesaing  on  the,  noble 
Society  that  exti'uils  it,*  liWrality  &o  liouDtifulIj  to  them.  The  desire  for 
the  word  of  life  ia  iodeed  very  great  among:  thenij  imd  they  consider 
the  Sacred  Volume  as  the  jjirentest  tneaaure  which  they  cnn  possess.  The 
report  of  your  dietributioTis  here  hns  rcnched  tteverat  ndjaming  pamhe«, 
where  there  ia  a  greirt  waiit,  nrd  hIbo  a  grent  desnre  to  oMiiin  the  fiibles  ; 
and  many  indiTiduflls  hare  applied  to  me  for  copies  under  the  same 
fuTOuralile  coDdit,iL)n,s  as  1  funiish  them  here;  l>ut  I  Iiave  not  ventured  to 
jaake  fluj  promise,  as,  in  factj  the  300  Bibles  wbieli  you  hiive  engaged  fo 
send  me  will  amrcely  6uffii?e  for  our  own  want*.  Oh,  hnw  much  do  I 
wish  that  it  were  in  my  power  to  describe  the  anxiety  of  the  poor  pi-opfe 
tn  pfiwupfts  the  Scrifiturt*  I  If  you  am  do  any  thing  in  Uifir  I>phwli'  with 
the  respected  Bible  So^-ieiy,  let  me  eomestly  entreat  you,  in  tlxe  name  of 


m 


I 


EUnOPE. 
Chap   IH. 

Sbct.  IL 
noiltuekn 

Swedea. 

1U13. 


Col  port  age 
ihlupied  iu 


Him  wlifiae  will  it  ia  that  the  whale  enrtli  shnll  lie  fillMi  with  Hift  kJl0W<- 
kd^,  tu  rfjiruMait  (he  Jestitute  ctrndition  ia  whjuh  lliey  are," 

SoDii  after  the  period  above  refeiTcd  to,  that  is,  about  the 
years  l*i42, 1843,  the  attention  of  tbe  Agency  became  directed 
to  the  subject  of  coliiurtage.  Tlie  experiment  was  new,  and  re- 
quired to  he  nindo  with  coutton.  In  the  first  instance^  a  Col- 
porteur waa  sent  to  the  country  bordering  upon  Korway ;  and 
two  devoted  and  zealous  seamen,  who  had  been  engaged,  at 
the  expense  of  tbe  Anieriean  Seamen's  Soeiety,  for  the  ship- 
pin^Ei  at  Stockholm  and  Gotlienburg,  were  afterwards  em- 
ployed  by  the  Agency,  and  with  no  inconsiderable  success. 
One  of  them  especially,  of  the  name  of  Nilson,  continued  for 
several  years  to  labour  with  much  advantage,  and  with  the 
prospect  of  still  wider  usefulness,  when  his  hiboura  were  sub- 
pemled,  and  he  himself  banished  tiie  kingdom,  in  consequence 
of  Ilia  having  adopted  the  sentiments  of  the  Baptists. 

The  following  extracts  from  Nikon's  joiimals,  may  show  how 
he  was  accustomed  to  carry  on.  hia  work,  and  the  kind  of 
results  which  followed. 

In  1847  he  writes: — 

"  In  aptte  of  the  tiraea  of  scarcity,  in  aeveral  places  approaching-  ta 
famine,  anjong-  the  country  people,  the  sales  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  have 
not  Iteea  leas  than  during;  the  seven  preceding-  y«irs,  ia  which  I  had  tbe 
jjrivilege  of  distributiiig  Che  huly  word.  In  the  courac  of  lost  year  1  Lave 
worked—in  this  occupation  m  riuhly  Ueastd  to  my  heart — not  only  among  lusiaufM 
senmen  on  boani  tbe  vesaela  in  our  harbours,  aa  m  furmer  years,  but  have  of  liappy 
also  mmle  several  excarsioiiB  into  the  country.  During  the  months  of  '^"^'^ 
February  and  March,  J  made  a  journey  into  tlie  counties  of  Etfehorg' 
and  llnlland,  in  order  to  sell  Biblw.  A  poor  eottagrt'T  and  hw  wife  cfm- 
fessed  that,  chiefly  by  the  reading-  of  a  Bible,  which  the  postor  of  the 
congregatioa  had  given  to  them  on.  account  of  the  Bible  Society  at  Go- 
theiilmr^,  they  had  come  to  a  living-  ftitli  in  the  Lord  Jeaua,  The  dangliter 
of  a  fihoemitker  had  received  a  New  Tegiament,  The  girl  now  read  on 
Sundays  to  her  pai^nta  in  the  ^'ew  Testament,  The  conseqiipuce  was, 
ihiit  they  found  pleiiaure  ia  the  word  of  God,  and  the  father,  who  had 
formerly  led  a  disorderly  tifCj  eapeciallj  by  drinking',  not  only  discond- 
nued  this  conduct,  but  in  every  recipect  befl«  evidence  of  the  power  of  the 
Lord's  grace  lo  renew  the  heart  of  man, 

"  In  a  viUag'e  where  tJiere  are  several  vater-nullH,  I  heortl  some  facts 
retiited  by  persood  who  had  themselvei'  ei[)«riencrtl  the  grace  of  God>  A 
milleT'ii  man  had,  thr^e  years  before,  when  1  tmvelted  that  road,  butiirht 
a  Bible  of  me.    Shortly  before,  he  bad  been  mirnculoiialy  aaved  from  fall- 
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inp;  into  tlie  etteam,  iml  beiiifj  LTiiplied  hy  the  wheel  of  the  mill.  This 
acdilent  had  awtikened  liim  to  anxiety  (.'uiiLieniiiig-  his  B<ml.  He  eom- 
mejiced  reading  hid  new  Bible,  with  tamest  prayer  to  the  Suviour  for  the 
^idunre  imil  ccinBoIation  of  Hia  Spirit.  Tliiiit  was  vDiich94iJfed  to  liim ;  tmcl 
after  some  time  the  miller'a  man,  whom  we  call  John,  was  a  cheerful  c«n- 
feasor  of  the  name  of  Jesus,  both  by  word  and  dwiL  But  pert^ecudoa 
cflme ;  his  muflter  and  mifltrfsft,  and  his  former  comradeB,  tog-etber  with 
those  who  fireqiiented  the  mill,  dippeared,  as  it  werp,  incensed  hy  hell, 
Bud  united,  na  thi^y  Boid,  to  put  a  stop  to  John's  Bible- reading:.  But  tim 
Lurd  stren^'lheaed  luid  upheld  Ilisi  aervnnt  iw  this  trial;  and  after  fiome 
time  the  niiller^d  sun,  Anders,  a.  joun^  uibq  of  twenty  years,  -wild  and 
impious,  was  also  guined  for  the  Saviour.  Andei-a  was  John^a  ftssi&tant, 
or,  TTiore  iiTojitrly,  his  superior  in  the  mill.  Thej  had  formerly  been  the 
best  frieuda  in  the  world ;  but  Andi^rs  tried  now,  with  all  his  power,  by 
tJirent.'*,  violtuce,  calumny,  urtificea,  and  entieeiuent-ii,  to  carry  bid  former 
companion  buck  again  to  his  jireviDUs  mode  of  life,  but  in  vain.  One  day, 
when  John  was  at  the  forg'e,  and  Anders  found  him.-^elf  alone  in  the  mill, 
be  took  John's  Bible  with  the  purpose  of  casitin^  it  into  the  streain  ;  but, 
as  if  by  mere  accident.,  he  ujiened  the  book,  and  now  he  read  the  words  of 
the  *%viour,  Wott.  xxiv.  41,  '  Two  (wnineii)  ahuU  be  grindipg-  at  the  mill, 
the  one  shall  he  tftkeu,  and  the  othtT  left.'  Tliese  words  touched  hia 
hi'art,  ■find  were  like  n  thunder-cJup  to  hia  confidence.  Trembling",  he  laid 
the  Bible  in  itd  plat-e  in  the  mill -chamber,  and  was  from  that  very  hour 
on  altered  man.  Some  time  afterward:),  Anders  was  heard  to  confess  that 
JesuB  Cbrist  had  pardoned  even  his  flins.  AVith  gkd  cheerfuhjeaa  an*] 
amicablt^  confident!*  these  two  men  have  hitherto,  in  one  mind,  wulkiv] 
together;  and  in  apitt;  of  the  persecytion  rai-i^d  by  the  enemiea  of  the 
Gospel,  miuiy  peraoiis  ia  that  vilkg-e,  and  still  more  from  the  neighhour- 
ittg  dii4tri<:ts,  have  united  with  theae  two  youths,  encouraged  by  them  to 
follow  the  Saviour," 

Af^aiii,  in  1850  he  writes : — 

"  To  ft  poor  old  Bailor^  living-  some  miles  from  town,  I  presented  a  Bible 
on  behalf  of  the  Society  soma  years  since.  Three  wteka  iig"o,  heinp  an  a 
joymey  in  the  country j,  I  panged  the  ni^ht  with  w>me  Christian  friends  in 
hk  n«ig'ltbourhDod,  mid  had  th«  pkasure  to  meet  in  the  eveTiing*,  aniDii)^ 
other  followers  of  Jesua  and  Uis  word,  this  old  son  of  the  ocean.  It  wins 
truly  afiei^ting-  lo  hear  the  grey -haired  Bailor  relating-,  tears  of  joy  rolling- 
down  his  furrowed  cbceka,  what  the  Lord  had  lately  done  for  liis  soul. 
'  I  did,'  he  aaid,  '  lead  ul  very  sinful  hfe  in  all  my  time  until  Iwelye  years 
af.'o,  when  I  wiia  obliged  to  quit  the  service  at  aea  on  accoimt  of  old  iigu 
and  sicfcner?.  Before  itiy  leaving-  the  sea,  I  had  eamestJy  thought  of 
mending  iny  hfe ;  Imt  I  was  thorouylily  i^tiorunt  of  ihe  rjj;ht  way, 
tliinkicj^  that  by  tuy  own  strength  1  might  lay  tuiide  ain,  mul  that  ImkI, 
for  the  wike  of  my  prayers  and  my  pirty,  would  accejit  me  in  His  gruce. 
But  iKK-auee  I  did  not  know  ray  own  heart.,  nor  th<i  merit  of  Jeaua  l!!hris{, 
my  iaipruvt-menl  was  but  of  my  own  w«rk«,  which  by  dej^TW*  died  awnv ; 
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,  it  commenceil  anew,  aud  soon  rnuuhed  again.  VTien  I  aunis  home,  I  EUROPE 
miiewtid  my  t-Scirtd  at  recovery,  more  in  real  earnest^  dreudiug'  a  fast- 
a])j)rua,t}un|r  dentil.  It  waa  thee,  you,  on  the  recommendadon  of  Bume 
CbrLitjan  friejidw,  mflde  mn  a  preswiit  of  the  word  of  life.  This  hus  tfver 
sincdj  ila  fill  Uieee  friends  well  know,  lietii  my  polar  stflF,  ttMeh^  praised 
be  the  prnce  of  tlie  I^rd,  huB  led  my  poor  soul  to  cost  its  unchor  upon  the 
fust;  ftnil  ujwhakeii  rock— the  death  of  Jeeua  Christ  for  luy  ein?.  The 
Bible,^  he  add<;d,  '  ia  now  my  only  treasure,  my  comjmsa,  ray  chart-  and 
I  fan  Burt!  it  will  not  misleud  me,  nor  cht^at  my  ciLLculatioji,  hut  guide  me 
to  the  eternal  harbour.'  " 

En  1844,  the  Rev.  George  Scott,  who  had  tlien  returned  to 
this  comitry,  brought  under  tlio  attention  of  the  Society,  the 
desirablent^ss  of  printing  a  diamond  edition  of  the  Swedish  eTble'in 
New  Testiiment,  in  Roman  characters :  10,000  copies  were  Kcimaii 
accordingly  printed  at  the  Oxford  University  press,  whicli 
met  with  so  gi-ca-t  acceptance,  that,  in  tlie  following  year, 
another  edition  of  10,000  wm  printed;  and  to  these  were 
added  an  edition  of  20,000  copies,  of  the  whole  Bible,  in  tlie 
same  portable  size,  in  pearl  type.  The  sale  was  accomplished 
at  the  Society's  fixed  prices,  and  the  circulation  extended 
through  niiLiiy  parts  of  the  country.  These  editiona  were, 
throughout,  reci^ived  with  great  satisfactioD,  and  mostly  among 
the  higher  classes. 

In  1847,  the  Swedisli  Bible  Society  lost  its  venerable  Pre-  Dwth  of 
sident,  Coimt  Roaenblad.  He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine,  fount  Hu- 
He  had  been,  from  the  first,  a  warm  and  active  promoter  of 
the  Society,  and  maintained  a  friendly  correspondence  with 
the  noble  President  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society, 
even  after  the  relation  between  tlie  two  Societies  had  become, 
in  consequence  of  the  Apocryplia  q^uestion,  less  intimate.  To 
the  influence  of  the  venerable  Count  it  may  probably  be,  in 
no  gmall  degi'ee,  attributed,  lliat  the  operations  of  the  British 
Agency  In  Sweden,  ever  received.  &om  the  friends  of  the 
Swedish  Society,  not  only  no  opposition,  but  rather  encourage- 
ment; so  that  between  the  twu  parties  an  harmonious  ac- 
tion was  maintained,  and  both  had  to  rejoice  in  considerable 
anccess. 

The  Swedish  Bible  Society  has  contmue^l  to  enjuy  the  \r&-  Fatrooage 
tronage  of  the  King,  who  generally,  along  witli  other  members  "^'■^''^''S 
of  the  royal  household,  attends  its  Anniversaries,  and,  on  one 
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CinT.in.  withliim. 

j8-2fl-5i.         Tlie  Agency  at  Stockliolni,  during  the  following  years,  ex- 
SeittTii.    iiibited  unabated  activity;  and  bus  proved,  on  the  whole,  one 
NuiLTUKRN.  of  t|,g  i^ogt  pi-o3perou8  and  satisfactory  of  tbe  Society's  Fo- 
SwcJen.     reign  Agencies.     Its  affairs  have  been  conducted  with  mucli 
seguliirity  and  diligence,  and  the  valuable  Reports  which  it  haj 
furnished  from  year  to  year,  have  aboniided  in  interesting  in- 
cidents and  information.     Among  not  the  least  important  and 
interesting  of  its  transmitted  ducuments,  is  the  following  state- 
ment, drawn  up  and  forwarded  on  occasion  of  the  Jubilee  of 
the  Society,  containing  a.  summary  view  of  the  entire  Bible 
work,  aa  carried  on  in  that  country  from  the  commencement 
of  itj  in  1812,  down  to  tlie  year  1854. 
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**  At  the  commencement  of  the  present  centniy,  and  at  tlic 

period  of  the  establishment  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society,  namely,  in  tha  year  1804,  the  religious  condition  of 
this,  as  well  as  of  other  countries,  was  at  a  very  low  ebb,  and 
in  many  places,  partly  owing  to  the  system  of  philosophy  pre- 
valent at  the  time,  and  partly  to  the  pulltical  aspect  of  ailairs 
in  Europe,  such  a  thing  as  religion  hud  all  but  ceased  to  eiist 
This  manifested  itself  by  a  continually -increasing  general 
neglect  of  the  reading  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  whiclt  pra- 
ceecled,  in  part,  from  tlic  contempt  entertained  for  them  l>y 
those  in  whose  possession  they  might  be ;  and  in  partj  also, 
from  the  comparative  scarcity  of  the  Bible  among  the  mass  of 
the  people.  The  fact,  also,  that  at  that  period  the  Bible  was 
a  tolerably  dear  book,  which  every  one  could  not  afford  to 
buy,  no  donbt  greatly  contributed  towards  producing  such  a 
I'esuIC;  and,  in  addition  to  this,  the  opinion  prevailed  with 
many  of  tlie  teachers  of  religion,  that  there  was  no  occasion 
for  the  Scriptures  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  common 
people,  where  they  might  do  more  harm  than  good ;  not  to 
mention  other  representations,  whose  source  one  might  be 
much  more  inclined  to  trace  to  Rome  than  to  a  Protestant 
country.  In  short,  at  the  period  of  unbelief  referred  to,  the 
Lord  of  the  Church  was  wholly  placed  in  the  background,— 
He,  of  whom  the  Apostle  John  says, '  In  Him  was  life,  and  the 
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Ufo  was  the  light  of  men,' 
acknowledged  J.  und  tSicrc 
darkness  rather  than  li^lit.' 

"It  -was  ujider  such  circumstances,  that  a  man  who  will 
ever  be  dear  to  us,  nfimotvi  Dr.  PitltTson,  came  to  tliis  countr}', 
B  few  years  aiYei'  the  formation  of  tho  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society,  for  the  purpose  of  making  himself  acquainted 
with  tho  state  of  matters  tlien  existing^  so  as  to  be  uhlo  to 
decide  on  the  possihility,  or  otherwise,  of  establishing  a  Society 
for  the  circnlation  of  the  Scriptures.  What  difficulties  he 
encountered,  will  be  sufficiently  known  from  the  older  records 
of  the  Society.  In  tlie  mean  time  lie  succeeded  so  far  a8,  by 
way  of  commencement,  to  form  tlte  EvangeHcal  Society,  whose 
more  immediate  object  it  indeed  was  to  publish  Religious 
Trnets ;  but  which,  being  encouraged  tliereto  by  the  liberal 
fissistanee  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  at  a  very 
early  date  began  to  print,  ft'ora  standing  types,  in  the  first 
placCj  the  New  Testament,  and  aftenvards  tlie  entire  Bible, 
which  were  then  put  into  circulation ;  the  Apocryphal  Books, 
it  should  he  stated,  being  excluded  from  tlie  Bible.  The 
first  edition  appeared  in  tho  year  1812,  and  was  received 
by  numbers  with  the  liveliest  joy.  At  the  same  time,  there 
were  persons  who  entertained  a  different  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject, especially  tht»se  who  were  desirous  of  waiting;  for  the 
improved  transhition^  which  Inid  been  in  vain  looked  fur  atiicc 
the  year  1793,  bat  which  to  this  hour  lias  not  yet  made  its 
appearance. 

'*  At  the  Anniversary  Meeting  of  the  above-named  Evan- 
gelical Society,  In  the  same  year,  namely,  1H12,  an  esteemed 
speaker  gave  it  detiiiled  account  of  all  tho  editions  of  the  Scrip- 
tures printed  in  Sweden,  from  the  time  of  the  introduction  of 
the  Reformation  to  the  year  ISll,  from  wliich  it  appeari<d  as 
highly  probable,  that  the  number  of  copies  existing  in  the 
country  at  that  time,  could  not  be  more  than  about  101,600; 
and  that,  taliing  the  average  of  the  poorer  classes,  only  one  In 
every  eighty-one,  could  be  considered  aa  the  possessor  of  a  Bible. 
'The  woihI  of  the  Lord  was  precious  iti  those  dnvs:  there  was 
no  open  vision'  (1  Sam.  iil.  1).  But  tlie  days  had  begun  to 
dawn  of  which  the  Propliet  speaks,  when  he  says,  *  Behold,  tlie 
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„    ~         the  land  ;  not  a  famine  of  bread,  nor  a  thirst  for  water,  hu 

1^29-54.    bearing  the  words  of  the  Lord'  (Amos  viii.  1 1).     »  He 

Sbct  it    worketli  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  His  own  good  pleasu 


Sweden. 


NoBTUEfiR  gave  witli  the  food,  also  the  hunger  after  it, 

"  Of  what  lias,  since  that  time,  been  accompli  abed,  the  ye 
accounts  forwarded  to  London  will  have  furnished  ample 
tills  :  Eutfiicc  it  hore  to  say,  that  during  the  interreniii^  peri 
al>out  Ij220j000  copies  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures  have  i>een 
into  circulation,  cluefly  in  this  country,  but  partly  also 
Finland,  through  the  iiistrumentrtlity  of  the  Swedish  B 
Society,  established  in  the  year  1814,  and  of  the  Agency 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society.  Of  this  nnuib 
AnMmntHif  about  276,000  consisted  of  whole  Bibles,  and  nuiono;  th 
circalatioD,  were  not  less  than  123,000  without  the  Apocrypha,  issi 
from  the  depot  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Socio 
which  fact  sufficiently  proves,  that  the  gloomy  forebodings, 
pressed  in  a  former  communieatiun  by  some  of  our  trien< 
with  regard  to  the  circulation  of  the  Bible,  unaccompanied 
these  Apocryphal  books,  were  without  foundation ;  and  ti 
by  following  such  a  course  '  the  liberty  of  conscience  has 
bten  interfered  with.' 

"How  much  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  in 
exercise  of  its  benevolence,  has,  during  a  period  of  soraowlu 
more  tlian  forty  years,  contributed  towards  promoting  so 
tensive  a  distribution  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  our  couDtx; 
is  clearly  shown  from  the  fact,  that  the  sums  of  money  vqU 
by  it,  up  to  the  year  1826,  in  aid  of  the  various  Bible  S< 
cietie3  formed  in  Sweden,  amounted  to  £10,000  sterlinj^  j  al 
that,  since  tliat  period,  nearly  300,000  rixnlollars  banco, 
£25,000  sterling,  have  been  exjiended  for  its  account  kn  tl: 
circulation  of  the  word  of  God  by  the  Agency  in  this  city,  e; 
elusive  of  the  value  of  the  large  nimibers  of  Bibtea  and  Ne 
Testaments  printed  in  London,  and  thence  forwarded  to  th 
different  Bible  Societies  in  the  country,  before  the  eatablis 
ment  of  the  Agency. — Can  this  have  been  a  work  of  man  ?  Al 
suredly  not!!  *  It  is  the  Lord's  doing;  it  is  m^veIlou£  in  oi 
eyes'  (Ba.  csviii.  23), 

"  Whereas,  forty  years  ago,  only  one  person  in  eighty-oii' 
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could  be  tlie  possessor  of  the  Sacred  Volnme,  nowj  olthojigh 
tlifl  papulation  has  since  increased  by  more  than  a  million, 
for  evi;ry  tliii-d  pei'son,  there  has  been  pruvided  the  New  Tes- 
tament, and  for  every  twelftli,  or  thirteenth,  a  copy  of  tlie  entire 
Bible.  From  this,  however,  as  was  done  in  the  calculation 
for  tlie  [leriod  preceding  the  year  181 1,  a  reasonable  deduction 
mnst  be  made  for  all  the  copies  wliich,  in  the  iuterva!,  have 
been  either  worn  out  or  lost;  and  it  must  moreover  be  re- 
marked, that  in  certain  of  the  National  Schools,  the  Sacred 
Volume  is  in  more  common  use  than  in  others;  both  which 
facta  lead  U3  to  the  conclusion,  that  we  must  certainly  not 
reckon  upon  finding  tlie  Scriptures  among  the  greater  pro- 
portion of  the  inliabitantfi,  or  iJi  every  habitation  of  those 
belonging  to  the  wealthier  classes,  much  less  in  every  cottage 
of  the  ]ioor-  There  is,  consequently — and  it  accords  with  all 
the  reports  which  have  been  i-eceived — a  considerable  portion 
of  the  population  of  our  country  still  without  the  possession  of 
the  Scriptures;  and  coiistdering  that  the  number  of  house- 
holds is  increasing  at  the  rate  of  20,000  aunually,  and  that 
thus,  in  relcrenco  only  to  the  supply  of  these,  nearly  three 
times  the  number  of  entire  Bibles  distributed  in  the  course 
of  the  laat  few  years  would  be  requisite ;  it  will  be  clearly  seen, 
liow  distant  we  as  yet  are,  from  attaining  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  wish,  of  seeing  a  Bible  in  the  possession  of  each 
family  in  our  land-  Further,  taking  one  or  the  other  province 
by  itself,  and  comparing  the  increase  of  tlie  population,  or  of 
the  new  households  from  year  to  year,  with  the  number  of 
copies  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures  which,  during  tiie  same  jwriod, 
have  .been  distributed  there,  it  must  be  confessed  that  such  a 
comparison  is  often  very  saddening;  more  especially  when  it 
cannot  be  taken  for  granted,  that  the  Sacred  Volume  pre- 
viously existed  there ;  which  certainly  would  not,  ui  tlie  ma- 
jorily  of  instances,  have  been  the  case. 

"  While  it  must  be  acknowledged,  that  in  comparison  with 
former  times,  tlie  desire  after  the  word  of  Life  has  con- 
siderably increased,  we  are  only  thereby  tlie  mure  surely  led 
H  to  the  positive  conviction,  that  much,  very  much,  still  remains 
I  to  be  accomplished  in  our  coonti-y,  before  the  precious  woixi  of 
I     God  will  bo  accessible  everywhere,  and  before  every  one  will 
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be  able  to  read  it.  Lot  not,  therefore,  your  respected  Socictj 
grow  weary  in  scattering  abroad  tho  precious  seed  in  the  Innd 
of  its  neighbours,  Sweden,  in  full  iissurance  of  the  ble$sin.f 
which  the  Lord  ha3  promised  to  the  propagation  of  His  word. 
And  ohj  that  all  in  onr  land,  who  have  boen  endowed  with 
means  and  abilities  for  the  work,  would,  with  rencvFed  zeal, 
seize  every  opportunity  that  may  present  itself,  for  the  fur- 
therance of  this  good  cause,  and  thereby  hasten  forward  the 
approach  of  the  wished-for  period;^  when  no  one  shall  be  formd 
unprovided  with  a  Bible. 

"  Now  unto  Him  that  is  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly. 
above  all  that  we  ask  or  thmk,  according  to  the  power  tiiat 
worketh  in  U3,  unto  Him  be  glory  m  the  Church  bv  Jesus 
Christ,  throughout  all  ages,  world  without  end.     Amen.^" 

Tho  death  of  Mr.  Keyser,  the  Society ^a  old  and  valued  cor- 
respondent at  Stockholm,  and  for  many  years  the  active  and 
devoted  Secretary  of  the  Agency  there,  induced  the  Society 
to  make  arrangements,  in  the  sumincr  of  1853,  for  n  visit  to 
that  country  by  the  Society's  Assistant  ForeJ^  Secretary',  Mr. 
Knolleke.  The  reception  and  hospitable  entertidnnient  gi\*eii 
to  him,  as  the  representative  of  the  Society,  not  only  by  the 
surviving  members  of  the  Agency,  but  by  many  ifspectable 
a»iid  iurtuentia,l  friends,  including  especially  Count  Snoilaky, 
the  Treasm'cr  of  the  Swedish  Bible  Society,  was  very  cra- 
tifying.  After  ranch  conference,  Mr.  Knolleke  succeeded  in 
re-organizing  the  Agency,  and  placing  it  on  a  satisractory 
basid> 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Rolitlieb,  Minister  of  the  German  Church 
in  Stockholm,  accepted  tho  office  formerly  hold  byt  Mr, 
Kcyser;  and  tho  zeal  and  dovotedness  with  which  he  entered 
on  his  work,  and  tho  character  of  his  subsequent  eorro- 
spoudence,  give  every  promise  that  tlie  afiaJrs  of  this  im- 
portant Agency  will  be  carried  on  with  no  dbninished  ability 
or  energy. 

Mr.  Knolleke  had  it  in  charge,  among  other  ohjecla,  to 
make  inquiries  respecting  supplying  the  students  of  the  prin- 
cipal Universities  in  Sweden  and  Norway  with  cojiies  of 
the  Scriptures,  as  a  Jubilee  present.  The  bt'eakhig  out 
of  tJie  cholera  prevented  his  visiting  tlio  latter  country,  aa 
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he  had  intended ;  but  in  Sweden,  the  subject  was  taken  up  EUROPE, 
with  niufh  cordiality-  The  Archbisho^t  of  Upsnla,  and  cnAiTlII. 
other  authorities,  mnnifestcd  n  lively  intorest  in  tho  undtr-  iii2fl-54. 
taking,  and  tlie  result  was  a  piMnt  of  Scriptures  from  the  Skct.  II. 
Jubilee  Fund,  as  a  present  to  the  Btudents  in  the  University  i^«i'T^Ea)* 
of  Upsalo.  Sw^Ira. 

■  The  Society  had  much  pleasure  in  sanctioning  arrange- 
ments, proposed  by  tlieir  friends  at  Stockholm^  for  an  ex- 
tensive supply  of  the  Scriptures  to  the  Swedish  army  and 
navy;  to  which  important  measure  the  authorities  kindly 
yioMed  their  assent,  and  the  Agency  were  empowered  to  print 
an  edition  of  12,000  Testamente,  for  this  express  purpose.* 


1QS4. 


I 


Russia. — Mention  has  ali'cady  been  made  of  the  formation  Sxu'^ 
of  a  Protestant  Bible  Society,  under  the  Presidency  of  Prince 
Lieven,   for  snpplyinfj  the  Protestants   of  Russia  with    the 
Scriptures.     Beforft  Dr.  Patcrson  left  St.  Petersburgh,  he  had  ^SlTsI-* 
the  pleasure  of  communicating  the  sanction  of  the  Emjioror  to  ^«;y  oudcr 
the  establishment  of  the  Society  ;  and  alsOj  that  it  had  20,000  Linren. 
copies  of  the  Scriptures  ready  for  diatribution,  besides  13,000  ^^^^' 
rubles  in  the  bank. 

At  the  same  timf;.  Dr.  Paterson  informed  the  Society  of 
■  an  affecting  letter,  which  he  had  received  from  Archbishop 
Tcngslrom,  detailing  the  circumstances  of  a  dreadful  fire  which 
had  tiiken  place  at  Abo,  and  whiuh  had  consumed  nearly  900 
of  the  1000  houses,  of  which  the  city  is  composed.  Eleven  pcstrnctit* 
thousand  inhabitants  were  left  without  houge  or  home.  The  ^^  ■*  ^'^' 
Archbishop  writes: — "It  grieves  me  to  the  heart  to  inform 
you,  that  all  the  Bibles  and  Testaments,  and  other  property, 
including  the  stereotj^e  plates  for  the  Bible,  belonging  to  the 
Finnish  Bible  Society,  have  become  «  prey  to  the  flames,  to 
the  amount  of  7000  rubles ;  and  thus  Finland  has  at  once  been 
deprived,  and  that  for  many  years  to  come,  of  all  access  to 
that  light  and  comfort  whicli  the  Bible  alone  can  afford."  The 
assistance  which  Dr.  Paterson  proposed,  was  a  grant  of  500 
Swedish,  and  2000  Fijmish  Testaments.  The  former  were 
cheerfully  grantetl;  and,  in  consequence  of  there  being  none  of 

_        •  The  later  rvportj  of  the  Agency,  shvvt  il  to  T>e  in  a  state  of  unOi- 
H    minidhed  activity. 
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possession  of  the  Societj^,  an  edition  of  $( 
copitjs  was  printed  for  that  purpose. 

But  little  w;i8  heard  of  the  Protestant  Bible  Society  at  St, 
Petei'sburgh,  till  about  four  years  after  its  establishment, 
namely,  ill  the  year  1832;  up  to  which  time,  it  Iiad  i&aued 
UjS37  copies  of  the  Scriptures,  in  tt'n  diffLu-ent  languages. 

The  Dorpatian  Bible  Society,  connected  witli  the  Protes- 
tant Society  at  St*  Peteraburgh,  and  subject  to  its  regulatioDS^ 
sliowed  at  this  time  considerable  revivah  In  one  parish,  no 
fewer  than  1274  persons  enrolled  themselvea  as  membersj  and 
seven  Bnincli  Scwictiea  were  formed  in  conuectioii  with  iL 
There  being  also  a  considerable  field  for  exertion  among  tlia 
German-speaking  part  of  the  population,  500  Bibles,  and  1000 
TestamentSj  were  placed  at  the  drsposal  of  Professor  Sai'torlus, 
who  kindly  offered  hia  scrvieca,  and  to  whom,  hencefomranJ, 
were  consigned  occasional  aupplies  for  the  above  purpose. 

The  Protestant  Bible  Soeiety  at  St.  Peteraburgb,  lias  conti- 
nued in  its  course  quietly^  and  without  interruption*  It  only 
issues  its  Reports  once  in  two,  three,  or  four  years.  The  intereat- 
inpf  details  of  its  proceedings  which  thus  reached  this  country, 
will  be  found  embodied,  froin  time  to  time,  in  this  Societv'* 
publications ;  affording  pleasing  indication  of  the  good  spirit 
and  perseverance  with  which  the  work  waB  conducted,  as  w(41 
as  numerous  proofs  of  it&  acceptance  and  usefulness.  Its  fifth 
Reiwrt,  published  in  1844,  shows  its  issues  in  the  preceding 
four  years,  together  with  those  of  its  Auxiliaries,  to  have  been 
4o>llo,  and,  from  its  commencement,  132>664  volumes,  Intho 
sacie  period,  It  had  printed  new  editions  in  tlie  German,  Livo- 
nian,  Keval-Esthonian,  Dorpat-Esthonian,  Lithuanian,  &c 

In  1848,  the  total  issues  of  this  Society  had  increasi 
209,219  copies,  and  in   18J4  to  above  250,l>0il.     Thus 
it  honoured  to  take  no  inconsiderable  share  in  such  biblical 
labours,  sa  were  still  permitted  within  the  range  of  the  Uussion 
empire. 

Having  thus  glanced  at  the  native  operations  carried  on  in 
Russia,  during  the  period  under  review,  we  now  proceed  to 
notice,  more  particularly,  those  directly  conducted  and  sup- 
ported, for  the  benefit  of  that  vaat  empire,  by  the  British 
Society  and  its  Agents, 
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The  direct  Agency  of  the  Dritisli  and  Foreign  Bible  Society 
in  Russia,  may  be  said  ta  have  originated  with  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Knill,  the  genlloman  already  referred  to  as  minister  of  an 
English  and  Amt'iiuaii  congregation  in  St.  Peteraburt^h.  His 
correspondence  with  the  Society  commenced  about  the  year 
1828,  when  ho  was  cntrnstcd  with  a  number  of  copies  for  dis- 
tribution. His  work  and  success  soon  becoming  much  greater 
than  he  had  expected,  lie  thought  it  wellj  after  a  timcj  to  asso- 
ciate with  himself  a  few  other  friends,  both  to  audit  bis  ac- 
counts, and  to  advise  and  assist  in  his  general  operations. 

Thus  was  established  an  Aj^oncy,  which  baa  ever  Euice 
continued,  and  which  has  not  only  supplemented  the  efforts 
of  the  Protestant  Bible  Society*  but  has  also  accomplished 
much  ivhich  that  Society  mi^ht  not  have  felt  at  liberty  to 
attempt. 

The  circumstances  which  led  to  Mr.  Knill's  entering  on  the 
work  of  Bible  distribution  at  St,  Petersburgh,  are  too  interest- 
ing to  be  passed  over  without  notice.  At  the  time  the  great 
Russian  Bible  Society  was  suspended,  a  considerable  stock  of 
Bibles  and  Testaments  were  on  liand.  Those  that  were  ready 
for  issuing,  were  allowed  to  be  sold  at  fixed  prices.  Few,  how- 
ever, were  called  for,  and  the  books  were  already  perishing  in 
the  damp  rooms,  in  wbtcli  they  bad  been  stowed  away.  In 
July  1828,  (as  related  by  him  in  an  Address  at  the  Public 
Meeting  in  London,  May  183-4,)  Mr.  Knill  obtaii]ed  a  few  of 
these  books  from  the  warehouse  wliei'e  tbey  had  lain  con- 
cealed, for  the  purpose  of  sending  them  to  a  young  Lutheran, 
who  had  been  singularly  induced  to  seek  the  spiritual  benefit 
of  the  inhabitants  of  a  smalt  island,  called  Hog  Land,  in  the 
Baltic     Air,  Knill  shall  now  speak  for  himself:— 

"  It  happened  one  doy,  when  I  was  pocliiii^  up  the  boxes,  for  my  yormg 
fiiend,  nich  some  medldnes,  his  vlothes,  and  tLft«en  Bibles ;  jufit  as  I  wu 
putting'  the  Uibles  into  the  box,  a  peasant  called  at  my  house  un  bumx^sa. 
As  abti  podised,  I  emd  ti^  ber, '  Cim  you  rinad  V  '  Y&*  said  ehe,  '  ia  my  own 
F)MDgii&g«.'  '  Wbat  ia  that  r  '  llie  Finiiiiili.*  '  l^iimi^li  I' Aoid  I,  '  here  t^  a  Finiiitli 
FimuAli  BiUe  :  read  it.'  She  reLtiveil  it,  read  it,  and  returned  the  book,  ^'^l*^  ^^'  ■ 
*  Have  you  a  Bible  I'  No,  I  never  had  one  j  I  never  had  enough  to  buy  one.' 
'How  much  money  have  you  now.,"  '  (Jiily  one  ruble.'  *l\'cl],  ^ve 
me  that,  and  I  will  give  you  thia  Bibte.'  Slie  looked  at  me  with  distrust, 
not  thinking  I  would  kt  her  hove  it  for  that  sum.    '  I  mean  what  I  say/ 
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said  I :  '  if  you  give  me  ttat  ruble,  I  will  give  you  this  book.'  Sbe  pw 
me  the  ruble,  mid  I  returned  her  the  bookt  sutd,  oh!  if  vou  LaJ  sea 
with  wlint  joy  flbe  receiveJ  it!  She  pressed  it  to  bcr  bosom,  wliile  te«ll 
gushed  from  lier  eyes  ;  anJ  aljij  seemed  to  feel  in  her  heart  that  alie 
g)3t  a  tr^iaaure,  the  lump  uf  life,  to  direct  her  throug'h  this  wildernfM 
lieaV'sn,  I  tbeu  said,  '  Go,  t«ll  your  joeifrlibouK,  if  any  of  tliem  wLih. 
rpceire  n  Bible,  they  aba.ll  hiive  one  for  a  ruble.'  SJie  went  to  the  har- 
marltet,  held  up  her  book,  nnd  exclaimed,  ' S&e]  see  f'  *  What  ift  it.' 
'  The  Bible  1'  '  Wh«re  did  you  get  it  T  'I  yot  it  froio  the  fortdgn  priest.' 
'What  did  it  cost!'  'A  ruble,'  'A  nibk-!  no,  that 's  imiiosiilile!  yi 
cou]  Ju't  get  that  for  n  ruble  V  '  Yes,  I  did  ;  and  the  tnan  tuld  mcj,  that 
any  of  you  wij^hed  to  have  one  at  the  same  price,  you  mig-lit.'  They  tool 
the  book  from  her,  gave  her  two  rubki*,  and  eoid,  'Now,  if  tou  can  gi 
und  brin^  ii5  two  Bibles  for  that,  3'ou  shall  linve  yrnir  book  a™ain-  if  not 
we  will  keep  it  for  your  having-  decciveJ  ut*,'  She  came  to  me,  lookini 
very  sorrowful,  fearing  tliat  1  should  not  let  her  have  the  bouts  •  Imt 
gave  her  them,  and  said,  '  Tell  yonr  neig'hliours  it  is  true ;  they  nuV 
have  aa  many  liiblea  as  they  will  brin^  rubles.'  She  wpnt,  the  lidin 
cij-fukted,  and  what  woa  the  consequence  f  In  eix  weeks  time  I  aoU  gfjtt 
copies.  Some  persons  cHiQie  eixty  ver&ts  to  procure  tbeiDj  aud  w  ere  at  my 
houBB  by  daybreak,  that  they  njigbt  not  Icisti  the  precioua  ("JlifujrtUDJtvJ 
I  wasj,  howevepj  in  same  measure,  taken  by  surprise.  Certamlv  I  wi4 
not  prepared  to  fariuBh  80O  Bibles^  and  therefore  did  not  know  what  W 
do.  I  had  Riven  my  word  to  supply  the  peofde,  and  a^  they  poitn^  ui, 
ten  or  twenty  nt  a  time,  I  felt  at  &  loss.  1  said  to  my  wife,  '  What  phiB 
I  do  T  Our  MuBter  18  faithful :  I  have  given  my  wurd  to  the  [jeople,  aad  it 
1  fail  I  shall  lose  my  character.'  Sherei'lied,  '  It  ia  God's  n-firk  :  go  for- 
ward.' " 

The  following  beautiful  insliincc  of  the  efteot  of  reading  ilia 
Scriptures,  and  one  that  fell  under  Mr.  KnilTs  own  know- 
ledge, is  given  in  one  of  his  earlier  letters,  in  wiiicli  h  coiitaiuel 
an  account  of  Iiis  distribution  of  the  first  1800  copies, 

"When  the  young;  jwrsQa  fimt  came  to  ue^  she  atemed  to  take  ereal 
delight  iH  reading,  and  we  were  gratified  to  see  how  diligently  slie  im- 
proved every  spare  moment  for  this  purpose  ;  but  the  first  tinoe  she  dis- 
covered any  ejnotion  reepecting  it,  waa  one  eveuiHg-  wLeu  reading  th« 
liiitorj'  of  Comelitie,  She  came  to  my  wife  with  an  ansiuus,  inquiring 
lock,  and  aaid,  *  Please  to  explab  this  to  me :  CornehuB  faBted,  prayed  to 
God  alway,  and  gave  much  alms  to  the  people,  yet  he  was  oommamJed 
to  ppod  for  Petfir.  JIow  is  this?  What  could  be  do  more?  la  any  thiny 
jaoTe  required  of  us  tbim  lu  pmy^  give  almu,  aud  keep  the  fa*t  *"  Mr*. 
Knill  answered, '  If  sometiuiig-  more  litid  not  Wen  necesttori',  the  aiig«<I 
would  not  have  commanded  it  Proceed  with  the  iiurrutivej  rtmI  mark 
what  Ptter  said.'  She  proceeded ;  and  wlieii  she  lud  read  Ibese  wonL) 
*  To  Him  give  all  the  prophets  witness,  tlwt  through  His  name  wIumo- 
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rreatUH)  was  ovvrwlielmed  :  ehe  bumt  into  a  ftuud  oi'  tears,  and  exclaimed, 

'  Now  i  flee  it  I  noir  I  see  it  1     It  ii  by  belie\iup  in  the  LorJ  .Ie^U5  Christ 

that  we  ivccivi?  the  forgivenesa  of  ^itifl ;"  and  from  that  day  her  deh^ht 

in  the  word  of  God,  her  dihjcence  in  hitftinesfi,  and  her  love  to  t}ie  souls  of 

her  reliitivefi,  made  her  very  higrldy  esteemed  by  tiiose  about  her." 

In  the  followiitg  year  he  writes  (1S29)  :  — 

"  I  Tfjoice  to  tell  you  that  the  cause  continuM  to  prosper,  and  700  copies 
more  (i;hiefly  Ituss  Testjiinent;*)  huve  been  drawn  out  of  the  Trarehousw, 
iind  put  into  the  hnnda  of  men.  Many  of  thi?di',  huviag  been  puruhiised 
Ity  people  r^turninj^  to  tlieir  native  villagra,  ore  carried  000,  and  some- 
times even  1200  mil-^  into  the  interior." 

Tliis  brought  up  tlie  total  of  tlie  distribution  to  2500  copies; 
and  he  says,  "  I  think  that  not  20  out  of  the  2500  have  been 
given  gi'atis,  but  almost  all  Iiave  been  sold  at  a  reduced  price-" 

Besides  seekiug  i'ot,  and  obtaining  assistance  from  other 
quarters,  be  applied  again  to  the  Society;  and  lUOO  Testa- 
ments in  German,  Finnish,  and  Rass,  were  in  consequence 
placed  at  liis  disposal.  From  tbig  time  be  associated  two  or 
three  friends  with  liimself,  for  the  purposes  above  stated,  and 
thus  the  Agency  might  henceforth  be  regarded  as  virtually 
formed* 

A  grant  of  2000  Testauienta  was  subsequently  made  in  Sep- 
tember;  and  at  tlie  close  of  November,  lie  sent  information  that 
tliey  were  all  gone:  2000  Russ,  1000  German,  and  1000  Fin- 
nishj  were  then  ordered  for  his  use.  The  lamentable  want  of  the 
Finnish  Testaments,  appears  from  the  following  passage  in  one 
of  his  letters  :  —"  Last  week  two  of  my  friends  travelled  into 
Finland,  about  as  far  as  from  London  to  Exeter  and  back 
again.  They  took  with  them  160  New  Testaments,  which 
they  pujxhased  of  me  at  a  reduced  price,  every  copy  of  which 
they  gave  to  poor  families  who  could  read,  but  who  never 
possessed  a  copy  of  the  Sacred  Volume  in  their  lives»  They 
stopped  at  one  place  containing  1000  souls,  yet  only  one  New 
Te^atameut  could  be  found  auiong  thorn  all  1" 

One  extract  more  may  be  here  given: — "In  settling  hia 
books  for  the  year,  the  following  statement  appeai-ed : — 
*  Brought  into  circulation  8568  Bibles,  Testaments,  and  Psal- 
ters, at  u  cost  price  of  lft,361  rubles.  3000  New  Testa- 
ments, out  of  this   numhci'j  wore  furnished  by  the  British 
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and  Foreign  Bible  Society  at  two  separate  grants ;  and  luanv 
of  the  other  New  Testaments  were  purchased  with  the  raouejir 
arising  from  the  sale,  at  low  prices,  of  tlie  books  given  by  the 
Society.'" 

Mr.  Ivjiill  continued  to  furnish,  from  time  to  time,  the  most 
satisfactory  details  of  his  operations.  In  1830,  besides  the 
most  strenuous  exertions  in  his  own  immediate  vicinilv,  he 
estahHslied  small  depGts  at  Karats,  Asti-achan,  Selingb&k, 
Tiflis,  Shushi,  and  in  Finland;  and  put  into  circulation, 
within  the  twelvemonth,  nearly  8000  volumes ;  that  is,  4000 
Ru5S,  1000  Finnish,  725  German^  974  various,  1000  Itussian 
Psalters,  and  2G0  Bibles.  He  wiis  further  supplied  with  100 
Hebrew  Testaments,  200  Hebrew  Psalters,  230O  German 
Testaments,  and  2000  Tluss  Testaments,  on  the  usual  tei-ms; 
and  the  Committee,  having  taken  into  consideration  the  ser- 
vices rendered  to  the  Society  hy  liim  during  the  preceding  two 
yeara,  and  the  expenses  which  his  esertiuns  had  necessarily 
incurred,  presented  him  with  the  sum  ofXlOO. 

The  distributions  of  Mr.  luiill,  in  1831,  were  not  quite  so 
numerous  as  in  some  preceding  years  :  the  issues  of  the  year 
amount^'d,  however,  to  5823  Ttrstaments,  making  his  total 
issues  22j0O0 ;  a  total  which  could  not  but  inspire  lively 
thanksyiviug,  when  the  suspension  of  tiie  Russian  Bible 
Society's  proceedings  was  borne  in  mind.  One  cause  of  the 
diminished  circulation  was  the  prevalence  of  the  cholera.  Mr. 
Knlirs  own  family  was  visited  by  it,  and  two  of  his  cliildreii 
were  cut  off. 

In  1832,  Mr.  Kuill  issued,  in  various  directions,  uhnnL 
4000  copies  of  the  Scriptures,  principally  New  Testaments ; 
and  durhig  the  remainder  of  his  stay  at  St.  Petei'shurgh,  which 
was  till  towju*d3  the  close  of  1833,  he  continued  his  active 
exertions  in  promoting  the  Society's  object.  On  his  return 
to  this  country,  a  sum  of  £100  was  placed  at  his  disposal,  for 
the  purchase  of  Russian  and  Sclavonian  Testaments.  His 
direct  labours  on  behalf  of  Russia  now  ceased,  as  he  did  not 
return  again  to  St  Petersburgh.  The  wurk,  however,  did  not 
cease,  but  was  nclively  carried  on  by  others.  Through  his 
instrumcptfllity  alone,  about  30,000  copies  were  left  In  the 
hands  of  the  people. 
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Ahout  this  time,  grants  of  Scriptures  began  to  be  made  to 
I>r.  Ilaaa,  of  Moscow,  a  gentleman  animated  by  the  spirit  of  a 
Howard.  Eveiy  Monday,  he  was  accustomGd  to  gu  to  the 
prison,  to  admiuistei'  bodily  and  spiritual  help.  He  was  always 
present  when  tlie  exiles  left  for  Siberia,  and  every  one  that 
could  read  was  supplied  with  tlie  Striplures,  if  not  totally 
averae  to  it.  The  gratitude  that  some  of  these  unhappy 
jiersons  expressed  wa,*  truly  affecting:  they  felt  their  deep 
obligation  to  hijii  who  did  every  thing  h>i  conld  to  ameliorate 
diuir  condition.  In  1R33,  Dr.  Haas  received  200  copies  for 
distribution  among  Poles  going  into  exile. 

The  friends  who  took  up  the  labours  of  Mr.  Knill  after  his 
departUTQ,  were  actuated  by  a  kindred  spirit  The  Rev.  J.  C 
Brown  succeoded  Mr,  Knill  in  charge  of  the  congregation  at  St. 
Petersburgh;  and  he,  wilh  several  members  of  the  coogregation, 
continued  to  receive  and  distrihutB  the  Scriptures  "with  much 
eeal  and  discrimination.  Mr.  Mirrlelees,  one  of  their  number, 
gives  an  intoresting  account  of  1500  copies  being  disti'ibuted 
to  the  exiles  in  Siberia,  and  other  distant  parts  of  the  Russian 
empire  ;  and  Mr.  Browu  states,  '*  tliat  iji  a  letter  from  Siberia 
he  fonndj  that  the  brethren  there  had  linJ  an  op]wrlunity  of 
sending  a  few  Russian  Testaments,  5W  versts  beyond  their 
station  at  Kliodon,  to  a  village  where,  even  among  the 
Russians,  tlie  book  wa3  utterly  unknowii>  even  by  name*" 

The  distribution  of  these  zealous  friends  amounted,  in  183^7, 
to  7474  copies,  of  w^hich  1251  were  distributed  to  the  exiles; 
and  while  this  increased  circulation  was  going  on,  mea- 
sures were  tftken  to  carry  it  out  to  a  much  greater  extent, 
especially  in  Fiuland,  where  abo^e  100,000  families  were 
reported  as  destitute  of  the  Sacred  Volume,  and  in  other 
Rusdan  provinces  where  Protestant  families  were  found.  One 
of  the  correspondents  at  St.  Peter&burgb  relates  the  following 
interesting  anecdote : — 

"  Yci«  liftve  fllrwidy  heard  of  the  way  in  which  the  liev.  11.  KniU  first  FiuIauJ. 
attfMnpted  to  recotnMience  tlit-  saleof  the  Socreii  Scriptures  here,  hy  tfllin^ 
a  Finnish  milk  worn  on  that  she  and  any  flf  her  cuunfrTinpn  miffbt  Jmve  as 
many  aa  they  pleased  at  nxie  ruble  each.  Of  the  »eed  ^owu  on  thai 
occasion  little  wue  kHow,^l,  tilE  tv.-o  of  our  friends,  making  a  '^hort  tour  in 
Fliiland,  paflijed  throu{j:fa  the  viiliiffe  of  lialleroa,  cailiiifr  nt  every  house, 
niid  Icftving^  one  or  other  of  their  hooka.    When  they  hnd  nejuly  coiupletnl 
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iheii'  visUdj  tlisy  were  interruiittul  liy  a  pereon,  who,  running 
tlifioi,  lailltd  out,  *  Yiiu  Liive  misapd  my  house  t  j'ou  Tonsl  come 
Thej  retunied  to  liifl  dwi^ning',  imtl  liei^un  ti^  UJij*rtck  tti«ir  Iijk)1.s. 
man  stood  beside  Uiem  nittil  tJiey  had  opened  their  parcel,  otnl  he  had 
etivedfrom  tbem  onuof  tlwii'tookB.  Itliftppened  to  be  p  Finnish liymn^ioeA 
Jlf  nn  sooner  .luw  what  It  was,  tlian  be  esclnimet!,  '  ^^  ife  I  Wife  I  honk 
and  both  of  them  bt-pin  to  amg  wilih  nitn-h  feeliHg:  tJae  h>,Tnn9  ci^ntBiitN 
in  the  iiaok.  Filled  with  a-itonishnienr,,  my  tHeuds  [troceeded  lo  inquii 
the  reason  of  all  thia,  and  liow  Ihey  hiitl  been  brought  to  take  such  P  d' 
interest  in  religiotia  matterfl,  '  I  will  sncm  tell  you  thsit,'  replied  the  man 
*  About  four  years  ug^o  we  were  fit  tlie  hiiy-marlcet,  in  St  Peterdbui^li : 
milkwotnan  came,  to  the  market,  tuid  Iiolding  up  a  larg%  l>oak,  fiAlled  at 
to  aoiae  of  her  iicqunintarice, '  Sec,  1  have  ^t  this  for  one  ruble  I*  M 
wife  i^ureha^ed  citherit  or  anuthenit  the  sumB  price,  uud  bruug'ht  it  honii 
M3- wife  and  I  Ifepan  to  r«id  it:  we  ^t  deejily  i«tereited,  sat  up 
nig^ht,  rend  and  wept,  and  read  and  wept,  and  read  on.  i  vrna  fornieri 
a  grefit  drunkard^  but  1  have  never  titat«d  ."pirita  aince ;  and  see  Ltf 
cwiinfortalile  we  are.'  My  t'ripnda  found  that  their  children  could  it 
both  thi;  Rusa  and  the  I*"iiiiiiah,  and  wfire  olisu  aj-TPeably  i*urjnT.-*ed  to  fi 
an  article  of  luxury,  not  nlwjij'a  to  be  found  in  it  p^Bsaiit's  cottagrcj  in  tli 
form  of  11  small  bookcase  for  the  ehildren^a  booksr 

"  Another  friend  visited  them  about  three  yeara  since,  and  fouud  thicf 
(-till  in  the  sarae  sUite^the  pious  peasant  hnpjiy  and  contented,  and  teochtn 
liJ3  children  to  remember  their  Creatfir  in  the  daj-a  of  their  youth  1  a 
proving;  that  wisdom's  ways  are  ways  of  p3eB3BntQeBs,  nnd  that  the  tk 
of  the  Lord  is  tlie  beginiuiig'  of  wiwlom." 

We  now  turn  to  notice  some  measui'cs  taken  in  rcffftrd 
Siberia,  and  the  Mission  establislied  there  for  the  benefit  of  th 
MoDgoHan  Tartars* 

Tlie  following  information   was   furnished   respectins"  tlai 
country  by  the  Rev.  Richai-d  Knill: — 

"Our  J^iberian  Misaioti  ia  us  iieur  to  China  aB  Eugflaud  ±s  to  WuIm 
which  makes  the  relative  importance  of  the  MiA^on  uaspcakablT  STM 
the  Mon^ohiiu  Innguag'e  being  sfhoken,  and  the  same  idolatry  being-  prkQ 
liaed,  by  multitudes  on  both  ^idea  of  the  frontier,  i.e.  lutli  in  Clu'na 
ItuBsia.  It  has  pleased  God,  in  His  boundle&s  memy,  to  visit  the  Mil 
durioR-  the  last  twelvemonth  in  a  raflhner  tDiIitjown  before. 

"  Mr.  riw&n  says,  in  aletter— '  A  few  weeks  after  we  reoched  KhodoD 
one  or  two  of  our  young  men  be^ran  to  show  tokens  of  impre^on&,  wliid 
eiicouro^ed  us.  to  hope  that  a  hifj'her  power  than  ours  was  at  work  upui 
their  hearts.  This  ho[te  was  sCwn  cntifirmed,  and  wt»  have  wvemj  mo: 
BPriou3  inquirera.  All  of  them  are  youngs  e^eept  two :  the  one,  Ih 
t*ii*her,  whowiw  five  years  inMr  Stiillyhni^s's  etaplnyiueut,  nnd  tbe  otbi 
my  former  copyist,  Both  of  thifie.  now  give  ua  Butitifiicfyry  evid:cnoe  1 
a  elinnge  of  heart ;  and  we  are  led  with  wonder  and  gratitude  tu  exclftia 
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What  bath  Ood  wTOiig'Iit!  TEipy  ate  truly  like  new 'bom  U\\ie^,  tliiriting 
f&r  the  ftiHcere  milk  of  the  wordf  Ibat  they  nrny  grow  thereby  5  and  they 
nre  grottin^H  Jl«f(.>re  the  liuy-barvwt,  one  or  more  of  these  youth?  cam<? 
Ui  Mr,  .StiLHyhri):**,  or  mvawlf,  almost  cv#ri,-  cvieQiDg*,  with  tlieir  New 
're?l4itneiitfl  ill  their  haiid.-t,  Oi^kin^u.'*  to  explain  ceitnin  passages;  and  they 
have  now  a  little  text^book,  which  th4\v  carry  in  their  hoeom,  in  wlikli 
they  have  written  pasaag«s  which  have  particularly  etnick  them.  It  ia 
delightful  to  mark  their  prugre^s^  nnd  to  witness  how  &  beam  of  SAVft^d 
pleftsure  lj|:]tt9  up  their  fenturen,  when  jsaiiie  new  view  of  Divine  truth 
bmtks  upon  them,  sume  new  piMiit  from  which  the;  can  contemplate  the 
love  of  the  Redeemer.  Last  Lord's-daymoruinf^,  at  our  usual  Mongolian 
MTvice,  1  requested  r»ne  of  them  to  read  the  third  chapter  of  St.  John's 
Go^pe!,  When  he  oime  tothe  wortLs,  "  God  so  loved  rhe  worltJ,  thai  He 
gnve  His  only  begotten  >;^o:i,  thiit  whosoever  b^Ueveth  in  Flim  ^'^huuld  not 
periahj  but,"''  ^c.;,  hid  voice  fattered,  anil  with  diilGculty  he  read  a  little 
further :  but  when  he  came  tu  the  words,  "  Thli  h  the  condemnation,  that 
light  is  cmae  into  ihe  world,  but  men  loved  durknesd  rather  than  light, 
hetdiuae  their  dipeda  were  evil,"  Li*  feeliuf^  completely  overcnmehirq,  und 
hifi  voice  wus  drowned  with  eobij  and  teare.  I  lini^hed  the  dmptcr,  and 
preached  to  the  people.  It  woa  n  little  congre^tiou,  but  1  trust  the  Lord 
wttflin  the  midat  of  us;  and  that  id  better  thnn  a  large  congTeg;ation 
where  His  presence  is  not  felt.'  " 

The  printing  of  the  Mgtigolian  Scriptures — a  work  wliicli  had 
been  carrying  on,  for  some  years,  bytheMiasIonaries  at  KhoJon, 
— had  ill  1838  advanced  to  the  end  of  the  Listoricat  books  ;  and 
to  these,  in  the  fallowing  year,  tlioso  of  the  Hagiographa 
were  added>  and  also  a  second  edition  of  the  Fentateimb ;  after 
which  the  translators  proceeded  with  a  revision  of  the  New 
Teatament,  an  edition  of  which  had  been  printed  by  the 
Rassian  Bible  Society.  Mr.  Swan  commuiiicateJ  the  following 
gratifying  intelligence  respecting  the  distributions  of  these 
Scripttires: — 

"  Portions  of  the  Scriptures  are  put  into  arculAtion  among-  the  people, 
113  aoon,  alraost,  as  they  leave  the  prftds.  This  ray  day  1  hav^  received  a 
letter  from  one  of  our  native  converti,  who  is  now  on  &  jouiuey  among' 
his  countri-inenf  distrihatinn^  eopiga  of  the  ScHptufea.  He  left  us  a  few^ 
weefcs  age,  with  upwards  of  200  copies  of  varioos  books.  He  had  reached 
the  farthest  point  of  his  jouniey,  about  250  inil<?d  distant  froto  this  place, 
OEily  a  few  days,  when  the  whole  of  his  stock  was  disposed  of,  and  wwmy 
nppbctiiib  had  jrone  away  disapjiointed,  having  come  too  lute  to  receive  n 
share.  To  u^e  bin  own  expre^tsion,  he  felt  like  a  man  who  had  prone  out 
with  half  B  hu--^hel  of  peed'coni  to  sow  a  Add  of  ten  bctc?  with.  May  a 
rich  hle.ssinf  accompany  this  good  seed,  nnd  mnv  It  yet  produce  n  hundred 
fold! 
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'^Sinijp  writiTi):^^  the  above,  the  Uuriut  convert  referred  to  lus  Tctonud 
from  hifl  tour,  and  brimgg  a  wry  gratifj^mg-  report  of  the  reception  he  nut 
witli,  and  of  the  eajjer  desire  of  many  to  uttaiu  copies  of  the  Scnutuitt 
Thid  we  think  muti^r  of  e?pe<'ia]  thajik-'^ariviiifr  to  Go<l,  hetause  rtn" 
districts  wlji'ns  fnir  frieud  was  disjienflmr^  the  tnitb,  are  in  the  immedia^ 
nein-hboiirhood  of  the  Mon-johjuia  hernnd  the  fronrier.  whom  mnnr  of  ibe 
cofiiea  of  the  Scriptun'A  thus  dislnbutpd  may  eventiiuUv  reach.  Ton  aa 
awfire  iLat  we  can  have  no  direct  interrouTfie  wjth  tJie  fiUlkjects  of  iV 
Chjiieae  empire,  but,  nevertheless,  the  MoHguIiuu  Scriptures  find  ibrir 
wiiy  lo  mcrny  of  those  who  understand  the  lau^ogs  in  that  \mtd  of  dfiri- 
nesa-;  jmd  we  have  been  repeatedly  told  that  the  boolea  are  w«.-ll  undersloixl, 
lire  mucli  aotig'ht  after,  and,  we  may  hope,  not  read  ia  vain." 

l£  is  grievous  to  say,  that  within  the  twelvemonth  after  the 
ahove  letter  was  written,  tlie  Mission  in  Siberia  was,  bv  order 
of  the  Russian  authorities,  broken  up;  not,  liowover,  bt.*fore 
the  Miasianaries,  Messrs.  Swan  and  Stallybrass,  had  been 
enabled  to  complete  the  pruitingof  the  entire  Old  TestanK-nt 
The  New  TesUincnl,  wiiieh  was  almost  ready  for  the  press, 
thoy  were  compelled  to  bring  over  with  them,  to  Uils  connlrv, 
where  it  was  afterwards  printed,  at  the  expense  of  ilic  Society, 
by  the  above-named  Missionaries.  The  Old  Testament,  which 
they  were  obliged  to  leave  behind  tliem,  waa  not  allowed  to 
be  circulated;,  hnt  it  waa  afterwards  removed  to  St.  Pelt-rs- 
Lurgii,  and  ultimately  brought  over  to  this  conntrv.  Tius 
version  will  have  again  to  be  referred  to,  in  connection  witli 
China,  wlnther  some  supplies  have,  from  time  to  time,  been 
forwarded. 

It  may  not  be  unsiiitablQ  to  introduce  here,  some  account  of 
the  measTU'ca  t'tken  in  regard  to  another  of  tlie  laiigua^e-s  wf 
China,  the  Mantcliou,  as  these  measures,  though  havini*  a 
principal  relation  to  China,  were  directed  within  the  limits  of 
the  Rassian  Empire,  and  partly  hy  Kttssians  themselves.  The 
attention  of  tlie  Society  was,  in  1R33,  drawn  by  Mr, 
Swan,  while  at  St.  Petershurgh,  on  his  way  to  Siberia,  to 
manuscript  translation  of  almo.st  the  entire  Old  Testant 
ill  the;  Mantchou,  whicli  had  buen  made  at  Pekin,  imd  Kr 
recently  been  brought  to  St,  Petershurgh,  So  important 
did  Mr.  Swan,  and  other  friends  in  that  city,  deem  it  to 
obtain  a  copy  of  this  manuKcript,  that,  though  every  arrannp. 
inent  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Swan  to  leave  St.  PetersbtiT'Tli 
for  his  Btation  in  Siberia,  it  was  determined  to  take  upon 
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themselves  tlie  res^joiiiiibility  of  acting  in  the  matter,  as  time 
did  not  allow  of  replies  being  waited  for  from  England.  Their 
measurca  were  entirely  approved,  and  Mr.  Swan's  services 
were  employed  in  copying  the  manuscript,  which,  when  com- 
pleted, was  transmitted  to  tliis  country.  The  report  on  tlie 
merits  of  the  version  was  verj"  satisfactory.  Nothing,  however, 
has  since  been  detonniued  npon^  with  respect  to  the  printing  of 
this  work. 

Tho  Society  had  long  possessed  the  New  TeBtament  in 
the  Mantchou ;  ■  and  several  years  ago,  an  edition  of  St. 
Matthew  was  printed,  imder  the  superintendence  of  Mr. 
LipoH'zort'  the  traiislatorj  with  types  belonging  to  the  Society, 
wliich  were  then  lying  in  St  Fetcrsburgh.  A  few  copies  of 
this  Gospel  were  despatched  to  different  places,  whence,  it  was 
hoped,  they  could  be  put  in  cux'ulation;  and  one  of  these  copi<3 
rame  into  Mr.  Gutzlaft'^s  hands  in  hia  6rst  or  second  viait  to 
Chiiia,  Tiie  greater  part  of  the  remainder  were  destroyed  in, 
that  awful  flood,  which  occuiTed  in  SL  Petershurgh  in  the 
winter  of  1824.  The  attention  of  the  Society  Iiaviug  been 
drawn  to  this  hmguage,  it  appeai'ed  very  desirable  to  obtain 
the  aid  of  sume  one,  to  enable  them  to  proceed  in  printing  the 
New  Tcstiiinentj  and,  should  the  occasion  require  it,  of  the 
Old  also.  Ml-.  George  Borrow,  of  Norwich,  otieredbunself  to 
their  notice^  as  having  made  Iiimself  master,  to  a  certain  extent, 
of  the  Mantchou ;  and  he  was  sent  to  St,  Petershurgh  in  1834, 
where  peculiar  facilities  existed  for  obtaining  further  kn<jwledge 
of  the  language.  Mr.  Borrow  succeeded  in  carrying  througli 
the  press,  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Society,  an  edition  of 
1000  copies  of  the  New  Testament,  in  which  undertaking  he 
received  much  valuable  aid  from  Mr.  Lipoffnoff",  the  original 
translator  of  the  work,  who  rendered  his  services  gratuitously, 
Mr.  Borrow  applied  to  the  Ilussitin  Government  for  permission 
to  go  himself  to  distribute  the  book ;  thiSj  howeverj  was  not 
granted,  and  the  whole  impression  was  brought  over  to  tins 
country,  whence,  as  opportunities  have  oflercd,  copies  have 
been  sent  to  China^ 

Reports  concerning  the  wants  of  FinlaJid  being  still  receivedj 
aJid  the  uft'ers  of  suiiply  being  very  favourably  regarded  by 
tht!  ecclesiastical  authorities  In  Finland,  the  Society  engaged, 
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in  1838,  to  provide  for  tlie  printing  of  25,000  FinnUli  Testa- 
ments ;  wliich  work  was  conducted  under  the  eye  of  the  Artb- 
Ijishop  of  Fiuland,  who  with  great  kincbiess,  and  much  lubour, 
personally  reA'ised  the  sheets  aa  they  passed  through  the  press. 

When  the  edition  was  cotnpkted,  which  wa^  in  1840,  30U0 
copies  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Agency,  for  the  bene- 
iit  of  Finns  residing  in  Russia ;  and  20^000  were  confided  to  the 
Archbishop,  who  carefully  drew  up  regulations  for  tbeir  judi- 
cious djstribution. 

Among  otiier  affecting  proofs  afforded  of  the  urgent  need 
there  was  for  such  ft  supply,  one  may  he  selected  from  the  let- 
ters of  tlic  AjrenL-y  at  this  period. 

*'  A  geiitlemiin  and  laJy,  on  their  return  from  St.  Petersburfh,  passed 
aviUafrt!  iieiirly  in  tha  middle  oi'tlicirway,  wht-n  thej  were  told  (hat  a  kind 
gentleman  from  JIu&sia,  aLouC  two  yenra  before,  made  a  present  of  a 
Finnish  New  TepttimeDt  to  fin  old  womanj  which  wflfi  the  oa!y  copy  that 
was  ever  aeea  in  all  tint  flei^lilourliood,  and  tlmt  people  come  fi-ym  more 
tbun  thirty  versts  (twenty  miles)  to  tlae  old  womtin  to  read  in  the  New 
Testament.  If  suoh  ie  the  case  in  tiif  more  inliiihited  part  of  Finlimd, 
not  far  from  the  cajatul  (lJ*^'3'"f!'f'Jrs)  "md  othtr  toivn^i,  what  may  we  ex- 
pect from  the  more  remote  partj^,  where  the  population  is  thinly  fpresd! 
The  di.4tribution  of  theae  :2"),OO0  woiiiea  will,  therefure,  atflnd  as  a  ttuwiu- 
ment  of  the  generoaty  of  the  English ;  when  heard  or  upoken  of  now, 
people  can  ecnrcely  be  made  tu  believe  it  ■  for  pueh  diriinterested  gBnerofiity, 
it  seems,  waa  never  known  here." 

The  Agency  were  immediately  autboi^zed  to  undertake  a 
new  edition  of  25,000  copies. 

The  Hev,  Mr.  Brown*  who,  after  Mr.  Knill's  return  to  this 
country,  had  corresixinded  with  the  Society  on  behalf  of  the 
Agency,  was,  in  1840,  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  T.  S.  Ellerby, 
who  entered  with  equal  devotedness  into  llie  proceedings  of 
the  Agency,  and  henceforth  continued  to  render  it  very  eflfec- 
tive  Service. 

Tte  Archbishop  of  Abo  having  givpn  a  very  full  aiid  salisH 
factory  account  of  the  distribution  of  the  20,ft(X)  Finnish  Tes- 
taments entrustc<l  to  hira,  one-half  of  which  were  cu-culated  in 
tlic  diocese  of  Abo,  and  the  other  half  in  the  diocese  of  Burga ; 
and  haTing  shown,  hy  careful  computation,  that  there  were 
still  above  30,000  families  quite  destitute,  who  could  afford  to 
pay  nothing,  beaidcs  about  an  equal  number  that  could  aflor^ 
to  pay  something ;  instructions  were  issuedj  in  1842,  for  aiiuther 
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edition,  of  25,000.  of  the  Finnish  Ttstanient  to  le  put  to  press. 
Supplies  were  also  fui'iiished,  from  timi?  to  time,  of  the  Swedish 
Scriptures  for  Swedish  faiiiilleg  in  Finland,  thousands  of  which 
Tvere  found  m  the  same  destitute  condilion. 

Five  thousand  copies  of  the  Reval-Esthonian  New  Testa- 
ment were  ordered  to  pryas  ii^  1H4I,  in  consequence  of  the 
ajipeal  and  request  contahicd  in  tho  following  letters : — 

"  I  emKiw  you  a  Uttpr,"  writes  Mr.  Ellerby,  **  from  Pastor  K«Mlcr,  of 
JciirdeD,  jn  E?thonia,  that  on  itn  sUitemmita  I,  in  cummon  with  the  other 
members  uf  the  Bible  A^nt-y  id  this  city^  iriay  found  axi  appeal  to  your 
Committee  on  behalf  of  the  poor  Esthpnians.  In  no  part  of  the  Uussian 
empire  does  there  fleem  such  an  eag^er  deaire  to  poetii^^s  the  word  tif  God, 
The  people  ore  indeed  bung*erin^  for  the  tread  of  life.  At  preaent  I 
have  on  band  nearly  &  dozeu  letters  similar  to  the  iioe,  a  c«py  of  vhich 
I  eacloae,  from  pastors  at  PemaUjWpiseiiBtjeinj  lliithel,  Surge!,  St.  John'a, 
and  other  parts  of  Esthoniuj  idl  cra^ing^  en  immediate  supply  of  Xew 
Testimieiits.  I  have  already,  within  a  few  uionlha,  through  the  kind 
n^slstUQce  of  the  Xorth-American  UiMe  Swiety,  supplied  IIW  copieii,  and 
yet  the  demands  increase,  and  with  gTeu(4.'r  ur^'eiicy  of  appenl." 

"  It  h  only  to-day,"  ttlit^  Pastor  Kettler,  "  that  I  am  able  to  announce 
to  you  the  safe  arrivwl  of  the  100  copie^ofthe  RevuMUfetJioiiian  New  Tesm- 
njtnt  you|had  the  kindnr^  to  wnd  rae.  TliroiigtaoiDeinndvertence,  the 
booka  hitd  hiin  several  weeks  in  Keval;  and  it  waa  only  on  last  Saturday 
that  they  arrived  here,  TH>ry  well  packed,  and  in  the  heat  order.  1  immc- 
(iintely,  on  the  fullowing-  day,  Sunday,  announced  their  nrriviil  to  my 
flock  ;  nnd,  as  eooo  no  BETvice  was  overj  the  K&thdiiiunB  I'umf,  tike  a  fi^hxl, 
to  my  bouse,  to  purchase  the  holy  book  of  buok»  at  the  pnee  so  much 
reduced.  In  the  course  of  on  hour,  the  100  copies  of  the  Kew  Testiiment 
were  fill  dold,  and  had  I  ha<i  sei-erol  hundred  more,  thoy  would  all  have 
gone  off  OH  one  and  the  same  day,  the  demand  for  the  holy  word  of  God 
here  ia  so  very  great ;  hut,  alas  !  the  scarL-itj  of  New  TestameQt;^  U  ttlso 
so  great,  that  only  the  least  number  of  fuuaihes  are  in  poueaaion  of  it. 
RIy  flock  at  Jijrden  ia  composed  of  about  7500  indi^iduaJfi,  mole  And 
female,  forming'  aotne  ICOO  fEimilles.  Among  this  number,  very  few  are 
unable  to  read.  The  most — yea,  I  inig-ht  almost  say  that  nearly  all — can 
read.  But  the  poverty  of  the  Esthunian  country-- people  being  extreme, 
very  few  are  able  to  buy  the  Kew  Teatflment,  which  in  Iteval  costs  31  rix- 
dollara,  itnd,  consequently,  ifs  to  thtm  a  dear  book.  Milaen,  therefore, 
throug-h  your  kindtiea-s,  t  n'us  put  In  pose^fijuon  of  thooe  l(X|i  copies,  whJ<Ji 
I  rould  Sell  at  &  price  ea.»ily  to  be  obtained  uf  the  poorest,  the  poor,  im- 
pelled by  a  ruTenoUs  hong'ering  after  the  preeioOs  Word  of  Uod  they  BO 
mach  lojig-ed  for,  Hocked  onto  me,  and  many  piirted  with  the  last  eopeck, 
thnt  they  mi(;:ht  obtain  the  Holy  fiOi^pel  of  the  Lord.  But  only  100 
families  of  the  I2U0,  could  at  this  time  be  provided  with  the  Sacred 
■     ii^criptiires}  and  a  great  number  bod  to  be  sent  ftway  unsupplied,  aflvr 
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my  fitoiik  of  Xew  Teetamenta  was  eihauated.  It  whjS  with  deep  con- 
cern thej  retired;  ntid  tliey  beg'ypti  oi"  me,  witli  tesrg,  tliat  I  would 
eonjmuaicate  tbwr  requf^at  [<j  the  kind  and  friendly  ^entlemnn,  wlio,  for 
the  tove  of  Clitistj  m  wiihng'  to  furnish  Ihem  with  Uiblee  at  such  a  cheap 
price^  to  Bsad  again,  aa  soon  as  possible,  another  supply  of  those  tine  Hkv 
TestflDM^Dtj.  I  pranused  the  jmmjt  people  to  write  to  you  in  St.  Petern- 
bui^frh  hj'  next  jiostj  thanking"  yoUj  in  the  heiirlie^t  und  sincerest  manner, 
tat  the  100  eopita  alreiidy  received,  andi  ut  the  Punie  time,  urfC^iitly  im- 
ploring n  fresh  supply  (jf  boolcg.  1  could  easily  sell  here  1000  (;tipii.'&  uf  the 
Tifivf  Testament ;  but  t  fetir  that,  coiuiderin^  the  mnny  onct  considemhle 
sacrilicea  you  miikii  for  the  dibitrihutiou  of  the  Sacred  Scxipturea,  thia 
number  for  my  fiin^le  porish  mi^ht  appear  too  great,  ]  therefore  Cuke  tlui 
ljl»eirty  to  request  400  or  5O0  of  the  Eeval-Eathonian  New  Testament  if 
you  can  sujFply  me  with  so  many. 

This  application  was  cheerfully  complied  with. 

Shortly  before  tliis  timej  interesting  letters  had  been  re- 
ceived from  a  gentleman,  in  the  aouth  of  Russia,  who,  availing 
himself  of  such  leisure  aa  he  was  able  to  commandj  hod  been 
industriously  employed  m  circulating  the  Seriptures  aiuung  tliG 
numerous  German  colonists,  Jevvs  and  others,  foiuid  in  thut 
part  of  the  empire.  In  the  course  of  three  years,  he  bad  dis- 
tributed above  7500  copies,  in  German,  Hebrew,  and  othef 
laijgUEi^es,  supplied  by  the  Society,  in  conjunction  witli  the 
American  Bible  Society.  Mr*  Melville,  of  Odessa,  for  that  is 
the  name  of  the  gentleman,  will  be  found  henceforward  hiking 
a  prominent  part  in  the  work  of  the  Society  in  that  part  uf 
Kus&ia:  uidcedj  he  became  afterwards  more  fully  enj|!;aged  in 
the  service  of  the  Society",  though  never  formally  appointed  as 
one  of  its  Agents. 

Writing  from  Odessa,  in  November  1841,  he  says : — 

"  I  am  just  returned  from  the  Crimea,  where  I  have  been  for  cenrlf 
two  racHiths.  From  haTinjr  g-one  thither  at  the  time  of  vintag*,  I  did  nut 
get  on  BO  nij'idly  m  I  had  expected.  Aa  I  went  to  them  with  tlie  word 
of  Gud,  I  would  not  leave  till  I  Bhould  give  them  au  opportunity  of  re- 
ceiving it'  and  I  am  bapjty  to  suy  I  diiipoied  of  all  I  had  tak^n  with  me. 
In  thf  Crinieu  the  strun-jfr  ui  f.'cneral  is  only  M-uIcomed  for  his  money ; 
aud  in  general  only  those  who  have  money  to  spend  ure  their  vixitorfl :  but 
I  went  lo  give  them  a  more  viiluoble  treOAure,  and  was  not  rejected." 

He  gives  the  follo^vint;  notice  of  the  Karaites,  and  otlicr 

Jews,  whom  he  met  with  in  the  Crimea  :^ 

"Tliere  are  in  Knidoff  uhout  BOO  famiUes  of  Karaites.  They  an*  poor, 
but  iiiduatriou3  :  mnny  are  reappctable.     They  do  not  suffer  thtir  pvyr  to 


gx>  about  btg^ng:,  but  supply  them  weekly  with  the  means  of  subait-tfTice. 
Jfor  are  their  children  left  to  grow  up  in  igiionuice.  The  chiidreii  of  the 
\}ooT,  and  the  orphima,  are  educated  at  th«  expense  o(  the  community. 
When  I  wae  there,  aeventy^one  individititlft,  old  and  youn^,  were  upon 
the  poor's  IJat;  fdrty-one  of  them  were  children  being  pdumted  at  the 
jjuhliu  expense,  Knomng"  their  povert}',  tind  seeing"  their  efforts  for  the 
g"otid  of  their  comraunity  ;  before  leaving-,  for  the  benefit  of  orphans,  I 
uinde  tlMtm  a  jirerient  of  twenty-five  Pentatsuche,  for  wliich  they  were 
very  tlnuikful ;  nnd  in  llie  f^yiiQg:ogiU(!',  on  Sftturdny,  the  20Eh  September 
(O.S.),  a  special  pmyer  was  read  for  the.  hlessingof  God  upon  the  laboura 
of  the  Society.  IVoin  a  ileep  sense  of  the  blesainr^  eonferred  on  th^m  by 
the  abundant  euppliea  they  hiive  received,  this  pmyer  ia  nppoiated  to  be 
read  in  the  Syntiajog-ue  eveiy  !?atiirdfty  for  one  year.  At  Bachisary  there 
are  about  37o  fmniliiis  of  Kaniiteti :  thi-y  have  not  bo  many  pi>or,  but  the 
comraunity  ia  much  potirer  tban  that  gf  Koaloff.  I  g»ive  thenj  ten  copiea 
of  the  Pentateuch  for  the  benefit  of  their  orphims,  of  which  they  were 
likewise  veiy  glad,  ajid  other  Htb  copies  I  gave  to  poor  familiea.  The 
wants  of  this  people  Are  not  yet  supplied.  During  the  past  two  montha 
I  biiTe  diatrihuted  thirty-fivft  Teatamenfa,  Hahr&w,  and  Germun  and 
Hebrew,  Qluolig'  Jeivs  and  Karaites;  and  n  ilh  some  of  the  forties  who 
liave  received  the  books,  I  hare  hnd  many  interiesting^  converaatiou.^. 
There  nre  individuals  among  the  Jews  who  have  left  oif  the  study  of  the 
Talmud  I  nor  do  they  allow  tlieir  children  to  be  taug-ht  it.  They  ore 
etiidyiiigf  the  Old  Testament  more  attentively  than  hitherto  they  hive 
done,  and  ought  to  have  yet  a  lari^  supply  sent  them.  They  (both  Jvwa 
and  Karoito)  say,  that  they  are  waiting-  for  the  aigna  of  the  Messiah's 
apfMMiring-," 

In  tho  year  1842,  the  St.  Petersbui-yli  Agency  were  able  to 
report,  that  40,000  poor  families  ia  Finland  liatl  received, 
thi'oiigb  the  hands  of  the  Society,  a  copy  of  tlie  New  Testa- 
ment. A  distribution  had  also  commenced  of  the  Reval-Estho- 
nian  New  Testament,  ordered  to  be  printed  in  tlio  preceding 
yeaPj  and  Mr.  Melville's  issues  had  then  risen  to  12,356 
copies. 

Nor  was  the  work  of  the  Society  carried  on  only  in  the 
more  distant  provinces,  as  ia  evident  from  the  fact,  that  the 
Agency,  in  1843,  issued  from  the  dcpOt  at  St,  Pottrsburgh 
25,297  cnpi["S,  besides  2000  on  accoiuit  of  tlic  American  Dlblo 
Society.  A  large  number  of  these  were,  doubtless,  retained  la 
the  central  parts  of  the  empire. 

Mr.  Molvllle,  in  the  course  of  his  journeys  through  South- 
cfn  Uufisia,  came  into  contact  with  the  j>eople  of  almost  as 
many  nations,  as  were  congregated  at  Jerusalem  on  the  day 
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EUROPE,  of  Pentecost;    and,  T:>y  maans   of  tlie  Scriptures  which  tlie 

ChaT'iU    Society  consigned  to  liim  for  distribution,  was  enabled  to  speak 

iaJ9-S4.    to  them,  in  their  own  tongui^s,  of  the  wonderful  ^Yorks  of  God, 

Sect.  II.    Many  of  them  ware  iimazed,  and  some  doubted,  saybg  one  to 

Northers  another,  "  Wimt  meaneth  thisV"     Jews,  Turks,  Tartars,  Ar- 

Rassia.     menians,  Georgians,  &c.  &c.,  were  alt  benoiited  by  hh  labours. 

_  As  a  specimen  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  these  la^x^u^3,  we 

Crimea,     mny  (jiiote  the  foUowing  accoi\nt  from  one  of  his  letters  of  a 

somewhat  lattr  date,  1846  : — 


Journey  oE 
Mr.  Mel- 

vjIJo. 


"  Beibre  leaving  Odeasn,  I  sent  out  boxes  lo  different  parts  to  wait  my 
arrivaL  From  heri?  1  went  by  the  eteamer  to  Yalta,  on  the  south  coast  of 
the  Crimea,  and  took  with  me  a  good  supply  of  Scriplurea  for  the  Tartars. 
1  took  up  my  quurters  nt  dUFerent  places  nlong:  the  coai;t>  between  Alupka 
nod  AlTi!<hCfi,  and  visited  the  Tnrlsir  villages  all  EiroxindT  at  the  same  time 
auppljing"  foreigjiiers  who  Uve  on  the  e^tutes,  as  I  pasaed.  From  AlnehtA 
to  Sudnli  there  Is  n;o  cart-rottd  aT!(>ng  the  coOst,  but  the  way  can  be  made 
on  bornipbiick.  r  had  never  g-oae  by  this  road,  and  as  there  are  lai^ 
Tartar  villafrea  betwe<:n  these  places,  in  natural  fortresses  or  beautiful 
retiral  village."*,  seMora  «.sited  by  Ihe  traveller,  I  was  the  more  anxious 
to  go  by  thia  route,  to  see  what  state  tJiIa  ijite resting;  people  are  irj^  ia 
these  iie(|Ueatered  epoK;.  For  this  piirpoae,  I  fingaged  im  old  Tartar  of 
ninety-six,  but  as  active  acd  livelj  as  a  jouth  of  nineteen,  to  go  with  me 
to  Sudak  with  two  horues.  Iliiving'  put  my  hooka  in  biigii,  1  slung-  them 
over  the  horses,  nnd  set  out,  staying  as  long  at  eaeh  villa^  we  cnme  to 
aa  duty  required.  How  kindly  these  poor  people  received  ro^j-how  well 
they  treated  me,  and  how  ihankfullj'  they  received  at  my  hands  the  words 
of  eternal  life !  'Mixy  the  Sun  of  ItipIiteo»ifiaes3  dispel  the  darkuess  of 
their  miiidi*,  and  ealighten  their  hearts  with  the  hght  of  salvation,  thai 
they  may  leam  from  the  ^apel  of  our  Saviour,  that  Jeaua  of  Nazareth  la 
the  sicner'fl  beat  friend,  ond  the  only  Saviour  of  mined  man.  My  old 
companion  was  of  great  service  to  me  in  these  viUiig-es,  in  all  of  which  he 
was  well  known  and  respected.  I  onl^v  wish  I  could  speak  to  the  hearta 
of  this  people  in  their  own  lan^n^e.  Thin  ia  a  very  rugged  road,  and 
not  for  the  giddy-headed  nor  the  faint-hearted ;  hut  the  valleys  ia  the-se 
pusaea  ure  for  me  scenes  of  deep  intereat,  where  one  mig^ht  ccmtiously 
labour  to  great  advantage 

"  From  Sudnlc  I  passed  over  the  mountains  to  Old  Krim,  which  ia 
chiefly  inhabited  by  Armenians,  who  were  friendly.  I  passed  one  nigfht 
among  tbem,  and  went  on  to  TheodtMia :  there  I  bought  a  quantity  of 
ftclHVQnic  Bibles  for  the  Molukona  in  the  MolDtchna,  From  Theodoiiia  I 
went  by  land  tu  Kertch,  where  I  stopped  ten  days,  well  occupied  iimong 
Tartars^,  Jews,  and  others.  During-  my  stay  there ,  IMnee  Woronzow  came 
from  the  Caunisuft,  on  his  way  to  Sebastopoi  to  meet  the  Emperor.  He 
rested  twenty-foar  hours,  during*  which  time  I  had  the  pleasure  of  speak- 
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ing-  with  Mm  iwicf.    He  vcas.  very  kind^  and  opened  the  wtiy  for  103*  EUROPE. 

ttuluBg'  a  trifi  witll  (111!  elijutii^T  dong-  the  west  eoost  ul'ttie  CfiU(!iiaUH.  An 
the  field  of  labour  here  in  su  very  large  uad  iiniKirtimt,  I  do  not  think  of 
going"  over  tu  the  Caucai^utf,  as  fivrmcrly  invited.  There  are  yft  iiiuuy 
import-nat  villa^'^eB,  and  evvn  districti,  to  l>e  •visitt'd  in  f'oulh  Kiiisia,  ond 
no  pdrt  is  yet  supplied  with  the  Scripture* ;  and  how  can  I  leave  it  till 
ftnotLer  enme  to  reBeTe  me  I"' 

After  detnJling  a  robbery  committed  upon  liim  at  the  inn, 
by  which  he  lost  his  portmanteau,  he  proceeds:  — 

"  Prom  Kertch  1  went  to  Berdyan.'k  by  n  puiling-  wsael,  aa  tlicre  liaa 
■been  no  steamer  on  the  sea  of  Azof  the  pBst  summer.  In  Berdy^msk  I 
Btayed  a  frw  dayflj  hut  couJd  not  do  ipuch,  though  1  had  plenty  of  ^crip- 
tureii.  Jt  id  a  grow-in^  [iluce,  but  the'Te  \s  little  of  the  fear  of  Gud  in  it. 
I'rum  lhenc;e  [  went  (o  the  tiermfln  Coloniee  to  the  north  of  Mari&uopol. 
i  passed  throujj^h  a  number  of  the  villages,  ajid  a  jjrefil  interest  Ma*  ex- 
cited for  the  oi rculutton  of  the  St^riptuits.  There  are  ^.buut  thirty  villajfea 
in  thtit  ((uarter ;  and  in  aome  of  thPHi  there  are  conaiJemhle  reviyala :  I 
hope  grvixt  gi)tid  i»  being  done  through  tlie  circulation  of  the  Scriptures 
ami^nj^  thein.  From  thence  1  ivent  to  the  Meiiouite  Colonies  on  the 
MoloLb'hnii,  where  likewise  much  good  is  being'  done.  From  thence  1  vi- 
sited til*  Molokanfl,  arid  passed  two  pledsing-  days  amonjj  them.  From  the 
Molotuhtia  I  went  to  the  Menonite  Coloiues  iij  the  g^ovemmenl  of  Eka- 
terinoeilor,  and  made  arrangements  with  the  Elders  of  the  Church  for 
carrying"  on  the  work  without  my  having'  to  viait  tliem  so  often.  From 
thence  L  had  to  ri>tura  to  the  Luthenin  Colonies  in  ithe  MolotcUna,  as 
Probst  Jail  wQd  in  Odessa  when  t  woe  there,  aud  J  had  Bihle  bueiiies.'i  to 
settle  with  him. 

"From  the  Ultjlotuhna  I  took  my  juumey  homewnrdfl.  I  etayed  wi 
daT3  at  Cheraon,  where  much  was  done  among  the  Jews.  The  .lewa 
there  are  tecoming  a  very  interesting'  people  for  me :  they  beg  for  TestS' 
meiits,  and  are  ntit  ashamed  to  use  them  openly.  May  the  Lord  Jesus 
speedily  make  Himet:If  known  unto  them  an  the  true  Meaaiah  of  Israel  — 
their  Saviour  and  uurrf  I  Though  I  had  intended  to  stay  sfliue  time  nt 
Nii;okf,  the  weather,  whith  had  heen  ah  along  beautiful,  was  threal-minj 
a  chang-e,  and  guve  signs  of  the  near  approncb  of  wioter,  for  which  I  waa 
not  prepared  j  wherefore  I  left  my  books  with  a  friend,  and  {."ame  home 
eight  daj-B  agt>." 

AaiJn :  — 

"  The  Bible  Society  haa  put  in  circulation  a  large  number  of  Scriptures, 
in  whole  and  in  parta,  among  the  Grtiekfl.  These,  1  believe,  have  been 
chiefly  circulated  in  Greece  Pro[»er;  hut  there  are  a  great  many  Greeks 
ptattei-ed  over  ttie  south  of  Russia,  who  are  in  a  state  of  deep  ignorance, 
and,  aa  fur  aa  I  havt  l>een  able  to  team,  are  ahnost  witliout  the  Scripture*. 
Tliey  do  not  desire  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  nor  ai*  they  willing-  to  pay  for 
■       them ;  but  should  the  Society  give  a  gnmt  of  a  few  hundred  Testaments 
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I  would  ga  fllrnut  arnung-  them,  visit  tlie  scIiooIh,  mid  try  to  introduce  tbe 
Teatament  as  a  Bchgol-book,  to  wliicli  I  beliere  there  would  be  no  ob- 
jection." 
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The  following  interesting  notice  of  the  general  result  of  the 
labouis  of  the  St.  Petershurgh  Agencj,  is  given  in  their  Repoit 
for  1846:— 

**  The  total  numbei'  of  Scriptures  distnbuted  throughont 
tbe  Russian  empire  hy  your  Agency,  from  the  year  1828 
Tuitil  tlie  present  time,  has  been  191,896  copies.  These  Scrii>- 
lures  have  been  in  various  languages  and  dialects — Sclavonic, 
Modern  Rus3,  German,  Polish,  Livonian,  Reval-Estlionian, 
Doi'pat-Esthontan,  Finnish,  Hebrew,  Armenian,  Modern 
Greek,  Ancient  Greek,  Turkish,  Tartar,  Mongolian,  Saino- 
gitian,  Calmuc,  Karelian,  Geofgianj  Moidaviaa,  Ac,  TlxrougU 
the  gcneraiia  support  rendered  by  your  Society  to  a  few 
English  residents  in  this  city,  who  have  gi-atuitoiisly  under' 
taken  tlie  distribution  of  the  Sacred  Word,  has  this  interesting 
result  been  accomplished-  The  seed  of  Divine  Truth  haa 
been  sown  in  many  a  portion  of  the  Russian  empire  scarcely 
known  to  our  countrymen  at  home,  and  among  people  ex- 
ceedingly diverse  in  language,  modes  of  life,  and  degree  of 
civilization.  In  this  way,  where  no  living  preacher  could 
uplift  hia  voice,  has  the  Gospel  been  preached  as  a  witness  j 
and  we  cannot  tell,  until  the  disclosures  of  ctermty  be  given 
115,  what  has  been  the  effect  upon  individual  souls  of  this  die- 
tributiou,  far  and  wide,  of  nearly  200,000  copies  of  God*a 
Truth.  Who  may  say  what  abundant  peace  and  consolation, 
to  tbe  aJtticted  and  tlie  sorrowful,  and  those  ready  to  perish, 
the  copies  have  imparted  ?  who  may  say  how  great  the  harvest^ 
which  shall  spring  up  of  eternal  life?" 

In  the  following  year,  the  cause  of  the  Bible  sustained  a 
heavy  loss,  in  the  dealli  of  His  Eminence  Br.  Melartin,  the 
Archbishop  of  Finland.  His  Eminence  for  many  years  took 
a  deep  interest  in  the  work  of  Scripture  distribution,  and  waa 
most  judicious  and  indefatigable  in  co-operating  with  the 
Agency,  in  the  great  work  of  furnishing  every  family  in  the 
entire  province  with  a  copy  of  the  New  Testament,  Under 
his   au:42>iccs  Were  distributed    in   Finland,  no    fewer  than 


EniTTSlT  AND  FOUEIGN  BIIILE  SOCIETT. 


525 


52,000  copies ;  thus  supplying  tho  wants  of  the  50,422 
families^  repoi-tcd  in  1841  as  entirely  destitute.*  Mia  Euii- 
nencH  often.  In  liis  letters,  expressed  ]iis  deep  and  <?arneat  gra- 
titude to  the  Bi'itisli  and  Foreign  Biblo  Stjciety,  for  the  generous 
aid  afforded  by  it  to  his  poor  Finns,  But  whilst  he  thank- 
fully received  tliis  aid,  he  was  also  most  liberal  and  active 
in  organizing  and  sustaining  Auxiliary  Bible  AsscHjiatiuiis 
throughout  Finland.  His  position  gave  Idm  inHuonce,  and  hia 
heart  waa  fully  in  the  work,  so  that  he  secured  the  ctfcetive  co- 
operation of  his  clergy.  For  several  years  he  was  thus  enabled, 
in  addition  to  the  above  distribution  of  Testaments,  to  bring 
out  and  distribute  sueeessivc  editions,  of  5000  copies  eacli,  of 
the  entire  volume  of  the  word  of  God.  He  died  full  of  years 
and  good  works. 

In  1848,  "Mr.  Melville  of  Odessa,  whose  services  liad  been 
rendered  for  several  years  in  connection  with,  and  through 
the  medium  of  the  Societif''s  friends  at  St.  Peteraburgh,  visited 
this  countiy ;  when  an  arrangement  was  made  with  hiin, 
whereby  his  eorrespoudi^uce  and  operations  were  afterwards 
to  be  conducted  directly  in  connection  with  Eiu-l  Street,  and  a 
suituble  remuneration  for  his  valuable  aid  in  prosecuting  the 
Society's  work  was  agreed  upon;  still,  howevefj  without  Ilia 
becoming  a  formal  Agent  of  the  Society,  as  his  plana  of  use- 
fulness, which  he  did  not  think  it  right  to  relinquish,  embraced 
luore  than  could  be  comprised  within  the  simple  object  of  the 
Society. 

In  the  course  of  his  communication  with  the  Society',  on 
this  occasion,  he  gave  the  following  interesting  account  of  his 
former  labours,  as  well  as  of  the  urgent  need  existing  for  their 
continuance : — 

*'  I  went  to  the  south  of  Iluf<^a  aboiil  eltveu  years  ago,  at  wliich  time 
there  was  little  ilemaiid  for  Scri^iture*  in  any  Iftnguu^e,  and  very  few 
indeed  ih^re  were  in  posaeB&ion  of  them.  Supiwrting:  myaelf  by  tuitioa, 
I  kept  one  Colporteur,  and  sometuneft  two,  ^^wnp  about  the  city  with  the 
Sfripturea ;  and  tliey  met  with  greater  sucLts*  than  I  bod  imckipftted. 
During"  the  Bummer,  I  miide  b  short  tour  ut  timeii  to  ibe  aurroiimlingr 
vitln^d  luid  towns^  and  wii9  in  many  places  well  received.  Thua  the 
Work  went  on  and  prospered,  till  it  became  too  much  for  my  unassLited 

•  20,000  were  fiupplitd  in  1841,  20)000  tn  18-13,  nod  tlie  re&t  sub- 
sequently. 
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_  ,„     By  tlie  Weasing-  of  God,  the  work  hna  continued  lo  prosper  w-ictioiit  in- 
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terruption ;  hdiI  the  demand  tliiia  creuti-d  nyw  rwjuirws  greuter  eCorU  and 
moie  iD{';ai]3,  or  petuniflry  ^lasiiitance.  thun  1  have  nt  mj  diapoBal.  The 
demiwid  created  iimoii^  the  mixed  lunltitudesi  along-  the  south  mutt  l>e 
Bupplied  by  your  Society,  if  supjilied  at  all;  unl  besides  these,  tli^re  are 
lavpe  and  jjopulous  regrions  Ijing-  around,  not  ytt  visited,  whose  inha- 
l)itiiii:(£  do  not  posaeeg,  nor  do  they  care  for,  the  Ward  of  Uod  :  thej  too, 
Burely  have  a  claim  upon  Chrijitian  sjiBpathy. 

"  The  irork  of  ?cnpt\ire  distribution,  among-  the  muny  millions  in  that 
vast  and  powerful  empirp,  is  piat  beg-inning ;  and  what  ia  a  potrerliil 
IlIlfio^^  ivithout  the  salutary  influences  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ  upon  the 
heai-ta  of  the  people  T  The  Ijiyber  clfissea  of  the  nation  in  g^nernl  kaow 
the  t'rencli  and  German  laii(riia§"e&,  and  verj-  mjinj'  know  the  Knghih 
too,  in  wbkh  languages  they  can  have  the  Bible  ^  hut  whiit  is  there 
for  the  poor — far  tlte  mast  of  the  pi;o]»le  1  Our  Russipn  Testaroents  are 
already  distributed^  and  we  cannot,  lor  the  prtsent,  obtuin  another  editiuu. 
The  only  flul;stitute  we  liJive  for  it,  at  all  suitable  for  the  poor,  are  twu 
amall  volumes  of  Scripture  extracts,  printed  by  the  GoTerument  in  the 
modem  Irang-ung'e.  Thefie  aloiill  volume^  ntnte,  clearly,  tflrm's  lost  and 
ruined  condition  by  nature,  and  hi^  redemption  by  fiuth  in  ChHst;  and 
are  printed,  I  believe,  without  any  humaa  addition  to  the  words  of 
Scripture.^' 

Mr.  Melville,  when  at  St.  Feteraburph,  on  his  way  back  to 
the  south  of  Russia,  petitioned  the  Government  to  be  allowed 
to  bring  into  Odessa  a  large  quantity  of  the  Scriptures,  iree 
of  the  accn^tonied  heavy  duties.  Shortly  after  hie  orrival  at 
Odessa,  he  received  notice  of  his  petition  having  been  very 
Scnpiures  grsiciously  granted ;  and  tbua  encouraged  by  this  act  of  gene- 
free  of  rosity  on  the  part  of  the  Imperial  Government,  and  furnished 
with  the  requisite  supplies  from  the  Society,  he  i-esumed  hia 
work-  He  soon  had  to  report,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  Scrip- 
tures entrusted  to  him,  were  distributed  in  the  Gernsan,  Gi^ek, 
Jewish,  and  Tartar  villages.  Several  German  pastel's  kindly 
put  their  liand  to  the  work,  keeping  small  depots,  and  rendering 
their  accounts  to  Mr.  Melvillej  when  he  went  round  among 
them.  There  were  also  private  individuals^  both  among  tlie 
Greeks  and  Tartars,  who  took  an  interest  in  the  distribution 
of  the  Scriptures.  The  Turkish  Scriptnreg  were  being  dis- 
tributed by  a  congrep;ation  on  the  Axof,  who  were  surrounded 
by  Tartars,  and  the  Jews  were  supplied  at  some  of  tJie  large 
fairs  held  in  the  district. 
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Piifising  over  several  intermediate  years; — in  1853,  ive  find 
Mr.  Melviile 'still  continuing  his  enterprising  efforts  to  pruinotc 
tlio  circulation  of  the  Scripture?,  in  regions  but  Httle  aecosAiblc  to 
■  Liboui%  of  tliig  kind.  During  the  preceding  year  lie  iiad  visited 
the  Crimea,  and  tJio  Geiniaii  colonies  found  along  tliu  shores 
of  tlie  Sea.  of  Azof;  he  had  alao  gone  into  Georgia,  where  he 
spent  a  considerable  part  of  tlie  winter,  and  whence  he  was  able 
to  touch  upfin  the  borders  of  Persia.  His  success,  considering 
the  peculiar  dillicultics  with  wliich  he  lia3  had  to  contend^  hud 
been  such  aa  to  afford  much  cause  for  thankfulness.  His  issues 
dnring  the  year  amounted  to  7672  Bibles  and  Testaments,  in 
eight  ditlerent  languages. 

Early  in  the  following  year,  he  had  the  pleasure  to  report, 
that  lie  had  received  permission  froiw  t!ie  Emperor,  for  the 
further  introduction  of  20,000  copies  of  the  Scriptures,,  dufif 
free,  into  Odessa:  considerable  supplies,  in  scvei-al  languages, 
were  tliorefore  immediately  directed  to  be  forwarded. 

It  was  also  Ills  privilege,  tliis  year,  to  commnnlcate  much 
interesting  information,  respecting  Ids  labours  for  the  Society 
in  Georgia  and  Circassia,  as  well  as  m  ^e  southern  parts  of 
Russia. 

On  his  return  from  his  viait  to  the  Caucasus,  he  thus 
wrote: — 

"  The  Caucasus  is  a  most  interesting  country,  of  T"ast  ex- 
tent, and  inhabited  by  people  all  in  want  of  the  Rible,  and 
many  everywhere  willing  to  receive  it  The  Society  has  in 
readiness  the  Scriptures  most  required;  viz.  Ute  Arabic,  Per- 
sian, Turkish,  and  Armenian;  and  I  shall  be  glad  when  I  can 
add  the  Georgian  also. 

"  The  Arabic  Bible  will  be  everywhere  well  received  hy  the 
learned  of  the  Mullalis,  whether  Persians,  Turks,  or  the 
learned  in  Dagestan ;  in  w^hich  part  of  the  country  the  Arabic 
is  tiie  only  studied  lapgu.ige ;  and  I  believe  a  pretty  large 
number  of  Scriptures  could  be  profitably  circulated  there. 

'*  The  Persian  is  spoken  and  read  hy  all  who  can  read,  from 
Derbenl  to  the  soutliern  frontier  along  the  Caspian,  and  by 
all  the  Tartars  in  the  interior,  as  far  westward  as  Shemacha, 
Shusha,  and  Ararat.  In  those  parts  many  of  tlie  princes, 
chiefs,  and  also  of  the  Mullahs,  were  friendly,  and  even  offered 
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tliGLT  assistance  to  send  tlic  Biblo  to  their  friends  and  ac- 
qtiaintancea  on  the  Steppes.  In  Tiflia  there  are  about  30a 
Persian  mei'chfmts,  wJiere  tliey  have  a  mosquo  and  a  achooL 

"  The  Turkish  Scripture  can  be  circulated  aruong  the 
Turks  and  Tartars,  frono  the  mountaina  of  the  Caucasus  to  the 
soathern  frontierj  and  from  Elizabethpol  to  the  BlacJ^  Sea, 
and  among  the  Circassians  at  all  the  forts  along  the  coast, 
■where  access  can  he  hud.  The  Turkish  Is  the  only  writttin 
language  kno^vn  by  the  inhabitants,  along  the  const  of  Cir- 
cassia  and  the  Black  Sex 

"  The  Georgians  have  long  felt  the  need  of  the  Bible ;  but 
whetlier  from  the  want  of  means,  or  the  want  of  zeal,  it  still 
remains  a  wished-for  thing*  When  I  went  to  Tidis,  last  au- 
tumn, the  most  influential  of  the  Georgians  came  to  me,  and 
asked  whether  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  would 
come  to  their  aid.  I  said  I  believed,  if  the  way  were  elcai-wi 
for  their  doing  so,  the  Committee  would  be  willing  to  afford 
them  the  required  assistance.  The  Pi'iuce  is  much  interested 
in  the  work." 

In  consequence  of  the  hiformafion  received  aa  above,  Mr, 
Melville  was  empowered  to  get  an  edition  of  the  Georgian 
New  Testament  printed,  provided  the  requisite  permission 
6hould  be  obtained  from  the  proper  authorities ;  but  this  work» 
and  the  operations  of  this  devoted  friend  generally,  were  sus- 
pended by  the  breftking  out  of  the  war. 

We  now  retm-n  to  the  Agency  at  St.  Petersburgli. 
In  1848,  tlie  Agency  were  authorized  to  print  an  edition  of 
2i5,O00  copiea  of  the  Finniah  Testament,  and  to  receive  n 
further  supply  of  15,000  Swedish  Testftraents  from  Stockholm, 
for  the  benefit  of  Swedish  families  resirlont  in  Finland.  The 
reasons  for  this  large  grant  are  furnished  in  the  Agency's  Rc-- 
port  for  the  year.  From  their  statement  it  appeared,  tlmt,  be^ 
sides  the  50,000  destitute  Finnish  fauiiUos  already  referred  Id, 
who  required,  and  had  received^  an  entirely  gratuitous  dis- 
tribution;  tiiere  were,  in  1841,  above  30,000  families,  who 
could  only  afford  to  pay  a  Email  sum  in  return.  To  meet 
the  wants  of  this  class,  about  13,000  had  already  been 
provided:  thus  above  17,000  were  required  for  tlium 
alone.     Some,   also,  were  needed  for   others,   who,   though 
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■nnpruvitietl,  were  able  to  pay  for  tUem  themselves.  In  tlie 
Swedish  language,  9fK>0  copies  were  solicited  fur  as  many 
extremely  poor  famiilesj  who  were  unable  to  pay  even  a  small 
sum !  and  6000,  fur  families  wlio  were  wmsidered  able  to  pay  a 
reduced  price* 

Bcsideia  the  above,  9000  copies.  In  various  languages,  were 
sent  this  ya&Tf  direct  from  the  Society  to  the  Agency  at  St 
Pfteraburgli,  on  wliiih,  tlirough  the  generosity  of  the  Kui- 
peror,  the  duties  were  remitted,  and  a  saving  was  eJJ'ucted  to 
the  Society  to  the  amount  of  £300.  Arrangements  were  also 
made  with  the  Finnish  Society  at  Abo,  by  which  the  15,000 
Swedish  Seriptures  above  referred  to  were  admitted  dutyfree. 

In  the  Battle  jjrovinees  of  Livonia  and  Esthoiiia,  the  work 
commenced  by  the  Society,  and  aftenvards  can-ied  on  in  part 
by  the  American  Bible  Society,  now  began  "to  bear  excellent 
fruiL"  The  spiritual  energies  of  both  pastors  and  [leople  were 
aroused;  and  the  importance  of  strenuous  and  sustained  efforts, 
in  the  work  of  Scripture  distribution,  VFas  mure  fully  perceived. 
A  large  proportion  of  the  parishes  where  these  distributions 
were  made,  became  now  connected  with  Auxiliary  Societies. 

Through  the  active  measures  adopted  by  the  Agency,  the 
distribution  in  Finfund,  in  1851,  amounted  to  40,000  volumes; 
making  the  total  issues,  which  the  Agency  had  been  the  ho- 
noui'cd  Instrument  of  effecting,  in  ten  j"ears,  121,000  copies. 

Pleasing  testimony  is  borne  to  the  increased  love  of  the 
Scriptures,  manifested  by  many  of  the  peasantry ;  and  in 
Lr.p!and,  a  very  remarkable  religions  revival  is  said  to  have 
taken  place,  as  one  of  the  results  of  the  free  circulation  of  tlie 
writings  of  inapired  truth.  The  Finnish  clergy,  it  is  also 
stated,  especially  tlie  younger  jwrtion  of  them,  were  ai-oused 
to  more  abundant  labours;  ajid  notwithstanding  so  many 
thousands  of  the  Scriptures  were  distributed  gratis,  the  sale 
of  them  was  incomparably  larger  than  before 

"  In  a  cpuntrj'  like  Finlimd,"  writes  Mr.  Ellerby,  *'  of  great  eitent,  yrt 
thinly  peopled^  it  is  difficult  to  obsen-e  the  immediate  results  of  Scripture 
ilistribution.  ProlmWy  gome  of  the  hflppiest  coiiaequ*>nce5  will  for  ever  re- 
main unknoirfl-_at  kti«t  in  this  world.  One  iuatnure  muy  be  mentioned, 
tu  ehow^  tbiit  the  latiotu'  hod  nut  been  in  Vain  in  the  Lunl-  A  [iiou3  l&dj  hod 
occBaion,  erne  wiiifer,  to  umliwiflke  a  journey  from  Tamerfors  to  i^orJawala, 
the  fartliciit  town  in  the  past  of  Finlnml.    It  wa.*  a  juumey  undertaken  for 
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benevolent  purpiaaes ;  imd  she  wiw  aorrecably  emrjimed,  at  the  vanotia . 
where  she  haltedj  flomelimes  in  tbetaidatof  immenAP  foreste,  tax  tram  anv 
town  or  village,  to  meet  with  Chrislian  peasanta^  who  had  come  from  cii.'.taiit 
plai^eSf  ami  ware  awaitmrr  her  nrriTal.  Her  route  lay  oTer  frozen  luk^ 
thrtmgh  ilense  foresfcn,  ami  from  one  isolated  place  to  another ;  find  yet,  nt 
fl«me  of  her  iii^ht  qilarteraj  ahe  found  ao  assemblag-e'of  about  iOO  )K.-T»jmi. 
She  bud  taken  i^itli  her  some  Swedish  Wissionai-j^  mugnxines^  and  traiia- 
latLng*  (be  intelligence  they  coutained  into  Finnish,  shti  wu^  eiia.bled  tv 
iiiibrm  thtm  of  the  good  etfi^cCa  of  Misdionury  laljouri>  in  heathen  lanil^ 
They  had  never  Ibet'ore  lieiird  nny  such  tiding-a  ;  and  so  p^at  nn  interest 
did  these  MiBsionary  reports  excit-e  among  these  very  poor  people,  that 
fcliey  coTlledtLd  araon^  themselves  nO  less  thuul  140  silver  rubles  for  tlie 
MiMiunary  Society  in  Stoekliolm,  Owintj  to  their  isolated  pondition,  njid 
other  circumfltnucea,  they  thoiiffht  themaelves  the  only  believers  in  otir 
Lord  Jesua  Chrirst  in  tbot  part  of  Finlimd,  a  dmall  and  acflttered  floi-k. 
Tliey  hud  received  '  the  truth  a*  it  is  in  Jesuri*  from  their  ancestors ;  siid 
not  being-  uhle  to  henr  the  Tireaching-  of  the  Gosi>e],  they  had  kept  op  th«r 
faith  l>y  reading  the  Scripturea,  and  aome  religious  tnicta  which,  they  had 
bouglit  in  the  neareiit  towns. 

In  18o2j  the  Agency  issued  21,332  copies  of  the  Scriptures: 
their  total  direct  issue  now  reached  329,599  copies,  in  twenty 
different  languages.  They  were  also,  tliis  year,  iiuthorizt'd  to 
put  to  press  a  new  edition  of  2U,0O0  of  the  Lettish  Testament. 

In  prospect  of  the  Society's  JablJec,  in  1853j  Mr.  Ellcrby 
di'Qw  up  and  forwarded  a  very  interesting  veTiew  of  the 
Agency's  labours,  in  the  twelve  years  during  whicli  lie  had 
ta'ien  the  active  superintendence  of  it,  containing  also  noti^-es 
of  the  work  at  large,  some  extracts  from  which  will  not  inappro- 
priflteJy  close  tills  part  of  the  history,  Before  another  year  had 
passed  over,  the  outbreak  of  the  war  had  driven  away  Mr.Ellerby 
from  his  post,  and,  in  a  great  degree,  suspended  the  operations 
of  the  Agency;  not,  however,  entirely  j  for  one  valued  mein- 
ber  of  it  (A.  MiiTielees,  Esq.),  being  permitted  to  rematJi  in  St. 
Peteraburgh,  not  only  took  charge  of  the  stock  of  Scnptures  in 
hand,  but  succeeded,  also,  in  contimibg  a  considerable  circula- 
tion. His  efforts  were  attended  with,  some  circumstances  of 
peculiar  intei'est,  among  which  may  be  mentioned,  that  of  hav- 
ing supplied  the  Empress  of  Kussla  with  500  copies,  for  distri- 
bution among  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  in  the  Crimea.* 

*  Measures  were  adopted  in  this  country  for  the  supply  of  the  Rue 
prisoners  of  wru-,  wliich  are  noticed  in  connectioii  vith  the  diatributioo  i 
tlie  army  and  navy.    See  p.  2fl8  of  the  prceent  Tolume. 
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We  now  proceod  to  lay  liefore  the  reader  the  compendious  ECROPE, 
review  of  the  Bible  operations  of  the  Agency,  in  tlie  variuus 
provinces  of  Russia,  prepared  hy  Mr.  Ellerby,     Its  deeply  in- 
teresting cliai'acter  will  be  accepted  as  an  aijology  far  its  length. 


Cujip.  in. 

1029-54. 


"Finland.— Efforts  had  been  made  in  tliis  country,  from  the 
period  of  the  Refornnation,  to  disaeminate  the  volume  of  saving 
truth  aniongtlie  people.  An  edition  of  the  Bible  in  folio,  the  first 
entire  edition  of  tlie  Bible  in  tha  Finnish  language,  had  been  pub- 
lished as  early  as  the  year  1G42  ;  a  second  edition  in  quarto,  in 
the  year  IGS5 ;  a  third  editlun  in  quarto,  of  4500  copies,  in  the 
year  1 7  j8  ;  and  a  fourth  edition,  also  in  quarto,  of  9000  copies, 
111  the  yL'ar  1776.  It  is  supposed,  that  the  total  nuinljer  of 
copies  comprised  in  tJieso  four  edhioiis,  did  not  exceed  20,000. 
These  were  all  that  were  published,  during  the  long  period  of 
134  years. 

"A  new  era  however  commenced  in  Finland  in  1812.  On  the 
24th  of  March  of  that  year,  Dr*  Paterson  succeeded,  after  great 
and  indefatigable  labour,  in  establishing  tlie  Finnish  Bible  So- 
ciety in  Abo;  which  was  afterwards  sustained  by  atfiliated 
Braaichea  in  Boi-ga,  Helsingfors,  Kuopio,  Uleoborg,  BJbr- 
neborgj  Wasa,  ajid  Wiborg;  and  which  ia  now  receiving 
the  co-operation  of  Auxiliaiies  in  almost  every  town  in  FiH'- 

land. 

"During  the  years  1812  to  1819,  inclusive,  the  Society  in 

Abo  was  aided  by  several  grants  from  tlie  British  and  Foreign 

Bible  Society,  amounting  to  £3050,  This  money  was  expended 

in  printing  Finnish  Scriptures,  in  the  purchase  of  Swedish 

Scriptnres,  in  the  preparation  of  stereotype  plates,  and  In  tlio 

formation  of  Auxiliary  Societies.     In  the  course  of  these  years, 

the  Abo  Society  was  enabled,  partly  by  its  own  ctTorta  in 

raising  fujida,  and  partly  by  a  grant  of  5000  rubles  banco, 

from  His  Majesty  the  Emperor,  and  a  loan  of  30,000  rubles 

banco,  from  the  Imperial  Treasury,  to  publish  four  editions, 

amounUng  to  52,750  copies. 

"From  these  statements  it  will  be  seen,  thatfroni  1 642  to  177G, 

there  had  been  publislied  four  editions,  amounting  to  20,000  ; 

from  1812  to  1822,  there  had  been  pubhshed  four  editions, 

amoxmtlng  to  52,750;  total,  72,750  copies.     The  inadequacy 
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of  tilis  snppljj  coupled  with  the  destructive  agencies  vfbieh 
lieen  at  work  during  the  coarse  of  two  contiiries,  will  in  a  gpfftftt 
measure  account  for  tlte  destitution  of  the  Sacred  Volume,  as 
shown  by  a  statement  of  the  Archbishop  of  Abo,  in  1839 ;  whvi 
computed  that,  of  130,000  or  140,000  families  in  the  diocese, 
not  more  than  one-half  were  at  that  time  In  ]>ossesgion  of  a 
copy  of  the  New  Testament 

"  Ilure,  then,"  proceeds  the  documieTit  before  u%  *'  wa 
ground  of  appeal  to  your  Society.  We  uiade  our  state 
urged  our  plea,  and  at  once  secured  the  sympathy  and  aid 
your  Committee*  Twelve  years  have  since  tlapsed,  and  edi- 
tian  after  edition  of  the  Fiuiiisli  New  Testament  has,  at  the 
cost  and  in  the  name  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society, 
been  prepared  and  distributed  m  Finland.  We  have  also, 
during  tills  period,  with  the  sanction  of  your  Committee,  pro- 
vided supplies  of  the  Finnish  Testament  for  the  various  Fin- 
nish Colonies  in  Russia  and  Sweilen. 

**  In  the  nieanwhik',  we  had  not  been  unmindful  of  tlie 
wants  of  the  great  number  of  Swedish  families,  living  in 
difl'erent  parts  of  Finland.  Like  their  Finnish  ncigliboars, 
they  had  Increased  since  1841,  and  hence  we  were  aiitliorired 
by  your  Committee  to  furnish  9000  very  poor  families,  encli 
with  a  copy  gratuitously  of  the  Swedfali  Testament,  and  60(K> 
families  with  copies  at  two-thirds  of  the  costTJncc  Our 
isgnes,  therefore,  on  behalf  of  your  Society,  during  tliese  yeais, 
have  been  111,000  Finnish  Testaments,  10,000  Furnish  Testa- 
ments and  Psalms,  15,000  Swedish  Testaments:  total,  136fOOO. 

*' All  this  time,  the  Finnish  Bible  Society  m  Abo  was  doing 
all  it  could  accomplish.  The'impuhe  originally  given  to  it  by 
your  Society  eonlinncd  to  operate  efficiently  ;  so  much  60,  that, 
from  its  formation  to  the  present  time,  it  has,  on  its  own  account, 
provided  and  disseminated  1 10,500  copies  of  tlie  Finnish 
Scriptures,  of  which  10,255  copies  have  been  distributed 
gratuitously. 

"  In  Finland,  therefore,  directly  or  indirectly,  you  bftvc  pot 
into  circulation,  during  the  progress  of  the  terra  of  years  which 
you  are  about  to  commemorate  with  a  Jubilee,  tfie  very  Inrc^j 
number  of  246,500  copies  of  the  Divine  word^  whose  sacred 
and  saving  truths  Eire  for  •  the  healinj^of  tbe  nations.' 
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"  Youiv-ill  naturally  ask, — Butwliwt  is  the  spiritual  fruit  pro- 
duced, during  so  mnny  years,  by  the  distribution  in  Finland  of 
these  246,500  copios  of  the  word?  Indei^d  we  ourselves  pro- 
poacd  this  very  question,  to  one  of  oui*  esteemed  friends  in 
Finland,  and  his  reply  was,  in  auhstance,  as  Ibllowa ;  *'  The 
inward  work  of  the  Lord  is  gt-nendl  j  hid,  and  that  is  the  most 
precious;  but  you  may  ttU  the  Connnlttee,  that  in  Finliuad  the 
fruit  of  the  seed  which  has  been  sown,  has  bei?n  the  sajue  as 
they  have  witnessed  all  over  the  world  The  eyes  of  the 
blind  have  been  opened,  the  lame  have  leanied  to  walk,  and 
many  hearts  have  been  turned  to  the  Lord.  Finland  iiad 
larj*ely  participated  in  the  great  spiritual  apostacyj  that  occurred 
throughout  Europe  during  the  last  century.  Its  inhabitants  had 
drunk  deeply  of  the  cup  of  infidelity ;  in  fact,  (^lirly  years  a^o, 
the  Gospol  was  not  preached  at  all  in  Finland;,  save  in  some 
remote  corner  where  an  aged  pastor  was  yet  alive  to  the  truth. 
Hence,  when  a  revival  uf  religion  began  in  Germany,  through 
the  eetablishinent,  in  1817,  of  Bible  Societies,  the  report  wa» 
received  here  with  great  suspicion ;  and  any  one  professing  the 
new  doctrines,  as  Evangelical  truth  was  denominated,  was 
branded  and  derided  as  an  enthuslxst.  At  that  time.  Bibles 
were  so  scarce  that  they  could  hardly  be  procured  at  any  price. 
No  sooner,  however,  had  the  gencrau3  enteq^rise  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society  commenced,  than  the  people  were 
surprised  to  see  edition  after  edition  of  the  New  Testament 
provided  for  their  use,  and  on  terms  within  their  reach.  The 
matter  excited  the  greatest  interest,  and  many  a  preeioos  soul 
began  to  feel,  for  the  first  time,  a  craving  desire  lo  possess  and 
to  read  the  Holy  Scriptures.  A  powerful  effect  was  produced 
on  the  minds  of  the  poor,  who  in  this  country  have  so  few 
mental  resources.  Wbat  they  read  was  new  to  them,  and  they 
read  on  with  avidity:  many  were  the  hearts  which  the  spirit 
of  the  Lord  opened,  and  numerous  were  the  examples  even  of 
whole  congregations,  who  sat  under  the  teaching  of  an  infidel 
pastor,  coming  to  the  light  of  the  Gospel,  and  finding  the  rock  of 
salvation.  At  length  a  few  students  of  theology,  at  the 
University  of  Helsingfors,  received  the  dtKtnnes  of  tlie  Gospel, 
This  was  in  tlie  year  1&38,  and  was  the  date  of  the  commence- 
ment of  a  great  spiritual  revival,  rthich  continued  for  ten  j-ears 
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with  uiial;jated  vigour,  and  whiclij  though  now  apjiarontlv  in  a 
state  of  subsidence,  lias  produced^  aiid  is  producing,  the  most 
precious  results.  The  ample  anppliea  of  the  Scriptures  oaet 
with  ready  distribution,  A  great  change  for  the  better  took 
place  among  the  pastors :  many  of  them  hw:ame  men  ivho  lived, 
and  held,  and  proclaimed  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesas.  Tlie 
Gospel  of  Salvation,  thercfoi'e,  is  now  more  than  ever  preached 
in  all  its  clearness,  force  iind  fulness ;  and  the  fruit  thereof 
is  both  manifest  and  abundant  It  is  in  Finland,  as  in  other 
countries ;  the  same  word  produces  the  simie  results,  Nomeraus 
arc  the  individual  instances  which  have  come  to  my  own 
knowledge,  of  benefits  derived  from  reading  of  the  word;  but  I 
abstiuji  from  mentioning  them,  lest  I  should  unduly  swell  out 
your  Report  tp  the  Committee.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  the 
Brititih  aud  Forei^i  Bible  Society  has  been  eminently  blessed, 
in  the  ^ruat  work  it  has  been  doing  in  f  inland.  Let  it  nut 
withold  its  hand,  nor  grow  weary  in  well-doinj[^ ;  but  amid 
em-ouragement  and  tliaaitpointment,  still  £^o  on  in  ita  lahours, 
looking  to  the  divine  promisea,  ajid  romemhering  that  tiic  worf; 
ia  the  Lord's." 

"Laplakd,"  proceeds  Mr.  EUerby,  "  remote  and  inhospi- 
table though  it  he,  has  been  reached  and  benefited  by  tlie  oj>era- 
tlonsof  your  Society,  In  our  last  annual  Report,  we  infoi-med 
yourConnnitteeaf  the  great  revival  of  religion  which  was  then 
in  progress,  and  which  our  informant  distinctly  ascribed  to  the 
blessed  result  of  Scri[»ture  distribution.  We  had  to  convey  to 
you  (Ijc  intelligence,  that  the  grain  of  mustard-seed  had  quietly 
and  silently  operated  in  that  bleak  region  of  the  north,  and  had 
become  a  thick  and  shady  tree;  that  the  Laplanders,  in  whom 
spkitual  darkness,  covetousnc&s,  theftj  sensuality,  and  drunken- 
ness had  reignetl,  had  so  felt  the  power  of  divine  truth,  that  of 
their  own  accord,  they  had  confessed  and  abjured  theii'  all-pre- 
vailing vices,  had  been  brought  to  feel  thL'uiselves  sjiiritually 
poor,  and  had  become  willing  to  part  even  with  the  treaiiurt^ 
their  covetausness  bad  laid  u]i.  in  order  to  buy  ihe  Scriptures, 
Your  Agency  has  einee  then  received  addilional  intelliwenco, 
by  letters  from  various  frustworthy  individuals;  among  whom 
we  may  mention  Bishop  Fabricius,  who  has  visited  the  [tiaees 
where  these  remarkable  events  Imve  transpired;  from  I'astor 
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Fellin,  who  has  lived  many  years  amoTig  the  Laplanders,  Mid  ^UROPK. 
irom  Pastor  Liljeblad,  wlio  ia  now  among  them,  and  has  writ- 
ton  us  from  their  very  midst ;  and  who  says,  *  though  the 
work  is  now  at  a  stand,  iLs  fruits  tire  apparent  in  nidtvtduals, 
IIS  ivyll  as  the  general  state  of  the  pe4>ple.  To  describe  litis  givat 
work  of  tiie  Loi-d,  would  be  to  relate  the  change  wrought  in 
each  individiml,  wliich  ia  an  imirasslbility.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
that  the  results  ai'e  most  astonishing.  Brandy-selling  or  Lapijind. 
drinkm;^,  witli  its  consefjuences,  is  banished ;  stealing  and 
defrauding  are  no  more  heard  of  j  the  love  of  Gk>d,  domestic 
worships  and  the  careful  education  of  the  clilldren,  generally 
prevail.  In  places  where  before  there  was  neitlier  UiUIe  nor 
Testament,  tlie  Holy  Scriptures  are  now  to  be  found.  Even 
the  wandering  tribes  take  with  them,  on  their  peregrmationS) 
copies  of  the  quarto  Hible,  for  which  they  pay  a  fair  sum  per 
copy.  BJuch  inquiry  also  is  now  made  for  copies  of  tho  New 
Testament  with  the  Psalms,  and  with  parallel  passages.  Here 
in  Tornea  LapIaijJ,  the  Lappouian  language  is  not  used  iii 
religions  services ;  for  the  people  nil  understand  Finnish.  In 
Norwegian  Lupliuid^tlic  New  Testament  of  Stockflcth,  printed 
at  C)iristiania>  h  circulated  ;  hut  even  there,  the  people  prefer 
the  Finnish  translation,  as  they  understand  the  language  better.** 

"Another  correspondent  writes,  that  'as  the  Finlanders 
push  up  more  and  more  to  the  north,  and  make  new  aeltli- 
mentSj  it  h  probable,  that  ere  long  all  the  waaidering  ti'ihes  of 
Laplanders  in  Russia  will  disappear,  either  identifying  lliem- 
Belves  with  the  Finnish  natlonj  or  emigrating  to  Norway,  on 
the  borders  of  the  Polar  Sea-*  By  the  last  official  statistics,  it 
appeal's  that  the  whole  nation  of  Laplanilers  consists  of  5000 
in  Korwajj  4000  in  Sweden,  2000  in  Russia^  dwelling  on  tlie 
great  isthmus  situated  between  Kandalak  and  the  bay  of 
Kola;  total,  11,000. 

"  We  give  these  details,  not  only  as  interesting  in  them- 
selves, hut  as  sustaining  a  resolution  to  whid;  wt:  have  come, 
that  it  would  bo  unnecessary  and  nnadvisablo  to  undertake 
the  printing  of  a  new  edition  of  the  Lapponian  Testament 
and  Psalms.  We  have  access  to  the  Laplanders  by  means 
of  the  Finnish  Testament  and  Psalms  recently  publii;hod;p 
which  they  seem   to  imderstand  as  well,  or  better,  than  tlie 
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EUROPE.  Scriptures  printed  in  their  own  native  language.      We  aiiaH 

CiiAp  IJI    endeavour  to   sustain  and  deepen  the  religioua   impressions, 

ll!S9-5j.    now  so  happily  and  extensively  prevalent  among  them,  fay 

usinj^  every  avatlabte  opportunity  ol'  supplying  them   «ilh 

copies  of  the  pure  word  of  God. 

*'  Your  Committee  are  aware  that  the  work  of  Scripture  dJs- 
tributionj  now  cjirricd  on  by  xis  in  the  Baltic  provinces,  is  oft 
behalf  of  the  American  liiWe  Society.  But  your  Society 
eomnienced  that  work,  and  hence  will  naturally  inquire  what 
have  been  the  results  ?  We  cannot  do  better  than  present 
tliem  to  your  notice,  :ia  they  have  been  described  to  us  by  our 
honoured  and  devoted  friend.  Counsellor  of  State,  F.  too 
ScliH-cbbsj  of  Reval.     He  writes  : — 

"  Haifa  ceutury  ago,  as  1  nell  recollect,  the  stat4>  of  tilings 
in  reference  to  the  word  of  God,  appeared  worse  in  this  land 
of  my  birth,  than  at  the  time  of  Elijali  in  Israel.  There  was 
scarcely  a  single  pulpit  in  tlie  whole  of  Esthonia,  from  which 
the  good  tidings  of  tlie  free  grace  of  God  in  Christ,  was  pro- 
claimed in  purity  and  living  power.  With  but  few  exceptions, 
there  was  no  observance  uf  the  Sabbath,  as  the  Itoly  day  of 
God.  The  preacher  only  thought  of  a  regular  Sabbath  ser- 
vice, and  he  occupied  himself  during  the  week  with  an  exercise 
on  some  moral  subject,  which  he  read  on  the  Sabbath  to 
a  small  congregation  in  the  Church.  On  fast-day,  Iiowever, 
the  Churches  were  in  some  parts  well  attended  by  the  nobility 
belonging  to  the  parish;  for  after  the  so-called  *  penitential 
sermon'  in  the  forenoon,  the  parishioners  were  invited  to 
dinner  at  the  pastor's,  and  regaled  in  the  evening  with  music 
and  dancing.  If  it  happened  that  an  individual  pastor  had  the 
coui'nge  to  come  out  with  greater  seriousness,  the  acorners 
thought  nothing  of  coming  into  the  Church  and  making  game 
of  him  there  whilst  preaching.  The  ward  of  Gn<l  was  not  only 
'  precious  in  the  land,^  as  in  the  time  of  Elijah,  but  it  was 
even  cast  away  as  superfluous.  In  the  families  of  the  nobiJiiv, 
and  of  the  citizen  class,  who  are  here  of  German  origin,  tbcr^ 
were  certainly  Bibles  to  be  found,  but  they  were  valued  only 
in  a  tew  houses ;  "  Fur,"  said  a  preacher  of  note  to  a  man  of  dis- 
tinction who  sought  after  the  truth,  "  the  Bible  you  knoiv  is 
only  for  the  conmion  people,  not  for  the  educated." 
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"  "Nor  were  the  ]vyoT,  tlie  common  people  tliemsclves,  who 
are  here  of  the  Estlionion  nation,  and  who,  until  181G,  were  in 
4  state  of  serfdom,  bettor  provided  for.  The  New  Testament 
in  the  Estbonian  language,  was  not  printed  until  1715,  and  then 
only  a  few  copies,  altliou^h  tho  Reformation  had  extended  to 
our  parts  as  early  as  1323.  Small  editions  also  were  printed 
in  1729,  1740,  and  1790.  In  1739,  the  complete  Esthonian 
Bible  was  fii'st  published,  chiefly  at  the  coat  of  the  pious 
General  von  Bobn,  whose  lady  afterwards  dbtrlbnted  the 
■whole  of  the  copies  in  two  parishes,  which  now  stand  far  behind 
others  in  the  cause  of  Scripture  distribution.  A  second  edition 
of  the  entire  Bible  was  printed  in  1770,  and  was  paid  for  out 
of  the  boob-printing  fund  established  by  that  faitiiful  witness 
of  Christ,  Eberhard  Gutzlaff.  Up  to  that  time,  therefore,  the 
number  of  Scriptures  distributed  among  the  Esthonians  could 
not  be  great  And  it  was  calculated  in  IS  13,  that  among  & 
population  of  400,000  souls  in  Esthonia,  half  Livonia,  and  the 
province  of  Oesel,  only  3400  copies  had  heen  circulated :  hence 
the  assumption  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  that, 
in  the  year  1813,  only  nine  copies  of  the  word  of  God  were 
to  be  found  among  1000  souls  hi  tills  country,  was  certjiinly 
a  favourable  one.  It  was  the  same  here  as  in  Livonia,  where 
the  editions  already  printed,  were  but  partially  even  distribntoi 
among  the  people.  A  considerable  portion  of  an  edition  of  the 
Lettish  Testament,  printed  in  1730,  was,  for  want  of  sole,,  used 
:ls  waste  paper ;  and  of  the  edition  of  the  Lettish  Bible,  printed 
in  Leipzig  in  1794,  above  3000  copies  lay  untouched  so  late 
as  1816. 

'*  Thus  matters  stood  in  my  native  countryj  when  God,  in 

1812,  sent  among  us  the  venerable  Dr.  John  Patereon,  as  the 
Agent  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  It  is  to  him 
that  the  Esthonian  Bible  Society,  estahliahed  on  tJne  4th  July 

1813,  owes  ita  existence.  Its  first  funds  were  supplied  by 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  in  a  sum  of  5000 
rubles,  to  which  ihey  added,  in  1815,  the  further  sum  of 
3044  rubles,  for  the  printing  of  an  edition  of  the  Esthonian 
Bible.  Tliese  two  amounts  were  found  insufficient,  and  hence 
an  edition  of  the  Esthonian  Testament  only  was  published  in 
1816.      However,  on  the  14th  Augiiat,  of  that  year.  Dr. 


EUROPE. 
Chap.  I U. 

Sect.  II. 
Nokthibh 

Rufsia. 
1054. 

Reral- 
EithoiujL. 


Scftbt  pro- 
portion of 

tu  tJie  pa- 
palacioD, 


Effect  of 
Dr.  Paut- 

raiiotiK. 


EUROPE. 
Cn-tp.  in. 

ife29-54. 

skct.  n. 

NOSTHESH 

Russia. 
1854. 


IteriBion  of 

£KtbDDi,aii 


issued. 


Peterson  announced,  in  Reva],  tlic  mtmificient  gift  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society  of  £.1000  sterling,  for  the  purjxwe 
of  preparing  an  edition  of  the  BiW(.%  and,  if  poasiljle,  also  of  Uie 
New  Testament  from  stereotype  plates,  Dr,  Patei-son,  at  the 
same  time,  insisted  upon,  and  caused  a  careful  revision  of  the 
entire  Estbonian  Bitle,  purifying  it  from  errors  of  translation, 
and  from  passages  rendered  ambiguous  by  misprhits  or  phil<H 
lojt^ical  mis  rendering.  This  was  undertaken  and  effected,  by 
native  pastors  of  experience  and  learning.  The  good  Doctor 
hitnseli',  however,  thoogh  personally  unacquainted  with  the 
language,  entared  so  minutely  into  the  details  of  the  revi- 
sion, that  he  was  able  to  detect  certain  *  mlsinteri)retaliuiis, 
and  ai'bitrary  alterations/  which  had  been  introduced  during 
t!ie  revision,  and  thus  to  secure  a  more  faithful  translation  of 
the  original.  The  fruit  of  these  labours  was  the  Esthonian 
Bible,  prmted  m  St  Peter&burgh  in  1822,  and  the  Esthoniaji 
stereotype  Testament,  printed  likewise  in  St.  Pelersburi'h  in 
1825. 

"  But  the  ground  on  which  this  seed  fell,  was  as  jet  very 
little  prepared  for  its  I'eception.  The  higher  classes  were  ili- 
dlifferent;  the  poor  people,  though  less  prone  to  unbelief,  were 
igooi^nt ;  and  the  clergy  were  lukewarm,  both  ui  procjaiuiing 
the  Gospel,  and  disseminating  the  Scriptures.  In  1824,  six 
only,  of  our  forty-six  country  pai'ishcs,  had  formed  themselves 
into  AnxiliaricB  of  the  Bible  Society  in  Reval ;  and  only  one, 
even  of  these,  went  vigorously  to  work  in  diatnbuting  the 
Sacred  Volume.  Matters  continued  in  this  languid  state  until 
1841:  hence  what  was  ejected,  up  to  that  period,  scarcely 
deserves  mention. 

"  Since  then,  however,  the  work  has  been  carried  on  much 
more  efficiently;  and  during  the  last  eleven  years,31,O0O  copies 
of  the  Scriptures  have  been  put  into  circulation  in  Esthonia 
itself,  and  2350  copies  beyond  the  limits  of  the  provinccj 
maliing  a  total  of  33,350  copies.  Wa  have  been  enabled  to 
effect  this  result,  chiefly  by  the  generous  help  of  the  Americajj 
Bible  Society,  which  has  supplied  us  with  Esthonian  Testa- 
ments, and  also  German  Scriptures  for  sale  at  very  reduced 
pricefl)  or  for  gratuitous  distribution  when  necessary.  By 
means  of  these  cheap  and  abundant  suppli(^,  a  Dinch  more 
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lively  interest  in  the  work  was  created  tliroughout  the  whole 
country  ;  so  much  so,  that  the  rectipta  of  the  Esthouian  Bible 
Society  roae,  from  235  ruUes  in  1843,  to  2338  rubles  in 
1851. 

"  And  then  aa  to  the  spiritual  results,  which  have  sprung  from 
tills  work  of  the  Lord,  and  more  especially  the  distribution  of 
33,350  copies  since  18-iI ;  this  increased  spread  of  the  Sacred 
Volump  is,  I  think,  a  manifest  proof  oi'  the  increased  zeal  and 
activity  of  the  Esthonian  clergy  of  the  present  day,  as  com- 
pared with  those  of  former  days.  Indeed,  tlie  precious  pro- 
mise tliat  the  word  shall  not  return  void,  but  shall  accomplish 
all  God's  pleasure,  and  perform  that  whereunto  it  is  aent,  has 
been  eminently  fulHllyd  among  us.  Many  souls,  even  of  the 
clergj',  have  been  awakened  from  deatii  unto  life.  For  this 
result  ive  are  indebted,  under  God,  to  the  increased  diatribu- 
tion  of  the  Scriptures,  and  to  tlie  efforts  and  inftuencc  of  an 
eminent  man,  a  statesman  like  unto  the  prophet  Daniel,  whom 
God,  in  His  grace,  made  use  of  for  pouring  incalculable  good 
upon  my  native  land.  This  man  was  Prince  Carl  Lieven, 
now  resting  in  bliss  from  his  labours.  Ho  was  made  Curator 
of  the  Dorjiat  University  in  1S17,  Minister  of  Public  instruc- 
tion in  1828,  and,  to  the  dayof  hfa  death,  was  President  of  the 
Proteatnnt  Bible  Society  in  Russia.  To  this  man,  who  had 
bowed  ids  knees  much  before  the  Lord,  and  had  wrestled  as  a 
true  Israel  with  Gad,  the  Dorpat  University  owes  its  being 
drawn  out  of  the  bog  of  rationalism,  and  placed  on  the  living 
Rock,  which  is  Christ  Since  tiien  it  has  continued  to  supply 
my  poor  country,  formerly  desolated  by  iniidclity,  with  teach- 
ers and  preachers  of  the  pure  Gospel," 

"  We  have  thus,  in  substance," resumes  Mr.  Ellerby,  "quoted 
from  Cocmaellor  von  Sclnvebbs  liimself :  we  briefly  give  you  the 
heads  of  his  remaining  intelligence.  He  tells  us  that,  through- 
out Esthonia,  the  attendance  on  tlie  Divine  oi-dinance  of  public 
worship  is  comparatively  very  good;  that  not  only  arc  there 
now  Sabbatli  services,  but  week-day  meetings  for  the  reailing 
and  exposition  of  the  Sacred  Volume  ;  that  a  Missionary  spirit 
has  been  excited;  and  thai  the  friends  of  Christian  Missions 
regularly  meet  for  prayer  and  praise,  and  tlie  hearing  of  Mis- 
sionary intelligence ;  that  nearly  every  German  fuinily  in  town 
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EUROPE,  and  country  is  now  ia  posaesaion  of  a  copj  of  the  Scriptures; 
Cujkp.  lU.  ^^^^^  tilts  precious  volume  of  Gcxl^a  word  is  found  now  in  moK' 
i\i3&-5*.  than  haJf  of  the  peasants'  liouaes  in  Esthonla;  that  active  lo^'C 
to  Christ  finds  employment  in  deeds  of  Christian  benevolrnce, 
in  tho  care  of  the  poor,  the  instruction  of  the  young,  the 
tatioti  of  the  sick  and  dying,  and  in  efforts  to  pat  down 
banerul  use  of  spirituous  liquors,  and  to  direct  the  drinliefS 
thereof  to  the  living  waters  of  the  Gospel,  even  tlie  irateraj 
eternal  life. 

"  Livonia  is,  to  your  Agency,  almost  a  *  ierra  rncofftiita^i 
far  as  regarda  the  precise  details  of  past  and  present  Soriptdl 
distribution.     We  Iiad  hoped  to  receive  an  accurate  statement 
from  thence,  as  well  as  from  other  parts,  but  as  yet  it  has 
reached  ns.     We  believe,  however,  that  from  1814  to  the  pi 
sent  time,  about  70,000  copies  of  the  Scriptures  have 
distributed  tlirough  the  efforts  of  the  Riga  Bible  Society, 
whioh  number  your  Agency  (chiefly  on  behalf  of  the  AniericaiT 
Bible  Society)  have,  since  1S41,  supplied  upwards  of  20/ 
copies. 

"  Moscow,  the  ancient  metropolis  of  the  empire,  haa  beeiT 
the  &phere  of  considerable  Scripture  circulation  for  Aorae  veare 
past,  ia  which  your  Agency  have  been  co-workera  with  tho 
Protestant  Bible  Society  of  St.  Petersbm-gh. 

"  The  progress  of  this  Association  was,  and  Is,  much  hin- 
dered by  local  circumstances  and  obatruction& ;  such  as  the 
scattered  state  of  the  Protestant  population,  the  isolation  of  the 
members,  the  great  extent  of  the  city,  and  the  immense  dis- 
tances from  point  to  point:  lience  the  existing  want  of  Scrip- 
tures among  the  Protestants^  is  with  difficulty  ascertained  and 
supplied. 

"  With  a  view  to  extend  the  sphere  of  their  operations 
yoiid  Moscow  itself,  the  Committee  of  that  Society*  ia  tlie  yei 
1846,  sent  circulars  to  the  pastors  of  the  towns  iu  the  interi< 
of  Uussia,  where  there  are  Churches  of  the  Lutherau  Confe 
sion,  offering  them  supplies  of  Scriptiu-cs,  partl^or  sale  nn 
pai'tly  for  gratuitous  distribution  ;  nvging  tbem,  at  the 
time,  to  do  their  best  amony  Ihcir  Hocks  to  create  an  inlei 
In  the  diasemtnation  of  the  word  of  God,  and  to  induce  wilHi 
friends  to  aid  In  the  support  of  so  good  a.  cau&e.     Answers  t^ 
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this  appeal  were  received  from  pastors  in  Tiflfs,  Tamboff, 
Nialme-i-Nuvcigorodj  aiid  Orenbui'g;  who,  at  tlicii^  requestj 
were  furnished  with  Scriptures,  which  in  duo  time  were  put 
into  circulation,  and  year  by  year  fresh  supplies  Imve  been  for- 
warded. 

"  It  -^vas  also  particularly  cheering  to  our  brethren  in  Mos- 
cow, to  have  been  enabled,  in  the  year  1849,  atill  further  to 
extend  their  operations,  namely,  to  the  criminals  and  other 
Protestant  inhabitants  settled  in  so  distant  a  region  as  Eastern 
Siberia.  This  was  done  through  the  mstrumentality  of  Pastor 
Butzko,  of  Irkutsk,  who  was  apixiinted  there  in  1849,  and 
who,  since  then,  liaa  been  labouring  with  great  success  in  that 
country*  His  field  of  operations  is  most  extensive,  and  in  all 
his  excursions,  he  is  careful  to  supply  copies  of  the  Scriptures 
wherever  he  finds  destitution.  He  has  to  travel  over  the 
governments  of  Irkutsk,  Yenniseisk,  Yakutsk,  and  Ochotsk. 
Some  of  these  governments  lie  visits  once  a  year>  others  at  in- 
tervals of  two  to  four  years,  for  the  purpose  of  administering 
spiritual  instruction  and  consolation  to  all  the  members  of  the 
Protestant  faith,  of  whatever  nattou,  whom  he  may  find  scat- 
tered throughout  the  several  towns  and  villages.  Notwith- 
standing, however,  all  his  efforts,  he  has  been  unable  to  make 
the  [leraonal  acquaintance  of  all  the  persons  settled  in  those 
parts,  or  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  they  were  in  possession 
of  the  Scriptures ;  and  hence  he  has  established  depots  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  these  governments,  under  the  charge  of  trust- 
worthy individuals.  Thus,  in  his  absence,  the  good  and  im- 
portant work  of  Scripture  distribution  in  Eastern  Siberia  is 
continually  going  forward.  In  his  last  Report,  dated  the  begin- 
ning of  1852,  ho  mentions  six  different  languages,  in  which  he 
had  furnished  copies  of  the  word  of  God.  He  speaks  also,  in 
terms  of  gratitude,  of  the  divine  grace  and  fmitfulness  which 
have  been  apparent,  not  only  in  the  joy  evinced  when  the 
Scriptures  have  been  receivedj  but  also  in  the  bleasetl  effects 
that  have  followed.  Many  are  fotind,  particularly  among  tJie 
exiles,  who,  tliough  cut  off  fi-om  all  Church  communion,  owe 
not  only  all  their  right  evangelical  knowledge  to  the  nse  they 
have  made  of  the  word  of  God,  but  have  learnt  to  value  this 
word  as  a  rich  source  of  spiritual  consolation  amid  their  out 
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ward  tribulations,  jea,  even  as  the  only  source  of  theJr  enjov* 
ment  of  the  rio;hteousness,  peace,  and  joy  of  tlie  Holy  Ghost 

"  We  must  mention,  however,  that  our  Agency  has  sent 
to  Moscow,  from  the  year  1840  to  the  close  of  1852,  no  less 
than  14j417  copies  of  the  Scriptures  in  various  lang-nat»cs,  of 
which  we  despat'ched  to  our  old  and  valued  frii^nd,  Pastor 
Dittrich^  3957  copies;  some  to  another  English  friend;  battlie 
greater  part  of  them  to  Dr.  Ila;^,  a  devout  physician^  and  a 
government  inspector  of  the  prisons  and  hospitals,  who  lias 
distributed  gratnitously,  in  behalf  of  the  Society,  since  1840, 
upwards  of  8000  of  these  copies  of  the  Divine  word,  to  pri 
soners  and  exiles,  on  their  way  through  Moscow  to  Siberia. 

"  In  the  year  1835,  the  eight  great  Evangelical  Communities 
of  German  colonists,  who  settled  In  the  last  century,  during  the 
reign  of  Catherine  II.,  on  the  other  side  of  the  Volga  (called 
the  meadow  side),  in  the  government  of  Saratoff,  formed  them-'' 
selves,  under  the  direction  of  their  respcetive  pastors,  into  s 
Bible  Association,  denoimnated  the  Trans-Volga  Auxiliary  of 
the  Moacow  Seelion.  This  Association  has  been  exceedingly 
active  in  the  work,  and  had  distributed,  from  1835  to  the  end 
of  1849,  81 10  copies  of  the  Sacred  Volume.  Every  year  they 
have  sent  contributions  to  the  Head  Committee  in  St.  Peters- 
bnrgh  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  Bible  Society,  as  aUo 
special  sums  for  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  the  Scriptures 
among  recruits  and  crmiinals.  Some  years  ago,  several  parishes 
separated  from  the  General  Auxiliary,  and  constituted  them- 
selves into  independent  Associations.  In  consequence  of  tlus 
unhappy  st:hiam,  and  of  the  had  harvests  fur  several  years  suc- 
cessively^  the  operations  of  the  Trans- Volga  Auxiliary  were 
lamentably  impeded  and  crippled.  Happily,  however,in  1851, 
tiie  Association  organized  itsehf  afresh  ;  the  parishes  which  had 
been  dissevered,  again  connected  themselves  with  it;  ^d  now 
there  is  every  reason  to  hope,  that,  with  the  Divine  blessing, 
this  important  Association  will  again  go  on  prosperously, 

"Of  the  8110  copies  distributed  by  tliis  Society,  we  havQ 
furnished  2295  copies;,  and  have  besides,  during  the  year* 
1841  to  1852,  sent  direct  to  various  pastors  on  the  Volga  an 
additional  number  of  9&05 ;  so  that  the  total  issues  in  Uio&e 
parts  have  been  17,915  copies  of  the  Scriptures. 


